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FINDING YOUR WAY
A few years ago, I was traveling in a country where I didn’t speak the language, to a place that 
is notoriously hard to get to. Getting there involves taking a bus to another bus station, to a 
village to take a boat to another village. If you start at 8:00 in the morning, you’ll be on the boat 
by 2:00 in the afternoon. If things don’t go well, you can still catch the 4 p.m. boat. The first 
bus ride went well. As soon as I got to the first bus transfer, I followed the instructions in my 
guidebook, but things got complicated.

I did that, but at the old bus terminal, no one could understand where I wanted to go. Usually, 
you don’t need to speak the language, you can just state your destination to someone selling 
tickets, and they’ll point you on your way. But that system wasn’t working here. They just shook 
their heads and shrugged. 

Eventually, a kind ticket-seller called her daughter, who speaks English, and put me on the 
phone. I told her where I was going, and she said I couldn’t get there from where I was. I read 
the section of my guidebook that gave traveling instructions from where I was, and she said, 
“You’re not there.”

Apparently, mudslides had diverted my bus to a different town, one that did not connect to my 
final destination. I’m sure the bus driver told everyone this during one of the announcements on 
the bus, but since I didn’t speak his language, I had no idea. Getting to where we were going 
was suddenly a lot more complicated, involving multiple buses. The 4 p.m. boat, the back-up 
plan, was long gone before I arrived at the village. I needed to find a place to spend the night to 
catch the boat the next day. Like most of the messes I get myself into, I pridefully clung to my 
analysis that none of this was my fault. 

A year ago, we were all in an unfamiliar place. It took a while for many of us to figure out we 
were in an unfamiliar place because we had been faithfully following directions. We may have 
had our plans written out for the next place we wanted to go, but those directions were useless 
because we were no longer at the starting place. We finally figured out we were somewhere else, 
and when it came to figuring out how to get to where we wanted to be, we had to start over by 
developing a whole new set of travel plans. 

The church gets a bad rap for being resistant to change. I think that’s unwarranted. Methodists 
have change built into them. Where else do you find a system where the local leader gets 
moved every few years at a moment’s notice, usually to be replaced by someone you’ve never met 
before? When it comes to change, we’re prepped for it. I feel better about where we are now 
than I have for some time, even if I haven’t figured out exactly where that is yet. 

We have a new change for you this month, with the reintroduction of the regular feature, Music 
Matters. Ryan McClouth faithfully provided us with 55 of these features, exploring many 
different aspects of worship arts before moving out-of-state to a new job. Starting this month, 
we’re reintroducing the feature. Rather than having it written by one person, you’ll be getting a 
different voice each month discussing music and how it pertains to us as United Methodists. If 
you have something related to the music you would like to share in this magazine, email me at 
fkoenig@moumethodist.org.
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MISSION Making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.

VISION The Missouri Conference will 
relentlessly lead our churches to become 
outwardly focused and spiritually centered 
Christ followers.
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Rev. Erika Gravely of Asbury UMC in Springfield 
leads a Stations of Cross devotional at Silver 

Springs Park. See story on page 12.
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W hen I sought the election as 
bishop in 2016, I never imagined 

the degree of disruption (the pandemic, 
denominational issues, racial injustices 
and political turmoil) we would have 
experienced this last 18 months. My 
plan to lead the Missouri Conference to 
relentlessly lead our churches to become 
outwardly focused and spiritually centered 
Christ followers has been greatly impacted 
by these outside forces. Suddenly we were 
learning how to lead in a multifaceted crisis 
and planning for a very difference post- 
pandemic world with a church undecided 
about its future as a denomination and 
seemingly no way to decide because of the 
pandemic itself.

It is as if we are caught between what was 
and what has not yet come to pass. I’m 
reminded of the story in John’s gospel, 
chapter 14, verses 1-4 (The Message)

“Don’t let this rattle you. You trust God, 
don’t you? Trust me. There is plenty of 
room for you in my Father’s home. If that 
weren’t so, would I have told you that I’m 
on my way to get a room ready for you? 
And if I’m on my way to get your room 

ready, I’ ll come 
back and get you so 
you can live where 
I live. And you 
already know the 
road I’m taking.”

I’ve always been a 
big fan of Thomas’ 
honesty. In verse 5 
Thomas says,

“Master, we have no idea where you’re 
going. How do you expect us to know the 
road? Many of us may have this same 
question today regarding our present 
circumstances. Where are we going and 
how do we get there?”

I love The Message version of this story. It 
begins by saying, “Don’t let this rattle you.” 
And follows up with “You trust God, don’t 
you? Then trust me.” Trust is hard for us in 
uncertain times and nearly impossible to 
maintain when all around people are losing 
patience. 

Most of us have heard about the 
postponement of General Conference 

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP FARR

Bishop Farr, Missouri 
Conference of The 
United Methodist 

Church
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again this year: www.moumethodist.
org/newsdetail/general-conference-
postponed-digital-special-session-
scheduled-15078235.

The General Commission simply couldn’t 
get everyone safely together in-person or 
guarantee that local infrastructures across 
the globe would support a virtual meeting 
and electronic voting. So, here we go again 
like a merry-go-round; hurry up and wait.

I love the response Jesus gives to the 
disciples and especially, Thomas. “Trust 
me. I am the way, the truth and life;” or, as 
The Message says, “I am the road, also truth 
and also life.” Yet, still not satisfied, Phillip 
said, “Just show us the Father.” in other 
words, “Show us the map.”

The Message reminds us the road is Jesus, 
the map is Jesus, the truth is Jesus and only 
trusting your future to Jesus will we find 
life. In fact, Jesus makes one of the biggest 
promises of the Bible in John 14:12. 

“The person who trusts me will not only do 
what I am doing but even greater things 
because I am going to the Father.” 

Greater works than Jesus? How? Jesus says, 
“because I’m going to the Father and I’m in 
you,” and then goes on to teach about the 
vine and branches (chapter 15), instructing 
us to stay connected. Connectivity is the 
key. Connectivity to Jesus and to others. 
I believe this connectivity to Jesus and to 
each other is how we’ll emerge from the 
pandemic, the denominational turmoil and 
anything that follows. 

I intend to use our extra time before General 
Conference to strengthen our connection 
with God and each other. Connectivity 
between churches, colleagues, friends and 
the mission field. If we all focus on Jesus 
Christ and on our mission fields, we can 
become outwardly focused and spiritually 
centered Christ followers. I don’t know the 
shape of the future. I want to know, but I’m 
reminded by Jesus to trust in Him through 
the unknown.

