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Marilyn’s Message 
 

What a year 2020 has been!   
God has been with us through all the challenges.   

We've learned new ways to meet and be in contact with each other.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In September we all learned how to have our first ever virtual Annual 
Meeting and be able to see each other  by using ZOOM.  Thanks to our  
National Office for the training they gave us on how to use ZOOM. Also, 
thanks to Conference Communications Coordinator Kelly G. Loeb for using 
her knowledge and setting everything up for us.  We are a very fortunate to 
have ladies with the knowledge to lead us. Read a recap on page 3! 
 
Fall is here and time to start planning your activities for 2021.   Please keep 
our Conference in your thoughts and prayers as we are planning events with 
the hope we will be able to meet in person. 
 
The Mai Gray Units for 2019 and District Women in Mission are listed in 
this issue – thanks to all the units that participated.  District Presidents, 
please let me know the Mai Gray units in your district for 2020.  If your unit 
didn't participate this year, I hope you will be able to in 2021. 
 
All 2021 District Presidents please let me know your contact information so 
I can keep in touch with you. 
 
Have a blessed holiday and 2021.  If I can be of any help to your district or 
local unit, please contact me.  I would enjoy getting to visit you. 
 
Conference President Marilyn Henegar  
816-678-8010 / rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:kellygloeb@gmail.com
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Vice-President’s View 
Well, it is time to say bye!  I have enjoyed working as your Vice President and I am excited to pass 
my job to Gail Tinsley.  Gail has stood in for me when I wasn't able to complete my tasks and she 
will do a wonderful job – please welcome her with open arms.  I will continue to help Gail with 
anything I can do to make her job easier.  Thanks again for everyone's love and support. Take a 
look at the calendar on the back page of this issue of Mission Voice for new 2021 dates. I look 
forward to seeing you at our next meetings!  Stay safe and yell if I can help in any way.  Pray this 
virus goes away!     

Vicki Rhew 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Treasurer’s Tally 

 Each and every one of you is to be commended for all you have done in the first nine months of 
2020 to help accomplish the great work of UMW!  As of September 30, we have forwarded 
$92,138.89 for Mission Giving (used for areas of greatest need) and $8,285.65 for Mission 
Giving Plus (designated areas of mission work) for a grand total of $100,424.54 to the UMW 
National Office in support of the important work of UMW.   
 
   The important work of United Methodist Women continues each day; every penny or dollar 
matters.  Give what you can, as you can, and pray God’s blessing over your giving. 

       
Liz Rooks 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ribbon Report 

The pandemic has messed with UMW meetings, but some of our churches are able to meet in 
person with some restrictions.  If you are able to meet, keep in mind that our mission ribbon 
corsages are good to have on hand.  I have a good inventory of ribbons and will be happy to get 
them to you, so just let me know what you're needing and I'll see that you get them.   

Sandy McConnell 
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2020 Annual Meeting Highlights 
 
 
 
 
 

On Saturday, September 26, 2020, Missouri Conference UMW hosted its very first virtual Annual 
Meeting! We Zoomed together from all around the Show-Me State, indeed showing God’s 
wisdom in connecting us and strengthening our technological savvy. Jesus’ promise in 
Matthew 18:20 came true for us, as His spirit, love and presence abided with us. 
 
84 UMW members from all 9 conference districts registered, with 8 attending an annual 
meeting for the first time and par ticipants’ ages ranging from 20s to 80s (41%  are in their  
heavenly 70s!). 93% of registrants said they had participated in a Zoom meeting before and 95% 
said they were at least somewhat comfortable doing so. It was our great honor to have Mid-State 
District Superintendent Rev. Mi Hyeon Lee join us for the Annual Meeting! 
 
After greetings from Conference President Marilyn Henegar and Vice-President Vicki Rhew, 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator Sally Jones opened the meeting with prayer and devotion, followed 
by a candle burning and pledge service led by Treasurer Liz Rooks. Secretary Chris Hopkins 
shared the minutes from our 2019 Annual Meeting in Columbia. We applauded the 108 churches 
recognized as 5-star units for 2019! Next up, Liz Rooks presented her treasurer ’s report and 
the proposed budget for 2021, which the Conference approved, followed by the election of our 
2021 officers. Welcome Gail Tinsley (Vice-President) and Glori Siebert (Education and 
Interpretation) to the Mission Team! 
 
