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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

ABOUT THE COVER
Rev. Cody Collier, 
Bishop Bob Farr, 

Susan Farr and Brian 
Hammons enjoy the 

moment at South 
Central Jurisdictional 
Conference when it is 

announced that Bishop 
Farr will be returning to 

Missouri. 

Fred Koenig, 
Editor

Fred Koenig, Editor
Missouri Conference Publications

A DIVERSE COLLEGE OF BISHOPS
If a racist, sexist delegate walked into the South Central 
Jurisdictional Conference session in November, he would 
have been in a real pickle. To have his ballot count, he would 
have to vote for three people for bishop, and of the seven 
candidates, there was only one White guy among them. 
What a dilemma. 

The delegates were applauded for electing diverse candidates, 
which was almost a given. However, we should also applaud 
every candidate who put themselves forward during these 
turbulent times, whether they were elected or not. 

Great Plains Bishop Rueben Saenz gave an episcopal address (see page 18) in which he 
mentioned that by 2050, the U.S. will be a majority non-White population. Had Missouri’s 
own Rev. David Gilmore been elected instead of Rev. Laura Merrill, the South Central 
Jurisdiction would have had a majority non-White college of bishops in 2022. 

I was near Rev. David Gilmore when the first vote was announced. To see the room erupt 
in applause and a standing ovation for the immediate election of three candidates when you 
came in fourth has to be tough. Yet, he handled that moment with a grace and poise that 
bordered on the supernatural. I hope I never find myself sitting across a poker table from the 
guy with my money on the table because he doesn’t give up much. 

During a candidate introduction the night before the conference session started, then Rev. 
David Wilson mentioned one of his spiritual gifts as being a quiet, calm presence. I’m all for 
that, and it’s usually what I aim for myself, even if I don’t always pull off the calm part. But 
you may have noticed leading up to the U.S. mid-term election on November 8, quiet and 
calm aren’t typically words associated with candidates getting people excited about rallying 
behind them. I’m hopeful for the Church when I see its elections compared to governmental 
elections, and we do appear more Christlike than society at large. 

Of the Davids, Wilson had one big advantage over Gilmore going in: time. This was Bishop 
Wilson’s third run at it, so he’s been out there as an episcopal candidate for more than 10 
years. I’ve known David Gilmore for more than 10 years, but more so in the past six months. 
Although I liked him immediately, he is someone whom the more you get to know, the more 
you like him. I believe he wasn’t at the top of the list when they counted the votes because 
enough delegates hadn’t had an opportunity to get to know him. Most of his interviews 
in this process were via Zoom, and you just can’t get to know someone as well through a 
computer screen. 

Don’t tell him I said this, but selfishly, I’m glad that Rev. Gilmore wasn’t elected. I’m 
confident he would make an outstanding bishop, but we can benefit from his leadership here 
in Missouri. Had he been elected, he would have had to go somewhere like Texas. Score one 
for Missouri with him coming back to play on the home team. 

The Missouri Annual 
Conference is located 

on the homeland of 
a diversity of Native 
American nations. 
These nations had 
a significant role in 

shaping the landscape, 
and they continue a 

sacred relationship with 
the lands on which our 
local churches and our 
Conference facilities 

are located. We commit 
to honor this distinctive 

cultural heritage in 
our fulfillment of 

the Missouri Annual 
Conference Mission, 

Vision and Values.
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MISSION Making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.

VISION The Missouri Conference will 
relentlessly lead our churches to become 
outwardly focused and spiritually centered 
Christ followers.
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Matthew 1:20-23 The Message
While he was trying to figure a way out, he had 
a dream. God’s angel spoke in the dream: “Joseph, 
son of David, don’t hesitate to get married. Mary’s 
pregnancy is Spirit-conceived. God’s Holy Spirit 
has made her pregnant. She will bring a son to 
birth, and when she does, you, Joseph, will name 
him Jesus —‘ God saves’ — because he will save 
his people from their sins.” This would bring the 
prophet’s embryonic revelation to full term:

Watch for this — a virgin will get pregnant 
and bear a son; They will name him Immanuel 
(Hebrew for “God is with us”).

This week I signed my name again to what seems 
to be the 20,000th document over my time as 
bishop. It is such a simple thing, and it seems so 
easy. What’s in a name anyway? The first blank of 
a birth certificate and almost every other form or 
application asks for our names.

What’s in a name? My parents chose “Robert 
Dean Farr” for mine. I had no say in the name 
I would carry with me for the rest of my life. 
Why Robert Dean Farr? Well, I suppose my 
parents were carrying on a tradition from both 
sides of our family tree. My grandfathers on 
both sides of the family were named Robert. 
They had different personalities and lived very 
different lives. For years I received mail for 
them long after they were gone. Both were 
nicknamed “Bob.” So, when I was growing up, 

my parents nicknamed 
me “Bobby” to help stop 
any confusion.

As happens to all of 
us, my name changed 
over time. I went to the 
seminary “Bobby” and 
came home four years 
later as “Bob.” I’m not 
sure how that happened. 
Then again, when 
elected bishop, my name underwent a more 
dramatic shift from “Bob” to “Bishop” due to 
the church’s traditions around the role and 
office of a bishop. What’s in a name? Today I 
hear “Bishop,” “Bob,” “Reverend,” “Doctor,” 
“Grandpa” and, occasionally “Bobby.” 

We all have many aspects of our names. 
Interestingly, we say it’s “our” name. While 
that is true, it is a name given to us by others. 
I read once that there is a culture that gives 
children their original name, but once they 
reach a certain age, they may pick out their 
own name. We know in the Bible the early 
tradition of becoming a Christian disciple 
meant you changed your name to indicate 
an inner transformational change. The most 
famous name change was from Saul to Paul.

As we enter the Advent and Christmas seasons, 
we are reminded that Joseph was given a name 

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP FARR

Bishop Farr, 
Missouri 

Conference of The 
United Methodist 

Church
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for his new son through a dream from God. 
Matthew’s Gospel wants us to remember the 
importance of Jesus’ name; where it came from, 
David’s son, Root of Jesse; when he was born, 
during King Herod’s reign; where he was born, 
Bethlehem (an insignificant town); to who he 
was born, Mary and Joseph. Matthew wants 
us to see the connection to the Old Testament 
salvation story and the connection to Jewish 
history. Luke’s Gospel reminds us that others 
showed up at the birth, shepherds and wise men 
from the east. He is reminding us that Jesus isn’t 
just connected to the Jewish community, but the 
world and all people.

What’s in a name? Matthew’s Gospel wants 
us to know there is a lot in a name. The 
fact is, naming your son “Jesus” was not 
that uncommon in first-century Judaism. 
However, Matthew wants us to know that 
Jesus has a common name, but his first name is 
“Immanuel,” meaning “God is with us.” These 
names remind us of both sides of Jesus, his 
divinity and his humanity.

Immanuel (Jesus) was born of a human woman, 
born of the Divine Spirit. In the hymn, “There 
is Something About that Name” (UMH 171), 
part of the chorus is: 

“Master, Savior, Jesus! Like the fragrance after the 
rain. Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, let all heaven and Earth 
proclaim ...” 

I heard a recording of the Gaithers singing this 
hymn. During the song, Gloria Gaither speaks 
these words:

“Jesus ... The mere mention of His name can calm 
the storm, heal the broken and raise the dead.
At the name of Jesus, I’ve seen sin hardened men 
melted, derelicts transformed. The lights of hope 
put in the eyes of a hopeless child. At the name 

of Jesus, hatred and bitterness turn to love and 
forgiveness, arguments cease. I’ve heard a mother 
softly breathe His name at the bedside of a child 
delirious from fever, and watched ... as that little 
body grew quiet, and fevered brow cooled.

I’ve sat at the side of a dying saint. Her body 
wracked with pain, who in those final fleeting 
seconds summoned her last ounce of ebbing 
strength, just to whisper Earth’s sweetest name.
Jesus ... Jesus ...

Emperors have tried to destroy it.
Philosophies have tried to stamp it out.
Tyrants have tried to wash it from the face of the 
Earth with the very blood of those who claimed it. 
Yet it still stands.

And there shall be that final day when every 
voice that has ever uttered a sound, every voice 
of Adam’s race, shall raise in one mighty chorus to 
proclaim the name of Jesus.

For in that day, every knee shall bow, every 
tongue shall confess, that Jesus Christ is truly 
Lord. You see, it was not by mere chance that 
caused the angel one night, long ago to say to 
a virgin maiden: His name, His name shall 
be called Jesus ... Jesus ... Jesus ... Yes, there is 
something, something about that name ...”

Indeed, there is something about that name. 
May it be so in our souls this Advent season.

In Christ,

Bishop Farr, Missouri Conference of The 
United Methodist Church
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D elegates of the South Central Jurisdiction 
met to elect three bishops, and they did so on 
the first ballot on Wednesday, November 2. 

Electing all of the bishops on one ballot is believed to 
be unprecedented in the denomination. 

Rev. Dee Williamston, director of clergy excellence 
and assistant to the bishop of the Great Plains 
Conference, received 141 votes. Rev. Laura Merrill, 
district superintendent in the Rio Texas Conference, 
received 99 votes. Rev. Dr. David Wilson, assistant to 
the bishop of the Oklahoma and Oklahoma Indian 
Missionary conferences, received 92 votes.