In Christ,

Bishop Farr, Missouri Conference
of The United Methodist Church
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E very Thursday cars fill the parking lot of Zion 
UMC on the south side of St. Louis. On Tuesdays, 

cars line up down the street from New Covenant 
UMC. People are there for the same reason: to receive 
free food. 

The food distribution is coordinated by Nourish 
Community, an organization that was originally part 
of the Missouri summer food program for school 
children. It adapted in May of 2020 to meet broader 
nutritional needs during the pandemic year-round. 

The United Methodist churches are two of the 13 
food distribution sites that Nourish Community has 
established. 

“The need is ever-increasing,” Nourish Community 
Organizer Stacey Pugh said. “We also try to provide 
people with PPE (personal protective equipment like 
masks and hand sanitizer), but we never have enough.” 
Rev. Elsie Lisbeth Quintanilla-Perez is the pastor 

Zion & New CovenaNt 
Provide Nourishment 
to Those in Need
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of the two churches. 
With congregations 
that are largely made 
up of retired people, 
she did not see a large 
increase in need among 
her church members 
due to the pandemic. 

That was not the case 
with her husband, Rev. 
Jose Marino Chacon 
Mayorga, who is 
pastor of the Spanish-
language church, La 
Trinidad. 

“We have a lot of 
people who work in 
restaurants, at hotels or 
clean houses, and many 

of those jobs were shut down during the pandemic,” 
Marino said. 

Marino said previously much of the congregation has 
had difficulty relating to each other. They share the 
Spanish language, but they have different cultures 
because they are from various places in Mexico, Latin 
America and South America. But during the economic 
downturn, those differences fell away. 

“At that moment, the church united as a family,” 
Marino said. “They started really looking out for each 
other and checking in with each other, regardless of 
where they were from.”

Employment has improved some for people at La 
Trinidad, but economic recovery for the city has a long 
way to go. 

Quintanilla-Perez and Marino are both personally 
hands-on with the food distribution, preparing at the 
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“At That 
moment, the 

church united 
as a family. They 
started really 

looking out 
for each other 
and checking in 
with each other, 

regardless of 
where they 
were from.”

Rev. Jose marino Chacon mayorga
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churches well in advance. 
Other volunteers start 
arriving just after 3 p.m. The 
first cars in line have already 
been there for an hour. 

On February 25, the couple 
started loading cars promptly 
at 4 p.m., as they do each 
week. They are hustling, 
with Marino moving at a run 
much of the time, carrying 
three boxes or two bags of 
food.

“It’s a lot of work, but it’s a 
blessing for many people,” 
Marino said.

Quintanilla-Perez works with 
volunteers preparing bags of 
food. They are organized and 
very efficient in their process, 
but the line never gets shorter. 
Cars keep arriving faster than 
they are leaving. 

Within a few minutes, 100 
meals are gone. Within 30 
minutes all 300 food boxes 
have been distributed. Cars 
are still in line. 

“When we run out of the 
food boxes from Nourish, we 
put together food bags from 
our food pantry here at Zion,” Quintanilla-Perez said. 

Janet Jackson is working with Quintanilla-Perez. She 
has been attending Zion for 17 years. 

“When we moved here from the city, we were looking 
for a church, and we were welcome here by this man 
named Joe who was the nicest, most welcoming person 
you ever met,” she said. “He was so welcoming that 
we’re still here.”

They were joined by Julie Bagsby. Bagsby lives nearby, 
and when she heard the church was doing food 
distributions she came to volunteer. She is there every 
Thursday now and has been coming back on Sundays. 

“I used to be a Methodist, then I became a Catholic, 
but I’ve started attending here now,” she said.

Volunteers also come from Concord Trinity, The 
Connexion and The Gathering United Methodist 
churches. The National Guard sends a few troops to 
help with each food distribution as well. 

Each family gets a box with five lunches, a gallon of 
milk and fresh fruit. The meal kit is put together to 
feed a child for seven days, and the amount of food 
someone receives is based on the number of people in 
the family. There is no eligibility requirement or proof 
of income or address. 
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O n Saturday, February 27, 16 churches and 
over 100 students and leaders gathered 
virtually for LEAP, a one-day youth 

conference. Seven speakers shared on the Fruits of 
the Spirit and offered relevant, actionable messages 
on bearing those fruits in everyday life. 

The recordings of both the morning and afternoon 
LEAP sessions are available at www.nextgenumc.
org for use in your local church. Each speaker talk 
has a set of accompanying discussion questions 
for small groups. In the coming weeks we plan to 
release this LEAP content for easy use as a small 
group or devotional series. Keep an eye out at www.
nextgenumc.org or subscribe to our newsletter to be 
notified of when they’re available.

LOVE
ALEJANDRA SALEMI, MASTERS OF DIVINITY 
STUDENT AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY
Alejandra invited us to consider what actions we 
take to bear the fruit of love. These acts don’t have 
to be grandiose and shouldn’t be performative. We 
aren’t trying to win God’s love. Alejandra reminded 
us that we’re already loved by God and thus capable 
of showing and giving love, both to others and to 
ourselves. We can’t pour from an empty cup, so 
Alejandra asserts that loving ourselves is the start 
of how we can love our communities. Ask yourself: 
Where do others see love in your actions?
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JOY
REV. ANGEL RIVERO, PASTOR OF MARINA UMC 
IN MONTEREY BAY, CALIFORNIA
Allowing the Holy Spirit into your heart creates an 
environment of joy. Angel reminded us that there’s a 
difference between joy and happiness: While happiness 
is a temporary emotion, joy is a state of mind. It allows 
room for us to wrestle with the emotions we feel. Angel 
says with joy in our hearts we can move into the world’s 
hurts and injustices. When we choose joy, we’re able to 
live like Jesus, who is our joy to the world. Ask yourself: 
How can joy transform the world?

PEACE
JANJAY INNIS, DIRECTOR OF FAITH 
FORMATION AT ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA
Janjay describes the turmoil of our society as a rough 
river. In all of this, she is reminded that peace isn’t 
just a sigh of relief; it’s equally the assurance that no 
matter the intense the waters, God is with us. Peace 
isn’t the absence of trouble but the knowledge that it 
can be transformed because God is in the midst of it all. 
Knowing this, we can overcome it. Janjay reminds us 
that we can find peace in God’s promises. Ask yourself: In 
the raging river of life, how can we trust God and find peace 
knowing that God will carry us to safety?

