
President’s Greeting

Happy New Year Heartland District UMW,

I don’t like to start out the year complaining, but the weather really put a damper on our plans for 
Unit Officer Training. We were prepared for our sessions, but safety comes first. It was a blessing 
that the ice was not as bad as predicted and many of us were able to enjoy the time at 
home. There is generally some good that comes out of adversity.

Your Heartland Mission Team got busy and conducted our planning meeting by conference call on 
that icy Saturday and we came up with a new plan! In hopes of reaching as many as possible, 
dodging more winter weather and conserving our resources by having one trip rather than two, 
we have rescheduled our district training to be at the beginning our Spring District 
Meeting. Please see the Spring District Meeting registration form in this issue for the 
particulars and check out your District Mission Team’s articles.

Please make sure you have completed and submitted all of your Unit’s reports so that your Unit 
will get the acknowledgement it deserves during our meeting and in our program book. I look 
forward to seeing you on March 25!

Norma McKelvy
Heartland District President

norma.mckelvy@bluekc.com
816-918-2608 (cell)
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Vital Points from our Vice President

Happy New Year UMW! As we begin 2017 and our unit activities, make sure to include two programs 
from your Program Book – this will help you meet the criteria for Mission Today!

Our Spring District Meeting is right around the corner on Saturday, March 25, 2017. Please mark 
your calendars now and come along with members from your unit for officer training, a great guest 
speaker and faithful, friendly fellowship with UMW from all around the heartland.  Please help us 
compile an incredibly inspiring ingathering by bringing fruit cups, applesauce cups and pudding cups, 
granola bars and Hostess or Little Debbie treats for the Harvesters Back Snack Program. Each snack 
item should be individually wrapped. Read more about the Back Snack Program at 
https://www.harvesters.org/Learn/Harvesters-Programs/Feeding-Children .

The important and timely theme of our Spring District Meeting is Intercept Human Trafficking. Many 
reports about this social ill have been on the local news lately, with interstates 70 and 44 being the 
main thoroughfares for this activity.  To think this happens in our own backyard is unbelievable! Our 
guest speaker will engage and educate our community of women regarding the illicit movement of 
people, particularly young women and girls. 

Many will tune in to the Super Bowl on February 5. Let’s also intercept human trafficking that day by 
participating in United Methodist Women’s Let’s Box ‘Em Up & Stack ‘Em Up campaign. In football, 
stacking the box happens when the defense puts its players in a rectangular formation to stop the 
offensive team's rush in its tracks. In human trafficking, perpetrators attack the vulnerable. We will 
stack the box against them, intercept their movements and box 'em up for prosecution. For more 
information on this crucial crusade, visit http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/box-em-up –
there you’ll find excellent free resources to print and share. 

See you March 25!

Jana Miller, Vice President
janamiller@yahoo.com / 660-909-5802

https://www.harvesters.org/Learn/Harvesters-Programs/Feeding-Children
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/box-em-up
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Treasurer’s Report

Ladies of the Heartland District, 2016 was a great year! We have 27 of 
the 47 units as 5 Star units: $88,380.40 was received for the mission 
work of UMW and of that amount $71,370.90 was pledges.

The pledge for 2017 is $45,000. I have copies of the 2017 remittance 
forms. If you need a copy, let me know and will be happy to email or 
mail it to you.

Georgia Phillips, Treasurer
816-353-1418 (home) / 816-309-4152 cell

gphillips47@gmail.com
8604 E. 81st Terr., Raytown, MO 64138

Social Action Update
2017 - A new year! Lots of new things, maybe some new resolutions. Keep social 
action advocacy for women and children high on your priority list! Please feel free to 
reach out if you have questions about social action or the 2018 Legislative Event or
finding a DVD from the Mai Gray charter list. I had the pleasure of meeting Holly Urie 
from Adrian because she asked for help finding one of the Mai Gray programs to 
encourage education. What a blessing! Holly's question then helped me find Faye 
McKee from southwest Missouri, and she gave me a newer version of the DVD 
options. Several DVDs are out there to help us increase our knowledge of and 
curiosity about other cultures to help us create conversations and learn how to be 
more loving and supportive to one another. With more education, we can better 
know how to serve and advocate through social action. 

Decisions, decisions! I must choose whether to attend our spring district meeting in 
Pleasant Hill or go to Columbia for the Legislative Event 2018 planning meeting 
on Mar 25. What a gift to have two great options for faith, hope and love in action –
blessings to you all!

Kara Myers, Social Action Coordinator
816-820-1094 / karalmyers@gmail.com

mailto:gphillips47@gmail.com
mailto:karalmyers@gmail.com
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Membership Nurture and Outreach
Thanks to modern technology, there is a new and fast way to report membership to United Methodist 
Women! The site is here: http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2016
Each local unit is responsible for reporting online by 3/30/17, and once you hit submit, your 
information goes directly to the national office. Your unit membership nurture and outreach 
coordinator is responsible for completing this report (for those units without a person in that office, the 
president should do the report). Need help? Marilyn Henegar, our 2016 Conference Membership 
Nurture and Outreach Coordinator, is available! Contact her at 816-678-8010. 

Start thinking about your nominees for 2017 Mission Woman of the Year! I’ll have handouts with 
criteria at the Spring District Meeting, and nominations will be due in June.