The next highest vote recipient was not elected 
but was Rev. David Gilmore, Northwest District 
Superintendent in the Missouri Conference. Gilmore 
received 50 votes. Seventy-seven votes were required 
for the 60% benchmark. The three were elected by the 
160 delegates who cast three ballots each.

The delegates and audience at First United Methodist 
Church Westchase broke into an extended standing 
ovation when the vote totals were read.

Bishop Williamston, 57, is not only the first Black 
woman to be elected bishop in the jurisdiction but the 
first bishop elected from the Great Plains Conference 
since its formation in 2014. 

When it was announced that there were three elections 
and she was one of them, Williamston said, “It was 
almost like a blur.”

Bishop David Wilson is the first Native American 
bishop in The United Methodist Church — which he 

believes is the last denomination in America to choose 
an indigenous leader. 

“We knew somebody would be elected on the first 
ballot,” Wilson said. “We never dreamed that three of 
us would be elected on the first ballot.”

Wilson said he was proud of his and Williamston’s 
accomplishments.

“We made history. Fortunately, we have a lot to live 
up to with that history,” he said. “A lot is riding on our 
shoulders, whether we like it or not.”

Three Bishops Elected 
on First Ballot in South 
Central Jurisdiction

BY DAVID BURKE

Missouri Delegation

6 December 2022  |  The Missouri Methodists



Rev. Cheryl Jefferson Bell, community justice director 
for the Church of the Resurrection and former episcopal 
candidate in two elections, gave Bishop Williamston 
advice during her candidacy. 

“I have encouraged her to be herself, not trying to please 
any kind of one faction or the other,” she said. “Trust 
her gut, trust her heart and be yourself – and Dee being 
herself, lord have mercy!” 

When they met in St. Louis in October, the 
jurisdiction’s Black Methodists for Church Renewal 
endorsed three candidates, two of which were bishops 
Williamston and Wilson.

“We believe there should be more diverse voices at 
the table for the college and the council (of bishops),” 
she said. “I believe God has heard that prayer across 
jurisdictions.” 

Bishop Ann Sherer-Simpson was the first female 
bishop elected in the jurisdiction 30 years ago and 
served as the bishop of the Missouri Conference for 12 
years before serving the former Nebraska Conference.  

Bishop Sherer-Simpson recalled the gift she received 
when she was elected – a patchwork stole with a square 
from each of the 17 conferences in the jurisdiction at 
the time.

“I was very grateful, and it’s been an extraordinary 
experience,” she said. 

She watched as the fourth and fifth female bishops, 
Williamston and Merrill, were posing for pictures. 

“It’s a great joy to see three women; one, two, three, 
four persons of color; and fine leaders, all of them,” 
she said. “It’s been a very long journey, but I think our 
jurisdiction has turned a corner, and our best days are 
ahead of us.”

“We believe there should be more diverse 
voices at the table for the college and the 
council. I believe God has heard that prayer 
across jurisdictions.” 
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T he South Central Jurisdiction of The United 
Methodist Church assigned Bishop Bob Farr 

to the Missouri Episcopal Area again. Bishop Farr 
was elected and assigned to Missouri in 2016. Terms 
are typically four years, but the pandemic prevented 
the Jurisdictional Conference from convening as 
scheduled in 2020. Bishops typically serve an area 
for two, four-year terms but may serve up to three, 
four-year terms before moving or retiring.

“Susan and I are thrilled to be reassigned to 
Missouri,” Bishop Farr said. “I am excited about 
the future of our Annual Conference and have been 
proud of our shared ministry over the past six years.”

Episcopal assignments begin on January 1, 2023, and continue, presumably, until the SCJ gathers 
again in 2024. The assignments announced in early November are as follows:
• Bishop Dee Williamston: Louisiana Annual Conference
• Bishop Laura Merrill: Arkansas Annual Conference
• Bishop David Wilson: Great Plains Annual Conference
• Bishop Robert Farr: Missouri Annual Conference
• Bishop Jimmy Nunn: Oklahoma Annual Conference and Oklahoma Indian Missionary Annual 

Conference and will provide coverage for the Northwest Texas Annual Conference
• Bishop Ruben Saenz: Central Texas and North Texas annual conferences
• Bishop Robert Schnase: Rio Texas Annual Conference and will provide coverage for the New 

Mexico Annual Conference
• Bishop Cynthia Harvey: Texas Annual Conference

In The United Methodist Church, bishops are ordained elders who are called to “lead and oversee 
the spiritual and temporal affairs of The United Methodist Church.” Bishops, in consultation 
with district superintendents, are responsible for appointing clergy. They also preside at annual  
jurisdictional and General Conference, the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly.
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For about half of the Missouri 
Conference delegation, this was 

their first experience at a jurisdictional 
conference. The experienced delegates 
had worked to prepare them, but things 
didn’t quite go as expected.  

Jon Copeland is a member of Lafayette 
Park UMC in St. Louis. He’s the 
church’s lay delegate to annual 
conference and the lay leader. He was 
elected to be a General Conference 
delegate in 2019. Rev. Katrina Drew 
asked him if he would run. 

“It was an enthusiastic yes,” he said. “I’m 
so glad I did.”

Having the experience beyond his local 
church was rewarding. 

“This has been an exceptional group,” 
Copeland said. “People look out for each 
other. It’s a very caring, Christ-filled 
group. The delegation meetings were a spiritual 
experience.” 

After being elected, having General 
Conference delayed was frustrating. 

“I had to pray about it a lot through that time,” 
Copeland said. “But I feel like, after today, it 
was all worth it.”

Copeland said he feels it is crucial the next 
General Conference can be attended by all of 

delegates, including those from other countries, 
but acknowledges that waiting so long is very 
hard, particularly for those most affected by the 
decisions of the 2019 General Conference. 

“After yesterday, I’m filled with hope,” 
Copeland said. “I feel like all of the anxiety I 
was carrying was lifted. It’s gone.” 

Copeland appreciates all of the preparation 
the Missouri Conference delegation did before 
the Jurisdictional Conference. He said their 
preparation’s Christ-centeredness and spiritual 

Jurisdictional Conference 
from the Missouri 
Delegate Perspective
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nature helped overcome fears about the 
conference turning ugly over divisive 
issues. 

“I’m thankful for the delegates who 
were trying to prepare us with the 
wisdom of their experience, but I’m also 
grateful that preparation wasn’t needed,” 
he said. 

Lay delegate Josh Krakos is from 
Webster UMC and was 19 when he was 
elected in 2019. 

“That seems like a long time ago now,” 
he said. 

Some key pastors inspired and 
encouraged him to run for the 
delegation. They told him about the 
effort to bring new people to the table 
and ensure there were some younger 
members of the delegation. He’s glad 
he’s been part of the movement. 

“Seeing conferencing as a method of grace 
has renewed my faith,” he said. “Being 
part of how the church functions on this 
level have expanded my idea of Methodist 
connectionalism and how it can lead to 
powerful moments with the great presence of 
the Holy Spirit.”

Krakos recently graduated with a degree in 
philosophy and international human rights. 
He’s now considering graduate school options 
and seminaries with a heart for environmental 
justice. 

Rev. Joel Kidwell had served as a delegate at 
Jurisdictional Conference in 1996 and 2000, 
but he was a lay delegate then. This year is his 
first time serving as a clergy delegate. But that 
change wasn’t what made this experience very 
different. 

“We received excellent mental and spiritual 
preparation from Rev. Andy Bryan and Amy 
Thompson and guidance from Rev. Melissa 
Bailey-Kirk,” Kidwell said. 

He could see the difference between the 
Missouri Conference delegation and some 
of the others in how the Missouri delegates 
naturally came together in a circle formation 
and interacted with each other in communion. 

Some previous experiences were more didactic, 
with delegates being told what to do and 
having to choose sides. This time did not have 
that divisiveness. 

“We had a shared dynamic,” Kidwell said. 

Rev. Linda Gastreich was elected as an 
alternate to the Jurisdictional Conference. 
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Still, because one clergy delegate and the other 
clergy alternate could not attend, she served on 
the delegation with voting rights for the entire 
conference. 

Gastreich was surprised with the “efficiency” 
of the election, as was everyone. However, she 
was also surprised about the lack of debate on 
resolutions. 

“It was different than what I expected,” she 
said. 

Her only previous experience with United 
Methodism at jurisdictional or General 
conferences was volunteering at the special 
called session of the General Conference in St. 
Louis in 2019. 

It is unknown if these delegates will serve as 
delegates to General Conference in 2024 (if 

it is considered the postponed 2020 
General Conference Session) or if a new 
delegation will be elected next summer. 
Gastreich said she would like to serve 
as a General Conference delegate, but 
when the time comes, she will consider 
the makeup of the delegation. 

“I would consider stepping aside so a 
younger person could serve,” she said. 

Following the announcement of the 
election results, Bryan, head of the 
Missouri clergy delegation, expressed 
mixed feelings of shock and of things 
going as planned, noting that a large 
number of delegates in the room were 

elected in direct response to actions that 
were taken at the special session of General 
Conference in 2019. 

“We are stunned! And also ... of course, this 
happened,” he said after the announcement of 
electing three bishops on the first ballot. “This 
is why we were elected, to do exactly this.”

“We received excellent mental 
and spiritual preparation 
from Andy Bryan and Amy 
Thompson, and guidance from 
Rev. Melissa Bailey-Kirk.”
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L ike annual conference and general conference, 
jurisdictional conference keeps worship on 

schedule daily. 

Texas Bishop Scott Jones was the host bishop 
for the Conference and is retiring this year. He 
preached at opening worship. 

