
President’s Greeting

It is Spring today and glorious (if just a little nippy)! I was so heartened to see those 150+ 
of you who were able to attend the Spring District Meeting. I cannot thank our Pleasant 
Hill host UMW unit, President Beverly Kincaid and Spiritual Growth Coordinator Jean 
Pinkston enough for their hospitality and the sense of community we felt as we 
fellowshipped, met and ate in the same space. We initiated our Limitless program, our 
ingathering was huge in terms of items we donated for the Back Snack program and we 
contributed more than $900.00 to the One By One Project to end sex trafficking and 
provide services to its victims. We even provided unit officer training (although I think we 
will find that we needed more time and maybe a different setting for the training). We 
are off to a great start for 2017 with renewed energy as we focus on mission. If there is 
something you feel that we need to be doing or doing differently, please let us know.

Norma McKelvy
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Vice President’s View

Happy Spring! Well, the weather is almost acting like it, and we do know that better, 
warmer, sunnier days are ahead.  And on that note, bigger, brighter, and bolder 
happenings are ahead for UMW!

A big thank you and God bless you to the Pleasant Hill UMW for hosting the Spring 
District Meeting on Saturday, March 25.  It was very welcoming and all things were easy 
to find.  Our speakers, Jessica Mauderer of One By One Project
(www.onebyoneproject.org) and Michelle Nickloy of KC Street Hope 
(www.kcstreethope.org) , presented information on human trafficking in the Kansas 
City area. After hearing their stories, I personally felt relaxed and that all things were 
under control!  Great job, ladies of Pleasant Hill UMW! 

Heartfelt thanks to our district mission team for the wonderful job they did in being 
prepared and ready to go – that is so important. Again, thank you!
Heartland District Units, please do not forget to use two programs from our 2016-17 
Program Book entitled A Call to Community. To meet Mission Today requirements, a 
unit needs to use two programs and participate in A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial.

After perusing the UMW website (www.unitedmethodistwomen.org), I noticed under 
Press Releases and Action Alerts, there were topics such as maternal health and death 
in the US, guns and domestic violence, human trafficking, economic justice, mass 
incarceration, climate justice, and the ever-present hunger and homelessness. Our 
program book has great programs on these issues, so please take time to look at these 
programs for your unit activities and see what parts you can use and what parts you 
need to add to by finding a local speaker to bring that issue to life. 

Whatever good ideas and programs you have for your unit, please email or write me
and let me know so we all can learn! 

Jana Miller

http://www.onebyoneproject.org/
http://www.kcstreethope.org/
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Secretary’s Station
Following the Spring District Meeting, we have these corrections to the district directory:

Shepherdess Listing
• Annette Young will be shepherdess for Central, Crossroads and St. James UMCs.
• Nancy Jones will be shepherdess for Christ, Red Bridge and St. John UMCs.

Contact Information 
• Please refer to the paper or email copy of Voice of the Heartland for updated contact 

information.

Unit Presidents & Secretaries, please take a moment to review the district directory for any other 
changes and share them with me. We’ll update again in the fall!

Sincerely,
Wanda Steele

Treasurer’s Report

I really enjoyed meeting everyone at the spring district meeting! The officers’ training 
went well with a room full of treasurers from around the district. If you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to contact me. Also, if you haven’t already done so, please email 
me the amount your unit has pledged to missions. If you have not received a training 
packet and would like one, please email me. 

Georgia Phillips 
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Spiritual Growth
After much heart and hard work, our Spring District meeting is over! What a great experience more 
than 150 of us had, and I especially hope you enjoyed and learned from the program on human 
trafficking. Getting to see everyone and chat with you was one of my high points of this meeting. I just 
can’t thank everyone enough who helped in any way to make this meeting a success. I hope all of you 
took great ideas home with you to share with your units.  

If you didn’t get to attend the Spiritual Growth Retreat in Columbia this year, please plan to attend in 
2019. Our Legislative Event in Jefferson City will be next up in 2018, so please start thinking about 
members of your unit going. We’ll share more information in the newsletter, on our website and 
Facebook pages and at the Fall District Meeting. 

Always keep praying for each other and using the Prayer Calendar at each of your unit meetings!  

