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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

ABOUT THE COVER
A participant in the 

Breaking Bonds 
recovery ministry near 
Jackson holds his child 

during the ribbon-
cutting event for the 

new ministry. Read the 
story on page 6.

Fred Koenig, Editor

Fred Koenig, Editor
Missouri Conference Publications

Community in Crisis
Recently, I was going to bed more tired than usual. But it was Monday, and I hadn’t read 
the Sunday New York Times yet, so I thought I should look it over. One of the refers at 
the bottom of page 1A had a headline that said, “Sophomore Year in a Pandemic. A group 
of high school students try desperately to make it through an isolated and dire year.” Since 
I have a sophomore sleeping in the bedroom across the hall from me, I thought I should 
probably read the story. Maybe it would give me some relatable insight into his world. 

The first line of the story is this: On Aug. 11, Sarah, a cheerleader at Hickman High School 
in Columbia, Mo., turned 16 and passed her driving test.

My son is also a 16-year-old at Hickman High School. Needless to say, I kept reading. The 
story is primarily about AP World History, its teacher, some of the students and how they 
were managing through the pandemic. Spoiler alert: not very well. 

My son is in that class, so they had me. It was in the weekly magazine inserted into the paper 
and was about 13,000 words long. A long story in The Missouri Methodists is a little over 
2,000 words. The audio version of the story was an hour and 16 minutes long. It delved deep 
into the stories of several students in the class and the teacher of the class. 

One student’s mother had COVID-19, and she had to step up to help take care of her 
mother, brother and grandfather. The story mentioned people from the girl’s church 
dropping off a lot of food to help the family through this time. The rest of the students’ 
stories were far less dramatic. Theirs were stories of staying home all day, up all night, and 
not keeping up with school. They shared the dismal bond of anxiety and depression. 

The teacher in the story was a fierce advocate for remote learning when school started in the 
fall and held fast to that position in November. But she learned of its limitations. This is how 
the reporter explained her shifting position. 

She had never better appreciated that school was more than just a building; it was like a 
community-ordained safe space, a place where her students could experiment messily in the 
exercises of adulthood, with stakes that felt high even as they were safely low. It was as if the 
students en masse created a collective force field that held them all up, kept them on track; 
there was power in conformity, in streaming into the building at the same hour, reaching 
into their backpacks at the same time for their homework.

Sound like anywhere else you know? Churches and schools ran parallel paths during the 
pandemic, making rapid shifts to online adaptations that were life-savers for some, but not 
quite working for others. As things begin to come back together now, the initial stage-in 
feels less like a party and more like an experiment. Even those who were personally not 
affected by the virus or loss of life of loved ones have still experienced loss. Things people 
thought were certain in the beginning of 2020 proved to be more fragile than anyone 
realized, and that uncertainty has created stress and anxiety still felt by many. 

I give God thanks for the churches who are there to support our sophomores, and everyone 
else, as we continue to ride this out. Recovery Ministries like the one you’ll read about on 
page 6 serve a critical role in helping people break free from addiction. The community 
provided by all of our churches can help people not start down the road where they are 
leaning on alcohol and drugs to deal with the stresses in life that no one saw coming.
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MISSION Making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
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“This mystery has been kept in the dark for a long time, but 
now it’s out in the open. God wanted everyone, not just 
Jews, to know this rich and glorious secret inside and out, 
regardless of their background, regardless of their religious 
standing. The mystery in a nutshell is just this: Christ is 
in you, so therefore you can look forward to sharing in 
God’s glory. It’s that simple. That is the substance of our 
Message. We preach Christ, warning people not to add to 
the Message. We teach in a spirit of profound common sense 
so that we can bring each person to maturity. To be mature 
is to be basic. Christ! No more, no less. That’s what I’m 
working so hard at day after day, year after year, doing 
my best with the energy God so generously gives me.” 
(The Message, Col. 1:26-29)

This passage of scripture struck a chord with me this 
Easter. It reminds me that Christ is in all and at the 
same time, “Christ is in you.” Let this sink in for just 
a minute.

As I enjoy the springtime of Missouri, it reveals 
the Easter of our own God in everything, which is 
breathtaking in itself. 

But the writer of Colossians reminds us that the 
mystery of it all is in God and that God is also in 
us. God is at once working in the big picture, which 
we mostly cannot see. As Paul once wrote, we get 
but a small glimpse of the mystery of God. Yet the 
Colossians writer wants us to grasp that God is also in 
the particular in us, each of us! The writer goes on to 
say this is the substance of our message, God is in us!
This last year has been a journey, which sometimes 
has made us search for answers that seem not to be 
present. Yet through it all, God has been revealed in 
multiple new ways. 

For this article, I have included a picture of the 
Wesleyan Covenant Prayer surrounded in the cross 
of Jesus. I find it moving and representative of what 

the Colossians writer was trying 
to share in the scripture. The 
writer urges us to use our best 
energy through God to witness 
to the world God’s grace, light 
and steadfast presence in our very 
lives no matter what.

As we draw close to our Missouri 
Annual Conference Session, may 
we be a people of light and witness 
to the presence of God in our lives, world and churches. 
I know this has been a season in which festivities and 
celebrations seem hard to come by. However, look 
around and find something to celebrate. This spring as 
we emerge from the pandemic, seek to rediscover life 
and hope in our communities. The words of the old 
children’s vacation bible school song come to mind on 
page 585 of our hymnbook; this little light of mine, I’m 
going to let it shine; everywhere I go, all through the 
night, no one hides it under a bushel basket, rather they 
put it on a hilltop for all to see! May we all be a shining 
light for the world to see as we work to witness and 
change our world to resemble Heaven on Earth as Jesus’ 
prayer asks us to do!

I hope I see you at Annual Conference whether in 
person or through virtual means. May God bless the 
church. May we find unity in Christ and work for 
diversity in the Kingdom so that the Missouri Annual 
Conference of churches may be safer places for all 
people, especially for young and more diverse people, 
as we witness to find grace in Jesus Christ.
 
This rendering of John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer 
was created by Bishop Peter D. Weaver in 1997. 
It symbolizes the cross of Christ at the center of 
our life and covenant, as we are surrounded by the 
eternal circle of God’s love through all the changing 
circumstances of our days.

