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Do I look like I’m embroiled in controversy and conflict to you?
I recently had the privilege of accompanying an Early Response Team from Missouri to 
Louisiana (see story on page 10). Most of the team was from La Croix, one of our United 
Methodist churches in Cape Girardeau. I don’t know if La Croix attracts good people or if it 
makes them good after they get there, but everyone I’ve ever met from that church has never 
failed to impress me. They’re a spirit-filled people eager to put their faith into action. 

There were also people there from a few of our other United Methodist churches around the 
state, and they all immediately blended together into a team without division. Of course, having 
17 people stay in a three-bedroom house without any furniture required some blending, but it 
was seamless enough to be worth noting. As an outside observer, I couldn’t tell the difference 
between people who had been friends for decades and ones who had met the night before. 

In my job, I have the privilege of visiting a lot of United Methodist churches. Some of them are 
quite different from others, based on their local cultural context. And some are quite different 
than others even though they are only a few miles apart. But they all have much more that unites 
them than that divides them. 

When I hear people refer to the United Methodist Church as an institution in chaos with deep 
divisions, it is puzzling. I can take a walk into any of our 700 United Methodist churches in 
Missouri on any given Sunday morning, and I wouldn’t describe any of them as an institution in 
chaos. Maybe down in the basement in the preschool room, but that’s about it. 

I would describe the United Methodists as people who love God and come together to worship and 
serve as the body of Christ. They share a common desire to make disciples and transform the world. 

When I hear talk about what great division exists in the United Methodist Church, I think they 
are confusing the church, and United Methodists in general, with a General Conference meeting 
that happens every four years. That meeting addresses a lot of things. A few things out of those 
lot of things tend to be disagreed upon. Yet, compared to almost any other institution or part of 
society, the conversations around these few contentious topics proceed in an orderly matter. There 
might be a protest where some people walk around as a small group or sit somewhere in silence. 
Maybe a song with a particular message will be sung during a break. That’s about as embroiled in 
conflict as it gets. People who are close to and work hard on issues of disagreement do experience 
frustration and disappointment when things don’t go as they would hope, but it is far from chaos.

I’ve noticed that most of the people talking about how the United Methodist Church is in a state 
of disarray have never been to General Conference. I’ve been tasked with reporting on five of 
them. A large part of these sessions has nothing to do with some tremendous theological divide. 
Good worship sessions are vital to breaking up largely boring business sessions trying to hammer 
out the details required to be a large international church. The whole thing works in a more 
unified fashion than Congress, most city councils or even some local school boards. The process 
is so methodical that it can be called burdensome or bureaucratic, but it doesn’t feel like someone 
would be compelled to distance themselves from it. We’re entering a season of coming together. 
May we have patience in our Advent season of waiting and preparation as we move into a time of 
renewing our unity. 
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of the world.
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Phil Brinson of LaCroix United Methodist 
Church in Cape Girardeau (left) and Scott 
Reed of First UMC in Warrensburg speak 
to Daniel Ledet in Chauvin, Louisiana about 
hurricane damage on his property.
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MESSAGE FROM BISHOP FARR

This scripture of Simeon’s blessing of Jesus is usually 
reserved until after Christmas. However, in preparing 

for Advent this year, I was struck by two scripture lines in the 
Simeon story of Jesus’ blessing in the temple.

First is in verse 30: “With my eyes, I have seen your salvation 
which you have prepared in the presence of all people.” The 
second is in verse 34: “This child is … to be a sign that will be 
spoken against.”

The dichotomy between the two scriptures of seeing salvation 
and being spoken against reminded me of a science lesson about 
the universe. The third law of Sir Isaac Newton’s laws of physics 
says if you push on anything, it pushes back on you; the bigger 
the push, the bigger the push back.

We have had a couple of years where this concept has been 
right in our face. For every side, there is a counter side. For 
every opinion, there is a counter opinion. For every action, there 

Luke 2:25-35 | Key verse: 34-35 (The Message)

This child marks both the failure and

the recovery of many in Israel,

A figure misunderstood and contradicted —

the pain of a sword-thrust through you —

But the rejection will force honesty,

as God reveals who they are.

For Every 
Action, There 
Is A Reaction

Bishop Farr, 
Missouri 

Conference of The 
United Methodist 

Church
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is a counter action. One news outlet reports 
things are one way; another news outlet 
reports the same facts another way. It feels 
more conflicting today than at any other time 
in my ministry. 

However, it has always been like this. Jesus 
enters planet earth, and angels sing Glory. On 
the other hand, King Herod orders the death 
of every male child under age two. 

The scriptures are very honest about our 
brokenness. Simeon saw his salvation, while 
others would speak against and reject Jesus. 
The scripture says Jesus will reveal who and 
whose we are. It will be the recovery of sight 
to the blind for some and a stumbling block 
for others. Jesus’ mother and father were 
speechless and surprised by Simeon’s words 
and forecasts of the future. 

The last two years’ events have been very 
revealing about who we are and whose we are. 
It has been very revealing about the state of 
our souls. Our normal became unhinged, and 
we all are still trying to find our way.

The first Christmas upended everything in 
the first century, and “normal” went out the 
door. Surprising to us, the first Christmas 
was a sort of revealing and a disparity. It was 
a push on humanity’s way of doing things, or 
religion’s way of doing things. 

John’s gospel says, “God moved into the 
neighborhood.” Yet, some of the neighbors 
didn’t want that because their religion was 

much more comfortable with God being kept 
up at the temple. The birth of Jesus pushed 
against the nature of things, and the nature of 
things pushed back. 

The news this fall has us worried about supply 
chains to the stores. Some go so far as to say 
that Christmas will be disrupted, and orders 
delayed. News flash! Orders might be delayed, 
but Jesus’ arrival is not disrupted. If we can see 
past all the Christmas lights, we might see that 
Jesus is disrupting the normal of our human 
ways and reminds us that God has other ways. 

The last two years have been something! We 
can either see it as gloom and doom or see 
God’s revealing a new way! The Bible is clear. 
All things work toward the good of those who 
love God. Luke says (2:19), “Mary kept all 
these things and pondered them in deep inside.” 

May we see the new revelation and declare, as 
Simeon did, “I have seen the salvation prepared 
for all peoples.” It will reveal who and whose 
we are. Let us declare with Simeon, “With my 
own eyes, I’ve seen your salvation.” 

It’s now out in the open for everyone to see. 
May it be so.

In Christ, 

Bishop Farr, Missouri Conference 
of The United Methodist Church

“With my eyes, I have seen your salvation which you have prepared in the 

presence of all people. This child is…to be a sign that will be spoken against.”
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The U.S. military completed its withdrawal from 
Afghanistan on August 30, concluding its 20-

year war there. The country watched the capital city 
of Kabul fall into chaos during the final stages of the 
withdrawal. On August 26, 13 U.S. service members 
were killed in a suicide bombing as they screened 
evacuees outside the Hamid Karzai International 
Airport in Kabul. 

