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MOTHER’S DAY SUNDAY
Sometime ago, I stumbled across a conversation on Facebook in which one of our pastors 
posed the question about whether to address Mother’s Day in their sermon on Mother’s 
Day. One pastor replied not. He advocated sticking to the lectionary that day, arguing that 
Mother’s Day had nothing to do with the gospel anyway. Another offered that it could be 
mentioned briefly during the pastoral prayer, but not the sermon. 

At the time, I scoffed at this discussion even happening. If Mother’s Day was risky of a 
subject to tackle, good luck taking on voter suppression, racial inequities, the root causes 
of poverty, or any other topic Christians might want to be concerned about. In the church 
I grew up in, Mother’s Day was never optional. It was the big day because when adult 
children visit their mothers for Mother’s Day and ask what they wanted to do, the standard 
answer was “Come with me to church.” That same reason gives Christmas and Easter a big 
boost. It’s also why Mother’s Day “What About Me?” sibling, Father’s Day, is a big day for 
fishing and car shows. 

Most of the sermons I heard were based around the praise of mothers and fathers, with the 
standard Old Testament warnings that they should be honored and obeyed. These sermons 
were fine for me because I was blessed enough to grow up in a home with loving, supportive 
parents who were deserving of honor and obedience. 

I hadn’t considered how the day would be experienced by someone whose mother was 
neglectful or abusive. I can now see how such a sermon calling for honor and obedience 
would not only be unhelpful but could be offensive and harmful. 

Another popular Mother’s Day sermon theme was to deify the mother. The preacher would 
go on about how being a mother is the most important role anyone could have and there is 
no higher calling than motherhood. That can preach for the mothers in the crowd but could 
be hurtful words for a woman who will not be a mother for a number of reasons. 

Although both of those types of sermons worked well for me at the time, I now understand 
how they could be hurtful to someone who wasn’t in my privileged position. Perhaps 
therein lies the perfect Mother’s Day sermon: the acknowledgment that being a mother is 
hard and encouraging people to lend a hand to mothers who may need a little hope. 

This brings us to our story on page 10, in which we visit with a few of the Missouri 
Conference clergywomen who are foster parents and adoptive mothers. These are just 
a few examples of clergywomen in Missouri in this role. I know of more and there 
are probably several I don’t know about. In two of these three examples, kids taken in 
temporarily in a foster situation were permanently adopted by the family. In the third 
case, it is likely to go that way as well. In each of these cases, the women have supportive 
husbands who are very involved in the parenting – but I had to limit the story somewhere, 
which is May; so sorry, guys. 

The stories all share this in common: they serve as foster and adoptive parents because they 
feel called to, which they all acknowledge isn’t easy. As Rev. Karen Hayden said – this 
isn’t for everybody. But she also said everyone could do things to help foster parents, like 
providing meals, helping out with household chores, assisting with child care – there are 
many opportunities. I appreciate these mothers sharing their personal stories with us to 
help raise awareness of the needs that exist. 
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W atching the news as March neared its end, I was 
struck by the amount of grief and loss people in 

our nation are experiencing. Over 550,000 people have 
died from COVID-19. The economic impact of the 
virus has disrupted many. 

Stories of rising anti-Asian violence, mass shootings in 
Atlanta and Boulder, and more remind us that people 
suffer from many different kinds of loss. Personally, I 
felt the loss as the second anniversary of my husband’s 
death to cancer neared. Like many other people, I found 
myself searching for resources that would offer healing 
for this time of grief and sadness. 

While visiting Joplin, I explored Mercy Park, the site 
of the former St. John’s Hospital that was destroyed 
by an EF-5 tornado on May 22, 2011. It is a beautiful 
park with walking trails, a pond, and many statuary 
pieces throughout the park. Walking through the park 
reminded me of the loss and disruption the tornado 
created. In 2011, I turned to ideas shared in a lecture 
by Dr. Serene Jones at Saint Paul School of Theology 
in September 2001 to help myself and others cope 
with the tragedy. She pointed us towards the Emmaus 
Road to better understand times of tragedy and loss. 
The lessons I learned on the Emmaus Road with Jesus 
sustained me after the Joplin tornado, so I turned to 
them again. The story is in Luke 24:13-35. 

On Easter morning, two of Jesus’ disciples were walking 
towards Emmaus, talking about all that had happened 
to Jesus. 

Living in these trying times, we can relate to their 
feelings. We all face challenges in life that cause trauma 
and loss, like the death of a child or spouse, an injury 

from an accident, divorce, or the 
impact of a global pandemic. 
How can we survive facing such 
tragedies?

First, Dr. Jones said we must define 
trauma and recognize the patterns 
it can send us into as we try to 
cope. Dr. Jones described trauma 
as “an event in which a person or persons perceive 
themselves or another as threatened with annihilation 
causing them to feel hopeless as if they cannot resist the 
threat which overwhelms their capacity to cope.” That 
is what Jesus’ disciples experienced as they saw Jesus 
betrayed, tried, and crucified. They believed Jesus was a 
prophet who would redeem Israel. After his death, they 
had no idea how to go on.

In the aftermath of a trauma, Dr. Jones said people 
could fall into certain patterns. They can struggle with 
a compulsive desire to repeat the violence. Some may 
decide to withdraw. Others may go on living in a state 
of hyperarousal, expecting another disaster to come. 
After the Joplin tornado, I found the last truth every 
time a storm siren sounded. Dr. Jones said that victims 
of trauma must find a way to reorder their disordered 
lives by putting a new frame around them. That was true 
for the residents of Joplin after the tornado. It was also 
true for Jesus’ disciples. Jesus knew they needed to talk 
through their experiences so they could make sense of 
his crucifixion. As we face the impact of the pandemic, 
events in the news, or our struggles, we need someone to 
help us process our experiences. 

Second, the disciples did not have to walk alone. Neither 
do we. Jesus is coming to us. Jesus came to his followers. 

MESSAGE FROM SANDY NENADAL

Pastor Sandy Nenadal

The Road Towards Healing 
L U K E  2 4 : 1 3 - 3 5
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He appeared a stranger and asked what was 
troubling them. He listened as they shared 
how their hopes had been destroyed. No 
matter the trauma we are trying to heal 
from, it is good news to know that Jesus 
wants to hear our feelings and questions. He 
will listen and help us. 

Third, Jesus offered them a new perspective. 
Dr. Jones said after a trauma, we need to 
reframe all we have experienced. Jesus did 
not allow the disciples to become stuck in 
their grief. 

