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Our Purpose 
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a  

community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God  

and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ;  

to develop a creative, supportive fellowship;  

and to expand concepts of mission  

through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

 Important Dates 
 

Mar 15  Registration Deadline for Conference Spiritual  

                     Growth Retreat (Columbia) 

Mar 26  Registration Deadline for Spring District Meeting 

Mar 30  Spring District Meeting at Butler 

Apr 5-6 Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat (Columbia) 

May 24  Newsletter Articles for June Issue due  

Jun 1  Nominations for District Women in Mission due to 

    Stephanie Obert 

Jun 1  Applications for Award to Mission u due to Jane  

   Baker 

Jun 7-9   Annual meeting of Missouri Conference UMC in 

   Springfield 

Jun 15  District Mission Team meeting in Stockton  

   (tentative) 

Jul 26-28 Mission u (watch for more information).  All UMW 

    members may attend! 

Aug 9-10 Conference Mission Team meeting in Columbia 

Aug 24  Newsletter Articles for September issue due 

Sep 27-28 UMW Annual Meeting in Columbia.  All UMW  

   members may attend! 

 



President 
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Jane Baker 

bjbaker513@hotmail.com 

 

Be still and know that I am God. 

[Jesus] is the way, the truth and the light. Whosoever believes 

in [him] will have everlasting life. 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. But 

sometimes I wonder what he can do through me.”  (Lyrics 

from “I Can Do All Things.”} 

Where two or more are gathered in [His] name, [Jesus] is 

there. 

Pardon my paraphrasing, but these words come to me often. They sustain me in my dai-

ly life. The first quote is often the hardest for me to follow. BE STILL! Life rushes, dead-

lines approach, responsibilities continue. I thought when I retired from working daily 

outside the home that my life would move at a much slower pace. Being STILL would be 

easy! Ha! I must make intentional time to be STILL! I am working on making more 

STILL time to listen to God! 

I find peace in the second quote, don’t you? It is the foundation of all my beliefs. Why 

didn’t I list it first? For me, only through listening to God could I know the truth. Jesus 

loves me...THIS I know! As the Easter season approaches, I hope that more people will 

come to know how much HE loves all of us. 

The biblical verse “I can do all things” incorporated into song is also a reminder that I 

must LISTEN to God. He will guide me. What does he want me to do? I admit that I 

wish I had clearer understanding of what paths HE wants me to follow. Again...I must 

BE STILL and listen. 

I KNOW Christ is with us every time I meet with other United Methodist Women! What 

a joy! HE has done some marvelous, and to many people, miraculous works through us! 

For 150 years, from the hands of our foremothers to ours, He has fed, clothed, healed, 

and filled with hope people all over the globe. Those six Massachusetts women in 1869 

did not know what God would do through them, but they stepped out in faith. They 

heeded the call.  

I hope you come help us celebrate those six women by attending the District Spring 

Meeting, March 30 in Butler. Let’s come together to offer our praise and thanks for all 

that has been done and all that will be done by UMW! I KNOW Christ will be 

there...won’t you? 
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Treasurer 

Hello Ladies, 

I hope you are all staying off the ice!  I had a friend fall and 

give herself a concussion. 

I have info about the 2019 Mission Minute.  The cost is 

$22.77 with an additional $1.50 for postage, so a total of 

$24.27.  I will have order forms available at the Spring Dis-

trict Meeting in Butler, Saturday, March 30th.  There will al-

so be a few Reading Program books available for purchase 

then.  And you will be able to pick up Gift in Memory cards 

and Gift to Mission cards as well. 

Please remember that all checks sent to the District should be made out to the Southwest 

District UMW.  

I have daffodils sprouting and have had flocks of robins in the yard, so spring can’t be too 

far off!  See you in Butler. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kitty Scarborough 

kems75@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JoAnne Weiss 

agathac@aol.com 

 

Ribbon Corsage Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Edith Triplett 

triplettedith@gmail.com 

 

Historian & Legacy  

March 23 is the National Day of Giving for the Legacy Fund. 

Please try to give in honor of a special person.  

Greetings Ladies!  I will attempt to be your Ribbon Coor-

dinator.  Please contact me if I can be any help to you.  I 

hope to see you all in Butler! 
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 Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

I found the following article "Love you more!" in a devotion from 

Woman of God, Living Loved. CTAinc.com.  I felt it covered both 

Valentine's Day and Easter.  

I have loved you with an everlasting love (Jeremiah 31:3). 

