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CONNECTIONALISM
This month you’ll read about two ministries that demonstrate two very different ways 

connectionalism can work in The United Methodist Church. Before we go there, I’m 
reminded of a former Director of Connectional Ministries who used to be somewhat apologetic 
about having his job title hinging on a made-up word. You can find the word connectional all 
over the place online, but you won’t find it in a dictionary, at least not in a good one. But it’s been 
used all up and down United Methodism so much it has become ubiquitous to us. And for being a 
made-up word, it is at least fairly self-evident in it’s meaning: of being connected. 

In the Earthkeepers story, you’ll read about three different individuals, at three different United 
Methodist Churches. They all had a passion for a cause that is heralded in the Book of Discipline, 
the Social Principles and the Bible that but often isn’t associated much with church. However, 
it is present – and they were able to find training, resources and networking through one of our 
agencies – the General Board of Global Ministries. GBGM loves it when this happens. It is why 
they exist, and why we call The United Methodist Church a connectional church. Each of these 
three individuals possess a lot of technical expertise around their passion, and the larger United 
Methodist Church supported them in incorporating their secular consciousness with their spiritual 
practices. 

In Baby Grace, you’ll read about two people who saw a need in their community, were able to
work through their church to put their faith in action, and reach out to fill the need. When they 
shared their story with other churches, it didn’t just garner praise or even donations, it sparked 
something much more valuable – replication. Baby Grace is taking steps on its own, as a new 
non-profit agency. It’s no coincidence that 19 of the 20 Baby Grace locations are United Methodist 
Churches, there is a network in place that fosters these churches working together. But in this 
case, Baby Grace was pioneering rather than finding a place in the connection to plug-into. That 
is something Conference and district leaders get excited about – our United Methodist Churches 
working together for the greater good.

There are other commonalities: the fact that both ministries were lead by lay people, that they both 
work toward building leadership within their groups so the ministry is free to grow. I won’t even 
get into the fact that they are all women. 

When we think about our connectional church as it applies to clergy, we think of the appointive 
process that is taking place right now. The appointive cabinet and the bishop work together to 
fill vacancies created by retirements and make other moves in trying their best to match a pastors 
gifts and graces with a church so that ministry there will thrive. That typically occurs within 
the boundaries of the United Methodist Conference, but as you will read about our incoming 
Heartland District superintendent, our connectional church had a connection between Missouri 
and New York, and that connection function through our appointive process not only twice for 
Gilmore, but for his father as well. 

It is impressive to see how a spirit-filled connectional system can work in such healthy ways, 
whether it is occurring through the intentional methods created by our denominational structure, 
or through more organic ways that develop between Christ-followers working toward a common 
cause. May we all be open to ways to collaboratively use our connectionalism to its fullest potential. 
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Joy is not the first thing  
most of us think of when entering 
the season of Lent. A recent online poll revealed 

the most popular things people give up for Lent 
(with very little excitement): Facebook or electronic 
devices while being with friends and family, chocolate, 
Twitter, alcohol and unhealthy snacks. As a youth, I 
remember growing up in the church thinking this is 
the season when we were to feel absolutely bad about 
ourselves and that there was no way to ever get better 
until Easter. 

The liturgy was somber, and any praise in worship was 
deferred, including any songs with Alleluia – until we 
solemnly journeyed through what seemed to be deep 
guilt for six weeks. The sermons were serious and often 
offered very little hope. It was not until I got older that 
I realized the Lenten walk could mean so much more. 
Through spiritual practices in order to grow closer to 
God, Lent could help us in experiencing greater joy.

The prophet Isaiah sang forth the promise of joy 
centuries ago. Jesus confirmed this promise of 
complete joy, following his assurance that he abides in 
us and we in him. The call to be joyful and to live with 
joy echoes throughout our scriptures. So why would 
we want to forget it during this holy season? 

Ash Wednesday is the first day of the holy season 
of Lent, when we commemorate Jesus’ 40 days of 
preparatory self-denial in the wilderness, including 
sacrificial fasting. Many Christians will gather for 
worship that includes the imposition of ashes on their 
foreheads. Some will continue to attend midweek 
Lenten services through Holy Week, in addition 

to Lenten Bible studies until Easter. (There are 40 
days between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday, 
excluding Sundays.)

During Lent, you and I enter a season of preparation, 
self-reflection and repentance, seeking essentially 
to “turn around” and to realign our lives and focus 
toward God. It is a time to give up things for the sake 
of our own spiritual maturity, as well as take on new 
life-giving disciplines that help rid us of distractions 
and enhance our personal development. By doing so, 
we seek to live and love as faithful disciple s– and can 
come to know the joy within us that Jesus promised. 

We are reminded that early Methodists adopted personal 
disciplines of worship. The study of the scriptures, 
fasting, prayer, giving, partaking of the sacraments 
and offering service, are responses to God’s word. A 
misconception of Lent can occur when we contain the 
season to just six weeks of nice things to do rather than 
engaging in life-changing practices we choose as a new 
way of life. Such practices can strengthen us in observing 
Lent as a season of joyful sacrifice.

Through the years, I have collected helpful reminders 
about how to most faithfully observe this Lenten 
season. In the midst of the crucial work of our bishops 
on “a way forward” a couple of years ago, those leaders 
shared their suggestions of ways to observe the Lenten 

I have said these things to you so 
that my joy may be in you, and your 
joy may be complete.
JOHN 15:11

BY CODY COLLIER
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season in meaningful and transformative ways that can 
indeed be joy-filled. Being attentive to life-shaping 
practices can then lead us to go out with joy and be 
filled with peace. I have adapted some of the bishops’ 
guidance for myself and pray you may want to share 
them in your own life: 
• Take at least 30 minutes every day in Lent to pray, 

offering God your requests, prayers, intercessions and 
thanksgiving. Pray for those dear to you and those 
you know have special needs. Pray for the church. 
Pray for all who are studying and preparing for the 
General Conference ahead. Pray for the Conference 
Pathway II commission, pray for the whole world 
– and all those whose names we will never know 
but about whom God cares. 1 John 5:14-15 reminds 
us that we should have bold confidence: “If we ask 
anything according to God’s will, God hears us. And 
if we know that God hears us – whatever we ask – we 
know that we have what we asked of God.” 

•  Take time to fast, perhaps from food or from some 
activity. Recall the way Jesus withdrew to the desert 
to fast and pray for 40 days before starting his public 
ministry. Our fasting is not for its own sake. It can 
bring us closer to God and enhance our prayers. 
Whatever we do, we remember as Romans 14:17 tells 
us: “For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”

• Take time to reflect on your spiritual gifts and 
resources with which God has blessed you and share 
them with others. Donate your time or money saved 
by fasting to your local church for missions and 
ministries that benefit your local community. Offer 
your service for acts of compassion and advocacy. 
Take the example of the first Christians who “were 
together and had all things in common; they would 

sell their possessions 
and goods and 
distribute the proceeds 
to all, as any had need.” 
(Acts 2:44-45) 

• And lest we become 
overcome with “doing,” 
may Sabbath rest be 
an integral part of 
our Lenten journey. 
Sabbath rest may 
happen at any time 
and on any day. We 
are called to stop, to be quiet and to listen. I am 
speaking to myself along with all others who seek 
to be faithful in this holy season. It is the still, small 
voice in which we may hear Lenten joy. 

