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   Hello, Ladies! 

     I am getting excited about the upcoming events like Mission U, July 
27 in Fayette. The adult studies for this year are Living as a Covenent 
Community, Climate Justice: Call to Hope and Action, and Missionary 
Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the United States.  The 
theme Bible verse is: “And what does the Lord require of you? To set 
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8 

   The annual meeting is Sept. 29 and 30 in Lebanon. The theme is 
Route 66. Let’s all go and relax and enjoy! After all, last year we had 
more than 40 attend from the Mark Twain District. Don’t wait too long. 
Make a choice and invite someone along for the ride. Those sisters 
could be the next generation of United Methodist Women. 

   Thanks to our unit’s Second Mile Giving, the Missouri Conference 
exceeded the 2016 pledge by 14.45%. Our 2017 pledge is $309,000. 
Most important is the impact we make on children, youth, and women in 
our world.  

   The district meeting will be Sept. 9 at Jo-Ota. Come and enjoy the 
day! We will be installing some new officers. 

   Thanks to all who brought Bibles and religious materials to the spring 
district meeting. 

   “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” Matthew 5:8 

Shalom,                                 
Kay Dodd,                          
Mark Twain District President
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LOOK WHAT’S COOKIN’ AT MISSION U 
 

We have 3 square meals a day with wonderful fellowship together. 

We have assistance carts to get you where you need to go and luggage handlers. 

We have time for naps and/or time to experience any of the many options available. 

We have a Mission Fair during Day One. 

        We have “Morning Watch”—a time with God to start off the day. 

       We have “Evening Vespers”—a time with God to close the day. 

        We have prayer tents and meditation rooms. 

       We have hands-on Mission—(save your plastic sacks). 

       We reach for other ways to serve-(save your soup labels). 

       We stay in the dorms and attend classes—(be a college kid and live a little). 

We have youth clases that do wonderful presentations for us (K-2, 3-5, and 6-12 
grades). 

       We enjoy music, laughter, camaraderie and Christian unity. 

       We have three wonderful classes to offer—(see the next three lines). 

       We offer “Climate Justice: A Call to Hope and Action.” 

       We all study “Living As a Coveant Community.” 

       We offer “Missionary Conferences of the UMC in the United States.” 

       We offer our opening and plenary one and two (keeping you informed). 

       We have access to our program resource room—(schedule will be in program book). 

       We have our Sunday Worship Service and Communion. 

We will be offering shorter, more intense Mission u opportunities at later dates. 

We’ll be looking for you with smiling faces! 

JOIN THE FUN! 

(taken from the April 2017 Mission Voice) 
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Tidbits from the Mission Team  
Education and Interpretation    

     Just a reminder ladies, that if you are going to Mission U, the final date for registration is July 1.  I was a 
little disappointed; I did not receive a single request for a scholarship to go to Mission U.  I will not be going 
this year, as there is so much going on for me this summer--a granddaughter getting married, going to 
Annual Conference for the UMW and a trip to Alaska in July.  I wish you all a happy and healthy summer. 

         Betty Stroud, E & I 

Ribbons, Ribbons, Ribbons  

   Ladies, if you need ribbons during the summer, please just give me a call (660-346-8533), and I can send 
you some in the mail. I could even take a picture and send to you via email for your approval.  I will update 
my supply at Mission u in July.  Each ribbon is $2, and they make lovely gifts to send in cards.   

Glori Siebert                                       
Your Mark Twain Ribbon Lady 

Nominations 

   Greetings from the Nominations Committee! May I say it was awesome to see so many new faces at our 
spring district meeting! 

   I pray that everyone is enjoying this beautiful weather we've been having; I for one always look forward to 
summer. With summer comes the fact that we are still in need of people to step up and fill the officer 
positions. For 2018, positions needing filled are president, social action, communications, and nominating 
committee members. If you are willing or know of someone who would make an excellent officer, please 
send their name(s) to me at kathycrandall51@gmail.com, phones: (660) 665-7902 home or (660) 349-5586 
cell 

   Thank you. Hope to hear from you soon as we'll be electing new officers at our fall district meeting. 

Kathy Crandall, Nominations 

 

Spiritual Growth  

   Be thinking, Ladies! At our 2018 Spring meeting, we will honor the UM women who have passed away in 
2017. If you failed to send me the names of your 2016 honorees, you may include them too. I felt blessed to 
have a memory program for the great Christian ladies who have gone on before us. It is a privilege as your 
Spiritual Growth officer to do this. Send your names to Sally Jones, 210 S. Cherry St., Milan, Mo 63556 or 
email to sallyrocks@windstream.net. 

