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Happy New Year to our Mark Twain Ladies! 

   Since I celebrate my birthday on Jan. 1, I always feel that I 
should make a New Year’s resolution for being another year older 
and to thank God for all my blessings.  

   At first, I thought I would go on a diet. Well, that never works out, 
so I decided to give God all the glory and pray each day as my 
2017 resolution. I challenge each of the members of the Mark 
Twain District to do the same. 

   One way to be refreshed was to attend the Sweet Life Café 
Spiritual Growth Retreat in Columbia on Mar. 3 and 4. I really 
enjoyed this spring retreat! (See picture later in the newsletter.) 

   Another way to be renewed in 2017 is to plan to attend the 2018 
UMW Assembly in Columbus, Ohio, May 18-20. The theme is “The 
Power of Bold” and will be evidenced when approximately 8,000 
women come together in faith to address priority challenges of their 
day including mass incarceration, economic inequality, maternal 
and child health, and climate justice. 

   On April 1, our District Meeting will be held at Camp Jo-Ota at 10 
a.m. Bring Bibles and any other religious reading material, and look 
for a day filled with commitment to women, children, and youth as 
United Methodist Women in the 21st century. This day will be a 
rewarding and fun-filled day that will be fulfilling our UMW purpose.

     Kay Dodd, District President   

     (573) 288-3357 

Kay’s Korner 

  



 
 

 

District UMW to meet April 1 at Camp Jo-Ota 
   Are you ready for a good time with other district women? Then head to the Mark Twain District UMW 
meeting April 1 at Camp Jo-Ota. 

   If you haven’t been to the camp lately, then you’re in for a surprise! The spacious dining room is 
handicapped accessible, and the meeting facilities are very modern and quite nice.  

   Registration begins at 9:30 a.m., and the meeting will start at 10 a.m. Prior to the meeting and during the 
lunch break, attendees will have time to browse Program Resources, Lending Library, Ribbons, spring/plant 
table, and the favorite “white elephant table.”  

   Don’t forget to bring money for all these great deals! Lunch will be served on-site at a cost of $5.  

   Rev. Paul Smith of the Memphis UMC will present the program. UM ladies are asked to bring Bibles and 
any biblical related materials for Rev. Smith to take for distribution at a mission. Guideposts will not be 
accepted; however, Guideposts Daily Devotion books are on the approved list. Bring such things as 
outdated Sunday School materials and Upper Rooms. 

   Mission team members are asked to bring breakfast items to be served during the morning as well as 
table decorations for door prizes. 

   Please call Charlene Baker by Mar. 25 to register for the event. Her phone numbers are 573-288-4446 or 
573-248-5764. We hope to see you there! 

______________ 

Ladies enjoy Sweet Life Cafe 
  Eight ladies from the Mark Twain District attended the conference UMW Spring Retreat, Sweet Life Café, at the 
Stoney Creek Inn in Columbia Mar. 3-4. The women enjoyed the company of approximately 80 other women from 
around the state. With the others, they discovered that they do lead a sweet life.  

   Pictured below are front -  Shari Bibbs, Charlene Baker, Karen McFarland, and Kay Dodd; back – Nancy Douglas, 
Sally Jones, Karen Hall and Glori Siebert. 
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Tidbits from the Mission Team 
Ribbons, Ribbons, Ribbons 

   Bring your checkbook, your cash, and your wish list. I will help you pick out some beautiful ribbons to give 
to friends, put in sympathy cards, or to hand out to the children in your church.  These are just a few ideas 
for the uses of our Mission Ribbons.  Come visit with me at the Spring District meeting at Camp on April 1.  

         Glori Siebert, The Ribbon Lady  

Directories to be distributed 

   The Spring district meeting is fast approaching, April 1, 2017, at Camp Jo-Ota. Registration begins at 9:30 
a.m., and meeting starts at 10 a.m. The 2017 District Directory will be distributed to each unit. The forms 
needed for 2017 are included. Don’t forget to bring Bibles and biblical materials for our speaker, Rev. Paul 
Smith. Thanks! 

         Charlene Baker, Secretary 

Conference Nominations News 

   Hello, from your conference nominating team member, Karen Hall.  Ephesians 4:28 

   I recently sat in on a district UMW meeting observing your officers (ladies working for you by doing God’s 
work) planning events for 2017. You won’t want to miss the April 1 spring meeting at Camp Jo-Ota, 
especially the “plant table” and the “white elephant” where (one-of-a-kind) treasures are back! Please bring 
items. 

   Search your hearts and pray about serving as an officer for our district. See Louise Newman, nominating 
chair. We need your help! 

