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2022 LEGISLATIVE   
TRAINING EVENT 

“Caring for God’s Creation” 
Tuesday, March 1, 2022 via Zoom 

 

 
Interrupt the  

School-to-Prison  
Pipeline 

    

    
2 Chronicles 7:14   
“If my people who are called by my name 
humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and 
turn away from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin 
and heal their land.” 

MISSOURI CONFERENCE 
Worship Service & Program Guide 
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Tuesday, March 1, 2022 via Zoom 
MISSOURI CONFERENCE ~ UNITED METHODIST WOMEN LEGISLATIVE TRAINING EVENT 

 
PARTICIPANT GUIDE for WORSHIP & TRAINING SESSION 

 
   REFLECT ON SCRIPTURE FOR TODAY:  2 Chronicles 7:14. “If my people who are  
  called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn away from their  
  wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 
 
 
   GREETINGS & INTRODUCTIONS……………………..……Pamela Church, President 

                                                  UMW MO Conference, Transformation UMC, House Springs, MO 
  
 
 PURPOSE of the UNITED METHODIST WOMEN ……… Led by Brenda Smith-Keene 

                                                                                                        St. James UMC, Kansas City, MO 
 

(Please mute and recite aloud) “The organized unit of United Methodist Women 
shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience 
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 
fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global 
ministries of the church.” 

 

  OPENING PRAYER  ……………………….…Doris Dace, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
                        UMW MO Conference, New McKendree UMC, Jackson, MO  

 Today, I wish to share with you an “Earth Blessing” that is by an unknown author   
 published in The Green Devotional: Active Prayers for a Healthy Planet by Karen   
 Speerstra. 

May the blessing of the earth be on you, 
Soft under your feet as you pass along the roads, 
Soft under you as you lie out on it, tired at the end of day; 
And may it rest easy over you when, at last, you lie out under it. 
May it rest so lightly over you 
That your soul may be out from under it quickly; 
Up and off and on its way to God. 
And now may the Lord bless you, and bless you kindly.  Amen. 

 
 

     MY JOURNEY TOWARD CLIMATE JUSTICE            

 

…………….by Elizabeth Logan Calvin 
Samaritan UMC, St. Louis, MO 
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WORSHIP SONG..... “So Will I”………………………….  

                  
This song/ lyrics can be found on YouTube at     

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0am78uIwwxU  
CHRISTAFARI - So Will I (100 Billion X) Hillsong Cover Official Music Video 

Please read along as the words are sung. 
 

So Will I 
 

God of creation 
There at the start 
Before the beginning of time 
With no point of reference 
You spoke to the dark 
And fleshed out the wonder of light 
And as You speak 
A hundred billion galaxies are born 
In the vapor of Your breath the planets form 
If the stars were made to worship so will I 
I can see Your heart in everything You've 
made 
Every burning star, A signal fire of grace 
If creation sings Your praises so will I 
 
God of Your promise 
You don't speak in vain 
No syllable empty or void 
For once You have spoken 
All nature and science 
Follow the sound of Your voice 
And as You speak 
A hundred billion creatures catch Your breath 
Evolving in pursuit of what You said 
If it all reveals Your nature so will I 
I can see Your heart in everything You say 
Every painted sky 
A canvas of Your grace 
If creation still obeys You so will I 
So will I;  
So will I 

If the stars were made to worship so will I 
If the mountains bow in reverence so will I 
If the oceans roar Your greatness so will I 
For if everything exists to lift You high so will I 
If the wind goes where You send it so will I 
If the rocks cry out in silence so will I 
If the sum of all our praises still falls shy 
Then we'll sing again a hundred billion times 
 
God of salvation 
You chased down my heart 
Through all of my failure and pride 
On a hill You created 
The light of the world 
Abandoned in darkness to die 
And as You speak 
A hundred billion failures disappear 
Where You lost Your life so I could find it here 
If You left the grave behind You so will I 
 
I can see Your heart in everything You've done 
Every part designed in a work of art called love 
If You gladly chose surrender so will I 
I can see Your heart 
Eight billion different ways 
Every precious one 
A child You died to save 
If You gave Your life to love them so will I 
Like You would again a hundred billion times 
But what measure could amount to Your desire 
You're the One who never leaves the one behind 

 
Songwriters: Joel Houston / Michael Fatkin / Benjamin Hastings 
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS    …..…………………..………….…... by Elizabeth Chun Hye (Liz) Lee  
          Executive for Economic and Environmental Justice and Climate Justice Lead for UMW 
  

“Caring for God’s Creation” 
 
 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE / ADVOCACY 101 …………………Melissa Vatterott, Policy Director,              
        Missouri Coalition for the Environment, St. Louis, MO 

 
 

 INSTRUCTIONS RE: BREAKOUT ROOMS for Zoom Workshops……..……… Kelly G. Loeb,  
                                                                    MO Conference UMW Technical Adviser, Kansas City, MO 

 
STRETCH    BREAK 

It’s time to tend to your physical well-being. 
Take a bathroom break.  Grab some tea or coffee. 

