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The Beginning of Annual Conference
Since the inception of The Missouri Methodist in 2013, the July issue has been a big one. It covers 
all of Annual Conference Session, and although we squeezed session down from four days to 
three, there’s still enough going on to fill a magazine to twice its normal size. 

We were going to have a three-day Annual Conference this year, but instead it will take place 
over the course of about four months. You would think that would make my job easier, but now 
that we’re well into the new model, I have to say I miss the big three days and done. 

This month you’ll get opening worship from Bishop Farr and his state of the Conference speech. 
Both are available in full on the Conference Vimeo channel. There’s also a feature on our retirees, 
a video of that will be available as well. In upcoming issues you’ll get Conference reports, 
ordination, the business of Annual Conference and other typical Annual Conference news. In the 
midst of Annual Conference, the world is changing around us. Many people who used to respond 
to Black Lives Matter with All Lives Matter have learned how hurtful that can be to people who 
have been treated like their life doesn’t matter. 

When our Bishop voiced his concern about police using tear gas to remove peaceful protestors 
from a churchyard near The White House, I received a message from a concerned reader who 
felt his concerns were based on a false report. It was a polite, courteous message. Many of the 
comments on the bishop’s Facebook post were not. For the next few days, the debate about this 
specific issue wasn’t about whether protestors were forcefully removed, but a nuanced definition of 
tear gas. There’s a reason the police objected to reporters calling it tear gas and stated it was only 
“pepper balls.” Pepper balls make your eyes involuntary close, your face burn and cause you to 
remove yourself from the area they are being deployed – which is the same effect as “tear gas.” 

In other news, social distancing restrictions are loosening as coronavirus numbers are rising. As 
nonsensical as that sounds, we have “flattened the curve” to the degree that our health care system 
should be able to not become too overwhelmed with hospital admissions rise, at least not here in 
Missouri. That doesn’t mean we’re not still in for hard times. Overall projections for infections 
have gotten worse. At the time of time writing, the IHME projects 170,000 deaths nationwide 
by October 1, with infections slowing tapering down until September, then rising sharply again 
going into November.

In late May this magazine received two awards at the recent United Methodist Association 
of Communicators annual meeting, which was transitioned to an online event. The magazine 
placed second in the magazine category for Annual Conferences/Local Churches. The online 
edition of the magazine received first place in the electronic publication for Annual Conferences/
Local Churches. I would like to extend thanks and congratulations to Rev. Eric Mattson, Rev. 
Hal Knight, Amy Thompson, Ryan McLouth, Bishop Farr and David Atkins. Their voluntary 
contributions each month give me a very solid foundation to build the news content upon each 
month. I would also like to thank designer Sarah Carnes, who has an eye for detail and talent 
for putting my mess of photos and text together in a way that engages the reader, and to all of 
the people at Brown Printing/Modern Litho in Jefferson City who do an outstanding job on 
printing and mailing this magazine to you each month. All of these people are key in making this 
magazine a useful way for us to stay connected. 
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MISSION Making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.

VISION The Missouri Conference will 
relentlessly lead our churches to become 
outwardly focused and spiritually centered 
Christ followers.
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It seems like yesterday when I found myself at the 
church kneeling rail during a morning altar call and 
responded to a call to ministry at the Historic Black 

Church, Clark Memorial United Methodist Church 
in Nashville, Tenn. The constant nudging during high 
school and before became too great for me to ignore 
by my first year of college. At an early age, I had felt a 
bit embarrassed when friends, members and teachers 
called me “Rev.” And after seeing a heated church 
meeting one evening, I wondered why anyone would 
want to be a pastor of a church. 

The path I would eventually take became clear. Then 
the opportunity to witness the prolific voices of leaders 
from my seminary days in Atlanta such as Howard 
Thurman, Joseph Lowery and Martin Luther King, Sr., 
added to the fire in my soul. They helped to shape the 
important qualities of leadership that I feel continue to 
be important for leaders in ministry today: integrity, 
humility, love and courage at its best. 

As I prepare to retire this year after 44 years of ministry, 
I would like to share these lessons, or reminders, that 
have been influential in my own ministry. I pray they will 
be lasting practices for church leaders in the days ahead. 

Cultivate a deep spiritual life. 
This is a lifelong process sometimes known as 
sanctification or, as John Wesley called it, “becoming 
perfected in love.” Spiritual disciplines are the building 
blocks of discipleship and how we best grow as fully 

devoted disciples of Jesus. It was the late pastor and 
bishop, Rueben Job, who taught me: “It’s amazing what 
we can learn from the One who loves us without limits, 
and who is the source of our strength, when we lean 
into the scriptures and the daily practice of prayer – 
rather than sit back and wait for what we want to hear.” 

Know your why.
A clear sense of purpose enables you to focus your 
efforts on what matters most, compelling you to take 
risks and push forward regardless of the obstacles. 
During my college days at Tennessee State University, 
I was blessed to sit a few seats away from a student 
who had a passion for communication and reaching 
out to people who often felt forgotten and without a 
voice. She knew I took good notes in class and asked to 
borrow mine one day as she was struggling to keep up 
in the class. I often admired her ability to stay focused 
and resilient in the face of critics as the first African 
American woman TV news anchor in the area. Today, 
Oprah Winfrey has inspired and equipped millions 
of people – just like you – to read each day in order 
to feed your mind, body and soul as you work toward 
achieving your goals and living a purposeful life. 

Diversity makes the church more vital, 
creative and alive.
Parker J. Palmer reminds us that people from different 
backgrounds know different things and have different 
ways of interpreting what they know, “As we come 
together in a ‘dialogue of difference; the collective 

MESSAGE FROM CODY COLLIER

Leadership Lessons That 
Have Shaped My Ministry

“My advice for a successful ministry is to love the people you are called to serve.” 
BISHOP W.T. HANDY, JR.
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becomes smarter than 
any individual in it.” 

When I was appointed 
to a predominantly 
white church many 
years ago, I was 
informed by a key leader 
in the church that a 
construction worker 
who was a member just 
had a heart attack. The 
leader informed me that 
I should not go to the 
hospital but let someone 
else visit because the 
member and his family 
would not welcome 
an African American 
pastor. I decided to go to 
the hospital. I entered a 
crowded room of family 
members and introduced myself as their new pastor. 

No one said anything to me. I simply went to the corner 
of the bed and prayed for the member. As I got ready 
to leave with a doctor who had come in the room, the 
member said, “Pastor, you are coming back?” When I 
said yes, he responded, “Good, I need you here.” 

Again, the room was silent as I left. Following a heart 
procedure and a few weeks at home, the member and 
a few of the family came to church even though he 
had not been there in years. Over my lifetime, I have 
experienced our fear of the “other.” But we must move 
toward whatever we fear and not away from it. As we 
face such divisive times and systemic racism, the church 
must have the moral imagination to see diversity as a 
gift and a way of embracing the human family.

Remember in all stages of life, God is not 
distant, but with us always.
 It is not in God’s nature to be distant. The central 
event in the story of salvation, the Incarnation, is all 

about God entering our experience, not departing 
from it. Immanuel means God with us! God will not 
and does not ever want to be distant from us. God has 
not done this in the past, God is not doing it now, and 
God will not do it, ever. Paul reminds us: God will be 
with us no matter where we are or the circumstances 
we face on the journey. Our Creator and Sustainer is 
always seeking to shape us, breathe into us and give us 
new life.

Brothers and Sisters, please know you are greater than 
your circumstances, more courageous than your fears. 
The struggle is real, but you are strong. Life is tough, 
but you are tougher. You’ve got this, and God’s got you! 
God bless you and your loved ones as you continue to 
preach the gospel, tend the flock, comfort the afflicted 
and care for the needy.

This is part of an excerpt from a longer article, Leadership 
Lessons that Have Shaped My Life. 
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Rev. Cody Collier grew up near the United Methodist 
Publishing House in Nashville, and had the opportunity 
to get to know a lot of United Methodist leaders when 
his family hosted them when they came to town. 
Bishop Handy heard Collier preach one Sunday, and 
reached out to him about a position that was open in the 
Missouri West Conference. 

It was the opportunity he was waiting for. He had 
been hoping to move into adjudicatory leadership but 
didn’t find his current conference to be very inclusive in 
matters of race or age. So he left a twin sister and the 
rest of his family in Tennessee and moved to Missouri. 

The position was Associate Council Director. Collier 
was to oversee evangelism, ethnic minority local 
churches and camping. 

Following that, Collier served local churches, then was 
appointed as a District Superintendent. For a time, he 
was pastor of a local church while serving as District 
Superintendent.

“The pastors in my district really appreciated that I was 
still serving a local church alongside them,” Collier said. 

This final appointive season was a strange one. As 
Collier planned assessment week, in-person gatherings 
ceased to happen. He continued to help District 
Superintendents with difficult issues that they would be 
dealing with during any normal year. His role on the 
South-Central Jurisdictional Episcopal Committee had 
to be re-engineered, as the normal time for assigning 
bishops, including replacing ones that were retiring, was 
deferred for a year. 

“Who knows what General Conference will look like?” he 
said. “We have a date, but no one knows what it will be.” 

Collier plans to stay in Kansas City, and concentrate his 
ministry around mentoring and teaching.
 
He was sorry to see Annual Conference go online this 
year, as it would have been his time to say goodbye to 
many people.

“I miss being able to talk with people in a way that we 
could have had we been together,” Collier said. “I’m 
also missing not being able to recognize those who have 
passed this year in the memorial service and being able 
to meet with their families.” 

Four Decades 
of Leadership
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W hen Missouri Bishop Bob Farr went before the 
Missouri Conference via an online live video 
feed, he started with a fishing story.

He acknowledged that he finds the story very relatable. 

“I like to catch more than I like to fish. My wife calls me 
a volume fisherman. I like to catch a lot of fish in a short 
time,” he said. 

Talking about fishing during a pre-conference briefing 
for a Conference that will now be a video feed rather 
than an in-person gathering may seem unconventional, 
but it has an unconventional model: Jesus. Bishop Farr 
referred to John 21 when Jesus was on the shore cooking 
fish after the disciples had spent the night failing to 
catch fish. 

“Is that what the master of the universe should be doing 
days after the resurrection? Of all things could be doing 
– cooking fish doesn’t come to mind,” Bishop Farr said. 
“Jesus has a habit of taking ordinary things and turning 
them into extraordinary moments.”

It was the most pivotal time in history. The world had 
been turned upside down. But Jesus’s followers were 
doing what fishermen do, they were fishing. 

Bishop Farr acknowledged that recent days have been 
a whirlwind, with lives changed and everything turned 
upside down. (Editor’s note: this was before the death of 
George Floyd.) Although it seems like chaos, we can trust 
in our faith. 

“With God nothing is unprecedented, nothing is 
unknown,” he said. “God is with us, and he already 
knows our tomorrow.”

Bishop Farr said none of us anticipated preaching to 
a camera or phone in an empty room, but Jesus has 
an incredible ability to take what’s ordinary and make 
it extraordinary. After pushing for change his whole 
life, Bishop Farr finds himself wishing things would 
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go back to normal. But normal isn’t good enough for 
Jesus. Bishop Farr returned to the lake – Jesus told 
the disciples to cast their nets on the other side: to try 
something different. 

“I’m not sure how much we were catching prior to the 
disruption if catching means touching new people,” 
Bishop Farr said.  “If we try to go back to familiar 
waters, there’s a chance that we won’t catch anything. 
Jesus is saying try the other side. Just try something, 
anything, do something different.” 

Bishop Farr asked people to embrace the change with 
excitement over anxiety. 

“Our communities, our churches, I think will 
never be the same. I feel some grief and loss 
in that, but I can also get excited about the 
church will never be the same,” he said. “For 
the first time in my life, the church has got out 
of the building, when it was pushed out.”

Bishop Farr shared two famous quotes, one 
from Frederick Buechner and the other from 

Nelson Mandela. 

“Faith is not being sure of where you are going, but 
going anyway.” Fredrick Buechner.

“Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather triumph 
over fear.” Nelson Mandela.

“Faith is not being sure 
of where you are going, 
but going anyway.” 
FREDRICK BUECHNER

“Courage is not 
the absence of fear, 
but rather triumph 
over fear.” 
NELSON MANDELA
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W hen Bishop Farr delivered what 
is commonly referred to as 
the “State of the Conference” 

address, since it was a quadrennial year, he 
began with the state of General Conference 
and Jurisdictional Conference. Both could 
be summed up with one word: Postponed. 
General Conference will be Aug. 29 – Sept. 
7, 2021. Jurisdictional Conference will be 
Nov. 10 – 12, 2021. That’s not necessarily a 
bad thing. 

“It has given us the gift of time to do more, 
deeper work together,” he said.  

But there is much to report on the state of 
the Missouri Conference. From the areas of 
Finance and Administration, last year 576 
churches paid 100% of their apportionment 
asking, 17 paid more than 100%, 92 
churches already paid 100% of 2020. 

“We started in a very strong financial 
position, and it’s a good thing,” Bishop Farr 
said. “Because of that we were able to offer 
apportionment relief this year, and award 

grants to churches to help them with online 
ministry.” 

The proposed budget to come before 
Annual Conference this year is a 22% 
decrease since 2006, and is down $1.2 
million from last year. 

“My goal is to get apportionments down 
to 10% of expenses, so we’re projecting 
another million dollar decrease in 2022,” 
Bishop Farr said.  

Most of that is expected to come from a 
district realignment. A task force, headed 
by Rev. Lynn Dyke, will work on a 
proposal for this. 

Congregational Excellence awarded grants 
totaling almost $300,000 to churches 
starting new places for new people. 
There were 3,605 new missional leaders 
reported to the Conference. Giving to the 
Mozambique Initiative was up by $100,000. 
Missouri gave more than $200,000 to 
hurricane recovery in Puerto Rico, as well 
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as $18,116. This was more than any other 
Conference, totaling 20 of all volunteer 
teams. 

There were 5,931 campers participating 
in Missouri Conference camps in 2019. 
The NextGen team is in the process of 
planning camps for next year.  

“At the end of the day, our mission 
has not changed. Our mission is 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world,” Bishop Farr 
said. 

“We’re all a little weary. We are with 
you, and we’re going to walk along beside 
you. I’m proud to be your Bishop. I’m 
happy to be your Bishop. This is a weird 
time.”

Rev. Jim Simpson receives a plaque from Bishop Farr for his years of 
service as Heartland District Superintendent.

Rev. Cody Collier receives a plaque from Bishop Farr for his years of 
service as a district superintendent and assistant to the bishop.

Rev. Tina Harris receives a plaque from Bishop Farr for her years of 
service as director of Mission, Service and Justice Ministries.
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Debra Alumbaugh, 9 Years of Service
Washington, Simsberry Chapel   
God bless you and I praise God for the years that I 
have been able to serve Him. I am blessed and I hope 
that I will be able to share the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to those I meet along the road to Pensacola, Florida.

Jackie Asher, 20 Years of Service
Pendleton/Truxton, New Hope/Woollam, Mokane/
Steedman/Tebbetts
As soon as I entered this world, the paths of my 
life had been given to me: teacher and minister. 
As a child playing make-believe, I would either be 
teaching in school or church. God had to nag me to 
become a pastor. 

Marty Joe Blakey, 21 Years of Service
Good Hope – Poplar Bluff, Morehouse – Fairview,
First (Chaffee)/Grace (Rockview), Ava, Arcadia
Valley (Ironton)
For 21 years I have served faithfully, preached the 
gospel and tried to win people for the Lord. I have 
put my whole effort in serving the Lord wherever I 
have been. 

Stephan R. Breon, 43 Years of Service
Waverly, Browning Charge, Blue Springs: St. Peter, 
Raymore: St. Paul’s, First (Joplin), Southeast District 
Superintendent, Platte Woods
At the beginning of this ministry journey, I sensed 
God’s call and became a servant of this gospel by the 
gift of God’s grace in order to preach the boundless 
riches of Christ. That has been my desire while serving 
some of God’s best. 

Catherine S. Bryant, 19 Years of Service
First UMC Poplar Bluff, Hobbs Chapel, Dudley, Good 
Hope, Poplar Bluff, Lake Wappapello
God refines us by our mistakes. God is love. Only 
God knows enough, loves enough and is good enough 
to judge. We are bankrupt without love! 

Julie G. Callaghan, 13 Years of Service
Lafayette Park (St. Louis), Salem in Ballwin
I served at Lafayette Park during the HIV/AIDS 
crisis. The ministry of that church taught me how to 
preach God’s love during a crisis. I met many faithful 
Christians at my next appointment, Salem-in-Ballwin. 
Thanks be to God for God’s calling and blessing 
throughout my ministry and life.