Instead, after listening, Jesus began to point 
his disciples in a new direction. Beginning 
with Moses and the prophets, Jesus 
interpreted the scriptures about his mission, 
reframing their story in the light of God’s 
promises. He inserted their images of the 
crucifixion into the story of God’s plan for 
salvation. With this, Jesus provided them a 
way to move forward. Walking with them, he 
was living proof that God can bring new life 
from something as terrifying as a crucifixion. 

As their journey ended, Jesus and the 
disciples gathered for a meal. As Jesus 
blessed and broke the bread, they realized 
Jesus was in their midst. The ending of 
the story reminds us that we need each 
other. Living through a time of challenge or crisis, it is 
tempting to just withdraw from life. The disciples left 
Jerusalem feeling hopeless. Yet through Jesus’ actions, he 
invited them into a new world.

Just like those disciples, we need to walk, pray and work 
together. After the Joplin tornado, many work teams 
participated in the cleanup and rebuilding process. 
The work was immense, yet each team took time to 
be present with the families. They listened to families 
share stories of their experiences caused by the tornado. 
The volunteers made Jesus’ love tangible through their 
listening as well as their service.

We are living through challenging times. Who could 
have imagined we would have lost so many people from 
the COVID-19 virus? Could we have ever expected 
schools and businesses to close, family moments like 
weddings and funerals to have been canceled? Most 
of us have missed holiday time with families, church 
celebrations like Easter and Christmas, and more. The 
question is not what will help us heal, but who. This 
spring, I invite you to join the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus. There you too may discover Jesus is walking 
with you, offering the resources you need to heal during 
these trying times. 
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S tories of fostering and adoption are 
traumatic by their very nature. The reason 
a child is separated from his or her natural 
born parents comes out of tragedy. In some 

cases the root cause of that tragedy was occurring the 
child’s entire life, perhaps before the child was born or 
even conceived. As a people who believe every child is a 
child of God and deserving to be raised in a home that 
meets some minimum standard of care and safety, the 
separation of a child from parents can become necessary, 
and sometimes permanently so. 

There isn’t a person among us who doesn’t believe these 
children deserve to be raised not only in a safe, but also 
loving and supportive home. But few people are willing 
to make the whole-life commitment required to be 
the person to provide that home. The following stories 
are from three Missouri Conference clergywomen 
who stepped up to be the mothers of children who 
desperately needed someone. 

Rev. Emily Stirewalt
Emily and Randall Stirewalt both talked about fostering 
and adopting when they were still single, before they 
met. Emily knew family and friends who had said they 
wanted to be foster or adoptive parents, but after they 
became natural parents those plans fell to the wayside. 
So they decided to foster a child before they had a child 
on their own. 

“My calling to be a foster mom was as clear as my 
calling to be a pastor,” Emily said. 

The couple started the process of becoming foster 
parents when Emily was appointed to Cuba in Crawford 
County, but the agency they needed to work with was 
some distance away. Then she was appointed to La 
Monte. They started the training process in August, and 
were licensed in February. The paperwork involves very 
specific questions about family history and finances. 

“You don’t have a lot of secrets when you’re a foster 
parent,” Emily said. 

The Stirewalt’s were licensed on February 18 and had 
their first placement on March 18. Their first placement 

was three siblings at once: a three-
year-old, 19-month old and newborn 
who was born with an addiction 
to methamphetamine. 

“The first few weeks were a 
blur. Total survival mode,” Emily said. “We 
thought it was a good week to start because 
Randall was working at a school and he had 
a week off for spring break. He ended up taking 
the next week off, too.” 

Foster parents need to take children to a doctor for a 
physical within 24 hours of them being placed. Then 
there is signing up for WIC, finding daycare, and 
getting necessary childcare equipment. That last part can 
be a major change. Randall hurt his hand trying to get 
three car seats in the back of their Ford Taurus. Their 
other car, a Ford Focus, was even smaller. They called 
the Haydens, and they told them they had better step 
up into a minivan (the Haydens have two minivans). So 
they made the trade, right after the placement. 

That initial doctor’s visit didn’t keep the children from 
getting sick, with the older two running a high fever for 
a few days. 

“We learned it’s common for children to get sick at that 
time due to the stress of the move,” Emily said. “We 
didn’t hit our stride until about three months in. A lot of 
parents told us the hardest jump was going from two to 
three kids because they could no longer have one parent 
per child when they needed to. We went from zero to 
three.” 

The oldest child had attachment disorder and 
demonstrated a lot of aggression toward his foster 
parents, the family dogs and his little sister. They 
eventually came to the decision that he needed to be 
placed in a different home. 

“Our friends supported us and didn’t judge us, and we 
knew it was the best thing for the family,” Emily said. 
“He needed more one-on-one time.”

The younger children started to thrive after the move 
was made. 
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“The difference was phenomenal,” Randall said. 

All three children were reunited with their natural 
parents in May of 2020. Emily started a new job as 
a chaplain and Randall got a job as a teacher. They 
thought they would take a year break before they started 
fostering again, but soon had a 12-day-old infant.

“It was so weird, having one child. We could give her so 
much attention,” Emily said. 

They would like to adopt her, but a judge will make that 
decision. 

“There are no guarantees in life. The process just 
reminds me that I’m not the one in control,” Emily said. 
“Reunification isn’t a bad thing. But the children do 
deserve to be with clean, sober, safe parents.” 

Foster parents are dealing with hard concepts like 
addiction, poverty, inequality – and dealing with them 
by helping the most vulnerable who are hurt by these 
systems. 

“The system is broken, but it’s all these kids have,” Emily 
said. 

Hearings are ongoing regarding the status of parental 
rights for these siblings. Decisions often are prolonged 
without warning, so expectations are often loose 
regarding timelines for final rulings. 

Things can always be postponed and delayed. It’s 
difficult for foster parents to let go of children they have 
bonded with, particularly if they fear the children may 
be going to an environment that is not good for them. 

“I do my best to try not to let my imagination decide 
how they are doing,” Randall said. 

Emily always thinks back on something Dave Hayden 
told her. “It’s not like you’re throwing these kids into a 
volcano,” he said. 

“I know we’ve helped build the neural pathways that 
matter, and even if they don’t remember us their time 
with us will be an integral part of them,” Emily said.

Rev. Karen Hayden
When Rev. Karen Hayden was on Missouri 
Conference staff as director of leadership excellence, 
she focused a lot of her effort on helping facilitate 
ways for people to discern the call to ministry that 
had shaped her life. But at that time Hayden was also 
following another calling that certainly shaped her 
life as much as the call to ministry: the call to be an 
adoptive mother. 

