
Southwest Signal 
May  2021                                    The Southwest District of Missouri United Methodist Women 

  

Upcoming Events:            

June 1 Nominations for Woman in Mission are Due    See form on Page 13 

June 11-13, 2021 UMC Annual Conference   Springfield 

July 1   Mission U Registration Deadline  Forms on pages 9 & 10  

July 16-17  Mission U   1st UMC Celebration Center, Sedalia, Page 5 

July 26-27   Mini-Mission U    1st UMC, Sedalia,  Page  6  

August 6-7  Mission Team & Program Committee Meetings   TBD 

September 24-25 Missouri Conference UMW Annual Mtg Byers Ave UMC, Joplin 

October 23  SW District UMW Fall Meeting  Nevada 

March 1-2, 2022 Legislative Training Event   Jefferson City 

May 20-22  UMW Quadrennial Assembly  Orlando, Fl 

 
 “Try to be a rainbow in someone’s cloud”  Maya Angelou 

 
OFFICER REPORTS: 

Our Purpose:  The organized unit of United 

Methodist Women shall be a community of 

women whose purpose is to know God and to 

experience freedom as whole persons through 

Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 

through participation in the global ministries 

of the church. 
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From your co-presidents ---- 

    Greetings United Methodist Women of the SW District 

 

Our year is off and running.  The Lord continues to bless and use us to keep His mission 

going on this earth.  We were able to be together in person on April 24, 2021 at Byers 

Avenue UMC for our Spring meeting.  We had a very informative talk given by Stephanie 

T. from Children’s Haven.  An ingathering was also collected for this agency. 

 

Included in this issue you will find a calendar of events for our SW District and the MO 

Conference UMW.  PLEASE put these dates on your calendar.  Much information is 

included on our conference Mission u which will be held this year at Sedalia--check this 

out. The district Woman in Mission form is here, the finished nomination needs to be sent to 

Edith Triplett as we currently do not have a Membership Nurture Outreach officer.  This 

nomination form with your candidate’s information needs to be to Edith by June 1, please. 

 

Biggest News--our conference UMW Annual Meeting for MO Conference UMW will be 

held at Byers Avenue UMC on September 24 and 25.  This is being planned as an in-person 

meeting.  SW districts will be hosts along with Ozarks and Mid State districts. Please make 

plans to attend. 

 

NOTE TO DISTRICT OFFICERS--if you cannot attend our Spring or Fall meetings, please 

let one of the co-presidents  know.  These meetings are part of our officer duties. As well as 

the mission team meetings that happen two or three times a year. It would be appreciated. 

Working together helps strengthen our district. 

 

TO EVERYONE--we do appreciate how our units with second mile giving keep our 

mission goals in active participation.  The Legacy Fund continues as an endowment, please 

continue to support this avenue of giving. 

 

The MO Conference Church will bring a resolution before the body at Church Annual 

Conference in June concerning reducing church districts. 

 

The full report is available at www.momethodist.org/redistricting 

 

May God continue to bless all of us, our country and our United Methodist 

Women.  

 

Peace, Edith Triplett and Paula Ackerson    SW DISCTRICT co-presidents 

 

P.S.-- the district needs officers.  Needed Membership Nurture Outreach,  

http://www.momethodist.org/redistricting
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    ribbon coordinator and two members for the committee on nominations.  

Keep Faye McKee former dist. president in your prayers. 
 
Edith Triplett, triplettedith@gmail.com  
Paula Ackerson, paula64801@yahoo.com   
     _____ 
 
Southwest District Vice President:  Bernita Taylor 
 

Our Spring meeting at Byers Avenue in Joplin was very nice even though we were small in 

numbers.  Stephanie Theis from Children's Haven was our speaker for the day.  Children's 

Haven provides temporary or emergency shelter for children birth through 17. 

 

Please mark your calendars for the upcoming Fall Meeting in Nevada on 10/23. 
  
Bernita Taylor, taylorfrank@mchsi.com 
     _____ 
 
SW District Treasurer, Sharon Tourtillott : 
 

Greetings from your new Southwest District Treasurer.  I am looking forward to serving in 

this position for the next two years.  2020 was a difficult time for all units but with a new 

year more units are again meeting face to face.  The missions of the United Methodist 

Women have continued through this past year.  Your Mission Giving, Call to Prayer and 

supplemental giving help support organizations helping women and children here in the 

United States and around the world.  The Southwest District sent over $1900 to the 

Missouri Conference for the first quarter.  Unit treasurers you may send your contributions 

to: Sharon Tourtillott; contact her at tourtillott@klmtel.net for her mailing address. 
     _____ 
 
