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Pam’s Message 
 
We certainly “Got on Board” star ng with a train ride on Iron Mountain Railway, 
a living history train da ng back to 1926 before we met Friday evening at New 
McKendree UMC for our officer training and a Racial Jus ce training by our newly 
formed Racial Jus ce Team chaired by Dr. Yve e Richards. Our conference is 
blessed by the leadership of one of our former Na onal UWFaith Presidents.  
 

We want to thank everyone who served to make 
our nineteenth annual mee ng a   success. We had 
over 100 women in a endance. We want to 
thank our outgoing officers for their service and 
welcome new members to our leadership team. 
Our a ernoon at Old McKendree was such a bless-
ing and emo onal as we moved from our former 
districts to our new districts. New beginnings will 

refresh us as we con nue to embrace our new name. I was blessed to come home 
with the beau ful quilt handcra ed by Jana Miller.  
 

Thank you, 

         
Pam Church, Conference President 
pchurch322@yahoo.com 
 

 

The Lord gives the word; the women who announce the news are a great host.  

Psalm 68:11 (ESV) 
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  Vice President’s View 
WE GOT ON BOARD! 

 
What a wonderful me we had at Missouri Conference UWF Annual Mee ng in 
Jackson! We all “Got on Board” both literally and figura vely. The weekend started 
with a 2-hour train ride on Friday a ernoon. Onboard the St. Louis Iron Mountain & 
Southern Railroad, we were guarded by the sheriff, learned some history about the 
James Gang and as we were pulling into the sta on we were robbed by Jesse James 
and his Gang! No one was hurt, the sheriff got the situa on under control, and we 
got to visit the sta on and jail, as well as be treated with smores around a fire pit! 
 
Friday evening, we were at New McKendree South Campus, and everyone got 

their first glimpse of the silent auc on baskets and quilts. It was me to “Let the Bidding Begin!” Chris Hopkins will tell 
you more about that. We had officer training and a book review from Donna Ford (everyone listening can count that as 
one book read). We had a video from Harrie  Jane Olson – Chief Execu ve Officer of United Women in Faith about our 
new name and expanded op ons to put our Faith, Hope & Love in Ac on. Then our Racial Jus ce team had a training 
for everyone presented by Norma McKelvy and Pam Church. What a great start to the weekend! 
 
Saturday morning, we returned to South Campus and were blessed by the church choir and a worship lead by Doris 
Dace, reminding us to always be ready to share our faith story.  
 
The Business mee ng was called to order by our UWFaith President Pam Church.  Officer’s gave reports and elec ons 
for 2023 were held. New officers were installed, and outgoing officers were thanked and honored for their service.  
 
Michele Moon from Birthright shared with us about the ministry to expectant mothers and  accepted our ingathering 
items with thanksgiving. 
 
Carroll Constant, UWFaith South Central Jurisdic on Treasurer , extended an invita on to all of us to a end the 2024  
United Women in Faith SCJ mee ng June 21-23, in St. Louis, MO. The theme is “Get Together!” And that is what we 
plan to do! So please join us! 
 
As we move into the five new Missouri Conference districts, we will be moving our annual mee ng clockwise around 
the state. The New Northwest District will start us out next year. They came together to invite us to the Missouri  
Conference UWFaith Annual Mee ng September 22-23, 2023, at Grace UMC in Lee’s Summit, MO. They even teased 
us with a small bag of Kansas City BBQ spices, so I know we can expect to enjoy some Kansas City BBQ! 
 
We had a wonderful lunch, carried off our auc on winnings, and all met a few miles away 
at Old McKendree Chapel. We were greeted there by Reverend’s David Conley, Jim Dace, 
Susanna Wesley, Bishop McKendree and Charlie Chapel mouse who you may have met in 
Joplin when we were invited to Jackson for this year’s mee ng. Reverend Conley gave the 
history of Old McKendree Chapel and family stories from it’s founding in the early 1800’s. 
It was a warm sunny a ernoon and with new District signs we moved into our new district 
groups  a erwards for communion and closing worship.  
 