Retirements 
Proceed During 
Pandemic

One of the highlights of Annual Conference Session is always having an opportunity to say goodbye and thank you 
to clergy who are retiring. Many of them not only missed this occasion, but also the opportunity to say goodbye to the 
congregations they were currently serving. The people of the Missouri Conference wish all of our retirees well, and hope 
to see them when it is safe for us to gather together once again. 
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Glenda Callicott, 18 Years of Service
St. John’s (Kansas City), Red Bridge, Franklin 
Children’s Center, North Cross, St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church, Faith (Grain Valley), Early Education 
Specialist

Nickolas J. Campbell, 42 Years of Service
Gilman City/Mt. Moriah/White Oak/Pleasant 
Ridge, Countryside (Kansas City), Browning Purdin/
Haseville, Holden/Centerview/Medford, Bolivar, Clair/
Ebenezer (St. Joseph), Faubion (Gladstone), Fairview 
(Columbia), Nelson Memorial (Boonville)
John Wesley taught that “the Methodist” has the 
love of God shed abroad in their heart by the 
Holy Spirit given to them; is happy in God, giving 
thanks in everything; prays without ceasing; loves 
their neighbor unconditionally; is pure in heart, 
seeking only God’s will; avoids what God forbids, 

in obedience to God; does what God commands, for 
the glory of God; and does good unto all people, of 
every possible kind. 

Theodore Cody Collier, 42 Years of Service
Alexander Chapel (GA), Shelbyville Scotts Chapel 
(TN), Seay Hubbard (TN), Associate Council Director 
of the Missouri West Conference, Longview, Kansas 
City North District Superintendent, One Spirit, 
Heartland South District Superintendent, Special 
Assistant/Assistant to the Bishop of the Missouri 
Conference
We are leaders because someone first led us. Faith 
came through those who transformed my life, 
whispered prayers, worked with me in fulfilling the 
purposes of Christ, and enabled me to achieve more 
than I could imagine. 

Barbara Phifer Paul Pribil Max Raney

Christine TuckerKey

Janis Roorda Jim SimpsonKurt Schuermann

Mark StruckhoffPaula Smith Peggie Wood

Roy SherfieldSandy Schaller

Todd Staples

David OwsleyJim Oman
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David Conley, 33 Years of Service
North Cross, Hobbs Chapel (Cape Girardeau)/Wesley 
(Fruitland), Wesley (Jefferson City), Wentzville, 
Centenary (Cape Girardeau)
For over 30 years, my life has been organized around 
the rhythm of the church. Now, I am looking 
forward to a different way of serving the Lord and 
to longer stretches of being and of doing the things 
that add to the depth and richness of life. 

Dustin L Cooper, 41 Years of Service
Battlefield/Nixa, Lawson, Asbury (Springfield), 
Red Bridge, Consultant (RSI), Extension 
Minister(Horizons Stewardship)
Life is best defined not by possessions, but by how 
we have given of all our resources to impact others. 
Investing in the lives of several parishioners, now 
colleagues, who have responded to their own call has 
been so special. I pray that I have encouraged others 
to experience life-changing generosity more fully. 

Kenneth Cripe, 20 Years of Service
Pleasant Green (Pilot Grove), Georgetown 
God’s love has not changed. His Words have not 
changed, nor His desire for people to respond to His 
life-changing love. This verse from Micah, is one 
of my favorites, “To act justly, to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with thy God.”

Gregory D. Dowler, 21 Years of Service
Mansfield/Hartville, Blue Eye, Ava, Malden/Holcomb, 
Sedgewickville/Crossroads (Sedgewickville), First 
(Cabool)/Willow Springs, First (Kennett)
I met and worked with some of the finest people 
in the world as I served congregations across the 
southern part of the state. I praise God for this 
blessing each day and look forward to what comes 
next. I would like to thank all who have shared with 
me over the years. You are a blessing.

Barry Fielder, 22 Years of Service
Alton/Couch, Grace/Agee, Theodosia, Versailles/
Glensted, Shell Knob, Birch Tree
My first mentor, Rev. Geoff Posegate, guided me on 
my journey to Methodism. As Jesus has guided me 
through life, I have discovered in good times and 
bad that I am nothing without Jesus in my life

Terry Gallamore, 33 Years of Service
Vienna, St. Andrew, Mt. Auburn-Wesley, Elsberry, 
Hannibal-Arch, Vietnamese Mission/Arkansas
When I started my ministry in the Missouri East 
Conference, I had no idea that it would span over two 

states and end with the founding of a Vietnamese 
United Methodist Church in the Arkansas 
Conference. When we follow God’s call and direction, 
our ministry will take us to many wonderful places 
and experiences. 

Londia Granger-Wright, 20 Years of Service
Kansas City District Superintendent, 
St. Luke’s (Kansas City), Waynesville, 
Green Trails (Chesterfield), Gateway Central District 
Superintendent
The most notable memories are: congregations 
first accepting me as pastor, members sharing their 
faith for the first time, leading grief support groups 
while grieving the loss of my beloved husband, 
holding confidences from pastoral counseling 
sessions, conducting baptisms and consecrating Holy 
Communion, witnessing growth in spiritual, social 
justice and community outreach areas and serving six 
years as Conference secretary. 

Dwight Gressel, 16 Years of Service
Marshfield, Elkland, Haymes Chapel, Strafford  
God blessed me once again with four Holy Spirit-filled 
and loving churches, with congregations that showed 
us love. God has blessed me and I will worship and 
praise Him for the rest of my life. God Bless.

Ellen Hoff, 37 Years of Service
Iberia, Gravois Mills, Pomme De Terre
My purpose in ministry has always been focused on 
making Christ real, relevant and present to people, not 
just a character from long ago. My prayer is that those 
who have heard me preach can say they know Christ a 
little better and see Him working in their daily lives.

Deborah Jamerson, 9 Years of Service
Glenwood Park
Even though I may retire from pastoring; pastors 
never retire from service, they only change their 
workplace. I will treasure each memory of Glenwood 
Park. “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares 
the Lord, ‘plans to give you hope and a future,’” 
(Jeremiah 29:11). 

Hal Knight, 9 Years of Service
Saint Paul School of Theology, Chandler, Emory 
University, Grand Park, Aldersgate, Mt. Zion  
I am grateful to God for the opportunities I have 
had to live out my call to teach and write. Although 
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I am retiring from the Conference, I am not retiring 
from ministry. I will continue to serve God through 
teaching at Saint Paul and in the Course of Study 
School. 

Nancy Liston, 37 Years of Service 
Potwin, KS, Mt. Hope, KS, Mt. Vernon Wichita, KS, 
Udall-Peck, KS, Udall-St. Luke’s KS, Calvary, Wichita, 
KS, Halstead, KS, Hillsboro, KS, Milwaukee, WI, 
Mentor, KS, Waverly-Prairie View, KS, Meadowbrook, 
Good Shepherd, Platte Woods

Marc A. Magana, 40 Years of Service
Mt. Hermon, Dockery Chapel / Hatton, Mansfield 
Hartville, Chillicothe, Mt. Vernon, Marvin McMurry / 
Sparta, Bolivar, Knob Noster, Camdenton
We pray for the Church as we face the challenges 
ahead. There will be some dark days, but the light 
of God in Christ will far outshine them! I know it 
because I have lived it. I have fought a good fight, 
I’ve finished the course, I’ve kept the faith. 

Richard Mayson, 26 Years of Service
St. Paul in New Bloomfield, St. James in Fulton, Paris 
Fork in Calloway County, St. Luke in Mexico
I am grateful to the Missouri Conference for the 
opportunity to serve and to grow by sending me to 
the School of Studies. I am thankful to the people of 
the churches I served. God has richly blessed me and 
my family.

Katherine McClain, 31 Years of Service
Archie Mt. Olivet, Wesley (Springfield), Wesley 
Heights, Oak Grove, First (North Kansas City), 
Fairview (Columbia), Midway Locust Grove
Thank you for opportunity to serve and covenant with 
you. I retire with gratitude for the shared lessons, 
lived passions, millions of steps, and countless sacred 
moments where we laughed and cried. 

Rev. Dr. Michael J Mills, 33 Years of Service
Fordland, Conway  
Sometimes I listened and sometimes not. But He 
always managed to put me where I was needed and 
where I needed to be. He blessed me with an angel 
on earth, my beautiful wife Rebecca, who now 
resides with Him, and where I look forward to going 
when He is finished with me. 

James L. Oman, 31 Years of Service
Director of Lilly Endowment Project, Director 
of Financial Development, VP of Advancement 

Board of Higher Ministry, Good Shepherd (Kansas 
City), Campbell (Springfield), Rainbow Network 
(Springfield), Saint Paul School of Theology, Hood 
(Republic)
I have had the honor of serving in a variety of 
ministry settings both in the local church and 
extensions ministries. In all these places I have 
always been amazed at the incredible resilience of 
the people called United Methodists. I have no doubt 
that our denomination and specifically the Missouri 
Annual Conference will survive these current 
challenges and will emerge stronger. 

David P. Owsley, 18 Years of Service
Oakland (Buckner), Hope (Lone Jack), The Beacon 
(Woods Chapel), Ohio Street (Butler), Pleasant Hill, 
First (Odessa)
Along the way we have made many good friends. 
One of my great joys has been having had the 
privilege of officiating at two of my children’s 
weddings and baptizing my grandchildren. God’s 
call is not without struggle; but we are never alone, 
for God is with us. 

Barbara Phifer, 41 Years of Service
Third St, Wesley United, Wesley Foundation, Hobbs 
Chapel, Missionaries-GBOGM, Saint Johns, St. Mark’s 
(Florissant), Wesley (Sedalia), Transformation (House 
Springs), Arlington (Bridgeton)

Paul Pribil, 18 Years of Service
Osborn, Weatherby
Our Lord has been in action in so many ways. I 
am thankful for my district superintendents who 
encouraged and invested in me, and I thank my 
bishops who allowed me to preach and get paid for it! 

Max Raney, 26 Years of Service
Horton/Metz, Carterville, Union Chapel, Oronogo, 
Byers Avenue, Ianthan, Liberal
Throughout my ministry, I have seen lives touched, 
transformed and renewed for the glory of God. One 
example that come to mind was a man had been in 
church his whole life. After visiting our church a 
few times, he went home and prayed with his wife to 
accept Christ into his life! Praise be to God!

Janis Roorda, 10 Years of Service
Oakland, Nodaway/Worth Parish, Mound City
For the last five years I have had the privilege of 
pastoring Mound City, where God has joined my 
gifts and graces with the gifts of the congregations 
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to accomplish what God has for us. We will continue 
together making “disciples for the transformation of 
the world,” for the foreseeable future. 

M. Aaron Royer, 19 Years of Service
Wesley Foundation, Carthage, St. James (Joplin), 
Jamesport/Dockery Chapel, Polo/Cowgill, Lockwood 
Yoked with PChUSA, King City/Star Chapel, Braymer/
Breckenridge
Amish buggies that teach me to slow down and be 
more careful while I drive a van full of people. Friends 
offering their skills to build and repair and inspire. 
Musicians taking the time to get the tempo right. “For 
God’s steadfast love endures forever,” (Psalm 100:5).

Sandra Schaller, 24 Years of Service
Salem in Ladue, First (Sikeston), First (Webster Groves), 
Centralia, Ohio Street, Fairview (Columbia)
“You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed 
my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my heart 
may sing to you and not be silent. O Lord, my God, I 
will give you thanks forever,” (Psalm 30:11-12).

Kurt Schuermann, 42 Years of Service
Gateway Central District Superintendent, First 
(Poplar Bluff), Zion (Gordonville), Bethel at Pond, 
Grace (Cape Girardeau), Cuba, First (Poplar Bluff), 
Green Trails
The 1978 Missouri East Conference ordination 
night was unbearably hot. I was in my only suit, 
sweating but excited. As I approached the bishop, 
I could hear the announcing of my name, college 
and the seminary I had attended. Alas, I had the 
unusual distinction of attending a Baptist college as 
well as a seminary in Boston not sanctioned by the 
United Methodists. As we gathered afterwards, I was 
greeted by a retired pastor. He then set the tone for 
my career: “I can’t imagine anyone having a worse 
preparation than you.” I was angry at first, but over 
time I discovered that the Conference had a prophet 
in that man. I want to thank all the churches that 
had patience when I thought I was prepared. Further, 
thanks to my family who allowed me the time and 
space to get better prepared and always kept me 
focused on what mattered.

Roy Sherfield, 9 Years of Service
First (Dexter), Essex, Parma  
There have been so many exciting wonderful events 
throughout the years, it is impossible to mention 
them all. I have had the opportunity of serving 

wonderful churches full of good Christian people 
dedicated to serving Christ and His children.

James A Simpson, 45 Years of Service
McBee Circuit (4 churches), Grain Valley/Oakland, 
Clair, Mt. Washington, Harrisonville, St. Luke's, Christ, 
Central, Heartland District Superintendent
I give thanks for the honor and privilege to serve as a 
pastor in the tradition of Wesley and Asbury. I give 
thanks for The Word, which confirms and guides 
my experience, belief and ongoing call to ministry. 
“I have opened a door before you which no one can 
close,” (Rev. 3:8a).

Paula Smith, 16 Years of Service
Red Bridge, Fairmount, Mount Washington, St. 
Matthew/St. Mark’s
Never forget your call or the One who called you. 
It is easy to get bogged down by the details, the 
deadlines and the disappointments. Cling to the big 
picture and celebrate the victories! May God bless 
your work.

Todd Staples, 25 Years of Service
Burr Oak, Elm Grove Church
I do not believe a pastor’s calling is something you 
retire from, but one that causes you to pray for 
spiritual discernment to know what the Lord has 
planned for you. He has certainly blessed us!

Mark Struckhoff, 28 Years of Service
Campbell, Dale Street/Pathways, U.S. Director of 
Rainbow Network, Executive Director of Council of 
the Church of the Ozarks

Christine Tucker Key, 24 Years of Service
Melrose, Holt, Grand Ave. Temple, Lathrop, Smithville, 
St. Mark’s (Independence), Platte Woods, First 
(Francis Street), McMurry  

Peggie Wood, 9 Years of Service
Russellville, Atlanta/LaPlata/Mt. Zion East, 
Chillicothe, Linn Memorial/St. Paul
As Bishop Monk Bryan told us at Annual 
Conference several years ago, “Hold dear the 
connection.” And I do. I always will. As the old 
hymn goes, “I don’t know what the future holds but I 
know who holds the future.” Thank you, God.
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Bishop Farr to Serve as Missouri 
Episcopal Leader through 
Postponed Jurisdictional 
Conference
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D ue to the impact of 
COVID-19, and 
the subsequent 

postponement of the General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences, 
Bishop Bob Farr will continue to 
serve as Resident Bishop of the 
Missouri Conference through 
the South Central Jurisdictional 
Conference which has been 
rescheduled until Nov. 10-12, 
2021. 

Because of the postponement 
of jurisdictional conference, the 
SCJ College of Bishops and 
the Jurisdictional Episcopacy 
Committee have been in 
conversation regarding how 
assignments, retirements and 
elections of bishops will be 
handled. The 2016 Book of 
Discipline does not specifically 
address a process for this type 
of interruption to quadrennial 
cycle.

“I am grateful to continue in 
ministry with the Missouri 
Conference,” said Bishop Farr. 

“I have been very pleased with 
the shared work of our clergy 
and lay members over the course 

of the past four years. I am 
hopeful about our future as we 
discern a pathway forward amid 
uncertainty and fear brought 
on by the global health crisis 
but also the denominational 
fractures happening throughout 
the connection.”

All other residential bishops 
will remain in their assigned 
area locations through the 
jurisdictional conference, until 
the conference makes new 
assignments (based upon the 
recommendation of the SCJ 
Episcopacy Committee). 

SCJ bishops who had planned 
to retire following jurisdictional 
conference, Bishop Bledsoe 
(New Mexico & Northwest 
Texas), Bishop McKee (North 
Texas), and Bishop Lowry 
(Central Texas) will continue to 
serve in their current episcopal 
area until the postponed SCJ 
Conference in November 
2021. The election of any new 
bishops will only occur at the 
jurisdictional conference.

Brian Hammons, lay member 
from Schweitzer in Springfield 

and former Missouri Conference 
Lay Leader, chairs the SCJ 
Jurisdictional Episcopacy 
Committee and the annual 
conference committee. The 
assignments were made in 
compliance with The Book of 
Discipline, paragraphs 406-408.  

