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Marilyn’s Message 
 

 

Thanks for electing me as your 2018-19 Missouri Conference 

President.  Kathy Rolen has given me lots of information and now 

with God's help, I am ready to begin! 

 

Be sure to keep your 2018 calendar of events handy as this is going to 

be a busy year.   I hope you have registered for Assembly already, but 

if you haven't and want to attend this once every four years event 

please do so and give Liz Rooks a call to get a hotel room reserved.  

The registration deadline for Assembly is Monday, April 9.  

 

In addition to Assembly, Spring Mission u is coming up! Read more 

details on page four of this newsletter and register now at  

https://tinyurl.com/2018SpringMissionuonline or complete the paper 

form in this issue of the Mission Voice. 

 

Check out the information inside on  this year’s Mission Walk, PATCH 

— Parents and their Children, and Journey for Justice. All of these are 

useful, meaningful and welcoming opportunities to put our faith, hope 

and love in action. 
 

Have a safe rest of winter and rejoice that spring is on its way!  Hope 

to see lots of you at the Legislative Training Event at the Capital Plaza 

Hotel in Jefferson City on March 6 and 7. Read more information 

about it here:  

https://tinyurl.com/2018LegEvent.  
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https://tinyurl.com/2018SpringMissionuonline
https://tinyurl.com/2018LegEvent


Page 2 Mission Voice                        February 2018 

 

God’s Shelter 
You have been a refuge for the poor, a refuge for the 

needy in his distress, a shelter from the storm and a 

shade from the heat.  For the breath of the ruthless is like 

a storm driving against a wall. — Isaiah 25:4 NIV 

 

I love beaches!!! However, one thing I 

have learned is that beach storms can 
arrive quickly, sometimes with devastating 

consequences. If you’ve ever been caught 

in one, particularly on a boat, the rain can 
feel like needles on your skin. Lightning 

can be deadly. Whether you make it back 

to your rental house, your car, or even just 
a covered structure, finding shelter is a 

priority — your only priority. Once you’re covered, you feel safe. Once inside, you 

are relieved. Storms pop up in everyday life too. We can’t predict their arrivals or 
departures. 

 

So, what does it mean to find refuge in God? What does it mean to find shelter  
from the heat and the pressures of our earthly lives, the storms in our lives?  The 

verse deals specifically with physical poverty, and then goes on to describe how 

those who wait patiently on God will be delivered — a prophecy of what’s to 
come. 

 

In terms of practicality, the “shelter” God provides may come in the form of 
another person’s help — a job lead, a contrite heart, an apology. However it 

arrives, trust that if He provided it, relief will follow. We need only step out in 

faith, honoring and obeying through our actions. But there is a Part II. 
 

Let’s not just think in terms of physical poverty. Consider spiritual poverty, as 

well. In the Old Testament times, spiritual issues were often addressed before 
physical relief arrived; God wanted repentance before restoration. This hasn’t 

changed. But if you think about it, Jesus often met the physical needs of others 

before He ever addressed the spiritual. Jesus did not heal the sick, drive out 
demons, or feed the masses — all very practical, physical needs — without 

pointing to God and the Way to true peace that’s everlasting. Jesus did this so that, 

even today as we seek shelter and refuge, believers fulfill what was stated in Isaiah 
25:9: 

 

And it will be said in that day: ‘Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, 
and He will save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for Him; we will be glad and 

rejoice in His salvation.’ 

 
It’s very practical and very wise to seek refuge from storms and relief from God in 

all of life’s storms — but don’t expect Him to meet your physical needs without 

addressing the spiritual, as well. You will be changed, inside and out. 
 

Take time right now. Think of how the Lord has sheltered you, us - physically, 

emotionally, financially, relationally, and especially spiritually. When we are faced 
with challenges and storms and have faith in what He can do, we see his protection, 

provision, and His guiding hand which moves before we ever have need of Him. 
Glory to His holy name!!!   

