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President Sharon Kindle-Smith                   

Maybe I am still tired from two weeks of deaconess classes, or maybe I am tired from the political rhetoric that 

floods our nation all the time, or maybe I am tired of the discussion within the church about who can be called to serve 

God.  Whatever it is, I just could not find inspiration, so I went to the place I can find strength through our organization, 

response and found a transcript of United Methodist Women General Secretary and CEO Harriett Jane Olson’s speech at 

the end of Assembly 2018 and decided that her words were the perfect ones for this winter. 

Our organization leads. Our members lead. The organization has a role in your church and your 
community. I invite you and maybe even challenge you to stretch your personal leadership role and to think 
about the way your unit, your district, your conference can engage as a leader in the causes to which we’re 
committed,” she said. 

“This is also a time for inviting new voices. Today’s women need a place to join this organization and 
offer their leadership,” Olson continued. 

Olson also called on attendees to mobilize for justice, to commit to advocacy on at least one of the 
priority areas Assembly participants learned about at the event. She encouraged United Methodist Women 
members and partners to step outside their comfort zones in discerning and acting on needs in their 
communities and states. 

“This is the time for our own, bold, action! United Methodist Women, Elizabeth said yes to God. Mary 
said yes to God. Our predecessors said yes to God. You are also saying yes to God! You are bold. You are 
leaders. Together, we are powerful. And the time is now!”  Harriet Olson 

.  I encourage your unit to adopt one of the priority issues to focus on: Criminalization of Communities of Color & 

Mass Incarceration (School to prison pipeline), Economic Inequality, Climate Justice and Maternal and Child Health.  

With Bishop Farr’s emphasis on uniting with schools to create a pathway out of poverty, you might find a way to connect 

our focus on helping to stop the school-to-prison pipeline.   

Remember we are connectional and we are the many, not the few.   

Fill the winter months with reading.  One of the new books for 2019 is Deep Denial. I found this to be a very 

insightful book that invited me to look closely at my life.  I enjoyed the book, however, I have some friends who did not 

care for it.  It certainly could and should lead to much discussion! 

Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, Happy New Year.  

May the peace of God go with you every second of every day.  Blessings to you all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               Toni Sayers & President Sharon                      
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Greetings, Mid-State UMW members. I trust your fall season has been beautiful and productive.  I will 

be the District Mission Coordinator of Education and Interpretation for 2019.  Someone from your unit will 

need to be sure the Mission Today Criteria form is completed and returned to me by February 1, 2019.  I have 

included my contact information, so if you need assistance or have questions, please feel free to contact me.  If 

you need a copy of the report form, it can be found at the following address: 

https://www.moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen 

Thank you for your attention to this report.   

Jackie Bruner,  Bruner82@hotmail.com 

 

JoAnne Sinclair, Membership Nurture & Outreach 

 It has been my pleasure to serve as MNO with a great district team. I want to remind everyone that the 

census is due to me by 15th of January. I want to complete the year and enjoy the winters as I know everyone 

does. For the census, I need to have the number of ladies in your unit on January 1, 2018 and the number on 

December 31, 2018. I need to have the name and address of the church, type of unit you are and the name and 

address of the one reporting. If you need a form, go to the UMW site. 

(moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen). Thank you and have a blessed year. 

Karen Hunt, Vice President  

   It was so good to see all of you at the Fall Meeting at Court Street UMC in Fulton. The ladies at Court 

Street were gracious hostesses and we had a good meeting. We recognized our Mid-State 2018 Women in 

Mission Lori Lewellen, Martha Again, Becky Joy, Grace Glazebrook, Sharon Smith, Renee Holloway, 

Judy Kersten and Joyce Smith. We thanked out going Mission Team members Karen McMahon, Jo Anne 

Sinclair, and Sara Green. Lavonne Patterson installed our 2019 Mission Team and Toni Sayers from the Green 

Team presented the program on Climate Justice. 

   

I hope to see all Mid-State units represented at our Spring Meeting on April 20, 2019 at New Horizons 

UMC in Columbia. Our program will be The Turning Point from Wilkes Blvd UMC. Please mark your calendar 

and plan to attend. The Fall Meeting is planned for September 21, 2019 at Harper Chapel UMC at Osage Beach. 

I am looking for a program for the Fall Meeting and I would appreciate suggestions you might have. Please 

contact me with your suggestions.   

We have an opening on the Mission Team for a Historian, this is an appointed position. For more 

information, please contact Sharon Smith or Karen Hunt.  

Please include our Communications Coordinator, Shirley Link in your prayers.  She stepped up when we 

needed help with the newsletter and is now facing a medical condition. Thank you, Shirley, we really appreciate 

all your hard work.   

Thanks to each of you for all that you do! Kkhunt44@gmail.com .  

  

 

https://www.moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen
mailto:Bruner82@hotmail.com
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 Judy Shannon-Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

November is a very special time of year. Families who can will get together and visit, catch up on what's 

going on, what’s new, probably eat too much! We in U M W at this time of year are looking back and thinking 

about what we have accomplished during  the year. Let’s take inventory. Let’s see, did we pray every day for our 

prayer partner, were we 5-STAR unit, did we raise our PLEDGE (every dollar helps) and send it in on time Dec 

1, to the District Treasurer, have we read some good books (READING PROGRAM) that might have changed 

our thinking in some areas? How about the MISSION TODAY program, these are things we should be doing 

anyway and REPORT what we did do, PLEASE SEND IN ALL REPORTS? This is like your family getting 

together at Thanksgiving catching up on what's been happening. Our Mid-State District meetings are our way of 

getting together and finding out what’s been happening in our lives and the life of the district. I urge you to PLAN 

to go to the District meetings. It won't be long till you feel a part of the U M W family, just like your own family 

getting together. Have you talked to the group that goes to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center in May for 

5 DAYS?  Besides the great mission work they do, the best part is the friendships they have formed, only by 

spending time together. I'm sure when you look back the friends you have made are what comes to mind. Spiritual 

growth is spending time together with God’s other children, praying teaching, sharing, it’s not so hard 

understanding others when you get to know them. BUT the catch is TIME. What time will we give our U M W 

and our mission. FAITH, HOPE LOVE, IN ACTION. 

