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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

ABOUT THE COVER
Shelly and Kevin Sinkclear 

prepare for a wet 
pavement ride in Kansas 

City while Rev. Rex Warren 
(behind them) does the 
same. They were on the 

last day of the Moto 
Rally for Mozambique,
and were successfully 
able to dodge the rain.

Fred Koenig, Editor
Missouri Conference Publications

Fred Koenig,Editor

RIDE ON
Rev. Bill O’Neal of St. Stephen UMC in Troy is a true man of faith. I know this because I’ve 
seen the front tire of a Harley he was riding. Only the thinnest trace of rubber and the grace 
of God separated the 43 pounds of pressure in that tire from the air we breathe. Had O’Neal 
offered to give me his motorcycle, I would have graciously accepted it, and then walked beside it 
to the closest tire shop. I would not have had enough faith to ride it around the parking lot. 

I loved O’Neal’s Harley because it was always dirty. He rode it from his church in Waynesville to 
meetings at the Conference office in Columbia, so perhaps it got dirtier en route, but you could 
tell his bike was a means of transportation – not a trailer queen. 

I loved Rev. Kendall Waller’s Harley for the opposite reason – it was always immaculate. When 
Waller was on Conference staff here in Missouri he always rode his bike everywhere, thinking 
nothing about embarking on an east or west bound trip down I-70. Yet Waller always managed 
to remove all the bugs and road grim and shine the bike back to a high-gloss level that made it 
look as though it had never been ridden at all. 

Waller and O’Neal were both on the first Missouri Conference group ride (see page 9) as was 
Bishop Farr, well before he was a bishop. But soon after he was elected bishop he said he would 
like to do a group ride again. In some Conferences, people in my position follow their bishop 
around wherever he or she goes. I’m glad Missouri isn’t one of them. I’m not saying it’s a bad 
system – bishops are often where the action is. And they tend to be good preachers, which make 
good sermon stories. But following Bishop Farr would be too exhausting. For the four-day 
motorcycle trek, I found the glamorous life of the bishop to be getting to the hotel after your last 
church visit and getting on your phone to find a restaurant that serves dinner after 9 p.m. After a 
short night in the hotel you grab a bite from the free breakfast in the lobby and then hit the road 
and do it again. The ride may have been slightly more intense than his normal schedule, but I 
think not much, as it seemed pretty routine to him. I get tired just following him on Facebook. 

On Saturday morning, September 28 I ran a half marathon (13.1 miles). On Monday afternoon, 
September 30, I rode my motorcycle from Poplar Bluff to Mountain Grove (125 miles). Both 
events were completed in well under two hours. Between the two, my motorcycle ride was more 
physically taxing than running the race. Riding a motorcycle isn’t easy – which is why people like 
it – they like the challenge. 

The challenge can get mitigated by various comfort features on the motorcycle. My motorcycle 
has no such features. If you want to know what it’s like to ride it at 70 mph, you can just try 
sitting on the hood of your car at that speed – it’s pretty much the same thing. (Legal notice: The 
Missouri Conference does not endorse or condone you riding on the hood of car.)

To begin the ride I rode Highway 94 from Columbia to St. Louis. There were more motorcycles 
on the road than cars. I liked that, because motorcyclist will actively avoid colliding with other 
motorcyclist, while many car and truck drivers seem ambivalent as to whether they collide with 
a motorcycle or not. Halfway to St. Louis at a gas station I chanced upon two riders who looked 
like they could ride all-the way to Mozambique if they were so inclined. I learned both were 
members of The Gathering, and one was up for joining us on the ride that day (the other had to 
lead worship). 

This year’s ride was a pilot project – the first time a ride had a purpose. It’s was a way to engage 
riders to raise money for motorcycles for pastors in Mozambique, where having two wheels isn’t 
a toy – it’s an upgrade from just having two feet to get around. It’s off to a good start, and I’m 
looking forward to where it can go from here.
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MISSION Making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
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relentlessly lead our churches to become 
outwardly focused and spiritually centered 
Christ followers.
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LETTER FROM CODY COLLIER

Cody Collier, 
Assistant to the Bishop

I was truly blessed recently as Bishop Farr shared some of 
the highlights about clergy and laity who were a part of 

the Motorcycle for Mozambique tour of Missouri. (See story 
on page 6). What a ride, what an adventure! And what a 
great mission and witness in a time that is calling for daring 
leaders who, in uncertain times, are able to transform lives, 
communities and the world for Jesus Christ!

All of us are aware on a daily basis that we travel with high 
anxiety and uncertainty. Whether we are clergy or lay persons 
with what we see as large or small leadership responsibilities, we 
all are called to be leaders in a time of uncertainty. I imagine as 
you are reading this article, you find yourself facing some fears 
and doubts about your own leadership and ways to maneuver 
through unsettling times. You may be facing “people fatigue” 
– persons who constantly question everything you envision 
rather than move out in faith; “personal fatigue” – inability to 
get a handle on ongoing self-care; “family fatigue” – deep and 
stressful concerns for loved ones; “ministry fatigue” – weary 
from responding to deadlines, emails, phone calls, and forms 
without time for rest; “political and justice fatigue” – responding 
to the needs of the oppressed in the midst of often divisive 
and mean-spirited voices; or “denominational fatigue” – the 
exhaustion of finding a way forward as United Methodists in 
the midst of disagreement and uncertainty about our future as 
a church. There is a desperate need for each of us to be leaders 
who love each other as Christ loved us. 

