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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I was at the mini-Mission U held in Sedalia July 16-17 with 

over a 100 women, men and children.  It was a very uplifting 

and insightful but short two days.  The theme was Finding 

Peace in an Anxious World.  It seemed to be an appropriate 

topic considering everything that is going on around us.  

There are so many things that could cause us anxiety both 

external and internal.  I found ways to not let the internal 

anxieties get to me and hand them over to God. The 

external anxieties of those that we can’t control we need to 

just let God handle those in his own time.  

 

Sometimes it seems that I want to do things in my own time and not to wait.  I know God is in control 

of everything but sometimes it is easier to do it myself to make sure it gets done. Those are the times 

when God will make me realize I am not doing what he wants or in his time. 

I hope we will all slow down in our busy everyday lives and enjoy some Peace in an Anxious 

World. 

I hope to see everyone on Saturday, October 16th for our Fall Meeting at Savannah United 

Methodist Church. 

Jennifer Harman 

NW District UMW President  
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 

FALL DISTRICT MEETING 

MARK YOU CALENDAR – SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16 – SAVANNAH UMC 

• Registration at 9 a.m.  Meeting starts at 9:30 a.m.   

• Ladies from Savannah will serve a Chili/Potato Bar for lunch.   

• Theme: “Knitted Together and Reaching Out.”   

•  NWMSU Wesley Center will provide the program.  .  

• Business meeting will include election of officers for 2022 and new District lines that will be 

effective for UMW effective January 2023. 

• Registration is due October 8. Cost for attending  $10.  Registration form is found near the 

end of this newsletter 

 

LOCAL UNIT OFFICER LISTS FOR 2022 

 

Please turn in your unit’s list of officers for the year 2022 to Dawn Sterling, NW District Treasurer, 

by October 31, 2021.  A form that can be used is on the last page of this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

2020 DISTRICT WOMAN IN MISSION 
 

District Woman in Mission for the year 2020 is Dolores Swenson from Liberty.  She has been a UMW 
member for 60 years, 32 of those in Missouri.  She has been a District E&I officer 4 years and is 
currently doing Program Resources for the Liberty UMW unit. 
CONGRATULATIONS, Dolores. 
 

2021 DISTRICT WOMN IN MISSION 
 
District Woman in Mission for the year 2021 is Linda Gail Smith.  She has been treasurer for the 
northwest district the last several years.  She has been with Excelsior Springs United Methodist 
Church her entire life.  She has served as her unit's treasurer, was the Heartland North District 
Coordinator for education and interpretation for two years, and then became District treasurer for 
four years.  She faithfully attends all district and conference UMW events.  Linda Gail then shares 
what she has learned with her fellow UMW members both inside and outside of unit meetings. Even 
though Excelsior springs closed their unit, her faith in UMW led her to join and share with the Liberty 
UMW unit and become a member of one of their circles. Linda Gail also promotes all programs of 
UMW as well as their events and her work is vast but goes mostly unnoticed in the background of 
our organization. She has served far beyond her tenure as a district officer is entitled to so that 
Northwest District can survive!  Linda Gail Smith makes an outstanding 2021 woman of the year in 
mission.  CONGRATULATIONS, Linda Gail.   
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

Dear Sisters in Christ Jesus 

We’ve reached the halfway point of the year 2021. We had high hopes that the Pandemic would be 
ancient history by now.  God is still present in our midst and we wait.  “Be still and know that I am 
God.”  I pray that this time has been a period of Spiritual Growth in your lives. 

As we move forward, we may have to adjust to a new normal.  Just remember, GOD NEVER 
CHANGES.  We all pray that we can meet together again this October, for fellowship, education, 
and mission.  Since it has been so long since we have met together, we have some “catching up” to 
do.  Please send me your list of members that have died since last we met. 

Our member, Katheryn Davis, has died. She was a retired deaconess who moved to Cameron to be 
near family. Katheryn’s legacy lives on.  She instructed her family to continue to pay her pledge to 
UMW when she became unable to handle her own financial matters.  Katheryn, along with Dorotha 
Heldenbrand, Melba Brown, Reva Ward, Linda Ensign, and perhaps one or two others, kept UMW 
alive even when others abandoned it as a lost cause. Thank God for these women. Melba and 
Dorotha have both since died and Reva is in a nursing home in Iowa. 

Health problems have come my way and I may not be able to continue to be your Spiritual Health 
Coordinator after this year. I do hope you will get the opportunity to have a District Spiritual Growth 
retreat next year.  Retreats have been the highlights of my 50 years in UMW. 

