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Our Purpose 
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a  

community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God  

and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ;  

to develop a creative, supportive fellowship;  

and to expand concepts of mission  

through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

Inside This Issue 
District Officer Reports 

     President ............................... 2 

     Thank You ............................. 3 

     Spring District Meeting ......... 3 

     Education & Interpretation .... 4 

     Membership Nurture &  

         Outreach ............................ 4 

     Spiritual Growth .................... 5 

     Program Resources .............. 5 

     Treasurer ............................... 6 

     Communications ................... 6 

     Committee on Nominations .. 7 

     Other District Officers ........... 8 

Local Unit News 

     All Faith (Eagle Rock) ............ 9 

     Iantha ................................... 10 

     Reserved ............................. 10 

Additional District Info 

     Trivia Contest ...................... 11 

 

 
Important Dates  

Dec 15......... Mission money due to District  

                     Treasurer, Kitty Scarborough 

Dec 20......... Mission Today Goals Report due to  

 District Education & Interpretation 

 Coordinator, Carol Bartlett 

Dec 31......... Mai Gray Charter for Racial Justice 

 Report due to District President, Jane 

 Baker 

Dec 31......... Membership Forms to be completed 

  ONLINE by each unit 

Feb 21......... Articles for March issue of The South- 

 west Signal due to District Communica-

 tions Coordinator, Joann  Peck 

Mar 6-7 ...... Legislative Event in Jefferson City 

Mar 24 ....... Spring District Meeting in Mt. Vernon 

Apr 13-14 ... Mission u in the Spring in Farmington 

May18-20 ... Assembly in Columbus, Ohio 

 



President 

“The Greatest Story Ever Told is of this Jesus.  How he came 

to earth to rescue sinful [wo]men” (from The Greatest Story 

Ever Told by Adam and Megan Morgan.) 

Our choir is practicing for a Christmas Cantata, always a fa-

vorite time of year for me.  Music floods me with wonder, love 

and humbleness when I sing of Our Lord’s birth.  Okay, hon-

estly, every time of year when I’m singing or listening to the 

praises of God is my favorite.  Many of the verses of the Bible 

that I can recite have come from songs I’ve sung.  I love experiencing the true magic of 

Christmas in December and in all the months following. 

So how are you preparing?  Maybe it’s with church, family, or social activities.  Maybe it 

is in the solitude of prayer.  Maybe it is a combination of all.  However you are prepar-

ing, I hope you feel the majesty of it all. 

Aside from all that preparation, have you completed all the forms for UMW?  At the end 

of the year is so much paperwork, but it is all needed to continue the ministry of the or-

ganization in an efficient manner.  Throughout this newsletter, you will find reminders 

of forms to be mailed to different Mission Team members.  Or if you can’t remember 

who gets what, just send them to me and I will forward to the correct team member. 

Looking ahead, plan to attend the Southwest District Spring Meeting, hosted by Mt. 

Vernon on March 24.  It’s always a good day when United Methodist Women gather 

for fellowship, service and praise.  Before then, if you would like a visit from me or any 

other member of the Mission Team, just let us know.  We are happy to come and fellow-

ship with you, present a program or do whatever you want us to do!   

Until we meet again, Merry Christmas and have a safe and Happy New Year. 
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Jane Baker 

513 W College St 

Aurora, MO  65605 

bjbaker513@hotmail.com 

417-678-5204 (home) 

417-838-6934 (cell) 
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Spring District Meeting 
 

Who:  YOU ARE INVITED! 

What:  Southwest District Spring Meeting 

When: Saturday, March 24, 2018 

Where: Mt. Vernon UMC 

    621 W Sloan St 

    Mt. Vernon, MO 

Why:  “to experience freedom as whole 

persons through Jesus Christ; to develop 

a creative, supportive fellowship…” 

 

Watch for more information in March  

issue of The Southwest Signal 

A BIG thank you to the Central Community 
UMW of Shell Knob for being wonderful hosts 
for the October district meeting, and a shout 
out to All Faith UMW of Eagle Rock for being 

superb co-hosts.  The many women in             
attendance enjoyed a program about two       

local/regional service projects and a 
“fashionable” fashion show!   

