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Happy Birthday United Methodist Women!  

This March we will be 150 years old, and we have had a 

wonderful time. Please consider hosting a birthday party 

in your church, serving cake/cupcakes etc., decorate with 

what your local unit has done since your church started its 

unit.  There are lots of great ideas on our National website 

as well. If you would like a skit or a game to use in your 

celebration you will find those attached separately to your 

email with this newsletter. 

We are expecting another great Spring Event with a Social 

Action Study—The Mission Conferences of the United 

States in the United Methodist Church.  It will be led by 

Rachel Bockenburg on Saturday, April13. This will be a 4-

hour study and count on your Mission Today Criteria for 

Mission Study. Lunch will be served by the women of 

Cameron UMW. You won’t want to miss this event so put 

it on your calendars now! Registration forms will be 

coming in the mail to your local Presidents. 

I hope you are planning to host at least one Women’s 

event in your church this year. There are so many things 

you can do and there are lots of ideas on line to help you. 

Your District Leadership Team is always available for 

ideas to help with programing and can also come to help in whatever capacity you may need. I spoke 

at several church programs last year and have other officers willing to come and speak as well. Give 

us a call. 

Your new 2019 Northwest Directory will be coming in a separate email. It is a larger file and needs 

to be sent separately.  This helps you in downloading it to your device as well as being able to print 

out only the select pages you want and need and not the whole thing.  It costs approximately $15 

per directory to mail so the district can no longer do this.  Please find someone in your church, family 

or Office store that can download and print this if you want a printed copy. All print stores can take it 
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from your email and print it for you if needed with all the security necessary. I have included in this 

email the calendar (but always check the newsletters for date changes as sometimes happens) and 

the Leadership Contact list. 

PLEASE READ the ENTIRE NEWSLETTERS, I have found that articles covering many questions I 

have been asked are in the newsletters. These are put out to help you in answering questions, 

planning programs, and knowing what is current in United Methodist Women. Thanks to Kathryn 

Smith in creating these wonderful newsletters!!!  If you have news you would like to share or events 

you would like to let the rest of the district know about please send them to Kathryn by email, mail 

or phone and she will publish them. 

Here’s to our 150th Birthday and a blessed 2019, 

Verlee Gilkerson, Northwest District United Methodist Women’s President 

vgilkerson@gmail.com     

 
 

********************************************* 
 

LETTER “FROM” THE EDITOR 
 

As President, Verlee Gilkerson, mentioned in her article above, this is the 150th Anniversary of the 
founding of United Methodist Women.  Although not included in the newsletter, I am attaching several 
documents to the email which give some great ideas for celebrating.  

• #1 “A Legacy Carol” skit based on “A Christmas Carol” with ghosts of Legacy Past, Present 
and Future and written by Christi Campos, whom some of you may remember. 
 

• #2 and #3 are Legacy Fund Trivia and Answers. 
 

• #4 Happy 150th Anniversary has lots of suggestions for celebrations.  
 
The Conference is sponsoring a Spiritual Growth Retreat on April 5-6 at Community UMC in 
Columbia.  

• Attachment #5 is the registration form and hotel information for that event.  Deadline for 
registration is March 15. 

 
The Northwest District Spring Event:  Mission Study on “Mission Conferences of the United 
Methodist Church” will be April 13 at Cameron.  See Verlee’s article for more information.  We will 
be sending out the registration form for that event in a separate email later. 
 
The District Directory will also be emailed soon.  It has information containing contact information for 
Conference, District and Local Officers as well as Constitution, By-Laws and Standing Rules.  It also 
has the forms for Mission Today Criteria and Mai Gray Report.   

******************************************************** 
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DISTRICT LEADERSHIP NEEDED NOW 

On a serious note: We must elect all new officers for 2020!!! Everyone on the 

elected list will be tenured out at the end of this year 2019. Unfortunately, we 

have no one who has volunteered to hold the positions of President, 

Secretary, Treasurer and Nominations Chairperson as well as needing 3 

Nominations Committee Members.  

What does this mean for the future of our District?  Without the help of you 

and your local units we cannot continue as a district.  We must fill these 

positions by July 31st .  This date is the cut-off for our budgets to Conference, signing new officers 

up for District Officer Training in September and the election/installation in October. If you or any of 

your members would be interested in learning more about the positions and benefits of being a 

Northwest District Leader call the corresponding officer on you contact list to learn more. PLEASE 

spread the word that ALL these positions need to be filled now. You can contact our current 

Nominations Chair, Thelma Wyrick at 816-947-4146 or 816-899-8064. 

How will you know what to do and how will you get training?  There is a Conference led District 

Officer Training, at the Annual Fall Meeting, September 5th & 6th in Columbia.  Your expenses will 

be paid to attend this event. You will also get all the training and assistance for that first year in office 

from the outgoing leader you would need to get the duties done.  

I have been enjoying my now starting 5th year as President but must step down as I have more than 

filled my term and tenure. I have traveled and enjoyed meeting people and attending events (paid 

by Conference) that I would never have had the opportunity to do as just a local unit leader. Most 

events and travel are covered by the District or Conference expense reports. I would love to talk to 

anyone interested in this position on the phone or email. You may not have ever considered being a 

District Leader but it is one worth prayerfully considering. 

 

 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BY-LAWS 
 

Banks are requiring the District when opening a new account to show how we are connected to the 
Missouri Conference, so we can use their EIN number. The District does not have its own EIN 
number but uses the Conference when banking.  
As District treasurer I am calling for us to add the underlined to the Standing Rules to the bylaws at 
the spring meeting. 
 