He told the story of when he served on the Hymnal 
Revision Committee, and Dr. Albert Outler 
gave him the charge of making sure Captain of 
Israel ’s Host and Guide stayed in the hymnal. The 
committee convened, and someone presented a 
study of the prevalence of usage of songs that were 
being reviewed. The survey respondents had sung 
Captain of Israel’s Host and Guide zero times. 
Jones said he thought it was because although the 
theology of the song lyrics is very sound, the tune 
is virtually unsingable. 

But in homage to Outler, Bishop Jones took a stab 
at it, singing the song acapella in the middle of his 
sermon. He made it through the highs and lows. 

“That was the second time in my ministry that I’ve 
sung a solo in church,” he said. “You will never 
hear it again.” 

Jones preached from Exodus 3 and lamented 
that in his 44 years of ministry, he searched and 
sometimes struggled to discern God’s direction. 

“I would have liked to have guidance as clear as a 
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night,” he said. 

He said our time might be one of wandering in 
the wilderness, but he urged those listening to 
remember their Wesleyan DNA and the strength 
by grace and rule by word. 

Bishop Robert Schnase of the Rio Texas 
Conference was the presiding bishop for the 
opening session. He asked first-time delegates to 
stand, and many delegates across the room did. 
Bishop Schnase said bishops were presiding over 
the Session in order of seniority, and having served 
for 18 ½ years, he is the senior bishop of the group. 
He also recognized delegates that have served for 
many years, noting that the new delegates’ fresh 
insight and the repeat delegates’ experience are 
both needed. 

For morning worship on November 3, the second 
day of the Conference, Rev. Ramonica Malone-
Wardley drew from the scripture Ephesians 3:16-
21 for her sermon. She opened by stating these are 
hard days for the Church, but while we have much 
to grieve, we do not grieve without hope. 

“God is in the midst, God is growing, doing a new 
thing, what God is saying, can you see it?” she said. 
“For God, there is more at stake than budgets, 
power and property. We can’t fully understand 
where he wants us to go. What we need to do is 
trust and obey.”

She urged those gathered to hold fast to their faith. 
There are many souls to save. 
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“There is too much work for us,” she said. “Let us 
not give up.”

Missouri Bishop Bob Farr was the preacher for 
the consecration service on Saturday. He opened 
with the story of Jesus telling the fishermen to try 
the other side of the boat from the book of John, 
chapter 21. Bishop Farr marveled at the setting. 

He said the master of the universe, resurrected 
from the dead, could have gone to the Pharisees, 
Sadducees or high priests to tell them they were 
wrong. He could have gone to the soldiers who 
divided his clothes and asked for them back. Or 
he could have said to Pilate that he should have 
listened to his wife. But instead, he goes to the 
beach, goes fishing and cooks breakfast. 

“God shows up in the ordinary,” Bishop Farr said. 
“When Christ was resurrected, his first act isn’t 
scolding. It is communing. It is fellowship. It is a 
meal.” 

Bishop Farr describes this appearance of Christ 
as a ministry of presence that was about being as 
much as doing. 

“The ministry of presence is key if you want to do 
something bigger and grander,” he said. 

Bishop Farr shared that Dr. W. Paul Jones, a 
former Methodist pastor who became a Catholic 
priest, sent him a card yearly with words from 
St. Augustine right after he became a bishop – in 

1483. Augustine said his biggest concern was that 
he would start taking more pleasure in honor of his 
office than the fruit of salvation. He told his fellow 
priests that he wanted “… to be with you and for 
you, not above you.” Being set above someone else 
filled him with alarm. 

Bishop Farr said when he became bishop, he 
realized he should go ahead and ask for forgiveness 
for the mistakes he made before he even started. 
He keeps his annual reminder from more than 500 
years ago in mind as he goes about his duties as 
bishop. 

“It is a pleasure for me not to preside over you but 
to serve with you,” he said.
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T he South Central Jurisdiction overwhelmingly approved 
three resolutions on November 3, including asking 

those considering leaving the denomination to step back 
from church leadership roles, showing support for regional 
conferences, and giving justice and empowerment to United 
Methodists who are LGBTQIA+.

Great Plains delegate Jesi Lipp presented a resolution 
to empower LGBTQIA+ persons in local churches and 
throughout the United Methodist connection during the 
South Central Jurisdictional Conference in Houston. 

“Too many of us are still not seen. Either because our gifts 
and graces are deliberately denied or because our identities 
are pushed aside and ignored,” Lipp said. “The complexity 
and fullness of who we are deemed too much — too 
dangerous, too complicated, too distracting.

“And so we are told that if we want to lead, we cannot shine 
with the light of who we are, but instead to shroud our 
personhood and smother our souls,” they added.

After the resolution passed 128-35, another Great Plains 
lay delegate, Dixie Brewster, asked for a bishop’s decision of 
law about the measure. Brewster, who described herself as a 
“traditional, conservative, orthodox evangelical,” challenged 
the 2016 election of Bishop Karen Oliveto, a lesbian 
elected in the Western Jurisdiction and later assigned to the 
Mountain Sky Conference.

Louisiana Bishop Cynthia Harvey, who presided over the 
morning session, said the bishops would respond to the 
request for a decision in the next 30 days, which is the time 
frame spelled out in the Book of Discipline.

Also approved was a resolution asking all delegates with 
intentions to leave the denomination to recuse themselves 
from church leadership and as delegates. It passed 138-30.

Missouri Conference delegate Rev. Kim Jenne presented 
a resolution supporting the creation of a U.S. regional 
conference and creating similar regional conferences in 
the current Central Conference system. The resolution is 
similar to the plan in the Christmas Covenant provided by 
Central Conference bishops. One aim of the resolution is to 
allow for less time to be spent during General Conferences 
dealing with matters germane to the United States alone. 
The resolution passed by a 140-24 vote. 

THREE 
RESOLUTIONS 

PASSED AT 
JURISDICTIONAL 

CONFERENCE 
BY LARGE 
MARGIN

BY DAVID BURKE
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T he South Central Jurisdiction 
is comprised of 12 Annual 

Conferences, and many people 
from the Missouri Conference had 
significant roles to play at this level. 

Brian Hammons was chair 
of the SCJ Committee on 
Episcopacy. He had a lot of pre-
Conference duties (see the story 
in the September edition of The 
Missouri Methodists). While at 
the Conference, the committee 
was charged with recommending 
episcopal assignments. 

Hammons served on the SCJ 
Committee on Episcopacy for two 
terms — 10 years, counting the last 
extended one. He was elected vice 
chair in 2016 and moved to chair in 
late 2019.  

“It was a blessing to serve with 
Rev. Cody Collier all that time, 
and he was a great help to the 
entire committee and me as he 

completed 30 years serving on the 
committee,” Hammons said. “I’m 
thankful for the opportunity to 
serve in this way, that the Missouri 
Conference laity elected me twice 
to represent them at the general 
and jurisdiction conferences. The 
work we did, the friends made and 
the responsibilities we fulfilled are 
memories for which I give God 
thanks. I pray for Bishop Farr and 
all the bishops of our jurisdiction, 
along with the new committee, for 
spiritual wisdom in the months and 
years ahead.” 

Collier has been on the General 
Conference/Jurisdictional 
Conference delegations since 1992. 
He chaired the Jurisdictional 
Episcopacy Committee for three 
quadrenniums: 1996-2008. During 
his time, the assignment process 
has been refined. 

“Over the years, the committee 
has worked to revise, simplify, 

and enhance the assessment 
questionnaires and consultation 
forms for the bishops and 
conferences,” he said. “In addition, 
the committee has been conducting 
interviews with more spiritually 
centered conversations with active 
and newly elected bishops in 
order to discern the best match in 
assignments.”

It was a long tenure of service, 
but he was glad to be part of the 
process in 2022. 

“This year, Jurisdictional Conference 
was historic, inspiring and hopeful 
in shaping the future of The United 
Methodist Church,” he said. “I have 
been truly blessed and enriched 
by this experience over the many 
years I have had the opportunity to 
represent the Missouri Conference 
in this significant role.”

The Committee on the Episcopacy 
is traditionally served by the first-
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elected lay and clergy delegates 
from a delegation. Hammons and 
Collier have been replaced on the 
new committee by Amy Thompson 
and Rev. Andy Bryan. 

Jill Wondel and Rev. Kim 
Jenne served on the Boundaries 
Committee, which sets the 
boundaries of annual conferences. 

“Because the committee is only 
convened during Jurisdictional 
Conference, it did not seem feasible 
to attempt to make any adjustments 
to annual conferences in a one-day 
meeting,” Wondel said. 

It is an important conversation, 
especially for conferences that 
will be losing many churches 
due to disaffiliations. The 
committee did have some good 
starter conversations about what 
geographic areas their conference 
has an affinity for if conference 
boundaries were to get broadened 
at some point in the future. In 
Missouri’s case, this is more 
complicated than some other 
conferences, because as Missouri 
borders a different jurisdiction on 
its eastern and northern borders. 
Jurisdictional boundaries can only 
be changed at General Conference. 

The committee reported to the 
body that some Conference lines 

may need to be redrawn, but not 
today, and asked for permission to 
continue their work in the coming 
quadrennium. This was approved.