The military withdrawal coincided with Operation 
Allies Refuge. This United States military operation 
airlifted certain at-risk Afghan civilians, particularly 
interpreters, U.S. embassy employees and other 
prospective Special Immigrant Visa applicants from 
Afghanistan. U.S. personnel also helped NATO and 
regional allies in their respective evacuation efforts 
from Kabul. The operation was concurrent with the 
larger American military withdrawal from Afghanistan 
and the multinational evacuation of eligible 
foreigners and vulnerable Afghans. SIV applicants 
were airlifted to the United States, where the U.S. 
military temporarily housed roughly 75,000 while they 
completed their SIV requirements.

Having that many refugees present in the U.S. in 
immediate need of resettlement is a very different 
process than the typical process of admitting refugees 
from refugee camps, which can take years and usually 
involves a small number of people at a time. The 

sudden change has created challenges for resettlement 
agencies and opportunities for the churches that 
support them. 

Linda Robb was part of a small group at Missouri 
UMC in Columbia that was motivated to help with the 
situation, so they approached the pastor and formed a 
team.

“Many people in the church are moved by the situation 
and want to help,” Robb said. “Just imagine if you 
landed in another country with a different culture and 
you had nothing.” 

They learned that Catholic Charities is the resettlement 
organization for central and northern Missouri. 

Melissa Clark volunteered to be the mission contact 
with Catholic Charities and organized about 30 other 
volunteers into ten teams. 

“I’ve connected with people in the church who want to 
help who I didn’t even know before this,” Clark said. 

Three people from the church participated in a six-
hour training at Catholic Charities. Then on October 
22, Catholic Charities brought the training to the 
church and 25 people. People are also participating in a 
mandatory two-hour online training. 

CHURCHES CALLED ON TO LOVE THEIR NEIGHBOR
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The church will initially be sponsoring one family 
and is the first church in Columbia to do so. They 
will be matched with a large family since they have 
ample volunteer resources. The church can donate the 
family a maximum of $4,000 to help initially with 
rent, a security deposit, hooking up utilities and other 
expenses associated with establishing a residence.

Rev. Troy Bowers, the senior pastor at Missouri, is 
encouraged by the church’s enthusiasm to help. 

“As a pastor, I’m thrilled to be serving a church that 
has a history and legacy in mission,” Bowers said. 

“We want to be their community, not their savior. The 
strongest relationships are forged in giving and take, 
and you learn from each other’s experience.”

As plans were being made in Columbia, about 30 miles 
east, members of the Rotary Club in Fulton quickly 
responded and organized a community meeting to seek 
partners to aid in Afghan resettlement. Mona Bartley 
is on the mission and outreach committee at Court 
Street UMC. She went to the community meeting said 
it “struck a chord.” 

“Jesus loves you and loves all of the children of the 
world. That’s what we’re doing here. We’re taking them 
the love of Jesus,” Bartley said. 

The Phi Delta Theta fraternity at Westminster College 
in Fulton has donated the use of an empty duplex 
for a family until next July. Sue Lippincott of Court 
Street was part of a team that cleaned up the house in 
preparation for the family’s arrival. The local Christian 
church uses a storage area to collect furniture and 
bedding for the home. 

The two women from Court Street completed the 
31-page application for volunteers, submitted to 
background checks and did a training that they 
described as the Catholic Charities version of the 
United Methodist Safe Gatherings process. The church 
was told to expect a couple with nine children, ranging 
from two to 18 years old.

One other large family was already temporarily 
resettled in Fulton temporarily in late October. They 
have seven children, including one that is four weeks 
old who was born in the U.S. 

“The goal is to get them to self-sufficiency as quickly as 
possible,” Lippincott said. “The timing is good because 
there are a lot of employment opportunities in Fulton 
now.”

Bartley is part of the education committee for the 
resettlement team. A former teacher and school 
librarian, she is taking an English as a Second 

A family from Afghanistan resettles in the Kansas City area. Photo courtesy of Della Lamb.
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Language course with Catholic Charities to assist the 
families. It’s a situation she’s been in before. “In my 30 
years with the school, we always had a few children 
who didn’t speak English,” she said.

Dan Lester is executive director of Catholic Charities 
of Central and Northern Missouri, a 38-county area. 
The organization has been helping refugees resettle 
in the area for over 40 years and initially worked 
primarily with people from Vietnam and other regions 
in Southeast Asia and the Middle East. But the current 
process with people from Afghanistan is different in 
some fundamental ways. 

“Realistically, I think we will likely still be receiving 
people in January, February or even March,” Lester 
said. 

After the refugees move in, there’s more work to do. 
They need assistance enrolling in school, finding jobs, 
establishing a family doctor … starting anew with 
every aspect of life. 

When Catholic Charities partner in the federal 
government asked them how many refugees they 
could handle in central Missouri, they told them 300. 
Opening up to that many means they need a lot of 
support from other churches and organizations. 

“We can only do so much. Community sponsorships 
are a key component of our plan,” Lester said. “Getting 
faith groups involved with this is critical.” 

Having more partners doesn’t just make the initial 
process go more quickly. 

It marks instead, it the entire process goes better. 

“When we have more faith groups involved, 
the families have more community ties,” Lester 
said. “Those ties help them achieve the greatest 
independence possible as quickly as possible and helps 
them move successfully to the ultimate goal of them 
having a comfortable, safe, happy home.” 

Typically, refugees being resettled may have some ties 
to a community, like a family member or previous 
employer. But in this case, there has been little 
Afghanistan resettlement to occur in Missouri before 
now, so in most cases there is no preexisting ties to the 
community. 

As of the end of the first week of November, there had 
been 60 people from Afghanistan resettled in central 
Missouri, or about 20% of what is expected. Churches 
can sponsor families, or individuals can volunteer on 
their own. 

“We need a broad range of volunteers and skills, 
from things like cooking their first dinner in their 
new home, teaching English as a second language or 
providing transportation to a new job,” Lester said. 

“This is a beautiful example of multiple faith-based 
groups coming together with federal and state agencies 
to do life-saving work. Collaboration is making a real 
difference.” 

Refugee resettlement is one of the primary charges of 
Della Lamb Community Services, a national mission 
institution of the United Methodist Women in Kansas 
City. Executive Director Ryan Hudnall said, before 
the military withdrawal, they had been working with 
some refugees from Afghanistan who had assisted U.S. 
military forces and obtained a special immigration visa, 
but it was limited. 

“We had resettled fewer than 25 refugees from 
Afghanistan in recent years. But we are expecting 300 
to 350 by February,” he said. 

They have helped about 30 Afghanistan refugees 
resettle in the area as part of this process. However, 
Hudnall says they have already encountered some 
unique needs. One situation was eight cases linked 
together through extended family ties, totaling 22 
people, so finding housing that was close together was 

A caseworker from Della Lamb helps a family from Afghanistan settle into their 
new home. Photo courtesy of Della Lamb.
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a challenge. Another case was an individual who had 
recently had heart surgery and spoke a different dialect 
than the other people. The biggest overall challenge 
has been the very short lead time between notification 
of a family coming and their arrival.

The second week of November was a critical week 
for Della Lamb because they received a large file 
of information about all of the families they were 
expected to receive. 