It is essential in times like these for leaders to provide a calming 
non-anxious presence, compassion and grace in highly anxious 
situations. Yet, as spirituals leaders, we are still called to 
challenge and help people to grow beyond our current situation.
In fact, people turn to their leaders for guidance, truth-telling, 
and reassurance more than ever before. Instinctively, we might 
want to flee, freeze or take flight. However, forgetting how 
blessed we are to be leaders deprives us of embarking upon 
the bold venture and certainty of God’s promises. Although I 
don’t own a motorcycle, I have experienced “the therefore, go, 

Uncertainty is a 
permanent part of the 
leadership landscape. 

It never goes away. 
Actually, it’s what makes 

leadership necessary. 

The challenge for 
leaders is not to remove 

uncertainty, but to 
navigate it successfully.

ANDY STANLEY

The Blessings of 
Leadership in a 
Time of Uncertainty

Be strong and bold; 
have no fear or dread ... 
because it is the LORD 

your God who goes 
with you; he will not fail 

you or forsake you. 
DEUTERONOMY 31:6 (NRSV)
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moments” – the thrill of holding on and facing the 
unknown with hope. Much like a biker, navigating 
uncertainty involves the ability to ride with openness, 
passion, risk, patience, and courage.

Blessed leaders in a time of uncertainty understand 
the renewing vitality of spiritual practices that are 
found in the missional journey of the open road:

Leaders in a time of uncertainty Travel with a 
Vision. Bikers are passionate about discovering 
new places, new roads and experiencing diverse 
communities that offer meaning and direction 
for their lives. The vision, as Lovett Weems 
describes it, is a picture of a preferred future. 
When the vision is compelling, it has 
the capability of lifting people out 
of their routine rut to think, discern 
and see life differently. This kind of 
visionary ride offers unity, energy 
and focus when we are asking: 
Where do we go from here?

Leaders in a time of uncertainty 
Travel with the spirit of 
Hospitality and Humility. When 
bikers get together, it can sometimes 
turn into unhealthy debates about 
what is the better way and why. 
They know it’s important to listen 
and learn from one another. This 
requires a heavy dose of humility 
and the kind of hospitality that welcomes the 
perspectives of others. Leaders have both self-
confidence and an awareness of their limitations. 
They understand that our journey is a call to love 
God and our neighbor.

Leaders in a time of uncertainty Travel with a 
spirit of Risk. Bikers know to expect changes in 
the weather. They prepare and pack for storms and 
secondary roads less traveled. Such leaders will 
experience some voices resistant to the necessary 
changes needed in unsettling times. With a 
courageous faith, leaders are not deterred by how 
uncomfortable the ride may feel to others – though 
they will work sensitively to bring others along. 

They understand they will experience bumpy roads 
when some people seek the comfortable roads of 
the past when God is calling all of us to do a new 
thing. Such leaders are innovative, daring and 
inspire others in their leadership.

Leaders in at time of uncertainty Travel with 
Gratitude. I have noticed in watching my 
biker friends a sense of joy that reflects their 
ability to travel light and to be grateful for 
every opportunity to pause giving thanks for 
unforgettable sites and beauty of God’s creation. 

It is not always easy to give thanks, but this is 
the very thing we must do in order to overcome 

stressful times. Being thankful for your 
health, family, sunny days, cloudy days, 
your garden, friendships, for the gift of 
giving, serving others, praise, prayer and 
worship. For the blessings of persons 
who lets you in when there is heavy 
traffic! 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18)

When you focus on having an attitude 
of gratitude, you’re really sharing so that 
everyone benefits.

In my office I have a statement on my desk that was 
given to me years ago by one of my dearest friends in 
ministry. It simply says: Enjoy the journey! 

Uncertainty and anxiety come with life, but these do 
not have to dominate our lives. Let us invite God to 
reframe the way we face our doubts and fears, being 
“anxious for nothing” and experiencing “the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding.”

Blessings on your journey!

5www.moumethodist.org



6 November 2019  |  The Missouri Methodists



A t the end of 
September Missouri 

Bishop Bob Farr and his wife 
Susan saddled up their Harley and led 
a group of riders on a 1,000 mile trek – 
without leaving the state of Missouri. The 
purpose of the ride was to raise money 
to purchase motorcycles for United 
Methodist pastors in Mozambique. The 
ride passed through all nine Missouri 
Conference districts, spreading the word 
about the cause at many churches along the way.

DAY ONE
The total distance of the ride varied, as some riders 
had a big ride to make just to join the group. The Farrs 
began their ride a day early on September 28. After 
participating in a UMW event at Community UMC 
in Columbia they rode their Harley Davidson Softail 
trike to Morning Star in O’Fallon, where Bishop Farr 
preached that evening. 