PATIENCE
REV. CRAIG STEVENSON, UMC DEACON AND 
LOBBYIST WITH KIDS WIN MISSOURI
Craig points us to a story in Mark and reminds us that if 
the disciples couldn’t be patient, then we know it’s only 
through the Holy Spirit that we can live into this fruit. 
Patience is a practice. We can exercise this muscle and 
lean into this discipline by meditating and being quietly 
in prayer. In our fast-paced world, we can put down our 
phones and make ourselves wait a little. Through times 
of hurt and disappointment, we can practice patience 
knowing that God has a plan. Ask yourself: What life 
experiences have taught you patience?

GENEROSITY
REV. JEFFREY WILLIAMS, PASTOR OF ST. 
ANDREW UMC IN KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
Generosity requires us to deny ourselves and forego our 
impulses so that we can give to others. When we know 
how generous God is with us, we are grateful for the 
blessings God provides and can be generous with them. 

When we’re grateful for God’s grace, we overcome 
the need to gratify our impulses. Only then we can be 
generous with God’s blessings. Jeffrey reminds us that 
God has created enough to go around. We are called 
to be generous with others. Ask yourself: What does being 
generous mean to you?

FAITHFULNESS
REV. JEANELLE ABLOLA, PASTOR OF PINE UMC 
IN SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
To illustrate faithfulness, Jeanelle shares their faith 
journey and the steps of faithfulness they took along 
the way. They offer the ways that faith and justice have 
met as part of their story as a second-generation Filipino 
American. Jeanelle reminds us that as people of faith, 
we must stand in solidarity and have faith that there is 
good in every person. They share the ways God has been 
faithful to them and calls us to remember how God is 
faithful to us and unrelenting in love, even when we 
doubt. Ask yourself: What do you think your next step is in 
faithfulness?

GENTLENESS
REV. KIM MONTENEGRO, PASTOR OF FAIR 
OAKS UMC IN FAIR OAKS, CALIFORNIA
Kim reminds us that the list of the fruits begins with 
love and ends with self-control. Because of this, love 
sets the tone for all that we do as people of faith. Thus, 
gentleness means being the calm and peace in a chaotic 
atmosphere. It means binding and healing instead of 
creating division. Gentleness is both about who we are 
in community and how we treat ourselves. Ask yourself: 
What’s one way you can be more gentle to yourself?
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I n this season of digital events, it’s easy to forget the 
other viewers when we aren’t gathered together in a 

crowded room. Further, we often don’t think about the 
impact an event might have on its community. 

Youth groups across Missouri were challenged to 
complete a service project as part of LEAP 2021. 
Sixteen churches participated in the virtual one-day 
conference, and many rose to the mission-minded 
challenge.

The youth at Broadway UMC in Plattsburg partnered 
with Sacks to Mats, an existing church project that 
transforms plastic grocery bags into mats for homeless 
neighbors. Several churches chose creating fleece tie 
blankets as their service activity.

Blankets were donated to a variety of nonprofits across 
the state: Local women’s shelters, Baby Grace, Festival 
of Sharing, a children’s home and a local police 
department.

Elsberry UMC hosted a to-go lunch of soup and 
sandwiches to raise money for the Bright Futures 
program at the local school. Their efforts raised $900!

Gathered together – virtually or in-person – Missouri 
United Methodists continue to make an impact on 
their communities during this difficult time.

Tangible Fruit
Virtual event has local impact.

BY LAUREN MIERS
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Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology

WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY BY HAL KNIGHT

In Luke 24 we read the story of the two disciples 
on the Emmaus Road sadly discussing the death 

of Jesus and the unbelievable report that he was 
alive. They did not recognize the risen Jesus 
when he joined them along the way and began 
to interpret the scriptures. It was only when they 
had stopped for the night, when Jesus “took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them” (Luke 
24:30) that they recognized who he was. 

This Easter story was the inspiration for a hymn 
by Charles Wesley, #613 in the United Methodist 
Hymnal:

O Thou who this mysterious bread 
didst in Emmaus break,
return, here with our souls to feed,
and to thy followers speak.

Just as Jesus came to the two on the Emmaus 
Road, Jesus can also come to us because Jesus is 
alive. While not visible and audible in the way he 
was then, Jesus nonetheless is present at the Lord’s 
Supper and speaks to us through the proclamation 
of scripture. 

Unseal the volume of thy grace,
apply the gospel word;
open our eyes to see thy face,
our hearts to know the Lord.

The “volume of thy grace” is scripture. The prayer 
is for Jesus to unseal it, that is, enable us to 
understand it and apply it to our lives. But this is 
not only about gaining information. Through this 
book, with eyes of faith, we “see” Jesus; we come 
to know him in the same sense as we come to 
know another person.

Of thee communing still,
we mourn till thou the veil 
remove;
talk with us, and our 
hearts shall burn 
with flames of fervent love.

Jesus still comes to the 
communion table just as he 
did then. What we desire 
is for God to remove the 
veil that keeps us from 
recognizing his presence by giving us faith to 
know his presence as we partake of the meal. At 
the Lord’s Supper we commune with Jesus and 
with one another.

After Jesus vanished from their sight, the two 
disciples recalled “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he was talking to us on the road, 
while he was opening the scriptures to us?” (Luke 
24:32). Charles asks that the same be true for 
us — for Jesus to talk with us and set our hearts 
aflame with love.

It is because the crucified Jesus is alive, and can 
be present to us now, that Charles can offer this 
hymn as a prayer. His conclusion is not only 
appropriate to the hymn, but is a summation of 
the heart of the good news:

Enkindle now the heavenly zeal,
and make thy mercy known,
and give our pardoned souls to feel
that God and love are one.
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T he Stations of the Cross is a spiritual practice that 
facilitates a way for people to move from place 

to place, reading the scripture relating to Jesus’s days 
leading up to the crucifixion, and prayerfully reflect on 
his experience. But as with all scripture, it can also be a 
time to apply those words written 2,000 years ago to the 
experiences of the world we live in today. 

Rev. Erika Gravely of Asbury United Methodist 
Church in Springfield had seen Lutheran pastor Rev. 
Nadia Bolz-Weber do this using news photos from 
the aftermath of the earthquake in Haiti and found 
it inspirational. Gravely considered how something 
similar could be localized in any context and developed 
a Stations of the Cross around events in Springfield that 
could be used as a Bible study. 

This year she’s sharing her Springfield version of Stations 
of the Cross with the community. 

“This isn’t just for Asbury or just for United Methodists,” 
she said. “It will be there as long as the signs stay up.”

