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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

ABOUT THE COVER
Mt. Moriah UMC near 
Jasper has light and 

music show open to the 
public at their church 
for the 10th year. See 
the story on page 6. 

Fred Koenig, Editor

Fred Koenig, Editor
Missouri Conference Publications

Who’s Zooming Who
It’s the time of the year when the people charged with making sure you (the Missouri Methodists) 
are well informed about what your staff at 3601 Amron Court in Columbia are doing for you. 
Our communication team meets with all the conference staff for a few days in a row and talks 
about everything we did last year, everything we’re going to do next year and how we can best 
keep you in the know. 

A couple of dozen people work in your Missouri Conference office at Columbia, so it takes a 
while. It was a little different this year. Plenty of analytics to talk about regarding webinars, 
videos and emails – not so much attendance data on the in-person events. And that 2021 
planning? It’s like making retirement plans based on projected casino winnings.

The day before a week’s worth of these meetings started, I had what would have been my yearly 
performance review, which was mercifully softened to a fourth-quarter check-in. One of the 
“How are you doing?” questions asked how it was going now that Missouri Conference staff have 
again left the office and reverted to house arrest. “Piece of cake,” I said assuredly. “I worked from 
home for the Missouri Conference for five years before we built the new building. I’m a work 
from home pro.” 

My family and I are currently dog-sitting my in-laws’ terrier, Davey (named after David Freese 
during his time as an infielder in St. Louis, go Cards!) Our dog Mary (named after Jesus’s 
mother) and Davey seem to have a running bet between them to see who can bark first, loudest 
and longest at any sign of life, or movement, outside. Zoom-call etiquette has evolved to keep 
muted if you’re not talking, so my cohorts were unaware of the Baskerville-esque environment of 
my home office. 

But like everyone else blessed enough to have a home to stay in, I initiated some home 
improvement projects during the pandemic–time to replace those old garage doors that had rusted 
out on the bottom. The install occurred during our planning meetings and there were issues with 
the doors. It should have been more apparent when I purchased the doors that I wanted them to 
fully close–all the way to the ground. So, the installer was working to make that happen. 

There were multiple touchpoints during the install process, as I continued to add additional 
criteria to my expectations. (How about if when I close the door, it stays closed, rather than 
coming back open as soon as I let go? When it’s open, would it be possible for it to stay all the 
way open, instead of sagging back down so it’s partially closed and preventing me from pulling 
my car in?)

Every time the installer came to the door, Davey and Mary wanted to alert me very loudly, which 
they did successfully. My resolve to prevent them from being excessively vocal was beginning to 
wane. I’d turn off my computer camera to look at the garage doors. I don’t know if anyone on the 
call noticed every time my camera blinked off. When it came back on, my change-with-the-sun 
glasses were as dark as welding goggles. 

Although my concentration wasn’t consistently at its peak and, I did get to hear how Leadership 
Excellence, Congregational Excellence, Mission, Service, Justice, and NextGen are all working 
on ways to help United Methodist Churches in Missouri live out their calling to be disciples of 
Christ. I believe 2021 is shaping up to be an excellent year for all of us. The next few months will 
continue to require some patience and caution, but no one is waiting until it over. They are all 
working to make it through the now and get ready for what’s to come.
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The year 2020 was full of many “firsts” 
and a season of “we’ve never done it 

like that before.” Sometimes the changes 
were easy and sometimes they were 
extremely hard and long. It was certainly a 
year of adjustments. Now onto 2021, will it 
be more of the same?

No doubt we are still living in a time of 
uncertainty and crisis. However, the Bible 
and our faith points to a journey of hope. 
We just marked a world-changing birth 
in Jesus Christ, reminding us that God is 
present with us personally.

Mark’s gospel is not known for the 
wonderful Christmas story. Rather, Mark 
jumps right in the thick of life. Mark 
1:7-8 reads: “The real action comes next: 
The star in this drama, to whom I’m a 
mere stagehand, will change your life. I’m 
baptizing you here in the river, turning 
your old life in for a kingdom life. His 
baptism – a holy baptism by the Holy Spirit 
– will change you from the inside out.”

If you know Mark’s version of the story, 
Jesus was baptized by John in the water 

while the Spirit 
declared, “this is 
my Beloved Son.” 
Then all at once 
the same Spirit 
pushed Jesus into 
the wild. (Mark 
1:12).

The Biblical 
writers 
experienced 
enough about 
life to know that it ebbs and flows. Jesus 
went from a high moment right into a low 
season.

