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Marilyn’s Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy holidays to everyone – 2018 is about to come to a close and Missouri 
Conference United Methodist Women have made a difference!  We started the 
year with our Legislative Training Event in March, and we are already working on 
that event for 2020.  Nearly 90 women from all around Missouri attended the 
Quadrennial Assembly in Columbus, Ohio in May, and we followed that with 
a great Walk for Mission at Annual Conference in June. July brought us our 
annual Mission u, and September saw us gathering in Poplar Bluff for our Annual 
Meeting with a warm welcome from the their  hosting unit. Many thanks to 
Vicki Rhew, Gail Tinsley and all the ladies in the area for such grand hospitality.  
These events organized by our Conference Mission Team were accompanied by 
all the wonderful mission activities each district and local unit implemented.  
 
Now, as we look forward to 2019 we already have several things planned 
(including a Spiritual Growth Retreat), and I hope you will be able to participate in 
them.  One great way to share district news is by sharing photos and stories on our 
Conference Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/MOUMW/. We 
all enjoy seeing God’s work in action!  
 
Have a blessed holiday and 2019.  If I can be of any help to your district or local 
unit, please contact me.  I would enjoy getting to visit you. 
 
Friend in Christ,  
Marilyn Henegar 
Conference President  
rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net 
816-678-8010 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/MOUMW/
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2018 is about to come to a close for the United 
Methodist Women Mission projects.  The 2019 Mis-
souri Conference directory needs your input if you 

have any changes.  Please send them to me so I can compile the directory 
with the most accurate information.  There may be some local units that do 
not have all of their 2019 officers in place, but a contact name and e-mail 
will ensure you get the information from your district and the conference of-
ficers. 
 
Please send information to  

 Ms. Chris M. Hopkins, Conference Secretary 
   440 N Cox Avenue 
   Republic, MO 65738 
   kcka_65785@yahoo.com 
 

Chris’ Corner 

 
March 23, 2019 marks 150 years of United Methodist 
Women putting faith, hope and love in action! Let’s cel-
ebrate this significant sesquicentennial  by honoring our 

history, magnifying our mission and leaving a lasting 
legacy. Keeping in mind that our purpose is to know 

God and experience freedom as whole persons, we will 
assure the continuation of ministries with women, chil-

dren and youth worldwide, enable United Methodist 
Women to respond more adequately to new and emerg-

ing needs and support the national budget of United 
Methodist Women.  

 
For more about our beginning,  

ways to give, our impact  
and upcoming 150th anniversary celebrations,  

visit 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150  
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What is the significance of  candle burning?  For many individuals or units it is a way to recognize 
and honor the memory of someone special who was an excellent role model of how to be in 
mission doing God’s work.  For others, it is a way of showing unit members or a church 
congregation how many hours their mission money was going to be used to spread God’s word 
and help those in need. 
 
Candle burning at annual meeting this year represented the $238,396.78 of Mission dollars 
Missouri Conference UMW sent to UMW National Office in 2017, providing 163 hours of mission 
work around the world.   
 
$11,587.46 of the above amount was received as candle burning money from the Gateway Central, 
Mid-State, Ozarks, and Southeast Districts to honor the memory of people in their  units or  
districts who passed away during 2017 and had given many hours expanding everyone’s concept 
of mission throughout their lives.  This amount covers 7 hours and 54 minutes of the 163 hours. 
 
       
 
        Liz Rooks, Conference Treasurer 
        rookselizabeth@gmail.com 
        660-281-3333 
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BE JUST.  BE GREEN.  

 
 
 

Congratulations to all the units that became Green Units and completed the Sustaina-
ble Events Measurement Survey in 2017.  In September at Annual Meeting, the fol-
lowing units were designated be just. be green. units: 
 
 Heartland:  Adr ian, Archie Circle of Sisters, Harr isonville, St. James 
 Ozarks:  Kimber ling City 
 Southwest:  Iantha, Oronogo, Wheaton  
 
To qualify as a be just. be green. unit in accordance with the Mission Today Criteria 
for 2018, each unit must complete the pledge form and/or survey and send same to me 
by December 31, 2018. 
 
This is my last year as your Green Team Task Force Coordinator.  It has been a joy 
and pleasure to serve you in this capacity.  Thank you all for an exciting and reward-
ing journey as we worked and continue to work toward creating sustainability in our 
meetings, reducing our carbon footprint, advocating for environmental justice, and 
taking action and speaking out for climate justice. 
 