As the great gospel singer Shirley Caesar wrote and 
sings with infectious jubilation: “This joy that I have 
the world didn’t give to me. The world didn’t give it; 
the world can’t take it away.” 

May you know a blessed and joy-filled Lent.

You shall go out in joy, and be led 
back in peace; the mountains and the hills 

before you shall burst into song.
ISAIAH 55:12

A Season of Joyful Sacrifice

Cody Collier, 
Assistant to the Bishop
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W hen Leslie Brice was 17, she was on 
track for graduating high school early. 

She was putting money aside to buy a class 
ring and graduation cap and gown. Then she 
got pregnant. “The money I had been saving 
went for a crib,” she said. 

Her school at Buckner referred her to the 
Baby Grace ministry at the local United 
Methodist church. She found the free diapers 
and clothes to be very helpful, but even more 
helpful was the relationships. 

“As a pregnant teen, you don’t want to walk 
into a church because you’re afraid of the 
judgmental looks you’ll get,” she said. “But 
the people I met through Baby Grace I’m 
still friends with today.”

Soon after she gave birth to her daughter 
Hallie, someone from Baby Grace hand 
delivered a basket a newborn essentials to her. 

That was 11 years ago. Brice now has also 
has a seven-year-old son named Breslin and 
a six-month-old daughter named Irelyn. 
She has completed classes for her degree in 
nursing and is employed as a patient access 
representative in the Emergency ward of St. 
Luke’s East Hospital in Lee’s Summit. 

“I really appreciate everything was that was 
given to me before, and it’s humbling now 
to be in a place of financial stability so that I 
can pick out and purchase things for my baby 
on my own,” Brice said. 

That doesn’t mean Baby Grace is a thing of 
the past, it just means Brice is in a different 
place. She’s now the newest board member of 
the Baby Grace foundation.

Baby Grace was conceived in October 
of 2006. Juli Yocum and Ann Famer of 
Buckner UMC attended a Heritage Keeper 
conference in Wichita, Kansas. They came 
home inspired to a make a difference. Farmer 
had seen from her work at school that teen 
pregnancy was high in her community. 

That year she knew six girls in high school 
who were pregnant, and four of them 
dropped out of school. One of Yocum’s best 
friends had been a teen mother. They soon 
learned there were 27 teen mothers in their 
school district, not counting those who had 
dropped out. 

“Our goal from the beginning was to make 
them understand that they are not alone,” 
Yocum said. “We’re walking and praying 
with them. Regardless of the circumstances 
that brought them there, they are having 
God’s child.” 

The ministry started out by delivering teen 
mothers care packages of basic supplies. 
They started making plans in November of 
2006 and did their first delivery January 
2007. They worked with Parents as Teachers 
to identify mothers who could benefit from 
receiving the packages. 
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When summer came 
around they wanted to 
continue maintaining 
the relationships they 
had started, so they 
decided to do monthly 
events at the church. 
They had a book 
drive for one event, a 
clothing drive for the 
second and a toy drive 
for the third. 

“We had eight moms 
show up for the first 
event,” Yocum said. 
“For some of them it 
was the first time they 
had been in a church. 
There was power 
in them coming to 
church and knowing 
that we accept them 
for who they are.” 

The donations didn’t 
stop when the summer 
ended. They let the 
teen mothers know 
that they had more 
resources to be shared, and the mothers 
started inviting friends and family members 
with young children. 

“We dropped the notion that we were there to 
serve teen moms and decided to help anyone 
with children age 0 – five,” Yocum said. “At 18 
months into the program we had more people 

coming to our Baby Grace programs than we 
had coming to church on Sunday.” 

In 2008 they held a meeting to share what 
they were doing with other area churches, 
thinking they may want to donate to the 
cause. Instead, three of the six churches that 
attended the meeting decided they wanted to 
start their own Baby Grace ministry. 
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Franchising the ministry was not part of the 
original plan, but the other churches sought 
advice and were soon following the same 
model of ministry. 

This continued into an expansion strategy 
based on the original three churches. There 
are now 20 churches in Missouri involved in 
Baby Grace: 19 United Methodist churches 
and one Christian Church. They share a 
common mission, but tailor their ministries 
to match the needs of the community. For 
example, if the community already has a 
robust clothing ministry, Baby Grace may 
opt not to overlap with that aspect of the 
ministry so it can better focus on other needs. 
Some churches operate as a distribution 
center, some have regular fellowship dinners. 

When the ministry in Buckner hit the 10-
year mark and there were more than 10 Baby 
Grace locations, it was decided to make 
Baby Grace a ministry that focused on all 
the locations, with Yocum as the executive 
director and Farmer as the site director for 
Buckner. Yocum spent a year talking to 
other non-profits and was advised to develop 
Baby Grace into a non-profit organization 
with 501c3 status, making it its own 
independent entity. 

It had been challenging to collectively tell 
the story of Baby Grace because different 
locations provided different levels of 
service. Forming a non-profit allowed the 
organization to collectively bring all locations 
up to a standard regarding the people whom 
they are serving. In 2019 all chapters agreed 
forming a new, collective entity was the way 

to go and officially received their 501c3 status 
on October 31. 

This month marks the one-year anniversary 
for Baby Grace in Gravois Mills. On the 
second Monday of each month, the church 
hosts a Baby Grace night in which they 
distribute diapers and baby wipes. They also 
have a starting kit with additional items for 
new mothers. Some things are brought from 
the food pantry as well. Once a quarter they 
do a clothing distribution. The first time they 
offered the ministry they served 12 families. 

A crib in the narthex collects donations. 
The church held a combination garage 
sale/breakfast that raised seed money for 
the ministry. Dana Sutton coaches the 
cheerleaders at the school where she works 
in Versailles, the squad did a “Wipe Out” 
fundraiser that collected 500 baby wipes. 
The Sonic in Versailles provides plastic bags 
that are the perfect size for packing up the 
monthly ration of diapers and wipes. 

“Everyone has just been generous,” said 
Sutton, one of the organizers of the ministry. 
“We have a generous community.”

Even in the first year, mothers who 
have benefitted from the 
program have already 
begun giving back, 
donating clothes 
and other baby 
items their children 
have outgrown. The 
church is working 
toward setting up 

“Our goal from the beginning was to make them 
understand that they are not alone. We’re walking 

and praying with them. Regardless of the circumstances 
that brought them there, they are having God’s child.”
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a designated space 
for the Baby Grace 
ministry in a room in 
the basement. 

