
President’s Greeting
Please note my new email address as well as a new district email address.  

I retired in January and thought what a wonderful opportunity God has given me to be able to 
focus more time on the organizations that matter most to me.  As I take a look at the 40+ hours a 
week I was employed, I am hopeful that I can at least devote 1/3 of that time to UMW and other 
organizations that support women, children and youth.  It is always our hope to be impactful.  It is 
our prayer that we will act in ways that contribute to the greater good and it is God’s blessing to 
us that through faith and love we can make a difference.

I want to acknowledge the vice presidents, treasurers and thank those new and seasoned 
presidents who came to the limited unit officer training on January 27.  We had good 
conversation and I trust that each president has started off this year with renewed vigor and the 
guidance from the “2017 Handbook” that UMW provides online at no cost.  The resources that 
UMW provides free continue to give me hope that we can make the most of our mission dollars.

Speaking of dollars, all 9 Districts administrative allocations for 2018 from the Conference UMW 
were cut about 25%. The District Mission Team discussed the increasing  District meeting costs for 
facility usage in terms of AV and custodial services, printing, meals, childcare etc. at our Jan. 27 
meeting and thought that it would best serve our district if we each shared the burden (a little) by 
having the cost of the registration fully cover the meeting cost. As you will note, we have 
increased (by $2) the registration for the Spring District Meeting to $12.  This year we must take a 
more rigorous look at how and where we expend our District funds in service to the local units. 
Our budget was published in the Fall Meeting program book. If you have suggestions, questions 
or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Norma McKelvy   nmckelvy@aol.com (816)918-2608
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Vice President’s View

Greetings from the burg…Warrensburg that is! I am hoping warmer days are ahead.

I am looking forward to our Spring District Meeting in Sedalia, MO at the Celebration
Center. The district mission team just met there and it is a wonderful facility. Please
plan to bring your ladies and girls to our meeting which will be on April 21 with
registration at 8:30 am and the business meeting commencing at 9: 15 am.

The spring meeting consists of a memorial service, awards to local units for meeting
“Mission Today” criteria, Mai Gray Charter for Racial Justice Club membership
certificates, and other items of interest to the district membership. So please take a
minute and register with the form in this newsletter.

The theme of the District Spring Meeting is “Maternal Health”. An article relating to
this issue is in the September 2017 Response Magazine on page 24 entitled
“Learning to Advocate for Maternal Health”. I originally thought every woman had
health care when having a baby. I was wrong. Here is an excerpt from the UMW
website on maternal health:

… Dr. Beth Collins-Sharp, the director of Program Innovation in the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Office on Women’s Health, 
explored with attendees reasons why women are still dying in childbirth in 2017. 
Collins-Sharp pointed to many factors, among them poverty, race, age and access 
to health care.

In addition to putting the date April 21 on your calendar, also remember vice-
presidents of your units to use 2 programs from the current Program Book during
the year and participate in the “Call to Prayer and Self-Denial” program and offering.
These two requirements fulfill two of the Mission Today criteria.

See you in April!

Jana Miller, Vice President
janamiller51@yahoo.com
660-909-5802

mailto:janamiller51@yahoo.com
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Secretary’s Station

Thank you to all Local Units for completing and submitting your 2018 Officers 
Listing.   I am currently putting the finishing touches on the Heartland District 
Directory.  Local presidents will receive a hard copy of the directory at the Spring 
District Meeting.  I am looking forward to another year as your secretary.  

I’ll see you in Sedalia on April 21st!

Wanda Steele, Secretary
(816) 444-6153 (h)  (816) 810-1836 (c)
steele.wanda@gmail.com

Treasurer’s Tally

Welcome to all new and returning treasurers. It was wonderful meeting several of 
you at the district training in Sedalia.

Last year we had a pledge total of $45,000. I have sent in over $65,000 in pledges 
and over $9,000 in the other 4 channels of mission giving. The pledge this year is 
for $50,000. This year we will recognize 22 5 Star Units.

