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2022 LEGISLATIVE TRAINING EVENT PACKET 
 Thank you for joining us on zoom for the Missouri Conference United Methodist Women’s 
2022 Legislative Training Event (LTE) on Tuesday, March 1st from 9:30 am until 12:30 afternoon. We 
anticipate 75 -100 UMW members will be joining us from different zip codes across the state of 
Missouri and some will join us as groups at their local UMC.   Our focus is on the UMW Social Action 
Campaigns, specifically two bills advocating for climate justice and just energy for all as well as one 
bill to interrupt the school-to-prison pipeline. 

 The 2022 Legislative Training Event will begin with a worship service that will include a short 
keynote address or message by Elizabeth Lee.  This will be followed by a Legislative Update with 
suggestions  regarding how to advocate for climate justice and then we will have a short Stretch 
Break before going into breakout rooms for Social Action Workshops A or B (on Just Energy for All) 
and C (on Disrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline).   Then the folks in Workshops A and B will switch 
and go to C; while folks who were in Workshop C will go to Workshop A or B.  We will then leave the 
Break Out Room and return to the main meeting room for Zoom for the Closing Worship. 

This 2022 LTE Training Booklet, which has been compiled specifically for you by Faye Y. Abram, 
provides an overview of logistics and the schedule, with a guide for being an effective advocate for 
legislative reform. 

 

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE & SCHEDULE (Page 3) 
 

WHAT WE WILL COVER   (Page 4-5) 
Objectives, LTE Purpose, Theological Foundations 

Legislative Advocacy, Who’s An Advocate, Advocacy Goals 
What You Need to Advocate Effectively, 2022 LTE Priority Bills 

 
BILLS FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION & ACTION and TALKING POINTS (Page 6-10) 

 
TARGETED LEGISLATORS (Page 11-12) 

 
TIPS FOR TALKING WITH LEGISLATORS & THEIR STAFF (Page 13-14) 

Legislative Advocacy Agenda 
Dos and Don’ts, What Happens Next 

 
THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS (Page 14-15) 

 
SAMPLE LETTERS TO A LEGISLATORS (Page 16-18) 

 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER & SOCIAL ACTION WORKSHOP LEADERS (Page 19-21) 

 

CONTACT PERSONS FOR THIS EVENT: 
Faye Y. Abram (2022 LTE Chair) ~ abramfy@slu.edu  314-494-1747 or 314-994-0119 

Tiffany Barnum (2022 LTE Co-Chair) ~ tbar803@gmail.com  816-785-3218  
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What, Who, How, When, and Why? 

2022 LEGISLATIVE TRAINING EVENT SCHEDULE   

TUESDAY, MARCH 1ST 

  
  9:00 am  Check and make certain Zoom audio and video are working properly 
   
  9:30 am  Welcome ~ Morning Worship   
 
 
 10:00 am            Message ~ Keynote Address   
 
 
              Legislative Update/Advocacy 101: Training to Advocate for Climate Justice                                                                                        
 
   STRETCH BREAK 
 
 11:00 & 11:30 am Social Action Workshop A: Just Energy for All    
          
 
11:00 & 11:30 am Social Action Workshop B: Just Energy for All    
  
         
11:00 & 11:30 am Social Action Workshop C: Interrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline    
 
 
12 noon  Closing Worship  
 
 
12:30   Adjourn Zoom Meeting of 2022 LTE 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Days Following  ~  Phone Calls/Emails/Letters to Legislators to Advocate for Just Energy for All 
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Our Objectives 
 
Purpose of 2022 Legislative Training Event 
   
  We are to be do-ers of the word.   
  “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by  
  your actions?   Can that kind of faith save anyone? Suppose you see a brother or sister  
  who has no food or clothing, and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm  
  and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. What good does 
  that do?   So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough.  Unless it produces good deeds, it is  
  dead and useless.” (James 2:14-17 NIV) 
 
Theological Foundations 
  Christianity is not just something that we believe; it is something we practice.   
  We are called to be  “do-ers of the word, and not hearers only” (James 1:22).  We are 

 called to a living faith – a faith that makes itself known by its fruits. 
           According to Mary (Mother) Jones…we are to “Pray for the dead; fight like hell for the 

 living.”   We are called to “work in concert with our prayers” 
 
What is legislative advocacy? 
  Legislative advocacy is pressing for change in public policies in the context of legislative 

 activities, trying to get lawmakers to change or pass laws beneficial to your interest  
 group or to defeat bills that would be harmful to people who are of great concern to  
 United Methodist Women ~ women, children and youth. 

 
Bills for Your Consideration & Action ~ Talking Points     
  2022 LTE Priority Bills   
   We SUPPORT SB 717, SB 824, and  HB 2533 
   We OPPOSE HB 1684 and SB 969  
 
Tips for Talking with Legislators & Their Staff  
  What We are Asking Legislators ~ What Happens Next? 
 