She experienced this calling as a young woman in 
college. Through her college years, she worked with 
children and after that youth. Following her call to 
ministry, she was in ministry with college-age people. 
At age 36 she was still single and starting to consider 
what it would look like to be a single parent as a pastor. 

“I had what I now consider ridiculous fears, like, ‘What 
if my child gets sick on a Sunday morning?’” she said. 

Then she met Dave. He was already a foster parent, 
and hoping to raise a family. They married and were 
fostering two boys in Mississippi. The first two boys 
they fostered are now 13 and 11. They were six weeks 
and two years when they received them. One had club 
feet, the other a heart condition.

“When we picked them up, they gave us a mostly 
empty bottle of medicine, and when I asked what it 
was for she said, “Some kind of a heart thing.”

They had the two boys for a year. They took them along 
to Explo, the national United Methodist youth event 
in Dallas, Texas. The infant had casts on both legs. 
Dave did physical therapy with him every day. It was a 
critically formative time for the boys, but one they were 
too young to remember. But it will remain etched in 
the hearts of the Haydens.

“They were the kids that made me a mother…that 
made us parents,” Hayden said.

After moving to Missouri, they had been married for 
two years and resumed fostering again. They took in 
children they did not expect to adopt, and testified in 
court on behalf of parents, advocating for birth parents 
to be reunited with their children. 
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“She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the 
teaching of kindness is on her tongue.”

PROVERBS 31:26
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“Honor her for all that her hands 
have done, and let her works bring 

her praise at the city gate.”
PROVERBS 31:31
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“As foster parents, our number one priority was 
reunification,” she said. 

Hayden has twice experienced picking up two children 
under the age of two who didn’t even have an 
overnight bag with them. There was a six-week-old 
who had been on four different brands of formula. 
Hayden called her friend Rev. Meg Heggeman and 
said “I need a car seat by 6 p.m.” They were called to 
be interviewed for children who needed to be adopted, 
made the final cut twice, and both times were not 
chosen. There was already a foster child in their care 
during the second interview.

Then things started happening fast. They were 
fostering a 3 ½-year-old and a 17-year-old. A co-
worker’s spouse informed Hayden of a six-month-old 
girl needing a home. 

Then Hayden found she was pregnant for the first 
time at age 42. Then she got a call from social services 
about a 9-month-old needing a home. In July the 
3-year-old’s birth mother terminated rights. The 
next month the teenager went off to college, and the 
3-year-old’s sibling was on the way. 

“I was 7 ½ months pregnant with a one-year-old and a 
four-year-old at the house, getting a five-pound baby 
the next day,” she said. 

Although they had years of fostering experience, the 
Haydens had now become permanent parents of four 
children – in six months.

“We’re a family that God brought together in strange 
ways,” she said. 

In 2019 the Haydens moved to Springfield, where 
Karen was appointed as senior pastor of King’s Way 
UMC. Since the pandemic hit in 2020, Hayden has 
yet to experience a “normal” year there. Dave has 
added school teacher to his stay-at-home Dad duties. 
The couple has their hands full now with their family 
of six, but plan to return to duty as foster parents when 
their children are older. 

“We will do it again one day,” Hayden said.

Rev. Stacie Williams
Nature has a way of easing people into parenting. 
Typically, several months elapse between a woman 
determining she is pregnant and giving birth. A lot of 
preparation can take place during that time. Chances are 
98 out of 100 that she will only have one baby from that 
pregnancy. Even if a mother wants another child right 
away, they are going to be close to a year apart in age. 

Fostering and adoption don’t follow the laws of nature.
 
Rev. Stacie Williams always wanted to be a Mom. 
When she married Mark in 2004 he had two daughters 
from a previous marriage who were already teenagers. 
Williams had been told she wouldn’t be able to have 
children, so her husband and she started discussing 
adoption. They then heard through a friend about a 
little boy in need of care and soon had Gabe in their 
home through guardianship granted by the courts. 
They were his guardians for a little over a year and were 
then able to adopt him in June of 2006. During that 
time Williams became pregnant and Eli was born in 
August of 2006. Williams went from no children to 
four children in two years. “Be careful what you pray 
for, you might get it, all at once.”

Williams started seminary on the same day that Gabe 
started kindergarten, in 2009. Her first full-time 
appointment was to Branson in 2013. In 2014 they 
started providing foster care for a six-year-old girl and 
her four-year-old brother, who had developmental 
disabilities. 

“People meeting him thought he was about 18 months 
old,” Williams said. 

Both children suffered from extreme neglect and the 
boy had a rare chromosomal abnormality. The older girl 
ended up going back home and then 6 months later the 
boy did as well.

Because of all of the time she had spent with him in 
therapy, and concerns she had with his parents not 
being able to meet his special needs, letting go of him 
was very traumatic for Williams. 

“I told my husband, ‘I can’t do this again,’” she said. 
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Right at that time, Williams’ pastoral appointment 
was changing from Branson to Springfield. They were 
immediately contacted about two boys needing a home, 
one just under two years old and the other three years 
old. Williams said absolutely not, but her husband 
encouraged her to meet them. She couldn’t say no after 
she met them. It was June of 2016.

“We got Sam and Jakob on the Saturday before my first 
Sunday at Wesley,” Williams said. 

With Sam and Jakob, they had no bio parent 
involvement. Williams adopted the boys in November 
of 2018, after having another appointment change to 
Arch UMC in Hannibal. 

Then in February of 2020 Williams received an email 
from Iron County Family Services. It was about Sam 
and Jakob’s older half-sister. She had been living in 
extremely difficult circumstances. Her biological father 
was sent to prison for abuse. She had been living with 
her stepmother and half-siblings. It wasn’t a good 
situation and she had run away several times. Family 
Services said they had nowhere else to send her and the 
only option for her was a residential group home. Sam 
and Jakob were the only family she had left.

Williams drove four and a half hours to pick her up. 
On the ride back to her house, she told her straight up 
that they wouldn’t be able to deal with things like her 
running away or violent behavior. 

“I want this to work, but we have our hands full with 
your little brothers,” Williams told her. “We’re old. 
We can’t deal with you running away and aggressive 
behavior. I know we’ll have the normal teenage stuff, 
and the occasional disagreements, but we’re just not 
capable of managing someone who is aggressive.” 
Jasmine assured her that so long as she was treated well, 

she wouldn’t be a problem. And she’s stuck with that. 

