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Happy New Year!  Let us pray for  a productive 2021.   God has been with us 
through all the challenges of 2020.  We've learned new ways to meet and be in 
contact with each other.  We might still have to use some of them in 2021. 
 
Inside this issue you’ll hear from our Conference Vice-President and Treasurer 
and our Reading Program, MN&O, E&I and Social Action Coordinators. We also 
have a Mission u update with a plan for an in-person version! Mark your  
calendars for our annual Day of Giving (3/23) supporting our Legacy Fund—see 
page 6 for more information   
 
Several ladies from our Conference attended Leadership Development Days, 
provided by our National Office, the last weekend of January.  It was a wonderful 
weekend, with informative breakout sessions and inspiring worship. 
 
I hope our districts and units are planning on ways to meet this year.  I know since 
2020 was such a new experience for all of us we weren’t able to take advantage of 
all the resources available.  If you are needing help and/or information on how to 
meet virtually, please let Conference Communications Kelly G. Loeb know: she’s 
our information booth! Thank God for her knowledge and willingness to help 
everyone.  When you have your meetings planned let me know as I have really 
enjoyed attending meetings both virtually and in person. 
 
District Presidents, please let me know the units in your district who have 
participated in the Mai Gray Charter for Racial Justice in 2020.  If your unit didn't 
participate last year, I hope you will be able to in 2021. 
 
All 2021 District Presidents, please let me know your information so I can make 
an email list to keep in contact with you. 
 
Have a blessed 2021!  If I can be of any help to your district or local unit, please 
contact me.  I would enjoy getting to visit you. 
 
Marilyn Henegar, Conference President 
mhenegar@sbcglobal.net 

Marilyn’s Message 

mailto:kellygloeb@gmail.com
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Vice-President’s View 
 

WOW! I am so excited…and then frustrated, and then excited and then…. 
 
2021 has started out to feel like we can do old/new things and most of the time the old feels so 
comfortable that is what we want to do and the new feels challenging, exciting and a little scary! 
I am excited to begin this year with lots of optimism that we will be able to meet together face to 
face, for our Annual Meeting at Byers Avenue United Methodist Church in Joplin! We will keep 
you up to date as we get closer to the date, September 24 and 25. Mark your calendars now! 
 

Blessings, 
Gail Tinsley 

 

Treasurer’s Tally 
    

Great news regarding our 2020 pledge to support the important work of UMW: we exceeded our 
pledge with the faithful giving of you, our dedicated members, and having reduced expenses! 
 

 
 

Let us praise God, for God is indeed good! 
 
A Mission Minute for 2021 is $20.23; this is the amount to use for a Mission Minute Certificate 
(you can certainly give multiples of this amount if you want to recognize someone with a larger 
certificate) or for Candle Burning. 

   Liz Rooks 

Category   Amount 

Pledge to Missions $193,076.65 

Special Mission Recognition       6,725.00 

Gift to Mission     10,104.93 

Gift in Memory       6,047.61 

World Thank Offering     14,721.53 

Call to Prayer & Self Denial     10,358.65 

Supplementary Gifts       3,627.00 

      Total Mission Giving for 2020 $244,661.37 
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The Reading Program book titles for 2021-2022 are 
now available! Yes, I said 2021-2022! The book titles 
are at https://unitedmethodistwomen.org/
readingprogram   Click on the Reading Program logo 
to see the different reading plans on page 6 with the 
lists following. Bonus Books (which count as two) 
are on page 7.  
 
Along with the reading list, this site gives infor-
mation on educational or program planning re-
sources, music, catalogs, offering and gift ideas. 
Many publications are also available in other lan-
guages. 
 
