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My family of four has been spending a lot of time together in the past few months, including 
a backpacking trip to Roosevelt and Glacier National Parks. You end up talking about a lot 
of things. Out of the blue my recent high school graduate asked, “What’s your best and worst 
experience in church?” The question was thrown out in a party-game like manner, not intended 
for deep analytical thought. 

My best: Lunchtime Lenten bible study with Rev. Jim Bryan at Missouri United Methodist 
Church. I didn’t want to go to this – I would prefer to go to the gym at lunch if I take a lunch 
break at all. But one year I decided to go because I thought I should, recognizing that my spiritual 
discipline practices during Lent were very weak. I found Bryan’s Bible studies to be refreshingly 
frank, well-thought out, insightful and relevant to the world we live in. I forced myself to go the 
first, and after that you couldn’t keep me from it. 

I don’t know if Jim took much pride in his Lenten lunch time bible studies. He was present at 
every church function, so it was hard to tell what he really valued. Although he had a good crowd, 
I was certainly the weakest Methodist in the room by a long shot. Everyone else there would have 
been in the “pillar of the church” category. Jim wasn’t going to introduce anyone to Jesus at this 
gathering – I think some of those people had known Jesus since Jesus was a kid.

My worst: My wife’s college roommate was getting married. My wife was out of the country but 
I was friends with the couple so I went. As far as I know neither of the couple were particularly 
religious – they didn’t attend church and have never mentioned anything even vaguely related 
to religion. They got married in her parents’ church, and the preacher thought he was at a tent 
revival. It was the most fire and brimstone sermon I had ever heard. I don’t recall any mention 
of the couple, love or the institution of marriage. I do recall that the wedding concluded with an 
altar call. In true evangelical service fashion, after several minutes of the preacher asking people 
to come forward, confess and give themselves to Jesus, a couple of probably the most religious 
people sacrificed themselves to go down front and rededicate their lives, just so the rest of us could 
get on to the cake and punch. I’m not sure the bride ever got kissed – I think the preacher skipped 
that part. 

I think the wedding preacher thought he was doing an extra-good job. I can’t say that I blame 
him. When you believe everyone who hasn’t come forward and dedicated their life to Jesus is 
going to burn for eternity in a lake a fire, that adds a degree of urgency to your evangelistic efforts. 
He had a church full of people who had never been there before and would probably never be 
there again. He probably thought he had one shot. Although the ceremony felt uncomfortable, 
awkward and inappropriate, I can hardly fault the guy for trying to follow his call. It’s just too bad 
that instead of drawing people toward church, he convinced people it was even worse than they 
thought it would be. 

This month’s magazine will feature a few more pieces of the longest Annual Conference Session, 
and things going on in United Methodist Churches around the state while much of the rest 
of the world seems to stand still. The Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation COVID-19 
projection currently stands at 208,255 deaths in the United States by November 1 – the highest 
the projection has ever been. 

This might be a good time for you to play “Best Experience You’ve Ever Had in Church,” and spend 
some time reflecting on what made it the best. You can skip the “Worst Experience” if you want.
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MISSION Making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.

VISION The Missouri Conference will 
relentlessly lead our churches to become 
outwardly focused and spiritually centered 
Christ followers.
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MESSAGE FROM BISHOP FARR

We are in a season of change everywhere 
we look. As we continue to walk 

through the ever-evolving COVID-19 
pandemic in our world, our country, our 
communities, our churches, and our individual 
lives, we are left wondering when is it all going 
to get better?

Impacting COVID-19 and everything else are 
the latest racial injustices, protests and cycles 
of violence related to the 600 year pandemic of 
racism in the United States, Missouri, and our 
individual lives. We are left wondering when 
will it change for the better?

Both pandemics, is our pervasive struggle with 
the future of The United Methodist Church. 
Right now, it is hard to figure out whether we 
should worship in person, or not. 

How do we plan future events and ministries? 