Jon Copeland and Rev. Dr. 
Choongho Kwon served on 
the Petitions and Resolutions 
committee. They arrived in 
Houston on October 31, a day 
before most delegates, so they 
would be there for the Committee 
meeting at 8:30 a.m. on November 
1. Bishop Farr convened the 
meeting, and the first order of 
business was to elect a chairperson. 
They quickly elected a chair, then 
Bishop Farr left. They were given 
hard copies of the three resolutions. 

“We reviewed the petitions, 
discussed them and sent them on to 
the body for consideration without 
recommending any changes,” Kwon 
said. “It took about an hour.” 

The resolutions all passed as 
written, so the committee did not 
need to do any additional work 
with them. 

Rev. Terri Swan was chair of the 
Finance and Budget Committee, 
and she presented the South 
Central Jurisdiction’s budget to the 
Conference. Bishop Farr also serves 
on the committee. The committee 
has members from every conference 
in the jurisdiction, and Swan 
took the place of Rev. Kendall 
Waller when he moved to the Rio 
Texas Conference in the previous 
quadrennium. 

The budget was a challenging 
process this year, because some 
conferences in the jurisdiction are 
experiencing church disaffiliations 
on a large scale, so the budget was 
scaled back based on estimates 
related to this. 

“We took guidance from 
GCFA (the General Council on 
Finance and Administration) 
in determining how to set 
jurisdictional apportionments,” 
Swan said. 

Rev. Trista Soendker Nicholson 
serves on the SCJ Nominations 
Committee, but the committee 
did not meet this session because it 
was not a regular session. They will 
meet before the next jurisdictional 
conference.

Rev. Steve Jones was recently 
appointed to the SCJ Committee 
on Investigation. 

Jones did not attend the gathering 
in Houston; as he was advised the 
committee would only meet to 
introduce themselves to each other 
and name a chair. The role of the 
committee is to review complaints 
brought against bishops in the 
same manner as the Conference 
Committee on Investigation 
reviews complaints against clergy 
and laity. 

“My interpretation is that it 
is rather like a grand jury, 
determining if there is evidence of 
the allegations made that would 
warrant a trial,” Jones said. 

Ruth Handy, widow of 
Missouri Bishop W.T. 
Handy, was honored 
during the memorial 
service. She died July 
20, 2020.
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Unhappiness over some episcopal leaders’ posture 
toward disaffiliation and a new, traditional 

denomination boiled over on November 3 at The United 
Methodist Church’s South Central Jurisdictional 
Conference.

The Rev. Stan Copeland took the floor to ask that the 
jurisdiction’s college of bishops address the conduct and 
status of three bishops he said have provided “promotion 
and support” to the breakaway Global Methodist 
Church — despite having taken vows to support The 
United Methodist Church.

Copeland specifically named Texas Conference Bishop 
Scott Jones, retired Bishop Robert Hayes Jr. and former 
Bishop Mike Lowry, who resigned from the Council 
of Bishops earlier this year and now is a member of the 
Global Methodist Church, where he holds the title of 
bishop emeritus. 

Copeland said they had harmed The United Methodist 
Church by acting in support of churches disaffiliating 
and need to be held accountable.

“Simply stated, one cannot play for the Astros and pitch 
for the Phillies,” Copeland, pastor of Dallas’ Lovers Lane 
United Methodist Church and a North Texas Conference 
delegate, said of the three in his floor speech.

Louisiana Conference Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 
was presiding when Copeland asked the college of 
bishops to answer specific questions he posed about 
Jones, Hayes and Lowry.

By late afternoon on November 3, Missouri Conference 
Bishop Bob Farr, president of the jurisdiction’s college of 
bishops, reported to the delegates that the college would 
need more time to address Copeland’s request fully.

Jones was present for Copeland’s remarks but declined 
to comment afterward. He is due to retire as a United 
Methodist bishop at the end of the year.

Hayes, who oversaw the denomination’s Oklahoma 
Area before retiring in 2016, was reached by phone. He 
declined to comment other than to say he remains a 

retired United Methodist 
bishop and has not 
advocated for the Global 
Methodist Church.

Hayes has, in recent years, been a bishop in residence 
at The Woodlands Methodist Church north of 
Houston. That church has voted to disaffiliate but is still 
United Methodist until the Texas Annual Conference 
holds a special session in early December to approve 
disaffiliations. 

Hayes advocated for The Woodlands to leave, and 
Copeland said Hayes’ criticism of The United Methodist 
Church in The Woodlands’ discernment process 
had been used by others pushing for local church 
disaffiliations.

Copeland asked the college of bishops to report on 
whether Lowry — former bishop of the Central Texas 
Conference — had resigned his United Methodist clergy 
credentials.

Lowry told UM News by phone on November 3 that he 
had not done so, and the Global Methodist Church has 
recognized his clergy ordination. He said he wishes The 
United Methodist Church well but that he’s part of the 
new denomination.

In an interview, Copeland said Jones and Lowry 
as active bishops created a climate that has led to 
disproportionate numbers of Texas Conference and 
Central Texas Conference churches and clergy deciding 
to disaffiliate.

“It didn’t seem like it made much sense for us to go 
through this jurisdictional conference and not address 
the obvious pain in some conferences,” Copeland told 
UM News.

Copeland’s floor effort found a challenge from the Rev. 
Tommy Williams of the Texas Conference. He went 
to a microphone to say that disunity in The United 
Methodist Church began decades ago, long before 
recent bishops’ leadership, and has been caused by a lack 
of enforcement of the Book of Discipline.

Three Bishops Accused 
of Aiding Disaffiliation
BY SAM HODGES
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B ishop Ruben Saenz Jr. asked the South Central 
Jurisdiction to look beyond the turmoil of the 

present and ahead to the church of the future.

“For too long, but particularly the past six years, 
we have been consumed with the present as a 
denomination,” Bishop Saenz said. “In fairness, we 
have had difficulty focusing on anything else, given all 
the successive shocking events we’ve been through as a 
denomination, nation and global community.”

Bishop Saenz was serving the Great Plains and North 
Texas conferences and was assigned to serve the 
Central Texas and North Texas conferences at this 
Jurisdictional Conference. 

The country and the denomination, he said, have 
faced “one catastrophe after another with no respite,” 
including the COVID pandemic, populism including 
white supremacy and racism, a torn nation, and 
immigration.

United Methodists specifically have become splintered 
over human sexuality issues, causing some people on 
both sides to leave the denomination.

“This impetuous and reckless splintering over the 
presenting issue is symptomatic of deeper divisions 
regarding scriptural authority, theology, justice, 
doctrine, polity, appointments, apportionments, 
property ownership versus holding all things in 
common trust, autonomy versus connectionalism,” he 
said. “In our church, this must stop.”

Bishop Saenz, elected to the episcopacy in 2016, 
previewed a future, according to the Pew Research 
Center, where the U.S. population rises from the 
current 332 million to 438 million, with 80% of the 
increase coming from immigrants or their descendants.

The study predicted the population would be 47% 
White, 29% Hispanic, 13% Black, 9% Asian and 

2% Native 
American and 
others.

“By 2050, the U.S. 
will be a majority non-
White population,” he said.

He said the current Millennial, Gen Z, and Alpha 
generations would follow the yet-to-be-born Gamma 
and Beta generations. They will be increasingly tolerant 
of other religious beliefs but consider themselves 
“spiritual but not religious.”

The upcoming generations will believe in improving 
communities and benefiting others, unlike themselves.

“We need to understand who they are, what they value 
and care about the things they care about,” Bishop 
Saenz said.

“Only a far-sighted vision of the emerging reign of 
God on earth as it is in heaven will enable us to stay 
focused on our mission moving forward as the Church 
amid a disruptive present, a rapidly changing world and 
an emergent future,” Bishop Saenz said. “We already 
know that the proclamation of the good news of Jesus 
Christ, Christian community, worshipful celebration, 
teaching and learning, service to others, especially the 
poor, and the prophetic role and witness of the church 
will be more – not less – important in the future.”
Bishop Saenz encouraged the delegates.

“We must move forward together in Christ, rooted in 
God’s love, looking to the horizon, beyond the next 
general conferences, to a future not our own,” he said. 

“We must work for a church that holds, not ours, but 
the next generation’s best interest at the center of all 
we do — a church that is alive for Christ, welcoming, 
celebratory, generous, compassionate, and engaged in 
the issues that concern humanity.”

Bishop Saenz Considers Future 
in Episcopal Address BY DAVID BURKE
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For the next year, each month, we will feature a 
different Conference board, committee, council or team by 
highlighting a member and their connectional experience of 
serving beyond the local church.

Mozambique Initiative Team 
(Missouri Standing Rule 120.00)
The function of the Mozambique Initiative Committee is 
to provide oversight and coordination for the partnership 
of ministry between The United Methodist Churches of 
Mozambique and Missouri. (Membership: 10)

Featured Team Member: Liz Calvin
Liz is a lay member of New Horizons UMC in St. 
Louis, a recently merged congregation of the former 
Asbury and Samaritan UMCs. She is a member of the 
church’s leadership council and an active member of 
United Women in Faith.

Why serve on the Mozambique Initiative 
Committee?
Mozambique Initiative of MOAC is the Conference 
committee I’ve been serving on for about three years. 
I’m a member of New Horizons UMC in St. Louis, 
and MI is a mission commitment that we’ve continued 
to support as a local church. Several members have 
visited Mozambique in the past. While working as a 
staff at the General Board of Global Ministries, I had 
also visited Mozambique with a particular interest in 
women’s and children’s ministries. 

