
 

Hello everyone.  The new year has started and is moving right along.  

Let me introduce myself.  I was raised on a farm north of Republic.  I attended Republic schools, and 

Drury.   My mother was instrumental in my attending church and involvement in the church activities. 

My Mother is Ruth Hodge, who many of you will remember as she was very active in UMW and the 
one who made sure I was involved in UMW.   I taught elementary students in Springfield until I     

retired to be able to help my mother.  I still attend Hood UMC where I grew up along with my        
husband of 56 years (child bride don’t you know Ha!) 

I am excited about this year for UMW.  I hope after celebrating 150 years of UMW last year you  will 

feel refreshed and ready to do many things to forward the spreading of God’s word and sharing with 
others his precious love. 

Our training meeting was held on Saturday, January 18 as January 11
th
 was a little snowy and cold.  

I appreciate all the ladies who got out and traveled to Springfield to come to training.  Everyone was 
great to work with during the day. 

There are many activities throughout the year that I hope you will consider joining us.  The first is 

March 14
th
 at Wesley UMC in Springfield.  It is the Spring meeting with a very special speaker, 

Yvette Richards.  You will not want to miss hearing her. 

Please check your unit directory for the calendar of events.  Watch for newsletters and other         
information throughout the year. 

Sue Groves, President 

Ozark Weavings 

March 2020 
President                               Page 1 

Vice President                       Page 2 

Secretary                               Page 2 

Treasurer                               Page 3  

Spiritual Growth                     Page 4 

Membership & Nurture          Page 5 

Education & Interpretation     Page 5 

Historian                                Page 6 

Green team                           Page 6 

Legislative Training Event     Page 7-9 

Quick Guide to Handbook     Page 10 

Spring Meeting Flyer             Page 11 

UMW District Map                  Page 12 

Dates to remember 

March. 10-11  
Legislative Event,  
Jefferson City 
 
*March 14  
Spring Meeting,  
Wesley UMC, Springfield  
 
August 1  
Annual Spiritual Growth 
Retreat, Aldrich UMC  



 

Susye Dodsworth, Vice President 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Here we are already in the second 

month of 2020…………….where does time go?  This is my first year as your Vice President and I 
hope you’ll be patient as I find my way.   

We have some exciting things planned this year and I sincerely hope you will take advantage of eve-

ry opportunity.  Our first opportunity was the officer’s training held in January.  I was not able to at-
tend as I was in Egypt, but I hope you were there.  Our next event will be the Legislative event in 

Jefferson City.  It is promised to be a great meeting and I hope to see you there.  

As a VP, you are responsible to plan two programs from the current Program Book.  If you need help 
with your planning,  

Our first District meeting this year will be on March 14 at Wesley UMC in Springfield, MO.  We are 
looking forward to a wonderful day.  Our keynote speaker will be Yvette Richards.  If you haven’t 
heard her before, you are in for a real treat!  Yvette is the former National President of United             

Methodist Women and she is currently the Director of Communications and Social Media.  Please 
don’t miss this opportunity.  Registration begins at 9:30 am and the meeting will be from 10:00 am to 

2:00 pm. 

We are off to a great start, so everybody get on board and let’s have a great year!! 

This my first year being involved with UMW, outside of circle, I retired a year ago. You have been 
warned the learning curve could be steep. I live in Lebanon for the last 23 years, a transplant from 
San Diego.  I have two children who live in the area, and 5 grand children and a great grand coming 
in August.  My husband of 42 years passed away 18 months ago.   

I am looking forward to serving you all this year  

Linda 

Linda Steinke, Secretary 



 

Connie Daughtrey,  TREASURER 

 

Attached please find two forms:  a blank Budget template and an Auditor's Report Form.  If you were 
present at our Unit Training Meeting, I am sending these as we discussed.  For the remainder of 
you, the blank Budget Form is to be filled out based on your 2019 expenses and sent to me - either 
by snail mail or by email.  If you have already sent yours, thank you.  This is a requirement.  I DO 
NOT need the Auditor's Report, this is just a convenience for the one doing your yearly audit.  Your 
auditor needs to be someone working in a financial institution, perhaps your church treasurer, or 
someone with a financial education. 

