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Marilyn’s Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy holidays to everyone!  2019 is coming to a close and Missouri Conference United 
Methodist Women have made a difference! I was blessed to visit some district meetings, where it 
was so exciting to see God's work around the Conference through our local units.  Thanks to each 
of you and I hope to visit more next year.    
 
We started the year with a great spiritual growth retreat in March, followed by the Walk for 
Mission at Annual Conference in June, then Mission u in July.  September  brought us the 
Annual Meeting in Columbia, where we recognized our  2019 Women in Mission, including 
Linda Evans of Kidder  UMC in the Nor thwest Distr ict. Our  Conference Mission Team 
purposefully and proudly planned these meaningful events.  Speaking of the Mission Team, we 
have some ending their time on the team and new teammates joining us. We wholeheartedly thank 
them all for their leadership and love. See page 2 for the 2020 Mission Team roster.  
 
2020 has a lovely list of laudable activities: this issue of Mission Voice has all the details! I hope 
you will be able to participate in the Leadership Training Event and South Central Jurisdiction 
Quadrennial Event. Scholarships are available; see the applications on pages 12 and 14.   
 
Check out highlights from the 2020 Reading Program on pages 5 and 6. For more details, including 
all the books you can read, the tracking form and certificate of completion, see the whole catalog at 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/Media/PDF/2020ReadingProgramCatalog.pdf.  
 
Show off to the Show Me State what your district has happening on our conference Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.com/groups/MOUMW.  Communications Coordinator Kelly G. Loeb can 
help you with this; contact her at kellygloeb@gmail.com. I enjoy seeing God’s work in action!  
 
Have a blessed holiday and I wish you all the best in 2020.  If I can be of any help to your district 
or local unit, please contact me.  I would enjoy getting to visit you! 

 
Friend in Christ,  
Marilyn Henegar, Conference President  
rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/Media/PDF/2020ReadingProgramCatalog.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MOUMW
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Treasurer’s Tally 

    
As you are reading this article, December is half over and 2019 is wrapping up.  This is a 
good time to review what Missouri Conference UMW has done in the way of giving to 
support the work of UMW through November 2019. 
 

Our total pledge of giving for 2019 is $215,652.50.  
Our giving to date is $157,812.20, meaning we are at 73% of our pledge. 

 
If you are a local unit member and still have money to give, please do so ASAP so your lo-
cal treasurer can submit it to your district treasurer and your district treasurer can forward it 
to me.   
 
The Bible reminds us numerous times we are to give with a joyful heart or spirit and that 
we should not be concerned about the size or amount of our giving.  
 
May the message and meaning of the Christmas season rest upon your heart. 
        Liz Rooks 
        Conference Treasurer 

Membership Nurture & Outreach 
 

What to Know from MN&O:  Speaking of tallies, December is here and that means 
it’s time to start thinking about the annual UMW Census. Local unit presidents, you 
can enter your information online at https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/
SPageNavigator/Census_2019.html  (scroll down on the page until you get to the 
census questions). The deadline to submit your answers is Monday, March 30, 2020.  

I understand that some UMW members may not be able to access the census form 
online, so I am creating a paper form you can fill out and return to your district 
MN&O officer—stay tuned for it in early 2020. We want to boost our unit reporting 
numbers for  2020. West Nor th Carolina Conference has had the highest repor t-
ing numbers for the last two years — how about we here in the Show Me State show 
them a challenge? 

Thank you and God bless,  
Elizabeth Pooh Mack 

 

https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/Census_2019.html
https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/Census_2019.html
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Experiencing Hope 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for  affording me the pr ivilege of serving on the conference team for  the past four  years. It has 
truly been an honor and I will cherish each of you for your encouragement and friendship. Only God knows what 
the future may bring. Our challenge in our Christian journey is to live as faithfully as we can, loving God and 
neighbor after Jesus’ example (being willing to struggle with questions about what exactly that may mean in the 
time at hand). As I express my thanks for the time we have had together, I also pray that in the coming seasons of 
this world’s life you continue in your faithfulness.   

 
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  

Hebrews 11:1 
 
We are living in a time when we must stretch toward unseen realities that await us to truly believe in the sub-
stance of the invisible.  
 
There appears to be so much turmoil all over the world, in our nation, even in our churches. Yet we can stretch 
toward the knowledge that God sent us His son. They called Him Jesus. We did not see Him, but as believers we 
know He walked this earth and now lives within us. God gave everything to us and for us because He loved us 
and loves us still. We were designed to be just as giving and loving.   
 
Acts 20:35 says that it is more blessed to give than to receive. Dur ing the holiday season, as we get the focus 
off of ourselves, see the needs around us and give unselfishly to others, we can experience joy and contentment. It 
is what I call a win-win. We help others and in turn, our physical and mental health are helped. So give, and give 
generously.  Just remember to keep giving all year, not just during this blessed season of Christ.  
 
I’m going to hope for family health and safe trips...for an opportunity to help someone...for world peace.  
 