“During this unprecedented 
time, Bishop Farr's continued 
leadership is essential,” remarked 
Hammons. “This is not the 
time to disrupt the relationship. 
On behalf of the episcopacy 
committee for the Missouri 
Annual Conference, I offer my 
thanks to Bishop and Susan 
Farr for their commitment to 
Missouri and their faithfulness 
to their call to ministry.”

“I am hopeful about our future as we discern a pathway 
forward amid uncertainty and fear brought on by 
the global health crisis but also the denominational 
fractures happening throughout the connection.”

The South Central 
Jurisdictional Conference 
has been rescheduled for 
November 10-12, 2021. 
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A fter a few months of their ministry primarily being online, 
many United Methodist pastors took to the streets in June 

to be part of the protests calling for justice after the death of 
George Floyd. 

Protests occurred throughout the state, with many happening 
on a daily basis in some areas for several days in a row. Most 
were peaceful, but some peaceful protests in the day were 
followed by rioting late in the evening in both St. Louis and 
Kansas City. 

St. Louis saw a wave of violence on Monday, June 1. One 
retired police captain, David Dorn, was killed at 2:30 a.m. 
when he went to check on a burglar alarm at a friend’s store 
on Martin Luther King Boulevard. The 77-year-old African 
American man died on the sidewalk in front of the store after 
being shot in the torso. Four St. Louis police officers were shot 
in the line of duty that same evening. One person was killed 
by police in a store, allegedly in the process of looting.  

There were an estimated 70 businesses damaged in St. Louis. 
Much of the activity was downtown, although there was 
damage in other parts of the city. The only United Methodist 
Church downtown is Centenary, a historic church in between 
Pine and Olive near 16th Street.  

“Last night, I was praying, ‘God please protect our church. 
Please protect our church,’” Rev. Kathleen Wilder shared on 
Facebook on June 2. On the news, she could see fires burning 
on each end of the block. At 2 a.m. a cobblestone was thrown 
through a church window, and a friend came to the church 
and had the window boarded up by 4 a.m. 

WRITTEN BY FRED KOENIG | PHOTOS BY REBES BENNETT
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“Church, we have so much work to do to break down 
the walls of oppression and build the kindom of God,” 
Wilder posted on Facebook. 
Rev. Matt Miofsky of The Gathering was at the protest 
earlier in the day on June 1.

“This is my city. I’ve committed to serve it,” Miofsky 
said in a video he posted online. “When there is hurt or 
cries of injustice I feel it is my duty to be there, to learn 
and be part of that, and support and bear witness where 
I can. I don’t feel I can talk about things that I haven’t 
been to.” 

Miofsky described the protests during the day on 
Monday as being peaceful. 

“It’s almost like church,” he said. “Each speaker got up 
and spoke eloquently and passionately.”

He called for people to join him in praying for justice, 
and to look to their own lives for places where they can 
make a difference.  

Rev. Ivan James of Samaritan and Asbury United 
Methodist churches in St. Louis, said he has been 
discussing the situation in St. Louis with other pastors. 

“While I support nonviolent protest which for the 
most part has been effective, I feel that the looting is a 
distraction and is counterproductive,” he said on Tuesday 
morning. ‘This morning I participated in a major protest 
and that was when I cast my vote. Voting is the most 
effective way to dismantle the systems of injustice.”

In Jefferson City, Rev. Trevor Dancer of First UMC 
joined in the June 1 evening protest that formed at the 
state capitol. 

“I thought it was important for me to be in solidarity with 
people that are angry, suffering, and perhaps hopeless. As 
a white person, my job was to be in support and not ‘on 
stage’,” Dancer said. “I wore my stole to identify myself as 
a clergy person, joined in the chants and listened intently. 
Jefferson City is a town I care about, I want justice and 
mercy to be defining to our community.”

Dancer described the protest as being immensely 
peaceful, with speakers repeatedly calling for peace and 
reminding the crowd that it was a peaceful protest. The 
Jefferson City protest included demands for reform in 
education, specifically cultural sensitivity training for 

teachers and school resource officers, and limits on 
Out Of School suspensions, which they contend are 
disproportionately given to students of color, leading to 
them getting behind in school and not graduating. 
Dancer said about 45 minutes into the protest National 
Guard troops assembled between the protestors and 
the capitol. 

“It was still extremely peaceful, but suddenly most 
people were staring over their shoulders with a lot 
more concern,” Dancer said. “The sheer presence 
and magnitude of their presence certainly escalated 
anxieties rather than minimize them.”

Rev. Tex Sample is part of the Black Baptist Ministers 
Association in Kansas City. It should be noted that he 
is a white United Methodist, but he has a deep history 
of pushing for social justice that dates back to the Civil 
Rights movement. The Protest in the Plaza had asked 
the Black Baptist Ministers Association to join them 
on June 2 to help maintain order. On June 1 the Protest 
on the Plaza had turned destructive and several stores 
were damaged, and the organizers were trying to avoid 
a repeat of that situation. 

Sample said during protests in the 1960s they not only 
had leaders, but also many rank and file leaders who 
took responsibility for people around them to make 
sure the group maintained a non-violent posture. He’s 
concerned that some of the groups protesting today 
lack such organization.

“I’ve been to a lot of these, and I don’t worry too much 
about safety,” the 85-year-old pastor and seminary 
professor said. “I watch where I am. I wouldn’t stand 
next to someone throwing a bottle, unless I’m trying to 
keep him from throwing the bottle.”

Sample is an active member of three other social justice 
groups: Urban Summit, More Square and Jobs for 
Justice. On June 1 he spoke at a Kansas City tenant 
association protest, which is particularly concerned 
with the ending of eviction protection from the 
CARES Act. 

“We could see 300 people get evicted here this week, 
and another 500 a week from now,” Sample said. 

Although he continues to work on this cause, that 
doesn’t mean he isn’t horrified about recent police 
brutality. 
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“What was done to George Floyd was a sheer violation 
of the law and an explicit case of brutality. I don’t see 
how anyone could call it anything else,” Sample said. 
He’s concerned that the police, and even government 
as a whole, is in danger of losing a status of legitimacy 
that is required for a democracy to function.

Sample has been in a lot of marches and protests, he 
hasn’t been in one during a pandemic. That doesn’t 
worry him much either, though. He wears a mask, 
gloves and tries to stay six feet away from other people. 
“I try to stay in shape, so I can still participate in 
things like this,” he said.

Sample is pastor of Trinity in Kansas City, a United 
Methodist church with 77 members and a dozen 
people who are active on a Justice Task Force, he’s very 
grateful to be able to lead that congregation. 

“Those people are amazing,” Sample said. 

Rev. Monica Jefferson serves St. Andrew in Florissant, 
just a few miles from Ferguson. As an African 
American woman who has spent over a quarter of a 
century in vocational ministry, it is hard for her to 
witness the current state of race relations. 

“The trauma of being Black or African American in 
America continues to be painful. ‘I can't breathe’ in 
a different way. There is a pain that is so deep that it 
is inexplainable,” she said. “I am angry and frustrated 
one moment, and the next moment I recognize that 
with my trust, faith, family, an amazing spouse, friends 
and a supportive Christian community I will make it 
through this.”

Before the recent events of police brutality that have 
the country reeling, Jefferson had been actively working 
against what she has found to be a “hoax myth” within 
the black and African American community regarding 

the coronavirus. Her congregation is very diverse, and 
she sees it as her calling to do everything that she can 
to bring people together. 

“I go home and hug my spouse, call my daughter often, 
celebrate my friends, thank God for all the good stuff, 
and pray without ceasing,” she said. “For those who 
threaten and hate me... I watch my back, and let the 
community and God protect and help me.”  

On June 2 a group of clergy from the Kansas City 
area gathered at City Hall to push for an end to police 
brutality, specifically asking for body cameras on law 
enforcement officers and an independent review board. 
Rev. Emanuel Cleavers III of St. James UMC was one 
of the pastors present. 

“We felt it necessary to make some demands,” Cleaver 
was quoted as saying in the Kansas City Star. “What 
happened to George Floyd is nothing new.”

The clergy called for stopping all forms of excessive 
force by police officers, included recent tactics used on 
people who are peacefully protesting. By the end of 
the day, private donors had contributed money to pay 
for police body cameras, and the Kansas City police 
department publicly announced they would purchase 
them and start using them.  

“I am angry and frustrated one 
moment, and the next moment I 
recognize that with my trust, faith, 
family, an amazing spouse, friends and 
a supportive Christian community I will 
make it through this.” 
MONICA JEFFERSON
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S chweitzer UMC mailed a $66,000 check on 
Wednesday, May 6 to help with immediate 
food relief in Mozambique.

Rev. Dr. Lucas Endicott, Associate Director 
of Mission, Service and Justice and U.S.-based 
representative of the Mozambique Initiative, is 
working closely with the General Board of Global 
Ministries, Mozambique-based MI representative, 
Ezequiel Nhantumbo (Ezy) and with Bishop Joaquina 
Nhanala, resident Bishop of the Mozambique Area, to 
ensure that the money is distributed quickly. Once the 
check clears, the funds will be used to purchase food 
across Mozambique in as soon as three or four days.

The donation will be 
distributed to the following:
• $18,000 to be distributed in North Annual 

Conference
• $17,000 to be distributed in Southeast Annual 

Conference
• $14,000 to be distributed in South Annual 

Conference
• $11,000 to be allocated to Chicuque Rural 

Hospital

Beneficiaries have already identified by the respective 
conferences: rural pastors, elderly women, conference 
staff and hospital needs. As donations come, 

community needs can be met. There are some food 
nutrition projects being introduced, such as home 
gardening, to produce crops in the backyard without 
the need to move around. The idea is to supplement 
people with nutrients needed to remain healthy.

Ezy reports on the situation in Mozambique, 
“Truly the disease is beginning to cause discomfort 
in our communities: pastoral staff, refugees and 
displaced persons camps from recent political unrest, 
regions of extreme poverty, orphanages and elderly 
centers, women and children, people living with 
disabilities and healthcare institutions and Missions 
in Chicuque, Cambine and Gondola Center. As the 
COVID-19 crisis endures, these populations will be 
disproportionately affected. The impact of COVID-19 
on the most vulnerable communities will extend far 
beyond the individual and public health consequences; 
resulting in new and heightened educational, social, 
economic and political challenges. We are working 
to realize, understand, prevent and mitigate all 
challenges as we simultaneously prepare for recovery. 

Due to low economies in the country, our Church 
is struggling since it solely depends on members’ 
apportionments. With a confined Church, nothing is 
produced in our communities to feed the Pastor and 
his family. Institutionally, the Church was left with 
no resources to cover staff salaries in both the Central 

Mozambique 
Faces Covid-19

Receives Support
from Missouri
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office and Missions. It is a state of 
calamity, due to uncertainties as 
to when the pandemic will come 
to an end. The State of Emergency 
declared on March 30 by the 
government of Mozambique – 
while it is appropriate to prevent 
the disease, it has restricted 
people’s movements to practice a 
number of productive activities.”

Hanhane 
Women’s Shelter
The Hanhane Women’s Shelter is a 
refuge for elderly women who have 
been chased away by their families. 
The shelter, which is supported by 
the Methodist church, is home to 18 elderly women. 
On May 19, the Mozambique Initiative provided 
resources to the shelter including cleaning supplies to 
help prevent COVID-19. 

Thankfully, the residents of the shelter have remained 
in good health throughout the pandemic. The supplies 
given to the shelter included masks, soap, buckets, 
toilet paper, bleach and other cleaning supplies.

Solar Powered 
Water in Cambine
The first solar-powered water system has been installed 
at the Cambine Mission. The Mozambique Initiative 
sponsored a borehole and water tank. A team of 
German missionaries installed the solar panels and 

then full-time missionaries Renate and Claus Härtner 
were able to connect the rest of the system.

The Cambine Mission has struggled with a shortage of 
funds in past years, which has been made worse amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This new solar-powered 
water system allows for safe water at an affordable 
cost.

Renate and Claus Härtner are incredibly thankful, 
“We are so very happy and deeply grateful and want 
to say ‘thank you’ to you and all the partners, who are 
involved into this enhancement of water supply!”

"We are working 
to realize, 
understand, 
prevent and 
mitigate all 
challenges as we 
simultaneously 
prepare for 
recovery."
Ezequiel (Ezy) Nhantumbo
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L ifeWise STL has a long history of working 
with United Methodists in support of people 

on the margins in St. Louis. This spring has 
certainly been no exception.

“We’re fortunate to have the opportunity to help 
with the greatest need we’ve had in decades,” said 
Lifewise STL President Scott Walker.

 “For people already in crisis, their needs have 
been exasperated. It’s time to step up, and we’re 
doing it.” 

LifeWise STL was formerly known as Kingdom 
House. It started out helping immigrant 
communities in St. Louis in 1902 and is still in 
service to many immigrant families. 

LifeWise STL has been providing direct food 
assistance in St. Louis during the pandemic, 
distributing 750 bags of groceries per week 
at a cost of $15,000 per week. They have also 
provided $500 rental and utility bill assistance 
to 118 families of people who do not qualify for 
unemployment. 
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A partner with 
Methodist churches 
from its very origin, 
LifeWise STL been 
receiving a lot of direct 
support from local 
United Methodist 
churches, with large 
churches like The 
Gathering, Salem 
and Manchester 
sponsoring a week of 
food distributions, 
and smaller churches 
giving what they can 
to support the cause 
as well. 

“United Methodist churches in our 
community have been amazing in their 
support. It’s not just the large churches. 
Small churches have been great supporters, 
and that’s very important,” Walker said. “It’s 
the church being the church.”

Local United Methodist churches have 
contributed $48,000 plus food from food 
drives during the pandemic. On Saturday, 
May 23, the Holy Smokers from Salem 
UMC in Ladue smoked 500 chickens for the 
ministry. 

LifeWise STL received a $20,000 Sheltering 
in Love grant from the United Methodist 
Committee On Relief (UMCOR). To date, 15 
grants have been approved from the UMCOR 
COVID-19 Response Fund, awarding $163,440 
to partners seeking to address issues intensified 
by the spread of the coronavirus, such as food and 
economic insecurity, water, sanitation and hygiene 
and health.

Walker believes they may have hit the peak level 
of resource need in St. Louis, but he doesn’t 
expect that need to go down anytime soon. 

He’s also concerned about the lack of summer 
school and other in-person summer programs for 
children. LifeWise has been working to develop 

feeding sites to meet unexpected nutritional needs 
and is also reaching out to families to provide 
emotional support. Tutors from LifeWise STL 
have been assisting children who have challenges 
with online learning. 

Initially, LifeWise STL was trying to do most 
of the work with staff to decrease possible 
virus exposure to volunteers, but as distancing 
restrictions are relaxed, more volunteer 
opportunities will be available. For more on 
LifeWise STL go to www.lifewisestl.org.

Direct Food Assistance
• 750 bags of groceries per week  at 

$15,000 per week.
• $500 rental and utility bill 

assistance to 118 families of 
people who do not qualify for 
unemployment.
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W hen it became evident that churches 
would not be able to have worship 

services in their sanctuaries for a while, you could 
say Rev. Eddie Bone was more than nervous.

“I was scared to death,” he said. 

He certainly wasn’t opposed to doing online 
worship, he had even given it a try there at First 
UMC at Park Hills. 

It hadn’t exactly taken off. That made him think 
that shifting to online was going to ultimately be 
harmful to the church. 

“I thought that maybe no one would participate,” 
Bone said. “It was like a nightmare.” 

He shared his anxiety with his music director. 
They prayed together, then the music director told 
him not to worry – the church would step up. 

They formed an online church team and launched 
live online worship on both Facebook Live and 
Youtube. Sunday school classes were moved to 
Zoom, as was the Wednesday night Bible study. 
The result has been connections made with people 
the church otherwise wouldn’t have reached, and 
grace from the people who were coming every 
Sunday. 

“We’re looking forward to reopening, but I 
haven’t had anyone come to me because they were 
upset that we were closed,” Bone said. “And the 
folks we’ve been connecting with has been wild.”

Park Hills used to pay to have their worship 
service broadcast on the local radio station, but 
when they lost their live time slot they decided to 

take that money and invest 
it in a radio alternative. 

They tried Facebook live 
and struggled to gain 
any traction with it, but 
they learned through the 
process.

“When the virus hit, we were 
in a position to do it in a bigger way,” Bone said. 

The team borrowed a member’s work computer, 
which allowed them to upgrade to a high-
definition broadcast. 

Now that they are a couple of months in, people 
are hanging in there. 

“We still continue to have a tremendous following 
with wonderful comments,” Bone said. 

Bone has a good friend whom he had lost track 
of that he connected with online and now has 
become an active part of the church with his 
entire family. Bone’s wife’s uncle uses the service 
at a seminary and Bible study where he volunteers 
in Thailand. 

