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Fred Koenig, Editor
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Better or Worse
When getting an eye exam, the patient is often shown two images by the doctor in 

rapid succession, and asked, “Better or worse?” It’s a process used to fine-tune the 
prescriptions. I have pretty severe astigmatism, so when it comes to fine-tuning the images 
look about the same. So, I take my best guess. “Uh, better, I think? Maybe a little worse on 
this one?” My answers are inconsistent, and the process takes forever. 

The year 2020 is taking a lot of hits as the worst year ever. I’m not going to argue that it 
hasn’t been rough. But we’ve got to keep our eyes open for the light and look for places where 
things are better. 

Our Superbowl Champion Kansas City Chiefs opened the NFL season on September 10. 
The game was proceeded by the singing of the gospel song “Lift Every Voice and Sing” and 
a moving rendition of the national anthem. Players joined arms in a show of unity pregame. 
“We’re all in this together” was a phrase shared widely. All NFL games that opening week 
started with some kind of message in opposition to hate, violence and racism. Even most of 
the commercials involved some kind of call for unity and peace. It’s pretty hard to say that’s 
not a move in the right direction from previous seasons.  
 
Our fight against the coronavirus has not been going in the right direction. We lost Fred 
Luper, pastor of Onward and Elwood, to COVID-19. We have lost church staff to the virus. 
There are other clergy in the hospital. At the time of this writing, Missouri has experienced 
more than 1,700 deaths and has seen 100,000 people infected. The current projection from 
the Institute of Health Metrics and Evaluation has Missouri experiencing 7,000 COVID-19 
deaths by January 1, and the U.S. having 415,000 deaths by the same date. It’s a far worse 
projection now than it has been at any time during the pandemic. 

But our supply chains are functioning. At the beginning of the pandemic we were looking at 
setting up our sports arenas as triage units for our hospitals, but even though our numbers are 
worse than predicted, it came on gradually enough that our hospitals are still operating well 
below capacity. Many people have already experienced the virus and have recovered and trials 
for potential vaccines are underway. 

The message of hope that undergirds The United Methodist Church is something that 
will continue to be needed desperately by the people of Missouri in the coming months. I 
continue to be impressed with how the churches of the Missouri Conference continue to 
move forward in faith and can discern places where things are getting better when other 
things are getting worse. 
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MISSION Making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.

VISION The Missouri Conference will 
relentlessly lead our churches to become 
outwardly focused and spiritually centered 
Christ followers.
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The Rev. Catie Newman prays with John W. Weaver in front of a neighbor’s wind-damaged home while a United Methodist volunteer team makes emergency repairs to 
his roof in Marion, Iowa. Weaver’s mobile home was severely damaged during a derecho windstorm in August. Newman is the disaster response coordinator for the Iowa 
Conference. Photo by Mike DuBose, UM News.
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E verybody is learning how to lead 
among anxious congregations, in an 
anxious world, throughout a global 
pandemic, amid a hyper-partisan 

culture with racial injustices boiling over and 
leading to unrest throughout the country 
that immersed in an upcoming election. 
Just writing all that makes me tired! Doing 
something about it, figuring out how to get 
through it and discerning our part in it, can 
hijack the soul.

In this season, I have been drawn over 
and over to Psalm 23, “yea, though I walk 
through the valley in the shadow of death.” 
It is the “shadow of death” that always 
haunts me. I wonder if King David had that 
same feeling, as if the shadow of death was 
following him around? 

This year has felt like a shadow of sorts has 
indeed befallen the whole world. Some have 

even proclaimed, 
“end times,” 
“second coming,” 
or the “anti-
Christ.” I am not 
going to speculate 
on “end times” 
because Jesus said, 
“Do not be afraid,” 
or “Fear not.” 
While we may 
respond, “Why not  
be afraid?” Jesus 
offers a simple and 
straightforward answer. “I am with you even 
to the end of times” (Matthew 28:20). 

This has always been a broken world. Some 
seasons seem more broken than others. But 
the great “I Am” has stood in the gap of 
brokenness with us, showing bits of grace and 
purpose with the hope of a new creation. The 

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP FARR

Bishop Farr
Missouri Conference, 

United Methodist Church

LEADING THROUGH

ANXIOUS
TIMES
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mountain is always on the side of the valley, 
the sunrise on the other side of the darkness. 
The horizon, there is always a horizon, the 
next! What terms are we living on? Just the 
here and now? Or are we in touch with a 
deepening spirit? 

I have been thinking, praying and 
wondering: How do we unearth the new 
things God is leading us toward? How do 
we discover what the Spirit is nudging us to 
become? How do we discern where God’s 
new creation is emerging?

I think an important scripture to remember 
is Matthew 14, when Jesus walked on the 
water. I’ve preached a hundred sermons 
around the Conference entitled, “Risk 
Beyond Faithfulness” based on Jesus calling 
out to Peter to get out of the boat and walk 

toward him on the water and in the midst of 
a storm. Read the story. 

Initially, Peter stepped out onto the water 
and walked toward Jesus, but as he looked 
down and backward to the safety of the 
boat, he discovered he was sinking. Jesus 
reached out his hand and said, “Don’t be 
afraid.” Peter took Jesus’s hand, the storm 
calmed and the disciples got back to shore 
with Jesus in the boat. 

I suspect that Peter never forgot that dark, 
stormy night, but neither was he ever 
the same. Jesus unearthed in Peter a new 
potential that helped change the world.

We too will get to the shore through this 
storm. But as we go along, I wonder what 
is Jesus trying to unearth around and in us? 
Perhaps we should reach out our hands to 
Jesus and see where he is taking us through 
this storm.

In Christ,

Bishop Farr, Missouri Conference 
of The United Methodist Church

How do we unearth 
the new things God 
is leading us toward? 

How do we discover what 
the Spirit is nudging us 
to become? 

How do we discern 
where God’s new 
creation is emerging?
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Annual 
Conference 

Goes On,Online

Rev. David Gilmore is installed as the 
Heartland District Superintendent.
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M
uch about the 18th session of the 
Missouri Annual Conference was 
different this year. It is typically 
conducted in early June; this session 
occurred on August 22. It is typically 

in a large convention center that will seat 1,300; this 
year it was conducted in the local church sanctuary 
that seats about 250 and was mostly empty. It typically 
lasts three to four days; this session lasted about two 
hours. 

But much of it was the same. The session began in its 
traditional manner with the singing of “And Are We 
Yet Alive?” but rather than congregational singing it 
was sung by Nikki Lerner, a professional singer and 
worship artist who was originally scheduled to be 
worship leader this year. 

Missouri Bishop Bob Farr said in his 40 years of 
conferencing he never gave much thought to the 
traditional opening song, but this year it hit him. 
While Charles Wesley knew there would be hard 
times, he couldn't have forseen the events of 2020.

What troubles have we seen, 
what mighty conflicts past, 
fightings without, and fears within,
since we assembled last!

This was the 204th session of Methodist conferencing 
in Missouri. It was the first time it has been held 
virtually. More than 800 people were participated 
in the Conference online via a webinar format, and 
another 60 watched via livestream on Facebook. 

“We’re gathered today not just on the Internet, we’re 
gathered by the Holy Spirit,” he said.

Although this was the official session, Annual 
Conference Session-related activities have taken place 
over the course of the summer. A pre-conference session 
that featured many reports was conducted on May 28. 
The required closed clergy session was conducted online 
on June 8. Live webinars were posted online in August. 
Questions and answer sessions were conducted online in 
the weeks leading up to the conference and included the 
Conference treasurer and statistician, the nominations 
team and the rules and procedures team.