Marilyn gave her President’s report, which included the naming of the 2019 Mai Gray units (on  
page 4). Elizabeth “Pooh” Mack proudly noted distr ict Women in Mission (on page 5). We 
next paused for a photo op organized by Social Action Coordinator Faye Abram — you can see 
our smiling faces on our  conference website: moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen — in 
which we held up signs encouraging everyone to VOTE on November 3. 
  
Conference Coordinators Aline Taylor (Education and Interpretation), Sally Jones (Spiritual 
Growth), Betty Thurston (Historian), Sandy McConnell (Ribbons), Edith Triplett (Legacy) and 
Felicia Bamer (Green Team) gave updates, as did Co-Deans Kathy Rolen and Ruth Pirch for 
2021 Mission u. The conference thanked our outgoing officers and installed our newly elected 
ones.  Communications Coordinator Kelly G. Loeb invited everyone to subscribe to Mission 
Voice for 2021! 
 
While we are grateful that we were able to meet virtually this year (after having to cancel our plans 
to meet in-person), we welcomed the invitation to the 2021 Annual Meeting at Byers Ave. UMC in 
Joplin from Distr ict Presidents Paula Ackerson  and Edith Triplett (Southwest),  Julia 
Goodell (Mid-State) and Sue Groves (Ozarks).  
 
We closed our meeting by honoring the life, legacy and memory of Carolyn Thornton, past 
president of Missouri West Conference, who passed away on September 24 at age 95. 
 
We were physically and socially distant, but we were firmly affixed to God’s utmost, marvelous 
and wonderful love for us dur ing our 2020 Annual Meeting, and we will be so eternally. 
 

moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen
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2019 Mai Gray Units 
 

Gateway Regional 
Faith 
First Charles 
Wentzville 
 
Heartland 
Adrian 
Archie 
Blue Ridge—The Ridge  
Centennial  
Christ 
Crossroads 
1st Blue Springs 
1st Independence 
1st Sedalia 
1st Warrensburg 
Grace—Lee’s Summit 
Harrisonville 
Keystone, 
Lee’s Summit—The Summit 
Mt. Washington 
Oak Grove 
One Spirit 
Pleasant Hill 
St. James 
St. Luke’s 
 
Mid-State 
Missouri UMC 
Ozark Chapel 
 
Northwest 
Cameron 
Culbertson Chapel—Stewartsville 
Maryville 
North Cross 
 
Ozarks 
Ash Grove 
Kimberling City 
Lebanon 
Rolla 
 
Southwest 
Lockwood 
Wheaton 

 

Mai H. Gray was president of the  
Women’s Division  

of the United Methodist Church  
(1976-1980). One of her  crowning achieve-
ments was the creation of the organization’s 

Charter for Racial Justice, which emphasized 
eliminating institutional racism in the church 

and the world. United Methodist Women  
adopted the charter  in 1978 and the  

denomination as a whole adopted it  in 1980.  
 

Units earn this designation by completing and 
documenting action steps from a comprehensive 

list of educational, cultural and social  
exchange opportunities. 
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2020 Women In Mission  
 

Felicitations to these wonderful women for their winning work in putting their 
faith, hope and love in action! 

 
Gateway Central: Patricia Heavens-Kosh 

 
Gateway Regional: Pat Allen 

 
Mark Twain: Martha Ann Smith Jones 

 
Mid-State: Bonnie Kisor 

 
Ozarks: Karla Lowe-Phelps 

 
Southeast: Mary Klaproth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spiritual Growth 

Proverbs 16:20 tells us, “Whoever trusts in the Lord, happy is he.” 
  
Ten Rules for Happier Living: 
1. Give something away. 
2. Do a kindness. 
3. Give thanks always. 
4. Work with vim and vigor. 
5. Visit the elderly and learn from their experience. 
6. Look intently into the face of a baby and marvel. 
7. Laugh often – it’s life’s lubricant. 
8. Pray to know God’s way. 
9. Plan as though you will live forever – because you will. 
10. Live as though today is your last day on earth.    (Source: Bible.org) 
  
“Praise the Lord, O my soul!” (Psalm 146:1) 

Sally Jones 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
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 Mission u Update 
 

 
 

The votes are in for 2021 Mission u study topics! Your selections are Finding Peace 
in an Anxious World and Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living into the 
Church’s Moral Witness through Radical Discipleship. 
 