“She’s been wonderful,” Williams said. “This was a kid 
who at 14 could quote the statistics about what happens 
to girls who age out of foster care without having 
a permanent family. She knew the numbers about 
going to college and unemployment. She just wanted a 
forever family that would love her.”

Williams said Jasmine found her two little brothers 
to be really cute, for about 48 hours. Then she started 
to see how they could really be a handful. She asked 
Williams why she did this…why she took the boys in...
why she took her in. She gets the same questions from 
adults sometimes. Williams said many people from her 
churches have praised her and her husband for taking 
children in, but she doesn’t view it as a sacrifice.

“We’re so grateful to have been given the opportunity 
to adopt Jas. We’re the ones who are blessed,” she 
said. “I can’t imagine life without her and all of our 
children. Sure, it’s not easy and it’s disruptive and 
everyone has to adjust, but it is so worth it. It will 
change you forever, but it’s a wonderful change.”

Jasmine started school in Hannibal in March of 2020. 
After a couple of days of being in school, it was shut 
down due to the pandemic. Williams and her husband 
adopted her on February 8, 2021, on Williams 50th 
birthday. Jasmine not only took Williams’s last name, 
but also changed her first name to Jasalynn. (Lynn 
being Williams middle name).

Williams worries about all the children who do age of 
foster care without being adopted. Before becoming a 
pastor, Williams had a background in developmental 
disabilities and behavior disorders. Through that work, 
she was already very familiar with social services. But 
navigating the fostering and adopting system still 
wasn’t easy. 

“The social services system is broken,” Williams 
said. “I wish they talked to each other more, from 
agency to agency, county to county, but I know they 
are overwhelmed with cases and with children with 
emergency needs.” 
Adoptive parents are given subsidies for daycare. But 

“My work for the kingdom is to do 
what I can to help vulnerable kids. I’m 
passionate about the next generation 
and how they come to a life of faith.” 
STACIE WILLIAMS
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Williams has had her children kicked out of the daycares 
that accept subsidies because of their behavior disorder 
problems. School isn’t easy either. She gets phone 
calls about once a week to talk to the principal about a 
problem with one of her young children’s behavior. 

“Everyone is called to something different,” Williams 
said. “Part of my work for the kingdom is to do what 
I can to help vulnerable kids. I’m passionate about 
the next generation and how they come to a life of 
faith. When I met Jas and drove her all that way to 
our home in Hannibal, she told me she wanted to 
be a tattoo artist when she grew up. Turns out she 
is a remarkable artist. However, her life goals have 
changed. Now she wants to be a forensic scientist and 
go to medical school. Hope did that!” 

William’s husband is an accountant with offices in St. 
Louis and Kansas City. He has to travel some to those 
offices during the busy tax season, but most of the 
time he works from home. 

“He manages the household,” Williams said. “He gets 
people where they need to go and he manages our 
family schedule.” 

With five children at home, Williams feels they have 
maxed-out the church parsonage but they have made 
it work. Mark’s oldest daughter lives in Kansas City 

and has a child of her own, and his youngest lives in 
Colorado and is expecting a baby in July. 

“This is all about our faith. This is discipleship for us,” 
Williams said. “Everyone has their thing, and this is 
ours. It’s how we leave our mark. We do it because it’s 
what we feel called to do.” 

Throughout her appointments, she has felt love from 
her congregations through the process. 

“We couldn’t do what we do without the support of our 
churches,” Williams said. “When we brought Jasalynn 
home I couldn’t even tell you how many people brought 
over clothes for her and food for the family.” 

One person did tell her they thought she was crazy, 
but she didn’t see a way to say no to a 14-year-old 
when she had her two little brothers. 

“I’d be lying if I said every day is roses and sunshine. 
It’s not. Anytime you’re involved with kids it’s not 
going to be,” Williams said. “It’s a crazy ride, but so 
worth it.”

For more information about how to become a foster 
parent in Missouri, go to https://dss.mo.gov/cd/foster-
care/becoming-a-foster-parent.htm.

If You Can’t Foster or Adopt
» Offer Respite Care or Babysitting

» Accompany to Appointments

» Bring Meals or Coffee

» Donate, Run Errands or Pray

» Everyone Can Do Something!
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Methodist 
Connections 
with America’s 
National Pastime
BY REV. KIM JENNE 

Henry Mason, Miami Marlins

Kansas City Monarchs
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A s Opening Weekend of the 2021 Major 
League Baseball season coincided with Easter 
weekend, fans across Missouri returned to 

their home teams’ ballparks and their local church – 
in many cases for the first time since the coronavirus 
pandemic began. 

As any United Methodist pastor will attest, baseball 
holds a special place in the hearts of the faithful. There 
are plenty Sunday mornings peppered with red or blue 
jerseys in the pews. The intersection of Methodism and 
baseball might be most well-known thanks to the 2013 
sports film, “42” about baseball player Jackie Robinson. 
In the film, Branch Rickey, played by actor Harrison 
Ford claims that “God is a Methodist.”

Rickey first met Robinson on Aug. 28, 1945. He told 
Robinson that he wanted to sign the 26-year-old 
ballplayer and break the national pastime’s color barrier. 
This meeting between the two Methodists ultimately 
transformed baseball and America itself. 

Baseball is a natural part of Missouri culture with two 
Major League teams separated by 250 miles, the Royals 
of Kansas City and the St. Louis Cardinals. But die-
hard baseball fans are also aware of the Negro Leagues 
Baseball Museum (NLBM) in Kansas City. 

Now, even more fans will be aware of the state’s treasure 
since Major League Baseball’s recent correction of the 
longtime oversight in the game’s history by officially 
elevating the Negro leagues to Major League status. 

More than 3,400 players from seven leagues that 
operated from 1920 to 1948 will now be considered 
major leaguers. The Negro Leagues Museum has fought 
for years to keep the leagues’ memory alive.

Now, two major league baseball players with Methodist 
roots in Missouri are major leaguers. Henry “Bo” Mason 
was a Missouri Annual Conference licensed local pastor 
who died last May. Henry was the first black player for 
the Schenectady Blue Jays, a Philadelphia farm team, 
in 1955 and played for Buck O’Neil and the Kansas 

City Monarchs before making it to the major leagues 
with the Philadelphia Phillies and the Kansas City 
A’s. When his elbow gave out at 30, he went to work 
for Goodyear for 10 years before becoming a United 
Methodist minister, serving St. James and Taylor 
Chapel (Sedalia).

John Wesley Donaldson is the subject of a new statue 
and field dedication in his hometown of Glasgow. 
After high school, he attended George R. Smith 
College in Sedalia, Missouri for one year, possibly in 
religious studies. The college had a seminary for the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church and his mother 
wanted him to become a Methodist preacher.
 