At first glance, the sign seemed a bit strange.  I was shopping for 

the perfect wedding gift when I spotted the exquisitely framed 

art.  It hung at the very top of the department store's wedding gift 

display and seemed to dwarf the gifts displayed below it.  The 

gold-leaf block letters stretched from one edge of the frame to the other, side to side and top to 

bottom.  They proclaimed, "Love you more!" I did a double take, reading again:  "Love you 

more!" 

Think about the words Love you more! in light of Jeremiah 31:3.  Who is speaking these 

words?  It's God himself!  The same God who called the entire universe into being. "Let there 

be …," he said.  And it was.  That's the one who loves you!  The same God who crafts each 

child's smile, dimples and all.  That one - that one, true God - loves you! 

God loves you with all his might.  He never started loving you.  He has loved you forever, and 

he claims you as his very own.  He will fight for you.  He will defend you.  He will comfort 

you.  All this because you belong to him.  God loves you.  Yes, you!  And he is truly the only one 

who can legitimately proclaim "Love you More!" 

God is the best, the champion, at loving.  That's because "God is love" (1 John 4:8).  God's very 

nature is love - heartfelt, powerful, genuine love.  Love is who God is!  And he alone enables us 

truly to love, to love him and to love one another.  What's more, when we fail to imitate God's 

perfect love, he forgives us - completely. 

God's greatest act of love came to earth wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manager.  Je-

sus, God's own dear Son, loved us to death - his own - even when we were sinful and totally 

unlovable.  The Bible says:  "God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). 

"Love you more!" God reminds us.  No matter what happened yesterday, regardless of what 

happens today or tomorrow, you  can be sure his infinite love will hold you close, now and for-

ever! 

 

 

Continued on page 5 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Davidson 

kdprob8@yahoo.com 

 

http://ctainc.com/
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Membership Nurture and Outreach 
Happy Spring, Ladies!  I hope you are anticipating sunshine 

and warmer weather as much as I am.  I love cozy winter days 

inside, but…enough is enough already!  I’m ready for some sun-

shine and the warmth it brings when we step outside to enjoy 

God’s beautiful creation.  In fact, you could say, I’m 

“enthusiastic” about the change of seasons.  I’d like to share 

this reading I found in a book my friend Ruth Neill gave me 

called On a Wing and a Prayer.  Maybe you have it? This is 

what one of the readings says: 

“The early disciples of Jesus were transformed into an enthusiastic, fearless crowd.  There 

can be no explanation of their change except the Spirit of God. 

“Enthusiasm is contagious. The early followers of John Wesley were called ‘enthusiasts’ 

before they were called ‘methodists.’ The meaning of the word enthusiasm is ‘to be in God.’ 

“Remember:  To discover and rediscover God’s gift of enthusiasm is a blessing in your life 

and a resource for your discipleship.  Ask God for fresh enthusiasm throughout this day.”   

And I would add that we could use that fresh enthusiasm in our units as we start this 

new year of improving life for women, children, and youth around the world. Spread the 

joy—be enthusiastic!  

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Obert 

antique@keinet.net 

 

 

"The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are 

new every morning; great is your faithfulness" (Lamentations 3:22-23). 

Pray: God my Father, your love for me is constant. It never, never, ever ends. Your for-

giveness in Jesus covers all my sins. In him, you have made me your own, dear daughter. 

I praise you for your unchangeable, steadfast love. Amen. 

God Bless and see you in Butler, MO. 

Kathy 

Continued from page 4 
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Pat Sample 

pesample@sbcglobal.net 

 

Librarian 

Other 2019 District Officers 

Vacant Positions: Vice President, Secretary, Social Action Coordinator 

(Contact Shelli Wiseman or any of the Nominations Members if interested) 

 

 

 

 

Shelli Wiseman 

shelli@insspecial.com 

 

Nominations  
Chair 

 

 

 

 

Erica Skouby 

ericaskouby@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Joan Longworth 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Neill 

jandr1@mchsi.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Tammy Roark 

roarkranch@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Joann Peck 

mjpeck_umw@aol.com 

 

Communications 
Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Janice Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

Charleen Wilkinson 

brandckwilkinson@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Bernita Taylor 

taylorfrank@mchsi.com 

 

————————————————-Nominations Members————–————————————- 
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SOUTHWEST DISTRICT UMW AWARD APPLICATION 
FOR 

MISSION u 
at Central Methodist University 

Fayette, Missouri 
       

SUBMIT to District Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation 
OR District President 

BEFORE June 1. 
 

An Award to Mission u shall include registration, food, lodging and one study 
book.  Travel shall be, if possible, with a District Officer. 
 
Check dates on the Conference Calendar for the Mission u dates. 
 
Award rules/regulations: 
 Applicants shall be a member of a local unit or a child entering kindergarten 
or older whose sponsor is a member of a local unit. 
 