 

As I test this email system, I wonder how many of you would be open to receiving your Remittance 
Recap and receipt for payments by email?  Please let me know.  That would be a cost savings to the 
District budget, but if you'd prefer to receive correspondence by snail mail, it is not a problem at all. 

 

I hope you are looking forward to attending our Annual Spring Meeting.  This year we will be meeting 
at Wesley UMC, 922 W Republic Road, Springfield.  We will meet 9:00 am for morning refreshments 
and close at 2:00 pm, lunch will be $5. Our speaker, Yvette Richards will be a treat!  Her                
accomplishments are too many to list here, check out her online info: 

Yvette Richards 

Did you know the entire 2020 Ozarks Directory is available to you online?  You can print your forms 
one at a time. The line Here are several items of key  interest:    

The District Mission Team is on page 3 – call anyone for help! 

On pages 7-12 is a listing by unit of the other ladies in our District.  You can share experiences with 
a close unit. or another treasurer. 

Each unit is responsible for completing the Mission Day Criteria (long form or short, your choice) and 
submit them to Chris Hopkins.  Notice the criteria pertinent to Treasurers,   If your unit hasn't submit-
ted the form for 2019, please do so asap.  See pages 19-25 

Information for Unit Treasurers appears on  pages 36-40 

On pages 41-42 there are many online resources to enhance your program.  Have a question?  It is 
probably covered by one of these online links. 

On June 7, the Sunday of the Annual Church Conference in Springfield, UMW will hold its Walk for 
Mission and we would hope you could attend.  See page 43. 

Pages 45-66 contain the By-Laws, Standing Rules, Financial Policies and Officer Responsibilities of 
Ozarks District.  A reference for your information. 

 



Hello, 
     I would like to introduce myself to you. 
My name is Linda Presley.  I live in Lebanon, MO.  I grew up in “small town” Hurley, MO. I have 
attended the Methodist Church since I was a little girl.  I had some “great mentors” who loved 
and nurtured me in the small Hurley Methodist Church.  I am now a member of the Lebanon 
First United Methodist Church.  It is my honor to serve you as your Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
for the Ozarks District. This is my first time serving in this position, so I welcome all input you 
might have for me. 
     I consider the Holy Bible as God’s G.P.S. (Gods Perfect Steps ) 
for my life.  I always use a G.P.S. when I travel to keep me on track to get to the Earthly place 
to which I am going, so why would I not want to use God’s Holy Word as my G.P.S. for my  
travels through my life while on this Earth?  I wouldn’t! 
     I urge you to check out and read the books in the United Methodist Reading Program,       
especially the ones in the Spiritual Growth category. 
More importantly, I encourage you to dig into your Bible for the path you are to take in your life 
while you travel through this earthly life until our Lord Jesus returns! 
Mark the following dates on your Calendar: 
March. 10-11 Legislative Event, Jefferson City 
*March 14 Spring Meeting, Wesley UMC, Springfield  
August 1 Annual Spiritual Growth Retreat, Aldrich UMC  
*Local Presidents or Spiritual Growth Coordinators please send me the names and a lit-
tle about the UMW members in your local unit that have passed away in the year 2019.  We will 
honor them at the Spring Meeting 
 
Until next time, 
Linda Presley, 
* 

Yvette Richards' 

2020 Ozarks Directory -   

 
My phone number is   I’d be happy to answer your questions or just chat.  Give me a call. 

 
Connie Daughtrey 

District Treasurer 

Linda Presley, Spiritual Growth 



It’s not too early to plan for submitting a nominee for Woman in Mission of the Year.  Please look at 
the form on page 18 of the district directory. The criteria “encompasses the whole United Methodist 
Women purpose.”  [I noticed that my email might be a little hard to read:  

 

Remember that we don’t just work for new membership but also we want to nurture those we have.  
Do you have plans for cards, gifts in memory, visits and calls?  Passing on an idea from one of our 
units—a visit to a mother (member or non member) and new baby with a hand made quilt and a gift 
to mission card in honor of ..I think they may have taken more—food would be good! 