What does the MI Committee do?
MI works with the in-country Conference leadership 
Ezequiel Marcos Nhantumbo and Bishop Joaquina 
Filipe Nhanala to discern where we can be supportive. 
Presently, we support solar wells, mobile health clinics, 
hand washing stations and other initiatives, such as 

providing economic 
opportunities for girls 
and women.

What might surprise 
clergy and laity in the 
Missouri Conference 
about serving on 
this board, council, 
committee or team?
This committee is a 
good resource for those 
wanting to engage in 
an international ministry and are looking for resources 
to share with their local church.

Why does the work on this board, committee, 
council or team matter?
This committee makes a direct link to the global 
connections that the United Methodist Church has had 
for many decades and continues to have as the Church 
strengthens the meaning of a connectional Church 
with partners around the world.

Why should clergy and laity consider nominating 
themselves for service beyond the local church?
There is so much to learn and experience about the 
connectional UMC. It opens up a whole world beyond 
the local church and provides opportunities that you 
may not know existed. We are a connectional and 
historical Church that is still following John Wesley, 
doing all we can, whenever and wherever we can, and 
continuing to do all the good we can.

MEET YOUR LEADERS

LIZ CALVIN, LAY MEMBER AT NEW HORIZONS UMC

Mozambique Initiative

19www.moumethodist.org



I t’s often said that the strength of the United 
Methodist denomination is its connectionalism. This 

is present in the way clergy are appointed, Methodist 
initiatives are developed and supported, and the 
professional side of clergy are administrated. 

But connectionalism can also boost ministry when it 
is simply a connection directly between local United 
Methodist neighboring churches. Rev. Dr. Mi Hyeon 
Lee started encouraging hubs when she became a 
district superintendent in 2018 and believes they are 
even more important now that districts are larger. 

“Through the Hub Network, we look to develop a 
culture that focuses upon strengthening existing 
partnerships and encouraging new ways of fruitful 
and creative ministry through relationships, 
communication, accountability, and shared ministry,” 
Lee wrote in a communication about hubs that she 
shared with her district churches. “Hub Networks 
foster collaboration, innovation, and resilience using 
resources and a shared vision for ministry in similar 
contexts as a community. In addition, an effective 
Hub Network supports spiritual growth, raising new 
leaders, and vitalizing churches to make new disciples 
in the connections of UMC following the Great 
Commission.” 

The hub at the 87 Diner in Boonville meets weekly. 
This started when they initially tried to meet monthly 
but couldn’t find a date on which everyone could 
attend. People aren’t expected to attend every weekly 
meeting, but they are expected to attend at least one of 
the meetings per month. 

Rev. Chris Snyder of Nelson Memorial UMC in 
Boonville is the organizer. At a recent meeting in late 
October, the group discussed the fire that had swept 

through the 
village of 
Woolridge. 
They had 
already been 
in contact with 
the pastor from 
the Baptist 
church there 
to see if they 
could be of 
assistance. 

Snyder gave 
an update on 
the recovery 
from the flooding in his church, flooding that was not 
an act of God but came from within – a burst pipe. It 
occurred during the week and went undetected long 
enough to do extensive damage to the church. 

Rev. Karen Alden gave an update on her crisis, a battle 
with cancer. She’s on the other side and has been 
deemed cancer free. Rev. Scotty Wall from Central 
Methodist University shared a video he had seen 
discussing generational differences. Snyder reminded 
the group of the upcoming Christmas party. In the 
North-Central District, designated hub leaders met 
with the District Superintendent monthly. They are 
given one thing to highlight at their forthcoming 
meetings. 

It’s different than meeting with a local ministerial 
alliance, in which connectional United Methodist 
information is lifted. 

“Everyone here understands things like apportionments 
and year-end reports,” Snyder said. “During the 

Pastors Encouraged to Be In 
Relationship With Each Other

BEING TOGETHER
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pandemic, we could discuss the guidance we were 
receiving from our Bishop, which may have been 
different from what other churches in our community 
were doing.” 

Southwest District Superintendent Alice Fowler is also 
implementing a hub model in her district. 

“I was concerned about the discouragement and 
burnout I was seeing and wanted to build a structure 
that would enable pastors to share their lives in 
meaningful and helpful ways,” she said. 

The primary aim of the hubs is for local churches to 
support each other, but Fowler said it also gives her 
another promising avenue for her district office to help 
local churches. 

“I am more quickly getting to know the pastors in my 
district, talking to them about their concerns, their 
joys, and their dreams by meeting with a hub,” she 
said.

In a Hub meeting on October 24 at Black Sheep 
Burgers and Shakes in Springfield, Fowler kicked 
things off by asking the pastors to share their dreams 
for their church. They shared things like having their 
church be a welcoming place for the spiritually curious, 
being more engaged in their community and being 
active in mission to those in need. 

Next, they shared concerns. One pastor said that 
although positive things are happening in his church, 
if he looks at the standard metrics of measuring how 

things are going (attendance and giving) compared 
to three years ago, things are awful. Another pastor 
shared that his church may be close to losing hope. 
Several nodded in agreement. It was lifted up that 
nearly all churches are in that same position, and there 
may not be much value in comparing how things are 
presently to how they were before the pandemic. 

Fowler mentioned how the new Southwest District is 
primarily a combination of the Ozarks District and the 
former Southwest District. There are also five churches 
that came in from the former Heartland District and 
seven from the former Mid-State District. Thus, a lot 
of getting acquainted needs to happen. She asked the 
group what their concerns were about the district. 

“I want the hubs to keep meeting,” Fowler said. “I 
know it is hard to put one more thing on your calendar, 
but I believe it is worth the effort.” 

In her initial communication about Hubs to her 
pastors, Folwer recognized that some might resist 
being in this group with those who differ theologically. 
However, she explained that she has found in her 
work on the Cabinet that one can have meaningful 
relationships in a group that is not theologically 
monolithic. Instead, it comes down to listening and 
sharing about faith and ministry life, bearing one 
another’s burdens, understanding and appreciating each 
other more, and stretching the reach of our grace.

“I know it may feel like you don’t need one more 
thing to do, but maybe this is one of the things you do 
need,” Fowler stated in her hub invitation letter. “I’m 

praying that you’ll join 
in the effort to help your 
colleagues and help yourself 
at the same time. I’m 
praying you’ll push back 
against the isolation and 
the polarization that is so 
prevalent right now.”
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THEOLOGY OF PLAY
Play As A Christian Calling

BY DANIEL HILTY & KEVIN TAYLOR

The following story is the final story in a 
three-part series from Rev. Daniel Hilty and 
Kevin Taylor on the Theology of Play. 

A few years ago, game designer and researcher Jane 
McGonigal published a book titled, Reality is Broken: 
Why Games Make Us Better and How They Can 
Change the World. The book became a hugely popular 
and influential work on the unique ability of games to 
satisfy our deepest psychological needs while at the 
same time empowering us to address society’s most 
pressing challenges.

We believe that McGonigal’s belief about the positive 
role of games in the world also holds true for their role 
in the church. Games and play can also improve the 
church and change our congregations in much needed 
ways. If it is true, as we’ve discussed in our previous 
articles, that games are essential to being human 
— they give us practice for living out our Christian 
calling — then how could they not serve but to make 
our congregations more intentional and thoughtful 
places about what it means to be a community of real 
people trying to follow Jesus?

So how does one incorporate a spirit of games and 
playfulness into a congregation? Here are four places 
to start: 
1. Expect and prepare for pushback. We’ve been 

trained for generations to believe that play is a 
frivolous waste of time meant only for children 
instead of a sacred birthright from God. So don’t 
be surprised if dear church saints look at you 
a little askew when you start talking about the 
importance of play and games, and don’t judge 
them for it, either. But, listen, give space for the 

concerns, and when the time is right, gently offer 
an alternative theological understanding of play, 
as outlined in our previous articles. Perhaps you 
can even point out that sacred play has always 
been a part of the church, for what are worship 
rituals (including sacraments) if not the holy and 
voluntary attempt to enter into a different set of 
rules than what the world follows typically (a 
classic definition of “game”)? 

2. Start a game in a small group. Game groups hold 
more potential to overcome barriers in churches 
and communities than almost any other ministry 
a congregation can offer. We have witnessed 
game groups help create friendships across all 
types of dividing lines. A casual, drop-in gaming 
group at church (with all the space and tables that 
Sunday School classrooms have) will create deep 
connections for kids, youth, adults, and senior 
adults. Be sure to have various games available, 
or simply invite people in your church to bring 
their favorite games. For detailed information on 
starting a board game small group at your church, 
please download our free resources at liktr.ee/
boardgamefaith.com. 

3. Incorporate play and games into other 
ministries. When planning a ministry, try to get 
in the habit of asking yourself, “could the impact 
of this ministry be enhanced through play and 
games?” For example, if you are a preacher, try 
asking trivial questions in your messages and 
giving a cheap prize to the first person who gets 
it right. Or, if you’re trying to get people to visit 
as many tables as possible at a ministry fair, give 
every person a “passport” to get stamped at each 
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location. Maybe the person who collects the most 
stamps could win a goofy award. Just be mindful 
of accessibility issues so that no one feels left out! 