Last year has felt like a low season in 
some ways, and 2021 may well have many 
ups and downs as we emerge from this 
pandemic. Yet, God has enough hope for 
every season. I believe our faithfulness in 
the past year will empower us to become 
agents of transformation and point our 
communities and world to Jesus Christ 
as the hope of our salvation. My prayer 
is that 2021 becomes a year of resilience 
and rebirth, a year of reformation for our 

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP BOB FARR

Bishop Farr
Missouri Conference, 

United Methodist Church
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churches and ministry. 
As we emerge from this crisis sometime 
in 2021, let us begin a process 
of resetting and recalibrating 
where we are and begin to 
move forward into a new 
future. I believe 
2021 will be 
a process of 
phasing into 
our new future. 
There will not be a switch 
that we can turn on and 
everything goes back to the 
pre-COVID-19 normal. 

Things are never going back to the way 
they used to be. Of course, that has always 
been true. Before COVID-19 we were able 
to deny that our current reality had not 
really changed, or somehow we hoped that 
the past was coming back to our future. 

Now it’s obvious, we are faced with a new 
future. 2021 will be a year of figuring out 
ministry, building confidence with our 
communities and discerning how we can 
effectively and fruitfully do virtual ministry 
so we can safely return to in person ministry. 

Jesus was baptized by John and received 
the confirmation that he was God’s beloved 

son. Those same winds of the Holy Spirit 
drove Jesus into the wild. Forty days and 

nights of wilderness, only then 
does he start off to do the 
work of bringing about the 
Kingdom of God on earth as 

it is in heaven.

May it be so 
for us. We 

have been in a 
wilderness of sorts, but 

God’s resilience has shown 
forth despite the hardships, 

death and grief. Now let us set 
off for a rebirth that will transform our 

churches, people, communities and world. 

May 2021 be like a rising star pointing 
the way toward change in all our lives and 
may we all hear God’s confirmation, “you 
are My beloved children.” Now, go into 
the world with that same spirit, marked by 
God’s love and affirmation.

In Christ,

Bishop Farr, Missouri Conference 
of The United Methodist Church

We have been in a wilderness of sorts, but God’s resilience has shown forth 
despite the hardships, death and grief. Now, let us set off for a rebirth 

that will transform our churches, people, communities and world. 
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P eter Frost didn’t want to do a history 
project. He proposed to his high school 

teacher another project that would incorporate 
his interest in music and technology while 
providing a public service. His teacher said sure, 
so he set up a Christmas light display synced to 
music at Mt. Moriah United Methodist Church 
near Jasper. The congregation, which numbered 
about 17, enjoyed it. 

That was 10 years ago. Frost now has his master’s 
degree in music and serves dually as an organist 
and choir director in an Episcopal church. Even 
while serving those roles, he still creates the 
light display at Mt. Moriah. It’s grown from 
a 40-channel system with 5,000 lights to a 
200-channel system with 250,000 lights. Last 
year about 4,000 people came to see it. 

It took Frost the entire month of November to set 
up the elaborate display. Adapting his pieces over 
the years has helped him cut down on setup time, 
like Frost’s most recent addition of a 30-foot metal 
tree with pre-strung lights. 

The congregation had private lighting on 
December 2. It opened to the public on 
December 4. It was never really closed, though. 
“For the past month, when I was working on it 
and setting up and testing the lights, I’d get 40 – 
50 cars per night,” Frost said. 

The light show starts at 5:30 p.m. each night, 
ran by volunteers from the church who sign up 
for shifts to run the show. Mt. Moriah member 
Brian Fosdick and his family were on duty on 
opening night, December 4. He is expecting it to 
be a big year. 

“Our church has been doing food distribution 
during the COVID-19 and our Facebook page 
blew up from about 100 followers to more than 
700,” Fosdick said. 

It’s a safe gathering, as people don’t leave their 
cars. The cars are lined up in the parking lot, 
drive-in movie style. People tune in their radios to 
91.3 FM to listen to four Christmas songs while 
the lights change with the music. Frost does all of 
the light composition to the music himself. 

“I work really hard to have the lights and music 
complement each other, so it’s not just a light 
show with music,” Frost said. “It takes a couple of 
weeks to program it all.” 

Because there is computer equipment outside, 
rain cancels the show, but so far this year that 
hasn’t been a problem. The light show is about 
10–12 minutes long between 5:30 p.m. and 9:30 
p.m. The show is scheduled for every night from 
5:30-9:30 p.m., Dec. 4-26, excluding Dec. 20 
and 25. 

Brian Fosdick (left) and Peter Frost look over the Christmas light display at Mt. Moriah on its opening night.
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Changes in administration in Washington, D.C., 
means changes in policies relating to refugees. 
Della Lamb adapted to those changes over 

the last few years and is preparing to adapt again for 
what’s to come.

The Methodists founded Della Lamb more than 120 
years ago to assist the marginalized in Kansas City. 
Several years ago, programs shifted to being one of 
five agencies in the state that contract with the federal 
government to resettle refugees. 

The number of refugees coming into the United States 
peaked during the Obama administration at 110,000. 
It was reduced each year of the Trump administration, 
capped at 18,000 for the federal fiscal year 2019-2020 
and 15,000 for 2020–2021. 

The incoming Biden administration has stated that the 
number will go up to 125,000 during their first year. 