Youth will study Becoming Peacemakers in a Culture of Violence and children will 
study Responding to Violence. 
 
Mission u is tentatively scheduled for July 22-24, 2021 and Co-Deans Kathy Rolen 
and Ruth Pirch are working on a location, with face-to-face (perhaps the University 
of Central Missouri, Sedalia, or Columbia) and virtual sites being options.  
 
Several Mission Team members and UMW throughout the conference have offered 
their time and talent to host in-person and online ways of bringing Mission u to you.  
Study leader training dates are April 15-17 or April 30-May 2, and virtual training for 
study leaders is a strong possibility. 
 
We will keep Missouri Conference UMW up to date via the Mission Voice, our con-
ference website, our Facebook page and communication with your district Mission 
Teams. Stay in prayer for God’s will and care! 
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Think of the Voting Booth  
as a Prayer Closet  

 

 
 

Yeah … that’s right.  I am asking you to 
think of the voting booth as a prayer closet.  
Please hear what Christ is calling all UMW 
members and people of faith to do – to find 
a sacred space or sacred place where you 
can be alone with God, where you can let 
your faith guide your response as you 
vote. 
 
I know, all of this sounds pretty political. 
Everyone has heard someone say that we 
ought to vote in the upcoming elections.  
But, I’ve heard more than just a couple of 
folks say that they’re tired of all the 
political conflict and don't see any point in 
voting this November.  After all, the Bible 
doesn't tell us we have to vote, does it?  No, 
the Bible doesn’t directly command us to 
vote —because people who lived in Bible 
times couldn’t vote. They lived under kings 
and emperors who weren’t elected by 
popular vote.   
 
But the Bible does command us to be good 
citizens—and one of the ways we do this 
today is by voting.  In fact, if we don’t vote, 
we are failing to fulfill that God-given 
responsibility to be good citizens.  
 
The Bible says that Mordecai, Esther’s 
uncle, was honored “because he worked for 
the good of his people” (Esther 10:3).  

 
Shouldn’t we also work for the good of our 
nation? 
 
Some people won’t take the trouble to vote 
because they don’t believe their vote will 
make any difference. But that isn’t true; you 
might be surprised to find how many 
elections have been determined by only a 
handful of votes. But more than that, what 
would happen if most people felt that way?  
Then our future might be determined by 
only a small minority of people. 
 
Don’t look on voting only as a 
responsibility. Look on it also as an 
opportunity—an opportunity hundreds of 
millions of people in our world wish they 
had.  Also, think of voting as a right that 
many of our ancestors fought and died for – 
that you and I would exercise our right to 
vote.  Above all, pray for our nation during 
this crucial time.  
 
The Bible reminds, “Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12).  
And in Exodus 18:21 of The Voice, it 
follows that “As for all these other duties 
you have taken on, choose competent 
leaders who fear God, love truth, despise 
dishonesty, and won’t take bribes.  After 
you divide and subdivide all the people into 
various groups of a thousand, hundred, 
fifty, and ten, put those of integrity who you 
have selected in charge….”    
             
And pray that the coronavirus pandemic 
ends soon. 
 
Faye Y. Abram 
Social Action Coordinator 
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2020-2021 Calendar Update 
Information subject to change due to COVID-19 and state directives on public gatherings. 

 
2020    Event       Location 

December 1    2021 Mission Voice subscriptions due  Email/Postal Mail 

 
2021     Event       Location 
March  19-20   Mission Team & Program Committee Meetings Conference Office, Columbia  
Spring    Spiritual Growth Retreat    To be determined 
June 11-13   UMC Annual Conference    Springfield, MO 
July 22-24   Mission u      To be determined  
August 6-7   Mission Team and Program Committee Meetings Conference Office, Columbia 
September 24-25  Missouri Conference Annual Meeting  Byers Ave. UMC, Joplin 
 
 

Communications Corner 

To subscribe to the Mission Voice for 2021, fill out the form at http://tinyurl.com/2021MissionVoice. 
There is no charge for an electronic subscription sent via email. The cost for a paper newsletter subscrip-
tion sent by postal mail is $5.00 per person. If you received the Mission Voice by email in 2020, you do 
not need to renew your subscription unless your email or other contact information has changed.  

http://tinyurl.com/2021MissionVoice