 

This duty may fall to the local unit president but as district MNO, I want to offer my help for                      
completing the Membership Census 2019. Access the online form at 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2019.  I had some sample forms at the Leadership Training  
that could be completed and sent to me if you would have difficulty completing this online.            

Ruth Spargo, Membership Nurture & Outreach 

Hope we are almost over this unpredictable weather (I think we need spring sooner than later).  We 
had 10 Units report their 2019 Mission Today activities.  3 Love Certificates; 2 Hope Certificates; 3 

Faith Certificates; 2 Joy Certificates will be available at our spring meeting. 

The 2020 Mission Today was made available at our Officer Training and each unit should have got-
ten a copy to review.  All the Coordinators that attended the officer training were given information 

relative to the Spiritual Growth, Social Action, Education and Interpretation and Membership, Nurture 
and Outreach areas.  Sharing what has worked and what could be done in the future with each of us 

is how we will continue being in mission. 

Please contact me if you need help or have any questions. 
 

 

Chris Hopkins 

Chris Hopkins, Education & Interpretation 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2019


Eleanor Marcott, Historian 

This is the start of a new year so may I suggest that your unit make it a priority to take pictures of 
your activities this year and send them along with a short explanation to me to put in the District         
Historian's notebook. Even if you have submitted pictures previously, you may do so again because 
your unit may do something different this year. You may also hand them to me at a district meeting. 
  
Thank you, 
Eleanor Marcott, District Historian 

   Connie Gabbet, Green Team 

ENVIROMENT “THE GREEN TEAM”  

    WATER!!  a very precious commodity especially if it is clean, safe & of good quality.  However, 

50% of worldwide groundwater is unsuitable for drinking because of pollution caused by mining,    
deforestation, & chemicals.  Only .007% of water on earth is accessible for human use.  Water     
pollution is the leading worldwide cause of death & disease.  

     Drinking water in the U.S. is generally good as 90% of the nation’s communities are in            
compliance with EPA standards.  But rural &  lower income areas have a higher degree of polluted 

water due to improper maintenance of wells, water lines & fertilizers/chemicals getting into water   
resources, such as rivers, lakes & aquifers.   Protecting our water sheds from pollution is so very  

important for continued safety.  
    Conservation also comes into the act. Did you know our 5 minute daily showers  uses more water 

that a typical person in a developing country uses in a whole day or that a leaky toilet can use 200 
gallons of water a day!?  We need to be very mindful of how we use water & ways in which to save 

it. Please visit UMW website: http://enviroment.umwonline.net for resources. 
 
Connie Gabbert 

 

http://enviroment.umwonline.net


 

Let’s Make 2020 “…the Year of the LORD’s Fa-

vor”2020 LEGISLATIVE TRAINING EVENT 

Do plan to attend!! 

DATE:    Tues. March 10th & Wed., March 11th, 2020 

 

PLACE:  Wesley United Methodist Church   

       2727 Wesley St., Jefferson City, MO  65109 

 

TIME:     Tues. 8:30 am – 9:00 pm and 

               Wed. 8:30 am – 12:30 pm   

 

Jeanette Mott Oxford was State Representative for a portion of 

the City of St. Louis from 2005-2012. Oxford has also been an 
advocate, educator, writer, and organizer on issues of poverty, health, housing, racism, human 
rights, equality, and campaign finance reform in Illinois, Kansas, and Missouri since 1983. She was 

executive director of Reform Organization of Welfare (ROWEL), a statewide anti-poverty organiza-
tion, from 1991-2000 and founded the Coalition against Public Funding for Stadiums when use of tax 

dollars was proposed for a new Cardinals’ ballpark in 2001. That grassroots effort saved taxpayers 
more than $200 million and contributed significantly to a national trend away from publicly funded 

sports projects. 

Oxford graduated with high honors from Southern Illinois University-Carbondale in 1986 with a B.A. 
in Religious Studies. She earned a Master of Divinity degree from Eden Theological Seminary 

(1989) where she received a Niebuhr scholarship. Eden Theological Seminary also presented an 
honorary doctorate in humane letters to Oxford in 2010. 