The White Umbrella: Walking with Survivors of Sex Trafficking by Mary Frances Bowley is our 2017 
District Read selection. Start looking for and reading it now so you’ll be ready for our discussion in 
August. The book is currently available at www.umwmissionresources.org, www.amazon.com, and 
www.bn.com. 
Jane Campbell, Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator
delandjane@comcast.net / 816-392-9626

Education and Interpretation 
I hope everyone is well this winter! It’s been a rough one for me – I had the flu for four weeks and now I 
understand why you get the flu shot. Just think: spring is right around the corner and it’s time to 
complete your Mission Today forms. Please fill out either the short or long form – (no need to do both) 
and send it to me by mail or email. Thanks to all units that that have already sent in Mission Today 
forms; you’ll receive your certificates at the March 25 spring district meeting. You all did a wonderful 
job this year! Keep it up for next year!

Reading Response magazine is one of the Mission Today criteria – I hope all units are reading an article 
from it at each meeting. There are so many good articles with information about what's going on in 
UMW locally, nationally and internationally; it’s a great source of excellent ideas! Response often 
includes studies your unit could use for a program, which is another criterion on the Mission Today form. 
Subscribe to Response online at moumethodist.org or contact Callie Ballenger, our secretary of program 
resources, at stiles_callie@yahoo.com, 816-313-0440 (home) or 816-752-6662 (cell).

Mission u is July 27-30 at Central Methodist University in Fayette. This year’s studies:
Social Justice – Climate Justice: A Call to Hope and Action

Spiritual Growth: Living as a Covenant Community 
Geographical Topic: Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the US.

Get your study materials books now online or contact Callie Ballenger; she can have them at the spring 
district meeting for you to pick up. See you in Pleasant Hill on March 25!

Kathy Moss, Education & Interpretation Coordinator
kam.wtm@hotmail.com / 816-305-5729

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2016
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.bn.com/
http://moumethodist.org/
mailto:stiles_callie@yahoo.com
mailto:kam.wtm@Hotmail.com
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Welcome to a new year, where new things are happening! 
Enclosed in this issue of Voice of the Heartland are registration 
forms for two important events: 

• Spiritual Growth Retreat – Sweet Life Café – March 3 and 4 
at the Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference Center in Columbia, 
MO. Make sure to register by February 10 to avoid the 
$15.00 late fee.

• Spring District Meeting – March 25 at Pleasant Hill UMC in 
Pleasant Hill, MO. Send in your registration form and fee by 
Wednesday, March 15. During this meeting we will conduct 
our annual memorial service honoring Heartland District 
UMW members who passed away in 2016. Unit presidents, 
I’ll be in touch with you to get those names.

I hope you all share my excitement about these upcoming 
events. Until we meet in March, keep using your Prayer 
Calendar to uplift each other!

Jean Pinkston, Spiritual Growth Coordinator
jeanpinkston01@comcast.net / 816-520-7965
-

mailto:jeanpinkston01@comcast.net
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2017 District Calendar

February 10 Deadline to register for the Spiritual Growth Retreat

March 3 and 4 Spiritual Growth Retreat
Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference Center
2601 S. Providence Rd., Columbia, MO 65203

March 15 Deadline to register for the Spring District Meeting

March 25 Spring District Meeting
Pleasant Hill UMC, 1300 Lexington Rd., Pleasant Hill, MO 64080

April 1 Voice of the Heartland submissions deadline

July 27-30 Mission u – Central Methodist University, Fayette, MO 

August 2017 District Read – The White Umbrella

September 29-30 Missouri Conference UMW Annual Meeting 
Lebanon UMC, 300 N. Madison Ave., Lebanon, MO 65536

Communications Corner
Dear Heartland District United Methodist Women, 
Since you’re reading this, that must mean you’re getting your newsletter at the 
right place at the right time!  So that you can keep doing so, please let me know any 
changes to your address (or if you’d like to get Voice of the Heartland by email only 
(or US mail only…or both ways!). And if you know of a member who’d like to be on 
the list, I’d love to get her information too. Send email to me at 
kellygloeb@gmail.com or call or text me at 913-706-2194. You can also fill out the 
newsletter signup form here: 
http://tinyurl.com/HeartlandDistUMWContactInfo
Visit our district website at http://www.moumethodist.org/heartlandumw
to stay up to date!  The newsletter, mission team listing, calendar and more are 
posted there. The  Missouri Conference website is at 
http://www.moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen and lets you know what 
we’re doing all around the state!

With kindness, grace and love,
Kelly Grace Loeb, Communications Coordinator

kellygloeb@gmail.com / 913-706-2194

In loving 
honor and memory of

my grandmother 
Grace C.- Moore 

(8/20/1922 – 12/19/2016),  
the very first 

United Methodist Woman 
I knew and 

my life’s greatest 
inspiration!

mailto:kellygloeb@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/HeartlandDistUMWContactInfo
http://www.moumethodist.org/heartlandumw
http://www.moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen
mailto:kellygloeb@gmail.com
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Kelly G. Loeb, Editor
3406 Benton Blvd.

Kansas City, MO 64128
kellygloeb@gmail.com

913-706-2194

Editor’s note – our next newsletter article submission deadline 
is  April 1.  Please submit your articles  

and address changes/additions  to 
Kelly G. Loeb at kellygloeb@gmail.com

mailto:kellygloeb@gmail.com

