
President’s Greeting

Both the conference annual meeting and the fall district meeting brought lots of 
good news and updates for us as we close out 2017. This issue of Voice of the 
Heartland includes highlights from our gatherings. 

There is so much to do: elections to hold, officer lists to send in, reports and 
pledges to complete. Please remember that every unit is requested to submit a 
census on line: 
(https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/Census_2017.html)
This link includes a video with instructions on how to complete the census.

Finally, as we look at the world and all that is happening from natural disasters to 
manmade incidents to illness and home goings, I would ask that we all take a few 
minutes in prayer, being thankful for our current efforts and asking for renewed 
strength to help us continue to put our faith, hope and love into action!

Norma McKelvy
norma.mckelvy@bluekc.com

816-918-2608 (cell)
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Vice President’s View

One hundred twelve of you graced us with your presence at the Fall District Meeting on Saturday, 
October 14 at Grace United Methodist Church in Lee’s Summit. Enthusiastically showing your hope 
and hospitality, you demonstrated God’s love, generosity and mercy in thinking green and bringing 
environmentally-friendly items like household cleaning supplies and office products to donate to 

Lee’s Summit Social Services. Moreover, after an educational and enlightening presentation on 
immigration and UMW’s response to it by Jennifer Wieman Earles from Legal Aid of Western 

Missouri, you reached deep into your hearts and pockets and collected $700.00 for refugees in need 
of legal aid at Della Lamb Community Services!

During our time together, after program and operations reports, we thanked our outgoing mission 
team members for their devoted service and embraced incoming members with a call to continue 
the charge of UMW missions. We got a sneak peek of Assembly 2018, which will be in Columbus, 

Ohio, crowned our 2017 Woman in Mission (see page 7 for more), conducted our pledge service and 
shared communion and prayer, led by Grace’s pastor Jeremy Vickers.

Wholehearted thanks to the Grace UMW unit for graciously sharing your beautiful space and for 
nourishing and nurturing us with hearty soup and chili and delicious desserts! 

Pass it on: our programs are the heart of UMW mission! Keep up the great work you’re doing to 
fulfill our purpose of knowing God, experiencing freedom, developing creative, supportive fellowship 

and expanding concepts of mission.

In His love,
Jana Miller, Vice President
janamiller51@yahoo.com

660-909-5802

mailto:janamiller51@yahoo.com
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Secretary’s Station

Thank you for submitting your 2018 officer listings!  Even though the official 
deadline was October 31, you may continue to send your information to me 
and Communications Coordinator Kelly G. Loeb for inclusion in our 2018 
directory. Presidents received these forms at the 2017 Spring District 
Meeting, and an electronic copy is included in this issue of Voice of the 
Heartland. 

Sincerely,
Wanda Steele, Secretary
6707 Kenwood Ave
Kansas City, MO  64131
(816) 444-6153
steele.wanda@gmail.com

Treasurer’s Tally
2017 has been another awesome year for mission giving! Our current total is 
$44,752.43; of this total, $42,173.62 is for pledges and that exceeds the 
$40,000.00 pledge we set last year! The remaining $2,578.81 is the total for 
the other four channels of mission giving.

All remittances are due by Friday, December 15. Contact me if you have 
questions!

Thanks for giving so faithfully & fruitfully!

Georgia Phillips, Treasurer
phillipsgeorgiaa@gmail.com / 816-353-1418 (home) / 816-309-4152 (cell)

mailto:steele.wanda@gmail.com
mailto:phillipsgeorgiaa@gmail.com
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Spiritual Growth
Does God Know You?

I read a devotion the other day by Dr. Harold Sala. I do not know who he is*, but his words gave me something to 
seriously think about. He writes:

Is it possible that an individual could go to church, put some money in the collection plate occasionally, even 
belong to a church, and yet be lost spiritually? Jesus, Himself, raised the grave issue as to whether a person can 
attend church, sing the songs, and can even be involved in areas of Christian service such as teaching Sunday 
School, and yet not genuinely be headed to heaven at the end of life’s road. Jesus opened His heart and taught the 
people, and part of what He said relating to this important issue is found in Matthew 7 –“Not everyone who says 
to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them 
plainly, I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!”