CHRIST IN ALL

Bishop Farr, Missouri
Conference of The
United Methodist

Church
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A participant in the Breaking Bonds ministry receives a certification of completion from a life skills course that is part of the ministry.
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Brandon Murphy was struggling with 
addiction. “I had tried everything I could 

think of,” he said. “I was raised in church. I 
went to my Dad’s grave, and said, ‘I need help.’” 

His search for help led him to Breaking 
Bonds ministry, where he studied the Bible 
and learned to be obedient. Through his own 
recovery with the Breaking Bonds ministry 
in Arkansas, Murphy discerned that God was 
calling him to lead a recovery ministry himself. 

That was about three years ago. Now Brandon 
and his wife Michelle have moved to Jackson, 
Missouri, to be directors of a new Breaking 
Bonds campus that is partnered with New 
McKendree UMC in Jackson. 

The program is seven months long and divided 
into three phases. For the first few months in 
the program, the men spend most of their time 
in the bible. In months four to six, they focus 
on life skills, and the last month is aimed at 
forming a sustainable exit plan. They try to get 
things like driver’s licenses reinstated and court 
issues resolved. 

“We don’t want them to leave the ministry 
with a list of things that they have got to 
immediately deal with,” Murphy said. “We take 
care of all of that while they are here.” 

Murphy now sees his own story reflected in 
the lives of the men who come to Breaking 
Bonds ministry seeking help. Men like Aaron 
Littlefield. 

“I was in a bad place, making poor decisions, 
did a lot of drugs since I was 13. This past six 
months was the longest I’ve been sober since I 
was 13 years old,” Littlefield said of his decision 
to seek rehabilitation.

Littlefield’s friend recommended he go to the 
John 3:16 ministry, but he couldn’t get into it, 
so he tried Breaking Bonds. 

Littlefield had tried 12-step programs but grew 
tired of everything being framed in terms of a 
“higher power” or “man upstairs.” 

“Being raised in church, and going away from 
it, I knew the answer was to come back to 
Christ and fully devote my life,” he said. 

Littlefield is now considering staying on as staff 
with Breaking Bonds. He graduated April 13. 

“This is a loving brotherhood,” Littlefield said. 
“Most of us come from a life where everyone is 
judging you. Here people see you for who you are.”

Gavin Musgrave spent four months with 
Breaking Bonds in Jonesboro before relocating 
to Jackson. He had kicked drugs a couple of 
years ago but was still drinking. He was in a car 
accident, and the court ordered him to a rehab 
program, which was an answered prayer. 

“When I was in jail, I prayed to God. I asked 
him if he wanted me to go to a rehab, that he 
court order it,” he said. 
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He also applied for the John 3:16 ministry but 
wasn’t accepted, so he ended up at Breaking Bonds. 

“Living here humbles you, and everyone could 
use a little humility,” he said. “They bring the 
Holy Spirit into it, and it’s all centered around 
Christ. When the Holy Spirit is ushered in it 
changes things. I was raised in church. I went to 
the camps. But I didn’t know how to live my life 
for Christ. We’re all broken. We all need Christ.” 

He describes Breaking Bonds as the most 
impressive place he has ever been. 

“What I didn’t know, what Breaking Bonds 
has taught me, is how to live for God,” he said. 
“I’ve picked up how to live for Christ and what 
he wants as far as being a disciple. It’s kind of 
a standard to go by for the rest of my life. You 
can’t ask for a better result.”

Jake Payne’s grandparents go to a United 
Methodist Church, and they encouraged him 
to go to Breaking Bonds to get help. He’s three 
months into the program. It is the seventh 
treatment center that he has been to. 

“This is the best one,” he said. “The people 
here really care about you. And the Holy Spirit 
moves through this place like crazy.” 

Nate Solomon agrees. He was the first local 
man to go to the Breaking Bonds ministry in 
Missouri. He grew up about four miles from the 
center. 

“I thought I’d give it a shot, although I was 
skeptical coming in,” he said. “It takes a little 
open-mindedness to go through this.”

The new location for Breaking Bonds near Jackson, 
and their partnership with New McKendree UMC, 
has been in the works for a while. Murphy was part 
of the original talks in 2019. 

“COVID-19 pumped the brakes on it,” he said. 

Progress slowed, but it didn’t stop. It helped 
that Breaking Bonds had an enthusiastic partner 
waiting in the lurch for the new location. 

Southeast District Superintendent Bruce Baxter 
met Breaking Bonds founder Casey Turner 
when he was attending his mandatory class at 
licensing school, sitting in the back row. He saw 
the light in his eyes. After completing licensing 
school, Casey Turner was serving as a licensed 
local pastor at Jonesboro United Methodist 
Church in Arkansas. 

Casey and his wife, Tiffany, had worked with 
recovery ministries at the church in Jonesboro. 
“We were failing miserably,” he said. “It was a 
revolving door.”

Turner could see that the men trying to break 
free from their addictions needed some space 
to make a separation from the life they were 
living, and they needed to be in an intensely 
spiritual and supportive environment for a 
while. Going to a meeting for an hour or two 
a few nights a week wasn’t enough for a lot of 
people in the grips of addiction to make the 
change and residential treatment facilities were 
too expensive for most people to even consider. 

He worked to develop Breaking Bonds so 
residential treatment would be available to 
people who may not be able to afford it. 
Once the facility was operational he started 
seeing a difference right away. 

“Our success rate with our 
other recovery ministries was 
about 5%, and with Breaking 
Bonds it’s been about 80%.”
casey Turner
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Brandon and Michelle Murphy, directors of Breaking Bonds Ministries in Jackson, cut the ribbon for the facility with Missouri Bishop Bob Farr.
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“Our success rate with our other recovery 
ministries was about 5%, and with Breaking 
Bonds it’s been about 80%,” Turner said. 
“This is a discipleship ministry of a recovery 
community.”

Baxter remembered Turner, was familiar with 
his work and thought that New McKendree in 
Jackson was well-positioned to partner with the 
ministry. 

New McKendree started considering becoming 
a franchise location for Breaking Bonds in 2019 
and was moving toward making that happen 
when the pandemic hit. When Rev. Bryan 
Wendling put the idea of Breaking Bonds to 
a vote in the congregation, the decision was 
unanimous. Four residents from the Arkansas 
program moved up to the New McKendree 
site. Soon more were locally sourced. On 
Sundays the residents attend worship at New 
McKendree, and the resident’s families come as 
well so they can be with them. 

“That puts about 40 more people in worship,” 
Wendling said, noting that it adds energy to 
the experience. “They are part of our family.” 
The program received a $100,000 grant from 
Congregational Excellence and another 
$50,000 grant from the Southeast District to 
get started. 