The intersection of church and baseball has produced 
some interesting results. The Kansas City Monarchs 
were so popular that Black Churches would move their 
Sunday service time back an hour so that fans could 
attend the game. Since 2013, the NLBM has teamed 
with the Kansas City Royals to recreate that spirit 
by putting on their “Sunday Best” to watch a Royals 
game. The event, “Dressed to the Nines” is now paired 
with the Royals annual “Salute to the Negro Leagues.”

The St. Louis Cardinals appear to be one of just three 
Major League Baseball teams that provide local clergy 
with free or discounted passes to games. The other two 
organizations are the Cincinnati Reds and the Boston 
Red Sox. The team provides clergy within a 100-
mile radius of Busch Stadium with a pass for general 
admission or standing-room tickets for the rabbi, 
minister or imam and a guest. The origins of the pass 
are apocryphal. 

One such story is that when the team began thinking 
about holding games on Sundays, the city’s clergy 
rallied a protest, and the pass was born to pacify 
the vocal religious critics. True or not, one can find 
Cardinals clergy passes online dating from the 1940s. 
Unfortunately, the pandemic has put a temporary halt 
on the program due to crowd limitations. 

To read more about John Donaldson, go to www.sabr.
org/bioproj/person/john-donaldson-2. To read more 
about the Negro League receiving Major League 
status, go to www.mlb.com/press-release/press-release-
mlb-officially-designates-the-negro-leagues-as-major-
league.

More than 3,400 players from 
seven leagues that operated 
from 1920 to 1948 will now be  
considered major leaguers.
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MINISTRY IDEAS 
FROM NEXTGEN 

CONVERSATIONS
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THE NEXTGEN CONVERSATIONS podcast seeks to 
empower NextGen leaders to create dynamic, Christ-
centered ministries. In its debut season, we spoke with 
several Missouri ministry leaders about concepts and 
ideas that are working in their context. Consider how 
these five ideas might translate to your local church.

 MAKE THE CAR A MISSION FIELD
Investing in your students is at the heart of NextGen 
ministry. Leaders can amplify their Sunday-morning 
investment by equipping parents to disciple their kids.

Curriculum and Sunday School are helpful tools but 
aren’t your ministry; They’re a part of your strategy. 
Sarah DeClue, Children’s Ministry Director at La 
Croix Church in Cape Girardeau, urges NextGen 
leaders to consider how they can teach families to 
spiritually lead their children in all aspects of life – 
be it during homework or on the way to basketball 
practice. Dive deep into this topic with Sarah in Episode 
One.

 ENCOURAGE FAMILY-DIRECTED ENGAGEMENT  
With a full plate of extracurricular activities and 
school, parents already pick and choose which 
elements of NextGen ministry their child can add to 
their schedule. Local church NextGen leader Mona 
Candea offers ideas to empower families to decide how 
they’ll engage, so no one feels pressured to do it all.

Using content related to that week’s sermon topic, 
Candea sends out the same ideas repackaged in 
different ways: A kids video lesson, parent guide, 
conversation starts, activities and more. Parents get to 
pick and choose what options will be most engaging 
and effective in their family context. Candea reminds 
that this method hinges on asking the questions, 
“What do our families need?” and “How would they 
like to receive it?” Learn more about this idea in Episode 
Two with Mona.

 EMPOWER STUDENTS TO MENTOR STUDENTS
At Good Shepherd in Kansas City, Becca Boren, 
director of youth and young adult ministries, created 
a system of accountability and growth in her program 
that has allowed youth to take on meaningful 
leadership roles while making their faith their own. 
Older youth mentor younger youth. As students age 
up, they’re offered the opportunity to get trained and 
mentor a younger student of their own.

Boren’s program emphasizes friendship before 
mentorship and teaches students about spiritual 
disciplines as tools to draw closer to God. She finds 
that mentorship relationships with students close in 
age allows mentors to relate deeply to the struggles 
and challenges their mentee faces. Whether its serving 
as a mentor or growing as a mentee, this idea equips 
students to continually find their way back to God 
during the transition and tumults of early adulthood.
Get into the nitty gritty and learn how you can lay the 
groundwork for a mentoring program of your own in 
Episode Five.

 OFFER STILLNESS IN COLLEGE-LIFE CHAOS
We live in a fast, loud and anxious world. Young 
people experience this, too. The Awakened Life, a 
curriculum written by Rev. Angie Olsen and Sarah 
Bollinger, offers an invitation to peace and silence 
amid the chaos of life. Olsen says the awakened life 
means we are centered on the present and awake to the 
grace and love of God in the moment. 

The eight-week series emphasizes the importance of 
silence and meditation. These ideas are reinforced by 
the spiritual practices of Jesus. We can use quiet time 
to grow in our own relationships with him. Learn more 
about this idea in Episode Six with Angie.

 LEND AN EAR THROUGH HOLY LISTENING
At Trinity UMC in Piedmont, Rev. Tadd Kruithoff 
and his team lean into the relational aspect of 
discipleship through Holy Listening. This method 
allows kids to lead the conversation and share about 
their own lives in their own words while volunteers 
simply guide the conversation, teaching children to see 
God in everyday life.

Holy Listening isn’t about introducing children to 
God for the first time; it’s about revealing to them a 
God who loves them and is already active in their life. 
Holy Listening doesn’t rely sharing the right facts; it 
focuses on having a conversation and actively listening.
Dig deeper into this concept with Tadd in Episode Seven. 

Find Season One of the NextGen Conversations 
podcast and all other related resources online at 
www.nextgenumc.org/ngconversations. 
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S ome years there are big changes 
appointive changes with district 

superintendents and Conference 
staff. This is not one of those years. 
You won’t see any new faces in any 
of those positions after Annual 
Conference. 

“With everything else feeling 
unstable, having consistency in the 
cabinet is helpful,” Missouri Bishop 
Bob Farr said. 

There will be some large Missouri 
Conference churches changing 
pastors this year, though, some of 
which have had their pastors for 
a long time. Rev. Jim Downing is 
retiring after serving First UMC 
in Sedalia for 24 years. Rev. Aaron 
Brown is moving from Saint Paul 
UMC in Joplin to Woods Chapel in 
Lee’s Summit after serving Saint Paul 
for 26 years. 
Downing is being replaced by a 
woman pastor, Rev. Candace Fowler, 
who had been serving the church 
as associate pastor. Brown is being 
replaced by a young pastor, Rev. 
Britton Fields. 

