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Date to Remember 

 
August 1  
Annual Spiritual Growth 
Retreat, Aldrich UMC  

Sue Says 

 

Hello everyone.  I truly hope this finds you well and happy.  I know that things are very different during this 

time.  Hopefully you have kept in contact with others making sure they are well and do have everything 

they need.  You may want to just send a note or card to some of your friends just to let them know you are 

thinking of them. 

The Spring Meeting has been canceled.  Please note your Mission Team members sections about the 

awards.  Certificates will be mailed to the presidents soon.  I know this is different, but we do not want to 

put anyone at risk as all of you are so very important to the work of God. 

During this time we can use the FROG (Fully Rely On God).  As we share our love and concern for others and 

continue to worship Him in whatever way you are currently doing.  I know I am watching our church service 

online as well as others.  He will always be there for us! 

Also, the annual conference meeting will not be at Kimberling City.  It will be held in Joplin at Byers Avenue 

UMC in September.  That is at this time.  More later. 

Pray for our country to move forward and back to God. 



 
 

WOW!!  What a year this has been.  With this Coronavirus, we have all been challenged to the max.  Life as 
we have always known it has simply disappeared.  Isn’t it wonderful that we have a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ to keep us on track! 
 
As far as my VP duties, there isn’t much to report.  I was really disappointed that our Spring District Meeting 
had to be cancelled.  I was really looking forward to our special guest, Yvette Richards.  Hopefully, we’ll be 
able to have her in the future.  My job is to keep you in the know about upcoming meetings and conferences 
and we just don’t have any information on anything.  As far as I know, all of the meetings through the       
summer have been cancelled and we are still uncertain if the annual UMW Conference will happen this 
year.  It may end up being a virtual meeting. 
 
I hope you’re staying busy doing all those things you wanted to do but never had time for.  I know I’m doing a 
lot of cleaning and going through all the paperwork I’ve acquired and stacked up in my office.  I’m getting   
organized!  Also, I’m doing work in the yard planting flowers, etc. 
 
You are all in my prayers every day for God to keep us ALL safe and bring us back together with a new resolve 
to be better Christians and ready to do whatever it takes to spread the word that there is a brighter future for 
us all. 
 

Susye Dodsworth, Vice President 



Five Star Certificates 

One of my favorite responsibilities is watching for your Unit Remittance Records as they come to me.  I   

especially enjoy keeping tabs on your units throughout the year as you work to achieve the Five Star          

Certificate.  Not all units accomplish this goal – thus it is prized when it is accomplished. 

It is with great honor that I announce units receiving the Five Star Certificates for 2019.  These certificates 

will be mailed to the respective Presidents soon.  Congratulations to each unit member, Unit Treasurer and 

Unit President who participated. 

You are currently working on Five Star Certificates for 2020 which will be presented next spring. 

Alton      Springfield units:     
Kimberling City    Asbury     
Licking     Broadway     
Cassidy/Nixa     King’s Way    
Republic     Mt Carmel 
Rolla 
Theodosia 
Willard  
 

UMCOR Relief for COVID-19 

On another topic, some of you may already be aware that a fund has been established by United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to collect monies to assist areas in need of help due to COVID-19.  While we 

understand your units are probably not currently meeting, this information is being offered for those who 

feel led to participate. 

While you’ve always heard me ask you to send your UMCOR, and other National/International Fund monies 

through me so that I can channel directly to the correct entities there has been a special directive for this 

particular Response Fund. 

Therefore, gifts to the UMCOR COVID-19 Response Fund should be directed to Advance 

#3022612.  Send your checks payable to Advance GCFA to: Global Ministries/UMCOR GPO, P.O. BOX 9068 

New York, NY 10087.  If, however, you’d still prefer to send your check to me, I will promptly send it         

forward. 

Thanks for your consideration of this great need.  Should you have questions, please let me know. 