 An Applicant shall send a brief biography along with answers to the follow-
ing questions: 
  1.  Why do you wish to attend Mission u? 
  2.  What study would you be interested in taking and why? 
   OR in the case of a minor child:   
  1.  Why do you wish this child to attend? 
  2.  Who will be accompanying the child? 
 
The application must be emailed or postmarked no later than June 1. 
Notification to the recipient shall be made at least two weeks prior to the Mis-
sion u registration deadline. 
 
Award Recipient shall mail the registration form to the District Treasurer prior 
to the Mission u registration deadline.  The treasurer will then mail in registra-
tion fees. 
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DISTRICT WOMAN IN MISSION OF THE YEAR 
 Nominee 

 
Must be postmarked, emailed or received by JUNE 1 

Send to Mission Coordinator for Membership Nurture and Outreach OR District President 
 
DATE_________________ 

DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP CHAIR OR PRESIDENT____________________________ 

NAME OF NOMINEE_____________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________PHONE_________________________ 

LOCAL UNIT/CHURCH____________________________________________________ 

CRITERIA FOR NOMINATION 

Each local unit may submit one nominee for the District Woman in Mission of the Year. 

Nominees should be women who are currently making a significant contribution to the organi-

zation of United Methodist women in several or all of the following areas: 

  * Recruiting new members 

  * Organizing new circles or subgroups 

  *  Leadership Development 

  * The Reading Program 

  * Social Justice Ministries 

  * The Campaign for Children 

  * 5-Channels of Undesignated Giving to Missions 

  * Creative Programming 

  * Interpretation and use of Women’s Division Resources 

 

Membership includes all that we do as women ORGANIZED for MISSION.  Each of the areas 

above are membership concerns which include the total PURPOSE of United Methodist 

Women.  While there are many other ways to serve in your local unit, the intent of this award 

is to recognize women for their service to their local unit and beyond in the areas mentioned 

above. 

 

In not more than 150 words, indicate why your unit’s nominee should be considered for the 

District Woman in Mission of the year. 

Continued on page 10 
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FOR THE DISTRICT CHAIR PERSON: 
Each District mission Team will select one nominee as the District Woman in Mission of the Year.  
Please advise your nominee of their selection for your District award and encourage her to attend 
the Annual Meeting.  Send your selection’s form to the Conference Chairperson of the Committee 
on Membership Nurture & Outreach by August 1.  Each district’s Woman in Mission of the Year 
(hopefully one from each district) will be honored at the MO Conference Annual Meeting in October. 
 
NAME OF PERSON SUBMITTING THE NOMINATION___________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________  
 
______________________________________________________________________  
 
PHONE______________________________ 

Continued from page 9 



Iantha UMW review of activities. . . . 
  
The Iantha UMW chapter charted a busy fall and winter in 2018. During October we organized and 
served a selection of food and drink for a UMW member’s moving sale. We also hosted a rummage 
sale in the old church building annex. It provided the opportunity to showcase our expanded Food Pan-
try and Clothing Closet facilities which provide a source of food and clothing items to families in need 
within the Iantha area. The facilities are open on the first and third Saturdays of the month from 9:00 
a.m. to noon. 
  
In November for our annual UMW church service, we had a presentation of flags and acknowledge-
ment for our military Veterans. Troy Leibbrand was the guest speaker, and he spoke about his mission 
trip to Albania and Costa Rica. Another UMW activity involved collecting and donating baking sup-
plies to the Moss House in Nevada, Mo. For our contribution to the celebration of the Thanksgiving 
holiday, members cooked a ham and prepared side dishes and desserts for the traditional Iantha com-
munity Thanksgiving dinner. 
  
The lesson for our December meeting was about the Six Gifts of 
Christmas, presented by Shepherdess Stephanie Obert. And want-
ing to provide joy to others during the Christmas season, our UMW 
purchased poinsettias and gifted them to 14 elderly church mem-
bers. 
  
To begin our activities for 2019, the February meeting concluded 
with making 30 Valentine ‘cheer plates’ that were distributed to 
elderly residents within the community.  
  
Lendi Davis 

Iantha 
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This Space Is Reserved for News from Your Unit! 
 

Submit your article to Joann Peck at  

mjpeck_umw@aol.com  

or 306 N Lee St, Buckner, MO 64016.   

 

We’d love to see an article from every single unit during 2019!! 
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Continued on page 13 
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Southwest District of  

Missouri United Methodist Women 

 

Joann Peck 

Communications Coordinator 

306 N Lee St 

Buckner, MO  64016 