Before the U.S. exit of Afghanistan, Della Lamb had 
already worked to build more community sponsorship 
as part of its refugee resettlement process. As a result, 
Platte Woods United Methodist Church became more 
involved in the spring of 2021. 

“Through household donation drives and building our 
team of volunteers, we’ve helped to fully furnish two 
homes,” Platte Woods UMC Director of Missions 
Brandi Molina said. “We are currently working on 
training with Della Lamb to develop a cosponsorship 
with additional families, providing us the opportunity 
to build relationships with the families we work with 
and support them as they make Kansas City their new 
home.”

Molina said having the Afghanistan refugee 
resettlement in the news has increased interest within 
the congregation and led to more volunteers. The 
church’s goal is to help the families achieve self-
sufficiency and have good lives in their new homes. 
Hudnall says having more people on hand that are 
intentional about a loving, welcoming presence is 
essential. 

“The second tragedy of resettlement is often the 
isolation and loneliness refugees experience when they 
arrive at their new home,” Hudnall said. “There are so 
many opportunities here to love our neighbor.” 

As with mid-Missouri, affordable housing in the 
Kansas City area is a challenge, especially when 
considering the proximity to work, schools, and public 
transportation and the available housing quality. When 
people arrive very quickly, it may be necessary to house 
them in hotel rooms, but that presents a challenge 
with meals when the new arrivals don’t have access 
to a kitchen. As Della Lamb gears up to meet what is 
expected to be a sudden influx of refugees, Hudnall is 
grateful for the community response they’ve received.

“Churches across many denominational lines 
have responded,” he said. “In recent years, we’ve 
had challenges with some of the rhetoric around 
immigration, but this doesn’t have to be a polarizing 
issue. So many churches are using this time to say, 
‘Who is my neighbor?’ and ‘How do I love them?’”

Local Resettlement Agencies (LRAs)
LRAs partner with MO-ORA, providing contracted 
services directly to refugees in their community. LRAs 
receive additional funding through various sources to 
further assist refugees attain and retain self-sufficiency. 
Missouri has five LRAs throughout the state.

Columbia
Refugee and Immigration Services,
Catholic Charities of Central and Northern Missouri
916 Bernadette Drive
Columbia, MO 65203
(573) 442-7568

Kansas City
Jewish Vocational Service
4600 The Paseo
Kansas City, MO 64110
(816) 471-2808

Della Lamb Community Services
500 Woodland Ave
Kansas City, MO 64106
(816) 842-8040

St. Louis
International Institute of Saint Louis
3401 Arsenal
Saint Louis, MO 63118
(314) 773-9090

Springfield
International Institute – Southwest Missouri Branch
1114 E. Commercial
Springfield, MO 65803
(417) 887-4343
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LOOKING DEEP 
INTO THE DAMAGE
Assessment Team Explores Needs
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On October 10, a team of 
15 people traveled from 

Missouri to Golden Meadow 
United Methodist Church 
in Galliano, Louisiana, to 
assist with disaster response 
assessment. The team was 
made up of members from 
La Croix UMC in Cape 
Girardeau and The Way in 
Wentzville, Manchester in 
St. Louis and First UMC in 
Warrensburg. 

The team members were 
already trained as an Early 
Response Team, and the 
Louisiana work was like 
an on-the-job-training for 
disaster response assessment. 
The team had completed an 
abbreviated version of assessment training through an 
online class a few days before leaving for Louisiana. 

Although Hurricane Ida had hit the area five weeks 
prior, assessments were still needed in some areas 
because the damage was so widespread that some 
communities had not yet been assessed. 

“We don’t go anywhere until we’re invited,” Missouri 
Disaster Response Coordinator Scott Burdin said. “We 
had done some work in Louisiana in 2020 following 
Hurricane Laura and built some relationships, so we 
were asked to come down immediately after Hurricane 
Ida hit this year.”

Burdin had traveled to Louisiana to provide immediate 
early response assistance. The team in October was 
there to assess opportunities for recovery work for 
future teams and listen to people’s stories. The people 
they encountered seemed very willing to share and 
appreciative that people were interested in seeing if 
they needed help. 

“I’ve been through a lot of hurricanes, but this one was 
the worst,” was the refrain heard again and again as the 
volunteers went house-to-house talking to residents. 
Although levees held and flooding was not a problem 
in most areas, the power of the wind of the class four 
hurricane was at or near record-setting levels. Some 
houses were blown off of their piers or foundations. 

Others had windows and walls blown out. Roofs were 
damaged on structure after structure for 100 miles in 
one direction. Trees were uprooted or snapped off. 

The volunteers stayed in the parsonage of Golden 
Meadow UMC in Galliano. The house had received 
damage but was functional enough to accommodate 
a volunteer team. Unfortunately, the church building 
adjacent to the house was extensively damaged and 
is not in useable condition. The team conducted as 
many assessments as they could during their time 
there and entered the information into the online 
Crisis Cleanup database to be used by future disaster 
response work teams. 

Robin Owen, a registered nurse volunteering from 
The Way UMC, said the destruction saddened her but 
she was encouraged by the people’s attitude. 

“I was touched when we asked one young man who 
had lost his home what we could do to help, and he 
said, ‘Help other people,’” Owen said. “The sense of 
community has been very enlightening. People want to 
help each other and care for each other.” 

A typical house had roof damage and maybe some 
window and siding damage. But many houses have 
extreme damage, with walls blown out or houses 
entirely blown off the piers upon which they were built. 
But some hardened houses weathered the storm well. 

Golend Meadow UMC in Galliano, Louisiana. 
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Bill Lemming and Sue Bartlesmeyer of La Croix United 
Methodist Church in Cape Girardeau discuss hurricane 
damage with a homeowner in Louisiana.
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Myra and Daniel Ledet live in Chauvin, Louisiana. 
It’s near the coast when you look at a map, but in 
Louisiana, the coast is typically where marsh fades into 
the sea; it’s not an expanse of sandy beach. The Ledets 
have seen a lot of hurricanes. 

“When Hurricane Juan was here, the water was 18 
inches deep. Our house was on piers, but we still got a 
little water in it,” Myra said. “That’s when he decided 
to raise it.”

Raise it they did, jacking the house up with 12, 20-ton 
hydraulic jacks (and 14 people pitching in to keep it 
level) and setting it on 22 steel pillars, some of which 
were filled with concrete. They started at 7 a.m. and 
had the house up by 4:30 p.m. 

“I told her we were going to make it look like a 
compressor station,” said Daniel, who piloted a tugboat 
for oil companies. 

They were glad they did a few years later when 
Hurricane Rita came to town. With that one, the water 
measured 35 inches under their house. It came up five 
steps, but their home was high and dry. 

The couple was married in 1965, and Hurricane Betsy 
came soon after. The levies in the area have been 

improved, so flooding has been alleviated. But they 
still found this year’s Hurricane Ida to be the worst. 

The house sits on steel beams and is tied down with 
stainless steel cables, tightened with turnbuckles.

“You could play them like guitar strings,” Daniel said, 
commenting on the tautness of the cables. 