Those wildly fluctuating numbers create chaos when 
it comes to running an organization to assist the 
refugees and Della Lamb has new staff at the helm 
who will be experiencing the recent influx for the first 
time. Ryan Hudnall started as executive director of 
Della Lamb in September of 2019. 

Refugee Services Coordinator Danilo Aguilar began 
last August. They are preparing for the wave to come 
and are looking forward to it. 

“My prayer is for Kansas City to become known as the 
city of hospitality–the city that cares for its neighbors,” 
Hudnall said.

That means 
ramping up their 
partnerships with 
employers and 
landlords to meet 
the immediate 
needs of the 
refugees who are to 
come, considering 
staffing and 
strengthening church partnerships so people can live 
out their calling to help those in need. 

“We say to our clients, ‘You are refugees no more. 
Welcome home,’” Hudnall said. 

Hudnall doesn’t talk about his job without talking 
about the grace of God. He was a CPA who felt called 
to be a father to the fatherless and went to work for 
the Global Orphan Project for about four years before 
coming to Della Lamb.

Aguliar grew up in southern California. The Nazarene 
seminary brought him to Kansas City. When he 
describes his career path, he cites multiple scriptures. 
• Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because He hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor, He hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised. 

• James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world. 

The Ebb & Flow 
of Refugees

Della Lamb Prepares to Welcome New Neighbors
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• Isaiah 58: 6-7 Is not this the fast that 
I have chosen? To lose the bands of 
wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, 
and to let the oppressed go free, and that 
ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal they 
bread to the hungry, and that hour bring 
the poor cast out to their house?

He’s been able to follow that calling at Della 
Lamb, even though the numbers of refugees 
have been short. In addition to the shifting 
political climate slowing the refugees coming 
into the United States, COVID-19 cut off 
the flow altogether for a while this year. 
Between March and August, Della Lamb 
only resettled one family. But the refugees 
who were present found a much more 
challenging environment to assimilate into. 

Della Lamb had to reallocate resources 
from initial resettlement services to help 
refugees who are already in place in the 
Kansas City area. They also received 
grants, including $15,000 passed on by the 
Missouri Conference from the Henry Luce 
Foundation. Having language barriers and 
not being familiar with US institutions’ 
bureaucratic system, makes the pandemic 
especially difficult for people who are new 
to the country. How does a refugee family 
connect to a school that has gone online? 
How do they access telemedicine? 

“We were one of the only resettlement agencies to 
keep our doors open through the pandemic,” Aguilar 
said. “We knew a vulnerable population needed our 
help at this time.”

June to August, they placed 20 refugees in jobs. Most 
of the jobs are in manufacturing and job demand 
has remained strong. New employment has been 
particularly challenging. 

“Every employer has different protocols around 
COVID-19 and we’re trying to help people understand 

them,” Hudnall said. “Some employers have required 
multiple negative COVID-19 tests for someone to return 
to work and delays in testing have made that difficult. 

This past summer, a Congolese family of eight journeyed 
from their initial resettlement in Oregon to Kansas City, 
because they had been informed of job opportunities in 
Kansas City. Upon their arrival, Della Lamb was there 
to welcome them and assist them in acclimating to their 
new home. In August, Della Lamb resumed resettling 
new refugees, working with families from Burma, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and Iraq. They will 
continue this work and continue preparing for the 
increase in the number that is to come in 2021. 

To read about Della Lamb’s entry into refugee 
resettlement, see the August 2017 edition of The 
Missouri Methodists. 

In August, Della Lamb resumed resettling 
new refugees, working with families from 
Burma, the Democratic Republic of Congo 
and Iraq. 

A refugee who was resettled to the Kansas City area receives
food support from Della Lamb during the coronavirus pandemic.
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M any people are familiar with the story 
of the PET project and how Rev. Mel 
West made the connection between a 

missionary friend in Zaire and an engineering 
friend in the United States, resulting in the 
design and production of a hand-cranked 
mobility cart for victims of polio and land 
mines.  

Many United Methodist churches in Missouri 
have been supportive of the project throughout 
its 25-year history. In the late 1990s, PETS 
was primarily built out of West’s garage and 
in a Community UMC room in Columbia. 
Today, they are being made in a new facility 
designed for that purpose, with a high-tech 
welding shop, woodshop, assembly line, 
packing area and loading docks. 

The Mel and Barbara West Cart Center 
was officially opened in September of 2020. 
The pandemic caused the situation to have 
a quieter launch, with an open house event 
happening with a small group in attendance 
and Facebook Live. 

Owning a building had been a dream of the 
organization for a long time. They now have a 
$1.5 million facility and debt-free. 

They broke ground for the facility in December 
of 2019 and moved in Fourth of July weekend 
of 2020. The architectural planning started 
several years ago. Much of it was funded 
through a large gift by Jim and Judy Wall. The 
building is just south of Columbia on U.S. 
Highway 63, at 4825 East Meyer Industrial 
Drive. It’s one third bigger than the previous 
facility, at 12,500 square feet.