 

Prayer: Lord, we are reminded of the way You delivered us from so many storms. 
Search our hearts and unlock any doors that remain shut so that we may know and 

declare Your provision. We will wait, and we will take refuge in You. Thank you 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator-— Brenda Smith-Keene 

Let’s Make Sense of our Census! 

 

Even though we’re moving right along in 201, we’re 

still counting on our great United Methodist Women 

to complete the 2017 census! Every single United   

Methodist Woman matters as we engage in mission 

in different ways to impact our local communities, 

our nation, and our world, for the sake of Jesus.  The 

deadline to complete the census is March 30, 2018. 

 

UNIT PRESIDENTS:  Please complete our 2017 

Census at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

census2017.  At the top of the page, there is an 

instructional video if you have questions regarding 

the form.  

 

DISTRICT MNO/PRESIDENTS:  Please keep in 

contact with the local units as they complete the 

census forms, noting when they have completed the 

form and being a resource if they have questions.  If a 

unit is struggling to complete it, you may call them 

for the information and complete the form on their 

behalf.  Be careful not to duplicate the entries as this 

will affect our census.   

 

INDIVIDUALS:  Please register yourself on 

myUMW to stay updated on legislative action, 

learning events, and more, along with your 

personalized UMW Membership Card.   

If you have any outstanding questions, the best way 

to contact me is through email 

at mrskelly1128@gmail.com.  If you need to call, 

please let me know what time you wake up and go to 

bed if you leave a voicemail.  Often times, I make 

call-backs early in the morning or late into the night 

since I work and go to class, but I still want to help.  

Thank you for being a part of the powerful vehicle of 

Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator— 

Samantha Kelly 

2018 is off to a SWEET start! If you wander over to our website at 

www.moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen you will see that I have 

updated as much as I can to date! Districts, if your website has not been 

updated yet please email me at rosie.farmer@hotmail.com. I will do my 

best to fix anything that needs fixing on the site, just let me know if you 

see errors, find broken links, or incorrect information! Thanks! 

Rosie Farmer —Technical Advisor 

https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/Census_2017.html
https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/Census_2017.html
mailto:mrskelly1128@gmail.com
http://www.moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen
mailto:rosie.farmer@hotmail.com


February 2018 Mission Voice      Page  3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to 2018 and another year of giving to support the 

mission work of United Methodist Women wor ldwide.  We 

ended 2017 on a strong note and I will have those figures for you 

in our next Mission Voice. 

 

Mission giving in 2017 was up over previous years which enabled 

the per minute value of doing missions to rise by 6 cents from 

$24.38 in 2017 to $24.44 for 2018.  While this is not a big 

increase, it is welcome news as the value of a mission minute or 

candle burning minute has gone down each year for a number of 

years. 

 

We welcome two new district treasurers this year : Carolyn 

Redmore in Gateway Central and Pam Church for Gateway 

Regional.  We say good-bye and offer heartfelt thanks to Janet 

McLard from Gateway Central and Teri Brecht from Gateway 

Regional for their many years of service to their respective 

districts. 

 

I encourage anyone, whether you are a district treasurer or 

someone on your district mission team or a UMW member 

interested in better understanding our mission giving, to contact 

me with your questions or comments and I will be glad to try to 

help you. 

 

       

 Liz Rooks, Conference Treasurer 

Treasurer — Liz Rooks  

 

Our 12th Mission Walk will again be held 

at Annual Conference in Springfield 

on June 10th.  This is one of our events 

that is greatly enjoyed each year to raise 

money for UMW mission projects.  The 

Bishop, Ministers, Delegates and members 

of UMW join in to make this Walk to a 

nearby church where a continental 

breakfast is served to the walkers. 

 

Walkers donate $20.00 to the walk and 

receive a walk shirt. Units can send their 

donations along with the flyer and can 

pick up shirts at the UMW table at Annual 

Conference.   The shirts will also be 

available at the Legislative Training Event 

in March or at the Conference Mission 

Team meeting.  We will have them to wear 

at Assembly in April. 