The Baby Grace 
helpers are a close-knit 
group. Tiffany Shuck 
is Sutton’s daughter-
in-law, who also works 
at the local school 
in Versailles. Shuck 
and Sutton both 
worked together to 
establish the ministry. 
Cheyenne Richardson 
is a friend of Shuck’s 
and goes to church 
at nearby Stover 
UMC. For efficiency 
purposes, Baby Grace 
tries to have people 
from nearby churches 
working together, 
rather than having to 
separate ministries a 
few miles apart. 

The women create an 
atmosphere at the church that makes people 
feel not only welcome, but encouraged and 
expected. On a Monday night in February, 
a nervous-looking mother walks into the 
church for the first time. “Are you new?” 
Shuck asked excitedly. After getting a nod, 
Shuck responds with, “Yay!” claps and then 
helps her get signed in. 

“About 90 percent of who we see here are 
people we know,” Sutton said. 

Yocum marvels how their ministry at 
Buckner UMC grew to 20 locations, all 
based around the bonding theme that 
caregivers of babies and young children feel 
unconditional love from the church and 
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come to understand receiving grace. She uses 
her 40-minute drive to work in downtown 
Kansas City to make phone calls in support 
of the ministry. 

When Yocum considers outcomes, she has 
an evolving view of “success,” and settling 
on success being about breaking cycles. For 
some, that may just mean making connections 

with other mothers and 
getting a little help at a 
trying time. 

For these caregivers 
things are much 
harder, they come to 
Baby Grace having 
grown up in survival 
mode, not knowing 
where they would 
spend the night, where 
the next meal was 
coming from, or if they 
would be faced with 
violence from a parent. 
Even if they are still 
struggling to pay the 
bills, they’ve achieved 
success by raising their 
children in a home in 
which they are not in 
basic survival mode on 
a daily basis. 

“They are overcoming obstacles and are 
setting up their children to be able to reach 
the next level of success,” Yocum said. “This 
will make their communities stronger.”

For more about Baby Grace, visit their 
website at www.babygrace.org. 

“They are 
overcoming 

obstacles and 
are setting up 

their children to 
be able to reach 

the next level 
of success.”

11www.moumethodist.org



Danielle Flanagan and her husband Nick had 
two boys through invitro fertilization process 

and thought they would have a family of four. 

“We were happy with twins, because we certainly 
couldn’t afford to do invitro fertilization again,” she 
said. 

They soon found that wouldn’t be necessary. 
Flanagan was pregnant again. When getting her 
ultrasound, her technician asked her if this was her 
first scan. She seemed nervous. 

“No, I’ve done this before. I have five-month old 
boys at home,” Flanagan told her. “I’ll be fine, so 
long as you tell me there’s just one in there.” 

There was a pause. A pregnant pause. 

“There are two,” the technician finally said. “See,” 
she added, showing them her the monitor. A few 
months later the Flanagans were going through up 
to 40 diapers a day. 

Nick is a concrete pumper. It’s good work, but it 
took him from their friend and family support 
network in Tennessee, to a new home in the Kansas 
City area. 

There’s plenty of work there. Sometimes Nick works 
up to 80 hours a week. He was essentially working 
two jobs while Danielle was at home with the 
babies, because childcare for four babies would cost 
more than she could make at a job. 

When they moved to Raymore, someone in the 
community put Flanagan in touch with Baby 
Grace. She appreciated the diapers and clothes the 
program offered, but more than that she appreciated 
the connection. Soon she was volunteering to help 
whenever she could.
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“It was a blessing to be able to meet people,” 
she said. “Being a stay-at-home mom can be 
very isolating and lonely.” 

Soon after being introduced to the Baby 
Grace ministry, Danielle went to Mom Camp 
with Baby Grace. This first Baby Grace camp 
was in 2012, but was modeled after a camp 
for teen mothers that started at the Missouri 
Conference Camp Galilee in 2008. Baby 
Grace decided they would adapt to a weekend 
model to accommodate adults who couldn’t 
take off work to go to camp. 

Baby Grace Director Juli Yocum was 
impressed when she attended a camp for the 
first time in 2016.

“Often in mission service you don’t get to 
see the fruits of your labor, but at camp 
I was able to witness so much joy in 
48 hours,” she said. 

She recalls seeing Danielle Flanagan 
sitting at the pool in tears. She asked 
her if she was OK, and Flanagan 
assured her she was. 

“It was the first time my kids had been to a 
pool,” Flanagan said. “I couldn’t safely take 
them on my own, and people are so busy, it’s 
hard to ask someone to go with you for that 
kind of thing.”

At Baby Grace camp there was one volunteer 
in the pool for each of her children, which 
allowed her to sit with her feet in the water and 
watch them enjoy the experience. The next year 
Nick joined them on a family camp. 

“It was wonderful. It was the first time we 
had all been able to take a vacation together,” 
Flanagan said. 

From 2016 to 2019 Baby Grace Camp grew 
from one to five camps. There are 12 moms 

with 26 kids – a total 
of 75-80 people at the 
camp. In 2017 a family 
camp was introduced 
for mothers who had 
older children. In 2018 
an alumni camp was 
started. In 2019 a Dad 
Camp was started. 

“It’s an opportunity for Baby Grace moms to 
develop into camp leaders,” Yocum said.

Flanagan said she was amazed how life-
changing and transformative that simple 
48-hour experience was. The next year, Nick 
attended Dad camp with the boys. 

“We usually try to divide and conquer,” 
Flanagan said. “It’s important for each of 

the kids to get some one-on-one 
time with us, too.” 

She found Baby Grace to be an 
awesome community of support, and 

one in which she could be helpful to 
others. 

“A lot of a teen moms are in less fortunate 
situations than I am, and they look up to me,” 
Flanagan said. 

“The first year I attended Mom Camp I didn’t 
realize how much I had been drowning,” she 
said. She had suffered an immense amount 
of personal tragedy in her own family. Her 
brother had died when she was pregnant with 
her boys, and her sister died when she was 
pregnant with her girls. 

“I had a special bond with people there,” she 
said. “It was a way to have family when my 
family wasn’t around. Sometimes we don’t 
realize all the things we could be to someone 
until someone has helped us in that way.” 

Juli Yocum
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When Janice Greene addressed the group at 
Asbury UMC in Springfield on a Monday night 

in January, she started out by asking if anyone had 
done anything different since their last meeting. 

One person reported having switched from Styrofoam 
to paper plates. One person had quit using disposable 
plates completely. Another person said they were being 
more mindful about what they cook in order to reduce 
food waste. They all shared a lot of tips about things 
like where to take certain types of recycling and how to 
avoid single-use plastics. 

Their new efforts were not only evident in their homes. 
Recycling containers are being added throughout 
Asbury, as well as composting bins. 