The local newspaper did a story on the church’s 
shift to online church. The story was then picked 
up and ran nationally. The church’s worship 
service has now been viewed more than 10,000 
times.
 
“I thought the virus was going to be a church 
killer, and it’s been a church grower,” he said. 

Rev. Eddie Bone,
Park Hills UMC
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Wilkes Boulevard, Columbia MO – 
October 16, 1918
The revival at the Wilkes Boulevard Methodist 
Church, Columbia, was a great success. The 
services were held in a tent for the last two weeks, 
and splendid audiences attended throughout the 
services. 

There were 52 additions to our church, and some 
few went to other churches. 

Rev. O.L. Martin of Bucklin, MO, did the 
preaching, and did it in his own unique way. 
Sometimes with much sarcasm, sometimes with 
flashes of wit and humor, sometimes with great 
flights of oratory blended with pathos and beauty. 

As a whole, the meeting was a great success, and 
the church was strengthened and edified, and had 
not the Spanish Influenza invaded our town we 
would have gone at least another week and the 

good would have certainly been more far reaching 
than even that was. We have been prevented from 
having any service since the close of the meeting 
on Sunday night, Oct. 6, to baptize or receive the 
candidates into the church. 

Everything looks very encouraging on the outset 
of the great year of the five, with a united, revived 
church and increased membership and 11 months 
of the year to utilize the results of the revival. 

Surely God doth all things well. A.B. Coffman, 
P.C.

Kansas City – October 23, 1918
No church services have been held in Kansas City 
on either of the past two Sundays. The ban was 
removed for three days last week, during which 
time the theaters were crowded, but was re-
imposed in time to protect the city from church 
contagion. 

The Missouri Methodists have been through a pandemic before. The disease 
commonly referred to as the Spanish Flu in 1918 cancelled events, closed 

churches and killed thousands in the state. Missouri United Methodist Archivist 
John Finley has found the following references to the influenza epidemic in 
the St. Louis Christian Advocate, the principal newspaper for the Methodist 

Episcopal Church South in the Midwest. Following are stories from that 
newspaper that reference the flu, with the publication date noted.  
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In the meantime, the Board of District Stewards 
has met and discharged its duties. Plans are being 
outlined for future work and we are expecting a 
large crowd at all churches as soon as the epidemic 
wanes. R.B. Kimbrell, Secretary. 

Up to Date (Editorial) – October 30, 1918
Dear Doctor: The quarantine has tied up our 
section of the state, but I am using the mails 
to keep in touch with our people. Last week I 
addressed the stewards concerning the finances, 
and this week I am sending out the enclosed letter 
to the preachers. Yours, M.T. HAW. 

Cape Girardeau, Oct. 24, 1918
Dear Brother: One month of the activities of our 
churches has been prevented, lost, by the plague. 
That is most as serious as if our victorious armies 
of Europe had been arrested in their glorious 
progress. This is to be the greatest year of our 
lifetime. We must plan Wesley and act with 
the utmost energy to realize fully on our great 
opportunities. First, election day is near and we 

have the opportunity of striking a deadly blow 
to the enemy of the church, the home and the 
nation...we must not miss this chance. Vote YES 
for amendment six – urge all our people to go to 
the polls and seal the fate of the saloon. 

Obituary (Higginsville) – Oct. 30, 1918
Virginia Francis Harris, daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. T.B. Harris, Higginsville, Mo., died in the 
parsonage at Higginsville at noon on Sunday, Oct. 
13, 1918. She was born on the 9th of December, 
1907, and was baptized by the writer of this sketch 
on Sept. 12, 1910. She was received into full 
membership in the church in October, 1916.

Virginia was stricken with influenza, which 
terminated in pneumonia and in death. She 
suffered greatly from the first, though the last three 
or four days she was not conscious of her suffering. 

She was a beautiful child, in features, in manners 
and disposition. Born in a Christian home, 
nurtured carefully in Christian doctrine and 
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discipline, she was growing into a womanhood 
that promised much for the Master’s service here. 
But 11 brief years were allotted to her here. A time 
long enough to entwine tenders cords of love about 
many hearts. She was a universal favorite with 
the people whom her father and mother served, 
and was a dear little girl to all who knew her. She 
is with the Lord. Henceforth she shall minister 
before His throne. 

On account of the contagious character of the 
disease of which she died, the funeral services was 
conducted in the open air in the parsonage yard 
by the author of this sketch, assisted by Rev. F.M. 
Burton. We buried her in Marshall, Mo., beneath 
as bank of flowers, every leaf and petal of which 
was eloquent with love…

St. Louis Preacher’s Meeting – 
November 6, 1918
The meeting was called to order at Centenary 
Church on Monday at 10 a.m. and was opened in 
the usual way, with a hymn and a prayer. For four 
consecutive weeks now no regular services have 
been conducted in any of our city churches, on 
account of the Spanish influenza ban. Two of our 
preachers – Bros. L.M. Spivey and T. E. Smith 
– have been quite sick with this disease. They are 
rapidly convalescing but were unable to attend 
the preachers’ meeting. Bro. Johnson of Lafayette 
Park was likewise unable to attend, having recently 
undergone a minor operation. 

In spite of the unusual and discouraging conditions 
resulting from the prolonged influenza ban, the 
reports of the preachers indicate that they have 
been hard at work and have exercised an ingenuity 
and initiative which have prevented our work 
from suffering in any serious way. In many cases 
little group meetings have held in accordance with 
Health Board regulations. Stewards and other 
workers have visited in the homes of the people, 
assisting their pastors. 

Bro. Burton of Wagoner Place reports that he has 
been calling on his members and has conducted 
four group meetings on Sunday. 

Bro. Brown of Shaw Avenue has called upon nearly 
all of his members. His Sunday School classes have 
met in the homes of their respective teachers and a 
volunteer band of young women have visited every 
home the church each week to receive the weekly 
offerings, with the result that more money has been 
received than in normal times. The Shaw Avenue 
people are bereaved in the death of Mrs. C. M.  
Hummel, a greatly loved member and secretary of 
the St. Louis District Woman’s Missionary Society. 

Some Benefits of the Influenza Ban – 
November 6, 1918
The public has been directed by the Boards of 
Health throughout the country to avoid gathering 
in groups. By this means the epidemic of influenza 
has been fought, and doubtless reduced. 

Aside from preventing the spread of the disease, 
there have been other wholesome results from this 
ban. The hot race for pleasure has been slackened. 
People have learned that joys of the most satisfying 
kin are to be had in the simple things of life. The 
passion for amusement is less feverish. The saving 
of one’s life and the lives of others has displaced, at 
least in a measure, the absorbing pursuit of gain. 

Sanitary laws have received a new and needed 
emphasis. People are inquiring and learning how 
to be healthy. Precaution and prevention are being 
substituted for cure. The fine benefit of this season 
of thinking upon the preservation of the physical 
foundations of human welfare will last far beyond 
the lifting of the ban. 

Homelife is being exalted. Young people, who 
seldom sat quietly in the family circle, have gained 
a new appreciation of home. There has been 
opportunity, coveted by many men, to converse 
upon the sweet and holy interests of the various 
members of the household. Many family altars 
have been used again the first in years. The Sabbath 
has possessed a sacred quiet for many who have 
been glad to rest a while in the retreat of God. A 
fresh sense of the value of the “means of grace” 
that are supplied by the church services has been 
realized, and the hearts of thousands are hoping 
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that in their time no emergency may ever again 
cause the closing of the doors of the sanctuary. 

Obituary: Hillyard – Nov. 20, 1918
A death which has more deeply touched the 
whole church at Olive Street, St. Joseph, than any 
in many a day is that of Marvin Hillyard, who 
succumbed to the ravages of the dreadful influenza 
epidemic at Columbia Thursday, October 24, 1918, 
where he had gone to attend the school and the 
S.A.T.C.

The case was one of the aggravated type issuing in 
pneumonia, from which death resulted. Bro. and 
Sister Hillyard went to his bedside immediately 
upon hearing of the sickness of their sons, as the 
next younger son, Walter, who was there also, was 
attacked by the disease at the same time but with 
no serious results. 

All that loving hands Could do was done by 
these for the recovery of this noble young man. 
Unfortunately, the lack of nurses and equipment 
was in evidence there, as in so many other places at 
such a critical time in the history of our nation. 

St. Louis Preacher’s Meeting – 
November 20, 1918
The devotional exercises were conducted by 
Brother Burton of Wagoner Place Church. “Faith 
of Our Fathers” was sung, the 46th Psalm was 
read responsively, after which he led in prayer. The 
reports of the preachers was called for. Last Sunday 
we were able to hold regular worship for the first 
time in five weeks, since the influenza ban was not 
lifted until Wednesday last. 

These reports all indicated that the services were 
exceptionally well attended, the people being 
hungry for the gospel after so long being barred 
out of churches. The Sunday schools were also 
unusually well attended, so it would appear that 
the influenza ban did not demoralize the work of 
the church and the interest of the people in it to 
any great extent. Most likely there has been a gain 
in interest. Ernest C. Webb, Secy. 

Kingdom House – November 20, 1918
Many societies, no doubt, have been prevented 
from having “the week of prayer” at the appointed 
time, on account of the “flu ban.” Let me insist 
that your hold it yet, and encourage liberal 
contributions, as the money raised from this source 
this year goes to a most worthy cause, the support 
of worn out workers. They need it, and we have it, 
if we are giving to God his tenth. 

Another Sunday at Church – November 20, 1918
At last the ban has been lifted by the Board of 
Health and the people have been able to return 
to the sanctuary. From all reports congregations 
everywhere were unusually large last Sunday. The 
people demonstrated their hunger for the things 
of the spirit. Many things made the day one of 
high importance and great rejoicing. Since the 
congregations had last assembled the serious phases 
of the epidemic had passed, but another event had 
flashed to the world which meant more than any 
single bit of news this generation had ever received. 
Victory and peace had come. The struggle for their 
great principles of justice and liberty had been 
brought to the United States and allied nations a 
triumph complete and permanent. 

Last Sunday was a glorious day and filled with 
hearty praises. 

Centenary Sparks (Stewardship 
Literature) – November 20, 1918
Some time ago, in the midst of the influenza 
epidemic, Re. Chas. J. Dohn of Dexter wrote in 
for some Intercession pledge cards. Sunday, Nov. 
10th, was his first service with that good church. He 
preached on “Prayer and the Centenary.” Two results:
1. He secured forty-five signatures to the cards. 
2. Two men and their wives came back to the 

night service and united with the church on 
Profession of Faith. Two of the most prominent 
men in the town. 

Every pastor can so use the Centenary as to 
produce a revival in his church. It will in no way 
hinder his work. Brother Dohn wrote in for 100 
pledge cards for his Christian stewardship drive. 
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They have  been sent and along with them a 
hundred of interesting tracts on the subject. Watch 
Dohn and Dexter. 

The influenza ban has closed our churches, but it did 
not keep Rev. R.A. Vaughan from securing pledges 
for the League of Intercessors. He went from house 
to house, held prayers with all who were present and 
enrolled them in the Fellowship of Intercessors. You 
can count on Brother Vaughan going right down the 
line for the Centenary program. 

Charleston District Notes – 
November 27, 1918
The influenza has closed churches in this section 
for five weeks and has wrought destruction 
unknown since the cholera and smallpox ravages 
following the Civil War. In one town two hundred 
new graves have been made. There were fifteen 
funerals one day. One of our preachers held thirty-
eight funerals since Conference. One physician told 
me he visited seventy cases in one day. 

Our church at Portageville, under the leadership 
of Rev. F. W. Harvey, the new pastor, has rendered 
a community service to the stricken homes such 
as I have not seen before. The pastor instructed 
and directed selected workers and went with them 
to the homes made helpless by the epidemic and 
ministered to their needs. 

The Quarterly Conference Monday reported an 
increase of 33 ½ per cent in allowance for salary 
with the money for the entire quarter in the bank. 
Nine lay members were present and each one 
subscribed and paid for the Advocate under the call 
of question seven.

At New Madrid Brother Fesler and several 
members of the Quarterly Conference were just up 
from an attack of influenza. The town was under a 
new closing order. A few of the brethren met for a 
few minutes and the salary was increase 25 percent. 
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The situation as to influenza is somewhat improved 
and our churches are moving forward somewhat 
with a view to resuming the usual activities. The 
enforced inactivity of our churches, I am confident, 
greatly reduced our prohibition majorities. The 
Methodists are solid against liquor and they abound 
in this section. M.T. HAW. 

Dexter District – November 27, 1918
The Dexter District Steward’s meeting was 
held at Malden Nov. 15, after about six weeks’ 
postponement on account of influenza. Our 
Presiding Elder had the chairmanship and 
stated plans for the year and Dexter District can 
be counted on right now to go over the top on 
everything. This meeting was well attended and very 
much interest in the work was shown for the coming 
year. Malden, as usual, made us feel at home, and at 
the noon hour they directed us to different homes in 
the city and all fared sumptuously. 

Obituary (Belton) – December 4, 1918
Since I last wrote my honored father – to me, the 
greatest man in the world – has gone to his eternal 
home, and my heart has been saddened again and 
again as influenza has claimed my personal friends, 
and I often feel the poet was speaking for me in the 
lines: “I ate my crust in tears today, As scourged I 
passed along my way.” H.A. Wood

Obituary (Marble Hill) – 
January 8, 1919
Mattie Lena Chandler died Dec. 2, 1918. Her 
husband General Lee Chandler survived her by only 
six days. He was largely responsible for the building 
of the church at Marble Hill. Their funerals were 
held in the new church. Both died of influenza and 
pneumonia. No one ever tell what their going away 
means to their six little children, the youngest of 
whom is only six months old. 

Mrs. B.S. Snider died Nov. 29, 1918. Mr. B.S. 
Snider preceded her to the great beyond only by 
a few days. They leave to mourn their untimely 
departure two children, an adopted son and her 
mother who is beyond 80 years of age.

Obituary (Marble Hill) – 
January 15, 1919
George Brett Meyer, his wife Bessie and their 
daughter Eva were stricken with influenza, from 
which they seemed to be recovering, but pneumonia 
supervened, and husband and wife passed away 
Saturday night, Nov. 16, 1918, the husband at 11 
o’clock and the wife six hours later. The funeral was 
a very sad one. It was in the new church at Marble 
Hill. Just one week later three-year-old Eva was laid 
at their feet.

Obituary (Odin) – January 22, 1919
Rev. W.D. Simmons, pastor of Odin, and his wife 
Sister Core Simmons and their seven small children 
were all stricken about the same with influenza 
and on the night of January 14, about 9:45, Sister 
Simmons passed away. 

Brother Simmons has been hanging between life and 
death for several days and was not aware of the wife’s 
departure until Monday morning, when the doctor 
and nurse gave consent to let him know the facts. 
He is much improved at the present writing and the 
children are all out of danger. 
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The Missouri Conference 
NextGen team has a new 

way to help young adults keep 
their faith at the forefront rather 
than an after-thought as they 
make the transition from high 
school to what’s beyond. 

The senior transition tool is an 
online form that can be filled 
out by anyone that knows a 
senior who is graduating high 
school this year. 

The information from that 
form will given to college-age 
ministry leaders across the state 

so they can make connections 
with students who are new to 
their area. 

“Some youth leaders have 
already been introducing their 
youth to college ministry 
leaders, and this should help 
more of those connections be 
made across the state,” said 
Missouri Conference Youth 
Specialist Maggie Lohmeyer. 

Lohmeyer would like to see all 
churches filling out information 
for their seniors, regardless of 
what their post-high school 

plans are. Even if they are going 
to continue to live at home 
while going to college, having 
the information may help them 
connect with a different faith 
group in their area. 

If the form is widely adapted, it 
could also be used to help local 
churches know where there are 
opportunities to be in ministry 
with college students. 

The tool can be found at www.
nextgenumc.org/resources-post/
gtt.

SENIOR TRANSITION TOOL
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THE MISSOURI UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION

Foundation Grants 
Support COVID-19 
Response
W hen the pandemic hit, a team at Park 

Hills UMC made the adaptive changes 
needed to step up their online worship. It took 
teamwork and generosity of time and resources. 
Your Missouri United Methodist Foundation 
is helping them make their online worship a 
permanent, high quality experience that will 
continue after the pandemic by providing 
funding for equipment that was initially 
borrowed from members. 

Rev. Eddie Bone of Park Hills had never applied 
for a Foundation grant, but decided to apply for 
the special COVID-19 Emergency grant. The 
grant money his church received will cover the 
cost of a new computer to increase the quality of 
online worship. “We’re trying to do what God is 
encouraging us to do,” says Bone.