“It’s exciting to see a woman serving 
First in Sedalia,” Bishop Farr said. 
“It also exciting to see young pastors 
with opportunities to serve large 
churches. We have seen good fruit 
from young pastors appointed to large 
churches.” 

Retirements have driven a lot of 
appointments in the past few years. 

Nearly 25% of the elders in the 
Missouri Conference retired in the 
past three years. Not all of them were 
currently serving local churches. 
Some were in extension ministry, or 
on some type of leave. Appointment 
season begins as a puzzle, with open 
positions listed.

“We started out 18 appointments 
short. I’ve been in the cabinet room 
since 2008, and I’ve never seen that 
many,” Bishop Farr said. “Somehow 
we finished early.” By the third week 
of March, they only lacked filling one 
associate pastor position.

At Missouri UMC in Columbia, 
there is a seasoned senior pastor and a 
young associate pastor starting at the 
same time. 

“Six months ago I didn’t know either 
one of them,” Bishop Farr said. “You 
start wondering who is going to fill 
an appointment and it ends up being 
two people I had never met.” 

Recent clergy transitions have been a 
very long process. Some pastors who 
were appointed to a different church 
last June started having their first 
in-person meetings with people just a 
month or two ago.  

“It’s incredibly difficult for those 
pastors to get to know their 
congregations,” Bishop Farr said. 
“Even the ones who moved the 
year before were only eight months 
into their ministry when in-person 

worship shut down. 
Some of them haven’t 
seen their people in a 
year.”

This year, pastors were 
still often being introduced to their 
new church leadership via a Zoom 
online conference call. Even when 
these meetings were in person, they 
were less personal with masks and 
social distancing. 

Things aren’t just different for 
churches that went online-only. Even 
churches that are having in-person 
worship are often averaging about 
25% of their normal congregation, 
Bishop Farr said. 

“It’s amazing that we still have young 
people raising their hands, choosing 
to follow their call to ministry in 
the United Methodist Church, and 
we still have clergy who are willing 
to serve wherever they are sent, and 
churches who are willing to receive 
whoever they are sent,” Bishop Farr 
said. “We’ve been blessed.” 

Appointment Season 
Comes Together
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LAITY VOICES BY LORI BRUENS

Lori Bruens, 
Harrisonville United 
Methodist Church,  

Co-District Lay Leader 
for Heartland District

O ver the years, I have come to a specific 
mantra.At the beginning of the year, I 
anticipate that I will be different by the end 

of the year than on January 1. Over the last few years, 
I started writing down significant changes, since 
sometimes I forget where or how I learned something 
new. These changes come from all sorts of avenues: a 
book, a podcast, devotion, a small group study and a 
conversation. 

The following are some of the epiphanies that have 
changed me:
• Both/And, not Either/Or. Essentially, law and 

grace, not law or grace. 
• When we ask, “How are you?” Follow up with “No, 

really, how are you?” Follow these steps from Jerry 
Colgna: Genuine, curious, ask, stop, listen, mean it   
(Reboot” by Jerry Colgna).

• Check out the word equanimity (also from 
“Reboot”). I want that. I know for a fact Jesus had it!

• Life is hard; you cannot avoid the hard work. 
“Untamed” by Glennon Doyle (also personal 
experience of living through 2020).

• The work of antiracism is becoming a better human 
than other humans. That is the work. Check out 
Brene Brown’s podcast with Austin Channing 
Brown.

When I am in my Bible, the fantastic times are when a 
verse speaks to me that wasn’t in my Bible before. 

One verse that wasn’t in my Bible before is Ephesians 
2:10; “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.” I never saw that before. After 
I read or remember a popular part of scripture (check 
out John 3:17), it seems to happen. I mean, Ephesians 
2:4-9 is written on my heart “it is by grace you have 
been saved!”

Last year that verse (Ephesians 
2:10) found me in September as 
I kept reading it repeatedly. It’s 
not so much the words of “God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus.” No, it’s “we,” all of us. 
There aren’t just certain people to 
do good works. It’s all of us! God 
has prepared all of us in advance 
with things for each of us to do. I 
knew in a loose sense God uses/
needs me. 

Now I realize I am really up to bat and God has 
something not only for me to do, but for ALL of us. 
Think about it, “God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works,” brings us to the spiritual 
gifts that God gives us. Then came my awakening 
that everyone has something that God has prepared 
in advance for us to do! Gulp. Even today, this verse 
can come into my thoughts in conversations or Zoom 
meetings. Hey, everyone, you know you are God’s 
unique handiwork…there is something you are 
supposed to be doing, do you know that? 

Have I gotten you to ponder how you have changed? 
I challenge you to write down your thoughts, so at 
the end of the year, ask yourself, how have I grown 
this year, so I do not forget? My prayer, especially for 
our laity, lives into doing good works that “God has 
prepared in advance for us to do!”

God Has Prepared All Of Us
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S ometimes pastors just need to connect with 
other pastors. We can talk shop, commiserate, 

and generally share the cup of collegial kindness 
and understanding. That hunger for pastor-to-pastor 
connection space may be most needed around the subject 
of money and personal finances. 

Two programs have been created just for that purpose, 
and the C2FM office of your Missouri United 
Methodist Foundation is pleased to sponsor these 
programs for Missouri pastors. 

FPU FOR PASTORS
In January 2021, 13 United Methodist pastors from 
Missouri and Oklahoma began a journey toward 
financial peace and well-being through the Financial 
Peace University (FPU) for Pastors classes. The classes 
met mornings and evenings and followed the well-
known FPU “baby steps” curriculum (e.g., building an 
emergency fund, paying off debt, intentional investing 
for retirement, among other key steps). 

The curriculum was specially tailored and presented by 
Chris Bouchard, C2FM Associate Director, and Rev. 
Laura Murphy, Missouri UM Foundation Director 
of Development. They included a special emphasis 
on how the principles and practices of FPU relate to 
ministry in the local church. Chris observed that “as the 
course progressed, the conversations between pastors 
lit up!” By the end of the nine-week journey together, 
the collective non-mortgage debt of the participating 
pastors was reduced by over $88,000. Perhaps more 
importantly, however, the pastors began exploring how 

their experience of the class could be translated into a 
sermon series. 

More FPU for Pastors courses will be offered in the 
months ahead. As Laura Murphy explains, “each 
iteration of the course allows us to better address the 
unique needs of pastors.” 