Although their house was unscathed, a giant tree 
they had planted not long after they were married was 
blown over onto their garage. The assessment team 
made notes of the tree and added them to the list. 

If you or your local church Disaster Response teams 
are interested in going to Louisiana, please contact 
Scott Burdin at sburdin@moumethodist.org. The 
long-term recovery response is expected to be four to 
six years. Long-term recovery efforts are updated at 
www.la-umc.org/hurricanehelp.

The best way for you and your church to immediately 
serve is by giving financially. Support the UMCOR 
disaster response by donating via Advance Project 
901670 or giving directly to Louisiana at www.secure.
anedot.com/la-conference-of-the-umc/relief.

Bill Lemming speaks to a resident whose home was blown from its piers (shown down the side of the house). 
The next set of piers are protruding through the floor inside the house.
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C lergy and laity from across the Missouri 
Conference and beyond gathered October 
22-24 in St. Louis for the first Walk Justly 

Conference. During the weekend, 12 speakers addressed 
a variety of social justice and mission-oriented topics. 
Participants also gathered for spirit-filled worship, 
prayer and fellowship. 

The mission of the Walk Justly Conference is to 
connect, resource, educate and empower individuals 
towards effective, culturally informed, context-
specific ministries. Attendees learned how to expand 
their influence and be more equipped to make their 
communities, neighborhoods, churches, and workplaces 
more open and supportive of all people.

Over the last decade, the need for serious and ongoing 
conversations around social justice has grown as we 
think about names such as Trevon Martin, Michael 
Brown, George Floyd and Briana Taylor. In addition, 
the need for ministries of social justice has sprung up in 
congregations of all denominations in response to our 
calling as Christians to love our neighbors. 

Nick Reinhardt, Manchester UMC’s social justice 
coordinator and Walk Justly Conference visionary, 
explained that “The Walk Justly Conference seeks to 
give churches and individuals the resources they need 
to create justice within their communities. We want 
to help churches find old practices or programs that 
aren’t working anymore and breathe new life into our 
commitment towards our neighbor”.

THE WORKSHOPS
The conference kicked off Friday night with an 
opening meal and culminated in an evening of praise 
and worship with a powerful message from Rev. Dr. 
Emmanuel Cleaver III, senior pastor at St. James United 
Methodist in Kansas City. Cleaver’s sermon set the tone 
for the entire conference by reminding participants that 
all people are loved by God – not just those who look, 
think and talk like us. 

On Saturday morning, following breakfast and a prayer 
service, participants spread out across the facility to 
attend a series of workshops. In addition to preaching 
the opening worship, Cleaver also facilitated a workshop 
that drew upon his personal experiences of racism as a 
young child through to his adult years. Experiences like 
cross burnings in his front yard and police intimidation 
tactics moved him to advocate for the intersection 

LEADERS 
GATHER 

TO SHARE 
ABOUT 

WORKING 
FOR JUSTICE

BY KENNA MARCUS, COMMUNICATIONS 
COORDINATOR, MANCHESTER UMC
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between faith and activism and the role of the 
institutional church in this space.

Another featured workshop was led by Dr. Joshua 
Bartholomew, adjunct professor of religious and 
theological studies at Iliff School of Theology and 
research project coordinator for Institute for the Study 
of the Black Christian Experience. His experience as 
a community organizer and as the author of several 
papers on economic justice, youth empowerment, and 
violence prevention in communities helped his workshop 
participants to get a deeper understanding of how this 
can all intersect in a call to love thy neighbor.

The Justice Buffet was a thought-provoking workshop 
led by Rev. Dr. Dietra Wise Baker, a certified anti-
racism trainer and trainer of faith-based community 
organizing in the Gamaliel Network. She provided 
her participants with the tools they might need to 
understand movement work and prepare for the 
challenges they might be presented with.

Manchester UMC’s lead pastor, Rev. Andy Bryan, who 
has fostered over 20 children and has been elected as 
a lead delegate to the 2020 General Conference, led 
a workshop that examined the different spectrums 
presented when preaching in a polarized congregation 
and the challenges that present.
 
Other workshops were led by facilitators Rev. Dr. Willis 
Johnson, Rev. Stephanie Leonard, Rev. David Bennett, 
Rev. Winter Hamilton, Rev. Brad Bryan, Rev. Karen 
Shearer, Mari Ann Moyers and Nick Reinhardt. These 
clinics focused on topics ranging from microlending to 

community outreach in rural communities to starting a 
social justice ministry.

With the plethora of information presented and the 
fellowship that this conference created, participants left 
with a renewed sense of purpose, goals and challenges 
to take back to their congregations with a fervor bound 
to create a call to action. It was a gathering of people 
dedicated to investing in a future that truly reflected 
Micah 6:8. 

The conference was not just about a gathering of like-
minded people. It started a movement that will continue 
to teach us that even though social justice is not a new 
concept, it’s in constant motion. There will always be a 
need to stand up and educate not just oneself but an entire 
community on the injustices that, until we dig deeper, are 
not just on the surface. New issues will arise daily as we 
start to chip away at the tip of the iceberg and realize so 
much more is going on underneath the surface.

The Walk Justly Conference will continue annually 
to provide tools for its participants to lead the way 
for change in their communities. In addition, it will 
empower those who seek to be educated and fellowship 
in His house through His people and His will. We hope 
to continue this tradition next year at the Walk Justly 
Conference in 2022.

This year’s Walk Justly Conference was coordinated by 
Manchester UMC in collaboration with the Missouri 
Annual Conference, the Missouri United Methodist 
Foundation and others from the Methodist connection.

The Walk Justly Conference meets at Manchester UMC in St. Louis with participants from across the Conference. 
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F or 70-plus years, Joplin was home to two types of 
Methodist Episcopal churches during the mid-1800s 

to the early 1900s: a “North” and “South” church. Other 
nearby communities, Seneca, for example, had similar 
church buildings.

Now relegated to history books, these church names had 
nothing to do with compass directions nor locations, 
according to Edith Triplett, lay minister of Trinity 
United Methodist Church. Rather, churches and their 
congregation were split solely over their beliefs on 
slavery, which by the 1840s was ripping the United 
States apart at the seams and would eventually lead to 
four years of bloody war.

After this nationwide split, Joplin was home to two 
North, or anti-slavery, Methodist Episcopal churches, 
Edith said — an all-white church and Trinity United 
Methodist, the city’s oldest Black church. A third 
Methodist Episcopal Joplin church, she said, was a 
South church, meaning its all-white congregation 
supported slavery.

It’s history such as this — which may or may not be 
known today by younger generations — that illustrates 
why Joplin’s historical Black churches and their legacies 
“should be supported and remembered at all costs,” 
Triplett said.

“As the Scripture says, ‘There’s nothing new under the 
sun,’” Triplett said. “The racism that was going on back 
then (is similar) to what’s going on now.” It may not be 
as open as it was during the mid-1800s, “but there’s still 
that underlying current of racism.”

Eventually, this split between the North and South 
Methodist churches and their congregations would heal, 
coming back together under the “United Methodist” 
banner.