During his opening message, Bishop Farr referred 
to the scripture Acts 2: 1-4 and 14-21, describing 

Pentecost and the movement of the Holy Spirit. He 
said the Conference theme, Kindom – Include, Inspire 
and Invite, remind us of John Wesley’s declaration, 
“The world is my parish.” 

“We’ve certainly experienced that this year as 
conditions have caused us to leave our buildings 
whether we wanted to or not,” Bishop Farr said. 

“This is a time when the church needs to speak out 
with bold urgency. May we invite the Holy Spirit into 
our meeting so it becomes holy conferencing,” Bishop 
Farr said. 

The bar was established by Conference Secretary 
Monica Jefferson. Annual Conference Sessions Chair 
Marsha Eichler was introduced and she explained the 
theme. 

“We choose Kindom as the theme well in advance 
of the pandemic,” she said. “God created us for 
relationship. We’re all related, we’re all kin. Our 
differences encourage us to live in isolation. There’s 
a ripple effect to the relational ministries that occur. 
Everyone is welcomed in this community. Each person 
has value, and each person has a vital role.”

Rules and Procedures Chair Hannah Shanks 
presented for her team. The rule related to the Core 
Practices Team was proposed to be changed, so this 

Rev. Monica Jefferson is recognized for eight years of service as Missouri 
Conference Secretary.

7www.moumethodist.org



team could be dissolved with its duties disbursed to 
other areas. This change passed.  

The nominations were released online more than 
a month ago, but Nominations Chair Rev. Jeremy 
Vickers presented the final, corrected list for approval. 
It passed. This was Vickers’s final year chairing the 
nominations committee. 

Normally the Board of Ordained Ministry report 
would have been given by board chair Rev. Steve 
Breon, but Breon retired in June. Rev. Terri Swan, 
interim chair of the Board of Ordained Ministries, gave 
the report instead.

Missouri Conference Director of Financial and 
Administrative Ministries Nate Berneking gave 
the report from the Conference Finance and 
Administration Team and the Board of Trustees. 

This year, 19 local churches closed in the Missouri 
Conference. A clean audit was presented for the year 
2019. This year many churches are continuing to pay 
100% of apportionments, even though they are only 
being asked to pay 75% due to the pandemic. At the 

 “God created us for 
relationship. We’re all 
related, we’re all kin. Our 
differences encourage 
us to live in isolation. 
There’s a ripple effect to 
the relational ministries 
that occur. Everyone 
is welcomed in this 
community. Each person 
has value, and each 
person has a vital role.”
MARSHA EICHLER

Rev. Sandy Nenadal is welcomed to her 
new position as Assistant to the Bishop.
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end of 2019 the Missouri Conference had $1.5 million 
in reserve. The proposed budget for 2021 is $12.4
million, down $1.2 million from 2020, adding to a 
22% budget decrease since 2006.

Last year the Missouri Conference awarded grants 
totaling $2.98 million back to local churches, out of 
about $9 million that was given to the Conference 
in apportionments. The Conference is on track to 
eliminate the debt on the property in Columbia by the 
end of the year. The proposed budget was passed. 

Brian Hammons, chair of the Missouri Conference 
Episcopacy Committee, presented his report. Normally 
he would have been talking about how the committee 
was going to request that Bishop Farr be reassigned 
to Missouri at Jurisdictional Conference this year, 
but that request, and all business of Jurisdictional 
Conference, including the election of new bishops, has 
been postponed until 2021. 

“The Book of Discipline provides a lot of detail 
about a lot of things but is pretty silent about what 
to do when conference is called off,” Hammons said. 
Even the bishops who had planned to retire this year 

were asked, and agreed, to work another due to the 
Jurisdictional Conference being postponed. Hammons 
assured the Conference that he and Rev. Cody 
Collier would continue to serve on the Jurisdictional 
Episcopacy Committee and work to keep Bishop Farr 
in Missouri. 

Hammons congratulated Bishop Farr for an 
outstanding job of helping the Conference navigate 
hosting a special session of General Conference in 
2019 and the ramifications of the decisions made at 
that Conference. 

“We don’t know what lies ahead. It’s a tough time to 
be a leader in the church. But Bishop Farr is faithfully 
leading us with hope of moving forward,” Hammons 
said. 

“We don’t know what lies 
ahead. It’s a tough time to 
be a leader in the church. 
But Bishop Farr is faithfully 
leading us with hope of 
moving forward.” 
BRIAN HAMMONS
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The Service of Ordination is a highlight of the Annual 
Conference Session for many people each year and not 
just people who are close to those being ordained. It is 
a sacred time of welcoming disciples into a lifetime of 
ministry after having completed years of preparation. 

This year the service was held in downtown Columbia 
at Missouri UMC, a historic church that had hosted 
ordination services prior to Annual Conference Session 
being conducted in Springfield. 

Rev. Michael McIntyre, lead pastor of Wesley UMC 
in Springfield, was the preacher for the service. He 
opened with Colossians 3: 10-13, keying in on verse 
12, “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience.”

He noted that the Annual Conference theme, Kindom, 
and the word kin, comes from the same root as kind. 

“To treat people with kindness is to treat them as kin – 
accepted, appreciated not just welcome but wanted and 
included,” he said. He said followers of Christ should be 
so kind that people don’t know if they should be called 
followers of Christ or followers of kindness.  

“When it comes to ministry, you need to allow kindness 
to direct you in how to love… ” he said. “I’ve heard 
unkind words spoken and unkind things done in the 
name of love. People justify their own ugliness in the 
name of love, and to try to fix them we treat them with 
disrespect, justify with tough love. When we chose 
kindness we can’t be hurtful to one another.” 

McIntyre said he was good at loving people who loved 
him back, but being a follower of Christ calls people to 
something more. 

“We’re called to live a life that demands gospel 
explanation,” he said. “‘Why is he so weird? Why is he 
so kind?’ We should live our lives in a way that draws 
attention.” 

A video was shown that detailed the line of ordination 
from the first Methodist bishop to the current 
ordinands. 

“It is not that far from Francis Asbury to you – 16 
steps,” said Missouri Bishop Bob Farr, the presiding 
bishop for the ordination service. “In this line is Bishop 
McKendree, who started the Missouri Conference. 
There is also Bishop Handy, the first African American 
bishop in our jurisdiction and one of the first in the 
country.” 

Deacons are called by God to a lifetime ministry 
of word, service, compassion and justice. They lead 
the church in relating the life of Christians to their 
ministries in the world, interrelating worship in the 
gathered community and service to God. This year Rev. 
Arden Elise Ratcliff-Mann and Rev. Meghan Ruth 
Riegerix were ordained deacons. 

Elders are called by God to a lifetime ministry of 
service, word, sacrament and order. Servanthood is 
expressed by leading worship and prayer, administering 
sacraments, exercising pastoral supervision, and leading 
the church in mission to the world. 

This year Rev. Bradley Jams Bryan, Rev. Erika Anne 
Gravely, Rev. Cassie Rea O’Brien Graham, Rev. Elsie 
Lisbeth Quintanilla-Perez, and Rev. Jacob Martin 
Schneider were ordained elders. 

Elders & Deacons 
Welcomed into Full Connection
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A sacred time of welcoming disciples 
into a lifetime of ministry.

From left: Rev. Arden Elise 
Ratcliff-Mann, Bishop Bob Farr 
and Rev. Meghan Ruth Riegerix.

First row, from left: Rev. Bradley 
James Bryan, Bishop Bob Farr, 
Rev. Jacob Martin Schneider. 

Second row, from left: Rev. Erika 
Anne Gravely, Rev. Elsie Lisbeth 
Quintanilla-Perez and Rev. 
Cassie Rea O'Brien Graham.
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One of the important steps to being 
ordained clergy in The United Methodist 
Church is being commissioned. This year 

the commissioning service was held at Missouri 
UMC in Columbia following the ordination 
service. There was a break in between the services 
for sanitizing the sanctuary. 