Greene taught biology at the local university for most 
of her life. Now she’s using those same teaching skills 
to conduct classes at Asbury about taking care of the 
environment. She draws from scripture for her message 
of conservation. 

“Jesus fed the multitude, and then collected what was 
left over so it wasn’t wasted,” Greene said. She then 
referred to Exodus 16: 11-21. “It tells how people were 
to gather what they needed – not what they wanted, but 
what they needed.” 

Greene found the interest in caring for the 
environment among the church members to be high 
enough to launch two groups. Both groups meet 
monthly, one on the fourth Monday the other on the 
fourth Thursday.

Last year, Greene and her friend Linda Chorice from 
The Downtown Church in Springfield went to the 

Earthkeepers training in Austin, Texas. The Global 
Ministries program equips United Methodists with 
skills to develop and grow environmental projects. 

Participants receive in-person training on eco-theology, 
community organizing, project planning, anti-racism 
and United Methodist resources. The program has 
trained 200 United Methodists from 30 states to 
organize around environmental justice in their church 
and communities.

Chorice has been a United Methodist for a long time, 
but didn’t relate her two worlds of caring about the 
environment and being a Christian. 

“I was excited to learn that the United Methodist 
Church has a statement on climate justice,” she said. 

She found that with The Downtown Church being a 
new church, they can instill environmentally friendly 
practices easier than they might at an established 
church. But even in a new church it doesn’t necessarily 
come easy.

“It’s still hard to convince people not to use Styrofoam 
coffee cups,” she said. “I think people are hesitant to 
use a regular cup for coffee because they feel like it is 
creating work for whoever ends up washing it.” 

When possible, Chorice goes for reusing rather than 
recycling. 

“I think of recycling as the last possible thing to do,” 
she said.

The Downtown Church received a $1,000 grant from 
the Earthkeepers program to pay for a compost bin. 

Helping Others Know How to Care for Creation
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The bin will be used by the church, people of the church 
and the community around the church. 

The Springfield Compost Collective will empty the bin 
each week and weigh the compost so they know how 
much they are collecting.

“I thought having people bring their food scraps to 
church to drop off might be a hard sell with the pastor, 
but she was definitely on board from the beginning,” 
Chorice said.

The Downtown Church is a perfect partner for the 
Compost Collective, as they had been looking for 
a location to place a bin downtown that would be a 
walkable distance from downtown apartments. It’s also 
a perfect fit for the church, whose mission is to be “… a 
place where Christ and the community intersects.” 

When Chorice tells her friends about her church’s 
projects she is met with surprise. 

“They say ‘What church do you go to?’” she said. 
“People don’t equate church with caring for the 
environment or sustainability.” 

The first meeting of the “Green Team” at The 
Downtown Church happened after worship on Jan. 26. 
There were 20 people of various ages and backgrounds 
in attendance, they decided to divide up and work on 
specific areas of interest. Chorice plans on offering 
some classes at the church. Having recently retired 
from a career with the Missouri Department of 
Conversation’s Outreach and Education division, she’s 
well equipped to do so.

Chorice and Greene were the only two people in 
Missouri to complete the GBGM training last year. 
The only other person to be commissioned in Missouri 
is Cheryl Marcum at Stockton UMC. If you see 
Marcum driving around Stockton, ask her for a ride. 
She’ll probably reply with an enthusiastic “Yes, and 
then tell you, “We’re riding on sunshine.” 

The Global Ministries program equips United Methodists 

with skills to develop and grow environmental projects

Janice Greene presents an introductory class on composting at Asbury UMC in Springfield. 
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Marcum drives a Chevy Volt, a Plug-
in Hybrid Vehicle. She charges it at 
her home in Stockton, where her solar 
panels generate more than enough 
energy to charge her car, power 
everything in her home, and have 
power left over to go back on the grid. 
Powering her home with solar comes 
easy – because every aspect of the 
home was designed and built to be as 
energy efficient as possible. 
Being good to the world we live 
pervades all aspects of Marcum’s life, 
so she was particularly excited a few 
years ago when her spiritual life and 
her passion for taking care of the 
planet were able to officially merge. 

“I felt as though my denomination 
was finally acknowledging my 
calling,” she said. 

Marcum trained as an Earthkeeper in 
2017 and was commissioned in 2018, 
but caring for the environment as a 
ministry began long before that for 
her. Marcum started leading a creation 
care group in her church in 2012, and 
it became officially endorsed by the 
church council in 2014. During their 
first meeting they started writing down 
ideas on a roll of butcher paper. 
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“The final list stretched from the ceiling to the floor,” 
Marcum said. The group settled on three components: 
1. Green Bible Study
2. Community Outreach
3. Go Green Team – Focused on Action 

When you enter Stockton UMC it is evident that 
someone is looking out for environmental concerns. 
Most light switches are labeled with reminders to 
turn them off when not in use. Lights are gradually 
being changed over to LED. There is a recycling and 
repurposing center.

But the bigger impact is the way the ministry has 
spilled over into the community. 

One member of the Go Green Team is a manager 
at the local food pantry. The pantry is nearly waste-
free now, with expired food going to a local person 
who uses it to feed her chickens. Children at the 
local school sold water bottles to replace single-use 
plastic bottles and raised enough money to fund the 
installation of a water fountain that has a bottle filler. 
The recycling center at the church has a magazine 
swap area, magazines are also bundled and sold at the 
church rummage sale. 

Large, padded mailing envelopes are also left there 
for reuse. The team published a guide to recycling and 
reusing in Stockton. This year marked the 50th year of 
the town’s Black Walnut Festival, the team from the 
church decided to take on recycling for the festival. 

During the last 
two electronics 
drives in Stockton 
they filled two 
70-foot semi-
trailers. 

The mayor 
of Stockton 
would like to 
see the entire 
town powered 
by solar. That’s 
not happening 
anytime soon, 
but Marcum did work to obtain solar panels that 
are installed near each of the town’s water towers to 
provide electricity to run the pumps. When the loans 
for the solar panels are repaid, people’s water bills will 
be cheaper because of the system. 

“When you read Genesis, the first job God gives us is to 
care for his creation,” Marcum said. 

Applications for the 2020 EarthKeepers program 
will open in March. Visit www.umcmission.org/
earthkeepers to learn more or contact Alicia Stromberg 
at astromberg@umcmission.org. 

People gather for a Creation Care Team 
group at Asbury UMC in Springfield. 

Linda Chorice stands with the new 
compost bin at The Downtown 

Church in Springfield. 
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IS EARTHKEEPERS RIGHT FOR YOU? 
DO YOU…
• Recognize the urgency of the environmental 

crisis?
• Feel a deep sense of God’s call to take bold 

action?
• Need to strengthen your organizing skills and 

deepen your theological resources?
• Want to join a broader community of United 

Methodists who are engaged in environmental 
ministries?

• Have some previous experience with 
environmental issues and/or ministry?

