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 President - Mary Hodge 

As the 150th year of mission work draws to a close and we prepare for a new year, 
there are a few words I would like to share with you. First, thanks for all the things you 
have done to make someone else’s life a little better. Second, I know some units feel 
they cannot continue as part of our district. That saddens me and I hope they will 
discover they can participate in the district activities. I am sure that arrangements can 
be made. As Sisters in Christ we need each other. I want to personally thank each one 
who stepped up and covered my responsibilities following my two surgeries in the early 
months of 2019.I suppose I am technically in my Terra Cotta years defined by my 
Mother on her 80th birthday, “I’m like my flower pots, I chip, crack, and crumble.”  

A special thank you to my sister-in-law Sue Groves, and special sisters in Christ, Shirley 
Rundel and Connie Daughtrey for helping Sue cover my responsibilities. 

Our Fall meeting held in Bolivar, was a great experience. Our speaker, Mrs. Teresa 
Parson, First Lady of Missouri, shared about her family’s life in the Governor’s Mansion 
and some of the new programs, directed toward helping young people have a better 
opportunity by developing better life skills and job related skills. 

As the days shorten and the temperature chills the air, and colors cover the hills; I pray 
that your fruitful service will be filled with joy. Thank you again for all the ways you have 
blessed my life and the work of the Ozarks District UMW. 

Nominations - Shirley Rundel 

Update of the 2020 Mission Team elected  at our Fall Meeting. 
Sue Groves, President 
Susye Dodsworth, Vice President 
Linda Steinke, Secretary 
Connie Daughtrey, Treasurer 



Linda Presley, Spiritual Growth 
Chris Hopkins, Education and Interpretation  
Fran McDaniel, Program Resources  
Marie Taylor, Communications 
Janet Beeler, Social Action 
Ruth Spargo,  Membership Nurture and Outreach 
Pat Freeman, Ribbons 
Connie Gabbert, Green Team  
Eleanor Marcott, Historian  
Nominations  Shirley Rundel,  Mary Hodge, Barbara 
Trump, Nell Peevy 
 
Ladies of Ozarks District we need to pray, pray and pray and invite women to become a 
part of this  great Organizations that for 150 years have been in Mission all over the 
World helping Women, Youth, and Children.  With just six women who begin this in 
1869, WE CANNOT LET THIS WORK FALL BY THE WAYSIDE.  
 
We had a good meeting Saturday the 26th  with Mrs. Teresa Parson sharing her life as 
a christian and all the ways she has worked to help make a difference in people’s lives.  
 
I love being a part of the UMW and working to help others in whatever way I can.  
God Bless all of You.          Shirley 
 
 

 
 

   Teresa Parson, First Lady of Missouri   
 
 



Green Team - Connie Gabbert 
 
God created our precious earth and we are to be God’s hands by taking care of the 
plants, animals and oceans (Proverbs 30: 24-31). One of the biggest problems facing 
our planet today is “Plastic”. It abounds everywhere throughout the world.  In fact, 
virtually half of the plastic ever manufactured has been made in the past 15 years. 
One-time use is a big issue, as a plastic bag or packaging of a product lasts 15 minutes 
before it is discarded. Unfortunately, not only is it filling up our landfills, but now because 
of poor waste management worldwide much of it is ending up in the oceans, littering 
beaches and taking a toll on marine life.  Animals, birds and fish are dying due to 
entanglement, suffocation, and ingestion.  There are six ways to help reduce plastic 
waste: give up plastic bags (take reusable ones), skip straws (US tosses away 500 
million each day), pass up plastic bottles (invest in a refillable bottle), avoid plastic 
packaging (buy in bulk), recycle what you can (US only recycles 9%), don’t litter! 

Spiritual  Growth - Susye Dodsworth      
I hope that you were one of the attendees at our recent Fall District Meeting in Bolivar. 
Our speaker was our Governor’s wife, Teresa Parson.  She gave us a very interesting 
laid-back informal talk about being the first lady of Missouri and the challenges she 
faces each day.  You could also tell that she is a strong Christian woman.  It was well 
worth the trip to hear her. 