Rev. Mark Statler, director of Leadership 
Excellence, was the preacher for the service. 

Statler opened with the scripture of 1 Samuel 16: 
4-13, in which David was being commissioned 
in a sense. Statler reminded those about to be 
commissioned that David was fighting a giant 
one chapter later. But he also reminded them that 
David’s anointing was to be a monarch and that 
was not what they were gathered for there today. 

Statler asked those about to be commissioned if a 
former version of themselves would be surprised 
to see them there today. They all raised their 
hands in the affirmative. He then asked the small 
group of friends and family at the church how 
many of them would have been surprised in the 
past if they were told the people there that day 
would be commissioned. Less than half raised 
their hands. 

“Some of them saw something in you 
that you didn’t see in yourselves,” 
Statler said. “God saw something in 
David that other people didn’t see. 
God sees something in us.”

Before being commissioned, a 
candidate must have a bachelor’s 
degree and be at least halfway 
through the completion of a masters’ 
degree from a United Methodist 
seminary or a seminary approved by 
the United Methodist Senate. After 
being commissioned, The United 
Methodist Church requires a provisional period of 
at least two years before ordination. 

These commissioned persons serve under 
appointment by the bishop during this time and 
learn and grow as residents in ministry as they 
prepare for ordination. Along the way, there are 
many letters of recommendation and interviews to 
continue to move forward in the process. 

Statler reminded the audience that just as David 
had his up and downs after being anointed, the 
commissioners also shouldn't expect an easy path. 
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“The deeper you walk into the world that God is 
asking you to come create, the more significant are 
the obstacles that you will encounter,” he said. Statler 
noted that the day is in part about marking a place in 
life when someone is starting a new life in ministry and 
advised those being commissioned to not to try to go it 
alone but to be part of a community. “Stay in love with 
God,” he said. “This is a spirit journey.” 

The people commissioned as provisional elders were 
Linda Boxler-Wansing, Candace Fowler, Sean 
McIntyre, Meagan Marie O’Brien, Danielle Quinn, 
Mary Day Saou and Po’ese Uikelotu Vatikani. William 
J. Schnackenberg was received as an associate member. 

Stay in love with God. 
This is a spirit journey.

Bishop Bob Farr recognizes Rev. William 
J. Schnackenberg as an associate 

member of the Missouri Conference. 

Rev. Mark Statler preached for the 
Service of Commissioning. 
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In 2003, the Mozambique Initiative hosted the 
Mozambican United Methodist Youth Choir on a 21-

day tour through Missouri. Stella Machel and her sister 
Katia were a part of the six-person group. It was Machel’s 
first trip on a plane and overseas.

“The trip opened my mind and planted the grit I have 
to build relationships, serve God and fulfill my dreams 
beyond the borders of Mozambique,” Machel says.

That was only the beginning of Machel’s connection with 
the Mozambique Initiative. Years later, MI, Manchester 
UMC and the New York Annual Conference provided 
educational support to Machel as she 
pursued her master’s degree in finance at 
the University of London, which she says 
opened a gateway of global development 
opportunities.

This fall Machel begins the Master’s in 
Business Administration program at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Machel is a first-generation college 
student. Her mother sponsored her studies 
until her second year of college and her 
employer assisted with the final two years. The greater 
Mozambique-Methodist connection aided with her 
master’s program in London. A few years later the 
Fulbright Humphrey Fellowship Program funded a year-
long fellowship for Machel at Boston University.

“At every stage someone invested their resources and 
beliefs in me, so I hope to give back by sending someone 
who does not have the resources to school,” Machel says.

Today Machel is an expert in her field, and she is 
passionate about using her work and education in service 
of others.

As the head of vehicle and asset finance at Standard 
Bank Mozambique, Machel feels a sense of responsibility 

to change the narrative for Mozambique through the 
relationships she builds and services she offers. Machel 
hopes to help reduce financial exclusion in Mozambique, 
smash the glass ceilings that keep women from executive 
leadership roles in the financial sector and elevate the 
worth of young Mozambican professionals through skills 
transfer programs.

“One of my dreams is to see the 30 million Mozambicans 
benefit from the resources the nation has,” Machel says. 

“I want to live in a country where we depend progressively 
less on external support to convert our resources into 

economic and social value.”

“I long to see people grasp the fullness of 
their worth and identity and of the love that 
God has for this nation,” Machel says. “I 
hope to see people becoming aware of their 
life purpose and owning their right to live 
a life that is meaningful and impactful to 
self and others and to achieve greatness. By 
greatness I do not mean big jobs or materials; 
I mean impact and service to others. I mean 
understanding that with what we have and 
with what we are, we were also called to write 

a story that will inspire and uplift others.”

Machel shares her story broadly in hopes that it will 
inspire others to their full potential. Specifically, 
Machel mentors girls and connects them to the sort of 
development opportunities that changed her life.

“Looking back ten years ago, my family was in a very bad 
shape,” Machel says. “I know what it means to live with 
less than a dollar a day. I know what it means to sleep on 
an empty stomach. Seeing real people who had overcome 
poverty inspired me to work hard to overcome my own.”

Stella was selected by her peers to give the 
commencement address upon the completion of the 
Humphrey’s Fellowship Program.

MI-Sponsored Student 
Headed to Prestigious MIT
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At times it may feel like the Coronavirus has affected everything, but one thing 
it hasn’t affected is the weather. With weather can come storms and natural 
disasters. 

In the September issue of The Missouri Methodists there was a story about 
flooding in south St. Joseph. Many people there are still displaced, and volunteers 
are still needed to help with cleanup so people can return home.

On August 11, Missouri Conference Disaster Response Coordinator Scott 
Burdin first became aware of the storm damage in Iowa from a friend’s pictures 
on Facebook. He called the disaster response team at La Croix in Cape Girardeau 
and found they were not yet aware of the storm damage but were willing to go. 

Seven member of La Croix along with Burdin headed to Tama, Iowa, the week of 
August 17 with two skid loaders and chainsaws for everybody. The team worked 
in Mashalltown, Tama and Toledo for four days, cumulatively investing 243 hours 
working and 128 hours traveling. 

One of the job sites was the Kucera family farm. John and Janet Kucera have lived 
on their 40-acre farm since 1976 and they planted all of their trees, 3,000 of them. 
The team cut 70 trees from around the house. 

“When we left, emotions were running high. John was very thankful for our help 
but very sad for what we had to do,” Burdin said. “John is legally blind and can’t 
see more than 5 feet in front of him, so he couldn’t see the two piles of trees we 
had just spent the last two and a half days making. One of them was at least 100 
feet long, 25 feet wide and 20 feet high, and the other was the same size but half 
the length. The only saving grace was that he couldn’t see that we had essentially 
just clear cut his entire front and side yard. In the end, the felt extremely blessed 
that we showed up and became their friends and helped them through this 
tragedy in the ways that we could. We talked with them, listened to their stories, 
shared some of ours and became fast friends.” 

Across Iowa for miles on end there is massive crop damage and house after house 
with tarps on their roof. The Iowa Conference is coordinating volunteer teams and 
help is still needed. 

Hurricane Laura made landfall on August 27, causing damage in five parishes 
of Louisiana. The main power plant and water treatment plant for Lake Charles 
was damaged extensively. United Methodist churches are being identified to serve 
as command centers, staging grounds and volunteer registration centers. The 
Louisian Conference of the United Methodist Church is currently welcoming 
assistance in storm recovery. For more information go to www.la-umc.org/
newsdetail/how-to-help-14230443. 