And while these North and South designations have 
faded from most memories, Joplin’s Trinity UMC still 
proudly carries its designation as one of the town’s 
leading historical Black churches, operating alongside 
Unity Missionary Baptist Church, Shiloh Missionary 
Baptist Church and Handy Chapel AME Church.

Though Trinity members are proud of their history — 
there are historical photographs, proclamations and 
plaques on walls for members and guests to see — the 
church is a multicultural church through and through, as 
are the other Joplin-based Black churches, Triplett said.

“Yes, we have always been designated as a Black church 
… but we’ve had white members; way back in 1970, we 
were already a multicultural church,” she said. “Even 
now, we have white members, and we’ve had Hispanic 
members.”

Trinity, Oldest Historically 
Black Church in Joplin, 
Embraces Openness BY KEVIN MCCLINTOCK 

Rev. George & Edith Triplett
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Her marriage to George Triplett, 
who has pastored at Trinity for 
the last 25 years, was officiated 
by a white Methodist preacher, 
she pointed out, and it was also 
a white man, Thomas Connor 
— Joplin’s first millionaire, who 
contributed $15,000 toward the 
rebuilding of the Black churches 
destroyed by a tornado strike 
in 1902, which had left the 
various congregation members 
scrambling for temporary worship 
centers for many months.

But even after reunification, 
when “white” churches and 
“Black” churches were merged, 
problems stemmed from a racial 
fault line.

“There were problems there,” Edith 
said, “because in some churches, the bigger-population 
white churches, didn’t want to accept the Black 
members, and even so far as if you were there, and you 
were sitting in their pew, they would ask you to move. 
They wouldn’t go sit somewhere else. They would ask 
you to move. Oh yeah, we’ve heard all kinds of ‘horror 
stories’ over the years.

Contrast that to Trinity, where “if we come in here and 
somebody is sitting where someone normally sits, they 
sit somewhere else. They don’t stand there and stare 
them down,” she said

Based on a history of combating and overcoming 
systematic racism, Edith said it’s “very possible” that 
Joplin’s Black churches are some of the most open and 
multicultural churches found in the Joplin metro area 
today.

“I was listening to the oldies station on Sirius, and 
there were songs from the ‘60s and ‘70s (with lyrics) of 
“why can’t we all just get along?’ and “why can’t we be 
friends?’ Here, at this church, whoever comes in here is 
welcome.”

It’s not about skin color. Instead, she said “we’re all 
Christians.

“There is still that undercurrent of (racism), and I don’t 
know if it’s fueled by money and presumed power, 
but we don’t focus on (classism) here; we try to be as 
welcoming and supportive as we can,” she continued. 
“When we have prayer requests, they are lifted for 
whomever in our congregation needs prayer,” regardless 
of skin color or status, she said.

“We are a church of prayer here,” Triplett said of Trinity, 
located at 201 S. Mineral Ave. “I know all churches are 
praying churches, but we are a little band of believers 
that believe in the power of prayer and that miracles, no 
matter how small, still happen.”

The church, as a spiritual body, has been worshiping 
together for more than 100 years.

Even when the church was closed early in the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Edith and George Triplett would 
still make their way to the church and hold service. 
Sure, nobody could worship in person, but the two 
wrote letters and sent cards out, made personal phone 
calls, took food to nearby pantries and area shelters — 
they even recorded music and sermons. They made it 
available to homebound church members.

This story was originally published on October 23 in The 
Joplin Globe. 

“When we have prayer 
requests, they are lifted 

for whomever in 
our congregation 

needs  prayer.”

Photos Courtesy of The Joplin Globe
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It’s going to happen again, you know. Do you know 
how I know? Because it is this cycle that we seem 
to be in now. It’s almost like we wait for it. We are 

cringing in the corner, waiting for the other shoe to 
drop. Then when “it” happens, we are surprised again 
— caught off-guard again. Aren’t you tired of that? 
Aren’t you tired of feeling unprepared? Aren’t you 
ready for a new narrative in our country around race, 
culture and how we live together? I know I am. 

When it comes to this particular topic, most of us tend 
to shy away in fear or feel a sense of confusion because 
we don’t know how to respond. I get it. However, 
it’s time to move into a state of preparedness and 
equipping so that you know what to do when these 
events happen … because they will happen again. The 
truth of the matter is, they are happening all of the 
time. 

If You See Something, Say Something
You see this everywhere in an airport. When the 
genuine threat of danger during airplane travel 
slipped back into our consciousness as a country, 
airports around started posting these signs. Airport 
officials knew that it would be impossible for them to 
catch everything. So they put this phrase in front of 
travelers. If you see something, say something. This 
phrase communicates to those who would see it that 

safety is up to us 
all at some level. 
It communicates 
that we have 
a part in 
attempting to 
look out for 
one another. 
It creates a 

collectiveness of culture within 
us when we see the sign. It 
creates a collective awareness. 

What does this mean for those 
in the faith community and 
as leaders of God’s people? 
Well, if you see something, say 
something. If you see someone 
hurting in your congregation and 
you know that it’s over a racially 
charged event, acknowledge that you see them. If you 
see a person on your leadership teams who mentions 
how they feel about a newsworthy event or something 
that happened to them personally, be present with 
them. Ask more questions and make fewer statements. 
Let them know that you are there and present if they 
need to talk or to process. Grieve with them. Mourn 
with them. Pray with them. I mean, that is what we 
are called to do as ministers anyway, right? 

Just because someone is struggling around a topic or 
issue that is racially charged doesn’t mean that they 
are no longer a human being anymore. Treat this just 
like you would treat a team member or someone from 
your congregation dealing with a spiritual issue. You 
would walk with them, be fully present, and ask how 
you could help. 

If you see something, say something. This is where 
your leadership intuition needs to kick in, and you 
need to have great awareness. Build your leadership 
intuition as well as your learning muscle. If you 
see something, say something. Something kind. 
Something full of light. Something that will lead 
others to the character of Christ, not the depravity of 
human opinions and thought. 

What To Do When 
Racially Charged 
Events Happen 

If you see something, say 
something. Something kind. 
Something full of light. 
Something that will lead others 
to the character of Christ, 
not the depravity of human 
opinions and thought. 

BY NIKKI LERNER

Nikki Lerner,
Culture Coach

www.nikkilerner.com
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WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY BY HAL KNIGHT

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology

“I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me.” These words are 
from Jesus’ parable of the sheep and 
the goats found in Matthew 25:35 
(NRSV). When asked when it was 
that the sheep ministered to Jesus, he 
says, “just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my 
family you did it unto me.” (v. 40)

John Wesley and his Methodists 
took these words to heart. The 
point of salvation was for us to love 
as God loves, loving both God and 
the neighbor. To love the neighbor 
was to love “every soul which God 
hath made, every man on earth, as 
our own soul.” (“An Earnest Appeal 
to Men of Reason and Religion,” ¶ 
2) That includes the stranger. 

Wesley was concerned about 
persons facing religious persecution 
in Europe, some of which migrated 
to safety in Great Britain or the 
American colonies. But there was 
also economic disruption. People 
in England were being forced off 
ancestral lands, making their way 
to unfamiliar places to find work 
in coal mines or factories. In their 
vulnerable position they were easy 
victims of crime, much as refugees 
are today. But crime apart, their 
living conditions were deplorable. 