   As I’m writing this, I’m wondering, did the groundhog see his shadow? Or in Memphis, MO, did Earl the 
Squirrel do the same? Spring is coming! 

         Karen Hall, Conference Officer 

District Nomination News 

   Greetings from the Nominations Committee!                                                                                     

   We are looking for willing United Methodist ladies to serve on our district mission team.  For 2018, 
positions needing filled are president, social action, communications, and nominating committee members. 
Nominations will be presented, and officers will be elected at our fall district meeting.  

   Hope to see you at our spring district meeting at Camp Jo-Ota Apr. 1. Happy Spring! 

         Louise Newman, Nominations  
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(Mission Team Tidbits, Cont.)  Education & Interpretation Awards 

    At the district meeting on Apr. 1, I will be giving out the 5-Star Awards and the Mission Today 
Certificates. Also, as you see below, the first timer application for Mission u is included. Mission u this year 
is July 27-30.  Hope to see you all at the district meeting! Thanks! 

Betty Stroud, E & I         

______________ 

MARK TWAIN DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

First Time Attendee 

MISSION U AWARD APPLICATION 

Mission u (formerly The Cooperative School of Christian Mission) provides opportunities for persons to 
study and bring together their faith and their understanding of the world. Social, geographic and spiritual 
studies are offered each year for in-depth study. In addition, worship, singing, hands-on service, audio-
video presentations, mission fair and fellowship events are part of the program. This is a 4-day event 
(Thursday through Sunday), July 27-30. 

To promote and encourage attendance, the Mark Twain District United Methodist Women are offering a 
monetary award to cover registration for the 3-day school. Registration includes school fees, room at 
Central Methodist University, all meals at the school and books required for the classes. 

Criteria for the Award includes: 

-    It will be given to a first-time attendee 

-    Completed applications must be received by May 15 

-    Applicants can only receive this award once 

-    Recipients will be chosen by a committee including the District Education & Interpretation Coordinator 
plus a minimum of 2 other district mission team officers 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone__________________________  Email ___________________________________________ 

Local Church _____________________________________________________________________ 

Please write a short statement stating why you wish to receive this award. 

 

 

Please send completed application by May 15 to: 

Betty Stroud, District Education & Interpretation, 104 Reynolds Lane, Milan, MO 63556                                                
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Going Green with United Methodist Women 

 The following is taken from the United Methodist Women’s website concerning “Going Green.”   
 
   You are part of creating an exciting new chapter! United Methodist Women has a proud history.   
Since 1869, we’ve been putting faith, hope and love into action for the sake of women, children, 
and youth.  
    
   In the 21st century we know that our planet is threatened by an unsustainable, unjust and 
wasteful economic system in which we’re all a part. Some people and cultures have benefitted 
from the past 150 years of this system. Others have not. But one thing is for sure: we can’t 
continue business as usual.                                                                                                                               
    
   How we’re living is unsustainable. Sustainable practices are a key to today’s women, children, 
and youth’s needs and a way to put faith, hope and love in action. We believe one way to help us 
move in this direction is by systematically and wholeheartedly paying attention to such “minor” 
details as the food for an event or our transportation arrangements or whose on the planning team.     
 
   Through our choices as we plan and implement our United Methodist Women meetings, and 
model these very important practices, we begin to shift our and others’ consciousness—across the 
church—to more concretely build a sustainable economy, develop right relationships and help 
repair and preserve the ecological wonder of this world. 
 
   As you’ll see, there are many ways we can increase our commitment and become more 
sustainable. With 800,000 women across the United States committing together to more 
sustainable practices and having our meetings be models of sustainability, we hold a tremendous 
amount of transformational power, not only for our attendees but for everyone they also 
influence!  
 
   We believe we can be the change we want to see in the world today, not only for ourselves but 
for the world of our children and grandchildren!   
 
The 13 Principles to be just, be green are: 
*Accessibility      *Affordability 
*Carbon Footprint     *Healthy Food and Beverages 
*Just Economic Opportunities   *Local Solidarity 
*Multigenerational Inclusion   *Paper Use 
*Racial Justice     *Toxin Reduction 
*Waste Reduction     *Water Use 
*Well-being of Participants 
 
   In the future, we will be looking further into the 13 principles, and how we can practice them.   
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Apr. 1 Mark Twain District Meeting                           
at Jo-Ota near Clarence 

July 27-30 Mission u - Central Methodist University 
at Fayette, MO 

Sept. 9 Mark Twain District Meeting                           
at Jo-Ota near Clarence 

Sept. 29-30 Conference UMW Annual Meeting at 
Lebanon United Methodist Church 

May 17-20, 2018 UMW Assembly in Columbus, Ohio 