NATURE DOESN’T DISTANCE
Natural Disaster Continues 
During Pandemic
PHOTOS BY MIKE DUBOSE

15www.moumethodist.org



16 October 2020  |  The Missouri Methodists



L ocal Pastor Licensing School 
provides the “nuts and bolts” of 

ministry for those at the beginning 
of their pastoral journey. The focus 
is on the essentials and basic skills 
needed to lead a congregation as a 
pastor – leading worship, preaching, 
pastoral care, discipleship, 
administration and leadership. 
The skills introduced through 
Licensing School will be developed 
further in either Course of Study 
or seminary. A Missouri Annual 
Conference-specific focus was also 
provided to ensure that students are 
well acquainted with the culture 
and expectations of ministry in 
Missouri.

Revs. Kevin Shelton and Karen 
Taylor have co-directed Licensing 
School for the past eight years. The 
school was traditionally held on 
the Central Methodist University 
campus for one week in May. 
With the COVID-19 pandemic, it 
became clear that the onsite option 
wouldn't work at CMU due to social 
distancing concerns.

As the Center of Leadership 
Excellence and co-directors explored 
options about this year’s school, it 
was discovered that Candler School 
of Theology was opening their 
online Licensing School to other 
conferences. Candler provided 60 
hours of instruction and support, 
leaving 20 hours for our conference 
to focus on Missouri's needs. 

As a result, the 2020 Missouri Local 
Pastor Licensing School looked 
vastly different. What had been 
primarily a one-week experience 
with intense learning sessions, 
worship and community building, 
became a totally online experience 
with Candler providing content and 
Missouri pastors providing feedback 
for paperwork and sermons. 

The school began in 
May and ended at the 
end of August. The 
students who signed 
up expecting a very 
different experience, 
were flexible and 
persevered through 
a brand-new way 
of doing Licensing 
School. Missouri 
Bishop Bob Farr 
addressed the 
students at a final 
closing session, held at Community 
UMC in Columbia. It was live and 
livestreamed for those who were 
not comfortable with an in-person 
gathering. 

Reflecting on the experience, there
were some valuable lessons learned
about the use of an online platform. 
While the materials were taught, 
students lost the ability to build 
community and connection, time 
worshiping together, and the 
informal peer learning that always 
happened with an onsite school.

This was the final year for Taylor 
and Shelton to lead the Licensing 
School. Both say it has been an 
amazing journey getting to know 
new pastors and being a part of their 
journey.

Those who have completed the 
course through Candler School of 
Theology and the Missouri section 
of Licensing School are as follows:
• Elizabeth (Beth) Allen
• David Babb
• Bob Beaver
• Scottie Bons
• Shiela Boyles
• Isaac Gibson
• Stephen Grindle
• Bill Hargis
• Franz Kinkhorst
• Jesse Land

• Riziki Lubula
• Mary Nienhueser 
• Sabra Paulsmeyer
• William Purinton
• Destiny Sanders
• Tony Walker
• Chad Walters
• Kenneth Zahringer

Those who were only required to 
participate in the Missouri section 
of Licensing School are as follow:
• Christopher Chandler
• Larry Gallaher 
• Amanda Gastreich
• Cortney Inbody 
• Ben Lee
• Jacqueline McCall
• Andrew Nelson 
• Bob Niles
• George Pryor

At Annual Conference Session 
Rev. Terri Swan, interim chair of 
the Board of Ordained Ministries, 
thanked Taylor and Shelton for their 
hardwork and dedication. 

A task force led by Rev. Dr. Bruce 
Baxter has been formed to decide 
what Licensing School should look 
like for the next eight years.
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Missouri 
Responds to 
Global 
Health 

Needs

H ealth has moved to center stage for most 
of us. We are thinking about preventative 

care, access to medical facilities, and personal 
and public health supplies more than ever. 
The same is true for our sisters and brothers in 
Mozambique. 

Ezequiel Nhantumbo, the Mozambique 
Initiative Representative in Mozambique, 
recently detailed the state of the COVID-19 
emergency in Mozambique. Churches and 
schools are largely closed, medical clinics are in 
need of basic equipment and personal protective 
equipment, and those living on daily wages have 
been forced to make impossible decisions.

Amid this reality, the United Methodist 
churches in Mozambique and Missouri 
continue to respond. Healthcare continues to 
be delivered through places like Muadja Clinic, 
Chicuque Rural Hospital, the Center of Hope 
and mobile clinics. Plus, we’ve discovered new 
opportunities to reach out and offer hope during 
the pandemic.

Last month, solar panels were installed at the 
Muadja Clinic, a remote clinic in the northern 
province of Mozambique, Cabo Delgado. Since 
2019 the clinic has been serving the community 
by meeting urgent care and maternal health 
needs. Chillicothe UMC sacrificially supported 
Muadja’s construction, and First UMC Blue 
Springs helped equip the facility with solar 
equipment to ensure clean water. Collectively, 
these efforts have helped bring healthcare to 
an underserved community in the midst of the 
pandemic.

Mobile clinics and rural health posts have been 
extended in 2020 with the help of Manchester 
UMC in St. Louis. A new mobile clinic vehicle 
operating through the Center of Hope was 
purchased in early 2020, and a rural health 
clinic began in the community of Rovumo. 
The combination are extending the reach of 
healthcare in rural Mozambique. The people of 

BY LUCAS ENDICOTT
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Rovumo, for example, are 25 miles away from 
the nearest clinic. With poor roads and few 
resources, many walked to receive care. This 
is no longer their reality with a health post 
nearby. 

In May, the Rev. Arlindo Romao Zunguze, 
Director of Chicuque Rural Hospital, 
identified a need. He noticed that as people 
entered and left the hospital, they had no 
place to wash their hands. He partnered with 
a local contractor, and together they designed 
an off-grid hand-washing station. The cost 
to construct the station is approximately 
$400. First UMC Sikeston, St. Luke’s 
UMC in Kansas City and several individual 
donors contributed within a week to ensure 
that stations were immediately available at 
Chicuque. 

Since then, the Council on Ministries Team 
of the three Mozambican annual conferences 
met to asses needs. With the advisement of 

the technical-scientific 
committee, the team 
decided to expand 
the hand-washing 
station program. The 
goal is to have hand-
washing stations at 
all hospitals, schools, 
church missions, 
orphanages, elderly 
centers and churches 
across Mozambique. 
Individuals and 
churches are needed to 

continue to partner on this large, timely and 
important project. 

Throughout the pandemic, many have 
remembered that this is a global health crisis 
and have worked to help secure hand-washing 
stations, support the construction of clinics 
and equip mobile clinics. In the final months 
of 2020 will you consider how you might 
help? 

Perhaps your small group could support a 
hand-washing station? Maybe you could 
direct your Christmas Eve offering to help 
extend healthcare in Mozambique? Maybe 
your family would like to learn more about a 
specific project. However you might want to 
help, there is a way to make an impact in the 
life of someone in Mozambique. This work is 
exciting and ongoing, and we can all play a 
part.

Resources Available 
for Church Offerings
Mozambique Initiative staff have prepared ready-made resources 
for your church to use in worship. Visit www.mzinitiative.com/
experience-mozambique/resources to download the Appeals 
Package, which includes graphics and offering envelope templates. 
On that same web page you’ll find written prayers, calls to worship, 
sermon illustrations and more to help you promote the Mozambique 
Initiative in your ministry setting.

Support Global Health in Mozambique
• Donate online: Visit www.mzinitiative.com/donate
• Send a Check: make the check out to the “Missouri Annual 

Conference,” and write “Global Health” on the memo line. Mail 
the check to the address to: Lucas Endicott, The Missouri Annual 
Conference Office, 3601 Amron Ct., Columbia, MO 65202

• Text to Give: text the amount you’d like to give, plus the initials 
“MI” (For example, 50 MI) to 573-207-4546 and you will be 
directed through the rest of the giving process.
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Fall & Winter 
Seasonal Holidays
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W ith the number of COVID-19 cases 
across the country, fall and winter holiday 

celebrations are likely to look very different this year.