COMMITMENT
Participants must complete five hours of homework 
in the month prior to training. They should plan 
to commit 10 hours/month to their projects 
for at least six months following the training. 
Participants may join or help form a regional or 
online cohort group following the program.

BENEFITS
Following training, EarthKeepers will receive 
access to an online networking and resource 
platform and can apply for small grants to support 
their projects.

COST & LOGISTICS
Training, food and lodging expenses during 
the training are paid for by Global Ministries. 
Participants must pay their own travel expenses to 
and from the training as well as hotel incidental 
and parking (if used) expenses during the training. 
Local participants may commute to the training 
during the day and sleep at home at night.

PROJECTS
Participants will either develop a new project 
or build on a project on which they are already 

working. Applicants will be asked to describe their 
idea for a project in their applications. All ideas are 
welcome! Examples of projects include:
• Solar campaigns and other energy initiative
• Sustainable church gardens in food-insecure 

communities
• Recycling center in a community where there 

was none available
• Local church, district and conference creation 

care ministries

EARTHKEEPER PROJECTS TEND 
TO FALL INTO THE FOLLOWING 
CATEGORIES:
• Ecosystem Health: encouraging the flourishing 

of local ecosystems
• Efficiency: Increasing efficiency of water and 

energy consumption
• Environmental Justice & Anti-Racism: 

addressing the disproportionate burden that 
climate change and environmental degradation 
place on people of color, women, children, and 
people living in poverty

• Food Security: Increasing access to healthy, 
locally produced food

• Innovation: Responding to the needs of 
creation in new ways

• Renewable Energy: Increasing energy access
• Spiritual Growth, Religious Education & 

Liturgy: developing unique resources at the 
intersection of faith and creation care

• Waste Reduction, Waste Management: 
Ensuring sustainable waste management 
practices in homes, churches and communities

• Water: Increasing access to clean, safe water 
and improving wastewater management 

Learn more about Earthkeepers and apply at 
www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/events/
earthkeepers.

Church Efforts
Boosting Local 
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T he Missouri Conference is announcing that 
Rev. David Gilmore will be the next Heartland 
District Superintendent. Rev. Jim Simpson, 

the current Heartland District Superintendent, will be 
retiring in June. 

“I think David is a great fit for the Heartland district. He 
has extensive experience with the Heartland churches, 
leaders and communities,” said Missouri Bishop Bob 
Farr. “In addition, he and his wife both have been deeply 
committed to the Kansas City metropolitan area.”

Gilmore has served as senior pastor at Swope Park, St. 
Andrew and Centennial United Methodist churches in 
Kansas City. Gilmore’s wife, Kimiko Black Gilmore, is 
chief of staff in the chancellor’s office at the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City. For the past four years Gilmore 
has been the Director of Congregational Development 
in the New York Conference. 

“Judicatory experience in another conference is always 
beneficial to the work as a district superintendent,” 
said Bishop Farr. “He has learned a lot. Bishop Tom 
Bickerton and the New York Annual Conference are 
sad to lose him because he has done good work among 
them. We are happy to welcome our missionary home.”

Gilmore grew up in Maryland. He went to college after 
high school, but then decided to spend a few years in the 
Navy. 

That initial enlistment grew to a 20-year career, with 
duty stations in Florida and Rhode Island, plus a lot of 
time and places on ships. He started out in electronics 
warfare, and transitioned into information systems, 
was then placed in charge of a Navy communication 
system that was tasked with providing phone, internet 

and video services to 15,000 users. After retiring from 
the Navy as a Chief Warrant Officer 2, he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Computer Systems Technology 
from Ottawa University in Kansas City. “It made sense 
to keep building on what I had learned in the Navy,” he 
said. 

After completing his degree, Gilmore started working 
on his course of study at Saint Paul School of Theology, 
but later decided to instead earn his master’s degree 
in Wesleyan Studies/Black Church Studies at the 
seminary. He was ordained as an elder in 2013. 

After serving 16 years as pastor at three different 
historically black churches in Kansas City, Gilmore 
began feeling a restlessness in his spirit, like he was 
being called to something other than what he was doing. 
He had several family members in the White Plains, 
New York, area who were in their final stages of life, so 
he was frequently traveling there to minister to them, as 
the only pastor remaining in the family. Those factors 
prepared the soil for him getting the call from the New 
York Conference, asking him to come in to discuss an 
appointment. He went to the meeting, assuming they 
were talking about an appointment to a local church in 
their conference. It was only after he arrived that learned 
that they were hoping for him to become their Director 
of Congregational Development. After learning that, 
he spoke to (then Rev.) Bob Farr, who was serving in 
a similar position in the Missouri Conference. Farr 
encouraged him to go for it. 

Gilmore said while serving there he fell in love with the 
people of New York and Connecticut. 

“New Yorkers may have a reputation for having a hard 
edge, but really they just want you to be authentic,” he 

DAVID GILMORE 
Named Heartland 

District Superintendent
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said. “Once they verify that, they are just like the folks 
in Missouri.”

While in the New York Conference, Gilmore started or 
prepared to start eight new churches in several different 
ministry contexts and recruited experience pastors to 
serve in Hispanic churches and young pastors from 
seminaries. 

“I consulted with over 60 churches,” he said. 

As director of Congregational Development and 
Revitalization he also served on the appointive cabinet. 
“It was humbling to be able to lend my voice to help 
steer the direction of the Conference through the 
appointment process,” Gilmore said. “I have great 
appreciation for the work of district superintendents, 
having seen what they go through firsthand.”

Gilmore is looking forward to his return to Missouri. 
He will begin his job at the usual time of appointment 
transitions in the Missouri Conference: July 1. 

The Missouri-New York Connection
Rev. David Gilmore’s Methodist roots run deep. He is 
the son of a Missouri Conference elder, and the great-
grandson of a Methodist circuit rider. 

Gilmore’s father, Donald, spent a career in the Army 
and entered ministry after he retired. He was serving 
a church in New York when he was asked to come to 
Missouri. Rev. Emmanuel Cleaver II, then pastor of 
St. James UMC, was compelled to follow a call outside 
of the appointment process – one of public service 
in running for mayor of Kansas City. When 
Cleaver checked in with his Bishop about this, 
he understood, but asked for his assistance in 
finding an elder who could run the day-to-day 
ministry of St. James. Cleaver called his friend 
Rev. Zan Holmes for advice. Holmes told him 
that if he wanted someone good at running a 
church, he wanted Rev. Donald Gilmore. 

Donald Gilmore had started out in ministry 
as a musician, and David Gilmore grew up in 
the church, and served in several leadership 
positions. But after high school he didn’t 
attend church regularly. When David started 
attending church later after a personal crisis 
he started having scripture and sermons 

come to him, night and day. He told his father and his 
pastor. His pastor advised him to keep a pen and paper 
by the bed, then to write down his dreams as soon as 
he wakes up. He did this and checked back in with his 
pastor. The pastor asked Gilmore what he made of it, 
and he said that he thought maybe he was being called 
to preach. The pastor said good, he would have him 
preach the sermon in 30 days. 

