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Marilyn’s Message 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy holidays, everyone!  As this year is coming to an end, let us 
think of the great things God has provided.  We had a blessed 
Legislative Training Event in March, we learned how to have our 
meetings while staying socially distanced and safe, and our national 
office provided encouragement and information on how to have 
meetings on Zoom.  
 

I am happy to have Verlee Gilkerson as our 2021 Legacy Coordinator.  
Thanks to Edith Triplett for her leadership the past five years and for 
developing this program for our conference—see her note on page 2. 
 

Remember as we go through this holiday season to keep all our friends 
and family in your prayers as this year has been difficult for some.  
Remember those in facilities who have been in lockdown for several 
months while trying to keep this virus at bay and those who have lost 
loved ones. Tips for being green and safe are on pages 4 through 6.  
 

For ideas and inspiration, read about Heartland District’s first-ever 
Zoom meeting and 1st UMC Sedalia’s food drive on page 7. Our 2021 
calendar is on page 8. Please plan to attend events!  If we still have 
to do things by Zoom, we can thank God we have Communications 
Coordinator Kelly G. Loeb as our Zoom guru! 
 

Have a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.  If I can do anything 
for you, your district, or unit please let me know. 
 

 
Friend in Christ, 
Marilyn Henegar, Conference President 
rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net  
 

mailto:kellygloeb@gmail.com
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Treasurer’s Tally 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This is written at the very beginning of the Advent season.  The first candle lighted for Advent is the 
Candle of Hope.  I was listening to a Facebook Advent devotional by one of our  local pastors this 
afternoon.  He was talking about how the flame or flicker of the lighted candle is a small flame of hope – 
of Christ Jesus’ love for us and others and it is small in us and others as well.  Even though it begins as a 
small flame or flicker, it can grow to be much more robust or hefty. 
 
Many thanks to the local units who have been so faithful this year in their giving so that others might have 
hope.     
For October, we sent $11,433.06 to our national office; that brings our hope or love for others total to 
$111,857.60 so far in 2020. 
 
The important work of United Methodist Women continues each day - every penny and dollar matters to 
someone.  It’s that small flame of hope, or Christ Jesus’ love for us and others that can grow into 
something much more robust.  Give what you can, as you can, and pray God’s blessing over your giving. 
 
Let There Be Peace on Earth is one of the songs we sing at this time of year.  One of the lines in that song 
is “Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me…”; Read the lyrics or sing the song and each time 
the word “peace” is used substitute “hope” and see how you feel. 

 
   Liz Rooks 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Farewell from your outgoing Legacy Liaison. These past years have seemed to fly and this last year has 
not had the same fun-filled activities. I wish to thank the members of the Legacy Fund committee. I 
appreciate all your efforts in the promotion of the Legacy Fund. The Legacy Fund is now an endowment, 
so the promotions will be ongoing. Do continue to think of ways to fund this endowment. May God 
continue to bless our giving! As Proverbs 3:5-6 says, Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. God 
makes a way — always! 

Peace and health in the coming days, 
     Edith Triplett  
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Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what 
you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; 
they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 
much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? And why 
do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not  labor or spit. Yet I tell 
you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the 
grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe 
you — you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat? Or “What shall we drink?” or 
“What shall we wear? For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 
need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well. Therefor do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own.  

Matthew 6:25-34, New International Version 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Every year we recall and rejoice in the birth of Christ Jesus. What a joyful time to celebrate. Then, when thinking 
about the new year, I came across this prayer: 
  
Father, we surrender this past year and give it up to you. We give you our failures, our regrets, and our 
disappointments, for we have no more use for them. Make us now a new people, forgetting what lies behind and 
pressing on toward that which lies ahead. 
 
We give you all our hopes and dreams for the future. Purify them by your Spirit so that our wills  
shall truly reflect your will for us. 
 
As we stand on the threshold of another year, encourage us by our successes of the past, challenge us by the power 
of your Word, and guide us by the presence of your Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
  
With confidence in God, we can look back and look ahead, then walk boldly into a new year. The victories of the 
past give courage for the future. 
 

Forgive us, Lord, for failures past, 
Then help us start anew 

With strength and courage to obey 
And closely follow You. 

Amen. 

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all! 
Sally Jones, Spiritual Growth Coordinator  
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Show Me, Missouri Conference! 

District Details and Unit Updates 
 
The Heartland District had its first Zoom meeting on Saturday, November 7, with approximately 
50 participants, including Conference President Marilyn Henegar! Many thanks to District Com-
munications Coordinator Sue Elissawy for setting up and hosting, and Conference Communica-
tions Coordinator Kelly G. Loeb for being available for support too. We presented the 2019 cer-
tificates and the 2020 elected officers . We had a pledge service and officers’ reports . For 
our ingathering, we asked members to give to local charities in lieu of a meeting registration fee. 
Spring 2021’s meeting is planned for Pleasant Hill. This meeting was really good, and we urge 
all of you to do it—we can learn new things!  Congratulations to Jane Campbell of Christ 
Church in Independence, our 2020 District Woman in Mission! 
 
Our meeting’s guest speaker (thanks to Yvette Richards) was the Honorable Judge Lisa White 
Hardwick who went to school with Bryan Stevenson, author of Just Mercy. We had an en-
lightening discussion about wrongful incarceration of black people and how many of our mem-
bers, including our speaker,  were victims of racial discrimination. It truly was a wonderful and 
humbling program! 
 
Jana Miller 
Heartland District President 

 

 Using the Reverse Advent Calendar as  
inspiration, the 1st UMC UMW unit in Sedalia  

collected food for the Open Door Food Pantry at 
Thanksgiving. Try it in your units too  

as we lead up to Christmas! 
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2021 Calendar Update 
Information subject to change due to COVID-19 and state directives on public gatherings. 

 
2021     Event       Location 
March  19-20   Mission Team & Program Committee Meetings Conference Office, Columbia  
Spring    Spiritual Growth Retreat    To be determined 
June 11-13   UMC Annual Conference    Springfield, MO 
July 22-24   Mission u      To be determined  
August 6-7   Mission Team and Program Committee Meetings Conference Office, Columbia 
September 24-25  Missouri Conference Annual Meeting  Byers Ave. UMC, Joplin 
 
 

Communications Corner 

To subscribe to the Mission Voice for 2021, fill out the form at http://tinyurl.com/2021MissionVoice. 
There is no charge for an electronic subscription sent via email. The cost for a paper newsletter subscrip-
tion sent by postal mail is $5.00 per person. Send your name, mailing address and payment (cash or 
checks payable to MO Conference UMW) to Kelly G. Loeb, 3406 Benton Blvd., Kansas City, MO 
64128.If you received the Mission Voice by email in 2020, you do not need to renew your subscription 
unless your email or other contact information has changed.  

http://tinyurl.com/2021MissionVoice