On Sunday morning, Bishop Farr preached at both 
services at Morning Star, and then after lunch they rode 
over to Unity UMC in Webster Groves for him to preach 
at the BMCR event (see story on page 20) After that 
they rode with two other motorcyclists to The Gathering 
about 15 minutes away. One of the riders was Kent 
Gastreich (husband of Rev. Linda Gastreich), who had 
only owned his Harley Davidson Street for two days.

When the four riders showed up at The Gathering 
they were joined by seven more. Southeast District 
Superintendent Bruce Baxter rode up from Cape 
Girardeau with his friend from Cape, Brad Haertling, 
a member of La Croix UMC. 

“I think I get the award for the oldest bike here,” 
Haertling commented on the 1995 BMW he was riding. 
He got the motorcycle from his uncle, who had ridden it 

all over North America, including Canada and Mexico. 
Kevin and Shelley Sinkclear, members of the Paris 
United Methodist Church, also joined the riders there, 
and were the only riders who were not part of Conference 
staff to complete the whole loop around the state.

“My mom saw the announcement about the ride and 
showed it to me on the website and said, ‘You should do 
this,’” Shelly Sinkclear said. 

A last-minute addition to the group was Lyndee Downs, 
who had just learned about the ride earlier that day 
through a chance meeting at a gas station. A highly 
proficient rider and knowledgeable of the area roads, she 
agreed to lead the group of riders to the first stop, the St. 
Genevive exit at State Highway 32. 

After the first stop riders were racing the sun to try to 
get to Cape Girardeau before dark. They lost the race 
badly, and road the last several miles down I-55 in the 
dark before arriving at La Croix UMC somewhat tardy. 

After Missouri Conference Senior Mission Strategist 
Lucas Endicott presented a program about the 
motorcycles for Mozambique to La Croix, the riders 
departed for their hotel. Although they were in the 
middle of town, three deer ran across the road right 
in front of the riders, and a fourth ran out but doubled 
back, reminding the group of the hazard of riding at 
night in Missouri, especially in the fall. 
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DAY TWO
The next morning the group gathered at Grace UMC 
in Cape Girardeau, where they were treated to coffee 
and donuts before they got started. This morning 
the group had grown to 13 riders. Buddy Davis, a 
motorcycle police officer, riding safety instructor, and 
member of La Croix, gave the group a safety briefing 
and led the ride out of Cape Girardeau and down a 
series of rural roads toward Popular Bluff, passing by 
towns like Delta, Arab and Zalma. On Highway T 
near Lake Wappello, rider Rev. Jerry Willer, age 76, 
failed to negotiate a curve and ran off an embankment. 

He was wearing a helmet. His face 
and shin were bleeding, but 
insisted there was no need 
to call an ambulance. Willer 
proved to be a good deal 
tougher than the Honda 
Silverwing he was riding, which 
was a total loss. Willer was 
given a ride home by Endicott, 
who was coordinating the ride 
and following the group with 
his car. A couple of days later 
Willer was back to mowing his 
lawn, a three-hour job. 

The ride continued on to 
Poplar Bluff UMC, where the 
riders took a break, then had 
lunch across town. After lunch 
several riders returned home, 
leaving only the four riders 
who rode the entire route. 
Now well behind schedule 
they made a hard push for Mountain Grove UMC. 
The weather was typical for mid-July, but unexpected 
because it was September 30. The temperature was in 
the mid-90s, and there was a strong cross wind. The 
high-speed run was challenging.

“Somewhere around 65 miles per hour it goes from 
being fun to being work,” Bishop Farr said of enduring 
a couple of hours of hot, highway speed wind without 
a break.

The riders were greeted with a warm reception and 
cold water at Mountain Grove UMC and their 
presence in town was covered by the local media, the 

Mountain Grove News Journal. Mountain Grove 
member Bob Andrews met the riders there on his 
custom Harley Davidson but did not join them as 
they journeyed onto Springfield. 

They mounted back up for another ride of about 
an hour to Springfield, where they had about 30 
minutes to check into a motel, and then head over 
to Kingsway UMC. There they were met by a large 
group of Mozambique supporters interested in 
hearing more about the motorcycle project. 
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DAY 3
The riders started the day by gathering at Wesley, where they were joined by 
two more riders, Rev. Rex Warren of Fairview near Bolivar and his friend 
David Payne. Their first stop of the morning was at Aurora , where they were 
met by a group of 40 United Methodist Women. Following Aurora they made 
a stop by the George Washington Carver National Monument. The next stop 
was for lunch in Carthage, where they met with Rev. Marsha Eichner and Rev. 
David Fowler, and took a cruise around the grand and historic town square, 
and by Carthage UMC. 

Having appreciated the rural roads of the morning over the four-lane trek of 
the previous day, the riders asked Warren to guide them up back roads toward 
their next stop, Adrian. Adrian had a large group standing along the street to 
welcome the riders, as well as drinks, snacks and a $500 check for motorcycles 
in Mozambique. 

Getting back into his familiar territory and entering the Kansas City metro 
area during rush hour, Bishop Farr led the riders from Adrian to their hotel in 
Blue Springs via back roads. Again they had a few minutes to check in, then 
they set off for Saint Luke’s, about a half-hour ride away. 