What is your hope?  
 

Heavenly father, we can see the progress of Mary and Joseph as they journeyed toward the most blessed event 
in the history of the world. Now, as once more we approach the day of your son’s birth, help us feel the         

holiness of this time. Help us honor the spirit of your wondrous gift to us in Bethlehem by giving to others. 
Help us to experience hope. Help us to experience love. In Jesus' name. Amen.    

 
 

 
Brenda Smith-Keene 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
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Find Reading Program book titles and additional helpful tools at 
 https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/Media/PDF/2020ReadingProgramCatalog.pdf 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/Media/PDF/2020ReadingProgramCatalog.pdf
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https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/Media/PDF/2020ReadingProgramCatalog.pdf
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Social Action 
Let’s Make 2020 The Year of the Lord’s Favor 

 
That’s the theme of the 2020 Legislative Training Event 

 
Tuesday, March 10, 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

 & Wednesday, March 11, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 

Wesley United Methodist Church 
2727 Wesley St., Jefferson City, MO 65109 

 
 
Our Keynote Speaker is JEANETTE MOTT OXFORD, the Execu-
tive Director of Empower Missouri (former ly Missouri Associa-
tion for Social Welfare), a 100+-year-old citizen organization that advocates for the well-being of 
all Missourians through civic leadership, education, and research.  
 
Jeanette Mott Oxford was State Representative for a portion of the city of St. Louis from 2005-
2012. Oxford has also been an advocate, educator, writer, and organizer on issues of poverty, 
health, housing, racism, human rights, equality, and campaign finance reform in Illinois, 
Kansas, and Missouri since 1983. She was executive director of Reform Organization of Welfare 
(ROWEL), a statewide anti-poverty organization, from 1991-2000 and founded the Coalition 
against Public Funding for Stadiums when use of tax dollars was proposed for a new Cardinals’ 
ballpark in 2001. That grassroots effort saved taxpayers more than $200 million and contributed 
significantly to a national trend away from publicly funded sports projects. 
 
Oxford graduated with high honors from Southern Illinois University-Carbondale in 1986 with a 
B.A. in Religious Studies. She earned a Master of Divinity from Eden Theological Seminary 
(1989), where she received a Niebuhr scholarship. Eden Theological Seminary also presented an 
honorary doctorate in humane letters to Oxford in 2010. 
 
Empower Missouri, under the leadership of Oxford, affected the passage of five important pieces 
of criminal justice reform legislation in 2019: 1) a bill that reforms the debtors’ prison policies of 
some municipal jails; 2) a bill with mandatory prison time reform language that is projected to 
reduce the prison population by 100s; 3) a bill that adds new categories of crimes for which ex-
pungement is possible; 4) a bill that improves access to Medicaid for citizens retuning from 
jail or prison; and 5) a bill that creates community alternatives to incarceration for addicted 
veterans.  Other successful legislative advocacy work has included effor ts to modernize HIV 
policies and to secure safe, affordable, accessible housing; as well as effor ts to block bills 
that would negatively affect food security, families on TANF, and result in the loss of Medi-
caid for many women, children, and youth all across Missour i. 
 
For those UMW members returning for the 2020 LTE, you will recall that Oxford led the infor-

mation-packed Legislative Update and Hot Topics forum at the MO Conference of United Meth-

odist Women’s 2018 Legislative Training Event.  

Faye Abram, Mission Coordinator for Social Action 

Jeanette Mott Oxford 
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Contact Liz Rooks at  
rookselizabeth@gmail.com  

for her mailing address 

mailto:rookselizabeth@gmail.com
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Contact Karla Lowe-Phelps  
at klowephelps@gmail.com for her mailing address 

mailto:klowephelps@gmail.com
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Contact Marilyn via email at  
rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net  
for her mailing address 

mailto:rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net
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Contact Marilyn via email at 
rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net  
for her mailing address 

mailto:rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net


December 2019 Mission Voice      Page  15 

 

 

 

Contact Kelly via email at kellygloeb@gmail.com  
regarding her mailing address for postal subscriptions 

mailto:kellygloeb@gmail.com
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January 10 Legislative Training Event Scholarship Application Deadline 

January 31 Legislative Training Event Early Registration Deadline   
and South Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial Event Scholarship Application Deadline 

 
February 1 Legislative Training Event Hotel Reservation Deadline 

February 21 Legislative Training Event Late Registration Deadline  

February 25 South Central Jur isdiction Quadrennial Event Final Registration Deadline 

March 10-11 Legislative Training Event, Wesley UMC, Jefferson City, MO  

March 20-21 Conference Mission Team Meeting, Columbia, MO 

March 26-29 South Central Jur isdiction Quadrennial Event, Little Rock, AR  

March 30 Census Submission Deadline  

June 5-7 UMC Annual Conference  

July 24-26 Mission u, Central Methodist University, Fayette, MO  

September 25-26 MO Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Kimber ling City, MO  
(Host Districts: Southwest, Ozarks and Mid-State) 

 