Dr. Sala continues with this: Frankly, I have a growing concern for masses of men and women today who nominally 
go through the motions of a Christian experience, yet their lives seemingly are unaffected by what they believe. 
The bottom line is that their marriages are no different; their business dealings are unaffected; their language 
sounds much like the person’s who says he doesn’t buy into that God business. There is little that sets them apart, 
indicating that God has touched their lives and they are His children.

There are four identifying characteristics of a Christian that Dr. Sala discusses which we can measure in our life –
commitment, conversion, confession and change. He talks about the first characteristic, commitment. When 
Jesus called his first disciples did he say, “If you join my church, you will go to heaven, and if you don’t you are 
headed for the hot spot!”? Jesus said nothing like this. He looked into the eyes of the people and said, “follow 
Me!” 
Are you, as members of UMW, truly following Jesus, or are you merely going through the motions? Are you 
committed to doing what Jesus would do? Are we willing to do the hard work? Are you willing to walk the distance 
to help bring others to Christ?

Jean Pinkston, Spiritual Growth Coordinator
jeanpinkston01@comcast.net / 816-520-7965

*Editor’s note: learn about Dr. Harold Sala, founder and president of Guidelines International, Inc., and read more 
of his devotionals at www.guidelines.org. 

mailto:jeanpinkston01@comcast.net
http://www.guidelines.org/
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Social Action 

Save the date for the next Legislative Training Event -- March 6 and 7, 2018! You will not want to 
miss out on going to the capitol in Jefferson City for this important program. We are witnessing 
every day in our state, in our country, in our world that what we need most is unity, so this is the 
theme of the 2018 LTE. Registration forms will be included in an upcoming issue of the Mission 
Voice, our conference newsletter. Come and learn how to make a difference and have fun and 
fellowship during your hotel stay. The event features inspiring speakers with important social 
justice messages. Feel free to reach me by phone or text if you have questions. Start finding your 
sisters in UMW for carpools and roommates!

Kara Myers, Social Action Coordinator
816-820-1094 / karalmyers@gmail.com

Social Action Suggestion
Is your unit looking for a new way to engage in social action? Check out this program idea from 
Janis Kirkeby, Vice-President of the Great Plains UMW Conference (units in Kansas and Nebraska): 
Haitian Artisans for Peace International (HAPI), a faith-based community development ministry 
whose mission is to empower Haitians to grow their capacity to lead with integrity, to develop 
solutions to their own problems and to help their families and communities to live to their fullest 
potential. HAPI works at strengthening the community through employment opportunities –
creative artisan production, English language and computer skill training, and health care for 
young mothers and their children. For more on this innovative program, contact Barb Reinke (of 
the Stillwell UMW) at 913-549-2018 or at reinkebarb@hotmail.com. A flyer about HAPI is 
included with the electronic version of this newsletter. 

mailto:karalmyers@gmail.com
mailto:reinkebarb@hotmail.com
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2017 Heartland District Woman in Mission 

Congratulations and thank you, Sandra Taylor!

Heartland District President Norma McKelvy, Sandra Taylor and Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator Jane Campbell

A longtime Sunday School teacher and current treasurer of the St. Luke’s (Kansas City) UMW unit, circle and church, Sandra 
Taylor is Heartland District’s 2017 Woman in Mission! She’s a staple at St. Luke’s, recruiting new members, leading meetings 
on even a moment’s notice and reporting on books in the reading program. Sandra lends her artistic and practical talents by 
painting murals on school walls with her husband as part of Project Shine. Sandra’s fellow UMW members at St. Luke’s 
describe her as a trusted, thoughtful and responsible person well respected by her colleagues. 

Heartland District recognized Sandra alongside other district designees at UMW’s Annual Conference meeting in Lebanon, MO 
and at its own fall meeting at Grace United Methodist Church. 

In good company with Sandra are this year’s additional nominees for Woman in Mission of the year: 
Beth Brant (Pleasant Hill), Annette Erickson (First UMC Warrensburg), Candy Liljegren (Oak Grove), Jan Redding (First UMC 
Sedalia), Arline Sasser (Christ UMC – Independence) and Geraldine Willis (Mt. Washington – Independence) 

We are grateful for and inspired by these outstanding women!

Jane Campbell, Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator
816-392-9626 / delandjane@comcast.net

Felicitations and best wishes, 
Barbara Anne Washington!