*Mission u was also a major highlight during my years in UMW. Thank God for technology.  I’ve got 
to see photos by way of the internet.  And I’ve already got the study book on my Kindle.  

God be with you till we meet again.      Mary Ellen Jensen, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

309 W Prospect, Cameron, Mo. 64429      816-632-2120  or 816-209-2092 (cell phone with 
texting)1943maryellen@gamil.com 

DISTRICT LIBRARIAN 

Dear UMW Sisters in Christ 

 

My sincere hope and prayer is that all of you are well and dealing with this “virus situation” in a 

positive way.  I have missed seeing you all since our District Meetings have been canceled over the 

past year.  Several local units have qualified and will receive reading certificates at our Fall District 

meeting.  That number decreased this year.  If your unit obtained books somewhere else, please 

notify me so you can receive a certificate.  Because of the re-districting merge we will be getting rid 

of some of the books in our library at our fall district meeting.  You are welcome to come take a look 

to see what is available.  Hope to see all of you soon. 

 

Dixie Wilhoit    District Librarian   12953 NW Hwy K  Stewartsville, Mo.  64490 

mailto:1943maryellen@gamil.com
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A NOTE FROM THE CHAIR OF NOMINATIONS 
 

As you may have heard, there are some changes coming for United Methodist Women on the District 
level.  Due to the restructuring of the districts in the Missouri Conference of the church and United 
Methodist Women coming next year, it has been decided to ask the current officers of the Northwest 
District UMW to retain their positions for the coming year.  As the new districts are configured, there 
are sure to be many changes. It seemed best to have those people, who already know their positions, 
hold them during this transition.  If you have questions or concerns about this, contact either me or 
Jennifer. 
 
If you know of anyone, who could take on the Corsage for Missions, please let me know.  
Please stay safe and do all you can to encourage others to take measures that will ensure we can 
get back together soon.  
 
Alberta Campbell     3425 Chippewa Dr    Kansas City, Mo 64116 816-453-6896         
Campbell.alberta@gmail.com 
 

 

 

Facebook and Social Media by Verlee Gilkerson 

PLANNING YOUR YEAR!!! 

As your social media Chairperson, I try my best to keep you up on what is happening!   It’s that time 

again when we start planning our calendars for the coming year. I know I am receiving my new 

calendars in the mail! The UMW PROGRAM BOOK starts in September.  

One of the ways to stay up on the latest happenings is to search our Facebook pages. There are 

many ways to use them and since we have not been able to meet in public, I have posted as we get 

information and changes in plans/program.  You are welcome to post your events and activities as 

well anything your unit may have done that you want to share with others.  It is a good way to stay 

connected in United Methodist Women. 

There look to be a lot of changes for our district in the coming year as the Church Conference makes 

plans to change district lines again in 2022.  This will affect us in 2023! We will be going to five 

districts and most of our area will be combining into north central area. I do not have the new name 

for the district yet.  However, it will be including St. Joseph and Kansas City areas. 

 Read the entire report: http://www.moumethodist.org/redistricting 

To stay up to date on information watch our Facebook page: Northwest District UMW MO 

Conference. I will post information as I receive it. Another good source of information is found under 

MO Conference United Methodist Women on Facebook. If you are a user, please make sure to 

join these groups to keep up with our UMW news.  I will be posting more on these things as I get the 

latest.  Also note there is a Files tab on FB that lets you download documents and forms that we 

mailto:Campbell.alberta@gmail.com
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post there. These can aid you in your program.  Remember all our leaders are available to give a 

program for your unit and we just finished with our 2021 Mission u!  Also, as your Conference Legacy 

Liaison I can give you the latest program on Legacy Next, the next step of going into the future of 

Legacy. 

From your sister in UMW, Verlee Gilkerson  

Social Media Representative for Northwest District  

vgilkerson@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Greetings from District Treasurer, Linda Gail Smith, 

NOMINEE NEEDED - I am working another year as your treasurer.  Due to covid there was no 

way to meet and we did not get anyone to volunteer to serve as treasurer.  So, at the fall meeting 

we need to have a nomination for a treasurer for 2022.  It will be a one-year term since the UMW 

districts are changing 2023.  We will have more information on this at the fall meeting.  Treasurer 

could serve longer in the new district depending on their need for a treasurer. I enjoy working for 

UMW and once you know the process it is easy but it does take time to do the entries and 

complete information.  You would need to have access to the internet plus the district provides a 

computer.  Please talk with me or Nominations Chair, Alberta if you are interested or if you would 

like to recommend someone.   

FINANCIAL REPORT - This year, we have sent in $3,153.22.  I will have details at the fall meeting. 