Empower Missouri, under the leadership of Oxford, affected the passage of five (5) important pieces 

of criminal justice reform legislation in 2019: 1) a bill that reforms the debtors’ prison policies of some 
municipal jails; 2) a bill with mandatory prison time reform language that is projected to reduce the 

prison population by 100s; 3) a bill that adds new categories of crimes for which expungement is 
possible; 4) a bill that improves access to Medicaid for citizens retuning from jail or prison; and 5) a 

bill that creates community alternatives to incarceration for addicted veterans.  Other “successful” 
legislative advocacy work has included efforts to modernize HIV policies and to secure safe, afforda-

ble, accessible housing; as well as efforts to block bills that would negatively affect food security, 
families on TANF, and result in the loss of Medicaid for many women, children, and youth all across 
Missouri. 

For those UMW members returning for the 2020 LTE, you will recall that Oxford led the information-

packed Legislative Update and Hot Topics forum at the MO Conference of United Methodist Wom-

en’s 2018 Legislative Training Event.  

Jeanette Mott Oxford 



  Register Now for LTE It’s Not Too Late; not Yet!  

 

              Our  LEGISLATIVE TRAINING EVENT is 
DATE:   Tues. March 10th  & Wed 11th , 2020 
PLACE: Wesley United Methodist Church 
               2727 Wesley St., Jefferson City, 65109 
TIME:     Tues. 8:30 am – 9:00 pm and 
               Wed. 8:30 am – 12:30 pm 

We aim to… 
address the biblical basis for United Methodist Women’s 

engagement in social action; 
present social action campaigns for  2020; and 

direct you to more resources to inspire ideas for action 
  
For 2020 LTE, everything (except hotel) is included in 
your registration.  Registration includes hot breakfast for 
all days you’re at either of our two hotels; bus transporta-
tion to/from hotels and Wesley UMC and the capitol; ca-
tered lunches and dinner at Wesley UMC; tour of the 
closed penitentiary; visits to the capitol and with legisla-
tors; training and talking points on criminal justice reform 
bills; social action workshops on each of the UMW priority 
issues; as well as worship services and optional activities 
to keep everybody engaged. 
  
This year, we’ll focus primarily on four (4) criminal justice 
reform bills that could impact mass incarceration and/or 
the criminalization of communities of color. These are: 
HB 1534 for elder parole 
SB  647 the Fresh Start Act of 2020 
SB  519 to expand opportunities for expungement; and 

HB 1925 & SB 920 to stop imposition of death penalty 
when the jury cannot agree on the sentence 

  
Talking points will be provided for each of these.  The 
Legislative Update as well as the Evening Message, by 
Jeanette Mott Oxford of Empower Missouri, will remind us 
why United Methodist Women interprets the biblical pas-
sage Isaiah 61:1 (as well as Luke 4:18) as both a model 
and a mandate for Christian social action and advocacy. 

  
Oxford will also speak very directly about how we can make 
2020 “…the year of the LORD’s favor.” 
  
And no… you won’t have to choose one Social Action Work-
shop or the other.  Wednesday (Day 2) you will be able to 
attend all workshops and learn what action you can take on 
each of these issues. 
  
The “Just Energy for All” workshop, led by Cheryl Mar-
cum, will focus on climate justice and UMW’s commitment 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  Learn how you can 
be stewards of God’s creation here in Missouri and how to 
work with companies and governments for clean, renewable 
energy through a just and equitable transition. 
  
The “Ending Maternal Mortality” workshop, led by Rachel 
Bachenberg, will focus on UMW’s commitment to reducing 
maternal mortality  – especially among African American 
mothers in Missouri.  Sadly, the U.S. has the worst maternal 
mortality rate in the developed world. And Missouri has one 
of the worst rates in the U.S.  Find out about maternal mor-
tality review committees (MMRC) and how you can support 
the UMW initiative for MMRCs in every state.  And consider: 
How might Mediaid expansion impact maternal mortality as 
well? 
  