Being part of Breaking Bonds fits well with the 
mission of New McKendree United Methodist 
Church. 

“If we think of what it means to be a disciple, 
it is to take Christ’s light into the darkness. 
I can’t think of many places darker than the 
world of addiction. This is an opportunity 
for us to go and kick in that door, and give 
people an opportunity to come and not just be 
healed of addiction, but also replace that with a 
relationship with Jesus Christ,” Wendling said. 
It has been a rewarding experience for the 
church.

Gary Wheeler, a Breaking Bonds Ministries graduate, is work coordinator 
and ministry leader of the Jackson site.
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“Often in ministry you sow seeds and don’t 
see the result, but we’ve just been at this a 
short while and have already seen the fruit of 
transformed lives,” Wendling said. “The change 
is palpable. 

You see a physical change in these men after they 
come clean from alcohol and drugs. Finally, they 
get to a place where they look in the mirror and 
they don’t see an addict staring back at them, 
they see a child of God, who is loved, and worthy 
of being loved.”

The house where Breaking Bonds is located has a 
new feel and is perched atop a hill overlooking a 
picturesque countryside. 

“I didn’t know what to expect in taking a ministry 
and partnering with a church, but let me tell 
you, this has far exceeded what I ever imagined,” 
Murphy said. “It fits us like a hand in a glove.” 

The men work a few days a week on jobs in the 
community, and the compensation goes to fund 
the facility. Many of the men stay on the same 
jobs and just move up to full-time when they 
graduate from the program. 

On Mondays the men are in Bible study for six 
hours. It is led by men from New McKendree. 

New McKendree member Mike Rushing has 
been one of those leaders. He finds that he relates 
better to these men than he does to scholarly 
types. 

“These are the kind of people I’ve been around 
all my life,” he said. “They are like the working 
folks, who work down on the river.” 

Rushing has been helping with Breaking Bonds 
a few hours a week. He’s hoping that as he does 
less professionally, he’ll do more with the church.

“This is a great thing. The need was laying here, 
waiting for someone to address it,” Rushing said. 

During the ribbon-cutting for the facility on 
April 10, Rushing looked across the room at one 
of the residents holding a young infant. The baby 
was born after his father enrolled in Breaking 
Bonds. The baby will grow into a child who now 
stands a much better chance of having a father 
who is a provider for his family and doesn’t have 
his life controlled by addiction. 

“Seeing that does my heart good,” Rushing said. 

Participants’ families attended the ribbon-
cutting, as did many members of New 
McKendree. Bishop Bob Farr was there, and he 
expressed sincere appreciation for the work being 
done. 

“Rural Missouri is rampant with addiction, all 
over the state,” Bishop Farr said. “We need this 
in Joplin, Kansas City, St. Louis. This is just the 
beginning. Things that flourish take time.”

“if we think of what it 
means to be a disciple, it is 
to take christ’s light into 
the darkness. i can’t Think 
of many places darker than 
the world of addiction.”
rev. Bryan Wendling
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A lot of United Methodist pastors follow their 
call to ministry as a second career, which is 
true for Rev. Ben Lee. It was his first career 

that makes his story rather unique. He spent 16 years 
traveling the country, going toe-to-hoof with the 
toughest bulls in rodeo, taunting them into coming 
for him rather than stomping the rider they had just 
thrown into the dirt. 

Lee is pastor of Midway Locust Grove United 
Methodist Church near Columbia, but he grew up in 
the suburbs of Macon, Georgia. In high school, he 
played football, baseball, basketball and ran track. He 
tried to walk onto the football team at a Presbyterian 
college. They were looking for a defensive back. He 
met all the standards for running the 40 and lifting 
weights, but they had metrics based on height that set 
standards for vertical leap. If you weren’t tall, you’d 
better be able to jump high. 

“I tried and tried, but I couldn’t get that vertical leap,” 
said Lee, who is 5’9”. 

One of his friends who was more of a country guy 
started asking Lee if he ever thought about riding 
bulls. Lee brushed off the idea, but his friend kept 
after him, so he gave it a try. His first ride went very 
well. 

“I rode him easy. It was just bizarre,” he said. But that 
was just the first ride. Lee’s self-assessment of the rest 
of his bull-riding career was less glowing. 

“I was a terrible rider,” he said. 

But he stuck with it for a year and a half. Then one 
day after coming off the bull, the bull came down on 
the middle of Lee’s chest with both hind hooves. It 
cracked his sternum, bruised his heart and collapsed a 
lung. When his buddies visited him in the hospital and 
showed him the video of the stomp, he noticed that the 
bullfighter who should have been protecting him wasn’t 
on his game. 

“If he had been doing his job, I wouldn’t have got 
hurt,” he said. 

Lee started considering how being the bullfighter 
charged with protecting the bull rider might be the 
role for him. To get into bullfighting, Lee went around 
to every rodeo he could find and offered to help the 
bullfighters for free.

“Some of these places were pretty backwoods,” he said. 
“There might be 15 people in the stands.”

They usually agreed to the free help. He did it to learn, 

Taking the Bull 
by the Horns
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build skills and build a reputation. Then when one of 
the regular bullfighters couldn’t make it, he would get 
a call to come in for a paying job. 

“I learned that if you could take a hooking, get back up 
and keep doing your job, you’d never be short of work,” 
he said. 

Lee can be obsessive, and he put that tendency to work. 
He had a disciplined diet and sleep routine, and built 
workouts based on how a boxer would work out – with 
a lot of quick-twitch drills and jumping rope. 

“To get to the top of any kind of outfit you’ve got to 
sleep it and breathe it,” Lee said. The purpose of the 
bullf ighter is to keep the bull rider safe.

“The best bullfighters stop a wreck before it happens,” 
he said. “The crowd will never know the wreck has 
been diverted.” 

Lee would be out in the ring where he is intensely 
watching the rider, primarily his hips, to predict when 
and where he was going to come off the bull. 

“After that it’s just a game of angles,” he said of how he 
would get the bull to chase him to keep the rider safe.

Some of the wrecks that looked the worst, like getting 
tossed up into the air, didn’t hurt all that much. Some of 
the worst ones, like getting a quick jab under the vest, 
weren’t even noticed by the crowd. During the season 
he stayed sore all the time. But he also stayed fit, which 
meant he was flexible and could recover quickly. 