The Legislative Process  
  (Please carefully review this Training Booklet) 
 
Sample Letters 
 
 
Introduction of Our Keynote Speaker and Workshop Leaders 
 
 
Steps to Becoming a Powerful, Persuasive Constituent 
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Establish Relationships: 

• Representatives want to hear from MO citizens, especially their constituents. 
• This is an opportunity for UMW members to connect with our legislators 

Discuss Issues: 
• Address misconceptions related to criminal justice and prison reform 
• Tell, or show, legislators what is happening in Missouri 
• Share the impact of UMW’s work 
• Soften opinions (or reinforce them)  

Make Specific Requests: 
• Address specific bills that UMW has identified as key bills to discuss with legislator(s) 
• Clearly communicate what you would like to see change or occur 

Survey the Legislator: 
• Directly ask legislator(s) their views on the bill 
• Ask their opinions on the issue (and how he/she plans to vote)

  

An advocate is a person who speaks, argues, bargains, and negotiates on behalf of  a person.             

An advocate is  a partisan who acts on behalf and serves the interest of another.   

An advocate is often a supporter, advisor, champion,  & representative of people who are vulnerable, 

  at-risk, or disadvantaged in dealing with the court, the police, social agencies, the  

  schools & other organizations. 

 

1. We come together on zoom to go over the bills that you are to review when you leave today & 
again before you plan to speak with your legislator or staff. 

 
2. Plan who you will contact and how you will make the ask; share your stories/statistics and 

thank them for their time. 
 

 3.   Plan how you will follow up a few days later with the elected officials’ offices. 
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1.  Bill information 
        (Study your Training Booklet and any handouts).  
 

2.  Stories from yourself or your community  
       ~ your lived experience or based on your expertise. 
 

3.  Statistics ~  How many people would be impacted by this bill?     
How many lives are at risk?  Have cases of particular health concerns gone up in other states 
when such bills are passed?  How many farmers will be helped? 
 
 

 

We SUPPORT  

` SB 717:  To establish tax credits for urban farms located in food deserts   

 SB 824:  To create community solar energy pilot program  

         HB 2533: To prohibit out-of-school suspension of any student 

      Preschool - 3rd grade 

We OPPOSE  

         HB 1684 & SB 969: To charge ratepayers for nuclear plants before they  

                   are operational; to charge us for work-in-progress (CWIP). 
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SENATE BILL 717 

Current Bill Summary:   SB 717 - This act authorizes a tax credit in an 
amount equal to fifty percent of a taxpayer's expenses incurred in the 
construction or development of establishing or improving an urban farm in 
an urban area, as such terms are defined in the act. 

The tax credit shall not exceed $5,000 for any single urban farm and shall 
not be transferable or refundable, but may be carried forward for three 
years. The total amount of tax credits authorized under this act shall not 
exceed $100,000 in any calendar year. 

This act shall sunset after six years unless reauthorized by the General 
Assembly. (Section 135.1610).  Sponsor:  Barbara Washington 

HOT TOPIC: CLIMATE JUSTICE ISSUE FOR DISCUSSION & DECISION                              
Should we support tax credit for urban farms located in a food deserts? 

YES because…  
 We need farmers growing food in a 

responsible way and close to home - cuts 
down on climate change impacts of our 
food production. Environmentally 
responsible farmers are helping capture 
carbon in the soil, keeping it from going 
into the atmosphere (which would 
contribute to climate change) 

 Urban food deserts are defined by the 
USDA as low-income census tracts where 
at least 500 people or 33% of the 
population is located at least a quarter mile 
away from a full-service grocery store. In 
short, this tax credit would assist urban 
farms in bringing fresh, healthier food to 
places where Missourians cannot 
otherwise access them. 

 Most urban agriculture is done on a small 
scale, allowing the farmers to be 
considerate of the land, water, and air of 
their farm and surrounding community. 
They farm with care for the health and 
environment of their neighborhood - for the 
betterment of those living there now and 
those to come.  
 
 
 
 

NO because… 
 

 

Theological premise:  All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the ways in which 
we use and abuse it.  Water, air, soil, minerals, energy resources, plants, animal life, and space 
are to be valued and conserved because they are God’s creation and not solely because they 
are useful to human beings. God has granted us stewardship of creation.  We should meet 
these stewardship duties through acts of loving care and respect." SOURCE:  “Social 
Principles: The Natural World” in The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 
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SENATE BILL 824 

Current Summary:   Creates a solar energy pilot program. This act establishes a community solar 
pilot program. Each retail electric provider, as defined in the act, shall implement a 3-year community 
solar pilot program to run during calendar years 2023-2025. Each retail electric supplier shall continue 
operating its pilot program until the total solar electricity demand from subscribers equals 2% of the 
retail electric supplier's electricity sales for the previous year. 
 
A community solar facility may be built, owned, or operated by a third party entity under contract with 
an owner or operator of a community solar facility or a subscriber administrator, which is an entity that 
recruits and enrolls subscribers, administers participation in community solar facilities, and manages 
the subscription relationship between subscribers and a retail electric supplier. A retail electric 
supplier may own or operate a community solar facility and can act as a subscriber administrator as 
part of its own community solar pilot program. 

The Public Service Commission shall not regulate the price paid for a subscription in a community 
solar facility except to establish the value of the bill credit for each retail electric supplier to offset each 
subscriber's retail electric bill for each kilowatt hour subscribed from a community solar facility. 

HOT TOPIC: CLIMATE JUSTICE ISSUE FOR DISCUSSION & DECISION 
Should Missouri create a solar energy pilot program? 

YES because… 
 Solar energy is an important resource we 

should continue to support given the 
resources we predominantly rely on for 
energy in the state are nonrenewable. 
Solar energy helps Missouri be more 
resilient and self-sufficient. 