Thanks again, ladies, for your hospitality.    
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Education and Interpretation        
Coordinator 

Thanksgiving has come and gone and Christmas is almost 

here. I hope each of you were blessed with family and friends 

for Thanksgiving and now are preparing for Christmas. 

I am asking each unit, if you have not already mailed your 

Mission Today Goals report to me, please take time to mail it 

before you celebrate Christmas with your families. The report 

forms and an envelope addressed to me were included in the 

president's packet for each unit distributed at the Fall District meeting. 

If you have any questions please let me know. 
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Carol Bartlett 

8534 SW County Rd 3508 

Rich Hill, MO  64779 

jfbartlett@ckt.net 

660-832-4435 

 

 

Membership Nurture and Outreach 

 Hi, Ladies:  Thanksgiving is now over and we’re rushing head-

long into the Christmas season!  It’s time to pause and reflect 

before we clean and decorate, or have you already done all of 

that at your house? I sure haven’t!  

Speaking of cleaning, how about doing a little nurturing at your 

churches.  Get together a group—or a troup—of your United 

Methodist Women to do a little deep cleaning at your 

church.  Look through some closets, some kitchen cupboards, 

pitch some old, old things that never get used anymore, or do some organizing? I know 

our church could use a little “going over” in a few places that don’t get cleaned on a regu-

lar basis.  See if there are some musty closets that haven’t been looked at in a while! 

Bring salads or snacky-type lunch items and take frequent breaks to munch and crunch 

and count the blessings in our lives as we head into the Advent season. The church will 

look better than ever and your ladies will have spent a joyous time together ushering in 

the Advent season!   

I hope your Christmas season is a blessed one! 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Obert 

PO Box 127 

Lockwood, MO  65682 

antique@keinet.net 

417-232-5156 (home) 

417-849-5394 (cell) 
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Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

 
Greetings Ladies! 

I am writing this on a dreary Saturday with a lot of wind, a lit-

tle rain, and bushels of leaves blowing past my window.  This is 

my last duty as a District Officer in UMW, so I am thankful for 

all of the wonderful ladies I have met in this capacity.  I have 

travelled around the district and had meetings in churches 

small and large, all having one thing in common--the members 

exhibited a great love of Christ.  Thank you all. 

As we enter this holiday season, I just want to remind you to express thanks each and 

every day.  We have one Thanksgiving, but it is something we should do every day.  Try 

listing all the things and people you are thankful for.  We'd run out of paper and ink be-

fore we could finish.   

So, have a Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas, and remember to say thanks to all 

who help you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jo Anne Weiss 

9729 Lawrence 2150 

Mt Vernon, MO  65712 

agathac@aol.com 

417-466-2627 (home) 

417-499-0727 (cell) 

 

 

 

 

 

Bernita Taylor 

PO Box 72 

Lockwood, MO  65682 

taylorfrank@mchsi.com 

417-232-5052 (home) 

417-366-3980 cell) 

Secretary of Program Resources 
 

I hope to see all of you at the upcoming Spring Meeting in 

Mt. Vernon on March 24, 2018. Come visit my table and pick 

out a book or two to enjoy. If you have any specific needs for 

date books, program books, prayer calendars, etc., please call 

or e-mail me and I will order those for you.  

Wishing you all the blessings of CHRISTmas! 
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Communications Coordinator 

I am so pleased that so many local units have provided ar-

ticles for The Southwest Signal during this year!  Thank 

you!  When I was at a meeting of the Mission u team, we 

were brainstorming some ways that we could highlight 

some mission opportunities during next year’s Mission u 

event in Fayette.  We decided that we should put together 

a video compilation that would be played in a continuous 

loop, and it will be shown in the room just off the cafeteria. 