I got off to a rough start last year but this year my goal is to be on top of 
everything in a timely manner. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at the email address or numbers below. My cell is the easiest one to 
reach me on.

Georgia Phillips, Treasurer
phillipsgeorgiaa@gmail.com / 816-353-1418 (home) / 816-309-4152 (cell)

Limitless: Redefine Tomorrow
Please invite young ladies (AGES 12-18) in your church (your daughters, grand 
daughters and maybe even great-grands) to our Spring District Meeting .  We have 
an opportunity to help shape their view of mission and UMW through a program 
led by Yvette Richards, Past UMW Board President.  THEIR REGISTRATION WILL BE 
COVERED at no cost to them or your unit, but they must be registered.  

mailto:steele.wanda@gmail.com
mailto:phillipsgeorgiaa@gmail.com
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Spiritual Growth

I hope all of you are enjoying a great new year. It is a fresh, new beginning and I am excited to 
serve you as the Heartland District Spiritual Growth chairperson. 

Our Spring District Meeting is scheduled for April 21 in Sedalia, MO. At this meeting we take 
time to honor those UMW women who have passed away in 2017 by having a memorial 
service for them. Letters and e-mails will be sent to the presidents of each UMW unit in the 
Heartland District asking for names of their ladies who passed away, which will be read during 
this service. I am asking that these names be sent to me by April 7. My contact information is 
below. It is an honor to be able to lead this service. Also, please keep using your Prayer 
Calendar at your unit meetings. It is a great source to remember everything UMW supports 
throughout the world. Last of all, pray for each other and your church throughout this new year.

Jean Pinkston
1502 Broadway, Apt. E

Pleasant Hill, MO 64080 Spring District Meeting

jeanpinkston01@comcast.net Memorial Service

Please submit names by April 7

Education and Interpretation

Dana Pearis
danapearis@comcast.net ~ (816) 331-2285

mailto:jeanpinkston01@comcast.net
mailto:dahapearis@comcast.net
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Social Action 

MO Conference UMW Bi-Annual Legislative Training Event 2018 is almost here! Hope to 

see you in Jefferson City on March 6-7 at the Capitol Plaza Hotel. The theme is "Unity: 

What Now? And How? "May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you 

a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus." Romans 15:5

You can still send in your registration to Margaret Bullock in Farmington until Feb 16. 

Certainly need our district to be well represented! I would be happy to email you the 

registration form. The hotel rooms should have been reserved by Feb 1, but let me know if 

you need help to squeeze in so you don't miss out. Just reach out to me at 816-820-1094.

Before participants leave the event before lunch on Wed, Mar 7, there will be van rides 

from the hotel to the Capitol for touring. This will give you the opportunity to see inside the 

Capitol without worrying about the walk up the hill or parking.

If your unit cannot attend this time, let me know if your unit would like a speaker for UMW 

Sunday or unit meetings. I would be happy to try to give you a summary of issues covered 

such as Criminalization and racial elements of social institutions, Climate Justice, 

Maternal and Child Health, Economic Inequality, and Hot Topics. Let me know how I can 

help you advocate for Social Action and Social Justice!

Blessings to all!

Kara Myers, Social Action Coordinator

816-820-1094 / karalmyers@gmail.com

A special election for the position of Missouri House of Representatives District 23 
was called for November 7, 2017. Barbara Anne Washington (D) defeated David 
Martin (R) and Daniel Trott (Green) in the special election. Congratulations to our 
Heartland District Nominating Committee Chair! We’ll see you in Jefferson City!

Contact Annette Young at adedyoung@kc.rr.com or (816-361-8573) if you need 
ribbon corsages.  If you have a large or unusual order please give her time to get 
them to you.  She can have them ready for pick-up at the Spring District Meeting. 