We have another $190.00 to submit at the end of the month. This year expenses were for a 

finance meeting with officers signing for bank account, a mission team meeting, and Mission u. 

Due to lower giving we only have a $2,000 budget from the $4,000. This will work since we have 

fewer officers attending events and we have only the fall meeting. Current expenses to date are 

$381.29. 

RIBBON CORSAGE FOR MISSIONS - As treasurer, I receive the money so I am bringing the 

ribbons and will hang on to the ribbons until we have our fall meeting. If you want to serve as our 

Ribbon Chairperson and sell ribbons it will take nominating from floor or you can contact 

Nominations Chair, Alberta Campbell. 

For the Fall District Meeting I will have the box of ribbons and we will ask someone (like you) 

attending the meeting if they would like to volunteer to sell ribbon corsages for us, along with 

assisting the District Officer that is attending our Fall Meeting.  

We miss our past Ribbon Corsage Chairperson, Donella Jobst, as she served our Districts 

faithfully for many years!! 

Continue to send your pledge in when you can. If you have questions or needs call me. 

Linda Gail Smith     816-804-8031     PO Box 24 Excelsior Springs, Mo 64024  

email treasurer at monorthwestumw@gmail.com 
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Northwest FALL District Meeting Registration Form 

 Program: Knitted Together and Reaching Out 

October 16, 2021 

 

Savannah UMC, 103 N. 4th St., Savannah, MO                                                                

Registration and Fellowship 9am Meeting starting at 9:30am     

                                                              

PROGRAM: Campus Ministries for our UMC College Students 

Speaker from Wesley Campus Ministries Northwest University 

 

Very Important Business Meeting:  New District Lines in 2022 and Election of Officers 

 

Lunch will be prepared and served by our Savannah UMW. All diet needs will be met 

Baked Potato and Salad Bar with you adding all ingredients 

 

======================================================================== 
Northwest Fall District Meeting Registration Form 

Mailed Registration Due by 10/08/2021.    Meeting cost $10.00 per person 

Make Checks payable to:   Northwest District UMW                                                                                    

Mail checks & registration to:   Linda Gail Smith, Dist. Treas. 

      P.O. Box 24, Excelsior Springs, MO 64024 

      816-804-8031   monorthwestumw@gmail.com 
 

Each person must fill out a separate registration form. You may send them together as a 

unit or individually! 
                        

Name                 

Church              

Unit Office (if held)            

Your Best Phone Number           

Email               

No charge for Youth attending! 

Number of Children ________ and ages __________ so we can have a Safe Sanctuary 

person available. (Provide a sack lunch if food restrictions are necessary for the health of 

your child)      



 
 

7 | P a g e  

    LOCAL UNIT OFFICERS LISTING FOR 2022 

Due to the Northwest District Secretary by October 31, 2021 

Unit Reporting            

Contact Person:       Phone     

Church email address:           

Designate who this email belongs to: Church Office, Secretary, or Minister. 

 

President 

       

Name:         Address:       

City:  ___________________________ State:  _____________________________    

Phone:  _________________________  E-Mail:  ___________________________ 

Vice President 

 

Name:         Address:       

City:  ___________________________ State:  _____________________________    

Phone:  _________________________  E-Mail:  ___________________________ 

Treasurer 

 

Name:         Address:       

City:  ___________________________ State:  _____________________________    

Phone:  _________________________  E-Mail:  ___________________________ 

Secretary 

 

Name:         Address:       

City:  ___________________________ State:  _____________________________    

Phone:  _________________________  E-Mail:  ___________________________ 
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Program Resources 

 

Name:         Address:       

City:  ___________________________ State:  _____________________________    

Phone:  _________________________  E-Mail:  ___________________________ 

  

Nominations Chair 

 

Name:         Address:       

City:  ___________________________ State:  _____________________________    

Phone:  _________________________  E-Mail:  ___________________________ 

 

Circles 

Name of Circle ___________________Chairperson ________________________  

Address: ________________________City: __________________ State: _______ 

Phone: _________________________E-mail:  _____________________________ 

E-mail              

Name of Circle ___________________Chairperson ________________________  

Address: ________________________City: __________________ State: _______ 

Phone: _________________________E-mail:  _____________________________ 

E-mail              

It is very important we have the correct email addresses of those in your unit as most of our 

correspondence is now done via internet! 

Send a completed copy of this form by October 31,2021 

Dawn Starling, Secretary    

301 W Benton Lot 2   Savanah MO 64485 

Phone:  816-689-9287     Email:  DawnStarling74@gmail.com     