All these realities, in addition to the weight of 
grief and loss that each of us are individually 
feeling in these times, impact all our lives. Loss 
is all around us, loss of jobs, loss of lives, loss 
of routines, loss of social contact, loss, loss and 
more loss.

Things are changing! We are in a season 
of change. At the same time, the Missouri 

Annual Conference is in 
the midst its “normal” 
quadrennial changes. 

With two retirements 
and one move (Rev. Dr. 
Cody Collier, Rev. Dr. Jim 
Simpson, and Rev. Tina 
L. Harris), our staff is 
shifting. We welcome Rev. 
Sandy Nenadal, Rev. Dr. 
David Gilmore, and Rev. 
Sharon Williams to conference leadership. We 
give thanks to all the quadrennial clergy and lay 
leadership who have served on our boards and 
committees. 

We welcome new officers and leaders in their 
new roles for the next quadrennium. Things are 
changing.

If that is not enough, we are awaiting the 
postponed General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences and have been and will be 
experiencing a virtual Annual Conference 
Session. Things are changing.

So…now what? Where do we go from here?

I get reassurance from Paul’s words to the 
church at Corinth. In 1 Corinthians chapter 13, 

Bishop Farr,
United Methodist 

Church

Season of Change
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verses 12-13 it reads, “We don’t yet see things 
clearly. We’re squinting in a fog, peering through 
a mist.” Paul advises that we focus on three 
things, trust, hope, and love; “trust steadily in 
God, hope unswervingly and love extravagantly. 
And the best of the three is love.” Later in 
chapter 14 verse one, he goes on to say, “go after 
a life of love as if your life depended on it – 
because it does.”

On the other side of change is a new season, 
a potential for a new beginning, a refresher, a 
springtime, a new day! On the other side of the 
fog is a clearing; after a rain, a rainbow; after 
night, comes day.

But in the meantime, in the in-between times, 
the scripture tells us to remain focused on 
these three things; trust, hope and love and the 
greatest of these is love. 

May it be so in our lives and churches. God 
bless you and know that God is walking with us, 
through us, and in us toward a new day!

In Christ,

Bishop Farr, Missouri Conference 
of The United Methodist Church
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T he Missouri Annual Conference 
was recently awarded $15,000 to 
be used for food security efforts 
for food processing facility 

workers in Missouri. In April, the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief launched a 
giving campaign called “Sheltering in Love” 
as part of a larger effort to support vulnerable 
communities in the U.S. and around the 
world in the fight against COVID-19.  

Communities could apply for a rapid 
release grant from these funds to address 
a variety of immediate needs exposed 
by the pandemic, including health, food 
insecurity, water, sanitation and hygiene, and 
economic instability. The Mission, Service 
and Justice team saw a need in Missouri. 
Sidney Everhart, Community Engagement 
Specialist, and Lucas Endicott, Associate 
Director, were aware that disruptions in the 

food supply chain might create vulnerability 
among food processing workers. 

In partnership with several local churches 
across Missouri, Alcohol/Tobacco/Firearms/
Lottery Prohibited gift cards were being 
distributed through the month of July to 
workers in the food processing industry who 
may be experiencing a time of economic 
hardship that could impact their access to 
sufficient, safe, and nutritious food. 

“The pandemic has shed light on the 
experiences of some food processing workers. 
It can be difficult for the workers to space 
out in these environments, putting them at 
a higher risk for spreading and contracting 
COVID-19. There is also a chance they could 
bring the virus home and expose other family 
members,” explains Sidney. Missouri has a 
variety of food processing facilities ranging 

During the COVID-19 Crisis
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from large corporations to small, locally 
owned businesses and many of which are in 
more rural areas. 

The gift cards were preloaded with $210, 
an estimate from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture as to how much a family of 
four spends on groceries a week. California 
UMC, Oakton Methodist Church, First 
UMC of Sedalia, First UMC of Kirksville, 
First UMC of Sikeston, and the Migrant 
Farmworkers Assistance Fund are among the 
partners helping to reach 71 families from at 
least 7 different communities in Missouri. 