  
 
 SOCIAL ACTION WORKSHOP A: Just Energy for All    

 Cheryl Marcum, Workshop Leader  
 
 
SOCIAL ACTION WORKSHOP B: Just Energy for All    

 Janice Greene, Workshop Leader  
 
 

 SOCIAL ACTION WORKSHOP C: Disrupting the School to Prison Pipeline…..   
        LaTrisha Gandy and Carolyn Redmore, Workshop Leaders 

  
 HYMN... “Breathe”……………………. in Zion Still Sings: For Every Generation, Hymn #47                                 
          Please mute and obtain tune that can be found at             
       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZhUesUaM98&authuser=0 

 
 RESPONSIVE READING: …………………… …………………… by Elizabeth (Pooh) Mack 
                  Trinity UMC, Joplin, MO 

(Please stay muted and follow along in your program) 
 
LEADER: Today, we focus our prayers on all those who are working toward climate  
 justice, those whose aim is just energy for all as well as those who oppose this.   We 
 offer our prayers before our God of Hope & Mercy, to be received with love.  You,  
 women of UMW, are part of God’s creation and He is pleased with how he made you.   
 If at times you feel worthless or of little value, remember that God made you 
 for a good reason.  You are valuable to him. 
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ALL:   We pray that all may see and understand Genesis 1:10: “God saw everything that 
 God had made and indeed, it was very good.”  
 
LEADER: All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the ways in which we use and 
 abuse it.  Water, air, soil, minerals, energy resources, plants, animal life, and space  
 are to be valued and conserved because they are God’s creation and not solely 
 because they are useful to human beings. God has granted us stewardship of creation. 
 We should meet these stewardship duties through acts of loving care and respect." 
 SOURCE:  “Social Principles: The Natural World” in The Book of Discipline of The 
 United Methodist Church.   

 
ALL:   We are always mindful of Genesis 2:15 which says, “The Lord God took the 
 humankind and put them in the Garden of Eden to work it and keep it.” 
  
LEADER: Today, we understand more than ever before, the profound  consequences of our 
 failure to serve as caretakers of God’s creation. Ecological crises and extreme poverty   
 are a reflection of our inability to share the abundance God has entrusted to our care. 
 Ever-expanding scientific knowledge helps us better understand and informs our 
 response to challenges ranging from the health impacts of environmental toxins to the 
 threats by climate change. 
 
ALL:   We pray that all may see and understand Genesis 1:10: “God saw everything 
 that God had made and indeed, it was very good.”  
 
LEADER: United Methodists are called to a ministry of reconciliation between God, 
 humankind and creation. In and alongside frontline communities experiencing 
 environmental injustices, we are participating in God’s healing of creation.  Through acts  
 of personal, social and civic righteousness, United Methodists are modeling a new 
 lifestyle and advocating for God’s people and God’s planet.  
 
 
CLOSING HYMN …“We are Called” ………………..  in The Faith We Sing, Hymn # 2172                           
    Please mute but sing along with virtual choir - St. Paul Young Adult  
    Choir & Ensemble.  Lyrics to this hymn are printed in 2022   
    PowerPoint and this tune is available at  
    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TsQ_kANdM6U  
 
 
CALL TO ACTION: COMMITMENT ……….…………………….…..… Led by Tiffany Barnum   
                      MO Conference UMW Social Action Coordinator, Grace UMC, Oak Grove, MO 
 
LEADER: The adverse impacts of global climate change disproportionately affect 
 individuals and nations least responsible for the emissions.  We, therefore support 
 efforts of all governments to require mandatory reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 
 and call for individuals, congregations, businesses, and industries and communities to 
 reduce their emissions.  (Social Principles ¶160.D) 
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ALL:  And so I shall do all I can to reduce greenhouse emissions.   
 

           LEADER: As we continue to call for bold leadership and advocate for policies rooted in justice 
and sustainability, we understand that God is calling each of us to respond and that as a 
denomination we cannot hope to transform the world until we change our way of being 
in it. (2016 Book of Resolutions, #1035, “Climate Change and the Church’s 
Response”) 

 
ALL:   And so I shall call for policies rooted in justice and sustainability.                                                                                                              
 

           LEADER: A transition to energy efficiency and renewable energy sources will combat global 
warming, protect human health, create new jobs, and ensure a secure, affordable 
energy future. (2016 Book of Resolutions, # 1001, “Energy Policy Statement”) 

 
ALL:  And so I shall work for energy efficiency and renewable energy sources. 

   
  
 ANNOUNCEMENTS & PARTING THOUGHTS ………………..… Pamela Church, President 

                                                UMW MO Conference, Transformation UMC, House Springs, MO 
 

  John Wesley, the founder of Methodism reminds each of us that you are to… 
 

“Do all the good you can;  
By all the means you can;  
In all the places you can;  
At all the times you can;  
To all the people you can;  
As long as ever you can.” 

 
 And Dr. Seuss, a wise sage once said, 
 

“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot;  
Nothing is going to get better.  It’s not!”  

     
  Please remember:  
 

  “There is no Planet B.” 
 
 
BENEDICTION   ………………………………… Sally Jones, Past Spiritual Growth Coordinator                                 
                                                                              UMW MO Conference, Milan UMC, Milan MO  
 