What a wonderful way to end our mee ng! I am so thankful to everyone who helped make this a great weekend! It 
reminds me of the song “Make new friends, but keep the old, one is silver and the other gold”. 

Gail Tinsley, Conference Vice-President 

gail_tinsley@yahoo.com  
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Spiritual Growth 

 
Doris Dace, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
jdace@att.net 
 
God will put his angels in charge of you, to protect you wherever you go.  Psalms 91:11 
 

October is my birth month, and I want to talk about the women who have shaped me, and from whom I have 
liberally borrowed “pieces.” 
 

The li le blob of humanity who arrived so many years ago was just wai ng to be shaped and refined into a  
human.  Of course, that began with my mother, a woman of faith.  And there was my five-year-old sister who 
would be just those many steps ahead of me in development, and who would experience new situa ons about 
which she could advise me. 
 

I always think that I’m really a compila on of parts I have taken from other 
women.  Each one adds a new dimension to my life and enriches it. So, I love 
a ending UMFaith mee ngs.  Of course there is the spiritual  edifica on  
aspect, but one of the greatest joys is mee ng each of you.  For that five 
minutes, or hours, or a day, we bond, and I always have a new BFF for a me.  
I am enriched and upli ed. 

 

That doesn’t mean that we correspond a er that mee ng.  There will probably be no le ers, no text messages, 
no Facebook friending.  And it is possible that I won’t even remember you name the next me we meet.  (I am, 
a er all, old.)  However, you have in some indefinable way become a part of the total makeup of ME.  You join 
a long line of women in my life from whom I have taken inspira on, and you have made changes in my spiritual 
and mental being with each encounter. 
 

You are the angels who watch over me, and over each other.  Con nue to make a difference for me and for  
others. 
 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, we thank you for all of your children who touch our lives.  Con nue to bless our fellowship  
together, and to help us con nue to make each other the best we can be.  In the name of Jesus, who guides our 
interac ons.  Amen 
       

Program Resources—Reading is connec ng 
 

The Reading Program is not meant to be completed alone or in a vacuum. You can enrich the experience by do-
ing one or several of these things: 
· Share the program with United Women in Faith members and members of the community. 
· Help people attain books. Distribute the guide located at https:/uwfaith.org/resources/reading program/  
· Connect with local and district groups. Start a book club, download books onto an e-reader to pass 

around and share, present book reviews at group meetings. 
· Display a progress chart in your church for all who wish to participate, and post displays to encourage 

book sales. 
· Pray. Books often raise concerns about people, countries, and issues. Bring these concerns to God during 

your prayer time at home and at group meetings. 
Advocate for tangible change. Many Reading Program books address issues including climate change, mass 
incarceration and racism. Organize a task force to address these issues in your community. 

Donna Ford, Program Resource Coordinator dfordumw@gmail.com  
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           Treasurer’s Tally  
     
Ladies:  
 
We have completed three fourths of 2022 and you have been faithful in your giving. We are a little 
over half way to making our Conference Pledge for the year with one quarter to go so let’s make that 
final push to reach our goal.   

 
The generosity of those attending our Annual Meeting was fantastic.  
Ladies purchased Gift to Mission Cards, Mission Ribbon Corsages, gave 
generously to the offering and were great bidders on the Silent Auction 
baskets and quilts for a total of $4,030.82.  Just think of how many lives 
of women, children, and youth will be just a little bit better. 
 
I urge all units to make every effort to send your end of year giving to your 

district treasurer as early in December as possible.  It is especially important this year so your 
district treasurer can finalize her books for the year as we prepare to transition from nine to five 
districts. 
 
Please contact me or your district treasurer if you have questions. 