Connie 

Cdaughtrey7@gmail.com 

 

 
  

Connie Daughtrey, District Treasurer 

mailto:Cdaughtrey7@gmail.com


Linda Presley, Spiritual Growth 

Spiritual Speak for God’s Sheep  
My Thoughts“It has been a  long, “ tough row to hoe”     This phrase came to my mind recently, concerning 
the Coronavirus we have been faced with in the early months of 2020.  It seems we are still not at the end 
of this long, tough row. 
      In ancient Bible times.  The rows might have been long and very hard to hoe, since the ground had not 
been previously broken up.  Using their very basic hoes would have been very hard, indeed!  Where the 
phrase came from: According to a comment by Tom Thrower:  

fact come from early American farming in days with limited machinery - in 
other words they used a hoe in the field to pull weeds from rows of  crops. 
It was hard work done by strong men in hot fields especially across the 
South.... 
There was some equipment used in the field on certain crops which 
caused the furtherest row out to be damaged somewhat and knocked the 
crop down. When hoeing, you work hard to pull weeds and not damage 
the crop itself... 

 The men wanted to avoid this so-called down row as they went to their 
next row because it was -- you guessed it, "a tough row to hoe." 

President Sue Groves, shared this with me and I want to share it with you! 

*Lockdown began on March 25 at midnight... And now extended until        
May 3. 
*It's exactly 40 days from March 25 to May 3. 
*Something is strangely Biblical. 
 
QUARANTINE….The Latin root of  the word "quarantine" is "forty". 
 
So what does the Bible say about 40? 
The rains of  the flood lasted 40 days. 
 Moses fled Egypt for 40 years   
40 days Moses stayed on Mount Sinai to receive the Commandments. 
Exodus lasted 40 years. 
Jesus fasted for 40 days. 
Lent is 40 days. 
40 weeks of  gestation.  40 days for a woman to rest after giving birth.   
 
 



A group of  theologians thinks the number 40 represents "change”. It is 

the time of  preparing a person, or people, to make a fundamental change. 

 

Something will happen after these 40 days. Just believe and pray. Re-

member, whenever the number 40 appears in the Bible, there is a 

"change". 

 

Please know that during this "quarantine" rivers are cleaning up, vegeta-

tion is growing, the air is becoming cleaner because of  less pollution, 

there is less theft and murder, healing is happening, and most important-

ly, people are turning to Christ. The Earth is at rest for the first time in 

many years and hearts are truly transforming. 

So, during this time, enjoy it with your loved ones and return to the family 

altar together. Family prayer is a great blessing. Through prayer you will 

see the changes God can work in you and in your home. Christ promises 

us that everything works together for the good for those who love God: 

Romans 8:28! 

 

Keep Praying 

https://www.christianbiblereference.org/cgi-bin/web_quiz1.pl?Moth-01-AO.txt&0 

A Short Quiz 



Janet Beeler, Social Action 

Hello UMW Ladies.  Hope you are well.  The Social  Action is a little short this month, but I just read a book 

that was so good I wanted to tell you about it.  It is on the list for the UMW Reading list.  It is called The 

White Umbrella.  It is about Sex Trafficking.  Remember when the National UMW was very involved in this 

from the Headquarters down to Local Units.  Now is see the offers for help in Many places.  I have seen the 

number to call if this is happening to you and you need help in  such places as restrooms at truck stops, regu-

lar gas stations and recently at a public bathroom in the hospital, which said, “If you are a victim of Sex 

Trafficking press this button. 

Hope you will read this book and help make people aware that this is really happening. 



Fran McDaniel, Secretary Program Resources 

Program Resources Report – submitted by Fran McDaniel 

We are pleased to report that several units and members enjoyed participating in the Reading 
Program last year in 2019.  Normally we would recognize them at the Spring District meeting, 
but due to meeting cancellations we would like to recognize them now.  Certificates will be 
available through your unit presidents: 
From Broadway unit, there were 8 members who completed Program I with 11 members partic-
ipating in some capacity. 
From Lebanon unit, the following completed Plan I:  Karla Lowe Phelps, Shirley Park, Neva 
Jones and Linda Presley; Plan II:  Dana McAllister, Joan Arthur and Mary Ellen Prather  
From Rolla unit, Plan I was completed by Nancy Jeffers and Fran McDaniel 
From Wesley unit, Jacque Poland completed Plan I and Linda Hash completed Plan II.    
Congratulations, all!  I encourage everyone to continue to read through these days and in the 
days ahead.  Though our library is currently in shelter, I am attaching the digital catalog and 
reading program.  Many of these books may be available in your local libraries or unit’s re-
source library.  http://online.fliphtml5.com/eiek/orsk/#p=1 
When Face-to-Face Programs Are No Longer Possible:  How to continue our fellow-
ship remotely in trying times: 
Technology offers wonderful solutions to help us to continue our fellowship, even in trying 
times.   From video conferencing, to adapting programs, to recording meetings - find helpful 
tips in our resource handout: 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/Media/PDF/DistanceProgrammingResources.pdf 