4. Nurture playfulness in yourself. How can you 
become more playful? First, find the “work” that 
feeds your soul, and — as much as possible — 
build your ministry around it. There will always 
be aspects of our jobs we have to do, of course, 
but the more we can give ourselves to the work 
that gives us joy, the more playful we will become. 
After all, as Jane McGonigal asks, what is play 
if not work that we want to do? And if we are at 
a loss as to what kind of work gives us joy, just 
think about what delighted us most as children. In 
childhood, we often get our clearest sense of who 
we were made to be, as Parker Palmer observes, 
and the enduring strength of C.S. Lewis’s Narnia 
books is how they connect childhood with deep 
religious faith.

Finding ways to incorporate playfulness respectfully 
and safely into the church’s life is one of the most 
important tasks to which we Christians can set 
ourselves today. In an age when we are increasingly 
divided from our neighbors and convinced of our 
self-importance, play and games can be much more 
than simply a welcome distraction. Through the 
Spirit of Christ, they might just be God’s method of 
reinventing the church and us all.

Kevin Taylor and Daniel Hilty are cohosts of Board Game 
Faith, a biweekly podcast on the intersection of games, 
religion, and spirituality. Learn more and listen to the 
podcast at www.boardgamefaith.com.
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Each year the Robert and Martha Marble 
Mission Award is given to an individual 
in the Missouri Annual Conference 
who exhibits outstanding commitment 
to mission. This award is given in 
honor of the Marbles, who served for 
36 years as missionaries from Missouri 
to India. When submitting a letter of 
nomination, describe the qualifications of 
the nominee, considering the following 
guidelines:

• Number of years of mission involvement
• Leadership given to developing mission 

projects and programs
• Involvement in local church and 

community mission
• Involvement in mission beyond the 

local church, e.g., VIM projects, 
Mozambique Initiative, District, 
Conference, General Church endeavors

• Degree to which services were 
volunteered

The recipient will receive a certificate 
and $500 given to a mission project of 
their choice. Any clergy or lay member 
of the Missouri Conference may submit 
a nomination electronically to Rev. Dr. 
Lucas Endicott in the Office of Mission, 
Service & Justice Ministries at lendicott@
moumethodist.org. All nominations must 
be submitted by February 15, 2023.

Robert & 
Martha Marble 
Mission Award

Denman Evangelism 
Award: Clergy & Laity
This award honors United Methodists selected 
by the annual conference for their exceptional 
ministry of evangelism - expressed in Word 

(what), Sign (why), and Deed (how) – that brings 
people into a life transforming relationship with 

Jesus Christ. A Harry Denman Evangelism 
Award recipient consistently introduces those 
they serve to the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Their ministry is outstanding for the number 
of new Christ Followers who credit encounters 

with this person as critical in helping to 
start or reignite their faith journey. District 

Superintendents make nominations and must 
complete a specific nomination form from the 
Foundation for Evangelism and submitted to 

bmcintyre@moumethodist.org. All nominations 
must be submitted by February 15, 2023.
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The Values Team of the Missouri Conference 
of the United Methodist Church is now 
receiving nominations for the Unity Award. 
The Unity Award celebrates the spirit and work 
of an individual in light of the values of the 
Missouri Annual Conference with particular 
emphasis on inclusiveness, justice and worth. 

The recipient must have demonstrated a 
continuing commitment to the full and equal 
participation of women, ethnic minorities, 
and all other groups or individuals historically 
discriminated against in the total life and 
mission of the United Methodist Church and 
the community at large. The recipient may be 
lay or clergy, youth or adult. The recipient must 
be United Methodist and affiliated with the 
Missouri Annual Conference. 

Please submit a one-page essay with reference 
to the individual’s name and role within the 
church, along with an explanation regarding 
this person’s spirit and work, and why you 
believe this person should be the recipient of 
the Unity Award. Please include at the top 
of the page your name, telephone number, 
address and email address (if applicable). 

Nominations may be submitted electronically 
to Rev. Sharon Williams in the Office of 
Mission, Service & Justice Ministries at 
swilliams@moumethodist.org. Any clergy or 
lay member of the Missouri Conference may 
submit a nomination. All nominations must be 
submitted by February 15, 2023.

The One Matters award exists to encourage 
a renewed focus on discipleship, especially 
at congregations in the United Methodist 
connection where annual baptisms and 
professions of faith too often are nonexistent. 

This award exists to encourage discipleship in 
existing churches where this type of growth 
has been nonexistent for some time. 

District Superintendents may make 
nominations by sharing 3-4 sentences about 
what is happening in that particular church to 
renew their focus on discipleship and submit to 
kjenne@moumethodist.org. All nominations 
must be submitted by February 15, 2023.

Unity Award

One Matters
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T he oldest Methodist church in Kansas City has 
become the newest campus of the Church of 

the Resurrection. 

Central UMC, located near the University 
of Missouri – Kansas City campus, is now 
Resurrection Brookside, making it the sixth 
campus for the Church of the Resurrection (with 
its main campus in Leawood, Kansas). The launch 
service for the new United Methodist Church will 
be on December 18. 

Church of the Resurrection has two other 
campuses in Missouri, one downtown right next to 
the Kansas City Star and the other in Blue Springs. 

The idea for this change came from within Central, 
straight from the pulpit. 

“It was a lightning bolt moment that was some 
time in the making,” said Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes, 
former Central UMC pastor. 

Haynes was watching the last regular-season 
Chiefs game of the 2021-2022 season. The Church 
of the Resurrection was running commercials 
during the television broadcast about how they had 
bought a cup of coffee for healthcare workers to 
thank them for their work during the pandemic. 
Haynes thought that sounded great and started 
considering using that idea at Central. 

“Then I thought, ‘If we were part of Church of the 
Resurrection, we would have already been doing 
that.’” she said. 

Although Central was 
financially secure, it had been 
a long time since it had seen 
substantial growth. It has had 
several different pastors over 
the past few decades, with 
occasional bumps in attendance 
but no significant, lasting change. 

“The trajectory of the church was a long, gentle 
slide,” Haynes said. “We were probably five years 
away from having conversations about the church 
being in trouble and 10 years from needing to talk 
about the possibility of closure.”

Using the same approach that a pastor might take 
before considering a capital campaign, Haynes first 
talked with a few key leaders in the church, the 
entire leadership team and then the church at large. 
Initially, people were shocked at the suggestion, 
but once it sunk in, many wanted to learn more 
about what it might look like.

Cindy Petrie was chair of the leadership team at 
Central UMC. She and her husband Brian had 

“The trajectory of the church 
was a long, gentle slide. We were 
probably five years away from having 
conversations about the church 
being in trouble and 10 years from 
needing to talk about the possibility of 
closure.” REV. DR. SALLY HAYNES
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been part of the choir and 
were very involved in the 
church since they started 
attending there 10 years ago. 

When Haynes first told 
Petrie about the idea of 
joining COR, it came as a 
surprise. 

“At first, it seemed really 
out of the left field, but then 
the points Sally was making 
made a lot of sense,” Petrie 
said.

The announcement that the 
idea was under consideration 
was made to the church the 
Sunday after Easter. Two 
weeks later, Rev. Adam 
Hamilton was at the church for a 9 a.m. meeting that 
proceeded into the 10:30 Sunday morning worship. 

“That went well,” Haynes said. “He just conveyed 
that it was hope that the church does the right 
thing – whatever that may be. When people met 
him, many found he was different than what they 
expected from a megachurch pastor.”

Later some laity from COR, Blue Springs branch 
campuses and the West campus in Olathe came 
to the church to talk about their experiences and 
answer questions. 

Missouri Bishop Bob Farr asked to come to the 
church and endorsed the plan, explaining how he 
had seen other churches in similar positions decline 
and have little hope for a brighter future that they 
are likely to have as part of COR. 

“That swayed some of the die-hard Methodists. If 
their Bishop thought it was a good idea, they were 
for it,” Haynes said. 

As people processed the idea, Haynes saw a bell 
curve forming on the reactions, with a few people 
on opposite sides of the curve strongly opposed to 

or strongly in favor of the 
action. Still, most people 
were somewhere in the 
middle, open to considering 
the idea. 

One of those people initially 
was Brandon Cummins. He 
started attending Central about six years ago after 
doing quite a bit of church shopping in the city. 

“Central felt like it communicated God’s vision to 
the community and us,” he said. 

It wasn’t easy for him when he was told about 
Central closing to become a campus of COR. 
Central was the church his family chose. It was 
where they were raising their children. They had 
come to understand and identify with Central 
– and they liked it. They weren’t looking for a 
change. That was their reaction. Over time deeper 
thinking led them to the point where it was easier 
to see it wasn’t just about them. 

“We had to ask ourselves, ‘Is this about us, or is 
it about the mission of the church?’” Cummings 
said. They believe from a missional stance. The 
church will likely be much more effective at 
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engaging its community as part of the Church of 
the Resurrection. Seeing Central close is hard, but 
knowing that the facility, and many of the people 
of Central, will be moving forward in ministry 
makes it much more manageable. 

Cummings spoke with a fellow member who had 
been part of Central for four decades. That person 
shared that they had friends who recently had to 
close their church, only to see the entire contents 
get auctioned off a week later and the building 
goes up for sale – to be used for whatever purpose 
the buyer chooses. Having Central close, only to 
reopen as a new United Methodist church with a 
fresh infusion of life and energy, is a very different 
situation. 

Cummings went to a meet and greet where he met 
the new pastor, Rev. Wendy Chrostek. While he 
was in the meeting, his children and Chrostek’s 
children were playing together in the lobby.

Prior to the pandemic, Central was averaging 
about 120 in worship. Lately, the church has 
been averaging closer to 70 for in-person worship. 
Haynes certainly understood people’s reluctance to 
close as Central; she was no Johnny-come-lately to 
the church. Many years before serving as a pastor 
at Central, Haynes was married in that church.  