Social Action Coordinator, Jane Baker: 
 
 A Social Action book located in the district library is One Well: The Story of Water on Earth by 
Rochelle Strauss and illustrated by Rosemary Woods. It is a 2018 Reading List choice, so I 
know several of you may have already read it. 
The 32-page book is full of facts and calls for action.  The author says, “The amount of water 
on Earth doesn’t change---there’s no more water now than when the dinosaurs walked the 
Earth.”   Water recycles through evaporation; it doesn’t leave, it just takes different forms. 
Her book continues by making the case that we MUST be aware of pollution and water usage.  
No new water is being made, and polluted water stays a long, long time.  “The Earth’s One 
Well is in trouble.  There is simply not enough clean water to go around.” 
 
As United Methodist Women and citizens of the planet, we are concerned that climate change 
could have drastic effects for all. 
 

mailto:triplettedith@gmail.com
mailto:paula64801@yahoo.com
mailto:taylorfrank@mchsi.com
mailto:tourtillott@klmtel.net


 May 2021     Southwest Signal     Page 4 

As one Southwest UMW reader noted,” While others are talking about going ‘Green,’ I’m 
concerned about ‘Staying Wet,’ so this is a favorite book for me.”        Check it out! 
  
Jane Baker, bjbaker513@hotmail.com 
    _____ 
 
Southwest District Education and Interpretation Coordinator:  Joan Longworth 
 
Hello Everyone, 
I am Joan Longworth from Butler, Mo and I am your new officer for Education and 
Interpretation. 
I want to emphasize the value of reading of Response Magazine, and for each of you to have 
a Response moment at each of your meetings. This will fulfill one of the Mission Today goals. 
 
The information on Mission U and registration forms are in this Southwest Signal newsletter.  
Please review it and I hope to see you all in Sedalia, Mo on July 16 and 17, 2021.  The study, 
Peace in an Anxious World, is important and meaningful for all of us. 
 
Your unit will receive a packet from our Spring Meeting with information on Mission Today 
Goals.  If I can help in any way, please call me at (660) 679-5378.   
 
Blessings, 
 
Joan Longworth 
    _____ 
 
OTHER NEWS: 
 
Kitty Scarborough reports from Nevada:  
  
The Nevada Unit was unable to have our Fall Bazaar in 2020, but have had two Sidewalk 
Bake Sales. In May we will host our Spring Basement Sale.  The Proceeds will go toward our 
Mission Projects. 
 
 
From The UMW Mission Voice:   
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Mini-Mission u  

When:  July 16-17, 2021 

Where:  First United Methodist Church - Celebration Center  

      Sedalia, MO 

We have known and felt what it is like when things are falling apart on us. We have 
experienced a great unraveling that has shifted, quite literally, everything.  We are taking a 
big step in bringing a Mini-Mission u to our sisters and our children and youth this summer.  
We have faith that we can do it.  In a time when it looks like things are falling apart on us, 
God’s grace is still unfolding and life is being made new.  Registration forms for Mission U 
can be found on Pages 9 & 10.  Will you join us? 
 
At our upcoming Mission u, we will focus on one Spiritual Growth adult study and offer 
sessions for children and youth.  We are not on the University campus, but be in a new 
welcoming location at the First United Methodist Church – Celebration Center.  Take a 
look at some of the exciting rooms in this edition that await you at this location! 

Our 2021 Mini-Mission u will offer the following studies: 

Adult Spiritual Growth:   Peace in an Anxious World 

the 2021 Spiritual Growth Study by staff of the Urban Village Church, 
uses the book of Proverbs and “The Serenity Prayer” as a guide to help 
Christians find their way through anxiety, worry, and fear and move 
towards God’s peace that surpasses all understanding. Using “The 
Serenity Prayer” as a scaffold, Finding Peace in an Anxious World 
explores ways to discover peace through scriptural and spiritual 
disciplines so that we can be rooted in God and energized to live fully 
as disciples of Christ. 

 

 

Mission u 2021 

So we’re not giving up. How could we! Even though on the outside it often looks 
like things are falling apart on us, on the inside, where God is making new life, 
not a day goes by without [God’s] unfolding grace. […] There’s far more here 
than meets the eye. The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But 
the things we can’t see now will last forever. 
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Children and Youth Studies:  Becoming a Peacemaker 

 

2021 Youth Mission Study 

This mission study is written for those interested in working alongside 
youth on issues of violence. Throughout this study, the goal is to take 
time to have deeper conversations about how we define violence, what 
the root causes of violence are, and ultimately, how God is calling us to 
respond. At the same time, the study seeks to guide young people to 
develop their capacity as peacemakers as an expression of their faith. 