Adjust your church plans now for fall festivals, 
Halloween and Christmas. With a little creativity 
you can create celebrations that are fun and safe. 
Here are a few ideas to get the creative juices 
flowing.

Think Outside
Host your event outdoors, which is generally 
considered safer and easier.

Consider drive-by events. For Halloween, ask staff 
and volunteers to dress up and stand in the church 
parking lot as cars of costumed children drive by. 
Staff members can drop candy into bags or buckets 
extended from the windows of vehicles, or churches 
can opt to give each guest a single bag of goodies 
upon entry or exit. Instead of a Christmas service, 
host a live outdoor nativity scene or Christmas 
pageant in an area that can be viewed from vehicles.

Participate in a mobile parade. Ask members to 
watch from their windows, lawns or porches as your 
church parade drives through their neighborhoods.

Host a BYOF picnic. As much as the church loves 
a potluck picnic, families should host a bring your 
own food (BYOF) gathering to avoid a crowded 
serving line. If your church wants to provide food 
for the event, have prepackaged take-out/boxed 
lunch already set at each place. 

Observe local recommendations for the maximum 
number of people allowed for in-person gatherings. 
Ask families or groups to RSVP and, if needed, 
sign up for a time block to assure that you don’t go 
over the maximum allowed attendance. Set picnic 
tables (preferably with built-in benches that can’t be 
moved) or blankets on the lawn at a safe distance. If 
using tables, encourage children to participate in a 
contest to see who creates the best table decoration.
Entry and dismissal can be regulated for the event. 
The pastor or another church leader can lead a 
communal prayer and carefully distanced singing. 

Take a Note from the Big Box Stores 
& Restaurants
For an in-person indoor gathering, enforce social 
distancing with signs and floor stickers. Sites such as 
ping and signs.com and many others offer signs that 
can be downloaded and printed for free. 

BY TRICIA BROWN | UNITED METHODIST COMMUNICATIONS

Adjust Your Church Plans Now for Fall Festivals, 
Halloween, Thanksgiving & Christmas
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Regulate the flow and number of people entering the building. Like 
restaurants, use online forms for electronic check-ins or set up a 
drive up check-in. Take the name of the guests and a cell number 
where they can be reached. When it’s their turn to enter the event, 
text them. If the guests don’t have a phone, ask them to park in a 
designated waiting area until someone directs them to enter. 

Make sure that entrances and exits are clearly marked and 
separated to minimize contact. Doors in use should be propped 
open (but monitored) with the other doors locked. Designate a 
clear one-way flow. Use signs, arrows and a simple map to clearly 
indicate where each guest should enter and in what order. 

For trunk-or-treat, this may mean having cars parked in a 
U-shape where guests enter from one side, go to each car around 
the U and then exit at the last car. For an inside event, clearly 
number doors or booths that should be visited sequentially. A 
volunteer can monitor guests as they exit and alert the check-in 
volunteers when it’s safe to send in more.

Think Small & Intimate
Encourage small groups and Sunday school classes to host 
individual parties and dinners instead of a large church gathering.

If the church wants to maintain a standardized gathering, divide 
it into smaller time frames. Instead of hosting an event from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. for everyone, break the time into four 30-minute 
slots. Encourage guests to register or give specific times for entry 
and departure. For example, guests with the last names starting 
with A-H would come from 5:00 to 5:30 p.m., I-P from 5:30-6:00 
p.m., etc. If your church is very large, consider doing this over 
more hours and days to thin the crowd even more.

Know the Guidelines
• Keep cleanliness, minimal contact and social-distancing top of 

mind.
• Follow CDC recommendations for keeping your facilities clean.
• Avoid having to hand things to guests by using grab-and-go 

containers prefilled with candy, toys or presents laid out with 
separation on a table. (Wipe the table before restocking.)

• Assign monitors whose sole job is to frequently clean the 
bathrooms during the event.

• Provide appropriate personal protective equipment for 
volunteers, including face masks, hand sanitizer and gloves.

• Create inexpensive shields or barriers between guests and 
volunteers with clear shower curtains or plastic.

• Give volunteers sanitizing wipes or spray to regularly clean 
multi-use equipment.

Preparing for the 
Season of Hope in 
Unparalleled Times

In The Promise of Advent 
webinar series, host Rev. Adam 
Hamilton of Church of the 
Resurrection discusses church 
leaders’ hopes and concerns 
around Advent planning with a 
panel of pastors and experts. 

Their conversations help 
resource and inspire leaders 
struggling with planning for 
Advent and staying spiritually 
focused on its promise of 
redemption. The conversations 
are around topics such as:
• Translating in-person 

services to in-home and 
virtual environments

• Helping children and 
families celebrate Christmas 
in a meaningful way

• Preaching Advent’s message 
after a year of extraordinary 
loss and stress

To watch these webinars go to 
https://amplifymedia.com/the-
promise-of-advent.
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Charitable Traditions with a Twist
Arrange for parents to take their children to a 
nursing home or senior care facility to walk past 
outside windows while the residents watch.   

Set up a covered trailer and designate drop-off 
times for holiday donations for the needy, or arrange 
for congregants to leave their donations on their 
porches. Have a staff member or volunteer honk and 
wave when packages are retrieved. 

Create Thanksgiving or Christmas food baskets via 
an assembly line where social distancing is marked 
and mandated.

Continue to encourage volunteer service and 
donations. Many nonprofit organizations such as 
food pantries and homeless services are still in 
operation.

Be Especially Creative for the Kids
Ask congregants to help organize vehicle holiday 
scavenger hunts for the children or teens in your 
congregation. You can ask volunteers to prominently 
display a particular item (a cross, teddy bear, turkey, 
etc.) or give a list of specific items to participants. 
Families then drive around the designated area 
(town/community/neighborhood) to see how many 
items they find.

Since teenagers may have a particularly hard 
time social distancing, consider hosting a virtual 
gaming party. Participants can meet online to play 
everything from Scrabble to Fortnite.

When scheduling children’s activities, play games 
that naturally enforce social distance or recreate 
traditional games with social distancing in mind. 
(Think about how a cake walk works).

Host an online karaoke or dance party on Zoom 
or another group app. Designate a DJ and ask 
participants to request songs. You can even create a 
theme and ask everyone to dress up.

Set up a screen (or sheet) and a movie projector with 
speakers. Invite families to bring their own snacks 
and watch movies from their vehicles. 

Research New Alternatives
Remember, technology is your friend during this 
pandemic. Continue to use broadcast services and 
other events on Facebook, YouTube and your church 
website.

Host candlelighting services on Zoom or another 
group app. Ask families to prepare by gathering any 
needed supplies and then join together online at a 
designated day and time.

Encourage Sunday school teachers to continue to 
connect with their class members.

Create take-home Advent and children’s videos so 
families can watch and celebrate together.

When responding to the virus and planning a 
celebration in spite of it, you still need to consult 
resources about your latest local policies. Consider 
the health and well-being of your members and 
community. 

The remaining celebrations of 2020, like much 
of this year, will be different from how we ever 
imagined. The Coronavirus has changed our 
churches and our world. However, with faith and 
a little ingenuity, church celebrations can still be 
meaningful, fun and safe. 
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Barth, Bonhoeffer, Brueggemann, Calvin, 
Craddock, Luther, Moltmann, Tillich and Wesley. 

These are the names that line many pastors’ studies. 
They are the standards or “classics” of seminaries and 
theological education and preparation. Generations of 
preachers can be taught without ever mentioning the 
name of a Black preacher or a theologian of color. 