Gilmore preached on Jonah, with the title of his sermon 
being “You Can Run but You Can’t Hide.” Gilmore’s 
father flew down to New Orleans from Kansas City 
to be with him for that first sermon. At the end of the 
sermon, six people responded to the altar call and gave 
their lives to Christ. 

After that he started preaching at the church once or 
twice a month, the church was growing. He had a few 
more years to finish up in the Navy, then he retired and 
moved to Kansas City. 
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WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY BY HAL KNIGHT

I write this article at a time of greatest pain 
in my life with the passing of my wife 
Eloise. Some of you know that pain, and 
others of you know of friends or family 
who have suffered such a loss.

Since this is a column focused on John Wesley 
my mind was drawn to his death. Wesley died 
on March 2, 1791 after several days in which 
he gradually weakened. What he said as he 
lay in bed those last days 
was recorded by those with 
him. His last word was 
simply, “Farewell,” but a 
day or so earlier surprised 
everyone there by suddenly 
singing Isaac Watts’ hymn, 
“I’ll Praise My Maker 
While I’ve Breath.”

I want to focus on two 
other things he said those 
last days that seem to me to 
be at the heart of his own 
faith as well as his message 
to the world. Twice he spoke saying “The best 
of all is God is with us.” He never lost his deep 
sense that God is not far away but actually 
present in our midst and in our hearts. 

But he was also clear on who that God is. Very 
near the end of his life he spoke with great 
exertion asking “Where is my sermon on The 
Love of God? Take it and spread it abroad; 

give it to everyone.” This was, in effect, his 
dying wish. Ten thousand copies of his sermon 
“God’s Love for Fallen Man” were printed and 
given away throughout London. Wesley never 
lost his passion for sharing the amazing love of 
God for us in Jesus Christ.

At this time, I take great comfort that this 
God, who loved us even unto death on a 
cross, is with us. This is the heart of the good 

news we share, and the 
foundation upon which we 
stand. It is the source of our 
comfort and hope.

The apostle Paul expresses 
this same hope and 
assurance this way in 
Romans 8: 35 and 37-39:
Who will separate us from the 
love of Christ? Will hardship, 
or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword?

No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. For 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Dr. Hal Knight, Professor of Wesleyan Studies, 
Saint Paul School of Theology & Eloise Knight

“Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?”
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THE MISSOURI UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION

“Fixed payments for life,” explains Foundation 
president David Atkins, “combined with a 
charitable gift – that is what makes the Charitable 
Gift Annuity ever-popular.” The Foundation 
administers gift annuities for donors that benefit 
churches and other ministries across Missouri. 

The Charitable Gift Annuity has been a common 
gift arrangement dating back to the early 1900s in 
the US. “A gift annuity can really complement other 
financial planning goals,” states Atkins, “and it is 
just one more way that the Foundation helps expand 
the menu of gift options for all our congregations.” 

The Missouri UM Foundation is a member of the 
American Council on Gift Annuities which sets the 
gift annuity rates. New rates for new gift annuities 
took effect January 1, 2020. 

How It Works
The concept is simple. The donor/annuitant makes 
a donation using cash, marketable securities or 
other assets to the Foundation to create a gift 
annuity (minimum amount is $10,000). In turn, 
the Foundation agrees to pay the donor/annuitant 
a fixed annual payment for life (payments can 
be made quarterly, semi-annually or annually). 
The payment amount is determined at the time 
the gift annuity is created as a percentage of the 
donated amount and based on the age of the 
annuitant. Payments can be directly deposited to 
the annuitant’s bank account, and the Foundation 
supplies the Form 1099 each year for tax reporting 
purposes. 

There are many variations on how the gift annuity 
is structured. Gift annuities can be created for one 
or two annuitants. The annuitants may or may not 
be related to the donor. Typically, payments start 
immediately, but payments can be deferred for a 
fixed or flexible period. 

The annuity payment stops at the death of the last 
surviving annuitant. The remaining value (called the 
“residuum”) can become a permanent endowment 
at the Foundation benefiting the named church 
or charity, or it can be distributed directly to the 
charitable beneficiary, as specified by the donor.

The initial gift is usually tax deductible (for those 
who itemize and can use it), a portion of the annual 
payments are tax-free. 

Learn More
To learn more visit the Foundation website at www.
mumf.org, or contact the Foundation for a free and 
detailed illustration showing you the benefits of 
your own charitable gift annuity. The illustration 
will include a complete calculation showing your 
fixed payments, the tax-free portion of those 
payments, potential income tax savings, and 
additional information to share with your family 
and professional advisors. Contact David Atkins at 
the Foundation office at 573-875-4168 or datkins@
mumf.org. 

A Gift That Pays You Back
Fixed Payments for Life Combined 
with a Charitable Gift

23www.moumethodist.org



LAITY VOICES BY AMY THOMPSON

As I sit down to write this 
article, I am in front of a 
window and can see the 

radiant sunshine despite a chilly 
day. The sunshine looks inviting 
and feels good after so many 
days of cloudy, dreary weather. 
In conversations with others, 
I know many of us are tired of 
this weather and we are ready for 
spring and all that it brings.  

With spring, we have sunshine 
and rain which gives way to green 
grass, buds on trees, flowers 
blooming and more time spent 
outside. When I think about the 
work before the general church, 
it seems to match our winter 
weather and leaves many of us 
wanting to move past and beyond 
this season to enter a new season 
in the life of the church.

I look forward to a season with 
less conflict and divisiveness 
where our anxiety gives way to 
peace. I look forward to a season 
with less labeling where everyone 
is able to see one another as a 
child of God and not as an issue. 
I look forward to a season with 
less distractions, where we can 
be wholeheartedly focused on 
growing in our relationships with 
Christ and sharing the love of 
Jesus Christ with others so they 
might enter into a relationship 
with our Creator.

It is in this season we must 
remain focused on being in 
ministry with others so that the 
mission can be fulfilled. The 

conference priorities lead us into 
ministry with one another and 
keep us focused on the mission.

Pathway Out of Poverty
All churches have been invited to 
be a part of Open Hearts, Open 
Books as part of this priority. 
This team has invited all of us 
to grow and deepen our existing 
relationships with schools through 
intentional giving of books with 
a goal of connecting 100,000 
children with 100,000 books 
in our communities across the 
conference. You can find ideas 
about partnering and building 
relationships with schools and 
how to get involved with Open 
Hearts, Open Books by visiting 
the action plan webpage on the 
conference website.

New Places for New People
In our districts across the 
conference, pastors and laity have 
had the opportunity to attend a 
workshop about inviting others to 
a new place and the opportunity 
to attend a Hero Maker study to 
increase knowledge and support 
of church wide practices in 
growing and multiplying. The 
team continues to promote the 
five types of new places and wants 
to hear about your new places. 
Visit the action plan webpage to 
record a new place for new people.