While fighting bulls he wore a Kevlar vest with trauma 
plates made specifically for bullfighters and a street 
hockey girdle for padding. He wore cleats and turf 
shoes, depending on the terrain. South Florida rodeos 
were on sand, indoor were clay dirt, Dakotas were 
black hills soil. 

“If you planted and pushed, you wanted to move,” 
Lee said. Lee also rode saddle broncs when he wasn’t 
fighting bulls. 

“I liked the competition,” he said. Successful bull 
fighting meant keeping the rider safe, but riding saddle 
broncs gave him an outlet for his competitive drive, 
where he could win or lose. 

He also found ways to be competitive with 
bullfighting, though. He was one of eight bullfighters 
nationwide to be selected into the prestigious Rex 
Dunn school of bullfighting champions, and at the 
four-day school he won the outstanding student award. 

“That was a springboard for my career,” he said. “After 
that, the phone was ringing off the hook. I wasn’t 
prepared for the speed at which things would take off.”

Soon he was living out of the back of his 1-ton dually 
Dodge pickup truck. He had a camper in the bed 
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and even fabricated a back porch for it. When he was 
working with a friend, they were set up so one could 
be in the back, sleeping, showering, cooking — doing 
whatever while the other was at the wheel making time 
down the highway.  

Rodeo season started in Georgia and Florida in January 
to February. In March it was time to head out to southern 
California. As the season progressed Lee would move 
into Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, and the 
Dakotas before looping back down south. 

After getting married and having his first son, Wick, 
Lee opted to limit his bullfighting to the Southeast 
Circuit, a nine-state area. After Zeke was born a 
few years later, he scaled back to just doing rodeos in 
Georgia and Florida. Even with that limitation, he was 
still doing 40–50 rodeos a year. 

Bulls didn’t scare Lee. But one thing did: the call to 
ministry that he first felt at age 16. 

“I was scared to death,” he said. “I thought if you were 
going to be in ministry you had to be a fun hater.” 
He wasn’t a fun hater. He “lived like a banshee” until 
2003. In 2004 he started connecting more with his 
faith again, but it was still taking a back seat to rodeo. 

The thing that caused him to reverse that equation 
wasn’t a church, it was a rodeo company. The 4-L Rodeo 
Company was a family business led by Charlie and 
Wanda Lowery. Lee had the utmost respect for them, and 
they were people who were outwardly living their faith. 

“They were very sincere Christians,” he said. “They 
modeled how you can be tough and be a cowboy but 
also be gentle and kind.” 

It was a different take on rodeo than you find in some 
places, according to Lee. Much of the rodeo culture is 
built around pride, with a potential pitfall of getting 
stuck in an ego-driven persona. “It’s gross,” Lee said. 

The Lowerys inspired him to take his faith more 
seriously. When he started doing so, he was surprised 

to find not holding rodeo as his highest priority wasn’t 
a career killer.

“All of the top accolades and awards that I claimed, 
they all happened after I started putting my faith first,” 
Lee said. 

A Conference pastoral counselor at the South Georgia 
Conference office told Lee that her father, who had 
been a church administrator for 46 years, was about 
to retire, and she recommended that Lee apply for 
his position. She noted he was good with people and 
didn’t put up with nonsense. She asked if he was 
interested. 

“Heck no,” he replied. But she kept after him and 
convinced him to meet with the senior pastor. The two 
hit it off well. 

After working there a couple of years, Lee was 
approached by the youth pastor, who was in desperate 
need of a male chaperone who could ski for an 
upcoming youth ski trip. Lee agreed, enjoyed the trip 
and started building relationships with the high school 
group. When the youth pastor suddenly left a few 
months later, he was asked to take over that position. 
His time as youth director went well. He also became 
involved in college-age ministry, and it was taking off. 
The increased responsibilities with the ministry, and 
with his family life, were both ramping up at the very 
same time as his rodeo career was hitting the top of 
his game. 

Through a complicated, multi-tiered competitive 
evaluation process, he was selected to be a bullfighter 
for the prestigious National Circuit Finals Rodeo in 
Pocatella, Idaho, in March 2010. He went there a 
week early and was presented a special jacket and belt 
buckle on stage before the rodeo started. 

“My entire career had led up to this moment,” he 
said. “That night I ended up back at the hotel, I sit on 
the bed, and was looking at that buckle, and I clearly 
remember thinking, ‘I thought this would feel better. 
I thought this would fill me up. There’s got to be more 
to life than this.’”

He was at the top of his game. He was a healthy 
33-year-old. And he hung it up. On January 9, 2011, it 
was the last time he fought bulls. His bosses thought 
he was crazy. 

“My value comes from who I am. 
I hope and pray your value comes 
from who you are.”
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“It felt terrible,” Lee said on hanging it up after 
16-years of making rodeo his life, with all the pain he 
put himself through to rise to that level. “I prayed for 
God to extinguish that fire in me if that was the right 
thing.” 

Now retired for 10 years, he has only been to one rodeo 
in that time, one in which he was specifically asked to 
attend to be honored for his past work. He took his sons 
to the event. They were too young to remember when 
their dad was a rodeo guy. During his last rodeo, the 
oldest was six, and the youngest was four. When you 
walk through his parsonage there is nothing Western on 
the wall — no trophies, buckles or pictures. 

Lee doesn’t like to talk about the rodeo much because 
he doesn’t want to be typecast as a particular kind 
of person. But he did use his memories of receiving 
the jacket and buckle at the rodeo in Pocatella as an 
illustration in a recent sermon at Midway Locust 

Grove to discuss how people value themselves, basing 
the sermon on John 12, verses 20-56. 

“That season of my life was deep. It was rich. It afforded 
me to travel, to see a lot of our country and meet a lot 
of great people, many of whom are close friends today,” 
he said. “In that arena of life, I allowed what I did to 
determine who I was. Where I chose to receive my value 
from was all in accomplishments in rodeo.”

He asked his congregation to reflect upon where they 
receive value in their life, saying that it all comes down 
to selfishness versus selflessness. The highest value 
comes from giving up selfish desires to give yourself 
over to Christ. 

“My value comes from who I am,” Lee said. “I hope 
and pray your value comes from who you are.” 