“The goal is to ramp up to 50 carts per week, 
from a previous high of 35 per week,” said 
Executive Director Gary Moreau. 

The ministry’s overall name was recently 
changed from PET (Personal Energy 
Transportation) to Mobility Worldwide to 
avoid marketing confusion with non-profits 
related to animals. 

It’s not the only place building mobility carts. 
There are now 21 affiliates, including two in 
Africa. 

“Every shop stands on its own,” Moreau 
said. “Every affiliate finds its donors and its 
volunteers.”

There are more than 200 volunteers at the 
Columbia shop, with 40–50 putting in time 
there each week. Someone has the building 
open five mornings a week. The budget is 
built on producing 39 carts a week.
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There are 
more than 200 

volunteers at the 
Columbia shop, 

with 40–50 
putting in time 

there each week. 
Someone has 

the building open 
three mornings 

a week. The 
budget is built 

on producing 39 
carts a week.

David Mars works on 
assembling a mobility cart.
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The Columbia shop may be one of many, but it 
is undoubtedly the biggest. 

“Our shop builds twice as many carts as any 
other location,” Moreau said. 

Three weeks after the move, they were 
producing carts again. There are only three 
people on staff part-time, a shop manager, 
bookkeeper and director. There are more 
than 200 volunteers at the Columbia shop, 
with 40–50 putting in time there each week. 
Someone has the building open three mornings 
a week. The budget is built on producing 39 
carts a week. 

During the pandemic, some people volunteered 
to work alone or work at a considerable distance 
from anyone else in the shop. There hasn’t been 
any transmission of the COVID-19 in the 
shop, but three volunteers have contracted it 
outside the shop and had to quarantine.

The cart center is home to two other non-cart 
missions. One is the Container Project, which 
ships a container full of clothes and school 
supplies to Nicaragua to be distributed by the 
Rainbow Network. 

Four United Methodist churches in Columbia 
are involved in the Container Project. The 
other is the Sewing Project, which collect 
sewing machines to distribute internationally 
to areas where sewing centers can be set up so 
that people there can have an income. 

Although West handed Moreau the reins to 
the Mobility Worldwide in 2013, West has 
still been an active fundraiser, donor, and 
builder and was on hand for the open house in 
September. West and his wife Barbara are both 
97 years old. 

For more on Mobility Worldwide go to www.
giftofmobility.org.
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JANUARY 1 
World Health Organization 

requested information on the 
reported cluster of atypical 
pneumonia cases in Wuhan 

from the Chinese authorities.

THE MARCH OF THE 
CORONAVIRUS THROUGH 2020

JANUARY 13
The Ministry of Public Health in 
Thailand reported an imported 

case of lab-confirmed novel 
COVID-19 from Wuhan, the 

first recorded case outside of 
the People’s Republic of China.

FEBRUARY 11
WHO announced that 

the disease caused by the 
novel COVID-19 would be 

named COVID-19. 

JANUARY 21
The United States of America 

reported its first confirmed 
case of the novel COVID-19. 
This was the first case in the 

WHO Region of the Americas.

MARCH 2 
Missouri Conference issues 

statement of care and 
compassion, with guidance 

for handwashing and worship 
practices. 

MARCH 5 
Black Methodist for Church 

Renewal holds its 53rd Annual 
National Meeting in Kansas 
City. This is one of the last 

large gatherings of multiple 
congregations in Missouri of 

the year. 

MARCH 6
A young woman from the St. 
Louis area tests positive for 
COVID-19, the first person 

in the state to be confirmed, 
officials announce. She had 

been studying abroad in Milan, 
Italy. Two days later her family 

violates quarantine. 

MARCH 12
Second confirmed case in 
Missouri is in Springfield. 

Person had been traveling 
to Austria. 

MARCH 18
A Boone County resident dies 

of COVID-19 less than a day 
after being diagnosed, the first 

death in the state.

MARCH 18
President Trump signed into 

law the Families First COVID-19 
Response Act. The text of the 
legislation can be found here: 

www.congress.gov/bill/116th-
congress/house-bill/6201/text.

MARCH 16 
Email from Bishop Farr: Missouri 

Governor Mike Parson announced 
last night that public gatherings of 
50 or more individuals should be 
suspended. We want to support 

our civic and public health leaders 
during this unfolding health crisis and 

work together to flatten the curve. 
Bishop Farr is strongly encouraging 

churches not to gather together with 
50 or more individuals.

MARCH 13
Bishop Farr issues letter 

urging caution, says at the 
time canceling church is a local 

church decision. 
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MARCH 19
General Conference is 
postponed until 2021. 

Jurisdictional Conferences are 
also postponed, with bishops 
who were to retire agreeing to 

stay on for another year. 