 Each retail electric supplier will be required 
to implement a three-year community solar 
pilot program. This is an exciting 
opportunity for solar and for residents and 
businesses of Missouri! 

 Community solar is an easy answer for 
customers who want solar energy without 
installing solar panels on their homes or 
businesses. The bill also ensures that 
everyday Missourians would benefit from 
solar. This bill requires at each community 
solar facility at least 10 % of the 
subscribers be low-income customers and  

     20% be residential customers 
  

NO because… 
  

Theological premise:  A transition to energy efficiency and renewable energy sources will 
combat global warming, protect human health, create new jobs, and ensure a secure, 
affordable energy future. (2016 Book of Resolutions, # 1001, “Energy Policy Statement”). 
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HOUSE BILL 1684 / SENATE BILL 969 
Summary:   Allows electrical corporations to charge for services based on 
the costs of certain construction work in progress.  Allows for charging 
ratepayers to cover the cost of nuclear energy plants before the plants 
are operational, e.g  charging to cover the cost of work-in-progress 
(CWIP). 
.   

HOT TOPIC: CLIMATE JUSTICE ISSUE FOR DISCUSSION & DECISION 
Should we allow utilities to charge ratepayers to cover the construction 

cost of nuclear energy plants before they are operational; i.e. allow them 
to charge us for work in progress (CWIP)?  

 

YES because…                                                    NO because… 
 

 The charge for work in progress is needed 
to build more renewable energy.  

 

 Nuclear energy is dirty, dangerous and  
expensive. 

 This would repeal Missouri's ban on 
charging ratepayers for construction work 
in progress (CWIP), forcing ratepayers to 
take the risk of the potential construction of 
a new nuclear reactor that's too risky for 
Wall Street bankers.  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theological premise:  All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the ways in which we 
use and abuse it.  Water, air, soil, minerals, energy resources, plants, animal life, and space are to 
be valued and conserved because they are God’s creation and not solely because they are useful to 
human beings. God has granted us stewardship of creation.  We should meet these stewardship 
duties through acts of loving care and respect." SOURCE:  “Social Principles: The Natural World” in 
The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church.   
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HOUSE BILL 2533 

Summary:  The bill requires school boards to consider reasonable alternative measures to 
suspension, and prohibits the suspension of students for truancy, absences, or prior offenses. 
Schools are prohibited from suspending students in preschool to 3rd grade.    
 
This bill requires school districts and charter schools to document school suspensions beginning July 
1, 2023, and begin reporting this information to the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education annually.   This bill would also require school districts to include on the annual report card 
data related to school discipline including in school and out of school suspensions, removal of pupils 
with disabilities, and expulsions.  Sponsor:  Dottie Bailey (R) 
  

YES because… 
 As early suspensions contribute to on-

going behavioral problems, prohibiting 
early suspensions interrupts the school- 
to-prison pipeline. 

 Removal from school does not address 
underlying causes of negative behavior. 

 Removal from school exacerbates other 
issues, such as interrupted learning and 
social development. 

 This bill requires consideration of ways to 
keep children in school, i.e., restorative 
justice models. 

 It allows for more specific focus on areas 
of disproportionate use of out-of-school 
suspension and other punitive measures 
on children of color and children with 
disabilities. 

 

 
 Avoids placing financial burden on 

families required to take time off 
from work or to drop out of training 
programs to care for the suspended 
child. 

 Deprives children from stressed 
families of food and a safety net. 

NO because… 
 Potential of eliminating suspension 

without having additional supports for 
teachers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theological premise:  Restorative vs. punitive responses to problem behaviors in children, honors 
their individual worth as children of God; which keeps them in school, learning and growing to fulfill 
their potential.  Luke 15: 3-5 Holy Bible (CEB) Jesus shared this parable:  "Suppose someone 
among you had one hundred sheep and lost one of them.  Wouldn't he leave the other ninety-nine in 
the pasture and search for the lost one until he finds it? And when he finds it he is thrilled and places it 
on his shoulder."  In Matthew 19:14 Holy Bible (NIV) “Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, 
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.’”  "We recognize racism 
as sin and affirm the ultimate and temporal worth of all persons.  We rejoice in the gifts that particular 
ethnic histories and cultures bring to our total life.  We commend and encourage the self-awareness 
of all racial and ethnic groups and oppressed people that leads them to demand their just and equal 
rights as members of society."   (Social Principles, ¶ 162 B)  [C]hildren are now recognized to be full 
human beings in their own right, but beings to whom adults and society in general have special 
obligations.  Thus, we support the development of school systems and innovative methods of 
education designed to assist every children toward complete fulfillment as an individual person of 
worth... (Social Principles, ¶ 162 C) 
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Very Brief Introductions, 1 minute: Share your name and town where you live.
Meeting Overview, 2 minutes: Say why you are contacting  her/him and what you will talk about  
  today.  For example: “Thank you, Senator/Representative_____, for taking the time to   
  today. I am here to talk with you about bills I support … 

 Senate Bill 717 for urban agriculture and to increase access to food in food 
deserts.  This bill is sponsored by Senator Barbara Washington 

 Senate Bill 824 creates a community solar energy pilot program 
  Add a sentence or two describing why we support the bills.   For example… 

“In Missouri, of the 106 census tracts in St. Louis City, 54 are classified as food deserts. 
Of the 195 census tracts in Jackson County (where Kansas City, MO is located), 96 are 
classified as food deserts. And of the 62 census tracts in Greene County, 28 are 
classified as food deserts, with 27 of them located in the city of Springfield. .” 