Sally Jones, Spiritual Growth 

  (Note from editor: The Memorial Service at the 2017 Spring Meeting was well done! Thanks, Sally!)      
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Qualifications for District Offices 

   If you feel like you would like to be a candidate for election to any of the district offices available 
for 2018, please look over the qualifications below.   

   For president, one must schedule and preside over approximately two Mission Team meetings 
each year; preside over the spring and fall district meetings; maintain communication with Mission 
Team members; and attend annual and conference meetings. 

   For social action, a candidate must work on action plans for ministries with children and youth 
in the district; keep in contact with local counterparts to supply legislative updates to local units on 
issues affecting children and youth; and promote, attend, and invite members of the local units to 
Legislative Event.  

   For nominating committee members, a person must assist in the search for officer nominees; 
aid in educating the membership and potential nominees about officer responsibilities; and contact 
potential nominees with a request to consider a designated office. 

   For communications, one must produce and distribute the quarterly newsletter for the district; 
obtain items for the newsletter from Mission Team members and local units; and help keep 
members of local units informed throughout the year.  

   Please pray about the possibility of being a district officer. I will do the same.  Editor Nancy D. 

Pat Phillips named 2017 District Woman of the Year 

 
 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

Above: Pat Phillips of the Sumner UMW (center) was named Woman of the Year at the 2017 Mark Twain Spring                        
District Meeting. She is shown with members of her unit on the right and friends from a neighboring unit on her left. 
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Spring District Meeting boasts record crowd 

 

Left:  Boxes and bags are stacked and ready to be loaded for Love Packages in Butler, MO        Right:  Rev. Paul Smith, Guest Speaker 

 
   Nearly 70 people, mostly women, attended the UMW Mark Twain Spring District Meeting held April 1 at Camp Jo- 
Ota near Clarence.  
    Rev. Paul Smith of Memphis was the guest speaker for the event. He presented the program on Love Packages in 
Butler, IL. The Love Packages organization collects religious materials and distributes them to 35 countries.  

   In these 35 countries, some people do not have access to Bibles or any religious materials. Materials collected must 
contain scripture, and it is estimated that 20 people read every piece of literature shipped overseas. 

   Much of the material is shipped to India and Africa, since some countries will not pass Bibles, for example, through 
customs. Each shipping container contains 20 tons of material and costs about $2,000 to ship.  

   The motto of Love Packages is “Our business is to fill eager hands with the word of God.” 

   In other business at the meeting, candle burning took place. Over $2,000 was collected from the Mark Twain District, 
so the candle burned 82 minutes. It costs $24.38 per minute to support mission work in other countries, so this is the 
purpose of the candle burning.  

   Pat Phillips of Sumner was named 2017 Woman of the Year. The award was presented by Karen McFarland of 
Membership, Nurture, and Outreach. (See page 4 for picture. 

   Mission Team members were offered the opportunity to relay information concerning their office to the attendees. It 
was noted that candidates needed for offices for next year include president, social action, communications, and 
nominating committee members. 

   Spiritual Growth Officer, Sally Jones, presented a touching Memorial Service for UMW ladies who had passed away 
during the past two years. She was assisted by Betty Stroud. Members who have passed away during 2017 will be 
honored during the 2018 Spring District Meeting. 

   Attendees enjoyed the usual attractions including good food and fellowship, Ribbons for Mission, Program 
Resources, Lending Library, and the White Elephant Sale.  Next meeting Sept. 9. 
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The only way to keep your health is to eat what you don’t want, 
drink what you don’t like, and do what you’d rather not.     
 

         by (Samuel Clemons) Mark Twain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NANCY DOUGLAS                                                                                                                                                
54873 STATE HWY. T 
EDINA, MO  63537 
  

  

 

July 27-30 Mission u - Central Methodist University 
at Fayette, MO 

Aug. 5 Mission Team Meeting at Edina UMC 

Sept. 9 Mark Twain District Meeting                           
at Jo-Ota near Clarence 

Sept. 29-30 Conference UMW Annual Meeting at 
Lebanon United Methodist Church 

May 17-20, 2018 UMW Assembly in Columbus, Ohio 

 