“These workers are an essential part of our 
food supply chain and help other families 
put food on their tables. If they experience 
a time of illness, unemployment, or 
underemployment, we hope these funds to 
buy groceries will ease their stress and worry 
so they can focus on taking care of their 
families and staying healthy,” says Sidney. 

The MSJ team is excited to work with local 
churches and organizations to distribute 
these funds and hope the experience fosters 
more connections and relationships within 
the communities. 

“These workers are an essential 
part of our food supply chain 
and help other families put
 food on their tables.” 
SIDNEY EVERHART
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NextGen 
Ministry Makes 
an Impact BY REBES BENNETT
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Throughout the past year, the office 
of Next Generation Ministries 

has heard several stories about the 
impact of their ministry work. 

The Neighborhood College Ministry 
took a mission trip to Puerto Rico 
that resulted in a new student 
joining the leadership team. Before 
the trip, student leader Keisha, was 
talking about the upcoming trip with 
some friends. Keisha’s friend Anna, 
decided to go on the trip as well and 
she has since joined the leadership 
team and is currently a college intern 
for Missouri UMC. 

LEAP 2020 was a one-day student 
conference that took place in 
February 2020. The conference 
included worship, workshop, service 
opportunities and games. A few 
months after the conference, a 9th 
grader who attended a creativity 
workshop, personally wrote the 
workshop leader to thank them for 
inspiring the student to start writing. 
The student was so inspired by the 
workshop that they began to write 
poetry and entered a poem into their 
school’s writing contest. 

NextGen Academy in fall of 2019 
was a powerful experience. This 
NextGen Academy took place at 
Venture Out, which is a team-
building challenge course in 
Columbia, MO. All the groups did 
a great job bridging the gap and 
helping one another succeed. At the 
end-of-day debrief, a student shared 
they thought they would be “hanging 
out with friends and instead they 
built new friends and community.” 

The Office of Next Generation 
Ministries made the difficult 
decision to cancel the entirety of 
their NextGen track for mobile 
camping for summer 2020. The 
team is already planning for 2021 
to seek a safe way to host camp and 
promote faith formation in the next 
generation. 

Through NextGen Gatherings and 
NextGen Academy, NextGen is 
continuing to engage in important 
conversations about mental health, 
anti-racism and diversity and faith 
development. Follow NextGen on 
social media @nextgenumc and visit 
the website www.nextgenumc.org.
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BY REBES BENNETT

COVID-19 in 
Mozambique

L
ike Missouri, COVID-19 has had 
a huge impact on Mozambique. 
The Mozambique Initiative is in 
a unique position to help alleviate 

unnecessary human suffering related to 
COVID-19: specifically, mobile clinics and 
water and sanitation. In both Missouri and 
the Mozambique Initiative, we continue to 
make a difference in the world through our 
relationship.

Since church services are not able to meet, 
most churches are unable to collect offerings. 
Most pastors in Mozambique rely on 
offerings to pay their salary. Many pastors 
and their families are going hungry and are 
vulnerable to contracting the virus since they 
are unable to afford masks. The Mozambique 
Initiative was able to send financial support 
to Mozambique, for struggling pastors to 
purchase masks and food.

The impact of generosity in the past year has 
allowed important work in the following 
areas: public health programs, safe water, 
humanitarian relief efforts after cyclones Idai 

and Kenneth, pastoral and church support, 
leadership development and support for 
orphanages and senior centers. 

If you or your church would like to 
partner with the Mozambique Initiative, 
contact Rev. Dr. Lucas Endicott 
lendicott@moumethodist.org. Follow the 
Mozambique Initiative on social media @
mozambiqueinitiative and check out the 
website at www.mzinitiative.com.
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Stay up-to-date with breaking news, 
upcoming events and important 
information from the Missouri United 
Methodists by subscribing to Net News.

www.moumethodist.org/stayconnected

Subscribe 
to Net News
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BY REBES BENNETT

Outstanding in 
Their Faithful 

Service

MOAC20 AWARDS
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Unity Award
Marsha Eagan 
The Unity Award celebrates the spirit and 
work of an individual in light of the values 
of the Conference with particular emphasis 
on inclusiveness, justice and worth. 