She has put up cards at eight stations around Springfield, 
and each card has a scannable QR code that links to a 
webpage with the scripture, an audio file that puts the 
location in context with the scripture, “Digging Deeper” 
discussion questions, a link to more information about 
what happened or is happening at the location of the 
station, a prayer, a question to ponder on the journey to 
the next station, and a map to the next station. Some 
of the modern events are from 100 years ago, and some 
are relating to events within the past year, or that are 
on-going. 

Traditionally there are 14 Stations of the Cross that 
draw on scriptures from each of the four gospels. 
Gravely’s version is eight stations, with all of the 
scriptures coming from the 18th and 19th chapters of 
the Gospel of John. It begins with Jesus and the disciples 
in the garden and Jesus’s time of separation. The station 
is located in Silver Springs Park, one of 10 historic parks 
in Springfield, and the only park that was open to people 
of color during segregation. 

The second station is located at the police station. 
The scripture deals with Jesus’s arrest. The website for 
the station links to the page with the current inmate 
population of the Greene County jail with their photos, 
and the reflection called on people on the stations’ 
journey to reflect upon being arrested, ideas of guilt 

and imprisonment, 
and what the police 
are confronted with in 
doing their jobs.

It included a link to 
a news story about a 
Springfield officer who 
was severely injured 
last year when he was 
intentionally rammed 
with a car at the 
police station. Other 
stations relate to issues that include drug abuse, domestic 
violence, racial violence and homelessness.

The sites could be done once a week, as a Bible-study 
experience, or all at once, as a more immersive Stations 
of the Cross experience. 

In the midst of the heavy issues the stations address, a 
hidden station is a sign that says “You are beautiful.” It’s 
based around the story of Veronica wiping Jesus’s face, a 
Christian legend that isn’t scriptural. 

“The sign is intended to be spiritually refreshing, a 
reminder that God appreciates you doing this. You are 
loved and you can make a difference,” Gravely said. 

Although the experience was designed pre-COVID, it 
is COVID-proof: It is outdoors can be done in complete 
isolation at any time. People who don’t have smartphones 
can print off the station guides from the church’s website 
or pick up a printed guide at the church. Gravely sent 
press releases in early March in hopes that people would 
make it part of their Lenten or Holy Week spiritual 
practices. 

“We can tend to rush from Palm Sunday to Easter, 
without a physical awareness of what Jesus went through 
and how he handled it with grace and dignity,” Gravely 
said. 

Gravely believes a similar Stations of the Cross could be 
adapted at any church, in any setting. 

“You could do it as a bike tour, or have stations out in 
the woods, or at different churches … there are limitless 
possibilities,” she said. 
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tips For tips For 
Earth day Earth day 
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Earth Day is April 22, 2021. The United 
Methodist Creation Justice Movement is 
providing these tips as a tool to equip church 

members, families, and individuals to respond to 
God’s call to care for creation and do justice with 
our neighbors. For more about the UM Creation 
Justice Movement, go to umcreationjustice.org.

Learn about water. Through the waters of 
baptism, we are reminded of God’s renewing 
grace and gift of water that literally keeps us alive. 
Working to keep water safe, clean and available to 
all is a sacred trust. March 22, 2021, was World 
Water Day (worldwaterday.org). At home visit 
watercalculator.org, or to learn more, browse 
“ocean conservation organizations.”

Switch from paper towels to washable, 
reusable cloth ones. Doing so, you save trees, 
which are one of God’s natural systems for 
cleaning the planet, and you avoid adding to 
landfills, which not only contribute to global 
warming but also to environmental injustice 
because they degrade the lives of people who are 
stuck living near them.

Stop wearing plastic. Are you surprised? Did 
you know that synthetic fibers from clothing are 
a significant contributor to microplastic pollution, 
especially in waterways and the oceans? Go back to 
nature — wool, cotton, silk, and even bamboo and 
hemp. Remember plastic doesn’t go away.

Shop organic. Research has proven pesticides 
and other chemicals used in industrial farming are 
not good for us or the planet. In contrast, organic 
farmers don’t pollute the air or groundwater. They 
protect pollinators and livestock, and they are 
making inroads toward changing farming practices 
for the better. When you buy from them, you 
support them and the earth that feeds us.

Start a garden inside. If you can, involve children 
or grands in the endeavor, planting seeds in cups 
or pots. Copy and place the verse 1 Corinthians 
3:6 by the pots. As you talk and work together, 
you will be growing not only food and flowers, 

but also a new generation that loves nature and 
wants to care for it — because you do! If need be, 
make showing your far-away young gardeners the 
progress of the plants a part of a weekly Zoom. 

Work for justice. With COVID-19 and other life 
circumstances, we cannot always do all that we see 
is needed for creation justice. However, nonprofit 
organizations are still at work. Are you concerned 
about environmental justice, the need for trees, care 
for oceans, safe habitats for endangered species? 
Browse the Internet for groups that have boots on 
the ground. Donate so they can succeed in caring 
for God’s planet and people.

Recycle. If you live in an apartment or condo 
complex, do they have recycling service? Are they 
planting trees? Or switching to LED lights? If not, 
advocate for God’s creation. Gather a Green Team 
of residents who care, educate the other residents  
and lobby for change. 

Drive less. The No. 1 contributor to climate 
change is the drastic increase in the last 70 years 
in greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide and methane) 
from the burning of fossil fuels (coal, oil, gas) for 
electricity, heat and transportation. Drive less 
AND advocate for new laws at local, state and 
federal levels that shift us to renewable energy 
sources.

Start small. Feeling overwhelmed by all that 
needs to be done to protect the planet and its 
people? Imagine a huge bowl of something you’d 
like to eat. You take a bite and then another bite 
— but not the whole thing at once. Choose one 
action you can do and do it. Don’t stop there. Take 
on another “bite” and then another. Invite others to 
join you. You are making a difference. 

For more information about the 
UM Creation Justice Movement, 
visit www.umcreationjustice.org
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M artin Leathers takes the phrase “skin in the 
game” literally. The Gathering Students Pastor 

said for $10,000 he would shave the beard he had been 
growing for three years.

Every fall since 2018, The Gathering Students youth 
group has aimed to raise $10,000-$12,000 to provide 
a well to a community in Mozambique. They’ve 
come close in years past but never raised more than 
$7,000. In fall 2020, the most unlikely of years, 
they met their goal, raising $10,700 for the 
Mozambique Initiative in just four short 
months. Leathers had committed to 
shaving his beard only if they hit the 
mark, so in early February he did, sharing 
the process with the group via YouTube 
video.