Breaking news: as this issue of Voice of the Heartland goes to 
print, Heartland District’s very own Barbara Anne Washington has 
been elected the new state representative for Missouri’s District 
23! In addition to her new role as an elected official in Jefferson 
City, Barbara Anne will serve the Heartland District as the 
Nominating Committee Chairperson starting in 2018. 

mailto:delandjane@comcast.net
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Heartland District Mission Team
Godspeed and Gratitude to our outgoing officers

and 
Generosity and Good Luck to our incoming leaders!

Pictured (top row): Charla Yoder, Debra Cunningham, Kara Myers, Jana Miller, Wanda Wulfekammer; 
(bottom row): Kelly G. Loeb, Janet Oates, Nancy Cochran, Dana Pearis, Wanda Steele, Jane Lacy, Norma McKelvy

During our fall district meeting, we thanked mission team members finishing their roles in 2017
and ushered in new and continuing members for 2018!

2018 Mission Team
President: Norma McKelvy
Vice-President: Jana Miller
Secretary: Wanda Steele

Treasurer: Georgia Phillips
Spiritual Growth Coordinator: Jean Pinkston

Social Action Coordinator: Kara Myers
Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator: Nancy Cochran

Education and Interpretation Coordinator: Dana Pearis
Secretary of Program Resources: Callie Ballenger

Ribbon Corsage Coordinator: Annette Young
Historians: Debra Cunningham and Raimonda Davis
Nominating Chairperson: Barbara Anne Washington

Nominating Committee: Beth Brant, Nancy Jones, Jane Lacy, Janet Oates, Joanne Peck, 
Wanda Wulfekammer and Charla Yoder

Mission Team Members finishing their service in 2017
Jane Campbell, Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator
Kelly G. Loeb, Communications Coordinator/Newsletter Editor

Kathy Moss, Education and Interpretation Coordinator
Kathy Oliver, Nominating Committee Chair 

Sardonia Booker and Sue Demand, Nominating Committee Members

If you are interested (or know someone who is!) in serving in a leadership role in the Heartland District, 
fill out and send in the talent bank form on the next page! 

We are especially in need of a new Communications Coordinator and Newsletter Editor. 
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2017-18 District Calendar
Save these dates!

November 30, 2017 Deadline for 2018 Assembly early registration (final deadline is 4/1/18)

(https://umwassembly.org/)

December 15, 2017 All 2017 pledges due to the Heartland District Treasurer

January 15, 2018 Mission Today criteria due to Kathy Moss (forms are in the district directory)

March 6-7, 2018 Legislative Training Event – Jefferson City, MO

April 13-14, 2018 Mission u in the Spring – Farmington UMC, Farmington, MO

April 21, 2018 Spring District Meeting – First UMC Celebration Center, Sedalia, MO

May 17-20, 2018 UMW Assembly – Columbus, OH

July 26-29, 2018 Mission u – Central Methodist University, Fayette, MO

September 28-29, 2018 Annual Conference Meeting – Poplar Bluff, MO

Communications Corner
Our beloved Mrs. Mai H. Gray was the first UMW 
member I met in Missouri, and it was (and still is) her 
motivating, hearty and gracious spirit that led me to 
serve as your district communications 
coordinator/newsletter editor and to continue that 
service at the conference level. It was a lovely nod from 
God to see her and Rev. Gray (and Rev. Ommie Nelms, 
my first KC pastor) blanketing the conference office with 
love and light on my first-ever visit to the conference 
office in Columbia – I felt them embracing and 
encouraging all of us on the mission team as we worked 
on bringing you activities for Missouri UMW in 2018! 

It has been my great honor and joy to commune with 
the Heartland District, and as I move from the Voice of 
the Heartland to the Mission Voice, I carry  your prayers, 
support and love with me. May God bless you as 
marvelously as you have blessed me!

With kindness, grace and love,
Kelly G. Loeb, Communications Coordinator

kellygloeb@gmail.com / 913-706-2194

https://umwassembly.org/
mailto:kellygloeb@gmail.com
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Kelly G. Loeb, Editor
3406 Benton Blvd.

Kansas City, MO 64128
kellygloeb@gmail.com

913-706-2194

Editor’s note – our next newsletter article submission 
deadline is  February 1, 2018. Please submit your articles  

and address changes/additions  to 
Kelly G. Loeb at kellygloeb@gmail.com

mailto:kellygloeb@gmail.com