SAVING GRACE FOR PASTORS 
A new financial well-being course was released by 
Abingdon Press/Wespath in the fall of 2020. It is titled 
Saving Grace and C2FM will begin forming classes in 
late June of 2021. Weaving Wesleyan theology together 
with sound financial advice, Saving Grace offers 
practical guidance alongside a Methodist devotional 
component. The initial Saving Grace cohorts will 
be open to clergy and lay leaders. Participants will 
be well-equipped to lead similar classes within their 
congregations and communities. 

If your congregation wants to sponsor either FPU or 
Saving Grace as a ministry, C2FM offers financial 
assistance for leaders and materials. For more 
information, contact Rev. Mark Struckhoff, C2FM 
Director, at mstruckhoff@mumf.org.

MISSOURI UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION

Grace & Peace for Pastors
N E W  C L A S S E S  A R E  F O R M I N G
BY REV. MARK STRUCKHOFF

REV. MARK STRUCKHOFF
“Saving Grace” is a new curriculum created by United Methodists for United Methodists. 
Pastors and lay leaders can register for this new class starting in June. Contact Mark at 
mstruckhoff@mumf.org for more information.
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S aint Paul School of Theology has announced that Dr. 
Lucas Endicott is now serving as the Regional Director 

of Course of Study. This position was previously held by 
Rev. Steve Breon. Rev. Endicott is the Missouri Conference 
Associate Director of Mission, Service and Justice. This part-
time position with Saint Paul School of Theology will not affect 
his full-time appointment to the Missouri Conference staff.

Dr. Endicott brings to the Course of Study (COS) School 
a background in education with an Ed.D. in Educational 
Leadership and Administration as well as being an ordained 
elder in the United Methodist Church.

In his new role of Regional Director of Course of Study, he 
will work closely with the United Methodist General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry to direct the Regional COS 
School at Saint Paul. In addition to managing the school, he 
will recruit students and teachers, plan course schedules, and 
continue to facilitate a program of excellence for our COS 
students.

Dr. Endicott will jump in with both feet as the Saint Paul 
Course of Study School prepares to open registration for its 
Summer 2021 term the first week of April. As we continue to 
navigate the current pandemic, this summer’s schedule will be 
a virtual offering with all 20 classes split between 4 summer 
sessions, allowing students to take up to four courses during 
June thru August.  

While physically distanced this past year, COS students have 
maintained a well-rounded educational experience with an 
agenda including scheduled class meet & greets, interactive 
forums, and Zoom classes.  

“Dr. Endicott shares Saint Paul’s commitment to theological 
education through Course of Study in service to the church.  
He brings creative energy and a wealth of experience to this 
role.  I have no doubt that the Course of Study Regional 
School at Saint Paul will continue to thrive and grow with his 
leadership,” says Dr. Jeanne Hoeft, Saint Paul Vice President 
for Academic Affairs and Dean.

Saint Paul School of Theology is a seminary of the United Methodist 
Church with one mission in two locations. Our Oklahoma campus 
thrives in a collaboration with Oklahoma City University in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma and, in partnership with the United 
Methodist Church of the Resurrection, our Kansas Campus serves 
the Greater Kansas City Metro Area in Leawood, KS.

SAINT 
PAUL 

SCHOOL OF 
THEOLOGY

Welcomes 
New  Regional 

Director of 
Course of Study
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Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology

WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY BY HAL KNIGHT

Why did the Son of God come 
to live among us, as one of us? 
Some point to the life he led as 
a model for what it means to be 
truly human. Others point to his 
death on a cross as the means for 
us to be forgiven of our sins and 
reconciled to God. Still others 
point to his resurrection as the 
triumph over sin and death, 
and the event that shows for all 
eternity that this Jesus, who led 
that life and died that death, is 
Lord and Savior. And some point 
to all of this to say in Jesus’ life, 
death and resurrection God is 
revealed to us in human terms.

All of this is true. Yet more needs 
to be said. Jesus lays out a way of 
life we are called to lead, centered 
on loving God and our neighbor. 
He speaks of the kingdom of God 
as being at hand, and of eternal 
life as something we have now, 
in the present. Paul talks of our 
receiving new life in Christ, of 
our becoming new creations. 

Yet how do we actually become 
what these images describe? Is all 
this just an exhortation for us to 
try harder? 

This is where one reason for 
Christ’s coming, so often missed, 
is of vital importance. We see it 
early in Matthew, when John the 
Baptist proclaims, “I baptize you 
with water for repentance, but one 

who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me…He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire” 
(Matthew 3: 11-12, NSRV).

Of these verses John Wesley 
writes, “He shall fill you with 
the Holy Ghost, inflaming your 
hearts with that fire of love which 
many waters cannot quench. And 
this was done, even with a visible 
appearance as of fire, on the day 
of Pentecost” (Explanatory Notes 
on the New Testament).

Notice Wesley’s language of 
“filling.” In other places Wesley 
speaks of the Spirit working “in” 
us or coming to “dwell” in us. 
And if the Spirit is in us, Christ 
is in us. This is one difference 
Pentecost makes. In the Old 
Testament kings, prophets, and 
other leaders were anointed or 
temporarily indwelt by the Spirit. 
But in the New Testament the 
Spirit comes to remain not only 
with us but in us.

Second, the Holy Spirit is available 
to all, not a select few. After 
Pentecost everyone can receive the 
Spirit. This also means the presence 
of Jesus Christ is no longer limited 
to first century Palestine but can 
now be present to all people in all 
times and places.

Third, the Holy Spirit inflames 
our hearts with the fire of love. 

This is how 
we receive 
new life 
in Christ: 
it is a gift 
of God 
through the 
power of the 
Holy Spirit, 
who works 
continually 
within us to 
enable us to receive and grow in 
this life of love. 

What we do is be open to receive 
and have faith in Christ who gives 
us the Spirit. We do this through 
prayer and Christian community, 
scripture and the Lord’s Supper, 
worship of God and service to 
others. In these ways we remain 
in relationship with God and 
continually receive the new life 
the Spirit gives.

We can be encouraged by these 
words from Charles Wesley:
Sinners, lift up your hearts,
THE PROMISE to receive! 
Jesus himself imparts, 
He comes in us to live.
The Holy Ghost to us is given; 
Rejoice in God sent down from 
heaven.

Receiving New Life in Christ
The Gift of God through the Power of the Holy Spirit
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MUSIC MATTERS

S ongs connect us to memories. They 
draw us to one another horizontally 
and draw us vertically to God. 

As worship songs and hymns become 
part of our musical DNA, they remind 
us throughout the week of moments in 
worship when we heard God’s whisper, or 
rather, God’s song being sung over us.  