Ribbon Corsages 

tel:(816) 820-1094
mailto:karalmyers@gmail.com
https://ballotpedia.org/State_legislative_special_elections,_2017#November_7.2C_2017
https://ballotpedia.org/Missouri_House_of_Representatives
https://ballotpedia.org/David_Martin_(Missouri)
https://ballotpedia.org/Daniel_Trott
mailto:adedyoung@kc.rr.com
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2018 Mission Team

President: Norma McKelvy

Vice-President: Jana Miller

Secretary: Wanda Steele

Treasurer: Georgia Phillips

Spiritual Growth : Jean Pinkston

Social Action: Kara Myers

Membership Nurture and Outreach: Nancy Cochran

Education and Interpretation: Dana Pearis

Secretary of Program Resources: Callie Ballenger

Ribbon Corsage Coordinator: Annette Young

Historians: Debra Cunningham and Raimonda Davis

Nominating Committee: Beth Brant, Nancy Jones, 
Jane Lacy, Janet Oates, Joanne Peck, Wanda 
Wulfekammer and Charla Yoder

Nominating Chairperson: Barbara Anne 
Washington beedub1967@msn.com

Program Resources

Welcome to 2018!  I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season and is enjoying 
Winter.  There is not a better time of the year to huddle up with a blanket and read 
a good book.  Why not pick a book from the UMW Reading Program and make it a 
New Year’s Resolution to complete one of the four Reading Program Plans that 
range from 5 books to 20 books per year. 

Information on the reading program can be found on P. 28 of the 
2018 Reading Program Catalog which can be downloaded for 
free at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org and clicking on Free 
Downloads on the menu on the left side of the page.  If you do 
not have internet access and would like a copy of this please let 
me know by calling or texting me at 816-752-6662.  

You can order the books through me from UMW by Feb 27 and I 
will bring them to the Spring District meeting where you can pay and pick them up.  
You can also order directly from UMW or Amazon.com or check your local library. I 
am here to be a resource to you and your UMW units so if I can be of assistance 
please do not hesitate to contact me by 

phone or text at 816-752-6662 or by e mail at stiles_callie@yahoo.com

2018 Nominations

According to the Heartland District 
Standing Rules, the following 
officers will be elected in the
EVEN NUMBER YEARS: 
President,  Secretary, Social Action, 
Spiritual Growth, Committee on 
Nominations Chairperson.

If you are interested in serving in a 
leadership role in the Heartland 
District (or know someone who is 
willing to serve), please contact one 
of the Nominating Committee 
Members!

mailto:beedub1967@msn.com
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
mailto:stiles_callie@yahoo.com
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Membership, Nurture and Outreach

Please remember that every unit is 
requested to submit a census on line: 
(https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPa
geNavigator/Census_2017.html)
This link includes a video with instructions 
on how to complete the census.

Spring District Read!

The book selected is Global Girlfriends by Stacey Edgar.  It is the 
inspiring story of how one woman has helped women living in 
poverty worldwide feed their families and send their children to 
school by creating a sustainable market for the products that they 
create.  It can be ordered online through Alibris or amazon, at local 
libraries and bookstores.

Plan to attend the Spring District read on Saturday, April 7 at 10:00 am.  The 
presentation and discussion will be at Keystone United Methodist Church, 406 
West 74th St, Kansas City, Mo 64114.  Please RSVP to Jean Schlegel (816) 536-
8425.

Census Report Due 3/30/2018

The forms will be forwarded to Unit Presidents as soon as they are received form 
our Missouri Conference Coordinator, Samantha Kelly.  Please begin thinking 
about who you want as your unit nominee.  The nominee form will need to be 
returned to me by June 1.