The students’ efforts are less a story of the 
power of wacky incentives and more a testament to 
the creativity and ingenuity of youth on a mission.

“It’s a really cool testimony to the ways that the Spirit 
can inspire people and when that happens the creative 
ways it gets lived out,” Leathers says.

Students at The Gathering offered what they had 
to hit the $10,000 goal. For some that was skipping 

a Frappuccino and donating the $5 instead. Other 
students put their unique skills to work and started 
businesses on Instagram to raise money for the cause.

Sadie Moore, a 17-year-old high school junior, started 
a card business, Smoore Designs, on Instagram. She 
sold hand-drawn cards for $5 each and donated $1 
per card to the Mozambique fund. The cards had 
Thanksgiving and Christmas themes, but the business 

went so well she decided to continue creating 
cards and offered Valentine’s Day designs. 

“Whenever someone started their own 
business or came up with their own way 
to raise money for the well, Martin would 
lift it up during Core Group,” Moore says. 

“He kept encouraging us and gave us a 
whole list of creative things we could do to 

reach the goal.”

The creativity of her peers inspired tenth-grader 
Amelia Alonzo to start a face mask business on 
Instagram to help meet the $10,000 goal. Before 
deciding to sell masks, Alonzo didn’t know much 
about sewing. Her grandmother taught her how and 
helped her to produce masks. Alonzo says the masks 
both impacted people in her community by helping 
prevent COVID-19, and the funds created change in 

The Gathering
Provide Fresh Water Well 
to Mozambique

Students
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Mozambique. At the end of the fall her efforts had 
raised over $600 for the fresh water well. 

“Students have a lot of creative ideas, so I think that 
they can pull something off to make it possible to raise 
money,” Alonzo says.

Another fundraising idea came from a pair of high 
school seniors. They approached Leathers about 
hosting a holiday drive-in movie in the church parking 
lot. The Gathering handled the inflatable screen 
rental and movie licensing for two screenings, Elf and 
The Grinch. Students invited family and friends and 
served popcorn and hot chocolate. Leathers says they 
had attendees that had no relation to the church and 
were just excited for the drive-in movie. 

Through their collective creativity and persistence, 
students at The Gathering did what many find 

surprising. The power of students who get behind a 
cause is often underestimated. 

Leathers says it’s easier to think it’s impossible 
for youth to raise money than it is to lean into the 
potential. If they care about where the money is going, 
teenagers are willing to offer what they have.

Moore says that Leathers got personal and invited 
students with skills to imagine a unique way they 
could help the group reach the goal. He put his 
beard on the line, made it fun and provided concrete 
examples of small things every student ministry 
member could do to contribute.

“In my experience with teenagers, they’re generous, 
selfless and more attuned to making a difference in the 
world than I have been in a long time,” Leathers says. 
“Come meet some of my students, and I’ll tell you 
what creativity and generosity looks like.”

“Come meet some of my 

students, and I’ll tell you 

what creativity and 

generosity looks like.” 
Martin Leathers
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Susan Brandes at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Susan Brandes at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App
The magazine is available via a free app on iPads or 
iPhones. Search the iTunes library for The Missouri 
Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like 
to share about the magazine, or if you want to connect 
Fred Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with 
a talented writer, photographer or videographer in your 
congregation, e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.
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LAITY VOICES

Lord, how many are my foes! How many rise up against me!
Many are saying of me, “God will not deliver him.”
But you, Lord, are a shield around me, my glory, the One who lifts my head high.
I call out to the Lord, and he answers me from his holy mountain.
I lie down and sleep; I wake again, because the Lord sustains me.
I will not fear though tens of thousands assail me on every side.
Arise, Lord! Deliver me, my God! Strike all my enemies on the jaw; 
break the teeth of the wicked.
From the Lord comes deliverance. May your blessing be on your people.

D uring Lent this year, my small group has been studying the Psalms. We’ve 
had wonderful conversations, reflecting on the stories behind the Psalms and 

imagining both what the author was experiencing and how Jesus and the disciples 
might have understood these poems and songs. But one in particular stands out to me 
this time. It’s Psalm 3. 

The heading at the top of the poem tells us that this Psalm was written when King 
David was fleeing from his son Absalom. In the story, Absalom works to gain the 
Israelites’ favor in an attempt to overthrow his father and become king. David flees 
Jerusalem with those who are still loyal to him. When the time for the battle becomes 
imminent, David is advised to stay back and to allow his troops to go to war without 
him. It says that he stands by the city gate while all his men marched out in units of 
hundreds and thousands. And then he waits. And this is the Psalm written during 
that time (from the NIV):

David is looking for deliverance, for sustenance, and what does he do? He prays for 
God’s help and then he takes a nap. He expects that when he wakes up, all will be well.

Admittedly, this is not how I usually pray. I usually ask God to give me strength 
and wisdom and ability to solve the problem on my own. I expect that I will step 
into the battle, and I will win, with God’s help. Sometimes this is true. But, what if 
sometimes God is perfectly prepared the win the battle on my behalf, without any 
efforts on my part? Maybe all I need to do is ask and then rest. It reminds me of the 
part of the Wesleyan Covenant Prayer where Wesley prays, “…may I be used by you, 
may I be laid aside for you … ”

Perhaps this last year has been a chance to rest in preparation for something I cannot 
see. Perhaps this Lent has been a chance to remember to whom the battle belongs. 

These days, I have a new mindfulness practice. I’m stopping to ask the Lord, “Is this 
my battle or yours?” and then, when it’s not for me to fight, to practice trusting God 
enough to find rest while I wait.

Deliverance & Sustenance

Perhaps this last 
year has been a 
chance to rest in 
preparation for 

something 
I cannot see. 

Perhaps 
this Lent has 
been a chance 
to remember 
to whom the 

battle belongs.

BY JILL WONDELL

Jill Wondell, Associate 
Lay Leader for the 

Missouri Conference
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T
ax Day is quickly approaching. Whether 
you’re preparing your own taxes using 
software like TurboTax or are working 
with a tax preparer, most clergy know 
that the special rules and exemptions for 

pastors aren’t always clear. Keep these personal income 
tax tips in mind when you’re preparing to file your 
2020 return. 

1 — You are considered self-employed ONLY for 
social security and Medicare contribution purposes.
To fund social security and Medicare, taxpayers pay 
either SECA (Self-Employment Contributions Act) or 
FICA (Federal Insurance Contributions Act). Clergy 
don’t pay FICA and should not have it withheld. This 
means on the W-2 you receive from your local church, 
boxes three, four, five and six should be blank or be 
filled with 0’s. 