Saint Luke’s welcomed the group Mozambique-style, with people lined up 
singing as they dismounted their bikes and walked in the door. The church was 
the most recent Missouri Conference church to visit Mozambique.

GOING THE DISTANCE
The Distance Award 
goes to Southeast 
District Superintendent 
Bruce Baxter, who rode 
1,246 miles between 
leaving his home to join 
the ride at the beginning 
in St. Louis and returning 
to his home in Cape 
Girardeau after the 
ride was completed in 
Columbia. It wasn’t a 
long ride for Baxter – 
the month before he did 
a 2,500-mile motorcycle 
ride with a couple of his 
brothers-in-law. 

2012 RIDE
The first group 
motorcycle ride out 
of the Conference 
office, dubbed "the 
pastor encouragement 
ride" by then Director 
of Congregational 
Excellence Bob Farr, was 
seven years ago to the 
day of this year’s ride, 
and included Bishop 
Farr, Kendall Waller, Bill 
O’Neal, Bruce Baxter, 
Jeff Baker, Karen Taylor 
and Phil Niedermeyer. 

2018 DAY RIDE
The second group ride 
was planned for May of 
2017, but was cancelled 
due to the weather. The 
second ride did occur 
on May 14, 2018. It had 
seven riders. Both of 
the first two rides were 
day rides from the 
Conference Center that 
covered less than 200 
miles.

TYPES OF BIKES
Harley Davidsons 
accounted for about half 
of the 23 motorcycles on 
the ride.
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DAY 4
Waking up to rain, after a quick 
review of weather radar the 
riders collectively decided that 
a northern bound route was 
ill-advised due to storms, so 
they were forced to cancel the 
stop at Cameron. Instead they 
took Highway 24 eastbound. 
After crossing the Missouri 
River the ride was more like 
going through the everglades 
than mid-Missouri, with water 
lapping at the highways edge. The 
Missouri River, which has been 
over flood stage since early spring, 
was cresting for a third time, 
and had turned what are usually 
high-production crop fields into a 
vast expanse of water. The riders 
continued north on U.S. Highway 
65 to Chillicothe, and then west 
on US 63 to Brookfield, where 
they met with four area pastors at 
Trinity. (Highway 65 was closed 
the next day.) 

Next the riders took Highway 5 
southbound through Marceline, 
Glasgow and then stopped in 
Fayette for a break at Central 
Methodist University. From there 
it was onto Missouri (Columbia), 
where they were met with 
sandwiches and cookies, and 
concluded with a final presentation. 

During the final program each day Endicott 
addressed the obvious question: Why motorcycles for 
Mozambique pastors? To explain, he shared a story of 
a current Missourian and Mozambican. Ilda Guambe 
lives in Keytesville, recently moved to Missouri 
from Mozambique. Her mother was one of the first 
Methodist clergy women in Mozambique. She recalls 
beginning a walk at 4 a.m. to attend a 6 p.m. meeting, 
then repeating the walk back the next day. This 
was a common occurrence. In areas without public 
transportation and poor roads, many Mozambique 
pastors can end up spending most of their time 
walking. Motorcycles are the most common, practical, 

efficient and economic method to cover more distance 
in less time. 

Motorcycles have been a need for Mozambique pastors 
for decades. Bishop Farr recalled that when he was 
pastor at Church of the Shephard, they raised money 
to purchase motorcycles for several Mozambique 
pastors at that time. A motorcycle in Mozambique 
costs approximately $2,500. The ride has raised about 
$5,000, with more continuing to come in.

Plans are underway for another ride next 
year. Save the date for the weekend of 
September 18 – 20, 2020.
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MORE THAN MOTORCYCLES
The Mozambique Initiative 
motorcycle project is in addition 
to – not replacing – other missional 
efforts of the Mozambique 
Initiative. Safe water is still a high 
priority. When the motorcycle 
ride kicked off at The Gathering, 
the church presented a check for 
$150,000 for wells in Mozambique. 

The money was from the church’s 
2018 Christmas Eve offering. So 
far this year Missouri Conference 
churches have dug 30 wells this 
year. Those wells have provided 
96,240 people access to safe water. 
The second stop on the motorcycle 
ride was at La Croix UMC in 
Cape Girardeau, which also gave 
it’s Christmas Eve offering totaling 
$100,000 to wells in Mozambique. 

There are other missional projects 
in Mozambique relating to things 
like health care, education and 
caring for orphans. Manchester 
UMC has given $73,000 toward 
construction for a new school, and 
is seeking partners to donate the 
remaining $39,000 to finish the 
project. 

There are 272 partnerships between 
Missouri United Methodists and 
Mozambique. Most are church-
to-church partnerships, but some 
are more individualized. For more 
information about how you can 
engage in ministry in Mozambique 
go to www.mzinitiative.com. 
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BMCR in St. Louis 
Supports ColLege 

Students
I n a packed sanctuary at Unity in Webster Groves 

on a Sunday afternoon, Rev. Stephanie Leonard 
welcomed the crowd to the place of worship in the 
same manner that she welcomes her congregation 
every Sunday. 