This year’s Unity Award recipient is Marsha 
Eagan. Eagan seeks to transform her 
community through discipleship. 

She serves both her local church and 
district, and within the Aurora community 
with Project RISE, Reaching Independence 
through Support and Education. Eagan 
started the Aurora extension of this 
program to further Aurora UMC’s outreach 
ministries. Families connected to Project 
RISE work in the church’s garden to build 
community while learning new socio-
economic skills and creating economic 
viability. 

The Missouri Conference would have loved to given 
this year’s award recipients their time on stage at 
Annual Conference Session, but having the session 
transition to an online event does not diminish 
the gratitude and respect extended to this year’s 
winner for their outstanding efforts in their service 
to Jesus Christ. 

Marsha Eagan
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ONE Matters 
Discipleship Award
Valley Park UMC, 
Gateway Central 

The ONE Matters Discipleship Award 
recognizes churches who in recent years 
have moved from zeros in baptisms and 
professions of faith to positive numbers with 
a renewed focus on intentional discipleship. 

The recipient of this year’s ONE Matters 
Discipleship Award is Valley Park UMC. 

Between 2018-2019, Valley Park UMC 
doubled its professions of faith. This year’s 
confirmation class included an adult who 
attended the discipleship course, received 
mentorship, and was baptized with the class. 

Valley Park has grown its worship 
attendance over the last two years. It 

has strong and committed members that 
are dedicated to serving the Valley Park 
community. Led by lay supply pastor, Jewell 
Brodie, Valley Park UMC is energized and 
casting vision for its future.

Jewell Brodie

Valley Park UMC Serves the Community with Christmas Presents, Laying Wreaths, Thanksgiving Events, Baptisms & Sanctuaries
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Harry Denman Evangelism 
Award for Clergy
Rev. Jeremy Vickers

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award 
honors one lay member and one clergy person 
for their exceptional ministry of evangelism 
– expressed in Word (what), Sign (why) and 
Deed (how) – that brings people into a life-
transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. 

This year’s clergy recipient of the Henry 
(Harry) Denman Evangelism Award is 
Rev. Jeremy Vickers. Due to his missional 
commitment to growth, in the 16 years 
Vickers has served Grace UMC in Lee’s 
Summit, the average attendance has grown 
by nearly 500. Vickers has a clear vision 
for the church and ministry within the 
community while cultivating a strong 
leadership team that uses their gifts to 
multiply the church.

Harry Denman Evangelism 
Award for Laity
Kelly Morton

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award 
honors one lay and one clergy for their 
exceptional ministry of evangelism – 
expressed in Word (what), Sign (why) and 
Deed (how) – that brings people into a life-
transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. 

This year’s lay recipient of the Henry 
Denman Evangelism Award is Kelly 
Morton. Morton started the Alpha program 
at La Croix Church, and her dedicated 
leadership has led to the program’s success. 

She continues to keep the Alpha team 
focused, accountable, motivated and 
committed to winning people to Jesus 
Christ.

Jeremy Vickers Kelly Morton
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Clergy 
& Clergy 
Spouse 
Memorials
This year, with the inability to meet in person for MOAC20, the memorial 
service is unfortunately unable to happen. To honor the 2019-2020 
memorials, the Office of Connectional Ministries has created a memorial 
video that will be available on the MOAC20 Vimeo channel. You can view 
a full list of the clergy and clergy spouse memorials in the conference 
workbook which can be downloaded at www.moacinfo.com.

BY REBES BENNETT
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Thomas Adams Winnifred Anglin Gary Allen Carter Richard CombsDonald Beard

Jackie Daniel Darlene Davidson Betty Eaton Velma FeltJames Downing Sr.