New Missional Leaders
New Missional Leaders are vital 
to the other priorities as we build 
school-church partnerships and 
lead new places. Part of serving 

as a missional 
leader is 
mentoring 
another 
person. This 
team has 
created some 
new resources 
to support 
discipleship 
coaching and 
mentoring 
relationships. 

These tools will be helpful as you 
consider your role as leader and 
how you can invite and engage 
someone else in leadership. You 
can find these new resources 
along with tools like 5 Cups of 
Coffee and the Called training 
series on the action plan webpage.

Join me in this season of being in 
ministry with one another. Be the 
sunshine that can light the path 
for someone to find a relationship 
with Christ. Be willing to plant 
the seeds to help a child read. Be 
willing to nurture someone as 
they grow in leadership. Allow 
the love of Jesus Christ to bloom 
all around us.

Conference 
Priorities Resources
www.moumethodist.org/
actionplan

Lead Us Into Ministry with One 
Another & Focus on the Mission

Amy Thompson, 
Missouri Conference 

Lay Leader
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE
COLLECTION CHALLENGE

We are bringing back the district challenge for AC

2020! Each district has been assigned an item that

belongs in a Missouri Personal Hygiene Pack. The

idea is that each district brings as many of their one

item as they can, and everything will be utilized for

volunteer packing projects at our Sharefests. Our

goal is enough supplies to pack 500 (complete)

hygiene packs for our brothers and sisters in need!

We will have crates available near the entry of the

Expo Center labeled with the item and district who

is bringing the items. You may place your donations

in the crates through Sunday morning. Please make

sure these are new, unused products that match the

description on this flyer and on page 4 of the

Festival 2020 booklet. 

 

Questions? Please contact festival@socket.net or

573-474-3332. 

Gateway
Regional

Bottle of Shampoo 
(12-16 oz.)

Mark Twain

Hand Towel

Heartland

Bottle of Lotion
(11-14 oz.)

Northwest

Razors 
(2 per kit)

Gateway
Central

Single Toothbrush
(original packing)

Southwest

Toothpaste 
(6 oz. or more)

Ozarks

Deodorant
(unscented)

Mid-State

Comb or Hair
Brush

Southeast

Bath-size Bar soap 
(in package)

Youth
Delegates

Washcloth
(regular size)

JUNE 4-7, 2020
INSIDE THE MAIN DOORS OF THE

EXPO CENTER

FESTIVAL OF SHARING
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MUSIC MATTERS

A s Missouri Methodists, we have a lot 
of talented pastors working in our 
conference. Some of these pastors have 

extensive experience and training in music, 
such as Rev. Monty Stratton at St. Paul United 
Methodist Church in Raymore. 

Having served the United Methodist Church 
in Missouri for over twelve years, Monty has 
led congregations in small rural communities 
such as Barnard, Guilford, Maysville, and 
booming suburban areas such as Republic and 
Raymore. Monty has been with St. Paul UMC 
in Raymore for over half of his tenure as a 
pastor and has initiated some positive changes 
and growth there, citing worship as a tool.

Prior to becoming a clergyman, Monty 
enjoyed success with a career as a performer. 
He has traveled as a working musician, an 
instrumentalist in Branson and even a band 
member for celebrity musicians. As if that 
weren’t enough, he worked as a professional 
magician and hypnotist for many years as well. 
I had the pleasure of sitting down with Monty 
this month to talk a little more about his 
background, musical interests, and views on the 
role of song in worship.

RYAN: As a musician, you have experience 
in many diverse styles and instruments. What 
sparked your interest as a young person and 
how did you learn so many skills?

MONTY: It was part of who I was growing 
up – the love of music was always there. My 
parents provided me with piano lessons for 
six years, at the end of which I couldn’t play 
anything (laughs). After high school and 
college, I went into the Navy. 

When I came back, I started playing music 
on the Holiday Inn club circuit. I’d work as 
a musician in North Dakota one week, Texas 
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BY RYAN MCLOUTH

Ryan McLouth, 
Worship Director, 

Woods Chapel Church

one week, and Illinois another. I loved the 
challenge of traveling and playing music, so 
every week I would learn a new instrument. 
Banjo, mandolin, ukulele, guitar, bass, I’d 
practice whatever I could pick up. I really 
enjoyed playing and the musical challenge; I 
just didn’t enjoy the lifestyle, traveling, and not 
having a home. 

I settled down in the mid-80s, had a career 
as a musician in Branson, and traveled as a 
keyboard player and bass guitarist in David 
Allan Coe’s band for a bit. With David Allan 
Coe I had the opportunity to work with several 
other celebrity musicians such as Danny Shirley 
of Confederate Railroad.

RYAN: Wow, you have really enjoyed 
some diverse and successful experiences! As 
someone who has gifts as both a preacher and 
a musician, what do you see as music’s role in 
worship?

MONTY: Well, one thing I think church 
musicians need to remember is that it isn’t a 
concert. That can be hard to understand for 
people who have a background in performance. 
We sometimes struggle because we want people 
to clap, and we want to be recognized. We have 
to remember that music is used to enhance 
worship, not replace it. In the planning process, 
the individual elements of worship should not 
be “pieces” that are put together. It should have 
a f low. 

Musicians should be mindful of the sermon 
and scriptural elements, but pastors need to 

also recognize that some 
people learn from music 
more so than spoken word. 
It goes both ways, and 
sometimes either party can 
miss the mark. I’ve been to 
some churches that have 
two songs and forty-five 
minutes of preaching. 
I’m not always sure that’s 
sustainable.

RYAN: That’s helpful to hear. What are some 
creative ways that you have implemented music 
into worship in the past?

MONTY: Well, sometimes I’ve taken scripture, 
or a topic that I’m preaching from and written a 
song about it. I’ll sit down in the middle of the 
sermon and sing it. I also taught all three of my 
daughters to play instruments and sing so they 
could lead music with me in worship. Now that’s 
a funny story (laughs). I was sitting around the 
dinner table with my family, talking about a 
song that I wrote. I told them that I wanted to 
perform it during the sermon in worship, but 
that I’d really like to have a band play with me – 
which we did not have at this particular church. 
My daughter Hailey – who was ten at the time 
– turned to me and said, “Dad, we can be your 
band!” I went out the next day and bought a bass 
guitar, a drum set, and a conga, and taught all 
three of my girls to play and sing with me.

RYAN: Wow, not everyone can say that! What 
advice would you offer to young or aspiring 
church musicians and pastors?

MONTY: For musicians I would say quality 
matters, but it isn’t about you. For young pastors, 
you need to realize how important music can be.