Culture coach Nikki Lerner asked a recent webinar 
audience, “How do you give voice to a diversity of 
leadership through your preaching and teaching 
resources?” We asked some of our pastors to share 
why a diversity of voices within your pastor’s study are 
essential to preaching, teaching and living a gospel-
centered life in 2020.

Rev. Russell Ewell, Sr. Pastor, 
Pitts Chapel (Springfield)
For the pastor of the historic 
Black church, Pitts Chapel in 
Springfield, Rev. Russell Ewell 
holds “a unique sitz im leben 
(setting in life) as both a black man 
and a pastor with a disability.” He 

says he approaches scripture through a hermeneutic 
of suspicion and empowerment, but love is always the 
basis for it.

Recalling Paul’s Letter to the Romans, Ewell shares, 
“If all the parts are not working together, the body is 
not working as fully as it should. It’s the same with 
theology, if voices are not represented, we are not 
working as well as we could, as the body of Christ, the 
Church, as we could.” 

Ewell encourages White colleagues to begin exploring 
and recommends engaging the American Association 
of Religion for recommendations on the newest 
scholarship with a diversity of theologians, and 
suggests one way to exposing congregations to diverse 

voices includes naming your sources in your preaching 
and teaching. 

“I would recommend that people come along as an ally, 
identify themselves that way and identify the sources 
you are using,” said Ewell. “Don’t hide the identities 
of the people on whose work you are standing. I invite 
allies to be a part of this work.”

Rev. Tracey Wolff, Pastor and 
Director of The Field Campus 
Ministry (Springfield)
Rev. Tracey Wolff believes a 
diversity of voices matter in biblical 
scholarship and preaching because 
her experience is limited. “I need 
to know something about the 

world and broader than my own. A variety of voices 
helps me broaden one’s view of God. I don’t want to 
offer anyone a limited version of God.”

When it comes to resources, she thinks about “What 
voices need to inform this sermon, teaching, bible 
study – whose voice would offer a perspective that 
would not be my own?” Two resources that are not far 
from her reach are True to My Native Land: African 
America New Testament Commentary and the Global 
Bible Commentary.

As pastors learn to embrace more diverse voices in their 
study, Wolff suggests giving yourself some time. “I 
would encourage to read a variety of Black theologians 
– one voice is just that. One voice,” she said. “Sit with 
it awhile. Then, see how that shapes you.”

Diversifying 
the Pastor’s Study

The theological works we use to inform 
our preaching and teaching can help 
center marginalized voices. 

BY KIM JENNE
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Rev. Elsie Quintanilla-Perez, 
Sr. Pastor, New Covenant (St. 
Louis) and Zion (Lemay)
Hispanic pastor Rev. Elsie 
Quintanilla-Perez offers a helpful 
reminder that theological resources 
are not found only in books. “It 
can also be found in the experience 

of listening to the voices of diversity. Have you ever 
visited or had the opportunity to be in a worship 
service that is different from your culture? We can 
never see the importance of diversity if we do not 
understand the other, only then do we learn to know 
him, see his pain, joys, failures and achievements.”

White pastors who do not realize the breadth and 
depth of non-White biblical resources may be tempted 
to jump in too quickly. 

“Many times, we want to defend other cultures, but 
we do not even know or understand them. It would be 
good before looking for non-White people’s books. We 
would set ourselves the task of trying to understand the 
roots of the cultural, social and racial problems faced 
by non-White people,” Quintanilla-Perez says.

“That understanding must often start from pastors, 
to be taught in their congregations. I have had 
experiences where racism does not come from the 
people in the congregation, but from those who lead 
the congregations.”

Rev. Dr. Antonio Settles, Sr. 
Pastor, Union Memorial
Non-White theologians shaped 
Rev. Dr. Antonio Settles’ 
understanding of God and the 
Church. “I learned that God is on 
the side of the oppressed through 
studying liberation theology and 

that the Church stands alongside the community, 
alongside the marginalized and oppressed.” 

He suggests checking out Howard Thurman’s works 
including: Jesus and the Disinherited, Disciplines of 
the Spirit and The Centering Moment. Non-White 
biblical resources often speak to the oppressed or 
silenced voices in the text. “Utilizing these resources 
would help White pastors to broaden their concept 
of suffering, particularly suffering for Christ,” Settles 
says.

The theological works we use to inform our preaching 
and teaching can help center marginalized voices. 
Settles thinks that centering the marginalized means 
“doing what Jesus did as found in Luke 4:18 when 
Jesus said that He came to set the captives free. Jesus 
was making the marginalized his primary focus. It 
means liberation, having compassion, offering hope to 
those who have not been included.”

Rev. Dr. Choongho Kwon, 
Associate Pastor, Platte 
Woods
Rev. Dr. Choongho Kwon believes 
a diversity of voices matter in 
biblical scholarship and preaching 
because it’s the basic nature of 
the biblical narratives. “There 

are two creation stories in just the first two chapters! 
Four Gospel stories. The Bible itself is an example of 
diversity of voices,” laughs Kwon. “That’s just how I 
read the Bible.”

As a Korean American pastor who emigrated to 
the United States 17 years ago, Kwon says, “I never 
regarded Abraham as an immigrant when I read that 
passage in South Korea. But now I read it as such 
because I am in a new place with a new identity.”

Where to Begin?
It can be overwhelming to know where to start with 
regards to your own study. We have begun an online 
bibliography of resources for you to check out at www.
moumethodist.org/diversifyingyourstudy.

If you would like to add a resource, please visit 
Diversity your Pastor’s Study bibliography at www.
moumethodist.org/diversifyingyourstudy.

“If voices are not represented, 
we are not working as well as 
we could, as the body of Christ, 
the Church, as we could.”
REV. RUSSELL EWELL
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This summer staff from the Office 
of Mission, Service, and Justice 

partnered with four local churches 
and two community agencies to 
distribute UMCOR grant money to 
combat food insecurity during the 
pandemic. Seventy one grocery gift 
cards valued at $210 and restricting 
alcohol/tobacco/firearms/lottery 
purchases were distributed to food 
processing facility workers. Read the 
original story in the August edition 
of The Missouri Methodists for more 
information at www.moumethodist.
org/missouri-methodists-issues.

As the cards were distributed by 
local pastors, lay leaders and agency 
representatives, data and feedback was 
collected to evaluate the grant program and shape the 
final report sent to UMCOR. 

“Originally, the goal was to distribute cards in seven 
different communities. We are excited to share the goal 
was surpassed, and cards reached 14 communities in 
five of our nine Methodist districts,” Sidney Everhart 
Community Engagement Specialist says. “Another 
objective was to work with rural communities as we 
recognize they have a desire to make a difference and 
connect with families in the area, but they do not 
always have access to resources and aid.” Twelve of the 
14 communities are considered rural by the Missouri 
Department of Health and Senior Services. 

There are food processing facilities of various sizes, 
corporate and locally owned, who employee a diverse 
group of workers from rural communities. Over 61% 
of recipients represented people of color and ethnically 
diverse backgrounds. The funds reached at least 221 
people in 71 households and at least 17 of the households 
had six or more individuals. 

“We are beyond grateful to hear the impact these funds 
had on families. By talking about these concerns, we 

have educated ourselves on the experiences of this 
population and have opened the door for conversations 
and partnership at the local level,” says Everhart says.

One church learned that the need sometimes extended 
beyond the food processing worker to a support 
network in their community. When the food processing 
employee was out of a job, their childcare provider was 
not needed, so their income was impacted as well. The 
effects rippled into the community. One of the recipient 
families has two children with disabilities; one parent 
works and the other stays home to care for the children. 
In their follow-up survey they noted, “We need lots of 
help and have many bills for our two sons. We were 
grateful for this special gift for food.” Another family 
has four children who have been at home during the 
pandemic. They explained, “It has been hard to have the 
children at home all day. Our expenses for food have 
been higher without the meals at school. We thank you.” 