Harriet Fortel Betty Frame Gerald Allen Grider Joao Guezi GujamoMary Lue Garver

Ray Hartbarger Marc Hibbard Lisa Scott Joiner Dorsey LevellKolleen Howard

17www.moumethodist.org



Sidonia Mabilane Lynn Malone Sally Marble Henry Bo MasonFelisberto Manganhela

John Maynard Glenna McVeigh Alcinda Ndapepa Christy OettingBrent Mustoe

Keith Berry Oval  Cesar Seventine Phongo Charles L. Reed

Daniel Schores

 Fernando Quilambo

R. Seaton Schroeder Marilyn Seibert Elizabeth Ruth TuckerWillard Bud Snyder

Neva Reece
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MUSIC MATTERS BY RYAN MCLOUTH

Ryan McLouth, 
Worship Director, 

Woods Chapel Church

F eeling fatigued by COVID-19? You’re 
not alone. Some of us have reopened our 
churches at this point, and others of us 

may still be temporary closed. At this point we 
all agree that worship ministry has changed 
and connections outside of in-person worship 
are more of a priority than before. That means 
something different to every church, but I think 
there are some common threads that we’re all 
noticing: online presence is a priority and getting 
stuck in a rut is a real threat to our success 
no matter how you define it. Here are some 
suggested ways to get out of a rut.

Don’t be afraid of trying something 
completely different. 
I get it; we work in churches where people tend 
to be extremely apprehensive about change. 
From adding projectors to singing new songs, 
we’ve seen it all. Having said that, our current 
circumstances have added so many variables to 
our ministries that now may be the time to seize 
the day if you were looking for an opportunity to 
shift something.

Keep it fresh. 
If you’re willing to introduce something new, try 
doing it regularly. Even if it is something small 
that seems insignificant, people will notice. These 

are the factors that can 
keep congregants on their 
toes and grab the attention 
of guests. Try brand new 
songs, a completely different 
style of music, or involve 
elements you may not have 
used in the past.

Change the scenery. 
If you’re still doing online-only worship, consider 
preaching or leading worship from an alternative 
location than you’ve been using. Maybe from a 
location that is relevant to your community, from 
your home, or if you haven’t been using your 
worship space perhaps try that. Make sure to 
examine the why behind the location. Preaching 
in front of your favorite coffee shop just to preach 
in front of your favorite coffee shop is probably 
not the right thought process.

Remember that if you feel like you’re in a rut, 
you’re not alone. We’re all struggling in different 
ways right now and wrestling with what our 
churches will look like in the future, but we’re all 
in this together. If you need to talk through ideas 
for your worship service or have any questions, 
feel free to reach out anytime. You can contact 
me at ryanm@woodschapelchurch.org.

Three Ways to 
Combat COVID-19 
Worship Fatigue
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Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology

WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY BY HAL KNIGHT

A recent book by Mark Galli raises a 
critical question: When Did We Start 
Forgetting God? (Tyndale, 2020) It 
is a provocative and convincing read. 

Although written especially to evangelicals, Galli 
is clear that he is identifying a problem for all 
American Christians in our consumerist, pragmatic, 
and busy culture.

This is not a new problem. John Wesley said the 
same sort of thing in 18th century England. The 
cause of our forgetting God he calls “dissipation.” 
We are, he said, “encompassed on all sides with 
persons and things that tend to draw us from our 
centre.” (“On Dissipation” 6) The things that pull 
us away from God can range from “the hurry of 
business” to “fondness for diversions” and “silly 
pleasures.” Dissipation can afflict even those who are 
drawn from God “by close attention to any worldly 
employment, suppose it were of the most elegant 
or the most important kind.” One can “be as much 
dissipated from God by the study of mathematics or 
astronomy as by fondness for cards or hounds.” (12)

In Reaching for the Invisible God (Zonderan, 
2000) Philip Yancey notes how “an accumulation 
of distractions-a malfunctioning computer, bills 
to pay, an upcoming trip, a friend’s wedding, the 
general busyness of life-gradually edges God away 
from the center of my life”(p. 189) I would add that 
even ministry or the church can slowly but steadily 
displace God.