This is to be added to Article III Section 2 Treasurer "l" 
The treasurer is authorized to open bank account in the name of Northwest District United Methodist 
Women under the Missouri Conference EIN number. Treasurer shall ensure that there are four 
signatures on the checking account (President, Secretary, Treasurer and Chair of Nomination 
Committee). 
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DISTRICT TREASURER – LINDA GAIL SMITH 

 
Wow!!!  What can I say about the weekend of training in Phoenix the first weekend of February.  It 
was for treasurers and other district officers from around the country. The worship was led by 
Amanda, and was so energizing and inspiring.  
 
The first training was on the special session of the General Conference of the United Methodist 
Church to be held Feb 23-26 in St. Louis.  It will address the topic of human sexuality and the church 
structure. There are three major plan which will be discussed.   This will be important in 2020 General 
Conference. There is so much more about this.  If you are concerned you need to talk to your pastor 
or go to the website for more information about the special session. UMW has asked for prayer 
because this could also mean changes for UMW.  
   
My next training sessions was for treasurers.  We went over the material for doing my job.  We 

discussed how the Book of Discipline supports the UMW and the importance of UMW mission 

money. It is also important to follow the UMW handbook which can be downloaded for free.  National 

is emphasizing that they support what we do in local mission.   It is important that when a woman 

gives money that it goes where she designates and that we are clear about the mission we are 

planning to give the money to support both local and National.  I have more information and this is 

where a prayer calendar can come in handy. There is so much more our spending and about getting 

material from service center. If you need anything call me or send an email.  I continue to monitor 

the outlook email but please send emails to the new Gmail. I look forward to visiting with all the UMW 

ladies at our spring event.   

The District will need a new treasurer next year. So, if God is calling you than fill out a talent blank 

before July 1st for the nominating committee. 

Linda Gail Smith 
 
 
monorthwestumw@gmail.com 

  

Dear UMW Members                                                     District Librarian 

Hope your units have enjoyed reading during this rather, long cold winter!   

A reminder . . . to please send me your units name if you have been reading.  I need them to present 
the reading certificates at the Spring Meeting.  I have received several names already.  Thank you!! 

Dixie Wilhoit – Librarian     
NW District UMW 
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NORTHWEST DISTRICT, UMW 

TREASURER 
Linda Gail Smith 

 
 
 
 

northwestumw@gmail.com 
 

Statement of Financial Condition 

 

 Date: 

 

Missions Funds to be Remitted:  $ 450.00* 

 

A & M D Fund Balance   $ 618.69  

       

 Computer Fund     $  142.06 

 Library Fund      $   191.68 

  

 A& M D Expenses     $ 47.57 opening account 

 

 Available for budget     

 

Checking account balance:  $1398.43     

 

2019 Pledge to Missouri Conference   $20000.00 

2019 Pledge Received           200.00 

 

Not all Mission Funds received go to Pledge.  
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2019 District Officers and Committees 

 

OFFICE NAME ADDRESS CITY/STATE PHONE EMAIL 

President Virlee 
Gilkerson   

 vgilkerson@gmail.com 

Secretary Debbie 
DeFreece   

 ddefreece527@gmail.com 

Newsletter 
Chairperson 

Kathryn Smith 
  

 kickylousmith@aol.com 

Treasurer 
Linda Gail 
Smith 

  
 monorthwestumw@gmail.com 

Mission  
Chairperson Julie Freeman 

  
 jmgfree@yahoo.com 

Spiritual 
Growth 
Chairperson 

Mary Ellen 
Jensen 

  
 maryellen_ jnsn@yahoo.com 

Reading 
Program 
Chair 

Dixie Wilhoit 
  

   

Mission 
Ribbon 
Chairperson 

 
Donella Jobst 

  
  

Nominations 
Thelma Wyrick 

  
 wyrick@stjoelive.com 

 
Nominations Terry Pierce 

  
 Tgpierce8591@gmail.com 
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United Methodist Women District/Conference 2019  

150th Anniversary Dates 

Date Event Where Comments 

Feb 23 – 26 General Conference St. Louis  

March 15 -16 Mission Team Meeting Columbia  

March 23 @ 9 a.m 
District Leadership 
Team Meeting 

Cameron UMC 
District Event Registration goes out! 
(Dist. Woman of Year Forms) 

April 5-6 
Spiritual Growth 
Retreat 

Community UMC, 
Columbia 

 

April 13th 

District Mission Study 
Event: 
Mission Conferences 
of the United 
Methodist Church 

Cameron UMC 
Registration 9 A.M Program starts at 
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

May 31 
Deadline for District 
Newsletter Articles 

  

May 31 
Deadline for Submission of Woman of the 
Year Forms to District Mission Chairman 

 

June 1   @ 9 a.m.   
District Leadership 
Team Meeting 

  

June 7-9  Annual Meeting UMC  Springfield  

July 25-28 Mission u Fayette  

July 30 

Final Date for All 2020 District Leaders to 
be submitted for approval for the 

continuation of our Northwest District 
UMW!!!! 

 

August 9-10 Mission Team Meeting Columbia  

August 17th @ 9 a.m 
District Leadership 
Meeting 

 
District Newsletter Article Deadline 

September 27-28 
UMW Annual 
Meeting/Officer’s 
Training 

Community UMC, 
3301 W. 
Broadway, 
Columbia, MO 

Hosts Districts:  Heartland, Mark Twain 
and Northwest 

October 5 
Annual Fall District 
Meeting 

InterServe 
1412 N. 3rd Street 
St. Joseph, Mo 

9 a.m Registration 

9:30 Programs Start 

November 2th @ 
11:00 a.m. 

District Leadership 
Team Planning 
Meeting 

San Jose Steak 
House, 4015 S. 
Belt Hwy, St. 
Joseph, MO 
64503 

All leaders both 2019 and 2020 need to 
attend this meeting. 
 

 