These two experiences were similar to others who 
received the gift cards in terms of balancing life’s needs 
during a very uncertain time. The gift card could not 
change the challenges they faced, but many families 
expressed gratefulness for the relief and hope of 
groceries. 

BY SIDNEY EVERHART
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RURAL CONNECTION CONFERENCE TOPICS
• Starting the Conversation About Suicide: A Plan of Action and Resources for Local Churches (Presented by Jon 

Copeland)
• Help! How Can I Respond to the Emotions? (Presented by Amy Thompson, LCSW, LSCSW)
• Self-Care during COVID-19 (Presented by Mark Twain Behavioral Health out of Kirksville, MO)
• Resilience: Strength for These Days, Strain and Stress (Presented by Rev. Melissa Bailey Kirk)
• Loss Isn’t Little: Looking at How Grief/Loss Effects Folks and Learn Ways to Support Those Who Are Hurting 

(Presented by Elizabeth Dimmitt, Instructor at Northwest Missouri State University, Licensed Professional Counselor, and Lay 
Speaker)

• Acknowledge and Address Aging Adjustments: How the Church Family Can Accommodate and Assist our Elderly 
Parishioners (Presented by Elizabeth Dimmitt, Instructor at Northwest Missouri State University, Licensed Professional 
Counselor, and Lay Speaker)

• Soul Care in this Season of Life and Ministry (Presented by Rev. Jim Simpson)

RURAL CONNECTIONS 
CONFERENCE

The Mark Twain District, in partnership with the Missouri 
Annual Conference, is offering the Rural Connections 
Conference. An online conference, the focus will be on 
mental health during this time of isolation and disconnect. 

Experts in the following areas will offer their wisdom and 
guidance for challenging period in the lives of our churches 
and church members. With your registration you'll receive 
links to the session materials and links for each session. 

As a church you can decide what the best way is to share 
in this conference. You can split into small groups, stay as 
a large (socially distant) group, and also provide materials 
for church members who can't be there in person. All that 
is needed is a computer, screen and internet access. The 
following topics will available, and each church will decide 
which topics to engage.

RURAL
CONNECTIONS
CONFERENCE

EVENT INFORMATION
Location: Online Event | Cost: Free
Register: www.moumethodist.org/rural-connections-conference
Contact: John Pinkston at johnpinkstonii@gmail.com

OCTOBER 24, 2020
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M issouri Conference Lay Leader 
Amy Thompson opened her Laity 

Address at Annual Conference with the 
solemn acknowledgment that life has been 
different this year. The pandemic created a 
state of fear, anxiety and frustrations. 

There have been mixed messages about 
precautions, symptoms and treatments. 
It’s been an extended time of grief, with 
lost milestone moments like retirements, 
graduations and weddings, and even the 
inability to celebrate the life of a loved one 
with a funeral. 

At times like this, Thompson found herself 
referring to the Reuben Job book “Three 
Simple Rules for Wesleyan Living.” The 

book refers to the teaching of John Wesley 
as presented by Reuben Job as three simple 
rules to change the world. Thompson 
considered how the rules apply to life today.
 
Do no harm: Being on guard with actions, 
including silence. Supporting health and 
safety practices within communities. 

Do good: Adopting a proactive way of 
living, doing good to all and with all, even 
those with different opinions. Being called 
to be in ministry with, rather than for, 
those around us. 

Stay in love with God: Spiritual disciplines 
teach us to live our lives in harmony with 
something larger than ourselves. Living in 

Laity
Address
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harmony with God is to find our moral 
direction, our wisdom, our courage. These 
practices keep us positioned to hear and 
be responsive to the nudging of the Spirit. 
It is where our love for God is nurtured 
and sustained, our relationship is built and 
grown.

“Part of our growth in walking with 
Christ is nurturing our own soul. We 
may subscribe to individual practices of 

prayer, scripture reading, daily 
devotional,” Thompson said. 
“We may participate in small 
groups experiences. All of these 
practices nurture and sustain our 
relationship with God. These 
practices help us to hear God’s 
call on our lives and give us the 
opportunity to be responsive.”

Thompson referred to I 
Corinthians chapter 12, in which 
God calls people to use their gifts, 
and the book of Matthew, in 
which Jesus tells the disciples to 
share God’s love with others. 

“God calls each of us to respond. 
You are called. I am called,” 
Thompson said. “As I have 
answered God’s call of serving 
beyond the local church by 
continuing in this role for another 

quadrennium, my prayer for all of us is that 
you will notice how the Spirit is nudging 
you and discover your individual call.”
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The 2020 Quilt Auction will be held as an online only auction. The
in-person portion set for November 14th has been canceled. 

Event upd
ate!

FESTIVAL OF SHARING QUILT AUCTION

Festival of Sharing is excited to share this safe, accessible
opportunity with new and returning supporters in Missouri 
and beyond! Quilt viewing and bidding will be open 
November 5th-14th. For more information, visit 
festivalofsharing.org/quilt-auction. 
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As we navigate a pandemic that is not going 
to end soon, there is a constant struggle 
between whether to open churches to in-

person worship or to conduct worship, if at all, over the 
internet. It is not just a struggle between competing 
opinions but also within each human heart. We long 
to be physical, together, not only to fellowship but to 
actively worship as a community. But we also long to 
stay safe and keep others safe. 

Churches have responded to this situation in a variety 
of ways. In some cases, churches have come back 
together with serious and even deadly consequences. 
Others have managed to maintain some degree of 
social distancing. Some have met outdoors, and many 
have gone online. There has been much prayerful 
reflection on ways forward and a lot of Spirit-inspired 
creativity as a result. 

John Wesley does not have specific advice for dealing 
with a pandemic, but he does lay out some guidelines 
in his sermon “On Zeal” that maybe helpful. The 
purpose of the sermon was to distinguish true 
religious zeal from its counterfeit. The false version 
is zeal for opinions, wherein so many persons have 
been persecuted and killed in God’s name. True zeal 
is entirely different: “it is no other than the flame of 
love.” (I.3)

If that is true zeal, what should we be zealous for? 
Wesley imagines a set of concentric circles, each 
representing an object of true zeal, with the level of 
zeal increasing as one moves toward the center.

The outer circle is the church, both universal and 
local. The next circle within that are the ordinances of 
Christ, such as the Lord’s Supper, prayer, fasting, and 
“reading, hearing, and meditating” on scripture. These 
are the works of piety. (II.8)

Within this circle are the works 
of mercy. Wesley says we should 
show “zeal for works of piety; 
but much more for works of 
mercy; seeing ‘God will have 
mercy and not sacrifice’-that is 
rather than sacrifice. Whenever, 
therefore, one interferes with the 
other, works of mercy are to be 
preferred.” (II.9)

This, I think is our first clue 
about holding worship in a pandemic. Of course, we 
want to both worship God and care for others. But if 
forced into a choice caring for others takes priority.  
This doesn’t tell us exactly what to do: people need 
human contact but also need to be protected from the 
virus. But it does tell us that in putting people first we 
are not putting them before God because God has said 
that God wants mercy before sacrifice. 

In continuing his description, the next inner circle is 
holy tempers, what Paul calls fruit of the Spirit. Works 
of piety and mercy are things we do; holy tempers 
have to do with who we are. We should seek through 
God working in us with “lowliness of mind, meekness, 
gentleness, long-suffering, contentedness.” (II.10) “But 
of all holy tempers, and above all others,” Wesley says, 
“see that you be zealous for love!” (III.11)

This is our second clue, and the most important. 
Let love for God and others direct the decisions we 
make, not only in relation to the pandemic but in all 
things. We still make mistakes. But if we begin with 
love as our guiding motivation we are starting in the 
right place, the place that mirrors God’s love for us in 
Christ.

