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Marilyn’s Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

With all the changes going on in our lives and being unable to meet in person, our 
Executive Committee had a conference call meeting the first part of May to 
discuss how we can move forward this year.  One thing we discussed was how to 
handle the sale of our Mission Walk t-shirts for  the church’s Annual Conference. 
We decided this was too important an issue to be decided by only the five of us, so 
I emailed the entire Conference Mission Team asking for their opinion on two 
options. The Mission Team voted to sell the shirts and wear them when we walk in 
Springfield in 2021.  Dixie Stone, Mission Walk Coordinator , really gave us a 
great shirt this year and we want it to be seen by our Church Conference also. 
 
Time and Place Updates: See Vice-President Vicki Rhew’s article on page 2 on 
the new location for the 2020 UMW Annual Meeting. For information on the 
South Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting in Little Rock, AR – rescheduled 
for September 2 through 5 – visit https://www.umwscj.org/quadrennial.  
 
Also in this issue: reading suggestions, including Mission u 2020 books, a 
legislative update from Social Action Coordinator Faye Abram and a prayer and 
responsive reading in this time of COVID-19. 
 
I hope this Mission Voice finds all of you doing well.  Please be safe as we start 
going out more and take care. If I can be of help to you in any way, please let me 
know. 
 
Marilyn Henegar, Conference President 
rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net 
 

mailto:kellygloeb@gmail.com
https://www.umwscj.org/quadrennial
file:///C:/Users/kloeb/Downloads/rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net
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Vice-President’s View 
 

Changes, changes: our lives are full of changes!  Nothing is ever certain until it 
happens.  We have canceled more things than we’ve attended lately.   We couldn’t 
meet at the conference office in Columbia in March for our Mission Team and 
program committee meetings, so we’ve been convening business by phone and email.  
 
Time and Place Update: The 2020 UMW Annual Meeting will be at Byers Avenue 
United Methodist Church in Joplin, MO. Stay tuned for  more details! We’re 
planning our party for the original meeting dates of September 25 and 26, with officer 
training on Friday and the annual meeting on Saturday.  Plan to come!  The Mission 
Team and program committee are next scheduled to meet on August 7 and 8, and 
Annual Meeting registration forms and details will be in the August 2020 Mission 
Voice. 

Vicki Rhew 
vickirhew@yahoo.com 

 

 
Treasurer’s Tally 

    
Kudos to all of the units who were able to send in pledges and other gifts and ordered 
Special Mission Recognition pins during the first quarter; Missouri Conference 
forwarded $50,461.74 to the UMW National Office to help suppor t the work of 
UMW.   
 
UMCOR has established a COVID-19 Response Fund to help those in areas that 
are desperate as result of COVID-19.  If you want to contribute, send your support 
directly to   

Global Ministries/UMCOR GPO 
P.O. BOX 9068 

New York, NY 10087 
 
Make checks payable to Advance GCFA Response Fund and note Advance #3022612 
on your check.   
 
 I believe many are uncertain as to how to fulfill the pledges they made as an 
individuals, units, districts, or even as a conference for this year; I repeat this thought 
from our last issue of Mission Voice:  Give what you can, as you can, and lay it all in 
God’s hands. 

Liz Rooks 
rookselizabeth@gmail.com 

vickirhew@yahoo.com
mailto:rookselizabeth@gmail.com


June 2020 Mission Voice      Page  3 

 

 
 
 
  
                                                                                                            

 

 

 

2020 Reading Program 
 

 
It is very disappointing that we have had to cancel many of the activities 
all of us enjoy, but have faith: we will be able to enjoy each other’s com-
pany soon. With all the changes this coronavirus has caused, I hope you 
are all doing well and have had time to read some great books! 
 
I heartily suggest a book on the current reading list: Tilly and the Crazy 
Eights, by Monique Gray Smith.   
 
When Tilly receives an invitation to help drive eight elders on their ultimate bucket-list road trip, 
she impulsively says yes. Before she knows it, Tilly has said goodbye to her family and is on an 
adventure that will transform her in ways she could not predict, just as it will for the elders who 
soon dub themselves The Crazy Eights. 
 