When this happens the resulting way of life 

eventually becomes 
“normal.” Wesley says 
that a dissipated person 
is one who is “habitually 
inattentive to the presence 
and will of his Creator.” 
(“On Dissipation,” 12). 
Dissipation, then, is “the 
art of forgetting God.” 
(“Walking by Sight and 
Walking by Faith,” 20)

So how do we cultivate a 
habitual remembering of God instead of forgetting 
God? The “radical cure of all dissipation” is faith that 
works by love. (“On Dissipation,” 16) We continue 
in the faith, setting God before us always. Early 
Methodists did this through means of grace: daily 
devotions and weekly worship, most especially the 
devotional reading of scripture, prayer, and the 
Lord’s Supper. At their weekly class meetings they 
discussed how they had done the previous week in 
keeping to this spiritual discipline. 

It is in this way we open our hearts to the Holy 
Spirit, who not only enables our growth in the 
knowledge and love of God, but shapes us into 
God’s image such that we can increasingly love one 
another as God has loved us. This, for Wesley, is 
what salvation is: the love and desire for God filling 
our hearts and becoming a fountain of praise and 
thanksgiving to God, as well as an outflow of love to 
all persons and the entirety of creation. 

When Did We Start 
Forgetting God?
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The General Commission on Archives and History of The United Methodist 
Church is offering a Local Church Historian School for church historians —
or anyone interested in the story of their church.

The LCHS curriculum will cover a wide range of skills necessary to become 
a “complete” church historian. Participating congregations will benefit from a 
new consciousness of their heritage and legacy and will be motivated to study 
and proclaim their unique stories to those around them.

This is the same school developed and offered by the Indiana Conference in 
the past, now updated, and being offered by the General Commission on 
Archives and History to any United Methodist church globally.

The school will begin on September 14, 2020. Plan now to use this 
opportunity to ensure that the heritage of each of our churches will be 
celebrated and that each church can receive the full benefit of its own 
amazing story.

REGISTER FOR FREE
http://gcah.org/resources/local-church-historian-school
The only prerequisite for LCHS is access to dependable 
email service. Minimal computer skills are required.
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Amid one of the many days during the stay at home 
order, I found myself cleaning out closets and 

drawers in my house and boxes in my basement. In one 
of cleaning frenzies, I found an old blue bracelet with 
the letters WWJD stitched on it. Some of you may 
remember that years ago we had a wave of purchasing 
these bracelets and wearing them to remind us to make 
a good decision, the choice that Jesus would make if 
in a similar situation. This bracelet with the initials 
of WWJD lived on my wrist for a couple of years and 
served as a reminder for me to pause and consider 
what Jesus would do before responding to the situation 
before me.  

As I cradled the bracelet in my hand, a wave of emotions 
flowed over me as I pondered the news feed that 
highlighted another day of record numbers for positive 
COVID-19 cases, the story of a child killed by a stray 
bullet while sleeping in his home, the lack of access to 
devices and internet for a large majority of children from 
a neighborhood school in Detroit, the pilot project of a 
mental health worker and paramedic responding with 
police officers to certain 911 calls, and finally a peaceful 
protest outside a state capitol. A wave of emotions that 
left me wondering what would Jesus do?

I dream of a world that we do not need a bracelet with 
these letters to remind us how to act and how to treat 
others. But the reality is we often need to be reminded 
that Jesus did act differently in the crowds. Jesus did not 
adhere to the status quo. Jesus did not follow the routine 
of this is how it has always been done. Jesus challenged 
thoughts, interactions, and procedures. Jesus saw 
everyone as children of God and worthy of love.
As we continue to see evidence of inequality, oppression, 
and social injustice, we as Christians ought to ask 
ourselves how we can respond. Even lifting up this 
question causes me to pause and acknowledge my fears. 
Maybe you share in similar fears; fear of saying or doing 
the wrong thing, fear of not knowing what to do, fear 

of the unknown, fear of change. I 
also fear that my motives will be 
interpreted as trying to do good to 
feel better about the situation or 
myself. We should be responding 
because people are hurting, and 
people are being treated unfairly. 
We should be responding because 
that is what Jesus would do.