Personal Story, 1 minute: Choose a bill to share a personal story/make a  personal statement about  
  one or more bills.  
The Ask, 2 minutes:  Examples: “Will you, Senator/Representative _____ support SB 717? Will   
          you support SB 824 or HB 2533?  Will you oppose House Bill 1684/Senate Bill 969 that  
  aims to charge ratepayers for the construction of nuclear energy plants before they are  
  operational; i.e., allows them to charge us for work in progress (CWIP). 
Strategic Response 2 minutes: Moving supporters to champions, undecideds to supporters, and  
  opponents to sideline sitters. For example: 

 “Thank you for supporting SB 824 and SB 717. Would you be willing to more actively 
 support this legislation by speaking in support of it on the Senate or House Floor?”  

Closing, 1 minute. Thank Senator/Representative _______ for his/her time. Ask if a staff member  
  would be willing take a picture of people in on the zoom meeting.  
 

 

United Methodist Legislators: 
 
John Black   (Rm 115-A)  Marshfield 
Rusty Black   (Rm 114-B)  Chillicothe 
Dean Dohrman  (Rm 303-A)  LaMonte 
David Evans   (Rm 114-C)  West Plains 
Trish Gunby              (Rm 203-BB)  Ballwin 
Ann Kelley   (Rm 102-BB)  Lamar 
Ashley Bland Manlove (Rm 101-I)  Kansas City 
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Donna Pfautsch  (Rm 404-B)  Harrisonville 
Patricia Pike   (Rm 404-A)  Adrian 
Sheila Solon   (Rm 311)  St. Joseph 
Barbara Ann Washington (Rm 135-AB)  Kansas City 
Sen. Denny Hoskins (Rm 323)  Warrensburg 
Sen. Tony Luetkemeyer (Rm 220)  Parkville 
 

 

 
Conservation and Natural Resources Committee  

(Legislators 21, Reports To: Rules - Legislative Oversight Committee of the House) 
  
Pietzman, Randy  (R,Chairman) 
Mayhew, Don (R, Vice-Chair) 
Brown, Paula (D, Ranking Minority Member) 
Bangert, Gretchen (D) 
Basye, Chuck (R) 
Burton, Michael (D) 
Chipman, Jason (R) 
Cupps, Scott (R) 
Dinkins, Chris (R) 
Grier, Derek (R) 
Haden, Kent (R) 

Haley, Willard (R) 
Knight, Jeff (R) 
Lewis, Patty (R) 
McDaniel, Andrew (R) 
Pollock, Suzie (R) 
Rone, Don (R) 
Sassmann, Bruce (R) 
Taylor, Tim (R) 
Turnbaugh, Annette (D) 
Walsh Moore, Bridget (D) 

 
  Legislative Oversight Committee  

(Members 9) 
  

               Phil Christofanelli, Chairman (R) 
Doug Richey, Vice-Chair (R) 

Wes Rogers, Ranking Minority Member (D) 
Ashley Aune (D) 

Raychel Proudie (D) 

Dottie Bailey (R) 
Chuck Basye (R) 
Mike Haffner (R) 
Hannah Kelly (R) 

 
Commerce, Consumer Protection, Energy & the Environment Committee 

                       (Senators 11) 
 
Senator Mike Cierpiot, Chairman 
Senator Jeanie Riddle, Vice-Chairwoman 
Senator Jason Bean 
Senator Doug Beck  
Senator Eric Burlison  

 
Senator Denny Hoskins  
Senator Karla May   
Senator Angela Mosley  
Senator Bob Onder  
Senator Bill White  

Senator Karla Eslinger 
 

Agriculture, Food Production and Outdoor Resources Committee 
                                                                  (Senators 9) 

 
Senator Mike Bernskoetter, Chairman  

 
Senator Sandy Crawford  
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Senator Denny Hoskins, Vice-Chair 
Senator Jason Bean  
Senator Doug Beck 
Senator Justin Brown 

Senator Cindy O’Laughlin  
Senator Greg Razer  
Senator Barbara Washington 

 
Be prepared.   
Do your homework & know exactly what you want to discuss & what points you want to cover.   

 
Establish a common ground.   
Begin by reinforcing a mutual interest or issue.  Thank him/her for past vote that helped your area or 
refer to a common interest; acquaintance or activity in your area. Take advantage of any commonality 
 
Be concise, specific and clear.   
Stick to the issue at hand and give necessary details. Provide complete information on specific           
actions or issues 
 
Be reasonable.   Do not overstate your case.  Be factual.  Informed opinions far outweigh 
emotional appeals.  Ultimatums or arguments are never effective. Do not make commitments re: 
donations. 
 
Localize the Issue.    Emphasize how a bill affects a legislator’s district. Explain how the bill will 
affect you & other members in his/her district 
 
Don’t change your opinion.   When you speak with a legislator who doesn’t share your views, 
he/she may try to persuade you to change your opinion.  Be careful & maintain your position.  If  
confused, seek clarification & get back with them 

 
Tell a friend.  When you are finished with your discussion, ask a friend/colleague, who shares your 
opinion, to contact the legislator.  It shows support back home. 