“Good afternoon beautiful people of God,” she said. 
“You’re at home, so please feel at home.”

The event was the Fifth Sunday worship service, which 
has been a regular event with the Gateway Central Black 
Methodist for Church Renewal group since 2007. One 
half of the offering gathered at the Fifth Sunday services 
goes toward scholarships for graduating seniors at Gateway 
Central BMCR churches. 

“It is our responsibility to make our community inviting 
for college graduates to return to,” said Jacqueline Nance, 
BMCR president. “We need them to come back and help 

“We need college graduates 
to come back and help 

make a difference in lives
 in our community.”

JACQUELINE NANCE
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make a difference in lives in our community.” She read 
from one scholarship recipient’s application in which he 
stated he intended to start a business after college that 
would help lift-up his community. 

“These are their words. They want to make a difference,” 
Nance said. 

The guest preacher for the day was Missouri Bishop Bob 
Farr. He began his sermon by noting the three worst 
words he has encountered is “Some Assembly Required.” 
Sometimes when all else fails at the end of the assembly 
attempts, he resorts to the unmanly practice of reading 
the instructions. He questioned why people have such a 
resistance to reading and following instructions. 

The scriptures for the service were Micah 6: 6-8 and Luke 
10: 25-29. Bishop Farr said the instructions given in both 
scriptures are straightforward and consistent, even though 
more than 1,000 years separated their writing. 

“Jesus was clear. Do what’s right – do justice in loving 
your neighbor,” Bishop Farr said. There is no room for 
mincing words over who is your neighbor. John Wesley 
often reinforced this in his teachings. 

“John Wesley said there is no such thing as personal piety 
without social holiness,” Bishop Farr said. People who try 
to be sanctimonious without being engaged in mission 
are living a life limited in scope, as are people who are 
working for the greater good but do not know God. 
Bishop Farr also stressed the importance of being actively 
involved in a church. 

“Jesus was clear. 
Do What's right – do justice 

in loving your neighbor.”
BISHOP FARR
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“It doesn’t take any effort for me to do stupid. I’ll start 
with it. It’s what’s inside you,” Bishop Farr said. “If I’m 
not in a church community, and I’m just left to my own 
devices, I’ll be just like everybody else.” 

Farr said that too may people in the white culture are 
giving themselves a pass on racial injustice simply because 
they haven’t committed overt acts of racism themselves.

“They’ll say about racism, ‘I didn’t do anything’,” he said. 
“I say, ‘It seems to me that you didn’t do anything’.” 

Bishop Farr noted that Wesley’s greatest fear was that 
Methodists would have the outer form of religion without 
having the religious sustenance. He asked those gathered 

to consider the last time their religion had moved them to 
tears, or to their knees. 

“The way we are treating each other – we look like the 
world, where someone wins and someone loses,” Farr said. 

He said the people called Methodist must work together 
to restore our communities to a place where a young 
person doesn’t have to duck from a bullet. He concluded 
with Psalm 23, and scripture he has referred to in more 
than 300 funerals, paying close attention to challenge the 
psalm issues in verse 4. 

“I don’t fear death, it’s the valley of the shadow of death 
that haunts me,” Farr said. 
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LAITY VOICES

Rob Gordon,Mid-State 
District, Lay Leader

BY ROB GORDON

Each Wednesday morning during the school year, my wife and I make 
our way to one of the local elementary schools where we meet with 

our KidsHopeUSA students. KidsHopeUSA is a nationally recognized 
program where Christian adults are paired with at-risk students. (At-risk 
means that the student may struggle with school tasks due to academic, 
behavioral, or environmental factors.) My heart warms as I open the 
classroom door and my little friend, whom I will call Jay, sees me and 
flashes a bright smile. We walk down the hallway and find a place where 
we can sit together and do a little homework. Jay loves to read out loud 
to me, and he shares excerpts from a book he has chosen. This week 
Jay laughed out loud at some of the antics of the main characters and it 
reinforced to me why reading is so vitally important. Reading has become 
a window into a world that Jay might never experience any other way. 
And as he reads books he enjoys, he is strengthening a skill that can 
determine his success in school and beyond.

Educational research is clear about the importance of reading. As a 
retired educator, I can vouch for the necessity of developing strong 
reading skills in children, and particularly ensuring that they are reading 
at grade level by the end of the primary grades. Grade three has become 
an important benchmark in student learning because up to 3rd grade 
children are learning to read. After 3rd grade the focus becomes “reading 
to learn,” using reading skills to understand new information in other 
subjects (such as science and math). In the intermediate grades and 
above, students must be able to read text critically, research, and problem 
solve. Children who do not learn to read by third grade are at a severe 
disadvantage, risk not graduating from high school, and sinking into (or 
remaining in) poverty.