     
 
 
 
      Liz Rooks, Treasurer and Mission u Business Manager 
      rookselizabeth@gmail.com 

 

 

    

Mission Ribbons       
 

If your District or Unit will be meeting this Fall or after the first of the year and you need Mission Giving 
ribbons, please get an order to me.  I don’t have a large stock now but if I have an idea how many you 
will be needing, I can get them ordered.  I’m also out of the logo ribbons and would appreciate receiving 
orders for it and any other ribbons you will be needing.  The event ribbon for the Annual Meeting, “Get  
on Board” with United Women in Faith, proved to be very popular and I’ll be placing an order to replenish 
stock. 
 
The ribbons were popular at the Annual Meeting and the total sales were $981.  Really happy to report 
that! 
 
Sandy McConnell, Mission Ribbon Coordinator 
sandysown@hotmail.com 
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“CONGRATULATIONS 

2022 “BE GREEN” Units 

  
“The unit had 12 submissions.” 

Harrisonville (Northwest) 

 
“The unit had 5 submissions.” 

          New Horizon (Northeast  

 

Additional 2022 Green Units 
 

Christ Independence (Northwest) 
St. James UMW (Heartland) 

First Northeast Warrensburg (Heartland) 
 
“I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life 
and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may 
live”   ~ Deuteronomy 30:19 

 
“Moses Bible Study on Sustainability” 

 

Felicia Bamer, Green Team Task Coordinator 

felicia.bamer@gmail.com 
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Nominations 
 
Thank you to all of the Nominating Committee members (Norma McKelvy, Cindy Linger, Kathy 
Rolen, Alexis Robison, Nancy Douglas, Norma McKelvy, Linda Gail Smith, Teresa Christenson, and the  
Leadership Team for their support during the past two years as I served as Chair of the Nominating 
Committee.  I especially want to thank Pam Church, Marilyn Henegar, Gail Tinsley, Liz Rooks, Kelly 
Loeb, Brenda Smith Keene, and Mabel Unser for their love and encouragement.  We have elected and 
appointed a congenial and loving group of energetic individuals to lead our Conference 
UWFaith.  I look forward to working with them. 
 
The team has worked hard this year to redistrict our membership 
and to update our district and conference job descriptions.  I am 
happy to tell you that the updated job descriptions are availa-
ble at our conference website.  I encourage you to take  
advantage of this information. 
  
In addition, we have placed the Talent Bank form….a form to 
help us identify your interest in a position on the Conference  
leadership team…on our website.  It is fillable and will be sent 
with the push of a button to the chair of the Nominating Committee 
who will place it in our files for use in discussing future directions of 
the Leadership Team. 
  
It has been an honor and a privilege to serve the conference! 

 

Service Honored 
 

The Missouri Conference United Women in Faith value the time that our Sisters in Christ provide to the 
Leadership Team.  We have three whom we wish to highlight in this issue of The Mission Voice:   
Elizabeth (aka Pooh) Mack, Verlee Gilkerson, and Edith Triplett.  
 
After completing a four year term as Secretary of Program Resources, Elizabeth  (Southwest District) 
finished a four year term as Coordinator of Membership, Nurture, and Outreach.  She is currently  
serving as the Dean of Mission u.  We are very fortunate to have her leadership skills in our  
conference. Verlee Gilkerson (Northwest District) has served as Coordinator of the Legacy Fund  
Campaign for two years.  She has worked tirelessly to grow the number of donors in our conference 
who have given to the Legacy Fund.  We much appreciate her work. 
 
Edith Triplett (Southwest District) is being recognized for her work establishing and providing  
leadership for the Legacy Fund Campaign for its first 6 years in our conference.  Working with a confer-
ence committee, she was key to raising our awareness of the need for the fund and insuring early  
donations and growth of the fund.  

 
We recognize and say thank you to the three women through this colmn at 
this time.   

Formal recognition will occur at our next meeting. 