Faith Talks podcasts have been excellent and very relevant!  Highly recommend!  https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks 

 
Study: Spiritual Growth studies like 
Finding Peace in an Anxious World ex-
plores ways to discover peace through 
scriptural and spiritual disciplines so that we can be rooted in God and energized to live fully. as 
disciples of Christ.  Available here:  https://www.umwmissionresources.org/ 

I’m sure you have found creative ways to stay in touch, encourage one another and grow in 
Christ through these trying times.  If I can be of any assistance with resourcing your unit’s 
needs, please contact me at mcdaniel.fran@gmail.com 

These are the Spiritual Growth 2020 Mission u studies and are avail-
able on line.  Stay tuned this summer for educational opportunities 

with these books from National UMW.  All Mission u's were can-
celled from National UMW for 2020. 

http://online.fliphtml5.com/eiek/orsk/#p=1
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/Media/PDF/DistanceProgrammingResources.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/
mailto:mcdaniel.fran@gmail.com


Chris Hopkins, Education & Interpretation 

The Spring District meeting was cancelled due to this unsual circumstance we all are dealing with.  We would 

like to take this opportunity to present through the newsletter the 2019 Mission Today Certificates.  They 

are: 

Aldrich UMW       Hope Certificate     17 Mission Today Goals accomlished 

Alton UMW        Peace Certificate          Mission Today Goal accomplished 

Ash Grove        Joy Certificate       9 Mission Today Goals accomplished 

Kimberling City UMW       Love Certificate     23 Mission Today Goals accomplished 

Lebanon UMW         Love Certificate     23 Mission Today Goals accomplished 

Licking UMW         Peace Certificate           Mission Today Goal accomplished 

Marshfield UMW        Faith Certificate     10 Mission Today Goals accomplished 

Nixa-Cassidy UMW         Faith Certificate     11 Mission Today Goals accomplished 

Republic-Hood UMW          Hope Certificate     15 Mission Today Goals accomplished 

Rolla UMW           Love Certificate     21 Mission Today Goals accomplished 

Springfield-Asbury UMW        Faith Certificate     14 Mission Today Goals accomplished 

Springfield-Broadway UMW   Peace Certificate             Mission Today Goals accomplished 

Springfield-Mt. Carmel UMW Peace Certificate           Mission Today Goals accomplished 

Springfield-Wesley UMW        Joy Certificate        9 Mission Today Goals accomplished 

Theodosia UMW           Peace Certificate           Mission Today Goals accomplished 

Willard UMW            Peace Certificate           Mission Today Goals accomplished 

The 2020 Mission Today Criteria is on the Conference website and available for you to download.  We may 

experience some hic-cups in working on some of the items as done in the past by all our units.  Conference 

Education & Interpretation Officer and I are working on updating or adding some new items to the Mai Gray 

Charter for Racial Justice and the Mission Today Goals.  If you have a suggestion please let Aline or myself 

know your thoughts and we can ponder implementing them for 2021. This consideration can be for any or all 

Coordinators areas relative to Spiritual Growth, Social Action, Education and Interpretation and Membership, 

Nurture and Outreach.  Sharing what might work and what could be done in the future to spark more enthu-

siasm as we continue to be in mission with each other and for those around us. 

Peace and Blessings, 
Chris Hopkins, contact for   Aline Taylor, Conference Education & Interpretation 

Education & Interpretation                                      taylor443@yahoo.com 
kcka_65785@yahoo.com 



UMW District Map of Missouri 