United Methodist Women calls for sound stewardship of the earth and environmental-
ly friendly lifestyles that preserve creation for the benefit of present and future genera-
tions.  They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord. – Isaiah 
65:25 
 
I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life 
and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may 
live. Moses, in Deuteronomy 30:19 

 
 
  Peace, 
 
  Carolyn Celestine, Coordinator 
  Green Team Task Force 
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2018 Annual Meeting 

 
With inspiration from Psalm 24:1 — The earth is the LORD’s and everything in  it. The world and all its peo-
ple belong to him. — the Missouri Conference United Methodist Women convened their  annual meeting in 
Poplar Bluff on September 28 and 29.  
 
With radical hospitality and extravagant generosity, First United Methodist Church of Poplar Bluff welcomed 
members from each  of Missouri’s districts. Friday evening offered training for new and continuing officers 
and a social action movie. Saturday morning dawned with official conference business, including election and 
installation of officers and coordinators’ reports. Especially motivating was a history of the Mission Walk we 
hold at each year’s church annual conference. UMW members wearing t-shirts from each of our 11 walks, 
spelling out M-I-S-S-I-O-N W-A-L-K, proudly paraded past meeting attendees.  
 
Marsha Keene-Hutchason and Lindsay Burke, executive staff of Susanna Wesley Family Learning Center, 
told success stories about their outreach to Poplar Bluff and other southeast Missouri communities. Programs 
and services they deliver include enrichment activities for youth, parenting education, violence prevention, 
food pantries and mental health counseling. For the ingathering, meeting attendees donated personal care 
items and linens to the Susanna Wesley Family Learning Center.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As we are nearing the 150th anniversary of United Methodist Women in 2019, we were treated to a dramatic 
and educational presentation of the history of United Methodist Women. Adding to our anticipation, the host 
districts for the 2019 annual meeting — Southwest, Ozarks and Mid-State — enthusiastically showcased the 
warm welcome they’ll exhibit next September 27 and 28. 
 
 

Kudos and kisses to these 2018 District Women of the Year in Mission:  
 

Gateway Central: Barbara Bast 
Gateway Regional: Teri Brecht 

Heartland: Jana Miller 
Mark Twain: Karen Horner 

Mid-State: Grace Glazebrook 
Northwest: Donella Jobst 
Ozarks: Barbara Vestal 

Southeast: Jean McClintock 
Southwest: Judi Kitchen 

 
We wholeheartedly thank them  

for their uplifting, meaningful and winning displays of faith, hope and love in action! 
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Make a Moment to Meditate 
Brenda Smith-Keene, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

 

The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, but all 
too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, 
and the desire for other things, so no fruit is produced. -Mark 4:18–19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Time to Think 
With arms outstretched, I thank. With heart beating gratefully, I love.  

With body in health, I jump for joy. With spirit full, I love. – Terri Guillemets 
 

A Time to Act 
As we honor the holiday season with gratitude and generosity,  
it is the perfect time to thank God for giving us a fruitful life. 

 
A Time to Pray 

Heavenly Father,  
thank You for helping me weed unhealthy worries and thoughts from my life. 

 
 

Save the Date — Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat 
Friday, April 5, 2019 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 pm   

Saturday, April 6, 2019 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

Community United Methodist Church 
3301 W. Broadway 

Columbia, MO 65203 
More details to come! 
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2019 Calendar of Events  

 

February 1-3 Leadership Development Days — Tempe, AZ 

February 23-26 UMC Special General Conference — St. Louis, MO 

March 15-16 Mission Team Meeting — Columbia, MO  

April 5-6, 2019 Spiritual Growth Retreat — Community UMC, Columbia, MO 

June 7-9 UMC Annual Meeting 

July 25-28 Mission u — Central Methodist University, Fayette, MO 

August 9-10 Mission Team Meeting — Columbia, MO 

September 27-28 UMW Annual Meeting & Officers’ Training  

 
Thank you to everyone for making our 2018 Annual Meeting a success.  I appreciate all of you 
who helped and  attended.  We are already planning for next year, so as you start blocking dates 
on your new calendar, make sure you include the events listed above and join us! The Southwest, 
Ozarks and Mid-State Districts will be our hosts for the 2019 Annual Meeting on September 27 
and 28. 

Have a blessed Christmas and never forget the reason for the season! 

Vice President—Vicki Rhew 