Rev. Ben Lee (right) greets people attending a 
mid-week lunch at Midway Locust Grove UMC.
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Trey Tripp of Saint James UMC looks over the damage 
to the church and contents on May 24, 2011.
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T en years ago a tornado ripped through Joplin, 
leaving a path of devastation that was difficult 
to comprehend. The official death toll was 

161, with several more indirect deaths. More than 
1,000 people were injured. About 7,000 homes were 
destroyed, and another 850 were damaged. St. John’s 
hospital was destroyed, as was the high school. 

The tornado was a mile wide and reached EF-5 level, 
with winds at more than 200 miles per hour, with 
some estimates of up to 250 mph at peak. Manhole 
covers were pulled up by the wind. Vehicles, including 
semi-trucks, were thrown hundreds of yards. 

Saint Paul United Methodist Church sustained heavy 
damage and lost its sanctuary. St. James United 
Methodist Church was destroyed. Beyers Avenue 
UMC had some damage but was still fully functional 
and was hosting a wedding within a week. 

The response from United Methodists was massive. 
Within the first three years, 2,300 volunteers worked 
through the Missouri Conference disaster response 
effort. The Conference received more than $1.2 million 
in donations and grants, including a $500,000 grant 
from the United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

Missouri’s United Methodist volunteers ended up 
assisting 169 individual households. A total of 32,000 
volunteer hours represented $623,000 in donated labor. 

The Missouri Conference made a final donation of 
$88,000 to One Joplin in October 2019 to fund a 
Habitat for Humanity home. The house is still under 
construction. 

St. James 
rebuilt then 
later closed in 
2015.

Rev. David 
Fitzmarice’s 
home had 
its windows 
blown out 
and roof damaged during the tornado. Last summer 
he contracted COVID-19 and has been battling the 
disease and its after-effects ever since. He has only in 
the past few weeks been able to visit his home from the 
hospital and is preparing to move back there soon. 

Rev. Tracey Bair, who was pastor of Royal Heights in 
Joplin at the time of the tornado, died in 2018 at the 
age of 70. 

Saint Paul has been through some changes. Rev. Mark 
Statler left Saint Paul in 2013 to become Southwest 
District Superintendent and then left Joplin in 2019 to 
serve as the Director of Leadership Excellence on the 
Missouri Conference staff. 

This is a year of more change for the church. Saint Paul 
Senior Pastor Rev. Aaron Brown will leave Joplin after 
26 years for a new appointment to Woods Chapel in 
Lee’s Summit. Rev. Ben Bainbridge is being appointed 
to Keystone in Kansas City, after being at Saint Paul 
for 18 years. 

Members of the Saint Paul UMC work on clean-up of 
the church grounds following the May 22 tornado.

Southwest District Superintendent Sandra Nenadal 
checks on the damage at the district office.

Rev. Bob Farr and Rev. Mike Wondel move a table from the 
Southwest District Office into the garage of Sandra Nenadal.
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Kuomba 
Vaccinations
Kuomba Pamoja is a United Methodist 
church, partnered with Central UMC, that 
serves the African community in Kansas City. 
The congregation, which is largely Congolese, 
is vaccination hesitant for a variety of reasons, 
some of which relate a cultural and religious 
background. When Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes 
of Central UMC was speaking with Rev. 
“Mama” Riziki Lubula about this, Haynes 
asked Lubula if she would be willing to get 
vaccinated in front of her congregation as an 
example. 

“She agreed, but then we had to figure out a 
way to make that actually happen,” Haynes 
said. 

Having several people in the field of medicine 
in the congregation proved to be useful. One 
of the doctors in Central’s membership, Kathy 
Sell (a neurologist) spoke to the chief operating 
officer of the Lee’s Summit Hospital, and he 
managed to procure of vial of vaccine to bring 
to Kuomba on Sunday morning, April 11. 

Ashland UMC Partnership Brings Books to Students
Ashland United Methodist Church in St. Joseph purchased 239 new books for their partner 
elementary school, allowing them to send a new book home with every student. 

Coleman Elementary is a low-income school in St. Joseph and is the international grade 
school. There are 72 different languages spoken with the population of Coleman. Reading is 
a key element of language development.

LOCAL CHURCH NEWS
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Seeing God In His Creation
Thirty-seven teenagers and eight adults of First UMC Poplar Bluff met 
for a three-day retreat at the home of Pam Becker on Rolling Shoals Farm 
in Williamsville. The group in enjoyed floating the Black River, roasting 
marshmallows and a hay ride. The focus of the weekend was to see God 
in his creation. On Saturday morning the youth met with Williamsville 
mayor Sandy Joy at the Williamsville Cemetery. They spent the morning 
cleaning tombstones and weedeating. On Sunday morning the retreat 
closed with a worship service under the trees in Becker’s front yard.

In March 2021, Kirkwood United Methodist Church Cherub Choir 
members were challenged to a mission to raise money to support one 
family for a week at the Ronald McDonald House and ended up raising 
enough to support 17 families for one week! 

KUMC’s Cherub Choir consists of 18 children in kindergarten through 
second grade and is led by director Patti Wootten. They meet weekly 
to practice songs and “Miss Patti,” as they call their leader, also likes to 
engage them in mission projects throughout the year. They have recently 
been able to start back to choir this year when the weather turned fair, 
and they could meet outdoors and allow for social distancing. Miss Patti 
challenged the cherubs in March with the mission to do chores at home 
to earn $35.00 to provide housing for one family for one week at a Ronald 
McDonald House in St. Louis.  

By mid-month they surpassed their goal, earning just over $70.00. Their 
success was reported in the weekly church e-news in mid-March to cheer 
on these smallest mission workers, and something extraordinary happened! 
Their commitment to mission inspired seven adult friends from church and 
choir families to contribute monetary gifts to add to the choir’s earnings to 
reach a total of $592.51 for the Ronald McDonald House project. 

This total will provide 17 families one free week and earn KUMC’s 
Cherub Choir a small leaf on the Tree of Life in the main entrance 
of the Ronald McDonald House on the corner of Ballas and Conway 
Roads. The Tree of Life is a display to honor financial donors to the 
Ronald McDonald House. Miss Patti says their leaf will read, “KUMC 
CHERUB CHOIR CARES”. How did the Cherub Choir celebrate their 
successful fundraising event? With a Happy Meal party, of course!

Kirkwood UMC 
Cherub Choir Raises 
Money for Ronald 
McDonald House

Local Mission – 
Socially Distanced
Bismark UMC recently 
installed a “Blessing Box” 
for people in need in their 
community. The box is stocked 
with food, hygiene items and 
other necessities. By having it 
in a box, the items are available 
any time instead of a limited, 
occasional time, and the church 
didn’t have to try to coordinate 
staffing a food pantry with 
volunteers. This option was 
helpful during a time that 
people were trying to limit 
their in-person contact with 
others. 