“I can't begin to tell you how much fun I had last 
week calling churches that had grants approved 
to see if they received their grant checks!” says 
Rev. Laura Murphy, Associate Director of 
Development for the Missouri United Methodist 
Foundation. In April and May the Foundation 
expedited the distribution of over $94,000 to 71 
churches across the Missouri Conference.

“Telling people they are receiving money is one 
of the best jobs in the world!” laughs Murphy, 

but even better is “getting 
to hear the stories of the 
churches and how they plan 
to use their grant money. It 
gives you a glimpse of the 
kind of Kingdom work we are 
getting to be a part of!”

“The Foundation board of trustees tried to give 
meaningful support to as many churches as 
possible,” states Foundation president David 
Atkins, “but difficult decisions still had to be 
made.” The Foundation provides gift, investment, 
and stewardship services to all United Methodist 
churches in Missouri. “The Ministry Grant 
program is funded by small gifts and larger 
endowment gifts from individual church 
members across Missouri,” says Atkins. “It is a 
wonderful legacy of neighbor helping neighbor – 
that’s the purpose of the Foundation.” 

Visit the Foundation online at www.mumf.
org. Make a gift, or start your own fund to 
build a legacy. A full list of recent grants will be 
published in the Foundation newsletter. 
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These are troubling times in America and in our 
world. We are facing a pandemic that is both not 

fully understood and uncommonly deadly. As a result, 
we are also suffering an economic collapse that, at least 
in the short term, rivals the Great Depression. Now 
we also have the killing of George Floyd by police in 
Minneapolis, the latest and perhaps cruelest of a whole 
series of police killings of unarmed black men. 

The new coronavirus has exposed the inequities in 
healthcare and living conditions of ethnic minorities and 
the poor in general in America (and may soon expose 
the lack of healthcare in many rural communities). The 
killing of George Floyd has put an exclamation point on 
the inequities we knew about policing in many places in 
America. 

John Wesley did not address pandemics, but he did 
speak to healthcare for the poor. He did not address 
the behavior of police toward persons of color, but he 
did speak against slavery. In both cases his views were 
shaped by core theological commitments. 

The first is that all persons are created in the image of 
God. We are all intended to be reflections of God’s love 
in the world. This means all humans are equal; no race 
or ethnicity is superior to another. As Wesley writes in 
his Thoughts Upon Slavery, “Certainly the African is no 
respect inferior to the European.”

Second, all are equally loved by God. As Charles 
Wesley writes, God is “Pure, Universal love:” “To me, 
to all, thy mercies move; thy nature and thy name is 
Love”(“Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown,” United 
Methodist Hymnal #386).

Therefore, Christ died for the entire human race. 
“Come, all the world!” Charles Wesley writes, “the 

invitation is to all.” (Come, 
Sinner, to the Gospel Feast,” 
UM Hymnal #339). 

Thus, our worth and dignity as 
human beings is not grounded 
in our race, background, 
family, nationality, intellect, 
talent, or appearance. Our 
worth is grounded in the fact 
that God loved us even unto 
death on a cross. Therefore, 
we cannot as Christians claim our dignity at the 
experience of others. Our worth and dignity comes 
from God. 

Third, we are to love our neighbor as ourselves. True 
religion, John Wesley wrote, is “no other than love: 
the love of God and of all mankind; the loving God 
with all our heart and soul and strength, as having first 
loved us…and the loving that which God hath made, 
every man on earth, as our own soul.” (An Earnest 
Appeal to Men of Reason and Religion, 2). It is no 
wonder that Wesley described himself “in pain for 
many of the poor that were sick” due to their lack of 
inexpensive and reliable healthcare (A Plain Account 
of the People Called Methodists). 

Wesley was even more pained at violence that harmed 
unarmed persons, whether by authorities or a mob. 
He would have certainly been outraged at the death of 
George Floyd. 

There is much to face and much to do in the weeks and 
months ahead. May we all know the love of God ever 
more deeply, grow in our compassion for others, and 
join God in spreading that love such that all persons 
are treated with dignity, respect, and justice. 

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology

WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY BY HAL KNIGHT

Love Our Neighbor 
As Ourselves
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R ecently, I read the story of the disciples on the 
Road to Emmaus, found in Luke 24. I’ve always 
wondered why they didn’t recognize Jesus as he 

walked with them, and this time it struck me that there 
would be no reason for them to recognize him. They 
suffered from what brain researchers call implicit bias. 
Implicit bias is when we subconsciously have thoughts 
and feelings that cause us to have a preference for or 
aversion to someone or something. On the road to 
Emmaus, they subconsciously determined that dead 
people don’t come back to life, despite the evidence 
walking beside them.

Our brains are miraculous and help us navigate an 
incredibly complicated world around us. We are taking 
in more information than we can possibly evaluate 
explicitly (or with awareness). So, our brains help us by 
taking cues from the culture around us, the families we 
grew up in and our personal experiences to make quick, 
unconscious (implicit) decisions about the people and 
situations we encounter.

Sometimes this can be incredibly helpful. When I see 
a police car on the side of the road, I instinctively slow 
down. I don’t have to think about whether the officer 
is using radar to catch people who are speeding, I just 
know to take my foot off the accelerator. Why? Because 
my parents taught me to be a safe driver and because I’ve 
unfortunately, experienced the consequences of speeding 
past a waiting police car. 

But other times our implicit bias gets us in trouble, 
especially when we make unconscious decisions about 
other people. For example, if I see a large man in a 
leather jacket with tattoos all over his neck and arms 
walking toward me, I immediately react. My heart rate 
increases and I may even cross the street. I don’t know 

anything about him, but I make 
an unconscious decision and act 
on that decision swiftly.

And here’s why that really matters. 
In the past few months, we’ve 
again witnessed several events 
where black men have been killed 
without reason. We’ve seen videos 
of white people treating black 
men as if they are criminals even 
though they’re not. Not surprisingly, researchers have 
found that unknowingly, white people often associate 
black people with criminality. The news reports we 
see, the culture we’re born into reinforces this idea and 
causes us to act irrationally.

Here’s the good news. By God’s grace, we can change 
the script in our heads. We can notice when we’re 
making quick unconscious decisions about other people 
and can tell ourselves that what we think is not true. 

One of the beautiful things about Jesus is that over and 
over we see him treating people as they are, and not as 
society paints them. He’s respectful to women, touches 
lepers, eats with sinners and dies for his enemies. As 
Jesus followers, tasked with loving our neighbors, perhaps 
one way to begin to be more like Jesus is to notice when 
we’re making judgments about others and then ask 
ourselves if it’s true. As laity in your local congregation, I 
encourage you to think about how you can help people in 
your church recognize their own biases and change the 
world, one small decision at a time.

For more resources about implicit bias, check out this 
online course from GCORR: https://www.gcorr.org/
online-course-implicit-bias.

Jill Wondell, Associate 
Lay Leader for the 

Missouri Conference

LAITY VOICES BY JILL WONDELL

Understanding
Implicit Bias

42 July 2020  |  The Missouri Methodists



MUSIC MATTERS BY RYAN MCLOUTH

Ryan McLouth, 
Worship Director, 

Woods Chapel Church

Churches should do away with traditional 
music and hymns altogether. They are 
antiquated, too formal, irrelevant, and 
not emotional. These are all arguments 
that I have noticed in numerous articles, 
interviews, podcasts, and even interpersonal 
conversations over the last few years. I 
couldn’t disagree more. We shouldn’t make 
choices about which music to deploy in 
worship based solely on style, emotional 
impact, or whether it is being played on 
Christian top 40 radio. We need to value 
content of text and aesthetic excellence first.

Does that mean we go the opposite route 
and exclude Bethel and Hillsong? Of course 
not. Much of contemporary worship holds 
tremendous value in the above categories. I 
believe songs must be evaluated on a case-
by-case basis and decisions should be made 
with careful intent. There are high and 
low-quality songs in both contemporary and 
classical camps.

Regarding text, there are numerous examples 
of selections that are probably not the most 
well-crafted. Whether simply a lack of 
theological depth, or outright scriptural 
inaccuracy, it is all out there. I’m reminded of 
the song “Mary Did You Know?” Yes, Mary 
did in fact know. Or “Reckless Love.” Should 
God’s love be compared to the recklessness 
nature of humans, or is he in fact sovereign? 
Of course, there are traditional music 
examples as well. Is Jesus really calling to us 

“Softly and Tenderly?” 
That’s not to say I 
haven’t programmed or 
led each of these songs. I 
have, in fact. Some even 
recently. I think we’re all 
guilty of falling prey to 
familiarity sometimes.

There are several 
examples of good and 
bad aesthetics as well. Some songs that have 
awkward lyrical rhythms in order to sacrifice 
for the melody. What about songs that are 
too simple? Are we being poor stewards of 
God’s gifts when we compose or use music 
that is not particularly artistic? I can see merit 
in the argument that simplicity provides 
the opportunity for people to be drawn in. 
However, if simplicity is a result of lack of 
effort, then I would argue we are not putting 
our best foot forward for His glory.

Also consider heritage. Do we set aside our 
Christian roots for the sake of relevance? 
I think it depends on the context of your 
church and who you are trying to reach. 
If you are sensitive to trying to draw in a 
younger audience or people that may have 
had negative experiences in the past, then 
traditional hymns may not be the most 
powerful tool at your disposal. At the end 
of the day, I believe all styles should be 
considered and decisions should be made 
with prayerful intent.
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2020 MISSOURI CONFERENCE APPOINTMENTS

AF A�  liate Member
AM Associate Member
BI Bishop
CL Certi� ed Lay Minister
DM Diaconal Minister
DR Retired Diaconal Minister
FD Deacon in full connection
FE Elder in full connection
FL Full-time Local Pastor
LA Leave of Absence

OA Associate member of another conference
OD Deacon member of another conference
OE Elder member of another conference
OF Full member of another denomination
PD Provisional Deacon
PE Provisional Elder
PL Part-time Local Pastor
PM Provisional Member
RA Retired Associate Member
RD Retired Deacon in full connection

RE Retired Elder in full connection
RF Retired from another denomination
RI Retired inactive from another conference
RL Retired Local Pastor
RM Retired full, associate or probationary member
RO Retired clergy from another conference
SP Student Local Pastor
SY Supply Pastor
TBA To Be Appointed
TBS To Be Supplied

� e following directory is a listing of persons related to the Missouri Conference as of July 1, 2020. � e codes indicate the status of each clergy person’s membership 
in the annual conference. Names which appear in bold type are new assignments. 

GATEWAY CENTRAL DISTRICT
Robin Bell, District Superintendent (FE) (2)

Arlington – Daniel Shanks (FE) (2)
Asbury – Ivan James III (CL) (9)
Bellefontaine – Glen P. Connoley (FE) (9)
Beloved Community – Kevin M. Kosh (FE) (5)
Bethel – Bobby Ray Seaman (FE) (2)
Cedar Grove/Mt. Olive (Robertsville) – Michael 

Duane McDowell (PL) (4)
Christ Community – Michelle McGhee (FE) (16)
Concord Trinity – Mary Weaver (FE) (1)
    Associate Pastor, Discipleship Formation – 

Laura C. Taylor (FD) (10)
    Associate Pastor, Older Adult Ministry – 

Libby ( Jan) Reimers (RL) (9)
Cuba – Paula Brookshier to (PE) (3)
Elevation – Roger Ross (FE) (2)
� e River at Eureka – Tim G. Schulte (AM) (4)

Associate Pastor – David Babb (PL) (1)
Fenton – Lee A. Porch (FE) (5)
First (Bourbon) – Alecia Fischer (FD) (2)
First (Union) – Matthew Riley (FL) (3)
First (Washington) – Troy Merseal (FL) (3)
Grace (St. Louis) – Kathryn Nix (FE) (2)
Grace (Sullivan) – Brenda Stobbe (FD) (1) 
Gray Summit – Matthew Riley (FL) (3)
Harmony – Nathan R. Hopping (FL) (7)

St. Louis Korean – Myeonggyun Lee (OE) (8)
Immanuel (Senate Grove) – Amanda Gastreich 

(PL) (1)
Kirkwood – Katie Trinter (FE) (3)

Associate Pastor – Jess Horsley (PE) (2)
Lafayette Park/Centenary – Kathleen F. Wilder (FE) (14)
La Trinidad –  José Marino Chacón Mayorga (PE) (11)
Leslie/Casco/Champion City – Mary Nienhueser 

(PL) (1)
Lewis Memorial Chapel – Mary Avizenis (RL) (1)
Living Word – David Israel (FE) (3)

Executive Pastor – Gregory P. Finfrock (FE) (13)
Manchester – Robert Andrew Bryan (FE) (2)

Pastor of Congregational Care – Stephanie S. 
Lendt (FE) (13)
Pastor of Young Adult Ministries –  Ti� any 
(Winter) DeGraaf – Hamilton (FD) (6)
Pastor of Administration – Phillip M. Estes (FD) (8)
Pastor of Faith Formation – James Peich (PE) (4)

Maplewood – Diana Kim Shirar (FE) (12)

Mt. Zion – Kyle Butler (FE) (3)
New Covenant/Zion – Elsie Quintanilla-Perez (FE) (2)
New Haven – Amanda Gastreich (PL) (1)
New Hope – Steven C. Majdecki (FE) (8)
Normandy – Cheree Trent Mills (FE) (1)
North Hills – Mary Ann Cieslak (PL) (2) 
North Park – Sheila Bouie-Sledge (FE) (3)
Paci� c – Tony Townley (AM) (4)
St. Andrew – Monica Je� erson (AM) (14)   

Associate Pastor – Glen P. Connoley (FE) (2)
St. James – Alecia Fischer (FD) (2)
St. Luke’s – David Scott (FE) (3)
St. Mark’s – John M. Gregory (FE) (14)
Salem in Ballwin – William Purinton (OF) (1)
Salem in Ladue – Terri S. Swan (FE) (13)

Associate Pastor – � e Connection Site – 
Katrina I. Drew (FE) (4)
Associate Pastor – Deborah P. LeMoine (FD) (3)
Associate Pastor – Sean McIntyre (PE) (1)
Associate Pastor of Modern Worship – Tim Power 
(FL) (4)

Samaritan – Ivan James III (CL) (6)
� e Gathering – Matthew T. Miofsky (FE) (15)

Associate Pastor – McCausland Site Pastor – 
Samuel (Matt) M. Fulmer (FL) (7)
Associate Pastor – Charity Goodwin (FE) (1)
Associate Pastor – Adam Baker (OE) (1)

UMC of Green Trails – Linda Settles (FE) (1)
UMC of St. Clair/Fairview (Grubville) – 

Donna Schofi eld Dolle (PL) (1)
Union Memorial – Antonio Settles (FE) (1)
Unity – Stephanie Leonard (PL) (3)
University – Diane Kenaston (OE) (6)   
Valley Park – Jewell Brodie (CL) (4)
Webster Hills – Linda Gastreich (FE) (6)
Webster United Methodist – Sharon E. Kichline 

(FE) (10)

331.1 Deacons Appointed Beyond the Local Church:
Organizer, Metropolitan Congregations United – 

Susan E. Sneed (FD) (10), CC: St. Mark’s
Secondary Appointment: St. Mark’s

Mercy Experience Analyst, Mercy Hospital – Karen 
K. Fields (FD) (14), CC: Salem in Ladue

Secondary Appointment: Salem in Ladue
American Red Cross – Mary Beth Elders (FD) (4), 
CC: Webster

344.1a (1) Extension Ministries – With Annuity 
Claim on the Missouri Annual Conference:
Superintendent, Gateway Central District – 

Robin Bell (FE) (2)
344.1a (3) Extension Ministries – Without Annuity 
Claim on the Missouri Annual Conference:
Cooperative Youth Director, Alaska Missionary 

Conference – Kristin Saviers McGuire (PE) (2), 
CC: Maplewood

344.1d Extension Ministries – Without Annuity 
Claim on the Missouri Annual Conference:
Founder, CEO & Chief of Chaplains, � e Pneuma 

(Spirit) Center – K. Llewellyn McGhee (FE) (8), 
CC: Christ Community

Director of Spiritual Care Services, Christian 
Hospital/NW Healthcare – Jill G. Walter – Penn 
(FE) (41), CC: St. Mark’s

Chaplain, SSM Health Systems – Stephanie 
Leonard (PL) (3)

Chaplain, USCG Sector, Key West – Joseph Frana 
(FE), (4), CC: Cuba

344.4 Affi  liate Members:
Robert B. Collingwood (AF) (20) – CC: Main Street 

Bamburg, SC
Linda Horrell (AF) (26) – CC: St. John’s: 