When we hear that praise song or hymn 
again on the radio or in our hearts 
throughout the week, we are reminded of 
God’s faithfulness. We are encouraged in 
moments of doubt, and during long nights, 
our hearts are filled with songs instead of 
fear. 

An important part of teaching the Scriptures 
is not simply telling the stories but bringing 
these stories to life. We help those we lead 
to see themselves in these stories and see the 
stories of Jesus in their lives. 

In September of last year, Pastor Jim 
Downing and I started preaching through 
the book of Matthew, preaching a chapter 
each week, only taking a break for Advent. 
As we approached Holy Week, we wanted 
to finish Matthew on Easter Sunday. 

I took Matthew 
23-27, preached 
Chapters 24 and 26, 
and chronologically 
taught midweek 
lessons online, 
starting with 
Matthew 23. 
Realizing we had 
preached Palm 
Sunday (Matthew 21) 
several weeks before 
Palm Sunday, I decided to break down 
Holy Week and help our congregation 
understand each day of the week by 
“Walking through Holy Week with a 
Song.” 

On Palm Sunday, I reminded the 
congregation where we had been by 
placing 11x17 signs with the name of each 
day of Holy Week on one side and the 
corresponding passage in Matthew on the 
other. I f lipped each sign as we reviewed. 
On Palm Sunday, we started Matthew 26, 
Spy Wednesday. In that sermon, I ended 
on Matthew 26:30, “When they had sung 
a hymn, they went out to the Mount of 
Olives.”

Rev. Candace Fowler, 
Associate Pastor, First 

United Methodist 
Sedalia

Walking through 
Holy Week with a Song
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BY CANDACE FOWLER

Of course, we don’t know the songs the 
followers of Jesus sang, but perhaps we 
could imagine what songs we would sing 
to Jesus, right? A Psalm I have memorized 
that I learned through song is Psalm 105:1-
3. During my sermon, I preached about 
the woman who anointed Jesus with oil. I 
allowed the congregation to reflect. 

“Perhaps while anointing Jesus with oil, 
the woman would have sung something 
like this to Jesus…” and I sang Psalm 
105:1-3 a capella. “Then, just maybe, Jesus 
sang back to her…” and I sang the words 
of Zephaniah 3:17, “The Lord your God is 
with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. 
God will take great delight in you; in 
God’s love, God will no longer rebuke you 
but will rejoice over you with singing.”

It is possible that the song the disciples 
sang as they left that first Lord’s Supper 
was a Hallel Psalm, perhaps 118, which is 
traditionally sung during Passover. In the 
pericope of Matthew 26:1-30, the disciples 
receive news that Jesus will die in two days. 
When we receive news that floods our 
minds, our minds often long to rest in the 
comfort of memories because devastating 
news is just too much to bear. I imagine 
as the disciples walked out together, their 
minds were flooded, too. 

I found a recording of a woman singing 
Psalm 118 in Hebrew. I made a video filled 

with images of Jesus from The Chosen 
series. Using our streaming license for 
music and video content, I shared this 
video at the end of the sermon. I invited 
our congregation to join the disciples in 
this journey of reflecting on Jesus’ life and 
ministry while they listened to Psalm 118. 
I wanted that moment to be more than just 
a story. It was Matthew’s story, but because 
of Jesus, it is our story, too.

Each day through Holy Week, I posted 
a video link, ten minutes or less, with a 
song and discussed the events of Holy 
Week on that day. We journeyed together 
through Holy Week. It was no longer just 
connecting on in worship on the weekend. 
We connected daily with Jesus and each 
other through song.  

Our mission at First Church, Sedalia, 
is: Leading People to an Active Faith in 
Jesus Christ. God is the great Conductor, 
teaching the birds their songs, making the 
storms the best of the percussion sections, 
and singing a unique song over each of us. 

I believe we are the most faithful 
storytellers when we bring all aspects of 
God into all parts of worship when we ask 
God to teach us to be creative - praying 
that God would do far more abundantly 
than we could ask or imagine as we lead 
others to the foot of the cross. Music is a 
fabulous way to do just that!

Sedalia First Holy Week Playlist
www.youtube.com/c/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchSedalia/playlists
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Susan Brandes at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Susan Brandes at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App
The magazine is available via a free app on iPads or 
iPhones. Search the iTunes library for The Missouri 
Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like 
to share about the magazine, or if you want to connect 
Fred Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with 
a talented writer, photographer or videographer in your 
congregation, e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.
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For more event Information visit: 
www.moumethodist.org/events

Pre-Conference Briefing
THURSDAY, MAY 27 | 10 A.M.

Learn more: www.moacinfo.com/events/pre-
conference-briefing

Join us at 10 a.m. on Thursday, May 27, via live 
stream for the Bishop’s Address as well as updates 
from other partner organizations. Non-internet 
option available for those with access to phones 
only. The event will be recorded.

Boundaries Training
FRIDAY, JUNE 11 | 10 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M.

Learn more: www.moacinfo.com/events/
boundaries-training

Quadrennial Boundaries training will be held 
on June 11. This training is required for Missouri 
Conference clergy. Lay members are encouraged 
to attend. Should the Conference be prevented 
from meeting in-person due to COVID-19 concerns, 
the planning team is anticipating that this training 
will be held virtually.

Annual Conference
SATURDAY, JUNE 12 TO SUNDAY, JUNE 13 

the 2021 annual conference session will be held 
virtually with invitation-only, in-person attendance. 
Registration for the virtual session as well as 
for those with invitations is now open at www.
Moacinfo.Com. Mark your calendars for this two-
day event filled with celebration and learning.

Registration opens at 9 a.m. on March 9, 2021. 
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BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT

This person, with great delight, 
catches a fish before my camera 
is ready. Carefully he removes 
the fish from the hook and gently 

releases it back into the lake—a missed 
photo opportunity. My camera is now 
prepared. He catches this fish. Often, I 
go up and talk to those photographed 

because that person’s life is a story 
told by God that needs to be noticed 
by someone. So, I go over to meet 
him. He is all smiling but doesn’t seem 
interested in small talk. His focus is on 
fishing, so I move on. Was my ministry 
of presence of any use to God here? Not 
my concern. God uses the commonplace 

and mundane to produce redeeming, 
healing, sustaining, and even inspiring or 
transforming work. If I believe in the living 
person of Jesus Christ , that ’s enough 
for living water to flow from my heart 
to whoever. Believe in the work of the 
Holy Spirit and just touch people’s lives 
without a need to know an outcome.