Steve Rankin describes the 
situation in Manchester this 
way: “People came to work in 
the growing cotton industry and 
wound up living in hastily built 

dwellings. The unfortunates living 
in the basement ‘apartments’ found 
themselves below the level of the 
street, with raw sewage running 
in the ditches outside a solitary 
window opening with no way 
to close it. The conditions were 
appalling as the tenements were 
hopelessly infested with vermin and 
all kinds of diseases.” (Henry H. 
Knight III, ed, From Aldersgate 
to Azusa Street, Wipf and Stock, 
2010, p. 41)

With Wesley’s approval, Methodists 
sprang into action. In London, 
John Gardner formed the Strangers’ 
Friends Society in 1785, with its 
visitors seeking the poor in the attics 
and ceilings of nearby Spitalfields 
and East End. (Tim Macquiban, 
“Friends of All?” in Richard P. 
Heitzenrater, ed, The Poor and 
the People Called Methodists, 
Abingdon, 2002, p. 122). 

Grocer Thomas Fildes was one 
of the founders of the Strangers’ 
Friends Society in Manchester, 
where they provided “clean 
bedding, food, medicine, and 
sometimes furniture” to the factory 
workers as well as sharing the 
gospel. (Rankin, 41). In the end 
they provided aid to around 60,000 
people in Manchester who were to 
them total strangers. (42)

Why did they do this? First, they 
had received a new life in Christ 
in which love was increasingly 

governing their 
hearts and 
lives. 

Second, they 
became aware 
of the dire 
situation 
faced by these 
newcomers 
and, because of 
that love, acted 
to alleviate it. It was simply the sort 
of thing a person who loves God 
and neighbor would do. 

Today the crisis of refugees and 
displaced persons is just as dire and 
is global in extent. Wars, gangs, 
abuse, economic collapse, climate 
change and more are forcing people 
either to flee for their lives or make 
wrenching decisions about whether 
to leave their homelands. 

Among the places they come to is 
America. As in Wesley’s day we are 
as Christians called to welcome the 
stranger. 

Welcoming the Stranger
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MISSOURI UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION

As a pastor or lay leader, have you ever looked at 
your church budget and thought, “Whew, we 

need some help.” Well, that is what YOUR Missouri 
United Methodist Foundation is here for! 

And now is a great time to make the MUMF 
connection. Here are two programs that can make a 
real difference in 2022 for pastors and congregations:

YRS (Year-Round Stewardship) – 2022 Cohorts 
Move your church from a culture of scarcity to a 
culture of generosity – and see how it can change 
everything about how ministry and missions are 
funded – and open new pathways of discipleship for 
people in all ages and stages within the church.

In the month of December, MUMF invites you and 
your leadership team to sign up for a 2022 Year-
Round Stewardship cohort. The YRS Cohorts offer 
a 12-month opportunity to learn about, and practice, 

year-round stewardship in real time – and to share 
with, and learn from, the practical experience of other 
churches. 

Cohorts are led by MUMF’s Director of Development  
Laura Murphy. Laura has an extensive background in 
fundraising and development and has been a pastor 
of several churches where she has practiced what she 
preaches! 

Cohorts meet by Zoom twice in January and then once 
monthly for 60-90 minutes for the rest of the year. 
Each cohort will include up to six church teams (pastor 
and two to five laity), assembled by affinity groups 
based on similar worship size, setting and culture. 

Feedback From The 2021 Cohorts
“The sessions have helped our church team to be more 
comfortable talking about money, campaigns, donor rights, 
giving guidelines and stewardship. We can now design 

STUDENT LOAN FORGIVENESS
Pastors, this could be an answer to your prayers.
Your Money Line is a personal financial hotline now 
working with Missouri pastors who want to reduce 
or eliminate their student loan debt through the 
Public Service Loan Forgiveness program. 

Your Money Line is provided by C2FM for all 
pastors, free of charge. Start a conversation today by 
registering at www.yourmoneyline.com/mumf or call 
Your Money Line at 833-890-4077.

Connect with Foundation 
Resources: YRS & YML
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Stay up-to-date with breaking news, 
upcoming events and important 
information from the Missouri United 
Methodists by subscribing to Net News
www.moumethodist.org/stayconnected

Subscribe 
to Net News

financial plans for our church to move forward with a much 
greater understanding of what lies behind the numbers.” 

“Stewardship doesn’t ‘ just happen!’ This cohort has given me 
and the team the tools and the inspiration we need to help 
stewardship ‘ happen!’” 

The 2022 cohorts begin the week of January 10th. There 
are multiple opportunities to sign up for evening or 
daytime cohorts. For more information or to register, 
check out the “events” page at www.mumf.org or call 
Laura at 913-908-6379.

YML for Pastors & Families
A key starting point for every pastoral leader is getting 
on top of one’s own personal finances. Your Money 
Line is a financial counseling service available to every 
Missouri UM pastor free of charge as part of the 
Foundation’s C2FM program. 
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MUSIC MATTERS

F or thousands of years, music has sustained cultural 
traditions in our homes, acted as a learning or 

teaching tool for nearly every subject and age group, and 
enriched our worship experience. Music is powerful. As 
Christians, music in our services has been what helps 
us remember and respond to the goodness of God, His 
grace and mercy, and sovereignty overall. 

While the music alone isn’t what worship is about, it’s a 
powerful corporate expression of our inner or individual 
praise. Whether we are an instrumentalist in the 
band, choir members, cantor, organists or a part of the 
congregation, this is true. That’s just how powerful the 
music is itself. 

I’m always blown away at how worship music has been 
such a catalyst and reminder of who I am outside of 
the traditional worship setting. It reminds me that our 
worship experiences change us within and reflect what 
the writer Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old 
has gone, the new is here!”

I’ve had the pleasure of sharing my gifts as a musician 
locally and abroad for the past decade. I have played 
in many venues in my city, St. Louis, in schools, parks 
and especially in church. I once was playing at a local 
venue downtown when I had the incredible experience. I 
went through my normal routine; I drank two glasses of 
water, gathered my band, we prayed, and I hugged and 
kissed my wife. Then, we went on to play our set. This 
time I felt like I was “in the zone.” I wasn’t missing too 
many notes, I had written most of the songs, and the 
ones I didn’t write, I frequently sing on Sundays. So, it 
was easier for me to connect with the audience. 

The set was finally over, and much to my surprise, I 
was greeted by a big table of about 10 college students. 
They had been digging every minute of the set. The first 
statement from one young woman was, “You must be a 
Christian.” Then another of the group asked, “Are you a 
church musician?” Then another asked, “A pastor?” Now 
at this point, I was a little discouraged. The musician in 

me felt a little exposed. As 
a musician, I wanted to feel 
a little mysterious. But that 
wasn’t possible this time. 