If the bill has an upcoming hearing → Ask your elected official to ask the committee members to 
vote in line with our position.   
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If the bill is on its way to the floor → Ask your elected official to vote in alignment with our position.  
If the elected official is already on our side urge him/her to talk to their colleagues on the other side to 
vote the same way. 

 

Introduction of a Bill
Starting December 1st, House members can pre-file; they have through the 60th 
legislative day of the session to file additional bills. 
 
First and Second Readings      

DO 

 Look up your legislators and where 
they stand on the issues 

 Know your meeting role and purpose 
before contacting your legislator or 
his/her staff 

 Always be courteous to staff 
 Introduce yourself 
 Stay positive 
 If your legislator is not available at the 

time for the zoom conference. Make 
arrangement to speak with his/her staff 
via zoom or phone 

 Manage your time effectively by being 
brief, clear and compelling 

 Remember you are the expert of your 
own communities and personal stories 

 Make a direct ask, for example: “Will 
you support SB ##?” 

 If he/she doesn’t share your position, 
ask what else can or needs to be done 
to gain his/her support 

 Thank the legislator(s) or staff for 
speaking with you 

 Ask to take a picture of you on zoom 
screen and share it on social media  

DON’T 

 Please don’t be late for a scheduled 
phone call or zoom meeting with staff or 
legislator 

 Don’t confront, threaten, pressure or 
beg 

 Don’t let the legislator take  the 
conversation off track 

 Don’t be argumentative 
 Don’t make personal attacks against 

legislator(s) 
 Do not misrepresent yourself, the facts, 

or United Methodist Women 
 Don’t expect representatives to be 

experts or specialists on climate justice 
or school-to-prison pipeline issues 

 Don’t make promises that you cannot 
deliver 

 Don’t be offended if a legislator is 
unable to speak with you 

 Don’t forget to connect with your fellow 
UMW members when you return home 

 Don’t forget to tag social media post 
with 
#UMW2022MissouriConferenceLegislativeTrainin
gEvent 
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House clerk reads the number and title of the bill on the house floor. It gets scheduled 
for a second reading and is read in full this time; following the second reading it’s 
assigned to committee by the Speaker of the House. 
 
 
Public Hearing 
A public hearing before the committee to which the bill is assigned is the next step in 
the legislative process. The bill is presented to the committee by its sponsor, and both 
proponents and opponents are generally heard in a single hearing. In the case of 
unusually controversial, complex or lengthy bills, several hearings may be held. 
 
Committee Executive Session 
After a hearing is held, a committee can meet to discuss the bill. These sessions are 
also open to the public to listen to. The committee can vote to recommend that the bill 
pass (only a majority vote of the committee is needed) and it gets reported to the 
house floor. 
 
Perfection of a Bill 
The bill is then debated on the House floor. Some committees provide 
recommendations for the bill and they get presented too. House members can provide 
further comments but finally a vote gets taken on whether to have the bill perfected and 
printed. If approved, the printed bill gets the word ‘Perfected’ put above the bill number. 
 
Third Reading and Final Passage 
The Perfected bill gets read in the chamber a third time. Approval by a majority of the 
elected members (82 in the House) is required for final passage. The bill then goes to 
the Senate who reenact the same process as the House.  If any major changes are 
made, the bill must go back to the House to be approved on the floor.  If passed – 
‘Truly Agreed to and Finally Passed’ – then it gets sent to the governor. 
 
Passed by the Governor 
When the governor receives the bill – which may have some written comments that are 
attached to it – he/she has four options: 

• Sign the bill and pass it into Missouri law 
• Veto the bill 
• Leave the bill unsigned 
• Veto line items (appropriation bills only) 
 

Effective Date of Laws 
Bills take effect at least 90 days after the session – August 28 for regular sessions – 
unless an emergency clause is attached to the bill. 
 
Publication of Laws 
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The Joint Committee on Legislative Research publishes each year’s bills in a book 
entitled Laws of Missouri. 

               

               

 

Date 

Jane Doe (Your Full Name) 
### Your Street Number and Address  
Anywhere, Missouri  Zip Code [Address establishes that you are a constituent.]  
 
The Honorable Joe Lawmaker [Always address elected officials as "The 
Honorable."]  
Missouri State Capitol Building 
201 W. Capitol Avenue                                                                                                        
Jefferson City, MO   65101  
Re: House/Senate Bill #____  
 
Dear [Senator, Representative, State Senator, Assembly (wo)man] Lawmaker:  
 
[Lead with your request, including the specific bill number(s).] I am writing as a 
constituent to encourage you to support House Bill/Senate Bill # ___ (state title of 
bill) in General Assembly House Bill #. ----/Senate Bill #. ----. This important 
legislation would … [State what bill would do and why you are for it.] 
 
I am a member of United Methodist Women (UMW), a national faith-based, 
social justice and mission organization of 800,000+ women.  Although UMW has 
not taken a position on this issue, I want to share with you my thoughts [or your 
experience, observations, concerns etc.] about the importance of this (issue/bill). 
[Tell your story or provide other factual support for why his/her support is 
needed.]  
 