Edwardsville, IL
Kristen Leslie (AF) (10) – CC: Adrain:  Detroit, MI

346.1 Clergy from Other Annual Conferences:
Harold S. Morse (OE) (33) – CC: Rochester Hills, 

Detroit Conference
Adam Ployd (OD) (7) – CC: Crossroads: 

West Virginia Conference
Paul E. Stroble (OE) (9) – CC: Vandalia First: 

IL Great Rivers Conference

346.1 Clergy Serving Other Annual Conferences:
Gresham – Oregon – Idaho Conference – 

Steven W. Lewis (FE) (7), CC: Webster Hills

354.2a (3) Leave of Absence: 
Conway B. Briscoe (FE) (14), CC: Grace (St. Louis) 
Terry L. Gallamore FE) (27), CC: Manchester
Layden Gilbert (Rocky) Marlowe, Jr. (FE) (4), 

CC: Green Trails
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357.1 Incapacity Leave:
Je� ry C. Spaulding (FE) (10), CC: St. Luke’s
Betty Sue Watson (FE) (12), CC: Manchester

359.1 Honorable Location:
Terry Barber (HL) (37), CC: Manchester
Robert Deckert (HL) (48), CC: St. Mark’s
Ronald C. White (HL) (29), CC: Manchester
Adam Caldwell (HL) (3); CC: Living Word

359.3 Honorable Location Retired:
Walter G. Storey (HR) (23), CC: Webster Hills

GATEWAY REGIONAL DISTRICT
District Superintendent: Linda Harris (FE) (7)

Asbury (Foley)/Makin Memorial – Larry Gallaher 
(PL) (1)

Belgrade – David Fitzmaurice (FE) (2)
Bellfl ower – Jack Gillespie (PL) (1)
Bethel – TBS
Buell – TBS 
Caledonia/Bismarck – Elizabeth Allen (FL) (1)
Centenary (Bonne Terre) – David Wiant (FL) (5)
Centennial (Elsberry) – Brenda Cockrell (SY) (1) 
Church of the Shepherd – Jon Spalding (FE) (5)

Congregational Excellence Fellowship – Adam 
Lauman (PE) (2)
Associate Pastor – Danny Lybarger (PE) (2)
Associate Pastor – Ben Rush (PD) (2)
Ceremonial Rites Pastor – TBS: Carol Meyer (RL) (9) 

College – Eric Moore (FE) (4)
Cornerstone – Mike Gillen (FE) (7) 
Desloge/Esther – Pati Robertson (FL) (4) 
Elsberry – Floyd Gudde (FL) (3)
Emmanuel – TBS
Faith (St. Charles) – Linda Pagel (FE) (5)
First (DeSoto) – Stefenie Rustige (PL) (4)
First (Festus–Crystal City) – Letisha Green (FE) (2)
First (Park Hills) – M. Edward (Eddie) Bone (FE) (26) 
First (St. Charles) – Bart Hildreth (FE) (6)

Associate Pastor – Debby Bartley (FD) (12)
First–Presbyterian (Montgomery City) – 

Edward F. Hankinson (FE) (12) 
Flucom – TBS
Hematite – TBS
Herculaneum – Jimmy Sansom (RO) (2)
Hermann/Rosebud – John Hampton (FL) (1)
Hillsboro/Transformation – Harold Long (FL) (1)
Jonesburg/Pendleton – Suzanne Nicholson (FE) (1)
Leadwood/Irondale – TBS
Libertyville/Doe Run – TBS
Marvin Chapel – TBS
Memorial – Ron Beaton (FE) (2)
Middletown – TBS 
Mineola – TBS
Mineral Point – David Lindow (OF) (2)
Morning Star – C. Michael Schreiner (FE) (23)

Associate Pastor – Keith Scarborough (FL) (2)
Celebrate Recovery Pastor – Shane Laswell (FL) (2)

Moscow Mills/Old Alexandria – Mark Spence (FL) (8)  
Mt. Olive (DeSoto) – Dean Sharp (RF) (2)
New Florence/Big Spring – TBS
New Hope (Owensville)/Woollam – Amy Turner 

(RE) (2)
Olney – Jack Gillespie (PL) (1)
Potosi – David Hedrick (PL) (2)
Shiloh (Foristell) – Meagan O’Brien (PE) (1)

Sligo – TBS
Smith Chapel (Elsberry) – TBS: Abby Hall (SY) (1)
Smith Creek/Central Grove – Rudy Pulido (RF) (6)
St. Andrew’s (DeSoto) – David Duncan (FL) (4)
St. Stephen – William O’Neal (FE) (5)
SunRise – James Blue (FE) (17) 

Associate Pastor – Amie Littrell (FE) (1)
Victoria – Stefenie Rustige (PL) (4)
� e Way – Jimmy Cooper (FE) (8)
Wellsville UMPC – Paul Catterton (RE) (1)
Wentzville – Mark Dumas (FE) (9)
Wesley (Troy) – Henry Brewer (OE) (15) 
Wesley (Festus)/Plattin (Festus) – Kayla Roe (PL) (3)
Wesley–Smith Chapel – Maury Clay (PL) (5)
Zion (Mapaville) – Jimmy Sansom (RO) (2)

331.1 Deacons Appointed Beyond the Local Church:
St. Joseph’s West Chaplain – Christine Dumas (FD) 

(1) CC: Wentzville

344.1 – Extension Ministries With Annuity Claim:
Gateway Regional District Superintendent – 

Linda Harris (FE) (7), CC: SunRise

353.2.a – Voluntary Leave of Absence:
Stephanie Roth (FE) (13), CC: First (St. Charles)

357.1 – Medical Leave:
Carol Blackwell (FE) (6) CC: First (Festus–Crystal City)
Elizabeth Freeman (FE) (7), CC: First (St. Charles)

HEARTLAND DISTRICT
District Superintendent, David Gilmore (FE) (1)

Adrian/Passaic – Chris J. Sams (PE) (2)
Aldersgate (Lee’s Summit) – Christopher Williams 

(FE) (5)
Appleton City/Rockville – Larry Sorrells (FL) (3)
Archie – Poese Vatikani (PE) (2)
Atherton – Paul Bond (RE) (9)
Bethel (Hughesville)/Blackwater Chapel – 

Wes Wing� eld (PL) (5)
Blue Ridge Blvd. – Anchul Axelrod (FL) (5)
Brandon – TBS
Buckner – Doug Day (PL) (2)
Calhoun/Drake’s Chapel – Margie Briggs (CL) (15)
Centennial (Kansas City) – Jason Bryles (FE) (5)
Central – Sarah Haynes (FE) (2)

Associate (Kuomba) – Riziki Lubula (PL) (1)
Chilhowee – Tamera Mortenson (PL) (3)
Christ – Mike Costanzo (FE) (5)
Clinton – Steve Blacksher (FE) (2)
Country Club – Angie Colina McNeil (FE) (1)
Cole Camp – Tanner Wiley (PL) (6)
Corder – Ralph Varner (SY) (1)
Creighton – Betty Wright (PL) (8)
CrossRoads (Belton) – Sid Robbins (FE) (10)
Drexel – Orlando Gallardo Parra (OE) (3)
Fairmount – Travis Scott (PL) (5)
Faith (Grain Valley) – Mike Cassidy (FE) (4)
First (Blue Springs) – Chris Abel (FE) (2)

Associate – Andrew Nelson (SY) (1)
First (Independence) – JC Harp (FE) (5)
First (Odessa)/Wellington – Jeremey Lundergan (FL) (1)
First (Sedalia) – James R. Downing, Jr. (FE) (25)

Associate – Candace Fowler (PE) (2)
First (Warrensburg) – William Peter Norton (FE) (2)
Florence/Goodwill Chapel – Vonda Veale (PL) (3)

Garden City – Darren Rew (PL) (8)
Georgetown – Kenneth Cripe (PL) (20)
Glenwood Park – Tony Walker (OF) (1)
Grace (Higginsville)/Lexington – Terry Cook (FE) (8)
Grace (Lee’s Summit) – Jeremy T. Vickers (FE) (17)

Associate (Oak Grove) – Tracy Carpenter (PL) (3)
Associate – Jonathan Clark (FL) (1)
Associate – Rocky Kloth (PL) (6)
Associate (Eldorado Springs) – Kevin McNeely 
(FL) (6)

Grand Avenue Temple – Cherryll Doughty (FE) (4)
Grandview – Harlan Harper (PL) (2)
Hardin – Kelley Buhrle (PL) (4) 
Harrisonville – Kevin Shelton (FE) (7)
Holden – Rob R. Allen (PL) (4)
Hope – Robert Niles (OE) (1)
Keystone/Revolution – Steve Jones (FE) (6)

Associate (Revolution) – Linda Wansing (PE) (2)
Knob Noster – Paul Smith (FE) (3)
Lake Lotawana – Tom Statler (FE) (1)
La Monte/Eldorado – Christopher Jackson (FL) (1)
Leeton/Ionia – Harvey Beach (PL) (9)
Lincoln/Hickory Chapel – Renae Watt (PL) (3)
Lucas – Glenda Dethlo�  (PL) (5)
Medford – Bobby Kent (PL) (10)
Mt. Tabor (Odessa) – John Churchill (RO) (14)
Mount Washington – Karen Tutak (FL) (3)
Mt. Zion (Deepwater) – David Hill (PL) (3)
Napoleon – Curtis Wilhelmsen (PL) (9)
New Bethel/Pleasant Hill (Sedalia) – Deb Galey (PL) (6)
Norris – TBS
Northern Boulevard – Barry Freese (RE) (1)
Oakland (Buckner) – Homer Davidson (RA) (6)
One Spirit – Erika Braun (PL) (1)
Peculiar – Wendy Minshall (FL) (2)
Pleasant Hill – James Stan� eld-Myers (FE) (2)
Red Bridge – Trista Soendker-Nicholson (FE) (5)

Associate – Terry Clark (PL) (10)
Resurrection (Blue Springs) – Penny Ellwood (FL) (11)
Resurrection (Downtown) – Scott Chrostek
Smithton/Lake Creek – Jason P. Veale (PL) (12)
St. Andrew (Kansas City) – Jeff rey Williams (PE) (1)
St. James – Emanuel Cleaver III (FE) (13)

Associate – Elmer Cunningham (PL) (1)
Associate – Jacquelyn McCall (FL) (1)
Associate – Danielle Quinn (PE) (4)

St. James Renaissance South Campus – 
Emanuel Cleaver III (FE) (6)

St. Johns – James E. Ho� man (FE) (8)
St. Luke’s – Steve Williams (FE) (6)
St. Mark’s (Independence) – Sarah Wimberley (FE) (1)
St. Paul’s (Raymore) – Monty Stratton (FL) (7)

Associate – Allison Wilson (FL) (3)
Sugar Creek – Loretta “Bobbie” Stone (RE) (4)
Taylor Chapel/Epworth – Calvin Pritchard (PL) (16)
� e Summit (Lee’s Summit) – James Preisig (FE) (19)

Associate – Christopher Chandler (PL) (1)
Associate – Matt Kelley (PL) (2)
Associate – Jesse Land (PL) (1)
Associate – Ryan Schreckenghaust (FL) (2)

Terrace Lake – Dennis Stone (PL) (4)
Trinity (Kansas City) – Tex Sample (RE) (3)
Warsaw – Loren Whetsell (FE) (5)
Wesley (Sedalia) – Dennis Harper (FE) (5)
Wesley Chapel/Woods Chapel (Odessa) – 

David Mortenson (PL) (2)
Windsor – Melvin “Pete” Hill (OF) (7)
Woods Chapel (Lee’s Summit) – Robyn Miller (FE) (5)

Associate – Dave Hackett (RL) (7)
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Associate – Brian Swanson (FL) (5)
Associate – Sherri Swanson (FL) (14)
Associate (Blue Springs Campus) – Mike Scott (FL) (6) 

344.1a With Annuity Claim on the Missouri Annual 
Conference: Heartland District Superintendent, 
David Gilmore (FE) (1) CC: St. James

 344.1b  Without Annuity Claim:
Chaplain, Carondelet Health, Evelyn Summers (FE) 

(20), CC: One Spirit
Chaplain, Kingswood Manor, Kathleen Danforth 

(FE) (19) CC: Trinity
Chaplain, Mosaic Life Care Medical Center, Sally A. 

Schwab (FE) (31) CC: Trinity
Chaplain, St. Luke’s Hospital, Emily Stirewalt (FE) 

(1)  CC: Central
Chaplain, Tyson Foods, Yolanda Villa (FE) (1) CC: 

Red Bridge
Life Coaching, Lia McIntosh (FE) (2) CC: St. James

Professor, Saint Paul School of � eology, Jeanne 
Hoeft (FE) (13) CC: Trinity

Dean, Wesley Seminary, Robert Martin (FE) (8) CC: 
Trinity

Wesley Seminary – Lewis Center, Stephanie 
Remington (FE) (3), CC: Aldersgate

354.1 Leave of Absence:
Kevyn Amos (FE) (8)
Sarah Hamilton (FE) (8), CC: Wesley (Sedalia)
Shelby R. Seelinger (FE) (13), CC: First (Warrensburg)

357.1 Incapacity Leave:
Kathy Leclere (FE) (16)
Brad Reed (FE) (2)

358.1 Honorable Location
A. Lee Edwards  CC: Hope 
Benjamin C. (Ben) Mulford  CC: Grace (Lee’s Summit)
Steven L. Turner  CC: First (Sedalia)
Glen Wood  CC: Lee’s Summit 

358.3 Honorable Location - Retired
John Garth Leigh  CC: St. John’s (Kansas City)
Cheryl Schmeling  CC: Asbury (Prairie Village, KS)

1314 Deaconess:
Amanda Caruso-Yahne (13) CC: Trinity

MARK TWAIN DISTRICT
District Superintendent, Steve Pinnell (FE) (5)

Arch (Hannibal) – Stacie Williams (FE) (3)
Atlanta – Susan McCarty (PL) (2)
Barker – Dee Wiley (SY) (1)
Bethel – Michael “Mike” Alberts (PL) (9)
 Bethlehem – Susan McCarty (PL) (2)
Bowling Green Parish: Bowling Green/Oak 

Grove/Vandalia – Steven Rosenberg (FL) (1)
Brashear – Nancy Douglas (CL) (1)
Browning/Linneus/Haseville – Arch Philips (PL) (2)
Bucklin/Mt. Zion – Meghan Riegerix (FD) (3) 
Centenary (Louisiana)/Clarksville – Art Moore (FL) (7)
Clarence – Delbert Earlywine (PL) (10)
Clark County ParishKahoka/Wayland/Blu�  Springs – 

Franz Kinkhorst (SY) (1)
Dockery Chapel/Grundy Center – Jim King (FL) (1)
Evangelical (Brook� eld) – Sue Lambert (RL) (3)

First (Kirksville)–Scott Beard (FE) (4)
Momentum and Discipleship Pastor – Jennifer 
Finley (FD) (6)
Associate Pastor – Lorri Landon (PL) (2)

Gorin – Marilyn Fitzgerald (SY) (1)
Green Castle/Prairie Chapel – Benjamin Williams 

(PL) (2)
Hydesburg (Hannibal) – Tom Lemons (PL) (2)
Immanuel (Canton) – Dawn Gerard (PE) (2)
Kendall – Virgil Clow (RA) (9)
Knox County Parish – Bee Ridge/Edina/Knox City – 

Graig Connell (FL) (5)
Lancaster/Faith (Kirksville) – HR Rogers (FL) (3)
La Plata – Cheryl Flaim (PL) (2)
Laclede/ Meadville–Joe Cuminale (FL) (4)
Lewis County Faith Cooperative Parish: 

Centenary/Park – Lewistown/Monticello – Carolyn 
Leaver (PL) (4)

Luray /St. Francisville – Donna Reid (SY) (1)
Macon – Carl Knapp (FE) (7)
Madison – Grace – Karen Shearer (PL) (4)
Marceline – John Pinkston III (FL) (3)
Memphis – Mary Lou Toft (FE) (3)
Mendon/Sumner – Charles Littrell (PL) (4)
Milan/Green City – Josh Ritzheimer FL (4)
Monroe City/Mt. Vernon – Olivia Earlywine (FL) (9)