They could see something 
different in me and all 
of us. The music and the 
message transcended who I 
was. They were right, and I 
let them know. And Paul’s 
words had never appeared 
more real to me. I am a new creature, and that’s the 
impact worship has had on me. It has turned me into 
a new creature in Christ! It didn’t stop there, though; I 
think they were reminded that they too were children of 
God! 

That’s the power of music — it helps us to remember 
who God is. Because of God’s sovereignty, any of our 
gifts can be used to honor, express, and reflect the 
goodness of God and his grace and mercy. I must believe 
my posture, speech, mannerisms and even stage banter 
have been shaped around the place where I practice 
expression the most — in a church service. 

This likely isn’t news. I hope this reminds you of 
stories you know that are similar. I think most of us as 
Christians long for our lights to shine! It becomes even 
more clear to me how little my part was in the story I 
shared. I’m incredibly thankful to be a member of the 
United Methodist Church, where circuit-riding laid the 
foundation for sharing the gospel through our gifts in 
the world with excellent mobility.

My prayer is that our praise and worship would be a 
catalyst for more stories of the gospel to be shared in 
our homes, jobs, school and throughout the world in 
whatever we do. May the lyrics and stanzas we sing 
and recite be impressed in our hearts and on our minds 
regardless of what style of music or worship service 
you experience. And may we embody full expression of 
God’s goodness, whatever that looks like for each of us! 

BY REV. NICK SAVAGE | SALEM & THE CONNECTION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH | ST. LOUIS
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WHAT WE WERE

S ay the name George Caleb 
Bingham, and immediately, 

images of westward expansion and 
the role of the mighty Missouri and 
Mississippi Rivers come to mind. 
Bingham is one of the foremost 
artists in American Art History. 
His determination to become an 
artist first had to overcome the 
temptation to become a Methodist 
preacher. 

Bingham’s story begins in Virginia, 
where he was born on March 20, 
1811, in Augusta County on the 
family plantation located on the 
South River. He was the son of 
Henry Vest Bingham and Mary 
Amend Bingham. His paternal 
grandfather, George Washington 
Bingham, was a local Methodist 
preacher.

Unfortunately, George Caleb 
Bingham’s parents went bankrupt, 
and the family, including maternal 
grandfather Matthias Amend, 
moved to central Missouri in 1819, 
where they opened a hotel in the 
bustling town of Franklin on the 
north bank of the Missouri River.

At this hotel, an artist named 
Chester Harding painted a portrait 
of the life of Daniel Boone. 

Nine-year-old George Caleb 
watched in wonder as Harding 
applied paint and brush to canvas. 

Bingham was hooked! Then tragedy 
struck. In 1822 Matthias Amend 
drowned while fishing along the 
banks of the Missouri River. A year 
later, Henry Vest Bingham died at 
the age of 38. Both of the major 
family breadwinners were now 
deceased. The family was bankrupt. 
Mary Amend Bingham and her 
children ranging in age from 3 to 14 
were destitute.

The family moved across the 
Missouri River to Arrow Rock, 
where they owned a farm. 
Determined to help in every possible 
way, George worked in the fields 
and baled hay with all the attendant 
allergy problems. It became quickly 
evident to his mother that he was 
not going to be able to farm. Hay 
fever and allergic asthma would not 
allow this. 

Enter the Methodists. Reverend 
Jesse Green was a cabinetmaker 
as well as the Methodist minister 
in Arrow Rock. Mary believed 
that George could learn a trade, 
plus his paternal grandfather back 
in Virginia had been a Methodist 
preacher. Unfortunately, churches 
were not well established in the 
West, and so most preachers were 
circuit riders. 

That meant they rode from place 
to place, often under conditions of 
great danger, and preached wherever 

they could. 
Reverend 
Green 
agreed to 
work with 
young 
Bingham. 
Within a 
year, Green 
concluded 
that he had taught George Caleb 
Bingham everything he knew 
and that Bingham should transfer 
downstream to Boonville, Missouri, 
to work with the Methodist circuit 
rider, Justinian Williams, who was 
likewise a cabinet-maker on the side. 
Accordingly, in 1828 Bingham left 
his family and moved to Boonville, 
where he studied and worked with 
Williams. Reverend Justinian 
Williams took the teenaged 
Bingham with him riding the circuit 
and to camp meetings. 

Soon young George Caleb Bingham 
was preaching. Bingham also 
dabbled in reading law as he thought 
about his future and what he wanted 
to do with his life. However, no 
matter how hard he thought, art 
won out. At 19-years-old, George 
Caleb Bingham started for St. Louis 
to make his fortune as an artist. 
He never looked back. His career 
choice was made to the loss of the 
Methodist Church, but his works 
are a permanent depiction of life in 
early Missouri. 

Artist, Minister, Lawyer: 
What To Become?

BY MARY ELLEN MCVICKERS

George Caleb Bingham 
Self Portrait
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S ix months ago, NASA astronaut Col. Mike 
Hopkins was 250 miles above the earth, orbiting 
the planet at 17,000 miles per hour, circling the 
globe 16 times per day. He was commander of 

a crew that went up to the International Space Station 
about a year ago. It was his second time in space. On 
November 9, he spoke at Richland United Methodist 
Church via Skype from the Johnson Space Center. He 
opened his presentation with a view picture taken from 
the International Space Station of the farm he grew up 
on – just outside of Richland. 

Hopkins showed pictures of his fourth-grade class and 
the farm. When he was a kid, he knew what he wanted 
to be: a truck driver. 

“I still want to be a truck driver when I retire from this, 
but my wife and I need to talk about that more,” he said. 

It was in high school that he became fascinated with 
space. He earned his B.S. in aerospace engineering at 
the University of Illinois and then a master’s in aerospace 
engineering at Stanford. After earning his first degree, 
he entered the Air Force and later became the first 
astronaut to transfer from the Air Force to the newly 
created Space Force. 

He conducted a presentation for the group gathered at 
the United Methodist church in Richland about his work 
on the space station, then fielded questions. Many of the 
people asking questions were familiar faces, including 
his former school teachers and neighbors. He was asked 
about how difficult it was to acclimate to being in space 
and to coming home. He said on his first trip, after the 
rockets shut off and he first experienced microgravity, 
he had the sensation he was falling for about 24 hours. 
But he got used to it. It wasn’t bad because he was finally 
getting to experience something he had trained to do for 
years. 

Six months in space means returning home also comes 
with great anticipation. 

“Going into space is achieving a lifelong dream, but 
coming back to Earth is even better,” he said. 

Someone asked him about his scariest time, and he 
said that once while standing on a robotic arm during a 
spacewalk, the arm jerked to a sudden stop, and when his 
body shifted in his spacesuit, he thought he had broken 
loose. 

Rural 
Missourian 

Achieves 
Dream of 

Space Travel

Setting 
Sights
 High
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“For a couple of seconds, 
I thought I was adrift in 
space,” he said. 

Someone asked him how 
he washed clothes in space.

“You don’t,” he said. He 
went on to describe how 
he was issued a new set of 
workout clothes every two 
weeks. 

“And I was working out two hours a day, getting 
sweaty,” he said. By the end of the two weeks, he was 
looking forward to the new set. 

He concluded his talk by addressing the big question 
of how you get from rural Missouri into space. He said 
it started with faith. 