K. Nancy Cochran, Membership, Nurture & Outreach Coordinator
12422 East 39th Terr. South
Independence, Mo 64055

Cell  (816) 392-0046

District Woman of the Year in Mission 

https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/Census_2017.html


2018 District Calendar

January 15, 2018 Mission Today criteria due (forms are in the district directory)

February 1, 2018 Voice of the Heartland newsletter submission due date

March 6-7, 2018 Legislative Training Event – Jefferson City, MO

March 23, 2018 Annual DayOfGiving –see Legacy Fund below

April 1, 2018 Voice of the Heartland newsletter submissions due date

April 7, 2018 Spring District Read – Keystone ~ 406 W 74th KCMO ~ 10AM

April 21, 2018 Spring District Meeting – First UMC Celebration Center, Sedalia, MO

May 17-20, 2018 UMW Assembly – Columbus, OH

July 26-29, 2018 Mission u – Central Methodist University, Fayette, MO

August 1, 2018 Voice of the Heartland newsletter submissions due date

September 28-29, 2018 Annual Mo Conference UMW Meeting – Poplar Bluff, MO

October 31, 2018 Unit Mission Team Officers listing – due to District Secretary

November 1, 2018 Voice of the Heartland newsletter submissions due date

December 15, 2018 All 2018 pledges due to - Heartland District Treasurer

December 31, 2018 Mai Gray Criteria due to - Heartland District President
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Communications Corner

WANTED:  Communications Coordinator with technical skills to publish this 
newsletter, send it postal and email it to those as they have requested it  and 
keep us posted!  If you are interested please respond to our new Heartland 
District email address heartlanddistrictumw@gmail.com or contact 
nmckelvy@aol.com or 816-918-2608 for more information

Annual Day of Giving https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/day-of-giving

- On March 23, 1869, eight women gathered at Tremont Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Boston, Massachusetts; they decided to raise enough money to send a 
doctor and a teacher to India as missionaries, and formed the Woman's Foreign 
Missionary Society, which would evolve and become United Methodist Women.

Your historians need information from you.  Please contact Raimonda Davis at 
railene@sbcglobal.net or Debra Cunningham dcunningham2011@gmail.com
if you have district articles of historical significance that should be archived.

mailto:heartlanddistrictumw@gmail.com
mailto:nmckelvy@aol.com
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/day-of-giving
mailto:railene@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dcunningham2011@gmail.com


Heartland UMW Spring District Meeting Registration Form
The Registration Fee is $12.00 per person which includes Lunch

Please mail this completed registration form along with registration fee 
to:  Nancy Jones, Registrar, 7902 E. 170th St., Belton, MO. 64012

816-331-3555 ~ njones38@kc.rr.com

Make Checks payable to: Deadline for Registration:
Heartland UMW Wednesday, April 11, 2018

Your Name

Your Church Affiliation

Your Phone Number

Your Email Address

Childcare Available
Indicate name and age of each child

Our guest speaker will engage and educate our “community of women” 

regarding alternative methods for child delivery and the challenges 

women continue to face locally and globally in addressing

Registration starting at 8:30 A.M. Gathering at 9:15 A.M

Dismiss around 2 P.M.  We are looking forward to seeing you!

The Ingathering for this meeting will benefit:

PETTIS COUNTY HEALTH CENTER - SAFE SLEEP PROGRAM: 

Sheets for Pack’n’Play or regular crib sheets; Sleep bags for infants.

PETTIS COUNTY COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP COMMUNITY CLOSET:  

Diapers and baby wipes

Heartland United Methodist Women

Spring District Meeting

Saturday, April 21, 2018

First UMC - Celebration Center

1701 West 32nd St., Sedalia, MO. 65301            
Firstsayyes.com Phone: (660) 827-2993

If this is a Limitless Registration provide age  _____ and unit __________________ 



Editor’s note – our next newsletter article submission 
deadline is  April 1, 2018. Please submit your articles  

and address changes/additions  to 

heartlanddistrictumw@gmail.com

Heartland District 
Newsletter Editor

7323 Harrison
Kansas City, MO 64131

mailto:heartlanddistrictumw@gmail.com