Adelaide Parsons, Nomnations Chair 

ahparsons@charter.net 
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Missouri Conference District Woman  

in Mission of the Year 2022 
 

     Gateway Central: Ethel Neal        Gateway Regional: Kathy Rolen      
     Heartland: Vivian Sasser              Mark Twain: Fannie Lou Wilhite          
     Ozark: Chris Hopkins                   Southwest: Donna Ford 
     Southeast: Doris Dace                  Northwest: Verlee Gilkerson    

               Not pictured: Fannie Lou Wilhite and Verlee Gilkerson         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silent Auction 

The 2022 Missouri Conference United Women in Faith 
recently added a new “feature” to the Basket Silent Auction.  
We were blessed with a Quilt Auction this year.  Four quilts 
were donated for the bid process.  We were especially proud 
of a newly designed United Women in Faith quilt made by 
Jana Miller and company. This quilt was the top sought after 
item and went home with Conference President Pam Church.  
 
The Conference wishes to Thank every District and Donor who brought in a Basket and/or Quilt to bid on.  
This tradition is looked forward to as the proceeds benefit our mission to Women, Children and Youth.  
Almost $2,000.00 was raised at this event. Please let the Leadership Team know you liked this addition. 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
 

Chris M. Hopkins, Auction Coordinator 

kcka_65785@yahoo.com 
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Annual 
Meeting 

2022 
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Annual  

Meeting 2022 
 

             First Timers 
Get those Ribbons! 

Quilt inside Old McKendree Chapel 
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Greetings from Mission u 2022!  

If you didn't make it to Liberty, you definitely missed out on an amazing time!! We were led by phe-
nomenal study leaders, we were fed some of the most delicious food from the area, and took a trip 
down memory lane with our Intergenerational Smore's night! 

Our ingathering served two mission agencies! We brought in underwear and cut reusable sanitary 
napkins for the Patricia Project. In addition, we gathered diapers and bundled them into sacks of 25 
for the young mothers that Baby Grace serves. 
 
This year we brought back the Celebration! The children and youth were excited to share all that 
they had learned. Our opening praise song had everyone off their seats and in the isles dancing! 
The holy spirit was definitely present in that sanctuary!! 

We look forward to seeing you next year! Location and dates will be announced soon! 

Your 2023 Mission u Dean Team. 

Pooh Mack, Dean emmack81@yahoo.com  

Rosie Farmer, Assistant Dean  rosie.farmer9985@gmail.com 

Shannon Meister, Associate Dean shannonmum@gmail.com 
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Communications 

 
Important Information 
 
United Women in Faith General Secretary and CEO Harriett Jane Olson is retiring this 
spring. The press release was posted on our MO Conference FB page last week and 
you can go to uwfaith.org/news/press to read it, as well. If you'd like to thank Harriett for 
her more than 15 years of steadfast leadership, visit uwfaith.org/give and note your gift in 
her honor.  
 
November is just around the corner, a time we celebrate God’s 
abundance with the World Thank Offering. This year’s World 
Thank Offering program theme is “Life Giving Creation and  
Transformation. You can download the program or you can find 
it in the 2022 –2023 Program Resource. The accompanying  
video can be found on our YouTube page. With this offering we 
bring our gifts of gratitude for the transformation of local and  
global communities by raising money for women, children, and 
youth. Please share this information with your members.  
 
Get your Christmas cards! Spread joy in more ways than one this holiday season with 
Gift to Mission greeting cards supporting United Women in Faith. Contact your local,  
district, or conference treasurer to get your cards today.  
 
Have you checked out United Women in Faith Digital yet? Well don't wait any longer! 
Assembly videos, book groups, online Mission u resources, digital Prayer Guide,  
community gatherings and more are at your fingertips at uwfaith.org/digital  
 
Is the United Methodist Church really ...? Have you found yourself asking this lately? 
The publication United Methodist Insight has compiled some answers and  
resources from United Methodist Communications and annual conferences to help  
counteract misinformation being spread in this tense time of disaffiliations.   
 
Share your stories. We want to hear what you are doing in your communities.  

 
Update your "safe senders" in your e-mail program to make sure the @uwfaith.org  
e-mails from Mailchimp make it into your inbox and don't go wandering for 40 days in the 
wilderness of your spam or junk folders.   

