
NO-TRAVEL

MISSION

Does the mission partner where you have
committed to serve work with women and
children? Perhaps they work to end homelessness
or hunger. Whatever the ministry, the need will
still be there once we are able to travel again. 
 
In the meantime, organize a book study around
the issue to keep team members focused on why
they will be needed once this pandemic has
passed. Ask individual team members to each take
a chapter and lead the discussion. You can easily
create small groups on Facebook for these
conversations.  If you need help finding a good
book to study or TedTalks to watch, contact us.

1
P R A Y

The very first thing we should do is pray:
pray for the places and people to whom you
are connected.  Pray for individuals
working, pray for needs that are arising in
this unique time, pray that God will
continue to lead our connection together. 
 
Ask team members and congregation
members to join you in praying on a certain
day and time. Pray without ceasing.

2
D O N A T E  T O  T H E  M I N I S T R Y

The needs that were present in ministry
before the global pandemic prohibited our
travel is still there.  If the project where
your team was going has a way to accept
donations (through The Advance, Check,
bill pay, etc.), support the ministry with a
financial gift. 
 
You can do this as an individual or as a
team. They will need this help now more
than ever!

3
S E N D  A  N O T E  O F

E N C O U R A G E M E N T

Do you keep in touch with mission
partners? Send them a note of
encouragement! 
 
Chances are they will be directly and
indirectly affected by the pandemic: not
only are they facing personal risk of
infection, they also may be dealing with a
huge hit to the ministry because volunteers
can't get there. A friendly word on
Facebook, WhatsApp, or in an email can
mean so much.

With travel to and from the United States restricted for the time
being, and travel around the country not recommended, how can
we still support the vital work being done by our partners at
mission sites where we serve? Here are some ways to stay engaged
while staying home.
 
Adapted from Southcentral Jurisdiction's VIM newsletter,
written by Karen Distefano.
 
Missouri Contact: Lucas Endicott, lendicott@moumethodist.org

4
K E E P  U P  T E A M  U N I T Y  O N L I N E

Many teams spend months raising money and
preparing for an event or trip only to have all
these plans cancelled. Keep the team unity
intact and spirits up by having a Skype,
FaceTime, or Zoom meeting with your team
members from the safety of your home. 
 
Share updates from the project site if you have
them, discuss options for future mission dates,
and check in with each other to see how each
other is doing.

5
F O C U S  O N  T H E  " W H Y "

M E A N W H I L E . . .
6

Keep praying and looking for opportunities to love
and serve others through this unusual time.  The
Holy Spirit may encourage you to do something new
close to home or spark an idea with more global
reach.  Take time to look, listen and work with
others to find ways to respond to ministry
opportunities unique to this moment.
 
Do you have some ideas on how to be in mission
while staying home? Send us an email-we'd love to
hear them!