I mentioned that y’all have been really busy with mission 

work and fundraising for that work, and I volunteered to put together a segment fea-

turing the work that y’all have done.  

What have I gotten myself into!!  I really want to communicate to everyone how y’all 

find mission opportunities, how you perform mission, and how you fund it.  I have 

never made a video, and I don’t have a clue how to go about it.  But I’m certain that 

there is expertise in the district and that somebody will volunteer to help me out.  If 

you are one who has such expertise, or if you just have ideas, please prayerfully con-

sider getting in touch with me and offering me your assistance.  I’ll be most grateful!   

 

 

 

 

Joann Peck 

306 N Lee St 

Buckner, MO 64016  

mjpeck_umw@aol.com 

417-342-0724 

 

 

 

 

Kitty Scarborough 

18691 S 1300 Rd 

Nevada, MO  64772 

kems75@hotmail.com 

417-667-7494 

 

Treasurer 

Ladies, 

I hope you are entering the holiday season with thankful and 

full hearts.  As we enter advent, take time to count your bless-

ings.  Mine start with Nate, our first grandchild.  Please send 

all of your mission monetary gifts by December 15 and make all 

checks to Southwest District UMW.  Thank you for all of your 

support and kindness in my debut year.  

May your season be merry and bright! 
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Nominating Committee Chair 

Here are the new District officers for 2018.  

Re-elected for another two years: 

President—Jane Baker (Aurora) 

Communications Coordinator—Joann Peck (Eagle Rock) 

Elected for two years:  

Spiritual Growth Coordinator—Kathy Davidson (Lockwood) 

Secretary—June Clark (Marionville) 

Social Action Coordinator—Cathleen Olson (Eagle Rock) 

Elected to Committee on Nominations Class of 2021: 

Tammy Roark (Neosho) 

Pat Sample (Lamar) 

 

 

 

 

Paula Ackerson 

4476 Peace Church Ave 

Joplin, MO  64801 

paula64801@yahoo.com 

417-781-0622 (home) 

417-437-9628 (cell) 

Other Members of Nominating Committee 

 

 

 

 

Joan Longworth 

4855 NW County Rd 5002 

Butler, MO  64730 

660-679-5378 

 

 

 

 

JoAnn Gary 

24382 Green Shores Dr 

Shell Knob, MO  65747 

bjgary0555@att.net 

417-858-0388 

 

 

 

 

 

Betty Mayfield 

210 Locust St 

Lockwood, MO  65682 

417-232-4911 

 

 

 

 

Phyllis Brassfield 

1012 E Poplar St 

Rich Hill, MO  64779 

417-395-4693 

 

 

 

 

Faye McKee 

1130 Belle Air Pl 

Carthage, MO  64836 

faye.mckee@gmail.com 

417-861-6061 (cell) 

 

 

 

 

 

Erica Skouby 

PO Box 235 

Nevada, MO  64772 

ericaskouby@gmail.com 

417-667-7100 (work) 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Neill 

102 Main St 

Lockwood, MO  65682 

jandr1@mchsi.com 

417-232-4215 (home) 

417-839-3149 (cell) 
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Charleen Wilkinson 

92 NW 58th Ln 

Lamar, MO  64759 

brandckwilkinson@gmail.com 

417-682-2100 (home) 

417-214-4824 (cell) 

Social Action 
Coordator 

 

 

 

 

Edith Triplett 

2630 Windsor St 

Joplin, MO  64801 

triplettedith@gmail.com 

417-781-8147 (home) 

417-621-5049 (cell) 

Vice President  Secretary 

Other 2017 District Officers 

Historian 

 

 

 

 

DeLyce Triplett 

531 S St Louis 

Joplin, MO  64801 

lyce1989@gmail.com 

417-483-0153 

 

Librarian 

 

 

 

 

Pat Sample 

708 E 7th St  

Lamar, MO  64759 

pesample@sbcglobal.net 

417-682-5307 (home) 