MARCH 26
Missouri Conference receives 
$600,000 payroll protection 
loan through the CARES Act. 

MARCH 26
Following an order issued by 
Boone County effective on 

March 25, the Missouri Annual 
Conference closed its office 

in order to limit the spread of 
COVID-19. As a result, staff 

continued working from home.

MAY 4
The state reported a record 

high number of 368 new 
COVID-19 cases. Missouri 

begins first phase of 
reopening the state.

APRIL 30 
Missouri Annual 

Conference Session is 
postponed. NextGen 

Camps planned for June 
are canceled. 

APRIL 21
United Methodist 

Communications announces 
the new prospective dates for 

The United Methodist Church’s 
General Conference are Aug. 

31-Sept. 10, 2021 in Minnesota. 

APRIL 16
Missouri surpasses 5,000 

cases and 150 deaths. The stay 
at home order is extended to 

May 3.

MARCH 18
Bishop Farr issues letter 

encouraging all churches to 
temporarily suspend worship, 

including Palm Sunday 
and Easter. 

From the origins in China, to impacts on The United Methodist Church in 
Missouri, a timeline of significant dates related to the coronavirus in 2020. 

APRIL 9
Governor Parson 

announces schools to 
remain closed until the 

end of the year. 

MARCH 29
Bishop Farr issues video 
episcopal address with a 

word of hope. 

APRIL 3
Governor Parson 

announces statewide 
stay at home order. 

APRIL 15
2,752 people across the 

country were reported to have 
died from the COVID-19 on this 

day, a record number. More 
than half were in New York, 
New Jersey or Connecticut. 
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MAY 18
All NextGen summer 
camps are canceled. 

JUNE 3
Missouri Annual Conference Clergy 

Session conducted online. Clergy 
members in full connection will receive 

an electronic or mailed ballot to vote 
on the Business of Annual Conference.

JUNE 30
More than 1,000 
Missourians have 
died of COVID-19. 

JUNE 11
Governor Parsons 

announces second phase 
of reopening the state. 

SEPTEMBER 23 
Governor Parson 

announced that he 
and his wife had tested 
positive for COVID-19.

SEPTEMBER 7
First Missouri Clergy death: 
Rev. Fred Luper, part-time 
licensed local pastor who 

served Onward in Miller and 
Elwood UMC.

NOVEMBER 23
Mike Mower, Southeast 

District Co-Lay Leader, dies. 

Mike
Mower

DECEMBER 2
U.S. hospitalizations due to 

COVID-19 surpass 100,000 this day, 
totaling 100,226. This day also set a 
new record for COVID-19 deaths in 

one day, reported as 3,157 in the New 
York Times and 2,804 in the Wall 

Street Journal. 

AUGUST 22
Virtual Annual Conference 

conducted online on August 22: 
www.moacinfo.com.

NOVEMBER 18 
Bishop Bob Farr issues letter to local 

churches, urging them suspend in-person 
worship until further notice due to high 

numbers in Missouri and hospitals operating 
at near capacity. There were more cases in 
October than there were all year; more in 

the first two weeks of November than in the 
previous eight months.

DECEMBER 14
U.S. starts vaccine rollout with 

shots given in New York to high-
risk health care workers. U.S. 

surpasses more than 300,000 
virus-related deaths. Missouri 

deaths surpass 4,800.

SEPTEMBER 10
First Missouri Local Church 
Staff death: Bryan Boman, 

Communications, Saint 
Paul’s United Methodist 

Church in Joplin.

Fred
Luper

Bryan
Boman
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Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology

WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY BY HAL KNIGHT

Epiphany occurs this year on January 6, after the 
twelve days of Christmas. Originally Epiphany 

included what we call Advent and Christmas, but 
now its focus is on Christ being made manifest to 
the Gentiles, as well as the Jews, and thereby to the 
whole world.

Thus, we connect it to the visit of the magi to the 
infant Jesus (Matthew 2:1-12). We remember that 
in the birth of this child, “the true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into this world.” 
(John 1:9 NRSV) We sing songs like “Go Tell it on 
the Mountain” about sharing this good news to all. 

When we give a reason for sharing this good news, 
we usually move from the birth of Jesus to this 
resurrection. And well we should. The heart of the 
good news is this Jesus, who demonstrated the love 
of God in all he said and did, was crucified and 
now is risen from the dead, offering forgiveness and 
new life to all people. So we gravitate to the Great 
Commission given by Jesus in Matthew 28, telling us 
to make disciples of all nations. 

What may be surprising is that until the nineteenth 
century, Christians did not identify this passage 
as the Great Commission nor did they cite it as a 
reason for sharing the good news to all. For much of 
church history they even assumed this commission 
had been fulfilled, in that disciples had been made 
in all (known) nations through the missionary work 
of the apostles. 

John Wesley lived in the eighteenth century. He 
believed the good news was for all people throughout 
the world but did not cite the Great Commission as 
the reason for sharing that news. 