 

2021 Youth Study  

Your K-6th grade child/grandchild will learn about becoming a 
Peacemaker through Bible stories from the old and new testaments.  
Sibling rivalry such as what Joseph and his brothers experienced. 
Learning how to be a friend through the story of the paralyzed man and 
his friends who helped him get to Jesus. They will learn to be a good 
neighbor through the telling of the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  We 
will also discuss how to handle anger within ourselves when we learn 
about Jesus and the moneychangers in the temple.  There will be crafts, 
singing, and games to make this time of Becoming a Peacemaker fun 

and exciting. 
 

Please make your own lodging arrangements, possible 
nearby hotel options are listed on the next page. 

 

 

 

“A woman in harmony with her spirit is like a river 

flowing.  She goes where she will without pretense and 

arrives at her destination prepared to be herself and 

only herself.” 

Maya Angelou  
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Lodging:  Each participant is responsible for 
making their own Hotel Reservations:  Below is a 
list of possible choices.  When making your 
reservations identify your group as United 

Methodist Women.  Reservation prices are good until one 
month prior to the event, rooms may still be available but not at 
the quoted prices. 
 

Hotel Information 
Best Western  
Phone: 660-826-6100 
Church Rate Request: $93.89 plus tax 
Location:  3120 S Limit Ave, Sedalia, MO 65301-6862 
No lower-level rooms available and no elevator, but the closest 
hotel to the church. 
 
Comfort Inn  
Phone: 660-829-5050 
Church Rate Request:  $86.50 plus tax 
(reservation must be completed by June 16, 2021 
Location:  3600 W Broadway, Sedalia, MO  65301-6862 
  
Hampton Inn 
Phone:  660-951-1163 
Church Rate Request:  $97.90 plus tax  
Use this confirmation code (94312668) 
Reservation must be completed by June 16, 2021 
Location:  3909 W 9th Street, Sedalia, MO 65301-6862 
 
Holiday Inn Express 
Phone:  660-826-4000 
Church Rate Request:  $108.00 
Reservation must be completed by June 16, 2021 
Location:  4001 W Broadway Blvd, Sedalia, MO 65301-2491 
 

Reservations for lodging are to be made by you directly with the 
hotel 
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To subscribe to the Mission Voice for 2021, fill out the form at 
http://tinyurl.com/2021MissionVoice. There is no charge for an electronic subscription sent via 
email. The cost for a paper newsletter subscription sent by postal mail is $5.00 per person. 
For postal subscriptions, you may send your name and mailing address with cash or checks 
payable to MO Conference UMW to Kelly G. Loeb (email her at kellygloeb@gmail.com for her 
mailing address). If you received the Mission Voice by email in 2020, you do not need to 
renew your subscription unless your email or other contact information has changed.  
     _____ 
 
Communications Dori Helms: 

If you have suggestions, corrections or recommendations for me, please e-mail them, with a 

subject line of SW Signal, to doriah@joplin.com. 

Dori 
 
 

 
 
  

mailto:kellygloeb@gmail.com
mailto:doriah@joplin.com
https://st2.depositphotos.com/1498528/7024/v/950/depositphotos_70240213-stock-illustration-hand-drawn-faith-hope-peace.jpg
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Contact Registrar Marilyn Henegar at rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net for her 

mailing address. 

mailto:rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net
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2021 UMW DISTRICT WOMEN in MISSION of the YEAR NOMINATION FORM 
 
Date:________________________               District____________________________ 
 
District MN&O Coordinator:________________________________________________ 
 
NOMINEE INFORMATION: 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number (including area code):________________________________________ 
Local Unit/Church:_______________________________________________________ 
 
CRITERIA FOR NOMINATION: 
__ Recruiting new members   __ The Campaign for Children 
__ Organizing new circles/subgroup  __ Creative Programming 
__ Leadership Development   __ Reading Program 
__ Social Justice Ministries  
__ Interpretation and use of Women’s Division Resources 
 
Membership includes all that we do as women Organized for Mission.  Each of the areas 
above are membership concerns, which encompass the whole PURPOSE of United 
Methodist Women, but there are many other ways to serve in your local unit and beyond.  
 On the back of this sheet, in 150 words or less, indicate why your unit’s nominee 
should be considered for the District Woman in Mission of the Year. 
 
NOMINATOR INFORMATION: 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number (including area code):________________________________________ 
 
Nomination forms need to be submitted to 
 
Edith Triplett (contact her for her mailing address) 
 
PLEASE SUBMIT BEFORE JUNE 1st, 2021! 
 

 

 