417-214-4655 (cell) 

 

 

 

 

Rena Crisp 

1308 E 15th St 

Lamar, MO  64759 

renalamar.80@gmail.com 

417-681-0230 

 

 

 

 

 

Shelli Wiseman 

PO Box 345  

Purdy, MO  65734 

shelli@insspecial.com 

417-442-7825 (work) 

417-489-5312 (cell) 

Corsage Ribbon  
Coordinator 
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All Faith Makes Personal Bags for Grandma’s House 
by Leona Beezley  

At All Faith UMC of Eagle Rock, MO a group of ladies meet Spring & Fall to make person-

al bags for Grandma’s House, a children’s advocacy center located in Harrison, AR. These 

bags are of various sizes depending on the pieces of fabric we have available. The bags are 

used to hold toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo, conditioner, bar of soap and other items de-

pending on age of the child receiving the bag. (Toy, deodorant, razor, shaving cream, etc.) 

spring 2017 we made 180, and this fall made 183. The number of workers helping on sew 

day range from 9-14. Everyone has a wonderful fellowship time while cutting, ironing, sew-

ing and stringing rope thru the bags. We also collect items 

for the bags (travel size of items listed above), underwear, 

quilts, etc. for them, too. 

If you need more information feel free to call me at 417-271-

6019 or 417-773-6777. 
 

Eagle Rock 



 

This Space Is Reserved for News from Your Unit! 
 

Submit your article to Joann Peck at  

mjpeck_umw@aol.com  

or 306 N Lee St, Buckner, MO 64016.   

 

We’d love to see an article from all 20 units during 2018! 
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News From Iantha  

Hello again from the Iantha UMW. Seems like we haven't done a lot this month! Some of us 

helped prepare and serve dinner for the teachers’ back to 

school dinner. In October we had a birthday party for     

Marilyn Coats, a former member of our club who was    

turning 90. Elaine Davis got ice crème and cupcakes and 

our group went to Marilyn's home for our meeting. We are 

currently planning the Thanksgiving dinner for our church 

and the Iantha Baptist Church members to enjoy. This 

year is flying by. We want to wish everyone Happy        

Holidays! Saw this on a church billboard: Try Jesus, if you 

don't like Him, the Devil will always take you back!! Until 

next time, God Bless.  

 

Iantha 
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Southwest Signal Trivia Contest 

Results from September 

Ruth Neill is the winner of 50 ATTAGIRLS for being the first to provide the correct an-

swers to both trivia questions from the September issue of The Southwest Signal. Congrat-

ulations, Ruth!   

1. When and where will the Fall District Meeting be held?   

 Answer:  The Fall District Meeting was held Saturday, October 7 at Central  

      Community UMC in Shell Knob, MO.   

2. When and where can you get your UMW Kicks? 

 Answer:  We got our UMW Kicks at Lebanon First UMC in Lebanon, MO on  

      September 29 & 30 by attending the Annual Meeting of the Missouri Conference  

      UMW. 

 

Questions for December 

1. When and where will the Spring District Meeting be held? 

2. What are the names of three newly-elected district officers? 

Send your responses by email to mjpeck_umw@aol.com or 

by U.S. Mail to Joann Peck, 306 N Lee St, Buckner, MO  

64016.  The reward for each correct answer is 10 

ATTAGIRLS, and the first correct response received for 

each question will earn an additional 15 ATTAGIRLS.  An-

swers and names of winners will be announced in the next 

issue of The Southwest Signal.   

Did you know that 50 

ATTAGIRLS and $1 will buy a 

medium Dr. Pepper at Sonic 

during Happy Hour from 2—5 

PM? 

 

10 
ATTAGIRLS 

15 
ATTAGIRLS 

 

mailto:mjpeck_umw@aol.com


Southwest District of  

Missouri United Methodist Women 

 

Joann Peck 

Communications Coordinator 

306 N Lee St 

Buckner, MO  64016 