His reason for spreading the 
gospel can be summarized 
in one word: love. If we love 
others, we do not keep good 
news to ourselves. If we believe 
Christ has made a difference 
in our lives, we would want to 
let others know about Christ 
as well. Wesley’s motive, in 
other words, was the two Great 
Commandments: to love God 
and our neighbor. 

Wesley was also clear about the content of that good 
news. Through Jesus Christ we are promised a new life 
grounded in and shaped by love, a life that changes 
relationships, motivations, desires, and through our 
actions, the wider society. He described this life 
with biblical terms like new birth, holiness, and 
sanctification. Also saying it consisted of fruit of the 
Spirit such as faith, hope, and humble love. 

His brother Charles Wesley put it this way in his 
hymn Hark the Herald Angels Sing:

Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us form the earth,
Born to give us second birth. (UM Hymnal, 240)

 
We can even now receive new life in Christ. Love, 
justice, and peace can reign in our world. Love 
indeed came down at Christmas. With the angelic 
hosts let us now proclaim it to the world. 

“The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into this world.” 
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AApppplliiccaattiioonn  DDeeaaddlliinnee  FFeebb..  11,,  22002211

Crossroads Internships are available to college-age students who are interested in serving the 
local church in a variety of roles.  Internships can be set in specific roles (youth ministry, Children's 
ministry, communication, business) or in a more broad ministerial sense. This is a 10-week 
summer program with a stipend and housing included. There are two types of Crossroads 
Interns.

INTERESTED?
To learn more and apply, visit 
www.moumethodist.org/crossroads

- Interns who are interviewed and placed in a 
ministry setting in the Missouri Conference. 

- Placements determined by the best fit for 
the church and the intern based on 
interests, affinity and needs.

VOYAGER  INTERNS RESIDENTIAL INTERNS
- Interns who plan to serve their home church
- Hiring details are worked out with the 

church directly. Interns do not participate in 
the Conference interview process. 

- Ministry site complies with Crossroads program

3601 Amron Court | Columbia, MO 65202
573-441-1770 | www.moumethodist.org

“This has really
cemented that I want 
to be part of the 
church. God has used 
this to push me to do 
something more. ”

- Max Ridenhour, 
2019 Crossroads Intern
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INTERESTED?
To learn more and apply, visit 
www.moumethodist.org/colescholars

3601 Amron Court | Columbia, MO 65202
573-441-1770 | www.moumethodist.org

COLE SCHOLARS
10-WEEK FULL-TIME SUMMER APPOINTMENTS
AApppplliiccaattiioonn  DDeeaaddlliinnee  FFeebb..  11,,  22002211

The Center for Leadership Excellence, in cooperation with the Missouri Foundation, offers a select 
number of summer internships for full-time seminary students. Internships make up a 10-week full-time 
summer appointment and provide opportunities for pastoral and leadership development, as well as 
theological reflection with a mentor. Settings vary in type of church and ministries, pending the ministry’s 
applications.

The Cole Summer Internships are 
funded by the Cole Endowment 
administered by the Missouri 
United Methodist Foundation. 
The endowment was created with 
a gift from the estate of Mr. and 
Mrs. Cole. The Coles were devoted 
members of the Wesley Memorial 
United Methodist Church in rural 
Jefferson County, Missouri. Active 
in church and community in many 
leadership roles, the Coles were 
great friends of many United 
Methodist pastors who served in 
the area. Their nurturing love for 
the church and its clergy lives on 
through their generosity and 
vision.

FRANKLIN & LOUIS COLE
DEVOTION AND GENEROSITY 

QUALIFICATIONS
- Missouri-related candidate for ministry (in candidacy
process or beyond)

- Full-time seminary student with at least one semester
remaining

- Ability to commit solely to the internship for 10 weeks.
No other employment is allowed during this time.

BENEFITS
- Contextual learning experience, including reflection
with an assigned mentor and/or supervisor.

- $8,600 stipend sent directly to your seminary
- Reimbursements and housing provided
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The Hybrid Church: Merging Physical & Digital
www.attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5761418251155797005
The Missouri Conference office of Congregational 
Excellence is planning to host a webinar with Jeff Reed 
from www.thechurch.digital about the Phygital (physical 
vs. digital) Church Mindset to help our churches know 
how to thrive, grow, and multiply through a hybrid 
approach. Reed will discuss the strengths of digital vs. 
physical and give some practical examples/resources for 
this new chapter of ministry. 

Digital Church: Reaching the Online Mission Field
www.moumethodist.org/digitalchurch
How do we minister when we can’t meet in-person? 
Learn how to connect new people to Christ in this virtual 
workshop, a learning experience designed to inspire and 
educate on how to approach digital ministry as a new 
mission field.