“The idea has been very well 
received in our neighborhood/
town and we are seeing boxes 
pop up in other communities as 
well,” said Rev. Beth Allen of 
Caledonia and Bismark United 
Methodist churches. “I am very 
proud of both the churches I 
serve and how they have found 
a way to ‘be the church’ during 
these different times.”
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T he COVID-19 pandemic has 
negatively affected health 

systems globally, crippling service 
delivery in both high and low-
resource countries. However, the 
effects on already weakened health 
systems in the developing world 
have been far more devastating. In 
recent weeks, the COVID-19 case 
count — first in Brazil and now 
in India — has risen dramatically, 
stressing health systems as well as 
the supply of essential drugs and 
medical equipment.

Global Ministries and UMCOR 
are responding to the health crisis in India by 
supporting long-term Indian partners who are working 
on the ground in emergency humanitarian and health 
response. Support to Christian Medical College 
(CMC) Vellore will allow the organization to cope 
with the direct health consequences of the pandemic. 

This includes the purchase of emergency medical 
equipment, beginning with bedside ventilators as they 
expand their capacity to treat COVID-19 patients at 
the behest of the government. 

Additional hospital beds are also being requested to 
increase capacity. CMC Vellore is a long-established 
and highly credible institution in the country. 
Additionally, UMCOR will support Church’s 
Auxiliary for Social Action (CASA) to respond to 
the humanitarian consequences of the pandemic 
through information campaigns, hygiene support 
and unconditional cash transfers to help people meet 
their basic human needs. CASA is one of the largest 
faith-based humanitarian organizations in the country 
representing all Protestant denominations, including 
the Methodist Church in India. 

Through Global Health and Humanitarian Response 
efforts, UMCOR will continue to provide emergency 

aid when needed as countries face health and 
humanitarian crises associated with COVID-19, 
such as the one being faced in India. Additionally, 
UMCOR’s COVID-19 response will include ongoing 
support of essential health services throughout the 
UMC health network and support of communities 
affected by the burden of COVID-19. 

To further address this crisis, Global Ministries will 
again promote its UMCOR COVID-19 Response 
Fund (Advance #3022612) to allow those throughout 
the church to share in this outreach. Gifts can be made 
online or sent by mail.

ONLINE
www.umcmission.org/advance-project/3022612 

BY MAIL
Global Ministries/UMCOR
PO Box 9068
New York, NY 10087-9068

“Advance #3022612” should be written on the memo line.

UMCOR’s Response to COVID-19
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R esponding to concerns of 
hunger and poverty has 

been a long-time commitment of 
Festival of Sharing. The response 
has taken many forms throughout 
the years — from dividing bulk 
rice and beans and filling family 
food boxes to packing meals 
for Rise Against Hunger and 
raising money for farm animals 
through Heifer International. 
As we recognize the various 
ways hunger and food insecurity 
impact communities in Missouri 
and beyond, we are called to 
opportunities for growth and 
development in our responses. 

This spring, Festival of Sharing 
invited agency partners in Missouri 
to apply for Growing Access 
Grants. The funds aim to support 
projects, programs, or services that 
address hunger, food insecurity or 
nutrition. Many great applications 
were received and respond to local 
needs through education, hand-
on experiences and expanding 
nutritional options. A total of 
$6,400 was distributed across 
nine agencies serving various 
populations across Missouri. 

The awardees include Food 
for Morgan County, Migrant 
Farmworkers Assistance Fund, 
Christos Center, Hillsboro Food 
pantry, Cornerstones of Care 

(KC), Loaves and Fishes of 
Maries County, Whole Health 
Outreach, Victory Mission, and 
LifeWise StL. Festival of Sharing 
is excited for the recipients. They 
are passionate about community 
members of all ages having access 
to nourishing food. 

They demonstrate how education 
can be more than knowledge; it’s 
empowerment and inspiration. 
They are investing in their 
communities, and we are 
honored to provide support and 
encouragement for their work. 
Some of these programs include 
teen cooking classes, mobile food 
pantries, container gardening, 
increasing protein intake for 
elderly and supporting the 
nutrition of at-risk teens. 

One grant involves a partnership 
with MU Extension which will 
help provide a diabetes self-
management class, local pork will 
be distributed and low-income 
families will be led through self-
sufficiency activities. Scott Walker, 
President/CEO of LifeWise 
StL, expressed gratitude for the 
funds to help supply food to their 
families.

“It will be used to buy fresh 
produce. We strive to give our 
participants access to healthy and 

fresh food 
options, 
which tend 
to be more 
expensive 
than canned 
food (high 
salt content) 
and other 
processed 
food options. 
We value the partnership with 
Festival of Sharing and appreciate 
the work you do.” 

We are hopeful the opportunity 
will present itself to offer the 
Growing Access Grants again 
next spring. Most of our in-kind 
gifts are shared with agencies 
through the Sharefests in the fall. 
We are grateful for the monetary 
donations received throughout the 
year that helped us to extend this 
supplemental gift to the agencies 
this spring. 

For those interested in supporting 
this response, checks can be 
written to Missouri Annual 
Conference with Festival of 
Sharing - Missouri Hunger in the 
memo line. They can be mailed to 
Festival of Sharing, 3601 Amron 
Court, Columbia, MO 65202.

BY SIDNEY EVERHART

Sidney Everhart, 
Community Engagement 

Specialist
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LAITY VOICES BY JILL WONDEL

Over a year after we started sheltering-in-place 
due to COVID-19, with vaccinations becoming 

more available, life is starting to return to a little 
normalcy. But there are still a few things that we 
have to be careful about, and one of them is large 
group gatherings, where people are still at risk of 
contracting COVID-19. That means that again 
this year, for most of us, Annual Conference will 
be virtual. So, how do we participate in a virtual 
meeting with 1,000 other people, when the thing 
many of us love most about Annual Conference is 
getting to meet new people and catch up with people 
we care about from around the state? 

Here are some tips for enjoying Annual 
Conference from the comfort of 
your own home.