“As I’ve gone through life, my faith has grown with 
me,” he said. “Prayer was big in getting me there.” 

The second thing he mentioned was family. When 
he met his future wife in college and told her his 
major, she asked what he wanted to do with that 
degree. When he said, “Be an astronaut,” she laughed, 
thinking that sounded like the career goal of a four-
year-old. But she learned he was serious, and she was 
very supportive. 

“Doing what I’ve done wouldn’t have mattered if I 
didn’t have a family to share it with,” he said. 

The last thing he mentioned regarding how he got 
there was crediting rural Missouri and the community 
surrounding Richland. He said the culture and role 
models there instilled upon him the value of grit and 
hard work. 

A key person in pulling the event together was church 
member Marteen Nolan. Nolan is a retired science 

teacher from Crocker and a NASA Solar System 
Ambassador.

The event was possible due to recent upgrades to 
the church, some of which were made due to the 
pandemic. 

“Two years ago, we wouldn’t have been able to do 
it,” said Rev. Mitch Henson. “But with donations 
and Covid grants from the district and the Missouri 
United Methodist Foundation, we have been able 
to move from a church that 10 years ago had zero 
technology to one with top-quality audio-visual 
systems. Leading up to the event, we had multiple 
calls and test runs with NASA to figure out how 
to make this hybrid Skype event work. We made 
adjustments and equipment changes each time, but in 
the end, it went off without any problems and was very 
high quality.”

A former biologist who had a career managing live 
animal exhibits for Bass Pro before entering vocational 
ministry, Henson is a big fan of science and welcomed 
the opportunity to host a science event like this at the 
church. 

“The more I look into science, the more I see religion 
being backed up, and the more into our theology, the 
more I see science backed up. I see two things that are 
complimentary of each other, not at odds,” Henson 
said. “Science is studying God’s creation.” 

“Going into space is 
achieving a lifelong 
dream, but coming 
back to Earth is 
even better.”
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LAITY VOICES BY AMY THOMPSON

Amy Thompson, 
Conference Lay Leader

A s we 
enter the 

Advent Season, 
it is with 
anticipation 
that I find 
my Advent 
wreath. The 
green wreath 
with the skinny 

purple and pink candles continually 
leans no matter how hard I try to 
twist them into the holders! The 
wreath sits next to my many nativity 
scenes. I can remember as a child 
the excitement I felt when I was 
allowed to use the lighter to light 
the advent wreath! I remember the 
honor I felt when my mother and I 
were asked to share the reading for 
the lighting of the advent wreath 
during a Sunday morning worship 
service. The advent wreath still 
symbolizes for me four important 
themes that never lose their 
importance in our lives — hope, 
love, joy, and peace.

Four small words carry so much 
power in changing our world. How 
can we intentionally focus on hope, 
love, joy, and peace throughout the 
year? What practices might support 
each of us in maintaining space to 
focus on hope, love, joy and peace? 
Time spent reading scripture can 
be a practice. Investing time in a 

supportive small group can offer 
space for holding hope, love, joy 
and peace. Engaging in serving 
others can enhance hope, love, joy 
and peace. Prayer can be another 
practice that promotes hope, love, 
joy and peace.

In a recent gathering, Rev. David 
Gilmore shared a devotional that 
contained a breath prayer. A prayer 
that could assist us in finding the 
meaning of hope, love, joy and 
peace. In this broken world that 
we live in, we can all use prayer. In 
this hurting world, we can all use a 
focus that unites us. He lifted these 
ponderings … What kind of body 
would this body look like if this 
body took the time to pray with and 
pray for each other? What kind of 
body would this body become if this 
body took the time to pray with and 
pray for each other in the Missouri 
Annual Conference?

He issued a challenge that each 
person set aside five minutes 
each morning to offer a prayer of 
transformation. Inhale and fill your 
lungs with air. Say, “Lord, change 
me.” Exhale slowly. Say, “And make 
us one!” He encouraged us to offer 
this prayer in a spirit of expectation 
that our God will open our physical 
and spiritual eyes to see opportunities 
and engage with others.

The Advent Season is a time of 
preparing and waiting. Our faith 
teaches us to embrace a time of 
longing, hope and expectation. 

I would say this prayer of 
transformation can offer hope, 
love, joy and peace. Let’s prepare 
ourselves to encounter a quiet space 
each morning, a space where we 
can offer this breath prayer during 
the Advent Season. Join me, the 
members of Mission Council and 
others from across the Conference 
in offering this breath prayer each 
morning for five minutes. If we pray 
this prayer with an expectation that 
God is at work … what might this 
body look like? What might this 
body become? How might you and I 
be changed?

May we unite in prayer this Advent 
Season so that our bodies might 
look and become different. May we 
unite in prayer this Advent Season 
so we can all experience hope, love, 
joy and peace. 

Inhale and fill your lungs with air. 

Say, “Lord, change me.” 

Exhale slowly. 

Say, “And make us one!” 

Repeat.

Lord, Change Me 
& Make Us One
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For more event Information visit: 
www.moumethodist.org/events

Apportionment Deadline
MONDAY, JANUARY 10
Contact: Tiffany Beene | tbeene@moumethodist.org 
Website: www.moumethodist.org/apportionments

Using apportionments to support annual conference 
and denominational benevolences is a distinctive feature 
of United Methodism. Apportionment giving financially 
underwrites United Methodist ministry and mission 
beyond the local church.

Year-End Statistics Online Module Closes
MONDAY, JANUARY 31

Website: www.moumethodist.org/yearendstats

The year-end statistics online module closes on Monday, 
January 31. For more information visit our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/yearendstats.

Inspire
MONDAY, JANUARY 8 FROM 1-5PM

Location: Missouri Conference Office or Online
Website: www.moumethodist.org/events

Have you ever dreamed of starting something 
new that will reach new people? God is doing 
new things throughout the world and in the 
most unlikely places. If you have felt that 
nudge to do something different and wonder 
how you can make that possible, then INSPIRE is for you.
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BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT

W e see things not a s they are,  but 
a s we are.  That var iously used 

and expres sed concept inf luences 
photog raphy a s a spir itual discipl ine. 
The complexit y of l i fe neces sit ates the 
development of coping mechanisms just 
to funct ion .  My spor t s photog raphy, 
for ex ample,  is what it  is bec ause my 
brain ha s been condit ioned to rapidly 

make sense of what I  see unfold before 
me. For who I  am to be transformed, 
it  is crucia l  to see the world around 
me with the eyes of a chi ld .  My eyes 
need to see s ans bl inding prejudice and 
preconceived notions so that I  c an see 
more of what is there for my c amera 
to receive.  The newbie photog rapher 
experiences exhi larat ion when they 

f irst put the c amera up to their eye. 
Pract iced photog raphers’  eyes needs 
to rec apture that chi ldl ike sense of 
wonder and awe. J esus s aid ,  “ Truly 
I  tel l  you, whoever does not receive 
the k ingdom of God a s a l it t le chi ld 
wi l l  never enter it ”  (Mark 10:14).  Lord, 
renew our minds .