In the “Living Wage for All” workshop, led by Rhonda 
Chalfant and Ron Pinhero, you’ll  find out what the minimum 
wage and living wage is in Missouri. Learn about groups 
working towards living wages and how to take action for 
state legislation to build the base for a living wage.  Also 
you’ll come to understand how paid family and medical 
leave is essential to guaranteeing all workers a living wage. 
  
  
Be sure to submit page 1 of the Registration Form that 
appears on page ? and that is found on the MO Confer-
ence UMW website.  Also print out the LTE Schedule 
that appears on page ?? so you can let your legislators 
know when you wish to visit with them and when you 
will be in Jefferson City.  Invite them to join us! 



Missouri Conference ~ United Methodist Women                                                                   

2020 LEGISLATIVE TRAINING EVENT SCHEDULE   

Tuesday, March 10
th 

 
  7:00 am   Free Breakfast at Hotels  
  8:00 am  Bus departs from Hotels for Wesley UMC  
   
  8:30 am  Meet & Greet/Registration at Wesley UMC 
  9:00 am  Welcome - Morning Worship in Wesley UMC Sanctuary                      
10:00 am            Missouri Legislative Update/Hot Topics  
11:00 am  Legislative Advocacy 101: Training for Criminal Justice/Prison Reform 
 
12:00 noon  Lunch  
 
 1:00 pm Bus departs Wesley UMC to travel to Capitol for  
 1:30 pm Meeting with Legislators and Tour of Missouri State Penitentiary 
 3:30 pm Bus Pick-up from Prison and Capitol and Participant s who Toured Prison will 
Meet with Legislators.  Legislative Advocacy Teams will go to Prison for  
Tour Missouri State Penitentiary 
 
5:30 pm  Bus departs from Prison & Capitol to Return to Hotels and go to Wesley UMC 
 
6:30 pm   for Banquet/Dinner at Wesley UMC, Fellowship/Dining Hall 
 
7:30 pm   Evening Worship and Keynote Address in Wesley UMC Sanctuary 
 
9:00 pm            Bus departs Wesley UMC to return to Hotels 
 
 

Wednesday, March 11
th

  
 
 7:00 am  Free Breakfast at Hotels   
 8:00 am   Bus departs from Hotels for Wesley UMC  
 
 8:30 am  Social Action Workshops: A1- A Living Wage for All; B1- Ending Maternal 
      Mortality; and C1 - Just Energy for All     
 9:30 am     Social Action Workshops: B2 - Ending Maternal Mortality; C2 - Just Energy 
     for All; and A2 – A Living Wage for All 
10:30 am   Social Action Workshops: C3 – Just Energy for All; A3 – A Living Wage for 
All;      and B3 - Ending Maternal Mortality; 
 
11:30 am  Closing Worship/Plenary 
 
12:30 pm       Lunch (Eat-In at Wesley UMC or Carry-Out Option for Travel Home) 
   Complete Evaluations 
 
   Bus departs to hotels 
__________________________________________________________________  approved 9/27/19 
 



2017-2020 UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HANDBOOK 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/umwhandbook2017-2020.pdf 

QUICK GUIDE 

While the entire handbook is beneficial for all members, use the following quick guide to help you 
find pertinent information regarding your role in the organization and resources to help you. 

 
If you are a leader: 

At the local level, you will find pages 27-30 useful 

At the district level, you will find pages 31-32 relevant to you 

At the conference level, turn to pages 33-35 

At the jurisdiction level, check out page 35 

 
If you want to understand special terminology and familiarize yourself with new terms, you can 
look them up in the glossary on pages 173-182. 

If you would like to know the correct way to reproduce the logo and tagline, the brand book start-
ing on page 183 will guide you. 

If you need forms, go to page 157 (see more below) 

 
FORMS from Table of Contents – Handbook 

Section 7:   Page 157 

Remittance Instructions for All Treasurers ….. 

The Remittance Form for All Treasurers ….. 

Special Mission Recognition (SMR): Order form for Local and District ….. 

Gift to Mission:  Order form for Local and District ….. 

If you would like to learn the guidelines of the organization in the constitution and the bylaws, see pages 101

 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/umwhandbook2017-2020.pdf


UMW District Map of Missouri 