The vote to become part of the Church of the 
Resurrection was taken on June 30, the day of her 
39th wedding anniversary. Of the 89 people who 
voted, about 90 percent were in favor.

A few people have left after a vote. Hamilton told 
Haynes that he would expect a few more to leave 
after changes are made because it may no longer 
be their preferred worship style. And a few new 
people have started attending after hearing about 
the church becoming a campus of COR, and 
some others have told Haynes that they plan on 
attending the church after the transition.

In some ways, the church has come full circle. 
Central is the oldest Protestant church in Kansas 
City and played a pivotal role in the birth of the 
Resurrection in 1990. Resurrection’s Senior Pastor 

Adam Hamilton was associate pastor at Central 
UMC when he received the call to start a new 
church in southern Johnson and Jackson Counties. 

Central members have helped bring this dream 
to life in many ways. Many spent hours on phone 
banks, calling strangers to invite them to the 
launch of a new church that started in a funeral 
home on State Line Road. Central members 
attended the first worship services in that funeral 
home, and over the years, about 80 people ended 
up joining Resurrection. Many of these people 
are now involved in helping launch Resurrection 
Brookside.

“This is a remarkable opportunity to continue and 
expand upon the historic work Central has done 
in building a Christian community in this part of 
the city,” said Resurrection Senior Pastor Adam 
Hamilton.

Petrie’s official role as Leadership Team Chair 
ended with Central, and at the beginning of 
October, it was down to wrapping up some final 
paperwork. But she intends to be an active part 
of the transition process and looks forward to 
being part of COR at Brookside when it officially 
launches. 

There was some paperwork involved in this process. 
People can follow their hearts, but churches also 
have to follow the rules. An unusual transition like 
this did require a lot of logistical work not only 
between the two congregations but also between 
the Missouri Conference and the Great Plains 
Conference, which hold the property in trust for 
local congregations. Most of Central’s assets were 
transferred to Resurrection, subject to all donor 
restrictions. However, the members of Central 
with Resurrection’s support did donate one large 
fund to the annual conference to support Kuomba 
United Methodist Church. Before the closing of 
Central, Kuomba was a ministry of Central. It is 
now being established as a standalone new church, 
starting with the Conference providing financial 
and administrative support. The financial support is 
mainly coming from the fund provided by Central.  
The members of Central are being encouraged 
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to join other United 
Methodist Churches. 
For those wishing to, 
Resurrection will receive 
them as members after 
a waiting period. The 
district will maintain 
a record of those 
members. Anyone who 
becomes a member at the 
Resurrection site will be a 
member of Resurrection, 
served by pastors 
appointed by the Great 
Plains Conference. This 
means the members who 
join Resurrection will not 
be eligible for leadership 
roles in Missouri that 
require membership in 
a Missouri congregation. That said, it would be 
possible for a participant in Resurrection’s site to 
hold their local church membership in another 
Missouri congregation. 

As with all the Missouri sites operated by 
Resurrection, pastors at the site will be appointed 
by the Great Plains bishop. Clergy membership 
within the annual conference is largely independent 
of appointment.  

“Rev. Sally Haynes, the last pastor of Central, will 
become an employee of Resurrection, appointed 
by the Great Plains bishop, but her Conference 
membership remains with Missouri,” Rev. Nate 
Berneking, Missouri Conference director of 
finance and administrative ministries said.

“All clergy appointed to serve in Missouri sites will 
be invited to attend the session of the Missouri 
Annual Conference as guests in the event they 
aren’t clergy members of the Missouri Annual 
Conference.”

The Missouri Annual Conference, Great Plains 
Annual Conference and Resurrection have 
finalized a Memorandum of Understanding related 
to all of Resurrection’s Missouri sites. Under that 

MOU, apportionments are calculated and paid 
by Resurrection’s Missouri sites as if they were 
standalone churches in Missouri. Therefore, they 
will report their year-end statistics to Missouri 
and have their apportionments calculated based 
on Missouri’s expense-based formula, paid to the 
Missouri Annual Conference.  

All three Resurrection sites follow the same 
pattern as the new site, as agreed in the MOU. 
Moreover, the MOU largely formalized what was 
already practiced by the other two sites.  

“This is a win-win for Missouri and Resurrection,” 
said Rev. Nate Berneking. “Resurrection is 
extremely successful in ministry conduct and will 
provide three strong sites to support Missouri’s 
ministries for many years to come.”

“This is a win-win for Missouri and 
Resurrection. Resurrection is extremely 
successful in ministry conduct and will 
provide three strong sites to support 
Missouri’s ministries for many years 
to come.” REV. NATE BERNEKING
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MISSOURI UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION

MUMF is a keeper 
of candles – a place where 
generous disciples create 

gifts that shine brightly 
across space, time 
and generations.

A simple candle shining in an otherwise darkened space 
is among the most powerful symbols of Christmas.  

The warm glow offers a point of focus, a center for 
community, a refuge from the cold darkness.  

We celebrate the gift of that divine light, God’s greatest 
gift, with gratitude and our expressions of generosity – 
both to those whom we know and love and to those beyond 
our circle who Christ calls us to be in relationship with 
through the beloved community.  

Your Missouri United Methodist Foundation is a keeper of 
candles – a place where generous disciples create gifts that 
shine brightly across space, time and generations…
• A scholarship fund helps students attend college
• An estate gift establishes an internship program for 

pastors
• A donor-advised fund draws a family together each 

year to be ‘philanthropists.’
• A gift annuity ensures a fixed income for the giver and 

leaves a legacy for her church
• An endowment provides an income to a church that 

expands the possibilities for missions today and in the 
future.   

Individuals, church leaders and congregations look to 
the Foundation as a trusted partner in ministry. From 
educational workshops like “Putting Your House In Order” 
to consultations with leadership teams to one-on-one 
conversations, your Foundation staff stands ready to assist 
your ministry – to help you act on that calling that God has 
placed on your heart.  

Give us a call at 800-332-8238, visit the website at www.
mumf.org or drop us an email. Joy to the world! Let’s light 
up the night!  

Light Up The Night
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H ave you taken time lately to reflect on what 
actions you might already be doing that could be 

considered neighboring? Maybe it’s picking up litter 
along your road or sharing a sweet treat with your 
neighbor just because. Perhaps it’s visiting the locally 
owned coffee shop on your square or leaving a Google 
review for a company that worked on your home. 
Maybe it’s a simple hello to your neighbor as you are 
out on a walk. Both small and big acts of neighboring 
are meaningful and can be a way to serve your 
community through a new lens.

At the second RMC Collab, pastors and laity gathered 
to explore, brainstorm and celebrate different types of 
neighboring opportunities, especially relating to rural 
contexts. As God’s people are called into the mission 
of all shapes and sizes in different communities, they 
witness where God has been at work and is working. 
God equips communities and people with unique gifts 
and talents to transform the world and live in God’s 
image.

The group explored resources encouraging reflection 
and celebration for current practices and gifts used 
in the mission. For example, the neighborhood map 
asks participants to name the people in the eight 
closest front doors to their home and to consider their 
relationship level and how that might change over 
time. A church can also use this activity to identify 
people at the closest doors to the church, whether 
those are homes or businesses. This could lead to 

conversations about building relationships differently 
or affirming that current missional strategies reflect 
the needs. Another resource the group explored was 
learning conversations that can identify hidden gifts 
and connect. 

Participants answer questions such as: What is 
something you know so well that you could teach it to 
someone else? What is something that you can build/
make/do? What is something you are passionate about? 
What life experience could you walk alongside one 
another in? The result is a garden full of gifts of each 
participant’s head, hands, heart and spirit. This activity 
can be used across various contexts and remind us of 
the resources already available to a group.

Throughout the day, Rev. Jayne Markin shared 
examples of how she and Bernie UMC are embracing 
acts of neighboring through gifts for teachers, Project 
Generosity, and their presence at community events 
like Trunk or Treat and Christmas in the Park. 

Markin emphasizes the meaning of presence in small 
and rural communities and that people recognize 
when the church and its members are active in the 
community. “We can live life and be doing our 
work simultaneously,” Markin said. She advocates 
for celebrating the places and times we are already 
impacting our neighbors by being present, supporting 
individuals and organizations, and celebrating service 
to the community in its many forms.

R M C Collab
ABUNDANCE IN NEIGHBORING
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M issouri Bishop Bob Farr announced his intent 
to appoint Rev. Mona Candea as Associate 

Director of Next Generation Ministries effective 
December 12. This position supports local churches 
in the areas of children, youth, college-age adults 
and camping ministries. The Associate Director 
leads the NextGen staff and the Conference Next 
Generation Ministries Team to fulfill its mission 
to serve local congregations by strengthening their 
effectiveness, fruitfulness and discipleship of the next generation.

Candea is a provisional deacon serving as the NextGen and Adult 
Discipleship Pastor at First Blues Springs. She and her husband, Jon, one-
year-old son Ben, and two charming dogs, Aaron and Lily, will move to the 
Columbia area as she takes on the judicatory role. 

“With Mona’s experience working with children and youth in the local 
church, I am excited about the strategies she will bring to help resource our 
rural, suburban and urban churches in connecting with the next generation of 
disciples,” Bishop Farr said. 