Get Your Church Online
www.moumethodist.org/resourcelibrary?rtype=Get%20Your%20
Church%20Online

Multi-Site NPNP Grant
www.moumethodist.org/new-places-grants-spring

The Church & COVID-19 Ministry Webinar: How to 
Welcome & Connect with Church Guests Online
www.moumethodist.org/resourcedetail/the-church-covid-19-
ministry-webinar-how-to-welcome-and-connect-with-church-
guests-online-14010830

Pastoring In Partisan Times Podcast: Social Media & 
the Public Square with Rev. Juan Carlos Huertas
www.moumethodist.org/resourcedetail/pastoring-in-partisan-times-
podcast-social-media-and-the-public-square-with-rev-juan-carlos-
huertas-14340725

NextGen Conversations: Family Outreach 
with Mona Candea
www.nextgenumc.org/resources-post/family-ministry-outreach-
with-mona-candea

Podcasts 
www.moumethodist.org/podcasts
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Counselors are the lifeblood of Ignite camps. Our 
host churches offer the framework for a fun 

summer camp, but counselors bring it to life.

There are a few key attributes that prospective 
counselors should possess. Although each individual 
counselor is different, together our summer NextGen 
team forms one cohesive, strong body. After all, 
“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all 
its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ” (1 
Corinthians 12:12). 

Here’s who we’re looking to help us make our 2021 
summer camps the best yet. Know someone who would 
be the perfect fit? Contact Josh Schaller, jschaller@
moumethodist.org, or visit www.nextgencamps.org/
apply.

Heart
At camp, counselors must display a heart for 
God and His mission, the campers, the local 
church volunteers and each other. This allows Ignite to 
be an authentic representation of the love of Christ at 
the local church. We need counselors who are on fire 
for Jesus and who can listen to a camper’s story, name 
where they see God is active in their lives and teach 
them how to grow that relationship.

Head
Although we will provide a strong training 
process prior to the launch of camp, the 

intelligence and good decision-making skills that 
counselors bring with them are essential. We’re looking 
for counselors who understand the basic fundamentals 
of the Christian faith and the Bible as well as a 

knowledge of themselves and their own strengths and 
limitations. We have found that counselors are more 
confident to share their faith and be of benefit to kids 
at camp if they know their Bible and know themselves.

Hands
Counselors do not often get all the glory at 
camp, but their service is critical to a great 
camper experience. Ignite counselors must be 
willing to put their own egos aside and serve 
the people of the local church in whatever ways are 
necessary, even if it isn’t what is always the most fun 
or glamorous. Ignite lives by the motto “FTK”: For the 
Kids, For the Kingdom.

Feet
Feet are for running, dancing, jumping, walking 
and so much more. Counselors are asked to be 
the biggest cheerleaders at camp and have a 
willingness to run headlong into crazy situations for 
their campers. Whether that be by jumping up and 
down and dancing like no one is watching, racing on 
the water slides, or walking side-by-side with a camper 
who is struggling, counselors provide the energetic 
lifeblood to the camp experience.

Model Student: 
Traits We’re Looking 
For In NextGen Interns

“Just as a body, though one, has many 
parts, but all its many parts form one 
body, so it is with Christ.” 
1 Corinthians 12:12

BY JOSH SCHALLER
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T hank you for stepping forward to help 
lead a Missouri Annual Conference 

congregation or participate in a MOAC 
committee! First Corinthians 12 tells us that: 
“...Each person is given something to do that 
shows who God is: Everyone gets in on it, 
everyone benefits.” 
 
As 2021 begins, here are a few suggestions for 
methods to help you integrate into the new 
leadership role that God has lead you to accept: 
• Spend some time in prayer to refresh your 

own awareness and understanding of how 
your strengths, spiritual gifts and experiences 
support the congregation’s mission and 
vision. 

• If you want to take a fresh look at the 
composition of your ministry tools, 
leveraging the 5 Cups of Coffee is a great 
approach to help sort out these details with 
a mentor or fellow missional leader. Visit 
www.moumethodist.org/5cups for more 
information.

 
Leading at church in 2021 continues to evolve! 
Transitioning into your new leadership role 
will hopefully allow you to ask questions. Be 
curious about what results have been achieved, 

and how those results 
have influenced new 
goals and visions. 
• During any 

transitional 
conversations, listen 
actively to the other 
leaders (clergy and 
laity). 

• Have patience with 
your fellow leaders and the situations being 
discussed. This will be very valuable to the 
team becoming cohesive and collaborative. 

• Seek out the blessings of working together 
for mission, vision and Kingdom building — 
even with the presence of differing opinions. 

• Remember that a congregation or conference 
is made up of many people with different 
spiritual needs and balancing that out takes 
the gifts of all at the table. 

 
Focus on what was learned from the leadership 
experiences of the team and the congregation 
more than the success or opportunities 
provided. 

In Deuteronomy 6:5, we read: Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your 

LAITY VOICES

Jai Vaughn, Northwest
District Co-Lay Leader

“Each person is given something to do that shows who 
God is: Everyone gets in on it, everyone benefits.”