Two years ago, Bishop Bob Farr challenged all churches in the Missouri 
Conference to pursue three priorities, including Pathway out of Poverty. 
One way to pursue this priority is churches establish a relational (one-on-
one) partnerships within local schools. In 2019-20 the focus is upon using 
books as a tool to create meaningful relationships between caring adults 
and students in need. The Open Hearts, Open Books initiative hopes to 
place 100,000 books in the hands of 100,000 children by the culmination 
of 2020! To accomplish this goal we need the help of every congregation. 
At openheartsopenbooks.org your church can pledge to give books, 
view resources for school-church partnerships, and more. A webinar is 
available at moumethodist.org/actionplan where you can take a virtual 
tour of the new Open Hearts, Open Books website. 

Join churches across Missouri in this exciting endeavor. We believe 
that through Open Hearts, Open Books, we can make a difference for 
children throughout Missouri!

Rob Gordon is a retired 
public school administrator 
and educational consultant 
who is currently serving as 
the Mid-State District Lay 
Leader. Rob and his wife, 
Linda, live in Boonville, 

Missouri where they attend 
Nelson Memorial.
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Old McKendree 
Turns 200
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N o matter how you count it, 2019 is a 
special year for Old McKendree Chapel 
near Jackson. It is 200 years after the 

chapel was built, and 200 years after the first annual 
conference was held in Missouri at the chapel. 

The Methodists roots on the chapel’s grounds go 
back even further, with a camp meeting organized 
there in 1806, and a class organized in 1809. 

Flash forward two centuries, and the Chapel still 
sees a lot of use. In It had hosted four weddings 
this year before the bicentennial, and three more 
scheduled after. It was on the local tour of historic 
churches this past year, and has been a meeting 
place for the UMW and other organizations. 

On September 22 the grounds were filled with 
crowds celebrating the chapel’s bicentennial. The 
chapel has been well preserved, and improvements 
continue to be made on the grounds. A new master 
plan, funded in part by the Missouri United 
Methodist Foundation, calls for an additional 
investment of $525,000. 

Southeast District Superintendent Bruce Baxter 
encouraged those present to support the effort. 

“Think about all of the people who have been 
committed to preserving this resource for the past 
200 years,” Baxter said. “My prayer is that we will 
give sacrificially to this effort.” 

Rev. David Connley is pastor of Centenary in Cape 
Girardeau, and is also a descendant of one of the 
founding families of Old McKendree Chapel. He 
offered the opening prayer at the service, asking for 
God’s guidance in remaining faithful to the heritage 
of the past while not being stuck in the nostalgia of 
it. 

Rober Williams, Retired General Secretary of 
the General Council of Archives and History was 
present. He emplored those gathered to stop, look 
and listen, asking them to stop from the business 
of their lives. “Listen not just to the wind in the 
trees, but also to the Holy Spirit,” he said. “This is a 
national landmark, and landmark’s help us find our 
way.”
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Bishop Farr described how Old McKendree was a launching 
pad, directly responsible for the spread of the Methodist 
movement into Arkansas, Missouri and Oklahoma. 

“The Methodist church would not be what it is today 
without the courage of the people who met on this soil,” he 
said. “Today the world is in need of people to breathe the 
fresh air of the spirit across the highways and byways.”

Farr reminded people that it is not enough to have a 
relationship with God, they must also have a relationship 
with their neighbors. He summed Methodism up into four 
points. 
1. All are in need of being saved: We’ve all found ourselves 

down the wrong road at some point in our life. 
2. All could be saved: This is at odds with other faiths that 

believe only a chosen few can be saved. John Wesley 
believed in grace upon grace. That’s why Methodist 
serve communion to anyone – grace is open to all. God 
doesn’t give up on God’s children anymore than we 
would give up on ours. 

3. All can know they have been saved: John Wesely’s 
biggest fear was the Methodism would become an outer 
form of religion that lacked inner substance. 

All are in need 
of being saved.

All could be saved.

All can know they 
have been saved.

All can be 
saved fully.
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4. All can be saved fully: John Wesley believed that 
people weren’t saved at a certain point and then 
moved on, but rather are 
perpetually being save.  
If you stop being saved, you 
begin backsliding. We’re 
always in the process of 
being saved. It’s a walking 
around kind of faith.

“I’m a fourth generation 
Methodist,” Bishop Farr said. 
“I’m not just proud, I’m deeply 
grateful. I feel an obligation 
that this faith tradition that 
we’ve inherited is passed on to 
the next generation. Don’t you 
wonder how many tears were 
shed here? How many people 
gave themselves to Christ? How 
many lives were completely 
turned around? These people 
envangelized to the world. My 
question to you now is, ‘Are you 

going to?’ It’s a different world now than it was then, 
but in their time it was a different world for them 

than the people who came before 
them as well. I beg you as your 
bishop, do whatever it takes to 
reach people,” Farr emplored. 

With a nod to the divisions 
being discussed for the 
upcoming General Conference, 
Bishop Farr reassured everyone 
that God has a plan for who we 
need to become. 

“Let’s not worry so much about 
who we might lose, but let’s 
rather consider who we might 
gain,” Farr said. “Who might we 
be able to reach that we haven’t 
been reaching before. Hear the 
voices of the Methodists who 
came before us calling us to a 
new way in a new day.”
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This is the third article in a series on clergy health factors. 
The Wesleyan way links the health of the Church with 
the health of its clergy. The leadership of healthy clergy is 
essential for developing outwardly focused and spiritually 
centered Christ followers.