As a concerned citizen, I ask you to support this important piece of legislation, 
which will make such a difference in the lives of constituents you serve.  I also 
would appreciate it if you would let me know of the action that you take on this 
matter. [Ask your legislator to inform you of his/her decision.]  
 
Sincerely, [Keep your letter respectful.]  
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Your Name Printed and Signature [Keep letter to one page.]                                                                                
123-456-7890 [Phone number or email address encourages additional contact]  

February 5, 2022 

Faye Yvonne  Abram 
120 Stoneleigh Towers Drive  
Olivette, MO  63132-3720  
 
Subject: Please co-sponsor THE COUNSELING NOT CRIMINALIZATION IN SCHOOLS    
ACT (S. 2125) 
 
Honorable Josh Hawley 
115 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Office: 202-224-6154 
 
Dear Senator Hawley: 
 
As a member of United Methodist Women and one of your constituents, I believe  
that our faith calls us to protect, support and uplift children and youth. 
 
Far too many young people of color are funneled into the school-to-prison 
pipeline by systems and institutions that wrongly criminalize ordinary 
child/adolescent behaviors. One contributing factor is the everyday presence 
of police in schools.  Matters of regular student discipline that could best 
be handled by supportive school personnel with a knowledge of child 
development are instead being handled by law enforcement. This results in the 
unnecessary criminalization of childhood/adolescent behaviors. Federal 
funding incentivizes this harmful practice. 
 
The Counseling Not Criminalization in Schools Act (H.R.4011/S. 2125) would 
make an important change: prohibiting federal funding for law enforcement in 
schools. Instead, federal funding would support trauma-informed, 
age-appropriate, evidence-based approaches to address difficult student 
behavior and create supportive school climates. These changes would benefit 
all children and especially benefit children of color. 
 
I urge you to show your support for children and youth in our district by becoming a co-
sponsor of The Counseling Not Criminalization in Schools Act (H.R.4011/S. 2125). 
 
Thank you for your service. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Faye Y. Abram  
314-494-1747 or 314-994-0119 
abramfy@slu.edu 

  

Date
Faye Yvonne  Abram 
120 Stoneleigh Towers Drive  
Olivette, MO  63132-3720  
 
To: WEBMAIL@HAWLEY-IQ.SENATE.GOV 
From: abramfy@slu.edu  
  
I am your constituent and a person of faith. I join with United Methodist Women to urge you 
to pass ambitious infrastructure and reconciliation packages that addresses the climate crisis 
and prioritizes environmental justice. 
 
Addressing the climate crisis is not a political issue as a Christian, it is a moral and 
biblical responsibility to care for God’s creation and love our neighbor. The Book of 
Resolutions of The United Methodist Church (2016) notes that the United States must shift 
federal resources (both tax incentives and appropriated dollars) away from fossil fuels and 
toward renewable energy sources such as solar, wind and support expansion of the 
infrastructure needed for cleaner energy vehicles, public transportation and ride-sharing. This 
is why I am writing to you today. 
 
I urge you to enact economy-wide targets and strategies for reaching 70 percent 
renewable energy by 2030 and 100 percent by 2050, based on 2010 levels, and eliminate 
subsidies for polluting fuels. Only energy sources that are renewable, such as wind and 
solar, should be supported. Energy sources that have adverse health, climate, environmental 
and societal impacts such as nuclear and woody biomass, including wood chips and wood 
pellets, and solid waste, must be avoided. 
 
I urge you to enact legislation that modernizes crumbling infrastructure, supports the 
de-carbonization of transportation and expands clean, reliable, affordable and 
accessible public transit. This means investing in and supporting infrastructure that helps 
achieve zero emissions from the surface transport sector by 2050, including funding to 
increase zero emission vehicle charging infrastructure and transforming school buses and 
public transportation vehicles to zero emission fleets by 2030. It also means providing financial 
support to increase energy efficiency and modernize electrical grid and energy storage 
infrastructures. 
 
I urge you to ensure a just transition for impacted workers and communities that does 
not perpetuate economic, racial and gender inequities on historically marginalized and 
disproportionately impacted populations, especially Tribal, Indigenous, Black, people of color, 
women and low-wealth and rural communities.God’s creation is suffering. I urge you to be bold 
and act today. Thank you! 
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Sincerely, 
 
Faye Y. Abram  
314-494-1747 or 314-994-0119 

Our KEYNOTE SPEAKER will bring the message                                               

“Caring for God’s Creation” 

 

 

Prior to her work with United Methodist Women, Liz served as the Director for Young Adult Mission 
Service at Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church, spearheading the redesign of the historic 
US-2 and Mission Intern programs into the Global Mission Fellows program while developing over 
100 global and national partnerships. Liz has also worked with the World Council of Churches’ United 
Nations Liaison Office, focused on human rights, gender justice, migration, indigenous people’s 
rights, and climate displacement. Lee also worked as a Coro Fellow in Public Affairs and a Williams in 
China Fellow at the Chinese University of Hong Kong and the Asian Human Rights Commission. Liz 
has served on boards and executive teams including Global Youth Connect, Ecumenical Women at 
the United Nations, the World Student Christian Federation Trustees in the United States, and Nexus 
Korean American UMC network. Born in Seoul, South Korea, Liz currently lives with her husband and 
daughter in Queens, New York, navigating what it means to Be Just. Be Green. 