Clergy are considered self-employed only for social 
security and Medicare contribution purposes and, thus, 
pay SECA at tax time.

2 — You don’t get a 1099 form from your church.
An employer issues a 1099 form to an independent 
contractor to show the amounts paid during the 
previous year. For tax purposes, you are employed by 
your local church. Because you are an employee of 
the local church, you should not receive a 1099 form. 
Instead, you should receive a W-2.

3 — Know your housing-related exemptions.
Clergy can exempt from gross income any 
compensation, either in-kind or cash, that they use 
for housing, including the value of a parsonage and 
cash received and used for rent, mortgage payments, 
utilities, furnishings and other home-related expenses. 

FIVE 
QUICK 
TIPS FOR 
CLERGY TAXES
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That’s a lot to digest. Let’s 
break it down.

Housing income can 
take a variety of forms. 
It could be in-kind in 
the form of a parsonage 
and furniture in a 
parsonage. It could be 
cash in the form of a 
housing allowance that 
the church pays to you. 
It might be amounts the 
church has paid on your 
behalf, such as amounts 
paid or allowances 
given for utilities or for 
furnishings. 

Those other home-related 
expenses form a broad 
category, including items 
such as lawn care, snow 
removal, carpeting, 
painting and renovations, 
small and large 
appliances, and more. 

With all this in mind, 
know that the total 
amount of housing 
exemption is limited to 
these three factors: 
• The amount set by the 

congregation in a charge conference.
• The fair rental value of the pastor’s fully furnished 

home with utilities paid in your locale.
• The amount the pastor can substantiate with receipts. 

Housing is excluded from income for purposes of 
income tax, but you must pay self-employment 
contributions. While this stings, it isn’t as bad 
as having to pay both income tax on top of self-
employment contributions. 

4 — Adopt an accountable reimbursement policy.
In the past, professional expenses were deductible. 
Today it’s advised that your church adopt an 
accountable reimbursement policy at charge conference. 
This won’t help you with the taxes due April 15, 2021, 
but it will make things more clear for future years.

An accountable 
reimbursement 
policy allows 
the church to 
set a budget for 
what you spend 
on incurred 
business 
expenses on the 
church’s behalf. 
For example, 
if you went 
and bought a 
new desk chair, you would submit the receipt and a 
statement of business purpose to the church. Then, the 
church would reimburse you out of this set budget. The 
chair is the church’s property.

Because you’re accounting to the local church instead 
of the IRS for these expenses, your reimbursements 
aren’t considered income and, therefore, aren’t taxed or 
subject to self-employment contributions. 

5 — Log and track mileage with the new 2021 rate. 
Because of the accountable reimbursement policy 
mentioned in No. 4, mileage driven solely for “business 
purposes” can be reimbursed by the local church at a 
rate set each year by the IRS. The 2021 rate for mileage 
reimbursements is $.56/mile driven. You must keep a 
log with start odometer reading, end odometer reading, 
where you drove and for what business purpose. With 
that log, the church can reimburse you for those miles 
driven. However, beware of “commuting miles.” They 
are not reimbursable by IRS regulation. 

Any mile you drive from your home to the church 
(or to the first church on a multi-point charge) is a 
commute, even if it’s a really long drive. There is a 
“home office” exception to this rule, but a home office 
must be established solely for the benefit of the church, 
NOT the pastor’s convenience (or to make miles 
reimbursable). 

You likely still have questions. 
Check out Rev. Nate Berneking’s hour-long 
presentation on clergy taxes at www.moumethodist.
org/clergytaxes. If you have further questions, contact 
Nate at nberneking@moumethodist.org. Additionally, 
you can find resources related to taxes as well as a 
sample accountable reimbursement policy at www.
nateberneking.com/chapter-4.

Questions?
Check out Rev. Nate Berneking’s 
hour-long presentation on clergy 
taxes at www.moumethodist.
org/clergytaxes.
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A fter COVID-19 took hold, the Florida Conference 
formed a clergy care team, recognizing that doing 

ministry during a pandemic would be a nerve-wracking 
challenge.

The team decided to provide $1,000 grants to pastors who 
wanted to invest in something that would help sustain 
them. A clergy couple bought kayaks. Other pastors went 
on spiritual retreats.

The Rev. Heather Harding asked for and was given 
money to buy a new Trek hybrid bicycle. Now, when 
things get a little much, she goes for a spin.

“It’s kind of a mind, body, spirit thing,” said Harding, 
pastor of Tuskawilla United Methodist Church in the 
Orlando suburb of Casselberry. “I feel good because I’m 
moving, getting exercise — and getting away from the 
computer and phone.”

Being a pastor, Harding often manages to slip a little 
ministry into her cycling breaks. “Sometimes I’ll do 
a prayer ride through the neighborhoods around the 
church, praying for the people,” she said.

This month marks the first anniversary of churches 
having to close their doors because of the pandemic, 
and for pastors it has been a yearlong stress test, full of 
disruption and improvisation.

Though clergy care is hardly a new idea, the pandemic 
has prompted many pastors to get more serious — and 
creative — about taking care of themselves. Meanwhile, 
annual conferences have upped their support game.

“We’re trying to keep them from burning out — to help 
clergy find ways to renew their spirits and stay renewed,” 
said the Rev. Sidney Tompkins, who chairs the Florida 
Conference’s clergy care team.

Sometimes it’s a matter of affirming that pastors need 
time off and outside pursuits.

The Michigan Conference recently held a clergy renewal 
webinar led by Bishop David Bard, and it featured pastors 
talking about and demonstrating hobbies that helped 
them keep going this past year.

One was the Rev. Chad Parmalee, who leads Chapel Hill 
United Methodist in Battle Creek, Michigan. He began 

knitting five years ago, inspired by a group of women at 
the church, and during the pandemic has picked up the 
pace. He said by phone that knitting, which he tends to 
do while watching a ballgame on TV, not only relaxes 
him but gives him a way to bless others.

Of the many items he’s made — everything from scarves 
to prayer shawls — he’s kept just one.

“As many pastors are, I’m a servant at heart,” Parmalee 
said. “I’m often praying for the recipient of whatever gift it 
is I’m creating, and that’s also soothing.”

A year ago, during Lent and with Easter looming, 
churches scrambled to go online because the spreading 
coronavirus severely restricted public gatherings.