Jean Pinkston, Spiritual Growth Coordinator

Social Action 

It was so inspiring to see you at the Spring District meeting! I’m still excited about our informative and 
educational program about sex trafficking, and cautions for using social media and preventing cyber 
bullying. Since our spring meeting, I have seen sex trafficking awareness on the evening local and 
national news. I’m impressed to see our photos of Box ‘Em Up and Stack ‘Em Up. The national UMW 
organization encourages us all to participate in this endeavor, so take a look at the new Heartland 
District Facebook page and make sure your own unit gets involved.. I’m so proud of my UMW sisters and 
loved witnessing how you practiced and encouraged Social Action in so many healthy ways throughout 
the day.

Don't forget about respect for the Earth and the many creatures that keep the circle of life in motion. Be 
green to plant a tree or stop the use of Styrofoam. A great article at 
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/leading-the-way-in-climate-justice gives more useful 
information about Climate Justice. 

Let us all work towards love not hate. Let us stop violence. Let us create conversations to promote 
respect, inclusion and understanding of one another. God's love and work is in motion all around us. 
Let us fight for adequate maternal care and for improved mental health care. There are so many great 
causes to keep us in hope, faith, love and action!

Kara Myers, Social Action Coordinator

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/leading-the-way-in-climate-justice


Page  5 Voice of the Heartland April 2017

Membership Nurture and Outreach 
I hope you successfully reported your 2016 membership information to the United Methodist Women's national 
office by March 30. This was our first year to report online, so there was some confusion. Next year we will be 
experts (or not!).

Continue to think about your nominees for 2017 Mission Woman of the Year. If you did not receive my handouts 
at our Spring District Meeting, please email or phone me, and I will mail the criteria and the nomination form to 
you. The nomination form is also in the district directory unit presidents received at the Spring District Meeting. 
The nominations are to be sent to me by June 14, 2017.

First United Methodist Church of Warrensburg will be the location of our 2017 District Read, and the exact date 
will be announced later. We're reading The White Umbrella: Walking with Survivors of Sex Trafficking by Mary 
Frances Bowling. You can find this book at www.umwmissionresources.org, www.amazon.com and many public 
libraries.

Jane Campbell

Education and Interpretation 
Mission u is a wonderful time to learn -- join us at Central Methodist University in Fayette July 27 through 30! 
Mission u gives United Methodist Women the opportunity to study issues affecting our society while gaining a 
greater understanding of our mission. Sometimes missionaries speak about their experiences. Some members 
have even made these weekends a family event, bringing their children, grandchildren, and spouses along for the 
experience. We all become family together for a good time. The food is delicious and the rides on golf carts 
between our dorm rooms and the meeting space are lots of fun! Of course, worship time is spiritually 
uplifting. This year’s studies are 
• Spiritual Growth: Living as a Covenant Community
• Social Justice: Climate Justice – Call to Hope and Action
• Geography: Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church
• Youth: In Mission Together / Children: Joined and Held Together
Registration for adults and youth for Mission u is $200.00 (including lodging for three nights and nine meals) days. 

Children’s registration is $140.00. Visit www.moumethodist.org/missionu for the registration form and for more 
information about Heartland District and Missouri Conference scholarships, including those for women under 35, 
first-timers and youth. Scholarship forms are also in your district directory.

Our hands on community service activity for this year’s Mission u is making mats out of plastic bags and 
collecting Campbell’s soup labels – help us out by bringing materials for this project!

Can’t make Mission u in July? There will be two weekend events with some of the same studies in fall 2017 and 
spring 2018 – stay tuned for the May 2017 issue of Mission Voice for more details.

Good news: 35 of our 47 units received certificates for completing Mission Today criteria at the Spring District 
Meeting! Kudos to them, and be inspired to work on meeting those criteria for this year! One way to do that is 
subscribe to and read Response magazine to learn about worldwide UMW activities – visit 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response to try it out. 
Kathy Moss

http://www.umwmissionresources.org/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.moumethodist.org/missionu
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response
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Heartland Happenings and Moments for Mission

Yvette Richards of St. James UMC invites us to an opportunity for Social Action – the Cleaver 
Program in Religion and Public Life. Noteworthy speakers Cornell Belcher and Neera Tanden 
present an “Election Reflection” on Wednesday, April 19 at 7:00 p.m. at St. James, 5540 Wayne, 
Kansas City, MO 64110. Presented by St. Paul School of Theology, this program will feature dialogue 
and conversation with two political experts with a reception following. Attend in person or watch 
the livestream at www.stjamesumc.com. 