There are so many great books and it was hard to de-
cide which to choose. One of my favorites among the 
Spiritual Growth titles is The JOurneY Between 
Us: Overcoming Grief to Finding JOY in the Journey. Author Lisa McGrath shares 
an amazing and inspiring story of how her faith not only helped her overcome trials 
and tragedy in her life but also helped her grow tremendously as she learned to trust 
God’s plan and perfect timing. She shares how her faith, family, and friends blessed 
her with the support and strength to persevere and find hope, peace, love, and espe-
cially joy in her JOurneY. 
 
Again, the resource center will not have reading program books available to order 
through them and recommends using Amazon, Cokesbury or your local library. 
 
District Program Resource Coordinators or District Presidents (if your district doesn’t 
have a coordinator) will be receiving the end of year reports and I would appreciate 
them being back to me by March 1.  
 
I know last year was a struggle in many ways and I thank the Lord for being with us 
for every step of the way! Thank you all for your help and patience. Please let me 
know if I can assist you in any way.   
 
God bless you always, 
Donna Ford, Program Resources Coordinator / dfordumw@gmail.com                                                                                                         
 

 

https://unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
https://unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
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What You Need to Know from M N & O 

 
Hello and happy 2021 to you! It is time to kick into census overdrive! The reporting deadline is Tuesday, 
March 30th, 2021. 
 
This year the UMW National Office has changed the name of the annual census and is testing the name Unit Sur-
vey.  Over the past five years, the form has been more than a number reporting tool and less of a questionnaire 
regarding the health and vitality of the unit.   In the past three years we have asked questions about what it means 
to be a thriving unit and what attributes you relate to thriving.  This year, we are asking unit presidents to self-
select in what area(s) their members/units are thriving.  This will help influence what it means to thrive at the dis-
trict and unit levels as well as inform the national office and conference leadership on strengths and areas for im-
provement.   
 

Complete the unit survey (formerly known as the census) here:  
 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2020 
 
There are detailed directions for completing the survey at the above link. Please pass this information onto your 
District MN&O Coordinators and District Presidents. Let's strive to get all of our local units reporting! 
 
Thanks and God Bless! 
 

Pooh Mack, Membership Nurture & Outreach Coordinator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

E & I Chit Chat 
 

I’m Glori Siebert, your new Education & Interpretation Coordinator for the Missouri Conference.  I reside on a 
6th generation farm in the Mark Twain District where we raise corn, beans, wheat, and cattle.  There is never a 
dull day as there is always something going on around here.  The new baby calves are arriving and the fields are 
soaking up this melting snow and soft rains.  You can just hear the wheat slurping it in. This is my first year of 
retirement from teaching preschool and special education for  3 year  olds to sixth grade.  It could not have 
been a better year to retire!  I do sub some, but not as much as I would like with the COVID stuff.    
 
I just attended Leadership Training from the National office and I think I would like to do a Zoom meeting to get 
together for some chit-chat.  Not sure who you all are or if you have the computer capabilities, but I would like to 
give it a whirl.  You could also attend with just your phone.  As soon as I have all of your emails and phone num-
bers, I will set it up here in February. I would like to start with the District Education & Interpretation Coordina-
tors first and we could add the locals once you and I get comfor table with using Zoom.   
 

Give me a buzz at 660-346-8533 or email me at glorisiebert@sbcglobal.net.  Let the chittin’ and chattin’ begin! 

Glori Siebert, Education & Interpretation Coordinator  

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2020
mailto:glorisiebert@sbcglobal.net
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Mission u 2021 
 
So, we aren’t giving up.  How could we!  Even though on the outside it of-
ten looks like things are falling apart on us, on the inside, where God is 
making new life, not a day goes by without God’s unfolding grace.  
 
This past year we have known and felt what it is like when things are      
falling apart on us.  We have experienced a great unraveling that has shift-
ed, quite literally, everything about our lives. 
 
Mission u, like so many activities in our lives has cer tainly changed and 
was cancelled for us last year.  In a time when it looks like things are falling 
apart on us, God’s grace is still unfolding and life is being made new.  We 
pray that you will consider feeling safe, secure, loved, and renewed as we 
explore in person the study of Finding Peace in an Anxious World at this 
year’s Mission u.  We will continue to support each other as God will allow 
us to do.  It’s a big step, but we can do it!   
 