 As I write this article is it Halloween.  The weather here at my home is 39, with a wind 
chill of 31.  No, I’m not ready for this cold!  I have looked forward to Fall and watched 
the wonders of the changing leaves with the oranges, golds and bright reds.  God is 
certainly an artist!  Thanksgiving and Christmas are right around the corner.  I hope you 
will take some time to give thanks to our Savior for the many blessings he has given 
you. 

 This will be my last article as your Spiritual Growth Chairman.  I will move to another 
position next year.  I thank you for all the positive responses to my Devotions and to my 
Memorial Services.  It has certainly been my honor and pleasure to present them for 
you.  My prayer each day is that God will guide and direct each of us in the path that he 
would have us go.  



 The answers to the Bible Trivia in the August Newsletter are (1) Eliezer of Damascus 
(Genesis 15:2-3); (2) King Saul (1 Samuel 31:8-13; (3) Isaiah (Isaiah 3:19); and (4) The! 

 
Membership Nurture and Outreach- Ruth Spargo 

 It’s not too early to start planning to attend the 2020 Legislative Training 
Event in Jefferson City, March 10 and 11!  The scriptural theme is “The 
Year of the Lord’s Favor,” Isaiah 61:1 “…the LORD has anointed me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners, to proclaim 
the year of the LORD’s favor…”The focus for workshops and speakers will 
be the “school to prison pipeline.” Exciting opportunities are a two-hour tour 
of the Missouri State Penitentiary and also a tour of the Capitol. 

More details and registration information will be coming! 

Congratulations to our 2019 Ozarks District Woman in Mission, Karen 
Porter from the Rolla First United Methodist Women.  Excerpts from the 
letter nominating her are these: 

She’s served for over fifty years holding offices, 
attending Spiritual Growth Retreats, Schools of Mission 
and Legislative Events. She’s held these offices: at the 
local level, President, Vice-president, Secretary, 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator and Nominations 
Chair and on District and Conference levels President 
and Communications Coordinator. Karen was one of 
the original organizers for the first Legislative Event in Missouri. 

“Karen Porter’s lifetime dedication and selfless service embraces the full 
spectrum of our purpose statement as United Methodist Women and she is 
truly deserving of recognition as District Woman in Mission.” 

Ruth Spargo 
 



Program Resources - Fran McDaniel 
 
Hi, all!  I am Fran McDaniel, from Rolla and I am assuming the District 
Program Resources position from Dee Carr.   I look forward to being able 
to serve the resource needs of Ozark District units as best I can in the 
coming year.  If you have not ordered your 2020 prayer book or 2019-20 
program books yet, it will be more expeditious for you to order them directly 
at this point. https://www.umwmissionresources.org  
 
For all the readers out there, the 2020 Reading Program catalog is now 
available for you to download and share with your unit!    You may access it 
here: http://online.fliphtml5.com/eiek/orsk/  I will order a selection for our 
District lending library which will be available along with our District 
library by the January 11th officer training event and of course, other 
District meetings.  If you have any selection requests or book reports, 
please send them to me by email:  mcdaniel.fran@gmail.com  or text at 
(573)465-3469.  As the weather chills, I hope you can enjoy curling up with 
a good book!  
 
In Him,  Fran 
 

 
      Barb Trump              Teresa Parson 
 
 

https://www.umwmissionresources.org/
http://online.fliphtml5.com/eiek/orsk/


Vice President - Sue Groves 

Hope you are finishing up this year’s programs.  Remember you need to 
have two from the 2019 program book and have participated in the “Call to 
Prayer and Self-Denial” program.  These are Mission Today Criteria that 
you are responsible to have accomplished. 
It has been a pleasure to work with you this year.  Please remember that 
training is January 11, 2020 with weather date of January 18.   Hope to see 
you there if you continue or your replacement. 
 