 

See page 7 of this newsletter for the walk 

Mission Walk Coordinator — Dixie Stone 

Here’s a hearty hello to all of you uplifting, motivating and wonderful United Methodist 

Women in the Missouri Conference! I am excited to deliver my first issue as editor of 

the Mission Voice and to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with God as your 

communications coordinator. Let’s show off the great mission work we’re doing in the 

Show Me State — send me photos of the ultimate, marvelous and 

wholehearted activities you’re doing to fulfill our purpose. Spread the word, share God’s 

good news and encourage fellow members who don’t yet receive the Mission Voice to 

Kelly G. Loeb — Communications Coordinator 
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Spring 2018 Mission u 
 
Memorial UMC (425 North St., Farmington, MO 63640) is the location for Mission u in the Spring on 

April 13 and  14; registration is due by March 15.  A registration form is available on page five of this 

issue or you can find it at our UMW website:  moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen  — click on the 

Mission u in the Spring link! 

 

Mission u in the Spring is an opportunity for those who would like to attend Mission u but aren’t able to 

attend our summer event at Central Methodist University.  This year’s spring studies are Living as a 

Covenant Community (leader: Rachel Bachenberg)  and Missionary Conferences of the United 

Methodist Church in the United States (leader: Stephanie Greiner).  You are encouraged to get your 

books early and start reading; contact your program resource coordinator about ordering.  Program reading 

books and other resources will be available at Mission u. 

 

Our program starts with registration at 3:30 Friday afternoon followed by opening worship at 4:45, dinner, 

and our evening spiritual growth study session.  Saturday begins at 8:00 a.m. with worship and the day 

concludes at 5 p.m. 

 

Three hotels are available for your overnight stay:  

  

Super 8     Holiday Inn Express & Suites  Hampton Inn 

930 Valley Creek Drive,   820 Market Street    850 Valley Creek Drive 

Farmington, MO 63640  Farmington, MO 63640   Farmington, MO 63640 

573-756-0644   573-701-0505     573-760-8700. 
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For more information about 

the walk and donations,  

contact Dixie Stone at  

‘dixiestone@sbcglobal.net 
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Service Opportunity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PATCH — Parents and their Children — is looking for volunteer 

drivers to take children enrolled in the PATCH program to visit their 

mothers at Chillicothe Correctional Center. PATCH welcomes  

drivers from all across Missouri, with a critical need for drivers in 

St. Louis and St. Joseph. PATCH has a longtime connection with 

United Methodist Women in Missouri. To learn more about PATCH, 

hear from current volunteers about what the program means to them 

and to read their success stories, visit their website at  

http://www.chillicothepatch.org/volunteer/   

 

http://www.chillicothepatch.org/volunteer/
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2018 Calendar of Events  

March 6-7 Legislative Event – Jefferson City, MO 

March 23 & 24 Program, Finance and Mission Team Meeting – Columbia, MO 

April 13 & 14 Spring Mission u – Farmington, MO 

May 17-20 UMW Assembly – Columbus, Ohio 

June 7-10 Church Annual Conference – Springfield, MO 

July 26-29 Mission u at Central Methodist University, Fayette MO 

August 10 & 11 Program, Finance, and Mission Team Meeting – Columbia, MO 

September 28 & 29 Conference UMW Annual Meeting – Poplar Bluff, MO 

Hello Sisters in Christ!  Hope everyone is doing well and staying well.  We are ready for another 

awesome year:  YEAH, sisters!  Many events are coming together for Christian fellowship, learning and 

serving.  Mark your calendars early — you don’t want to miss anything. Check out the calendar of 

events above and let’s get the UMW party started!   

 

All conference officer & district presidents, be watching for  emails about meetings .  I am here to 

work with you in any way possible. Contact me at 573-888-5502 (home) or 573-717-0467 (cell)) or 

Vice President—Vicki Rhew 

tel:(573)%20888-5502
tel:(573)%20717-0467