Please SHARE THE NEWSLETTER WITH EVERYONE 

LET ME KNOW IF I CAN BE OF HELP.  xyz17@hughes.net   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------__- 

 MIDSTATE LIBRARY UPDATE: 

At the Fall meeting we had numerous books returned to the Library and we had 37 books checked out of 

the library.  Good job, readers!  Keep up the use of the library!   

We will have the library books at the Spring meeting, however if you would like to check out a book or 

return books before that, please contact me and we can work out something.  I really want our district to use 

these library books as much as possible.  The content of our reading program books covers so many topics!  It’s 

like an escape to a far away place on an adventure!   

Joni Troyer – jonitroyer@mchsi.com                                                         

 

Nettie Cherrington, Treasurer 

Please remember that all funds for 2018 must reach me by December 1 to be included in this fiscal year. It has 

been a great year and I look forward to working with all of you next year. For those needing Special Recognition 

Pins be sure to fill out the form and send your remittance to me. I will forward to Women’s Division. It usually 

takes about four weeks to process.  

 

mailto:jonitroyer@mchsi.com
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Linda Mealy, Corsage Coordinator 

The Fall District Meeting was a success, although we could not get the sound system working.  The presenter of 

the program started talking about climate change and ladies started asking questions and it turned into a great information 

presentation!  The Court Street ladies were happy and grateful for being able to host this year’s fall meeting. 

      ====== 

Read! Read! Read!   

2018 comes to a close! 

The Fall meeting in Fulton was so much fun!  I enjoyed seeing many of you and sharing about the Reading 

Program and the Program Resources available to our units.   

As 2018 draws to a close, it’s time to finish your 2018 Reading Program!   How is your goal going to have your 

UMW unit try to increase their participation in the UMW Reading Program?  Share your success stories with me   

I encourage everyone to continue to read throughout December.  Please fill out your Reading Program Plan and 

return them to your unit SPR.  It would be very helpful if the SPR person from each unit can send all the Reading Program 

Plans for the unit to me at the address below.  I will need to know which Reading Program Plan and which books from 

each category have been read for each person.   

We continue to encourage Each One Read One—such that each UMW member reads at least one book from the 

UMW Reading Program.  We can do it! 

Please send your completed Reading Program plans by January 1, 2019, or if you have any questions about the 

Reading Program, please contact me: 

Joni Troyer Secretary of Program Resources, Email  jonitroyer@mchsi.com 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Brenda Sells, Nominations Chair 

We had a very enjoyable Fall meeting in Fulton and thanks to Lavonne Patterson for installing our new 

officers for 2019. However, Shirley has informed us that due to some health issues she will not be able to 

continue doing the quarterly district newsletters next year; therefore, I am asking if anyone in your unit would 

be available to take the Communications Coordinator position. Shirley has done a great job with the newsletter 

which keeps us al' informed. Please contact myself, Diana Revelle, Lu Lockwood, Linda Mealy or Renee 

Holloway, if you know someone who is willing to take this position. 
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  Sandy Dolezal, Social Action Coordinator   

 The following information on Social Action was composed by Aliya Jones, Program Assistant, Office 

of Public Policy UMW, Washington, DC, & sent to MO District Social Action Coordinators by Faye Abrams, 

Social Action Coordinator for the MO Conference UMW. 

"Please, if you have not already done so, take action to be added to the Electronic Action Network, 

which will send monthly Action Alerts directly to your email account. If you have given the Action Network a 

mailing address, please note that they do three mailings a year. If you need to make changes to the information 

you sent to them or want to unsubscribe at any time, please let them know 

at csadc@unitedmethodistwomen.org. 

 Please be sure to add the Action Network to your list of contacts in your email accounts address 

book.  This will enable messages from the Electronic Action Network to go directly into your Inbox instead of 

being mistakenly blocked as SPAM.  The email addresses for the Electronic Action Network are: 

umwanet@gbgm-umc.org and umwactionnetwork@list.gbgm-umc.org. 

 You can view the most current Action Alerts by visiting unitedmethodistwomen.org. If you have a 

moment, please read the most recent action alerts at 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/air-pollution-and-public-health 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/your-vote-our-voices-speak-up-for-our-future 

 Thank you for your commitment to social action!" 

  Our MO Legislative Training Event (LTE) is held every other year in even years. The next LTE will be in March 

2020 in Jefferson City. This informative event update participants on MO legislature pertaining to social welfare. More 

information will be in future Missive newsletters. 

.   Sandy Dolezal                sshd1946@yahoo.com 

.       _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-State District Fall Meeting 

Court Street Methodist Church 
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Shirley Link 

Communications Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

CALENDAR 

December 1 – All Funds due to district treasurer - Nettie Cherrington 

January 1, 2019 – Reading report due to district resource secretary – Joni Troyer 

January 31, 2019 – Membership Report Due 

February 1, 2019 – Mission Today Report due to district E&I coordinator – Jackie Bruner 

  

 

 

 

 

Ladies attending Annual Meeting in Poplar Bluff 