 

 

                Mini-Mission u 
Date:  July 16-17, 2021 

Location:  First United Methodist Church at The Celebration Center 
1701 W 32

nd
 Street, Sedalia, MO 65301 

How to Register:  Be looking for information in the                              
Spring issue of Mission Voice  

 
 
 
 

Ruth Pirch and Kathy Rolen 
Mission u Co-Deans 
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  Save the Date: March 23, 2021—Day of Giving! 
 

 
 
 

 
Let us honor our foremothers by giving to the Legacy Endowment Fund to ensure 
United Methodist Women can continue serving women, children and youth around 
the world for the next 150 years.  
 
Generous donors have agreed to match gifts we receive for Day of Giving! 
 
Ways to Give 
Online: unitedmethodistwomen.org/150 
By phone: 800-278-7771 (7 am to 4 pm Central Time, Monday through Friday) 
Text: to 41444 — enter Legacy150 in the message area 
By check to  
United Methodist Women 
Attn: Development, Legacy Endowment Fund 
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor, New York, NY 10115 
Write Day of Giving in the memo section. 

 
Together, we are building our legacy! 

 
The Legacy Endowment Fund is a permanent endowment  

to support the work of future generations of United Methodist Women. 
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   Finding Justice 
 

A Prayer from the  
Poor People's Campaign 

 For Such a Time as This 
 
 
 
God of justice and truth, we lift up to you 140 million of your people who 

are being abandoned in the midst of abundance and the millions more being 
impacted by this public health crisis.  

 

Grant us the wisdom to know that plague in the Bible is not a storm       
weathered before a return to normalcy; it is a call to come together in new 

ways in order to survive, to hold the powerful responsible for unjust policies 
and lies, and to rebuild foundations of love and justice.  

 

Grant us the courage to press on as we resist the degradation of human life 
and the temptation of the powerful to profit from this pandemic.  

 

Grant us the love to do your will -- to preach good news to the poor and 
comfort to the broken and broken-hearted.  

 

May we know that we are called to make earth as it is in heaven.   
And since it is your will, may we make it so.  

Amen.  
 

The Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis, 
National Co-Chair of the Poor People's Campaign.  

 

This prayer appears in the September/October 2020 issue of UMW’s response 
magazine; Carol Barton read it to open a September 15 Zoom meeting with So-
cial Action Coordinators across the U.S.                                
 
 

Missouri Conference Social Action Coordinator Faye Abram shares it with us 
as part of the resources, prayers and advocacy for support during the COVID-19 
health crisis. 



 

Page 8  Mission Voice February 2021 

2021 Calendar  
Information subject to change due to COVID-19 and state directives on public gatherings. 

 
2021     Event       Location 
March  19-20   Mission Team/Program Committee Meetings Sedalia — Celebration Center 
March 23   Day of Giving      Online, phone or mail (see page 6) 
March 30   National Office Unit Survey Deadline  Online 
June 11-13   UMC Annual Conference    Springfield 
July  16-17   Mission u      Sedalia — Celebration Center 
August 6-7   Mission Team and Program Committee Meetings To be determined 
September 24-25  Missouri Conference Annual Meeting  Byers Ave. UMC, Joplin 
 

Communications Corner 

To subscribe to the Mission Voice for 2021, fill out the form at                               
http://tinyurl.com/2021MissionVoice. You can also use this form to update your 

email or postal mailing address. There is no charge for  an electronic subscr iption 
sent by email. The cost for a subscription sent by postal mail is $5.00 per person for 

the year. Send your name, mailing address and payment (cash or check payable to MO 
Conference UMW) to Kelly G. Loeb, 3406 Benton Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64128. 

You can also read the Mission Voice online at  
http://moumethodist.org/missionvoice  


