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Hello Sisters! 
 

Pentecost is here and the Great Commission has been given to GO FORTH!  
We as United Methodist Women have been going for decades, especially as 
our 150

th
 Anniversary approaches!  BUT, sometimes, I think it is easy to get 

set in what we are used to or where we are comfortable.  While missions 
usually pull us from that comfortable place, the more that we do it, the more 
comfortable we become.  It becomes easy for us to go help once a month at 
that food pantry, because we’ve been doing it the last ten years.  Or maybe 
we’re really good at serving up nice meals for those who have lost loved 
ones.  But what if God is calling us to do more – give more time, effort, 
money, etc. or make it more relational?  Do we listen?  Do we teach people 
how to fish rather than solely giving fish?  What if God is calling us to the part 
of town that we tell our young people to avoid?   
 

When Christ gave the Great Commission, He wasn’t just telling those 
disciples to stay in their hometown and do what they can for the people they 
know and feel comfortable being around.  He called them to go talk to the 
people NO ONE wanted to talk to - Samaritans.  To serve people who may 
not like their religion.  To serve people that we’ve hurt through our own 
actions.  This is what Christ calls us to do still today.   
 

Many units take a break from the routine of meetings over the summer, but I 
encourage you to find a DIFFERENT way to be in mission this summer.  Try 
some new things.  Go some new places.  Be with different people and invite 
younger people along.  Yes, it is hard.  Yes, it might be weird and you might 
only have a few people serving instead of twenty, but God will still work in 
the awkwardness.  We know our foremothers did some DIFFERENT things 
in their time – and look where we are today because of their boldness to take 
risks! 
 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns regarding membership, 
nurture, or outreach, I am willing to talk with you!  Email me and we can find 
a way to talk or catch me at Mission U in July!  Now…GO FORTH! 
 

Peace +  
Samantha Kelly 
MO Conference MNO 
Mrskelly1128@gmail.com  

mailto:Mrskelly1128@gmail.com
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If you want to know what issues United Methodist 
Women are working on sign up for the Action 
Alerts. Go to www.UnitedMethodistWomen.org 
click  on the News then click on Action Alerts. Sign 
up there and you will receive notice of new Action 
Alerts.  
Teresa Christensen 
tbcmom@aol.com 

Sisters, 

If you look at pg. 4 you’ll see some great pictures of 

our districts at work! Are you wondering why your 

district isn’t pictured? Have someone from your district 

email details and pictures and I’ll always be happy to 

work them into a newsletter! Also, if your district has a 

Facebook page be sure to add me to your group/page. 

I’m still trying to get good addresses for some of you. 

Please don’t forget to notify me and your district of 

address changes. We have to pay for every returned 

newsletter and so does your district!! I recently learned 

that I am going to be giving a workshop at Assembly in 

April 2018! Whoa.  The subject is how to connect with 

young women through communication. Thank you all 

for your support through these last almost 4 years of 

being your communications coordinator, it is leading 

me on! 

Rosie  

Rosie.farmer@hotmail.com 

Communications 

Rosie Farmer Coordinator 

Social Action 

Teresa Christensen Coordinator 

Hello!  Great news the plans are coming along for 
our annual meeting in Lebanon Sept. 29 & 30.  
You don’t want to miss this meeting fun city on 
Route 66.  We are doing thing differently so 
please share this information.   
 
Friday night dinner is on your own, there are 
several places to eat in Lebanon. Friday we will 
have sweet treats NOT A MEAL!! Remember 
Friday night is officer training for ALL district 
officers and anyone else who would like to learn 
more about their officer responsibility. 
 
Saturday morning we are going to scale things 
back to simple breakfast items maybe donut holes 
and coffee or water. Most of us will be coming 
from free breakfast at hotels. Saturday noon meal 
will be the same as in previous years. We plan to 
kick off our event featuring many talented UMW 
sisters variety show!  You just don’t want to miss 
this!  We also will have a photo spot to capture 
those crazy shots and memories.  Bring your own 
camera or cell phone.   
 
Rev. Lynn Dyke will be our speaker – I have 
heard she is wonderful! Registration is not ready 
yet & in-gathering has not been decided.  I am 
getting excited I hope you will join us this is OUR 
party!           
 
Vicki Rhew Conference Vice President call me if 
you have any other suggestions - 573-888-5502 

Vice President 

Vicki Rhew 

UMW Ladies: 
Hello!  I just got back from the Conference Office and boy am I excited.  I have learned some new tricks 
and tips on how to make the UMW Website better.  I am working with some more colors and changing 
the layout.  I think it will make the website easier to navigate.  Please keep sending me newsletters, 
flyers and events that you want on the website.  I love to have pictures on there as well.  I will set up a 
new link that will send you directly to Flickr.  If you want to make changes or want to try something 
exciting then please call me or email me.   
I will be heading to New Orleans to work on the Reading Program Committee as my role on the Program 
Advisory Group.  If you have some books that you would like to see on there, then please email me or 
call me and let me know.  I hope to bring back more info about the Reading Program and what UMW is 
planning.   
Katie Willis  
mrskatiebugs78@centurylink.net 