Be sure to register! I know it feels like if it’s just 
being streamed, then why would I need to register? 
But if you don’t register, you can’t vote! If you’re the 
lay member to annual conference from your church, 
make sure to go to www.moacinfo.com and register 
for Annual Conference. This will also get you on the 
list to receive any emails sent before the conference, 
which are packed full of helpful information when 
the Pre-Conference Briefing is being held, how to 
vote when the time comes, and how to participate in 
the worship services and online offerings. 

Be prepared. Because Annual Conference is online, 
and has been shortened to two days, there are several 
other opportunities coming up to watch before 
you attend, such as the recorded Pre-Conference 
Briefing and MOAC Awards Night. (And, if you’re 
serving a church in a pastoral role, there’s a required 
Boundaries training on June 11 that you won’t want 
to miss).

Set up your space. 
What would help you 
feel more connected and 
comfortable as you participate 
online for two days? Find a 
quiet spot where you won’t 
be distracted, maybe light a 
candle and pour your favorite 
drink.

Get Connected. We know it’s 
harder to make connections 
from afar, but if you’d like to connect with some 
friends, schedule a Zoom and eat lunch or dinner 
together, or set up a text group so you can chat 
together during the meeting.

Pray. This Annual Conference is different for all of 
us. Will you pray for the logistics (and the Sessions 
Team), the preachers and presenters, all those being 
ordained, and those who are retiring? And, will 
you invite the Holy Spirit into your space, and be 
attentive to the Spirit’s movement as we worship, 
pray and work together?

If you’d like more information, check out the 
Annual Conference website at www.moacinfo.com. 
We look forward to seeing you online!

Jill Wondel, Missouri 
Conference Associate 

Lay Leader

REGISTER FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE
www.moacinfo.com/attend

PRE-CONFERENCE BRIEFING
www.moacinfo.com/events/pre-conference-briefin

BOUNDARIES TRAINING
www.moacinfo.com/events/boundaries-training

Tips for Enjoying Annual 
Conference from Home
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WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY BY HAL KNIGHT

T he pandemic is far from over. The stories out of 
places like India and Brazil are horrific. New variants 

of the virus are emerging. And in America the pace of 
vaccinations is slowing. To shut down the virus, or at least 
reduce it to the annual flu level, there has to be enough 
persons vaccinated so that it doesn’t continue to spread 
widely and mutate more. We are not there yet, and the 
verdict is out as to whether we will get there. 

This is an exceptionally deadly virus. In America alone 
over 580,000 have died from it. There are also huge 
numbers of COVID-19 “long haulers” who recovered 
only to find that there were debilitating effects of the 
disease that may last their lifetimes. 

Yet vaccine hesitancy and vaccine rejection are 
widespread. The reasons are varied. Some do not trust a 
government sponsored program due to past governmental 
deception in order to use minority citizens for dangerous 
medical experiments. Some worry that the vaccines were 
developed too quickly. Some do not believe medical 
authorities, distrust experts or believe it is all a conspiracy. 

I do not believe John Wesley would be among the vaccine 
hesitant. He was convinced that God cared deeply for 
bodies as well as souls. He wrote in his Journal (May 18, 
1772) that “God has more than one method of healing 
either the soul or the body” – one was through prayer, the 
other medical science.”

Wesley was an avid reader of the medical journals of his 
day. Medicine at that time was still in its infancy. Bacteria 
and viruses had not been discovered; genetics and DNA 
were unknown. The actual practioners of medicine often 
operated out of competing theories of disease (all of 
which we now know were in error), and most only treated 
patients who could pay. 

Armed with the knowledge he had, Wesley set out to 
change the situation. For a few years he had free clinics 
where those who could not afford a doctor could come 
and receive medical advice from Wesley. Then he decided 

to compile that 
advice in a book, 
the Primitive 
Physick. While 
many remedies 
seem strange 
to us today (tar 
water, Spanish 
snuff, low dose 
electricity) 
others are still effective, and some were cutting edge. 
His explaining the technique of mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation saved many lives. All of it reflected the 
medicine of his day.

His goal was to provide remedies that were inexpensive, 
easily attainable and not dangerous for people without 
medical training to use. His advice on how to remain 
healthy-moderate diet, plenty of exercise, avoiding strong 
drink — is virtually the same as we hear today.  

He was impatient with doctors who stuck to their pet 
theories instead of paying attention to the actual results 
of their treatments. And this is why I think Wesley would 
be eager to get a COVID-19 vaccine. 

He would be thrilled at how building upon a century of 
work in anti-vital drugs, modern science could rapidly 
produce vaccines in the face of a pandemic. But what 
would impress him most is the effectiveness of these 
vaccines. They are proven to protect persons from 
COVID-19, and especially from hospitalizations and 
death, as good or even better than flu vaccines. 

If he were here today, I believe Mr. Wesley would not 
hesitate to roll up his sleeves. 

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of 
Wesleyan 
Studies, Saint 
Paul School of 
Theology

Wesley on the Vaccine
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MISSOURI UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION

I n our ministry as pastors, creating a basic personal 
estate plan – and keeping it updated – may be one of 

the most overlooked yet powerful actions we can take 
to lead by example. This simple action can have an 
amazing, positive impact in several ways:

1. Walking the walk. Creating a will or trust is a key 
step toward putting our own house in order. It requires 
us to get organized and to think about the future – 
including some worst-case scenarios that we might 
rather avoid. While it might be emotionally difficult, it 
can bring a lasting assurance to our family and a greater 
calm and confidence as we walk with others in our 
congregation through life’s challenges. 

2. “Big Picture” Gratitude. In the Wesleyan tradition, 
an estate plan is another opportunity to fulfill our life’s 
commitment to family, to neighbor and to the greater 
glory of God. Consider how a tithe of your estate might 
bless the people and places that have impacted your 
ministry. Is there a church that played a significant 
role in your call to ministry? Does your seminary alma 
mater have a scholarship fund to help others pursue the 
call to ministry? Your gift could even create a memorial 
endowment fund at the Foundation to address a specific 
cause that is near and dear to your heart. Your tithe is 
an opportunity to bless others, to remind loved ones 
of what is important and to advance the work of the 
Kingdom. 

3. Sharing the experience. Find an opportunity to 
share with your congregation about your own experience 
in creating a will or trust. Sharing can be done through 
a newsletter article, a blog, a sermon illustration, a 
moment in worship and in personal conversation. Your 
candor and encouragement might rescue others from the 
very real problems that a lack of planning can bring to 
family and loved ones. In addition, you will plant seeds 
that will bear fruit for the ministries of your church for 

years to come. A good start is to 
simply share with your church’s 
leadership council. 