" we have to remember 
that music is used to enhance 
worship, not replace it. "
monty stratton
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The Values Team of the Missouri Conference 
awarded grants to following seven Missouri 

Conference churches. These grants were initiated 
by a proposal at the Missouri Annual Conference 
Session last June. 
1. The Connection UMC (a site of Salem 

UMC in the Gateway Central District) - 
The Connection is prepared to launch “Life 
Force” a ministry which, with the aid of non-
ecclesiastical community partnerships, will 
provide safe space, resources, and support to 
LGBTQIA+ individuals ages 18-25. 

2. The Anchor Room Worship Service at 
Centenary UMC in St. Louis - The Anchor 
Room @ Centenary provides an open and 
welcoming modern worship experience 
for residents of downtown St. Louis. The 
worship service serves as the “anchor” for a 
community strives to make a tangible impact 
on the surrounding area, as well as impacting 
ministries across the globe. 

3. The Gathering UMC in St. Louis - The 
Gathering’s LGBTQ+ ministry, “Emerge” 
received funding for the Queer Youth 
Homelessness Initiative. This initiative, which 
seeks to augment existing services in their 
region while stepping into the unique space 
within which only a faith community can 
operate. 

4. Schweitzer UMC in Springfield- Schweitzer 
plans to identify 2 LGBTQIA+ individuals 
and use the grant money to train them to 
plant a “new place for new people.”

5. First St. Charles UMC - Two groups are 
currently meeting at First St. Charles UMC 
to provide support and advocacy for the 
LGBTQ+ community. The Way Forward 
Community is a group of family, friends, and 
supporters of LGBTQ+ persons. A second 
group is an informal gathering of LGBTQ+ 
persons that meets at an offsite location to 
ensure confidentiality.

6. Manchester UMC – Will use funds to (1) 
expand existing LGBTQIA+ young adult 
missional community, (2) support the creation 
of a new LGBTQIA+ missional community 
for adults in West County, (3) establish a 
Youth LGBTQIA+ Support group, and 
(4) develop a new educational resource that 
supports LGBTQIA+ inclusive ministries 
throughout the conference.

7. Campbell UMC in Springfield- Provide a 
“new place” outside the walls of the church 
for persons who identify as LGBTQIA+, 
provide support for parents and family 
members of LGBTQIA+ persons who want 
to learn how to faithfully support their loved 
one in the (lifelong) coming out process, 
offer semi-annual training to members of the 
congregation on allyship and creating safe and 
inclusive spaces and provide an opportunity 
and mentorship for a congregational member 
who identifies as LGBTQIA+ to develop 
missional leadership skills and to further 
discern the ways that God, the world, and the 
church are calling forth her gifts and talents.

“I will say I'm personally very excited to see the 
number and variety of the projects proposed 
- everything from worship services to support 
groups to direct training and support to 
individuals in need,” said Rev. Kyle Butler, pastor 
of Mt. Zion UMC in St. Louis. It was Butler who 
brought the proposal for grant funding to Annual 
Conference. 

“Hopefully these churches can provide an 
example of fruitful ministry with LGBTQIA+ 
individuals to encourage even more churches 
representing more of the state to try out similar 
kinds of outreach down the road.”

Inclusivity Grants Awarded 
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Stay up-to-date with breaking news, 
upcoming events and important 
information from the Missouri United 
Methodists by subscribing to Net News.

www.moumethodist.org/stayconnected

Subscribe 
to Net News

You're invited! Festival of Sharing will be hosting a series of

Community Meetings. These gatherings will highlight the

history of Festival of Sharing and provide information on

engagement with local Sharefests. Detailed flyers can be

found on the Sharefest pages at www.festivalofsharing.org.

Please share with your communities!

March 14th | 9 AM | Lifewise StL (1321 S 11th St, St. Louis, MO 63104)

March 15th | 3 PM | Tipton UMC (204 US Hwy 50, Tipton, MO 65081)

March 26th | 6:30 PM | Hood UMC (139 N. Walnut, Ave., Republic, MO 65738)

April 26th | 6 PM | Macon UMC (208 Pearl St, Macon, MO 63552)

 

Check our Facebook and website for potential additional dates and locations. 

Community Meetings
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Susan Brandes at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Susan Brandes at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App
The magazine is available via a free app on iPads or 
iPhones. Search the iTunes library for The Missouri 
Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like 
to share about the magazine, or if you want to connect 
Fred Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with 
a talented writer, photographer or videographer in your 
congregation, e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

Journey4Justice
MARCH 21-23, 2020

Cost: $300/Single Occupancy or $400/Double 
Occupancy. Registration deadline is 3/13/20. Limited 
scholarships available on a case by case basis.

Registration Includes: Transportation to & from St. Louis 
and Montgomery and transportation in Montgomery, 
2 nights in a hotel (double occupancy), Saturday night 
dinner, entrance into Memorial and Museum, a t-shirt and 
justice resources to share your experience with your family, 
friends and church.

50 people from ages 13 to 103 are taking a justice journey 
together to Equal Justice Initiative’s Legacy Museum and 
National Memorial for Peace and Justice in Montgomery, 
Alabama. The Museum and the Memorial are unlike any 
museum you may have visited in the past. This can be 
best defined as an intense experience that will leave you 
challenged and convicted.

UMW SCJ 2020 Quadrennial Event
MARCH 26-29, 2020
 Location: Statehouse Convention Center, Marriott 
Downtown, Little Rock, Arkansas
Registration Fee: $325/person
Website: https://www.umwscj.org/quadrennial

The organization of United Methodist Women within the 
bounds of a jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church 
implements the election process for the United Methodist 
Women's national board of directors and is responsible 
for special programs. United Methodist Women equips 
women and girls around the world to be leaders in 
communities, agencies, governments, and churches. South 
Central Jurisdiction is one of five that comprise UMW and 
SCJ leaders serve four year terms. These leaders create 
opportunities for members to connect through seminars, 
educational events, and leadership opportunities.

HIGHLIGHTS
Keynote Speakers: Darryl Burton & Lamonte McIntyre
5 Workshops, Pre-Conference Training,
Thursday Ubuntu Service Projects, and more!
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BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT

When people give photography 
as a spiritual discipline a try, 
they may be eager at first 
as photographic skills grow. 

The camera feels good in the hands. New 
awareness of the surrounding world turns 
the environment into a sensory playground. 
One can relate to Brother Lawrence as a 

picture is taken of a common saltshaker. But, 
contemplative photography can be unsettling 
as it becomes part of praying without ceasing. 
Do we really want to hear God? With spiritual 
discernment comes a choice of whose will 
to follow. Contemplative photography can 
also bring to the surface feelings and wounds 
which may be buried deep. Memories of past 

hurt, abuse or trauma may be elicited. This is 
an opportunity to hand your wounds to God 
and let God redeem them and hand them back 
to you. Contemplative photography helps 
me to be still before God and set aside my 
preconceived notions. Lord, help us to have 
your mind, trust your truth, humbly follow the 
lead of your Spirit.