Technical Advisor– Program Advisory Group  

Katie Willis  
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Mother.  What thoughts and memories come to mind when 
you think of yours? How did she bless you? How did she 
bless others? Is she still with you today? Does her life and 
love remain in your heart?  
Mother.  What about your children? Are/Were they the 
center of your world? Have you loved, taught, corrected, 
shared, prayed, played and focused on the health and 
welfare and happiness of your child/children? Will they want 
to duplicate you when they raise their children?  
Mother.  There are many wonderful Mothers in all our lives 
and though we honor them every year, it seems inadequate 
considering what they really deserve.   
Mother. There once was a Mother so unique, so precious, 
that our heavenly Father chose her to be the Mother of His 
only begotten Son. She was so trusted that even though she 
was young, inexperienced, and poor, she was chosen to 
Mother our Lord Jesus. Difficult circumstances was her lot in 
life, and yet through unspeakable adversity, such as the 
death threat against her son by the King, she poured herself 
into her son, who became the King of Kings and the Lord of 
Lords. It makes one wonder, what part of His determination; 
compassion, patience, longsuffering, and love came from her 
influence on Him. We assume that He received all of His 
attributes from His heavenly Father because He is the Son of 
God. But He is also the Son of man, so we must not forget to 
honor His Mother for being used of God the Father to instill 
many of those attributes. 
Mother. She’s the one who pushed Jesus into His public 
ministry by making Him do His first public miracle. John 2:1-
11 describes how He wasn’t prepared to turn the water into 
wine because He said that His time had not yet come.  
“This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was the first time 
Jesus revealed his glory. And his disciples believed in 
him” (John 2:11 NLT). Like us, He experienced that 
wonderful force of nature, a Mama who knows best!  He 
acknowledged her and provided for her even during His 
torture on the cross. “When Jesus saw his mother standing 
there beside the disciple he loved, he said to her, “Dear 
woman, here is your son.” And he said to this disciple, “Here 
is your mother.” And from then on this disciple took her into 
his home” (John 19:26-27 NLT).  
Their love and devotion for each other didn’t end there.  As 
she prayed with the others in the upper room on the day of 
Pentecost, He filled her with the Holy Spirit, and their 
relationship continues to this day. She is an example to 
Mothers, as He is an example to Sons and Daughters. 
Mother.  Love her. Cherish her. Honor her. She deserves it! 

Thank you to all the units that became Green Units and 

completed the Sustainable Events Measurement Survey 

in 2016.  I truly appreciate all your efforts to be just. be 

green. 

This is not a one-time effort.  It is an ongoing 

commitment to sustainability.  Use the measurement 

survey at every event you have.  Work on those line 

items that you did not meet and find ways to complete 

all 13 Principles of Sustainability.  Remember this is 

for us, for our earth, for our children.  Everyone can do 

something:  Reduce waste and our carbon footprint; 

Recycle; Reuse.  Remember what G R E E N stands 

for: 

G God is in all of nature and the creation is God’s 

child.  God has granted us stewardship of 

creation.  We should meet these stewardship 

duties through acts of loving care and respect. 

R Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.  Limit the amount of 

handouts at meetings.  Copy materials on both 

sides of the paper.  Buy recycled paper and 

other products.  Provide recycling bins. 

E Environmental and Economic Justice 

 Education. All meetings should be accessible a

 nd affordable.  Get a deeper understanding 0f 

 how the economy works to benefit some and 

 marginalize others from UMW partner 

 organization, United for a Fair Economy:  

 www.faireconomy.org 

E Energy Conservation.  Lower the carbon 

footprint by encouraging carpooling.  Lower 

thermostats 2 degrees in the winter and raise 

them 2 degrees in the summer. 

N Non-Toxic products.  Phase out your direct use 

of toxic products.  Avoid using petroleum based 

plastics whenever possible—in nametags, food 

service items, bottled water, polystyrene cups 

and plates. 

 

“I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, 

that I have set before you life and death, blessings 

and curses. Choose life so that you and your 

descendants may live.” 
~Moses-Deuteronomy 30:19 
Peace, 

Carolyn Celestine, Coordinator 

 rccelestine@att.net 

Spiritual Growth 

Brenda Smith-Keene 

Green Team 

Carolyn Celestine Coordinator 

http://www1.cbn.com/devotions/mother
http://www.faireconomy.org
mailto:rccelestine@att.net
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Return Service Requested 

Ozarks Spring District Meeting April 8, 

2017  Ingathering "Newborn in Need" - an agency 

providing newborn layettes to needy families through 

hospitals & clinics. We pinned quilts, stuffed dolls, and 

cut out all kinds of items which were assembled at the 

Newborns offices!  An in-gathering provided 

additional items used in the bundles. 

Thank you to our ladies of Northwest District for 

UMW for the donations to Baby Grace Ministry @ 

Fabian. This was a great in-gathering at our Spring 

District Meeting. They now have18 locations and 

growing! Www.babygrace.org. We also enjoyed a 

program on Bible journaling! 

Spring District Meeting News 