 

Treasurer - Connie Daughtrey 

It’s time for the Treasurers of Ozarks District to think “End of Year”. We need to be planning for                   
that last remittance of 2019 – which is due to me by December 10. That’s the last time I can                    
accept monies in order to get them to Conference in time to be received by our National office to                   
be counted for this year. 

If there are circumstances which will prevent you from getting your money to me by that date,                 
please let me know very soon. Thank you. 

At the recent Fall Meeting, the 2020 budget* for our District was presented. This budget was                
first presented to the Conference Finance Committee in Columbia in August. The amount of our               
quarterly A&MD operating check is based on the totals of the budgets for each District. Our                
A&MD check from Conference will be $1000 quarterly – that amount has been steadily              
decreasing for several years due to the financial conditions of many Districts. Our District,              
however, has weathered the financial climate. We are, though, dependent upon each of our units               
sending in their annual pledges. Pledge Cards were collected in the Pledge Service at the recent                
Fall Meeting. If your unit was not in attendance, or did not submit your pledge at that meeting, I                   
will be contacting you soon for your 2020 pledge. That is what the budget for the District is                  
based upon, so we will need a commitment from each unit. If circumstances change within your                
unit during the year and you need to adjust your budget, let me know. Thanks. 



I appreciate the cooperation of the Unit Treasurers of Ozarks District, and I always look forward                
to hearing from you. Please feel free to call with any questions or concerns. 

*If you’d like a copy of our District Budget, just let me know. 

 

 

Fall Meeting, Bolivar United Methodist Church 

 

 

Social Action - Janet Beeler  

  FOUR SOCIAL ACTION CAMPAIGNS  FROM NATIONAL UMW. 

    Please consider talking about these in your UMW Unit. They all would make a great 
program. 

1. Just Energy for ALL (Climate Justice)    Organize our 3rd letter writing campaign to 
urge Chevron to join other oil and gas companies is reducing their methane emissions 
and supporting sound regulations 

2. Inter the School-to-Prison Pipeline: Criminalization of Communities of Color and 
Mass Incarceration. Do a deep dive into scripture and the school-to-prison pipeline 
wuing the Bible study found at   unitedmethodistwomen.org.  

http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/


Contact Emily Jones at ejones@unitedmethodistwomen.org. 

3. A Living Wage for ALL: Economic InequalityJoin the UMW campaign to urge 
members of Congress to support the bipartisan FAMILY ACT and medical leave for all.  

Contact Carol Barton, charton@unitedmethdistwomen.org 

4. End Maternal Mortality: Maternal and Child Health  Find a local maternal and child 
health advocacy group, explore ways to establish and support maternal mortality 
review.  

Contact Katie Pryor, kpryor@unitedmethodistwomen.org 

Hope this will give you food for thought and ideas for programs.  Also remember to 
promote The Legislative Event being held next year. More about that later, but be 
watching, listening and making plans to attend. 

Education & Interpretation - Chris Hopkins 

The Mission Study “Women United for Change 150 Years in Mission” was held at 
Asbury UMC on August 24, 2019 led by Ms. Nancy Kincaid. The ladies enjoyed the 
presentation and went away with a renewed sense of How we Got Where we are 
Today and the inspiration and conviction of our foremothers response to mission 
for and with those around us. 

The 2019 Mission Today Criteria is in the Ozarks District Directory and on the 
Missouri Conference website. There is still time to address and complete items 
within your unit. We are in hopes all units will make and meet its Pledge to 
Mission this year (item#*4) to continue the mission efforts needed in your 
Community, District, State, Country and the World. 

Hope everyone celebrated in their units a 150 Birthday Party. Been a fun filled 
year! 

Just a reminder to send your 2019 Mission Today Criteria to me by the end of this 
year.  Thank You for all you do in and for United Methodist Women. 

Ms. Chris M. Hopkins, contact for Education & Interpretation 
kcka_65785@yahoo.com 

 
 

mailto:kpryor@unitedmethodistwomen.org
mailto:kcka_65785@yahoo.com