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology

WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY BY HAL KNIGHT
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Susan Brandes at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Susan Brandes at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App
The magazine is available via a free app on iPads or 
iPhones. Search the iTunes library for The Missouri 
Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like 
to share about the magazine, or if you want to connect 
Fred Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with 
a talented writer, photographer or videographer in your 
congregation, e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.
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MUSIC MATTERS BY RYAN MCLOUTH

As most of our churches have realized over the last 
few months, online representation is more important 
now than ever. We’re all wrestling with and learning 
how to share worship online, build video content for 
our websites and social media, and explore ways of 
improving. If your church was new to technology and 
online presentation before stay at home orders began, 
you may be looking for ways to take steps in bolstering 
the quality of your presentation. Though our first step 
will always be to ensure that the content we create 
is God-inspired, there are little things we can do to 
enhance as well.

My first recommendation would be to upgrade your 
camera. Some of us probably started several weeks ago 
by using the built in camera on our phone or tablet, 
while others may have already been using some simple 
camera setup. Regardless of your circumstances, here are 
some suggestions for different options you may pursue if 
you’re looking to upgrade.

Sony Handycam CX405 Flash Memory Camcorder 
— $230. This camera makes a great entry-level option 
that can be used in a stationary setting or on location. 
It is fairly simple for beginners to use, has an ergonomic 
design and provides a reasonably high-quality image for 
the price point. If you need a setup that works well for 
volunteers or individuals that are less tech-savvy, this is 
probably the option for you.

Canon XA11 Compact Professional Camcorder — 
$1,230. Are there steps between this model and the 
Handycam? Yes. Will you notice much difference? 
Probably not. This is a great next step if you’re ready 
to spend a little more. This camera records well in 
high definition, so the image will improve greatly in 
comparison to the former model. This piece also offers 
excellent low light resolution, user-friendly adjustment 

settings and great audio 
compatibility making it 
easy to plug standard XLR 
microphones directly into the 
camera.

Panasonic Lumix GH5 
Mirrorless 4k Camera with 
LEICA DG 12-60mm F2.8-4.0 Lens — $2,000. If 
you’re taking image more seriously and ready to spend a 
few bucks, this is the option for you. The image that this 
camera and lens provide is significantly greater than that 
of either of the aforementioned items. Being mirrorless, 
you’ll find that the resolution is much higher than most 
items in or below this price range and that the subject of 
your photos and videos will stand out significantly. The 
downside of this option is that there is a bit of a learning 
curve involved.

As a final thought, make sure you spend time doing 
your own research and consulting with experts on 
compatibility with your current circumstances before 
spending money. An upgrade is almost always helpful, 
but you want to ensure you’ll get the best use out of it as 
well!

Upgrades for Online 
Worship & Digital Content

Ryan McLouth, 
Worship Director, 

Woods Chapel Church
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THE MISSOURI METHODIST FOUNDATION

L ast month during a Foundation webinar with Joel 
Mikell of Horizons Stewardship, we were reminded 

eloquently of how our offering is an act of worship even 
in the digital age. The passing of the offering plate 
remains a symbol of how the act of giving is not only at 
the heart of our worship, but at the heart of our faith. 

Today, the offering plate is bigger than ever – and so 
are the needs of the world God loves. As the parable 
teaches, we are called by the Master to invest our talents 
in the world so they can be multiplied. 

Your Missouri United Methodist Foundation offers 
lots of ways for you to move your giving to a new level  
and to become a long-term investor in the work of the 
Kingdom. You can set up your own ministry investment 
fund and do a world of good. 

Donor Advised Fund
A Foundation Donor Advised Fund is a great way to 
manage all your charitable giving in one place. Donate 
to your fund anytime and decide later which charities 
you recommend to receive distributions. The new tax 
rules make this an even more attractive feature, allowing 
you to better manage the amount and timing of gifts to 
maximize deductions and tax savings – and that’s good 
stewardship! 

Establish your DAF by completing a brief 
administrative document and submitting an initial 
gift of at least $10,000. Your DAF is invested and the 
earnings compound tax-free. Gifts from your DAF to 
your church and other favorite charities can then occur 
later as you determine the timing and amount you wish 
to recommend with a simple advisory form sent to the 
Foundation office. 

Your DAF can even become a family project that shares 
important values of generosity and service. Involve your 
children or grandkids in learning about the ministry 
projects that they want to support. 

Designated 
Endowment Fund
The idea of 
a charitable 
endowment fund 
is simple: Invest 
the gift and use the 
earnings to sustain 
the charitable work. 
This is one of the 
primary reasons 
the Missouri 
United Methodist 
Foundation was 
created, and it 
remains the driving force behind the Foundation grant 
and scholarship programs. 

Endowments can be set up to sustain a particular 
ministry such as scholarships, mission projects or church 
development. A popular standard endowment simply 
supplies an annual income to a specific local church — 
effectively endowing an annual pledge and becoming 
a truly long-term investment in the future of the 
congregation. 

Start a fund today and add to it over time. In fact, 
some folks create a Donor Advised Fund with a plan to 
have it become a permanent endowment in the future. 
A gift through your estate plan can fund an existing 
endowment or start a new one and be an enduring and 
meaningful memorial carrying a family name into the 
future.

To learn more about these or other ways to become an 
investor in the ministries of your congregation, contact 
Rev. Laura Murphy, Director of Development at 
lmurphy@mumf.org . Visit the Foundation website at 
www.mumf.org or call 800-332-8238. 

INVESTING IN MINISTRY
Start Your Fund Today
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

Holy Health: Practical Self-Care and Stress 
Management to Protect your Mental Health
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2020

Contact: Maggie Lohmeyer, mlohmeyer@
moumethodist.org
Registration: www.nextgenumc.org/holy-health

Nearly two-thirds of students are found to have 
high levels of stress and anxiety. Did you know that 
there were plenty of people in the Bible who dealt 
with anxiety and stress? Join us for this NextGen 
Academy to learn practical ways to take care of 
both mind and body through applying scripture 
in order to comfort and heal. We'll hear from 
Compass Health Network on suicide, self-injury 
and how to help someone having suicidal thoughts. 
Register at www.nextgenumc.org/holy-health.

Rural Connections Conference
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2020 AT 9:00 AM

Contact: John Pinkston,  johnpinkstonii@gmail.com
Register: www.moumethodist.org/rural-missouri-
connection

The Mark Twain District, in partnership with the 
Missouri Annual Conference, is offering the Rural 
Connections Conference. An online conference, the 
focus will be on mental health during this time of 
isolation and disconnect. Experts in the following 
areas will offer their wisdom and guidance for 
challenging period in the lives of our churches and 
church members. With your registration you'll 
receive links to the session materials and links for 
each session. As a church you can decide what 
the best way is to share in this conference. You 
can split into small groups, stay as a large (socially 
distant) group, and also provide materials for 
church members who can't be there in person.
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BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT

A camera can teach you to see without a 
camera. At first, you’re learning to see 
is distracted by learning how to work 

the camera. As you gain familiarity with the 
camera’s features and functions, you focus 
less on the camera and more on the world 
seen through the lens. Eventually, you will 

see stunning images gifted to you by God 
whether the camera is with you or not. When is 
someone ready to be a District Superintendent 
(pastor or any Christian leader)? A new DS 
will not rise to the occasion if they have not 
used their life up to that point as God’s training 
ground. A personal relationship with God 

formed in private worship and transforming 
spiritual development in day-to-day life is 
much like the time spent learning how to work 
the controls on a camera. The leader will rise 
to the occasion to the extent they know the 
way, have gone the way and can focus on 
transforming the globe, as can we.