Liz is leading United Methodist Women’s Just Energy for All campaign to educate and mobilize 
women of faith to put pressure on companies and governments to move from fossil fuels to clean 
renewable energy. Whether through advancing 100% clean renewable energy policies, engaging with 
utilities, or working with schools, transportation, and bus companies for zero-emission vehicles, Liz 
envisions a just and equitable transition that prioritizes women’s voices from frontline and 
environmental justice communities. 

 

Elizabeth Chun Hye (Liz) Lee is the Climate Justice 
Lead and Executive for Economic and Environmental 
Justice at United Methodist Women. Her primary area of 
work is advancing climate justice with members, church, 
and society, through trainings, program development, 
partnerships, corporate engagement, advocacy, and 
solidarity.  Her approach to climate justice is through 
gender, human rights, and theological analyses. 
 
Grounded in her faith, Liz recognizes that all entities 
whether they are perceived to be living or non-living  are 
sacred. Throughout her work, Liz aims to build justice into 
our relationships, communities, and institutions. She 
believes that central to this mission is the questioning, 
challenging and dismantling of systems of dominance and 
oppression that deny the full dignity of individuals and 
communities. She was recently recognized as one of 10 
Christian Women Shaping the Church in 2020. 
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JUST ENERGY FOR ALL 
Social Action Workshop B Leader  
Janice Schnake Greene is a member of the Asbury 
United Methodist Church in Springfield.  She attended the 
UMC EarthKeepers training in 2019, started a Creation Care 
Team at her church and helped start a recycling and 
composting program to reduce waste.  Janice has taught 
environmental topics for over 30 years with most of that while 
being a Biology Professor at Missouri State University. 

 

   

completed the 2019 Just Energy for All training sponsored by the UMW national office and led 
Climate Justice Focus Groups at the 2018 and 2020 LTE. Marcum demonstrated just energy for all by 
leading a project to install two solar arrays sized to generate 100% of the energy required to operate 
both of her hometown’s water pumping stations, giving all 1,800 Stockton residents access to 
affordable community solar energy.  

 JUST ENERGY FOR ALL  
 Social Action Workshop A Leader  
 Cheryl Y. Marcum, M. Ed., ~ a lifelong United 
Methodist, answered God’s persistent call to more 
intentional creation care ministry, by relocating with her 
husband from their dream home and her dream job in 
Alexandria, Va. to build an energy efficient solar home in 
2006 on the farm where she grew up in southwest 
Missouri. Now their all-electric, passive solar home is rated 
“net zero energy,” powered 100% by their solar system 
which also charges her Chevy Volt. Marcum loves that her 
Volt “runs on sunshine” the first 50 miles after a full electric 
charge 
 
In 2013, Marcum established a Creation Care Ministry at 
Stockton United Methodist Church which remains active 
throughout the community.  In 2016 and 2017, she served 
as Study Leader for the Climate Justice Mission Study at  
Mission u.  In 2017, she was commissioned the first United 
Methodist EarthKeeper in the Missouri Conference.   She  
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INTERRUPTING THE SCHOOL-TO-PRISON 
PIPELINE: Social Action Workshop Leaders  

Carolyn Redmore is a lifelong Methodist whose quiet interest in 
justice issues evolved while participating in the Justice Team at 
Webster United Methodist. That work connected her with 
Metropolitan Congregations United (MCU), an interfaith organization 
committed to changing public policy for the common good.  At 
Carolyn’s first MCU meeting six years ago, she heard the 
impassioned remarks of board president, Rev. Karen Anderson, on 
the disproportionate use in schools of punitive vs. restorative 
disciplinary practices with minority students.  She learned that this is 
too often a path from school to courts to prison. The challenge:  How 
can an elderly white privileged woman take meaningful action?  God 
heard the question.   
Co-hosting a fundraiser for MCU, Carolyn heard LaTrisha Gandy's 
witness of MCU supporting her and her son in a school-to-court 
situation that resulted in charges being dropped. LaTrisha’s 
attempts, however, to follow up with the school were unsuccessful.  
The school?  Webster Groves High where Carolyn’s own children 
had attended. Her network in Webster Groves enabled her to 
facilitate a more positive connection with district school staff.   
Joining MCU's Education Task Force gave Carolyn Redmore other 
opportunities, e.g., participation in productive outreach to St. Louis 
School District staff during the pandemic shut down about a troubling 
response to parents of students not connected with virtual learning.  
Redmore’s experience as a psychologist and retired clinician are 
valued aids as well.  And 
Rev. LaTrisha Gandy is a native of Missouri, a licensed minister 
at Emmanuel Baptist Church and a mother of three. At the early age 
of eleven, her family experienced injustice in the court system with 
the loss of her close uncle. In 2018, the court system tried to take her 
son. During her fight she began to volunteer, speaking out on her 
and her family’s experience with the court system. LaTrisha is 
currently working to educate, engage, and organize leaders around 
breaking the school-to-prison pipeline. 
LaTrisha has been working as an organizer with Metropolitan 
Congregations United (MCU) since March of 2020. LaTrisha shared 
her experience with the justice system at a public meeting held by 
MCU.  As she continued to share her story in the community, she 
became even more inspired by the courage of a young man to share 
his story to advocate for changes to the system.  She began 
organizing parents through the Family Partners Campaign which 
launched in 2018, so that parents and families have a voice in the 
decision-making process of their children. LaTrisha's ultimate goal is 
to build long-term power of court-involved youth, families, and 
communities to use their voices to empower one another to become 
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leaders within the community. 
 
leaders   

Steps to Becoming a Powerful, Persuasive Constituent 
       Did you know that it takes at least seven “touches” to start forming trust 

  and a relationship with your legislator?  Here’s how to get started. 