The time since has meant lots of on-the-fly decision-
making, including about whether and how to resume 
meeting in person. Other aspects of ministry, such as 
pastoral care and church finances, have been disrupted 
as well. The Duke Clergy Health Initiative did in-depth 
interviews with 25 United Methodist pastors in North 
Carolina, asking how they were adapting to the public 
health crisis.

“Many pastors reported feeling a whole lot busier because 
they were having to rethink everything about how they 
did their jobs,” said David Eagle, principal investigator for 
the project.

The Rev. Aaron Brown’s stress included dealing with 
a staff member’s death from COVID-19. Financial 
pressures on his church, Saint Paul’s United Methodist in 
Joplin, Missouri, were a lesser concern, but real enough.

The church managed to avoid layoffs, but the prospect 
weighed on Brown.

“That’s not our mission, to keep people employed. But 
they are people, and we want to take care of them,” 
he said. The Rev. Lancelot Mukundu, who chairs the 
United Methodist-supported Nyadire Mission station 
in Zimbabwe, came down with COVID-19 himself in 
January, requiring two weeks of hospitalization.

“My ministry has been heavily disturbed by my sickness 
and as a mission we have missed several development 
targets,” he said.

Clergy Care a Priority in Pandemic Year
BY SAM HODGES
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The Rev. Bart Hildreth, pastor of First United Methodist 
Church, in St. Charles, Missouri, saw the number of 
deaths in his congregation double last year — in part 
because of COVID-19. He hasn’t been able to do regular 
hospital visits because of safety restrictions, and he has a 
funeral scheduled for Good Friday that’s been on hold for 
a year.

“I’m in my 41st year of ministry, and there’s nothing that 
would have scripted this for any of us,” Hildreth said 
of the pandemic. “We’re all kind of working our way 
through a glass darkly.”

Hildreth has a passion for travel, and that’s been curtailed 
this year. But he’s made a point of spending time at his 
farm.

Brown has kept up his exercise regimen. He’s met 
regularly with his professional coach and spiritual 
director, and he’s relied even more than usual on the 
company and counsel of his wife. 

“It takes a village to raise an Aaron,” he said with a laugh.

As the pandemic has gone on, the Missouri Conference 
has offered pre-recorded Sabbath Sunday sermons — 
including one by Bishop Bob Farr — for churches to plug 
into online services, so pastors can have time off.

The conference also has had online worship services just 
for pastors, giving them a chance to grieve the losses 
they’ve felt this year, said the Rev. Kim Jenne, director of 
connectional ministries.

The pandemic prompted the North Carolina Conference 
to create a three-session program led by the Rev. Lisa 
Yebuah and called “Manna: Soul Tending Space for 
Pastors.” The conference also partnered with Davidson 
College to offer a webinar and journaling workshop 
on resilience, said Leah Wiebe-Smith, director of the 
conference’s Center for Leadership Excellence.

The Holston Conference recently held its annual 
Ministers Convocation on the theme of clergy sabbath. 
Pastors were asked to participate in the webinar and 
follow up by taking a sabbath day every week of Lent, 
with the promise of getting continuing education credit.

The convocation organizers had come to the Rev. Kathy 
Heustess, director of the Holston Center for Wellbeing, 
and asked what pastors needed now. “Rest,” she said.

Heustess spends weekdays counseling pastors, many of 
them worn down by the pandemic.

“My schedule is jam-packed,” she said. 

The Greater New Jersey Conference recorded worship 
services with sermons by Bishop John School to give 
pastors renewal time in January, and the Rev. Ginny 
Samuel Cetuk has been going district by district, leading 
seminars titled “The Landscape of Loss: COVID-19 and 
Its Challenges to Clergy Wellbeing.”

Cetuk, a retired local church pastor and former associate 
dean at Drew Theological School, encourages pastors to 
get professional help as needed.

“God gives us therapists because we need them,” she said.

The same might be said for clergy groups.

Soon after the pandemic hit, the Rev. Cyndi Stouffer, 
pastor of the United Methodist Church at New 
Brunswick, started a weekly online devotional for herself 
and some Greater New Jersey Conference colleagues.

“It kind of hit me. I thought, ‘I’m really going to be 
drained if I don’t have something that pours back into 
me,’” Stouffer said.

Nearly a year later, the pastors are still meeting every 
Wednesday at 8 a.m., for 20 minutes. Sometimes just a 
handful tune in. But they have helped Stouffer when she 
has hit a wall in ministry during this pandemic year.

“They’re the people I call on when I’m struggling,” she 
said. “They’re the ones who know the exact right prayer or 
poem.”

Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist News. 
Annette Spence and Kudzai Chingwe contributed. Contact 
Hodges at 615-742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org. To read 
more United Methodist news, subscribe to the free Daily or 
Weekly Digests. 
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T here are three basics to church fundraising: vision, 
relationship and communication. In this season of 

renewal and rebirth, let’s focus on VISION. At its core, 
fundraising starts with vision.

Ask church leaders about their most successful ministry 
programs, and you’ll find that very few, if any, started 
out with, “We have all this money. What should we do 
with it?” The most successful ministries in a church start 
with “We are excited about a great idea. Let’s tell people 
about it.” That is the essence of a vision that can create 
something out of nothing and turn impossibility into 
reality.

The Bigger The Challenge The Greater The Vision
Let’s be honest, it’s pretty easy to communicate a vision 
for the benevolence fund. After all, who doesn’t want 
to put shoes on a child or food on the table for folks 
in need? But how do you cultivate passion around 
something big and boring — like paving the parking 
lot? 

This kind of challenge calls for a creative imagination 
– and some practical faith. If your parking lot has 
potholes, try this little exercise: Take yourself out into 
the parking lot. Sit there and pray. Walk the parking 
lot and pray. Listen for God to speak. Do this until you 
can visualize the people who currently come and park in 
those spots not only on Sunday but also throughout the 
week. What are their stories? Why are they there? Who 
needs to hear these stories? Now, think about the empty 
parking spots. Who do you hope will pull into one of 
those parking spots? What are their stories? Who needs 
to hear their stories?

In this example, the parking lot represents the first spot 
people put their feet as they take steps into the life of 
your church. The vision is no longer about asphalt and 

yellow lines, 
it’s about real 
lives who need 
to know about 
Jesus. Let this 
insight spark 
and then fuel 
your vision. 
Share that 
vision. Be 
passionate 
about it. See 
what resources 
follow your 
vision now! 

The big 
question is 
not “Where 
is the money 
going to come 
from?” Rather, 
we need to 
ask “What is 
the vision that 
serves God’s 
purposes in this 
place today?” 