Florida – Lin Donnelly (PL) (3)
Mt. Olive/Durham/LaGrange – Brett Reith (FL) (2)
Mt. Zion – East – Cheryl Flaim (PL) (5)
Mt. Zion – West – Teresa Lark (PL) (5)
North Linn County Parish – Bear Branch/Pleasant 
Grove – Sue Lambert (RL) (3)
Novinger – Raymond Magruder (SY) (1)
Palmyra – Eric Anderson (FE) (13)
Paris – Lin Donnelly (PL) (9)
Park First/(Hannibal) – Jessica Foster (PE) (2)
Princeton/Mercer – Lori Kiehl (FL) (2)
Saverton – Ilasco (Hannibal) – Rich Stilley (PL) (3)
Scott’s Chapel (Hannibal) – Linda Spaun (PL) (12)
Scotland County Parish – Arbela/ Downing /
Granger – Marilyn Fitzgerald (SY) (1)
Shelbina/Hunnewell/Lowman Chapel
Shelbina/Hunnewell – Andrew Coon (FE) (4)

Lowman Chapel –Virgil Clow (RA) (9)
Siloam Chapel/Zion Tom Parks (PL) (2)
South Eagle (Brook� eld) – Charles Littrell (PL) (2)
Trinity (Brook� eld)–Joel Kidwell (FE) (2)
Unionville – Barb Hagerla (FL) (2)
Wesley (Trenton) – Steve Martin (FL) (5)
Yarrow – TBS 

344.1a Extension Ministries – With Annuity Claim 
on the Missouri Annual Conference: 
Steve Pinnell, Superintendent (FE) (5), 

CC: First (Kirksville)

359.1 Honorable Location:
Gary L. Phillips HN (27), CC: Kirksville First

MID-STATE DISTRICT
District Superintendent, Mi Hyeon Lee (FE) (3)

Asbury (Salisbury) – TBS
Belle/Koenig – Kevin  Runge (SY) (1)
Bethel – Mary Maddox (SY) (1)
Brunswick/Salisbury – Naftal Massela Naftal (FE) (1)
California – Eugene Moeller (FL) (4)

Camdenton – Richard Northcutt (FE) (1)
Centralia – William “Bill” Schnackenberg (AM) (7)
Chamois – Sabra Paulsmeyer (SY) (1)
Community (Columbia) – Curtis Olsen (FE) (7)
     Associate Pastor – Angie Olsen (FE) (4) 
Concordia – Fred Smith (RE) (1)
Court Street/Shiloh – Rebecca Dunger Peak (FE) (3)
Eldon – Joan DeBoe (FL) (3)
Fairview – Nancy Martin (OE) (1)
Faithbridge – Andy Blacksher (FE) (4)
First ( Je� erson City) – Trevor Dancer (FE) (2)
     Associate Pastor – Karen Taylor (FE) (4)
First (Marshall) – Keith Vessel (FE) (1)

Pastor of Family Ministry – Liz Lindley (PL) (1)
First (Slater) – Molly Moore (FD) (1)
Fortuna – Susan McCollegan (PL) (4) 
Gravois Mills – Lynn Facemyer (PL) (6)
Hallsville – Jim Voigt (FE) (5)
Harper Chapel – Jim Day (FE) (6)
Huntsville – Mike White (RE) (4)
Iberia – Tricia Quist  (PL) (2)
Je� erson Ave (Moberly) / West Park – Jim Crooks (RL) (3)    
Linn Creek – Richard Ginnings (OF) (3)
Linn Memorial – Jennifer Essary (FL) (3)
Maple Grove – Catherine Turner (PL) (3)
McCredie – TBA
Mexico – Eric Mattson (FE) (4)
Midway Locust Grove – Ben Lee (FL) (1) 
Missouri (Columbia) – Fred Leist (FE) (4)

Associate Pastor of Discipleship – TBA
Nelson Memorial (Boonville) – Chris Snyder (FE) (1)
New Bloom� eld – Jeannie Martin Dudenhoe� er (FE) (5)
New Franklin – Mike Keith (RE) (6)
New Hope (Clark)/Sturgeon/Riggs – Mike Will (FE) (6)
New Horizons (Columbia) – Marilyn Moeller (PL) (4)
North Street (Marshall) & Malta Bend – Ralph 

Varner (SY) (1)
Ozark Chapel – Tim Lee (FE) (5)
Pleasant Green – Dan Page (SY) (1)
Pleasant Grove – Paul Klepees (FL) (4)
Prairie Chapel – Rick Matson (CL) (8)
Prairie Home & Grace/Jamestown – Don Almond  

(1)(RO)
Red Rock – Clark Chickering (PL) (3)
River Circuit – Mokane/Tebbetts – Kay Hord (RL) (1)
Rocheport – Ken Zahringer (SY) (1)
Russellville – Clayton Blodgett (PL) (4)
Salisbury – Naftal Massela Naftal (FE) (1)
Smith Chapel (Napton) – Cortney Inbody (SY) (1)
St. John’s (Linn) – Bill Barkman (OF) (3)
St. Luke (Columbia) – John Rice (RE) (4)
St. Luke (Mexico) – Richard Mayson (RO) (13)
St. Paul (Fayette) – Karen Jones (CL) (5)
St. Paul (New Bloom� eld)/St. James (Fulton) – 

David Harts� eld (SY) (1)
Stover – Dorothy (Diane) Cutler (RL) (27)
Tipton – Drew Hake (PL) (2)
Trinity – Kim Hoover (FL) (2)
Versailles/Glensted – Lora Cunningham (FL) (6)
Vienna/Rader – Lynn Quist (FE) (7)
Waverly/Wesley (Sweet Springs)/Norborne – 

Sally DeMasters (FE) (4)
Wesley ( Je� erson City) – Tom Vansant (FE) (10)
Wesley Chapel – Kayla Kelly/Rotation
Wilkes Blvd. – Brad Bryan (FE) (5)
Woodlandville/Glasgow – Karen Alden (RA) (5)
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344.1 a) (1) Extension Ministries – With Annuity 
Claim on � e Missouri Annual Conference:
District Superintendent, Mid-State District – 

Mi Hyeon Lee (FL) (3)
Campus Chaplain, CMU – Kayla Kelly (PE) (4) 

CC: Linn Memorial (Fayette)

� e Missouri Conference Center: 
Assistant to the Bishop – Sandy Nenadal (FE) (1)
Associate Director, Mission Strategist – 

Lucas Endicott (FE) (4) CC: Linn Memorial
Associate Director, Mission, Service and Justice – 

Sharon Williams (OE) (1)
Director of Center for Leadership Excellence – 

Mark Statler (FE) (2) CC: TBA
Director of Connectional Ministries – 

Kim Jenne (FE) (6) CC: Missouri (Columbia) 
Director of Financial and Administrative 

Ministries – Nate Berneking (FE) (8) 
CC: Trinity, Moberly

Director of Next Generation Ministries – 
Je�  Baker (FL) (4) CC: Fairview

Director of Congregational Excellence: Roger Ross 
(FE) (4) CC: Community (Columbia)

344.1 b) Extension Ministries Without Annuity 
Claim on � e Missouri Annual Conference:
Extension Minister – Craig Stevenson PD (3)

CC: Hallsville
State Chaplaincy, MO National Guard – 

Patrick Moore (FE) (3) CC: First Je� erson City

353.2 a) Leave of Absence:
Tina Harris (FE) (4) CC: St. Luke (Columbia)
Chelsey Hillyer (FE) (3) CC: First ( Je� erson City)

353.2 b) Family Leave:
Sarah C. Evans (FE) (12) CC: First ( Je� erson City)
Clayton Peak (FE) (3) CC: Court Street

353.2 c) Transitional Leave of Absence:
Nancy Robertson (FD) (3) CC: Missouri (Columbia)

356 Medical Leave:
Peggy Je� ries (FE) (10) CC: Missouri

358.1 Honorable Location:
David Hutchison CC: First ( Je� erson City)
358.3 Honorable Location Retired:
William D. Crawford CC: Nelson Memorial
Greg O. Mathis CC: Camdenton
Richard L. Todd CC: Epworth, Rehoboth Beach, DE

NORTHWEST DISTRICT
District Superintendent, Melissa M. Dodd (3) 

Albany – Bendi A. Burgin (FE) (17)
Altamont – Marilyn C. Dorst (RL) (26)
Amazonia – Kenneth L. (Ken) Rosenauer (PL) (7) 
Amity/Winston – Galen E. (Eugene) Keats (CL) (11) 
Arley – Daniel G. (Dan) Jones (PL) (5)
Ashland (St. Joseph) – John D. (Doug) Walter (FE) (4) 
Avondale – Michael D. Dunlap (FL) (1)
Breckenridge – TBA 
Broadway (Plattsburg) – Cassie R. Graham (FE) (3) 
Burlington Junction/Wilcox – Marsha A. Martin 

(SY) (1)

Camden – Dave A. Donaldson (OF) (3) 
Cameron – Dan L. Brown (FE) (2)

Associate – Kobey D. Puls (PL) (2)
Carrollton – Keith D. (Anselm) Williams (FE) (10)
Chillicothe – Hugh H. (Buck) Cueni-Smith (FE) (4)

Associate – Michael L. (Mike) Tipton (PL) (3)
Clair/Ebenezer – Cynthia M. (Cindy) Buhman (FE) (3)
Cosby: Zion/Clarksdale – Connie R. Eighmy (SY) (1)
Cowgill – James C. (Jim) Gubser (RO) (2)
Culbertson Chapel – Zephry M. Bingham (PL) (2)
Dearborn – Teresa J. (Tere) DeWitt (PL) (4)
Deer Park Grace – Kevin D. Mabury (PL) (5)
Elmo – John R. Van Nostrand (SY) (1) 

Co-Pastor – Destiny Sanders (PL) (1)
Evolution/Agency – Leanna L. van Zandt Nauman 

(FE) (7) (3)
Fairfax – Andrew H. Sanders (FL) (5)
Faubion – Tim S. Melin (PL) (1)
First (Bethany) – George Pryor (OF) (1)
First (Excelsior Springs) – Laura H. Blevins (FE) (6)
First (Kearney) – Adam L. Mustoe (FE) (2)

Associate – Sherry L. Oxandale (FL) (6)
First (Kearney) – Todd’s Chapel – TBS
First (Maryville) – Kimberly A. (Kim) Mitchell (FE) (2)
Francis Street First – Lydia Pavlovna Istomia (FE) (4)
Gallatin/Jamesport – Harrison B. (Brad) Dush (PL) (3)
Gashland – Melissa A. Bailey-Kirk (FE) (3)
Gilman City – Bendi A. Burgin (FE) (1)
Good Shepherd (Kansas City) – Mark D. Sheets

(FE) (10)
Associate, North Oak Campus – Diannah L. 
White (FL) (2)
Associate, North Oak Campus – Bryan P. Rezen 
(FL) (7)
Associate, Gladstone Campus – Kayla L. 
Meredith (FL) (5)
Associate, Platte County Campus – Fabian 
G. Gonzalez (FL) (2)

Grant City – TBA
Guilford/Barnard – Jerry L. Davidson (RL) (8)
Hale – Rebecca S. Becky Stephens (PL) (4)
Hamilton – Jennifer W. ( Jenn) Klein (FE) (4)
Hammer Memorial (King City) – Gene H. 

Hinrichsen (FL) (6)
Helena – Kenneth L. (Ken) Rosenauer (PL) (3)
Henrietta – Dave A. Donaldson (OF) (3)
Holt – John W. Howard (RL) (4)
Hopkins: Wray Memorial/Pickering – Tim J. Wall 

(SY) (1)
Hu� man Memorial – Larry A. Williams (FE) (6)
Kidder – Richard W. Evans (PL) (13)
Lathrop – Richard L. Ogden (RE) (13)
Lawson – Gary Ponder Williams (FE) (6)
Liberty – Steve P. Clouse (FE) (3)

Associate – Arden E. Ratcli� -Mann (FD) (4)
Associate – Ginger M. Pudenz (PL) (3)

Liberty (Chillicothe)/Pleasant Grove – Lisa R. Morris 
(FL) (3)

Maitland/Graham –David A. Shadinger (PL) (6)
Mandeville – Dennis W. Estes (SY) (1)
Maysville – Katilyn W. Gibson (FL) (1)
McMurry – Jessica A. Richard (FD) (1)
Millville/New Hope – Kathleen A. Schmidtke (RE) (2)
Mound City – Janis K. Roorda (RL) (4)
Mt. Moriah – Charles Christian (OF) (1)
New Hampton/Martinsville/Mitchelville – TBS
North Cross – Shawn C. Franssens (FE) (7)

Associate – Elizabeth J. ( Jen) Shelton (PL) (2)

Associate – Mary D. Saou (PD) (1)
North Star – Doug W. Franklin (FE) (1)

Associate – Judith C. ( Judy) Slimmer (PL) (2)
Oregon/Forest City – David R. Lucas (FL) (3)
Orrick – Robert E. (Bob) Sanders (RO) (5)
Osborn/Weatherby – Isaac B. Gibson (PL) (1)
Paradise – Terry L. Sleppy (OF) (3) 
Parnell – Wesley Foundation, Maryville (17) 
Pattonsburg/Heath – Cristy E. Clark (PL) (5) 
Platte City – Scott Bailey-Kirk (FE) (3) 
Platte Woods – Yvi M. Martin (FE) (1)

Associate – Britton L. Fields (PE) (4)
Associate – Choongho Kwon (FE) (1)

Polo – Kyle R. Stith (PL) (5)
Ravenwood – Wesley Foundation, Maryville (6) 
Richmond – Cathy L. Myers (FE) (2) 
Ridgeway/Eagleville – Kathryn L. Morrison (RE) (1)
Rock Port/Watson – Donna L. Clark Fuller (FE) (4)
Savannah – Danita M. (Dee) Pennington (FE) (6)

Associate – Terry B. Weaver (RL) (8) 
Sheridan – Martin J. Farnan (SY) (1) 
Skidmore/Burr Oak – Wesley Foundation, 

Maryville (20) 
Smithville – Rebecca L. Mulford (PE) (4) 
South Park – Donna R. Bennett (PL) (4) 
Sparta – Rodney M. Krumme (RL) (27) 
St. Paul (St. Joseph) – Amanda L. Ross (FE) (6) 
Stanberry – Robert L. (Bob) Caldwell (AM) (3) 
Tarkio/Westboro – Julie A. Sanders (FL) (5) 
Turney – Joel T. ( Joe) Hendren (RL) (3) 
Union Star – Glenn S. (Scott) Kiddle (PL) (3) 
Wesley (St. Joseph) – Je� rey J. ( Je� ) Jaekley (FE) (2) 
Wesley Chapel – David L. Hilsabeck (SY) (1) 
Weston – Cody J. Oshel (FL) (2)

344.1a Extension Ministries With Annuity Claim: 
District Superintendent – Melissa M. Dodd (FE) 

(3), CC: Good Shepherd (Kansas City), North Oak 
Campus

344.1b Extension Ministries Without Annuity Claim: 
Director of Pastoral Care, Liberty Hospital – 

Carmen L. Lile-Henley (FE) (10), CC: Liberty
Hospice Chaplain, Mosaic Life Care Hospice – 

Sandra Monsees Davis (FE) (4), CC: Parne
Western Reception and Diagnostic Correctional 

Center, Clinical Psychologist – Nora Jones (FE) 
(1), CC: Ashland

Chaplain Intern, St. Luke’s Hospital – Crystal Karr 
(FE) (1), CC: Kearney (First)

346.1 Clergy Serving Other Annual Conferences: 
Susan E. Hoyle (FE) (7), Hodgin Memorial/

Centenary, Stoneville, NC – NC Conference, CC: 
Bethany

Ashley N. Kirk (FE) (3), Leawood: UM Church 
of the Resurrection – Associate Pastor – 
Great Plains Conference – CC: Good Shepherd

353.2 Personal Leave of Absence:
Je� ry ( Je� ) B. Long (FE) (4), CC: Wesley (St. Joseph)
Laura L. Murphy (FE) (2), CC: North Cross

  356 Medical Leave:
Neal Lassinger (FE) (3), CC: North Cross
 Jodi Ponder Williams (FE) (30), CC: Lawson
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359.1 Honorable Location:
Brenda E. Abplanalp (RE) (14), CC: Albany
Jeremy J. Blevins (FE) (2), CC: (First) Excelsior Springs 
Larry D. Hartell (FE) (21), CC: Wesley (St. Joseph) 
Janet P. Kohler (RE) (16), CC: Ashland (St. Joseph)

OZARKS DISTRICT
District Superintendent, Rev. Jon Thompson (FE) (2)

Aldersgate - Dennis Miller (FL) (14)
Associate Pastor – Sarah Fotopulos (1)

Alton/St. Paul (� ayer) /Pleasant Grove – Pam Ekey 
(FE) (2)

Antioch - Kevin J. Cawley (FE) (5)
Asbury (Spring� eld) – Erika Gravely (FE) (3)
Ash Grove United Methodist/Presbyterian – 