24 January 2021  |  The Missouri Methodists



BY JAI VAUGHN

soul and with all your strength. In order to 
follow this scripture, I urge you to pray, pray, 
pray! Pray for those not yet in the congregation. 
Pray for those in the community/congregation 
and affected by the committee where you 
are leading. Pray for those in leadership with 
you, across the congregation, the district, the 
Conference and the world.
 
Listening for God’s direction is also a key 
element of church leadership. If it isn’t already 
an active part of your spiritual growth, listen 
for God’s direction through Bible study, small 
groups and a listening prayer life. One way I 
have learned to hear God’s voice is by keeping 
an active prayer journal. Use a notebook, a 
phone app or create a simple Word document:
 Center your thoughts and open your heart to 
God’s presence.

• Document the topic to pray about.
• After focusing on that situation for a minute, 

write down the key elements for the prayer.
• After those thoughts/feelings are 

communicated in prayer, sit quietly in God’s 
presence and capture the thoughts that 
follow. 

• Pray about a specific situation using this 
process repeatedly. 

• As the thoughts start to create a theme or 
approach, then share that information with 
others to help integrate the details together 
to potentially form a cohesive approach. 

 
You have been equipped with a unique set of 
experiences, spiritual gifts, talents, strengths 
and passions to help lead a congregation or the 
Missouri Conference forward, and we thank 
God for your role in the ministry of Missouri. 

The Costner-Fulton Fund for Missions is a grant program of the Mission, Service & Justice 
Team. Tom and LaVerne Fulton shared a passion for social work in their professional lives. 
Their activism was a calling, rooted in faith and given further expression through the 
outreach ministries of The United Methodist Church. It is not surprising that this dedicated 
couple created an estate plan that would continue to reach out to a world in need. 

This year the grants have been awarded to the following churches and agencies:
• Della Lamb Community Services, Kansas City
• Elsberry United Methodist Church
• First United Methodist Church of Lebanon
• First United Methodist Church of Sedalia
• Francis Street First United Methodist Church, St. Joseph
• Maplewood United Methodist Church
• Room at the Inn (RATI), Bridgeton
• The Olive Branch Rural Resource, Bucklin

COSTNER-FULTON GRANTS AWARDED
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Susan Brandes at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Susan Brandes at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App
The magazine is available via a free app on iPads or 
iPhones. Search the iTunes library for The Missouri 
Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like 
to share about the magazine, or if you want to connect 
Fred Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with 
a talented writer, photographer or videographer in your 
congregation, e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.
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For more event Information visit: 
www.moumethodist.org/events

The Hybrid Church: Merging 
Physical & Digital
Register: www.register.gotowebinar.com/
register/5761418251155797005

There was a time when the church focused solely 
on physical ministry. Then COVID-19 happened, 
and for months now, the church has put all its 
energy into digital, learning what it could as fast as 
it could about how to do church online. For many, 
knowing how to do physical and digital ministry 
at the same time is daunting. This is the mindset 
behind the phygital church. Our endgame is not 
the physical building. Nor is it digital ministry. Our 
endgame is disciple-making. Join digital church 
planter Jeff Reed as he answers your questions 
and shares how to thrive, grow, and multiply the 
physical + digital ministry in this new hybrid model.

New Places for New People Spring Grants
Know someone who’s starting a new place for new 
people? Get started by applying for a New Places 
for New People grant at www.moumethodist.org/
new-places-grants-spring.

Inspire
Register: www.moumethodist.org/eventdetail/14814493? 
month=1&year=2021&day=1&display=m

Inspire is a discernment retreat woven into the 
Candidacy Summit. It will occur on Saturday, 
January 16, 2021 from 1—5:30 p.m. via Zoom. As 
a pastor or lay person, you may have dreamed of 
doing a totally new thing for God. Inspire is a set 
aside time to help persons discern if God is calling 
them to create new places for new people in 
Missouri. Persons can register to attend Inspire on 
its own on Saturday afternoon without attending 
the Candidacy Summit. All Candidacy Summit 
attendees will participate in the Inspire portion of 
the weekend. 
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BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT

Photography can paint light into the 
heart. This light in Simmons’ Stable 
witnessed on a contemplative walk 

was breathtaking to behold in person. “… 
if we are living in the light, as God is in the 
light, then we have fellowship with each 
other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 

cleanses us from all sin [1 John 1:7].” Aren’t 
we as Christians supposed to be about 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world? What if I said 
I don’t like you because…oh, I don’t know…
you’re not a Kansas City Chiefs fan? If I’m a 
disciple seeking to be transformed into the 

image of Christ, my feelings don’t matter. 
My deliberate choice as a follower of Christ 
is to identify myself with God’s interest in 
you as we seek to reach others for Christ. 
The Holy Spirit can paint a love for one 
another into our hearts which bears witness 
to the world we are Christ’s disciples. 