4. Empowering your 
congregation. Think about 
the impact it would have 
on your congregation if five 
people tithed their estates to 
the church over the next five 
years. Think about it. It could 
change the trajectory of that 
church’s future – and its ability to be in ministry in that 
community for the next generation. It would also be an 
amazing part of your ministry legacy not only for that 
church, but for the Kingdom.

Get started today! First, you and your congregation 
are invited to the Foundation’s June 17th webinar, 
Frequently Asked Questions About Wills, featuring 
Kansas City estate planning attorney David K. 
Holdsworth. For more information or to register, go to 
www.mumf.org/resources-downloads/upcoming-events. 
Also, check out the archived webinar, Putting Your 
House in Order, which discusses how to get organized 
and prepared for crafting your estate plan. Available to 
view on the Foundation website at www.mumf.org. 

Your Foundation can also offer customized educational 
programs and consultations for your church. Contact 
Director of Development, Rev. Laura Murphy, at 
lmurphy@mumf.org or call 800-332-8238. 

Rev. Laura Murphy, 
Director of Development

Leading by Example: A Pastor’s Legacy
It is said that actions speak louder than words. It can also be said that our 
actions give weight and credibility to our words.  
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MUSIC MATTERS BY MARY SAOU

I n a pandemic-era conversation with our lead pastor, I 
was caught by the question: 

“If people have the option to worship online anywhere 
in the world, with churches that have giant budgets and 
production teams, what is it that keeps them joining us 
online each week?”

There are probably many reasons, but we figured the 
primary one was context. North Cross UMC is in 
Kansas City, specifically in the Northland. We have 
relationships and a history with people here – not only 
in our church, but also in our community. Place and 
connection mean a great deal when it comes to forging 
a faith community, which is a big reason why the 
COVID-19 shutdown has been so tough on us all.

Emphasizing the unique ways we can minister to our 
particular group of folks is pretty doable in a sermon. 
But how do you do that with your worship in song? I 
struggled with this question for a good while.

Then I thought about 
some of the most 
meaningful worship 
experiences I’d had, 
both in leading and 
in participating, and I 
realized that STORY 
was a huge missing link! 

Lots of people think a 
worship leader simply 
leads songs. Play the 
music, guide the band, 
sing the hymns. But there 

is so much more potential in that 
space leading up to and directly 
following music in worship.

Did you choose the song because 
it includes a line of scripture that 
has transformed you? Perhaps 
your particular community has 
weathered a difficult storm, and 
the song speaks to God’s presence 
in this time. When people hear a story that connects 
them to a worship song, they are much more likely to 
engage with it. 

There are some people who have heard “Grace Like 
Rain” one too many times to play it in worship anymore. 
And without context, perhaps I wouldn’t have chosen 
it on any ordinary Sunday. But a couple of years ago, I 
specifically chose it on World Communion Sunday and 
shared a story of how the Spirit had moved during a 
college trip to Mozambique. 

We were invited to join our sister church in worship that 
Sunday, and they wanted me to offer a song in worship. 
I felt so out of place, only knowing songs in English and 
in a foreign-to-them style. But as I strummed through 
the first chorus, I heard a few lifted “halleluia”s join me. 
The second chorus was even stronger. By the end, I felt 
the Spirit connecting us in our alleluias together. ‘Grace 
Like Rain’ has never been the same for me since.

There’s something that makes your ministry unique. Go 
and share it, inviting others to God’s presence with the 
stories that only you can tell.

There’s 
something 
that makes 
your ministry 
unique. Go and 
share it, inviting 
others to God’s 
presence with 
the stories that 
only you can tell.

Rev. Mary Saou, 
Worship Pastor, North 

Cross UMC, Kansas City

BY REV. MARY SAOU

Telling the Story
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Susan Brandes at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Susan Brandes at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App
The magazine is available via a free app on iPads or 
iPhones. Search the iTunes library for The Missouri 
Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like 
to share about the magazine, or if you want to connect 
Fred Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with 
a talented writer, photographer or videographer in your 
congregation, e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.
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For more event Information visit: 
www.moumethodist.org/events

Xtreme Camp & Xtreme Ignited Camp
MONDAY, JUNE 7 TO SATURDAY, JUNE 11
Register: www.nextgencamps.org/camp/xtreme
Phone: 573-287-3288
Email: esoinfo@eaglesky.camp

Xtreme Camp is a fast paced, fun, and high energy 
experience held at the state of the art facilities of 
Eagle Sky Christian Camp. Campers will explore 
the story of God while having a ton of fun and 
building relationships that will change their lives. 

See the fun Xtreme Camp had last year at 
www.vimeo.com/319069770. Learn more about 
the new campground or camp policies at 
www.eaglesky.camp.

Boundaries Training
FRIDAY, JUNE 11 AT 10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM
Register: www.moacinfo.com
Contact: Heather Birge
Phone: 573-441-1770
Email: hbirge@moumethodist.org

Quadrennial Boundaries training will be held 
virtually on June 11. This training is required 
for Missouri Conference clergy. Lay members 
are encouraged to attend. Clergy under active 
appointment will be registered automatically 
for Boundaries training as part of their Annual 
Conference 2021 registration.

Annual Conference
SATURDAY, JUNE 12 TO SUNDAY, JUNE 13 
The 2021 annual conference session will be held 
virtually with invitation-only, in-person attendance. 
Registration for the virtual session as well as 
for those with invitations is now open at www.
moacinfo.com. Mark your calendars for this two-
day event filled with celebration and learning.
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If you sit down with Ecclesiastes 12:1-7, you 
might get depressed. You might struggle to 
understand, or you might find your stomach 
tied into knots with thoughts about what 

is now loss or what might have been. You 
might also be lifted into thoughts about the 
immortality of the soul. Easter trumpets that 

the end of existence in our chrysalis is the 
beginning of life as a butterfly. For me, this 
passage recalls a hymn we often hear around 
Easter time or played at funerals. The hymn is 
“Hymn of Promise” by Natalie Sleeth. Listen 
to the last stanza: “In our end is our beginning; 
In our time infinity; In our doubt, there is 

believing; In our life, eternity; In our death, a 
resurrection; At the last, a victory; Unrevealed 
until its season; Something God alone can 
see.” Delight with the wonder of a child in the 
beauty and magnificence of a butterfly as you 
await the day you will burst forth into a new 
beginning.