Charles “Joe” Crews (RA) (3)
Ava/� eodosia – John Goldman (FL) (1)
Billings/Mt. Olive – Je�  Carr (PL) (7)
Birch Tree – Barry Fielder (RA) (1)
Blue Eye dba Open Door – Jack Smith (RO) (10)
Bois D’Arc – Kimberly Polchow (PL) (6)
Bolivar – David Collum (FE) (5)

Associate – Michael Cole (PL) (2)
Branson – D. Eric Derks (FE) (5)
Campbell (Spring� eld) – Daniel Hilty (FE) (2)

Associate – Adrienne Ewell (FE) (4)
Cassidy – Steven R. Mitchell (FE) (2)

Associate – Suzanne Epperly (PL) (3)
Clever – Kirby Holbrook (PL) (10)
Conway/St. Mark’s (Niangua) – Wanda 

Heidemann (PL) (1)
Ebenezer I / Pleasant Hope – William “Bill” 

Hargis (PL) (1)
Elm Grove – Kevin Parnell (PL) (3)
Eminence – David Wentz (RO) (5) 
Fair Grove/Haymes Chapel/Straff ord – Mark 

“Jeff ” Brann (FL) (1)
Fair Play – Jodi Burch (CL) (1)
Fairview (Bolivar) – Rex Warren (PL) (8)
Fairview (Lebanon)/Stoutland – Rob Day (PL) (1)
First (Lebanon) – Kathy Osiel (FL) (2)

Associate - Marsha Vincent (PL) (4)
First (Rolla) - William “Bill” LaMora (FL) (5)

Associate – Amy Cornelius (PL) (2)
First (West Plains) – Andrew “Andy” Lambel (FE) (2)

Associate - Scotty Wall (FL) (4)
Fordland – Joseph D. Miller (OF) (2)
Forsyth – Marcus Davajon (FL) (2)
Grace (Springfi eld)/Pathways - Rhonda Galbraith 

(PD) (1)
Grace Community (Bu� alo)/ First (Bu� alo) – 

Michael “Mike” Hargraves (FE) (2)
Associate – Vicki Coons (PL) (2)

Hood (Republic) – Richard Fine (FE) (1)
Associate – Colette Patton (PL) (3)

Houston/ Raymondville – Roger Cary (FL) (1)
Humansville/Dadeville – Hubert “Hue” Parnell 

(PL) (1)
Kimberling City – Tony Blevins (FL) (1)
King’s Way (Spring� eld) – Karen Hayden (FE) (2)

Pastor of Discipleship Ministries – Scott Bons 
(FL) (1)

Licking – Robert “Bob” McQueen (FE) (1)
LifeSong – Larry Mills (FL) (1)
Marsh� eld – Robert Sefrit (FE) (5)

Associate – Wanda Heidemann (PL) (1)
Morrisville/Aldrich – Patty Smith (RL) (9)

Mt. Carmel/Broadway – Jose “Angel” Garcia (PL) (1)
Mt. Gilead (Bolivar) – Peggy � omas (CL) (2)
Mt. Hermon/Anutt – Gaye Lynn Blankenship (PL) (5)
Mt. Pisgah (Spring� eld) – Austin “Hawk” Coleman 

(RL) (3)
Mans� eld – Allen Letterman (SY) (1)
New Hope (Edwards) – Michael Cole (PL) (1)
Norwood – Ura C. Hardin (SY) (1)
Onward/Elwood - Fred Luper (PL) (3)
Ozark – Jacob Schneider (FE) (2)
Paris Springs – Larry Hall (RL) (5)
Phillipsburg – Loyd Hefner (CL) (10)
Pitts Chapel - H. Russell Ewell, II (FD) (3)
Pleasant Hill/Seymour – Wally Jones (PL) (4)
Pomme de Terre – Rick Lasley (FE) (1) 
Prairie Chapel – Je�  Cole (FL) (9)
Richland/Dixon – Mitch Henson (FE) (3)
St. Luke (Webster County) – Huey “Allen” Howell 

(RL) (2) 
Salem – Barry Baugh (FL) (4)
Schweitzer (Spring� eld) – Spencer Smith (FE) (2)

Associate Executive Pastor – Jason Leininger (FE) (6)
Associate – Jim Mason (PL) (2)

Sleeper/Hazelgreen – Barbara McKenzie (PL) (1) 
� e Downtown Church – Lori Lampert (FD) (2)
Trinity (Mountain Grove) /First Cabool – Michael 

Blacksher (FE) (1)
Waynesville – Lindsay Walters (FL) (3)
Wesley (Spring� eld) – Michael McIntyre (FE) (3)

Associate – Megan Winget (FE) (3)
Willard – Harold Gold (RE) (7)
Willow Springs – Eugene “Gene” West – (RA) (3)
Yeakley Chapel (Spring� eld) – Kristi Van Wyk (SY) (1)

344.1a Extension Ministries – With Annuity Claim 
on the Missouri Annual Conference
Superintendent, Ozarks District – Jon � ompson 

(FE) (2) CC: Wesley (Spring� eld) 
Tracey Wol�  (PE) (2) CC: Pitts Chapel

344.1b Extension Ministries – Without Annuity 
Claim on the Missouri Annual Conference:
Hermitage Spiritual Center Retreat – 

Cathleen Burnett, (FD) (5) CC: Pomme De Terre-
Compassus Hospice – Jeff  Johnson (FE) (1)

346.1 Clergy Serving Other Annual Conference: 
North Central Iowa Conference – Jonathon D. 

Cooney - Story City (Grace) (FE) (2)

354.1a Leave of Absence: 
� omas Murph (FE) CC: Wesley (Spring� eld)
Glen A. Murphy (FE) CC: Richland
Diana Hagewood Smith (FE) CC:  Grace (Spring� eld)

356.1 Incapacity Leave:
Phil Brucks (FL) (2) CC: Aldersgate

359.1 Honorable Location:
Matthew Kerner (FE) (3) CC: � e Downtown Church

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT
District Superintendent, Bruce Baxter (FE) (4)

Advance – Karen J. Nothdurft (FD) (2)
Arcadia Valley (Ironton) – Barron Scott Willer (FE) (1)
Bell City – Susan Lee Welborn (RL) (6)
Belleview – Sherri L. Squires (SY) (1)

Bernie/Sadlers Chapel – Jayne Denise Markin (FL) (2)
Bertrand – Paullester Walker (PL) (1)
Broadway (Scott City)/St. Paul (Commerce) – 

W. Michael Woods (RE) (8)
Centenary (Cape Girardeau) – Jennifer Lee Long (FD) (1)
Charleston – Robb Webster (FL) (5)
Doniphan/Neelyville – Kent Edward Wilfong (FE) (9)
Eastwood Memorial (Caruthersville) – Jerry Lee 
Mattson (FL) (8)
Ellington – Stanley D. Hargis (PL) (3)
Ellsinore/Grandin – Robby Eugene Calvert (PL) (12)
Essex/Parma – Roy Lee Sher� eld (RL) (1)
First (Cha� ee)/Grace (Rockview) – Gwenell N. 

Streeter (RL) (2)
First (Dexter) – Larry George Lawman (FE) (2)
First (Hayti)/Deering – Franklin Alfred Husted (RE) (5)
First (Hornersville)/Faith/First (Senath) – Jim 

Michael Pemberton (RL) (3)
First (Kennett) – Mark Andrew Kailbourn, Sr (FE) (1)
First (New Madrid)/First (Portageville) – Terry 
Gene Lippstreu (FE) (1)
First (Poplar Blu� ) – David A. Stewart (FE) (10)

Associate: Blake Ashley Lewis Buchanan (PL) (2)
First (Puxico)/Fairview (Puxico) – Linda Faye Zych 

(RL) (3)
First (Sikeston) – Michael M. Wondel (FE) (6)

Associate: Jennifer W Moxley (FE) (7)
Fredericktown – Bryan Wayne Schaefer (FE) (4)
Grace (Cape Girardeau) – Eric Anthony Schmidt 

(FE) (4)
Grace (Greenville) – Cathy Hinklin (PL) (2)
Grace (Poplar Blu� ) – Shiela J Boyles (PL) (1)
Hobbs Chapel (Cape Girardeau) – TBS: Lay Speakers 
Hobbs Chapel (Dudley) – David Leonard Dee (CL) (1)
La Croix (Cape Girardeau) – Ronald L. Watts (FE) (33)

Associate: Brett Timothy Cheek (FL) (7)
Associate: Kimberley D. Holman (FL) (2)
Associate: Je� rey Duaine Waters (FL) (4)

Lake Wappapello (Wappapello) – Craig Hamilton 
(SY) (1)

Malden/Holcomb – � omas Edward Zych (RE) (8)
Maple (Cape Girardeau) – Je� ery Linn Estes (FL) (4)
Marble Hill – Timothy Wayne Zych (FL) (2)
Marquand/Glen Allen/Rhodes Chapel – KeyaRae 

Yi (FL) (2)
Millersville – Janet Sue Hopkins (RL) (6)
Nelson Memorial/Dogwood – Brian Pate Abbott 

(FL) (5)
New McKendree ( Jackson) – Bryan Joseph Wendling 

(FE) (3)
New Salem (Daisy) – Kathleen Marie Moran (PL) (2)
Perryville/Crossroads – Kevin Dale Barron (PE) (4)
Pine Hill (Patton) – TBS: Lay Speakers
Rauch Spence Memorial (Morehouse) – Toni Marie 

Dee (RL) (9)
Reagan’s Chapel – James Michael Davis (RE) (2)
Scopus – Kathleen Marie Moran (PL) (3)
Sedgewickville/Patton – Douglas Booth (FL) (1)
St. Luke (Hayti) – Karl Douglas Humes (OF) (11)
Trinity (Bloom� eld) – Steven Paul Koerner (FL) (2)
Trinity (Oran) – Tammy L Hargis (PL) (7)
Trinity (Piedmont) – Tadd Elliott Kruitho�  (FL) (4)
Van Buren – Jim C. Cooper (RL) (6)
Wesley (Fruitland) – William Darrell Minor (RO) (9)
Wesley (Sikeston) – George Pulliam Rendleman (PL) (4)
Wesley Memorial (Steele)/Cooter – Todd R Holman 

(FL) (9)
Whitewater – Donald Lawrence Kuehle (RE) (14)
Williamsville – Nelma Ruth Williams (CL) (1)
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Zion (Gordonville) – Ryan Scott Gri�  n (PE) (2)
Zion (Old Appleton) – TBS: Lay Speakers 
344.1a Extension Ministries With Annuity Claim: 
District Superintendent – Bruce Edgar Baxter (FE) (4)
354.1 a) Leave of Absence:
SE – Lynn Edward Crader (FE) (22)

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT
District Superintendent, Alice Fowler (FE) (1)

Amsterdam – Hank Henry Roberts (PL) (10) 
Anderson/Stella – Nicholas Van Dam (FE) (3) 
Aurora – Charlene Dart (FL) (2)
Bethel – TBS
Byers ( Joplin) – Chuck Kralik (PL) (3) 
Carterville/Avilla – Bob Wynne (RL) (5) 
Cassville – Je�  Fugitt (FL) (2)
Central (Webb City) – Clint Lambeth (FE) (8)
Central Community (Shell Knob)/All Faith (Eagle 
Rock) – Bill Kenagy (FL) (2)
Christ’s Community (Joplin) – Christopher Sloan (FE) (31) 

Associate – Robert Dart (RM) (6)
Associate – William “Ty”  Walkenshaw (FL) (6) 

Dry Valley – Bob Summers (RL) (3)
First Carthage – David Fowler (FE) (2) 
First Joplin – Marsha West Eichler (AM) (3) 
First Monett – Brian Smith (FE) (4)

Associate – Shaun Courtney (PL) (2) 
Associate – Juan Velasquez (PL) (5)

First Oronogo – Terri Haywood (PL) (6)
Granby – LeAnn Reynolds (SY) (1) 
Horton/Metz – Robert Beaver (PL) (1) 
Hume – Eric England (PL) (7)
Iantha – Max Raney (RL) (1) 
Jasper – Bob Howard (RE) (3)
Jerico Springs – Lowell Mize (RE) (7) 
Kendricktown – TBS
Lamar – Steve George (FE) (3)
Liberal – TBS
Liberty/New Liberty – Nancy DeJager (PL) (7) 
Lockwood – Travis James (FL) (10)
Lowery City/Vista – Fred Stevens (PL) (7) 
Marionville – Jean Singleton (PL) (4) 
Moundville – Kay Zimmer (RL) (4) 
Mt. Moriah/Diamond – Larry Courtney (PL) (4) 
Mt. Vernon – Donnie Hudson (OE) (1) 
Mt Zion – Eldon Lee Allen (RL) (15) 
Nashville – TBS
Neosho – Mitch Jarvis (FE) (5) 
Nevada – Sharon Freeman (FL) (6) 
New Hope – Randy Steele (SY) (1)
Noel/Southwest City/Pineville – Sherie Wymore (FL) (1)
Oakton – Kent Gar� eld (FL) (4)

Associate – Ymbar Planco (FL) (4) 
Associate – Larry Gar� eld (RL) (4)

Ohio Street (Butler) – Michael Cloud (SP) (2)
Pleasant Hill – Bob Simon (RL) (6)
Red Oak – TBS
Rich Hill – Tommy Freeman (RF) (6)

Royal Heights ( Joplin) – TBS
Saint Paul’s – Aaron Brown (FE) (26)

Associate – Ben Bainbridge (AM) (7) 
Associate – Dixie Wynne (PL) (6) 
Associate – Trey Laveroni (PL) (4) 
Associate – Rick Flinn (PL) (4) 

Sarcoxie – James Yost (PL) (10)
Seneca – Marilyn O’Brien (RL) (2)
Sheldon – Ethen Wayne Coble (PL) (9) 
Stockton – James Co� er (FE) (8)
� e Light at Joplin – Andrew Moyer (FL) (5) 
     Associate – Stephen Grindle (PL)   (1)
Trinity ( Joplin) – George Triplett (SY) (1)
Virginia (Butler) – Julie Nelson (PL) (7) 
Wanda – Robert Woods (PL) (6) 
Washburn  – TBS
Wheaton – Roger McKee (RL) (3)

344.1a) Extension Ministries With Annuity Claim:
Southwest District Superintendent – Alice Fowler 

(FE) (2)

344.1b) Extension Ministries Without Annuity 
Claim: Chaplain/U.S. Navy – Bruce Allen Vaughan,  

III (FE) (16) CC: First (Carthage)

359.1 Honorable Location:
Mark Sha� er (FE) CC: Carthage First 
Roger Nichols (FE) CC: First,  Joplin
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Susan Brandes at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Susan Brandes at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App
The magazine is available via a free app on iPads or 
iPhones. Search the iTunes library for The Missouri 
Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like 
to share about the magazine, or if you want to connect 
Fred Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with 
a talented writer, photographer or videographer in your 
congregation, e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

MOAC20: Live Q&A on Business Items
Q&A SESSION 1 – MONDAY, AUGUST 17 @ 10 A.M.
OR Q&A SESSION 2 – TUESDAY, AUGUST 18 @ 6:00 P.M.

Register: www.attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/1948101915455502606 

Two opportunities for live Q&A sessions led by Conference 
leaders will help answer your questions about specific 
reports and agenda items prior to August 22. These will 
cover the same material; you need only attend one: Q&A 
Session 1 – Monday, August 17 @ 10 a.m. or Q&A Session 
2 – Tuesday, August 18 @ 6:00 p.m.

MOAC20: Service of Ordination
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2020 AT 2:00 PM

Livestreamed with limited in-person attendance.
Visit moacinfo.com for more information. Watch live at 
https://vimeo.com/417295477.

MOAC20: Service Of Commissioning
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2020 AT 4:00 PM

Livestreamed with limited in-person attendance.
Visit moacinfo.com for more information. Watch live at 
https://vimeo.com/417295477.
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BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT

M
y contemplative photography 
has highlighted this: Every 
photograph tells the truth; every 
photograph lies. These are not 
mutually exclusive assertions. 

What do I do with that? Truth is what sets 
us free. 1 John 3:18 instructs us to love, not in 

word or speech, but in truth and action. The 
truth I seek is God’s truth as it can be known 
to me. Lies enslave me to that which seeks 
to undermine the spirit of truth. “O God, who 
by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the 
hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same 
Spirit we may be truly wise.” Revelation 22:15 

tells me that outside of where I seek to be as 
a disciple is everyone who loves and practices 
falsehood. My photos can deceive you; they 
can also help me see where and how I’ve 
deceived myself. Our actions and held truths 
will at times reveal the lies in our words and 
speech. What do we do with that?