A dark secret among clergy is loneliness. Of 13 
factors that influence clergy health, Wespath 

named the problem of few 
friends or people to share 
personal issues. Seven out 
of 10 pastors say they have 
no close friends, according 
to an Alban Institute study 
from around 2002. A 2017 
Church of England study 
of more than 1,000 senior 
clergy highlighted loneliness 
and isolation as their greatest 
social concerns – with 76% 
saying this was a major or 
significant problem.

Friendships are essential to a healthy and well-
lived life. Humans are created for connection and 
are necessary to thriving. Clergy are no exception. 
C.S. Lewis wrote in The Four Loves: “Friendship is 
unnecessary, like philosophy, like art, like the universe 
itself… It has no survival value; rather it is one of 
those things which give value to survival.”

What constitutes a friendship that is holy? According 
to L. Gregory Jones, Dean, Duke Divinity School, 
“Holy friends challenge the sins we have come to love, 
affirm the gifts we are afraid to claim and help us 
dream dreams we otherwise would not dream.” 
“Soul friendship can develop informally among people 
whose spiritual experience and journey resonate; or 
they recognize the Spirit working in each other in 

ways that nurture their walk 
with Christ,” said Rev. Jim 
Simpson, Heartland District 
Superintendent. “I have a 
few friends with whom I 
have been able to share the 
fullness of my life including 
my spiritual journey.”
The concept of the “soul 
friend” comes from an 
anglicization of the Irish 
word anam ċara. In the 
Celtic tradition “soul 
friends” are considered an 
essential part of spiritual 

development. Brigid of Kildare once counseled a 
young cleric that “anyone without a soul friend is like 
a body without a head.”

“While we often times find ourselves talking about 
ministry, we also use our time to experience life and a 
hobby we both really enjoy together,” shared Rev. Jeff 

Clergy Health Series

BY KIM JENNE
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Baker, Director of NextGen Ministries. “During our 
adventures, I have found myself be pushed in places 
that I would likely not go on my own. A few years 
ago, I sat at the edge of a 3,000-foot drop. With a fear 
of heights, it was a huge challenge. Overcoming that 
fear happened through trust.”

Shared adventures are a bonding agent for friends. 
Clergy-to-clergy friendships are unique because of the 
deep understanding of shared ministry. Clergy need 
friends in whom they can vent about the challenges 
and frustrations of ministry with those who know 
and understand the burdens of ministry. Friendships 
among clergy can be a much-needed source of 
encouragement and, when necessary, rebuke.

Rev. Mike Wondel, lead pastor at First (Sikeston), 
shares that 18 years ago, he sat down with his friend, 
Rev. Matt Miofsky, lead pastor of The Gathering, 
after a ministry event. During the event, they had 
noticed that some of the pastors a generation older 
seemed dangerously close to cynicism and burnout.

“As young pastors, we were disheartened,” Wondel 
recalled. “We vowed to one another that if we ever 
heard [warning signs] from one another, we would 
challenge each other and help each other remember 
why we do what we do and even ask the question if it 
is time to leave [vocational ministry].”

L. Gregory Jones, Dean of Duke Divinity School 
describes holy friends as those who “challenge the sins 

we have come to love, affirm the gifts we are 
afraid to claim and help us dream dreams we 
otherwise would not dream.” They play a vital 
role in the people we become.

“I met a holy friend in college 20 years my 
senior. Our life experiences were so different 
at the time, but we developed a friendship and, 
yet, our biblical interpretations in other areas 
are not the same,” said Rev. Karen Hayden, 

lead pastor of King’s Way (Springfield). “I knew I had 
to process my unease after GC2019 with him. I knew 
we had some alternating views on the issue of human 
sexuality and clergy rights. He wasn’t an “Other,” 
but one who knew me and our shared relationship in 
Christ. I remember our conversation following like a 
release valve on a pressure cooker.”

Challenging perspectives, growing us beyond 
our comfort zones are signs of a healthy and holy 
friendship. Soul friends help one another become the 
pastor and the person we were meant to be. They bring 
out the best in one another.

“Jeff [Baker] has also become one of my greatest 
encouragers,” said Rev. Tim Schulte, lead pastor of 
The River (Eureka). “He can see things in me that I 
have not yet seen. He challenges me in my faith, in my 
family life, and in my ministry – to pursue the dreams 
that God is calling me to pursue.”

Many of us can identify people who have been, and 
continue to be, holy friends in our lives. Are we 
continuing to put the time into these relationships so 
our friends might consider the same of us? 

And, it begs the deeper question about the broader 
communities in which we live: Are we developing our 
churches and communities in ways in which more 
people can discover the importance of holy friendships 
in their own lives, and offer such friendship to others?

“Holy friends challenge the sins 
we have come to love, affirm 
the gifts we are afraid to claim 
and help us dream dreams we 
otherwise would not dream.”
[L. Gregory Jones]
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who’s on 
your team?
The challenges of ministry are complicated and 
wearying. Part of leading means making sure you are 
well equipped to lead. It includes caring for yourself 
before you can care for someone else. That means 
convening a team of people to address your emotional, 
spiritual and physical needs.