Susan Wopata of  Independence 1st UMC shares this opportunity for faith, hope and love in action: 
Many of you have assisted Della Lamb Community Services in various ways, but have you 
considered volunteering on a regular basis? Della Lamb needs volunteers in two major areas: the 
Refugee Resettlement Adult-Learning Classes for English, reading, life skills and more and the Early 
Childhood Development Program.  Della Lamb needs volunteers during the day Monday through 
Friday. Teaching experience is not necessary, but is always helpful. Volunteers must complete a 
required background check at their expense. Federal funding cuts to immigration programs have had 
an impact on staffing at Della Lamb, so willing volunteers are especially crucial. Located at 500 
Woodland, Kansas City, MO 64106, Della Lamb is one of our United Methodist National Mission 
Institutions (NMI). For more information about their services and to volunteer, please contact Judy 
McGonigle Akers, Executive Vice President at Della Lamb.

Blue Ridge Blvd. and Oak Grove UMW are joining forces to host A Call to Hope and Action Mission u 
Study on Climate Justice on Saturday, May 13 from 12:30 to 4:00 p.m. at Blue Ridge Blvd. Church, 
5055 Blue Ridge Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64133. Led by Verlee Gilkerson (our friend from the 
Northwest District UMW), the program will deepen your understanding and awareness of climate 
change and its impact on God’s creation. The study highlights justice, peace, and integrity of 
creation as important dimensions of partnering in God’s mission today. Register by sending your 
name and contact information and $5 (make checks payable to Oak Grove UMW) to Ruth Pirch. See 
a printed or emailed copy of this newsletter for her address.. Eat lunch before you go, and have a 
snack there! This study counts toward Mission Today criteria.

http://www.stjamesumc.com/


Call for 2018 Officers
We’re looking for a few good UMWomen!

We’re zooming into the second quarter of 2017, which means 2018 and 
the opportunity for new service and servants is just around the corner. 

Heartland District offices open for next year are Vice President, 
Treasurer, Coordinators of Membership Nurture and Outreach and 

Education and Interpretation, and Secretary of Program Resources. The 
Nominating Committee will meet in June to begin preparing its slate and 

contact those interested in serving. 

If you are interested – or you have someone to recommend – fill out 
and send to Nominations Chair Kathy Oliver the Spring 2017 Talent Bank 

form on the next page of this newsletter. Reach out to Kathy (or those 
currently serving in the soon-to-be-open positions)  if you have questions 

about roles and responsibilities. 

Kathy Oliver
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See a printed or emailed 
copy of the newsletter 

for mailing information.
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2017 District Calendar

June 1 Mission u Scholarship Applications due

June 14 2017 District Woman in Mission Nominations due

July 15 Voice of the Heartland Submissions Deadline

July 27-30 Mission u – Central Methodist University, Fayette, MO

August 2017 District Read – The White Umbrella 

1st UMC Warrensburg, 141 E. Gay St., 

Warrensburg, MO 64093

September 29-30 Annual Meeting – Lebanon First UMC

300 N. Madison Ave., Lebanon, MO 65536

October 1 Voice of the Heartland Submissions Deadline

October 14 Fall District Meeting – Grace UMC

2400 E. US Hwy 50, Lee’s Summit, MO 64063

October 31 Local Unit Officers Listing due to the District Secretary and 
Communications Coordinator

December 15 All money due to the Heartland District Treasurer

for 2017 pledges

Communications Corner
Thumbs up: we have a brand new Heartland District 
UMW Facebook page! It’s a great way to keep up with 
our activities and adventures and other district delights. 
Check it out for photos (and a video!) from the meeting, 
alerts about upcoming events, and other great news 
UMW can use. 

I’d love it if you’d like us!

https://www.facebook.com/MOHeartlandUMW
With kindness, grace and love,

Kelly G. Loeb, Communications Coordinator

https://www.facebook.com/MOHeartlandUMW


Heartland District Newsletter
Kelly G. Loeb, Editor

Editor’s note – our next newsletter article submission deadline 
is  July 15.  Please submit your articles  

and address changes/additions  to 
Kelly G. Loeb.