The Crazy Eights each choose a stop—somewhere or something they’ve always wanted to experi-
ence—on the way to their ultimate goal, the Gathering of Nations Pow Wow in Albuquerque. 

Their plan is to travel to Las Vegas, Sedona, and the Redwood Forests, with each destination the inspiration for secrets and sto-
ries to be revealed. The trip proves to be powerful medicine as they laugh, heal, argue, and dream along the way. By the time their 
bus rolls to a stop in New Mexico, Tilly and the Crazy Eights, with friendships forged and hearts mended, feel ready for anything. 
But are they? 
 
All Reading Program books are available to order online and in many cases can be found at your 
public libraries!  Visit https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram to find the 
complete 2020 reading list.   

God bless you always, 
Donna Ford, UMW Program Resources                                                                                            

dfordumw@gmail.com                                                                                                                             
                                

What You Need to Know from MN&O 
 

Hello all – I hope my message finds you all in good health and high spirits! Things have been so 
out of whack with this COVID-19 virus turning everything upside down. I have not received the 
final report from the UMW census, but when I do, I will make the information available.  
 
Up next is the Woman in Mission of the Year 2020! Many districts pick their recipient at their 
spring district meeting, and this may not be the case this year due to many district meetings being 
cancelled. I will be sending the forms to the district presidents and district Membership Nurture & 
Outreach coordinators in the coming weeks. Communications Coordinator Kelly G. Loeb will   
also post the form on the conference website at https://www.moumethodist.org/
unitedmethodistwomen. Please return your selections to me by August 15th, 2020; send them via 
postal mail or email to  

 
Pooh Mack, Conference MN&O Coordinator 

Email Pooh for her postal mailing address 
emmack81@yahoo.com. 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
mailto:dfordumw@gmail.com
https://www.moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen
https://www.moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen
mailto:emmack81@yahoo.com
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Legislative Update  

The 2020 legislative session ended on May 15, amidst the special 
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. The legislative spring break, 
scheduled for March 17-30, began a week earlier in the Missouri 
Senate and was extended until April 27. 
 
Despite having floor debate time reduced by about six weeks due to 
the public health emergency, 51 bills became Truly Agreed and      
Finally Passed dur ing the abbreviated session. This included 16 
House bills, 13 Senate bills, two Senate Concurrent Resolutions and 
one Senate Joint Resolution and several budget bills. Bill review has 
begun on these bills, and Governor Parson must make decisions 
about whether to sign them by July 14. 
 
We encourage you to send requests to Governor Parson now, asking 
him to sign a very important piece of legislation -- the Fresh 
Start Act of 2020  — to help those formerly incarcerated have more 
options to gain professional licenses and registrations to increase 
their employability. You may recall that this was one of the bills that 
we chose to focus on at our 2020 Legislative Training Event.  Sever-
al bills that we advocated for did not make it through the legislative 
process. 
 
Regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, United Methodist Women  pro-
vides guidance at  https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-can
-we-do-about-covid19, most especially encouraging all to  

 
 
 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-can-we-do-about-covid19
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-can-we-do-about-covid19
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What We Can Do About COVID-19 

 

But that’s not all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Especially in difficult times, Jesus calls us to love our neighbors as 
we love ourselves: 
 

Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law? Jesus re-
plied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest    
commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” –Matthew 22:36-39.  
 

People who are incarcerated in jails, prisons, immigration detention 
centers and juvenile justice facilities are at heightened risk from 
COVID-19. This is especially true for medically vulnerable people: 
older adults and those who are immunocompromised, sick or preg-
nant. 
 

Contact Gov. Parson today to urge Missour i to reduce the num-
ber of incarcerated people through the swift release of individuals 
who pose no threat to public safety and yet are themselves at great 
medical risk if COVID-19 enters the prison system. Use the form at 
https://governor.mo.gov/contact-us to share your thoughts.  