Laura Murphy 
is the statewide 
Director 
of Development for the Missouri United Methodist 
Foundation. Check out her blog and learn more about 
Foundation services at www.mumf.org. If you would like to 
visit about stewardship in your church or schedule a meeting 
with your leadership team, drop Laura a line at lmurphy@
mumf.org. 

“Year-round Legacy Giving”
Your church is a great place 

to leave a lasting legacy 
that will shape lives and 

future generations. 

Starting in July, join a 
Foundation monthly 

learning cohort to bring a 
vision for legacy giving into 

your congregation. 

For more information, 
contact Laura Murphy 
at lmurphy@mumf.org.

Need Money For Ministry? 
Start With A Vision.

BY REV. LAURA MURPHY

BY LAURA MURPHY
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I had arrived on a good day. Betty 
was awake in her recliner and 
smiled at me as I entered her room. 

Her baby doll was resting in her arms 
and every so often, she would pat it 
absently. I squatted down awkwardly 
by the recliner and talked to her about 
taking care of her baby, commenting 
on how attentive she was to her baby. 
“Oh, no, no, no. Yesh, yesh, yesh,” 
said Betty in response. I wanted to 
stroke her hand but knew better; if 
Betty held my hand, she wouldn’t 
let go! She continued to mumble 
half-formed words, perhaps for me 
but more likely for her baby. She 
alternately stroked her baby doll and 
reached toward my arm.

Then I told her I wanted to sing a 
song with her. I assured her that it was 
a song she knew and began, “Jesus 
loves me, this I know …” Betty’s eyes 
fastened on mine and she began to 
join in, “For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong. They are 
weak but he is strong.” I patted her 
baby doll’s bottom in gentle rhythm to 
the words, and she smiled at me. After 
singing the remainder of “Jesus Loves 
Me,” we sang “This Little Light of 
Mine.” By the end of the song, Betty 
was singing most of the words with 
little effort. At the end of our singing 
she said, “Oh, yesh, yesh, yesh.” I 
stayed with her a while longer, talking 
about Jesus’ love for her. She smiled 
more then eventually fell asleep. I 
offered a silent prayer of thanks by her 
recliner before leaving. 

This real story is just one example 
of the power that music holds for 
many people. As a hospice chaplain, 
I regularly experience music’s ability 
to transport people to a place of 
happiness, of assurance, of safety 
and of peace. It’s amazing to watch 
patients respond to music that has 
touched them throughout their lives, 
whether it is a traditional hymn 
or an Elvis Presley crooning song. 
Likewise, as a pastor in one of our 
smaller-membership churches, I 
cherish seeing our members sing 
with their eyes closed, remembering 
words by heart. I also enjoy hearing 
members say, “I love that one!” in 
response to a contemporary song as 
part of our service. 

Our Methodist tradition is rich in 
song, with Charles Wesley’s amazing 
faith and talent displayed through 
over 6,000 written hymns. John 
Wesley’s “Directions for Singing” 
in the United Methodist Hymnal 
may seem slightly humorous – or 
downright hilarious when directed 
to “sing lustily” but “do not bawl” 
– but they are an acknowledgment 
of music’s rightful place within our 
praise and worship of our LORD.

Music can awaken the deepest level 
of emotional response in positive 
ways. There are numerous studies 
published through well-known 
research programs citing the benefits 
of playing familiar music for those 
with compromised memories, 

including 
reductions 
in anti-
psychotic and 
anti-anxiety 
medications 
needed 
and fewer 
symptoms of 
distress and 
depression. 
There is, within 
music, a path to increased comfort. 
One of the most vivid examples of 
music’s powerful effect can be seen 
through a video (made into a movie 
as well) entitled “Alive Inside.” It 
is a beautiful testament to the life-
altering ability music holds, especially 
for those who cannot still find words 
to express themselves.

Offering the gift of music during a 
visit doesn’t mean you have to sing 
like Andrea Bocelli or Lauren Daigle. 
Technology puts beautiful music 
at our fingertips via a smartphone. 
Alternatively, opening the Methodist 
hymnal during conversation with 
a church member at a hospital or 
nursing home stay can also lead to 
a meaningful discussion of faith in 
moments of doubt and darkness. 
Regardless of the method, music is a 
powerful tool to create space where 
God’s holy healing, comfort and 
grace can grow. Remember … “Jesus 
loves me, this I know.”

MUSIC MATTERS

Rev. Karen Shearer is a 
Licensed Local Pastor 
serving Grace United 
Methodist Church in 

Madison

Music’s Rightful Place Within Our 
Praise & Worship for Our Lord

BY KAREN SHEARER
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For more event Information visit: 
www.moumethodist.org/events

Susan Beaumont: How to Lead When You 
Don’t Know Where You’re Going
SATURDAY, APRIL 10 | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Contact: Jenny Gragg, 573-777-1213
Email: jgragg@moumethodist.org

Virtually join consultant, coach, author and 
spiritual director Susan Beaumont on April 10, 
2021, for this lay event. Learn how to identify your 
point of focus during a season of uncertainty, 
lead with a different lens during this time and 
how to include discernment in your leadership 
work. Register at www.missouri-reg.brtapp.com/
SusanBeaumont2021.

Learn How to Run Alpha Effectively
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28 | 12 - 2:30PM CT

Run Alpha is an interactive online training to 
experience what it is like to run Alpha in-person or 
online. We cover topics like “What is Alpha?”, the 7 
best practices of Alpha, the Alpha small group, and 
leading prayer ministry on the Alpha weekend/day 
away:
• Learn from the Alpha USA team how to run  

Alpha in any context
• Meet others running Alpha
• Designed to equip your whole team

Learn more and register at: https://alpha.
ticketspice.com/run-alpha-mo-umc-april-28-2021.
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Perhaps this is a moment she realizes 
a season of great promise has 
come to an end. Does she reflect 
on what has been? Does she see 

the promise of what is yet to come? We 
began Lent on Ash Wednesday noting we 
are dust, and to dust we shall return. It ’s 
a chance to engage in heart-transforming 

repentance for everything in our lives 
which separates us from God. We are 
confronted with real repentance versus 
ritualized regret. Will we think about past 
lost games and then going forward put in 
the time and effort to practice free throws 
and layups, or do we end every season with 
a simple lament of lost opportunities and 

failed attempts? The ashes can also serve 
a reminder of past victories we didn’t see 
as victories at the time. Over our lives, 
we may come to realize even our most 
sorrowful days can be numbered among 
our best. We may come to realize that 
when God seems farthest away from us, 
God is nearest to us.