What are your feelings about 
racism? What are your thoughts about generational 
poverty? How can you engage in your community to 
support children in equal access to education? What 
gaps are there in accessing mental health and health 
care in your county? How can you support better 
inclusion practices within your place of employment 
or in your community? Are you willing to be 
uncomfortable in order to engage in conversations 
about some of these topics?
 
I am asking each of us to be vulnerable. If you have 
spent any time around me, you have heard me talk about 
Brené Brown. She spends her life teaching us about 
vulnerability, shame and courageous leadership. I read 
this quote from her recently. 

Are you willing to respond and see our connection 
as children of God? I encourage you to get curious. 
I encourage you to get closer. I challenge you to ask 
questions. I challenge you to try to connect. I challenge 
you to take these steps with a friend, with a small group, 
with your family. Be bold, be courageous, be vulnerable!

Amy Thompson, 
Missouri Conference 

Lay Leader

LAITY VOICES BY AMY THOMPSON

"When you are really struggling with someone, and it's someone 
you're supposed to hate because of ideology or belief, move 
in. Get curious. Get closer. Ask questions. Try to connect. 
Find something. Remind yourself of that spiritual belief of 
inextricable connection: How am I connected to you in a way 
that is bigger and more primal than our politics?" BRENÉ BROWN
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

MOAC20: Service of Ordination
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 AT 2:00 PM

Livestreamed with limited in-person attendance.
Visit moacinfo.com for more information.

MOAC20: Service Of Commissioning
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 AT 4:00 PM

Livestreamed with limited in-person attendance.
Visit moacinfo.com for more information. 

Faith & Race Curriculum 
Trainer Webinar
THURSDAY, AUGUST 6 AT 11:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 

Webinar Registration: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/776598664959220494

The Faith and Race podcast is a great resource for anyone 
who wants to listen and educate themselves on topics 
surrounding race. Season 1 was recorded in 2015-2016 with 
accompanying curriculum for small group use. Join Rev. 
Diane Kenaston in a trainer webinar on how to lead a small 
group using the podcast and accompanying curriculum.

Listen & Subscribe to the Podcast: moumethodist.org/
faithandracepodcast 

Event Information: https://www.moumethodist.org/
eventdetail/14122946?month=8&year
=2020&day=1&display=m

Moto Rally for Mozambique
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 TO SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER

Save the date to join Bishop Farr and support the 
Mozambique Initiative! Bishop Farr will lead riders on two 
separate rides on Sept. 19-20, 2020 to help raise money 
for motorcycles in Mozambique. Pastors in Mozambique 
often travel long distances on foot to support the life of the 
church. The cost of a motorcycle in Mozambique is $2,500. 
Stay tuned for more information on routes and consider how 
you might be able to support this exciting ride!
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BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT

There are many ways to show love. What 
readily comes to mind is to simply 
and authentically say “I love you.” This 

recent picture shows another love language. 
At our parsonage, we’ve needed a few boards 
replaced on the back deck. Three retired men 
in the congregation took it upon themselves 

(with Board blessing) to totally rebuild the 
deck. It was hot, hard work and they labored 
without complaint and at personal sacrifice. 
The resulting deck is better than what was 
there before. This screamed to me (their 
pastor) and my family “We love you.” Noticing 
them by creating this picture is my response of 

“I’m listening.” My contemplative photography 
is a journey into visual listening. Paul Tillich is 
right in his ontological book “Love, Power, and 
Justice” when he asserts that the first duty, 
the first task of love is to listen. This is true in 
any person-to-person encounter. Listening is 
one of the most important signs of love.