Candea grew up in First UMC in Sedalia and earned a degree in education 
from Central Missouri State University in Warrensburg. She has worked in 
children and youth ministries at First UMC Sedalia, North Cross UMC 
in Kansas City, Grace UMC (in the Great Plains District) and First Blue 
Springs. She has also been part of the Missouri Conference NextGen 
Ministries Team. She graduated from Saint Paul School of Theology with a 
master’s degree in Christian Ministry in 2020. 

Candea is called to advocate for quality and healthy discipleship for the 
youngest in church. Her thesis in seminary was based on the story of Jesus 
calling the children around him in the book of Mathew, signifying their 
value, importance and worth. 

“That’s why I chose to invest in children, youth and college ministry,” she 
said. “They are worthy of being disciples.” As a provisional deacon, Candea 
is driven to help develop ways to connect the church to the community. 
Coming into the Conference position, she is excited to be in a role to support 
local churches and help them work together to support each other. 

The position is the first to follow the Conference’s hiring process (www.
moumethodist.org/careers) developed in spring 2022 by Conference staff 
and approved by the Mission Council in September. Laity, in addition to 
clergy, were eligible to be considered for the position. After conducting 
phone interviews with people who met the minimum qualifications for the 
position, the candidate pool was narrowed to six candidates and interviewed 
by Rev. Mark Statler, director of leadership excellence, Rev. Kim Jenne, 
director of connectional ministries, Sarah Declue, conference NextGen team 
chairperson and connections director at La Croix in Cape Girardeau, and 
Kyrell Newell, director of NextGen ministries at First UMC in Jefferson 
City. The interview team narrowed the selection to two candidates who 
interviewed with Bishop Bob Farr in the final round.

Rev. Mona
Candea 

to be 
Appointed 

as Next 
Generation 
Ministries 
Associate 
Director

Candea is called to 
advocate for quality and 
healthy discipleship for 
the youngest in church. 
Her thesis in seminary 

was based on the story of 
Jesus calling the children 

around him in the book 
of Mathew, signifying 

their value, importance 
and worth. 

“That’s why I chose to 
invest in children, youth 

and college ministry. 
They are worthy of 

being disciples.”
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What a journey we have all been on over the 
last few years! Even this year, while we have 

moved beyond the pandemic, there have been other 
challenges – such as the economy or the policy changes 
needed to continue to move the church forward. As 
you may recall, at the beginning of the COVID-19 
shuffle, so many changes were initially put in place – 
unwelcome. Many businesses were closed – restaurants, 
for instance, and limited hours for many other stores. 
Some services were deemed “essential,” and others were 
sent to work from home for an unknown time.  

Then, as the country adjusted, businesses made 
options like online orders for groceries or food 
delivery more available. How much of an adjustment 
did Joseph and Mary make in their preparation for 
the trip to Bethlehem? Did Joseph and Mary have 
feelings of confusion or frustration while working 
through planning for their trip? After all, much like 
us navigating through uncertain or untimely changes, 
Joseph and Mary’s trek from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
was imposed upon them (by the Roman emperor)!

Joseph and Mary were leaving their family at a time 
when they might have been needed most – at the 
birth of their first child. How difficult traveling to 
Bethlehem at such a late time in her pregnancy must 
have seemed! It added risk and discomfort as well! Like 
Joseph and Mary, there are challenging situations in 
life. The situations may happen due to someone else’s 
decisions (loss of a job, business closing, or a loved 
one moving away), or the challenges may be regret for 
our actions or decisions. Dealing with these kinds of 
changes can lead to feeling sad or inadequate. And 
when we can redirect our attention to appreciate what 
is – God’s presence is more obvious and even palpable 
in our surroundings.  

Most recently, I have seen God in:
• A group of people pooling 

their funds to donate over 
300 undergarments to a 
clothing wardrobe

• A man offering to help load a 
suitcase for a stranger

• In the beauty of a sunrise or 
the mountains

• The dedication and love 
shared by several people serving in a food pantry 

• The love displayed in a shared meal with family
• The offer of prayers before a pending surgery 
• The caring hands and actions of a wellness 

professional 

Seeing God in our surroundings becomes significantly 
easier when actively seeking Him out!

As we look forward to the Advent season, the 
Christmas holiday and beyond, experiencing, seeing 
and sharing Christ and the hope He provides makes 
the Advent season so very special. How do you see 
Christ’s presence in your day-to-day life as you prepare 
for the holidays? As we anticipate the arrival of the 
Christ child, we all seek Christ’s presence around us. 

Sharing that hope and love for Christ with others in 
our midst opens our hearts and minds to experience 
Christ in new ways. How can you help others on 
a difficult journey to see the love of Christ in their 
surroundings? Can you find a new way to support those 
in need during the Advent season?

May the hope and joy of the Advent season be 
infectious for you and your loved ones! Merry 
Christmas! 

LAITY VOICES BY JAI VAUGHN

Jai Vaughn, Northwest 
District Lay Leader
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WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY BY HAL KNIGHT

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Emeritus Professor, 
Saint Paul School of 

Theology

We can only 
marvel at this 

love; we can only 
respond with 

unending praise 
and thanksgiving. 

And, as Wesley 
says in the 

sermon, “If God 
so loved us, how 
ought we to love 

one another!”

W hen we think of passages 
of scripture that tell the 

Christmas story we naturally gravitate 
to Luke and Matthew. 

But if we were to find an appropriate 
passage in Paul, we might turn to 
Philippians 2:5-8, where Paul is citing 
an early hymn of the church:
Let the same mind be in you that 
was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself, 
and became obedient to the point of death 
– even death on a cross. (NRSV)

As he reflects on this passage in his 
sermon “God’s Love to Fallen Man,” 
John Wesley asks:
What manner of love is this wherewith the 
only-begotten Son of God hath loved us! 
So as to ‘empty himself,’ as far as possible, 
of his eternal Godhead!

As to divest himself of that glory which 
he had with the Father before the world 
began! As to ‘take upon him the form of a 
servant, being found in fashion as a man’! 
And then to humble himself even further, 
‘ being obedient unto death, yea, the death 
of the cross!

We think of Christmas as a time of 
peace and good will. We are right to 
do so, although our conception of what 
they mean may be a bit less than what 
the angelic hosts proclaimed. But what 
we miss so often about Christmas is 
what Wesley expresses so well: the 
sheer astonishment that God the Son 
would become one of us, and indeed 
one of us not born in a royal family but 
among the poor of Galilee. What kind 
of God does this?

Wesley is clear that it is a God who 
loves, and whose love for us is so 
immense to defy adequate description. 
We can only marvel at this love; we can 
only respond with unending praise and 
thanksgiving. And, as Wesley says in 
the sermon, “If God so loved us, how 
ought we to love one another!”

If we seek words that begin to express 
the wonder at what God has done, 
we could do no better than to look to 
Charles Wesley. In his Nativity Hymns 
he writes these lines: 
Him the angels all ador’d
heir Maker and their King.
Tidings of their humbled Lord
they now to mortals bring:
Emptied of his majesty, 
of his dazzling glories shorn,
Being’s source begins to be,
and God himself is BORN!
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For more event Information visit: 
www.moumethodist.org/events

Apportionment Deadline
JANUARY 10, 2023

The final date to submit 2022 apportionment payments is 
January 10, 2023. Any apportionment payment sent after 
December 31, 2022, will need to be sent with guaranteed 
delivery before 12pm on January 10 (i.e., FedEx/UPS/USPS 
Guaranteed Deliver).

You should also contact Lindsay Ready lready@
moumethodist.org; (573-441-1770 ext 248) and notify her 
if you have sent payment after December 31. Payments 
may always be hand-delivered to the Columbia office 
during business hours. Any payments received after 
12:00pm on January 10, 2023, will not be credited to 
2022 apportionments. Contact Lindsay Ready if you have 
questions or concerns.

Year-End Reports
STATS MODULE OPENS ON DECEMBER 26, 2022
STATS DUE BY JANUARY 25, 2023 

Give the Gift of Camp
This holiday season, give the gift of making new friends, 
screaming down the water slide, learning more about God 
and experiencing the great outdoors. Give the gift of an 
impactful, personal growth experience. Give the gift of 
camp!
 
From December 1 until December 21, NextGen Camping 
Ministries is offering a discounted rate for its overnight 
camping experiences. This will be the lowest price available 
for 2023 summer camp dates.
 
Sign up today for camping opportunities for ages nine 
through 18. Visit www.nextgencamps.org to view 2023 
camping dates and find best fit for you and your camper. 
Please note this discount doesn’t apply to day camping 
experiences.
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BY ERIC MATTSON

Mindful attention practiced within 
contemplative photography 

incorporates actions which help bring the 
present moment into consciousness. It’s a 
way to expand consciousness. The process 
begins with attention focused on purpose, in 
the present moment, and nonjudgmentally. 
The more you carve out time to take photo 
walks or carry a camera around with you, 

the more opportunity there is to improve 
your ability to pay attention and bring the 
present moment into consciousness, a 
useful ability. The focused view through 
the camera allows in a heightened 
awareness of the background/foreground 
relationship and interaction and much more. 
Prayerful abandonment to the image and 
to the creative process nurtures a deeper 

relationship with God. There’s a Zenlike 
quality to contemplative photography which 
cultivates a sense of inner peace throughout 
daily life. You notice new things about the 
familiar. You become sensitive to perspective. 
You become aware of change. When you alter 
the way you see, you transform the person 
who sees. “Be dressed for action and have 
your lamps lit” (Luke 12:35)