 
Faye Abram, Social Action Coordinator 

abramfy@slu.edu 

https://governor.mo.gov/contact-us
file:///C:/Users/kloeb/Downloads/abramfy@slu.edu
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Even though won’t meet at Central Methodist University for Mission u this year, we can still use 
our hearts and our time at home to engage with the study materials:  
 

Finding Peace in an Anxious World, edited by Erin James-Brown 
Managing Our Emotions: A Children’s Study by Trudy Rankin and Faye Wilson 

Managing Anxiety: A Youth Study by Trudy Rankin and Faye Wilson 
Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission by Ellen Blue 

Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools by Monique W.. Morris 
 
These books are available for purchase at umwmissionresources.org 
Pushout is also available through additional booksellers and libraries. 
 
The United Methodist Women’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/UMWomen) will have de-
tails on virtual and electronic options for using these materials in June —watch your email for 
more information to come! 

https://www.facebook.com/UMWomen
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 Prayer and Responsive Reading for those affected by Coronavirus 

 
ONE: Holy One, we come to you in this moment of uncertainty and uncharted territory – facing 
this unprecedented global pandemic. Amid universal fear, panic, confusion and anxiety, please re-
mind us that you are the God that calmed the storm and made the winds to cease. We cry out to 
you! 
MANY: Hear us, O God of peace. 
 
ONE: Benevolent Savior, you have called us to be your hands and feet in this world. As we face 
this crisis together, help us remember to be mindful of how we speak to, live with and treat one an-
other. May we truly seek to love our neighbors as we love ourselves.  
MANY: Hear us, O God of compassion. 
 
ONE: Master Physician, there are millions now in desperate need of your healing touch. Look now 
upon those who are at highest risk – the immunocompromised, the elderly, those who have existing 
chronic health conditions, cancer patients, transplant recipients, dialysis patients, those who have 
been exposed to COVID-19 and are seeking testing or immediate medical attention. 
MANY: Hear us, O God our healer.  
 
ONE: All seeing God, look upon those who are now living in isolation, those who must be separat-
ed from loved ones for safety reasons, those who are without support systems, the disabled, those 
who are already living with mental disease, emotional and psychological disorders, those who are 
poor and already do not have access to health care or social services. Help them know that social 
distancing does not mean social disconnection. Help us be the community that we seek. 
MANY: Hear us, O God of mercy.  
 
ONE: Loving God, hear the cries of those who have lost loved ones to this virus or other ailments 
and cannot postpone their grief, but must refrain from gathering in order to care for the living, even 
while mourning their beloved who have died.  
MANY: Hear us, O God of comfort. 
 
ONE: Discerning God, touch now those who are in decision-making positions, in governments, 
churches, corporations, and the like; help them to realize that their choices directly impact the lives 
and futures of our families, communities, countries and the wider world. Help them choose people 
over politics and the health of humanity over the wealth of individuals and profiteers. 
MANY: Hear us, O God of wisdom. 
 
ONE: God of justice, safety and care, we pray for all medical professionals, caregivers, research-
ers, teachers, first responders, social workers, law enforcement, school officials, those making de-
cisions about fighting the new coronavirus. For the small business owner, the hourly wage worker, 
the uninsured, the undocumented and all those who will feel the economic impact of this pandemic 
on every level. Inspire those in position to develop better tests to diagnose the virus, vaccines to 
prevent it, and protocols and communication to eliminate the spread. May empathy be our guide. 
MANY: Hear us, O God of protection and grace. 

 
 
 

Author: The Rev. Dionne P. Boissière, chaplain at the Church Center for the United Nations.   
Originally posted at unitedmethodistwomen.org 

unitedmethodistwomen.org
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Calendar Update 
Information subject to change due to COVID-19 and state directives on public gatherings. 

 
 
August 7-8  Mission Team and Program Committee Meetings Conference Office, Columbia, MO 
 
August 15  Next issue of Mission Voice  (submit articles by August 1) 
 
September  25-26 UMW Annual Meeting    Byers Avenue UMC, Joplin, MO  

 

Check with your local units and districts for updated information on fall district meet-
ings and other activities. Share any announcements with Conference Communications 
Coordinator Kelly G. Loeb (kellygloeb@gmail.com), who will happily share them via 
email and on our website at moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen and Facebook 
page  at www.facebook.com/groups/MOUMW. 

mailto:kellygloeb@gmail.com
moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MOUMW