 Suggested Activities – Please Do As Many Of These As You Can Over A One-Year Period 

 Meet with your legislator in the district (at his/her local office, workplace, or a public place) ~ especially if 
this is your first introduction [such visits are normally scheduled through staff].  Show that you care about 
this issue and public policy and offer to be a constituent contact for that legislator, on other United 
Methodist Women priority issues.   

 Send a thank-you note after your meeting along with any follow-up information that he/she asked about or 
that you think might be of interest. 

 Clip a newspaper article in which the legislator is mentioned, or even just an article that may be of interest 
to him/her, and mail it with a note that you noticed it and wanted to provide a copy. 

 Sign up at the legislator’s website or office to receive newsletters, emails etc. and periodically respond to 
them with questions, thanks, or general interest. 

 Respond to UMW’s Action Alerts by contacting your legislator before committee’s floor votes. 

 Attend a town hall meeting or community activity that the legislator is hosting or at which he/she will have 
a role – check his or her web site to find such listings.  Be sure to make a personal contact while there. 

 [For legislators with capitol and/or district office staff] Get to know the legislator’s staff person.  Being 
friendly and helpful, and recognizing staff’s importance as a gatekeeper and influencer goes a long way 
towards you becoming a key constituent for your legislator. 

 Make a thank-you call or send a note when the legislator takes an action that you like (even if it’s not issue-
related and/or even if you generally disagree with your legislator on certain issues – look for something on 
which you have common ground). 

 Invite your legislator to attend or participate in United Methodist Women events or other program activities. 

 When possible, find ways to make your legislator look good in front of constituents.  If you are involved in 
a community group that needs a speaker, offer the opportunity to your legislator.  Send a letter to the editor 
when he/she has done something you think the public will like.   

 Meet with your legislator at a United Methodist Legislative Training Event or other organized issue-focused 
activities. 

 Send a birthday and/or holiday card to your legislator, with a short personal note of thanks for service to the 
district. 
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 If you are so inclined, do a little volunteer work for your legislator’s re-election campaign or write a check 
to support it.  Some fundraisers are low-dollar and easily accessible for networking. 

1.  Who is the governor of Missouri? __________________________________. 
 

2.  The Missouri _______________is the state legislature of the U.S. state of Missouri.  
A. General Assembly 
B. House of Representatives 
C. Senate 
D. Congress 

 
3.  How many members are there in the Missouri Senate? 

A.  50 
B. 100 
C.  68 
D.  34 

 
4.  How many members are there in the Missouri House of Representatives? 

A.  86 
B. 163 
C. 104 
D. 204 

 
5.   Missouri Senators and Congressmen/women are subject to term limits. Senators are 

 elected to four-year terms and representatives to two-year terms.  What is the maximum 
 number of years a senator or representative may serve in the House or the Senate?  

A.  4 years 
B.  8 years 
C. 12 years 
D. 14 years total for both houses 

6.  The Missouri State Seal has the following Latin phrase: “Salus populi suprema lex esto.” 
 This means “Let the welfare of the people be the supreme law.”   TRUE or FALSE 
 

7.  Approximately, how many bills are filed each year?  
A. More than 1,000 
B. Hundreds 
C. 150 
D. Less than 100 

 
8.  Who is your Senator for your Missouri Senatorial district? _______________________ 

 
9.   Who is your Representative for your Missouri House district? _____________________ 
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10.  Who is your U. S. Congressman/woman? 

 

 
 
 

 

 

The “Just Energy for All” Workshop A, led by Cheryl 
Marcum, will focus on climate justice and UMW’s 
commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  
Learn how you can be stewards of God’s creation here 
in Missouri and how to work with companies and 
governments for clean, renewable energy through a 
just and equitable transition.     
 
 The “Just Energy for All” Workshop B, led by 
Janice Green, will focus on climate justice and UMW’s 
commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  
Learn how you can be stewards of God’s creation here 
in Missouri and how to work with companies and 
governments for clean, renewable energy through a 
just and equitable transition.  

  
  
  

 

Interrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline.  
In the U.S., the school-to-prison pipeline is the 
disproportionate tendency of minors and young adults 
from disadvantaged backgrounds to become 
incarcerated, because of increasingly harsh school and 
municipal policies.  In this workshop, Workshop C, led 
by Carolyn Redmore and Rev. LaTrisha Gandy, local 
and state policies and program that may help to break 
the pipeline are presented.  You will learn how you can 
take action to support legislation that would eliminate 
the suspension of pre-k to 3rd grade students and 
require representation for juvenile defendants. 

ANSWERS:   1) Michael Parson; 2)  A. General Assembly; 3) D. 34 members; 4) B. 163 members; 5) B. 8 years; 6) 

True; 7)  A. More than 1,000;  and 8, 9, & 10) Answers will vary. 
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