 
Brenda A. Smith-Keene 

bask1@swbell.net 



12 Mission Voice October 2022

 

  
Social Media 
 
Websites 
 
United Women in Faith Missouri Conference Website: https://www.moumethodist.org/
unitedwomeninfaith  

 
United Women in Faith Website: https://uwfaith.org 
 
response magazine: https://uwfaith.org/resources/response-magazine/ 
 
South Central Jurisdiction UMW Website: https://www.umwscj.org/ 
 
Mission Resources: https://www.umwmissionresources.org - Program and Reading Materials,  
Merchandise and gifts 
  
Facebook Pages and Groups  
 
Missouri Conference UWinFaith Facebook Group:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/MOUWinFaith 
 
Gateway Regional UWinFaith Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/391774900954639 
 
Heartland District UWinFaith Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/MOHeartlandUMW 
 
Mid-State District UWinFaith Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/missourimidstateumw 
 
Northwest District UWinFaith Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/336817336363091 
 
South Central Jurisdiction UWinFaith Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
umwscj.org 
 
United Women in Faith Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/uwomenfaith 
  
Instagram 
 
United Methodist Women on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/uwomenfaith 
 
NOTE: Due to districts merging, the district websites may be changing. Check with your district 
for updated information.  
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MO Conference UWFaith 

Mission Voice Conference Newsletter 
 Individual Subscription Form 

 
Please fill out this form to subscribe to the Mission Voice for 2022. There is no charge for an electronic 
subscrip on sent via email. The cost for a paper newsle er subscrip on sent by postal mail is $10.00 
per person, and covers six newsle ers and any special newsle ers. You may send cash or checks  
payable to MO Conference UMW.  
 
To receive all issues of the Mission Voice in 2023, please send your subscrip on form (and payment, 
for paper subscribers) by December 1, 2022 so that we can be sure to include you on our mailing list. 
We also welcome subscrip on requests at any me throughout the year!  
 
If your district pays for its local presidents and its Mission Team to receive a paper subscrip on, please 
send a compila on of all subscribers’ names and addresses along with one check with a $10.00 pay-
ment for each subscriber.  
 
Please send subscrip on forms (and payment for paper issues) via postal mail to Missouri Conference 
Communica ons Coordinator Brenda Smith-Keene, P O Box 47126, Kansas City, MO 64188 or via 
email to bask1@swbell.net. 
 

 
 
We request your mailing address, phone number and email address so that we can contact you for  
address updates (including returned mail due to incorrect postal or email addresses).  
Subscrip ons are for January through December 2023.  
 
If you wish to unsubscribe from the Mission Voice, please contact Missouri Conference  
Communications Coordinator, Brenda Smith-Keene, by email at bask1@swbell.net or by phone at 
(405) 250-6771. If you wish to unsubscribe from the Mission Voice, please contact Missouri  
Conference  Communications  
 

Your Name   
Your District   

Type of Subscription Email or Postal Mail (circle one) 

Mailing Address City, State and ZIP 
Code 

  

Area Code & Phone Number   

Email Address   
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Important Dates 
 
October 29,2022                New Northeast Celebration   10:00 am—2:;00 pm                 Camp Jo-Ota 
November 5, 2022             New Northwest District Meeting   St. James South Campus  KCMO        
November 12, 2022           Gateway Central Mai Gray Celebration   
March 17-18, 2023             Spiritual Growth Retreat        Community UMC                      Columbia, MO 
March 24-25, 2023             MO Conference Leadership Team Meeting                           Columbia, MO 
June 21-23, 2023               South Central Jurisdiction                                        St. Louis, MO 
August 4-5,2023                 MO Conference Leadership Team Meeting                           Columbia, MO   
September 22-23, 2023     MO Conference Annual Meeting   Grace UMC                Lee’s Summit, MO 

  

 
 

 

Missouri Conference  
United Women in Faith 
P.O. Box 47126 
Kansas City, MO 64188 