Clergy Coach
Coaching supports you in achieving a specific personal 
or professional goal by providing training, advice and 
guidance. Coaching is futuristic and asks the question, 
“How can we meet your goals?” Coaching is a paid 
service.

Consultant 
Usually hired as the “expert,” a consultant typically 
does an assessment and then makes recommendations 
as to what needs to be done to accomplish a goal 
(e.g., capital campaign fundraising). After making 
recommendations, the consultant may or may not stick 
around to assist in implementing changes. Consulting 
is a paid service.

Friend
A person whom you know and with whom you have a 
bond of mutual affection and shared interests. Healthy 
friends love us for who we are rather than what we 
can do for them. Holy friends challenge us to become 
who we were meant to be. Friends are a voluntary 
relationship and free.

Mentor
A mentor has likely been through similar situations 
you are currently dealing with, and they share their 
wisdom. Mentors can help you in your discipleship, 
at work, assist you in life choices and gently guide 
you in the journey of life. Mentoring is a voluntary 
relationship and free.

Spiritual Director
A spiritual director is a mature disciple who helps 
you both to discern what the Holy Spirit is doing and 
saying and to act on that discernment, drawing nearer 
to God in Christ. Spiritual direction is often a paid 
service on a sliding scale ranging from $35-$75 per 
hour.

Therapist
A therapist will never talk about his or her own 
problems since the focus of the relationship is you. 
A therapist will be objective in ways that friends can 
never be. The goal of counseling is to recover from 
their past wounds and move towards a lifestyle of 
healing. Therapy is a paid service covered by many 
insurers including HealthFlex, which covers a variety 
of support services around emotional health.

Trainer
Like a consultant, a trainer “tells” the client what 
to do. Training is used for things like orientation, 
changes in processes, procedures or technology. 
It is often skill-specific and can be a one-time or 
reoccurring event. (e.g., break the 200 weekly worship 
barrier or getting healthier). Training is a paid service 
with a broad range in costs.
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Towers of donations waiting to be assembled are 
stacked everywhere, hiding most walls from sight 

in the basement of St. James in Kansas City. Middle-
school aged children play and bounce balls on the 
cool concrete floors while the adults chat and snack 
on complimentary granola bars, all waiting for the 
opening meeting to start at 9 a.m.

Announcements begin and end quickly, the volunteers 
eager to start. This year they’re packing rice, crafting 
blankets, assembling hygiene kits and hand-selecting 
seeds for gardens. By the end of the day, they’ve packed 
enough kits for more than nine partnering agencies to 
receive and distribute back into their communities. 

With over 54,000 people served in 2018, the Sharefest 
staff are encouraged and hopeful to amplify their 
impact in 2019.

This is the common atmosphere at each Sharefest; 
energetic and loving.

On launching its second year in the Sharefest 
format, Festival of Sharing hosted seven independent 
Sharefest events across Missouri. Sharefest is always 
about giving back into the community by empowering 
others through generosity.

Volunteers at Sharefest range in age from elementary-
school through great-grandparents. No matter the 
ability level, people are always welcome to join in 
uplifting their communities across Missouri.

Focused on giving a hand-up to those facing hardships, 
many volunteers find it encouraging to be using their 

BY KENDRA STAPLES

“We’re all God’s children and 
we definitely work together 

for one cause, and that’s 
helping those in need.”

RUTH TURNER
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talents and energy to uplift their brothers and 
sisters in Christ.

When asked what everyone should know about 
Sharefest, second-year volunteer Ruth Turner 
said, “I want them to see all the churches coming 
together, that it’s a community 
event, not just St. James. 
We’re all God’s children and 
we definitely work together for 
one cause, and that’s helping 
those in need.” 

Encouraged as a family 
event, mother-daughter 
team Erma and Donnetta 
Wilkerson have recently 
began volunteering together. 
“Getting involved in the 
community is important, 
it’s something our church 
can do together. It’s always good to help the 
community in general. This was my first time, 
the agencies were very, very appreciative of 
everything they received. I’ve never seen 
something like that before,” Donetta said.

When asked why they chose to get involved, 
Erma stated “Dennis and Susan at Santa Fe 
UMC were a big part of it. I always think, if 
you believe in Jesus, and what He stood for, 
and what He did for us, you shouldn’t have to 
need to do good works, you should want to 

do good works. That’s why I 
do it, I want to help people. 
And Sharefest hits a lot of 
things, baby bundles, hygiene 
kits, flood kits, reading and 
writing kits, food boxes, I 
think we did 4,000 lbs of rice 
that one day in Macon.”

The reoccurring theme you’ll 
hear from all Sharefest staff 
and volunteers is their love 
for community. Whether 
they’re an event coordinator 
or volunteer for two hours, 

there’s no doubt that every person involved 
in Sharefest is excited to invest their love, 
hope, talents and energy into seeing their 
communities grow.
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The Missouri Conference 
prides itself on taking 

a leadership position in 
creating a safe environment 
for children, youth and 
vulnerable adults. As 
part of that commitment, 
beginning January 1, 2020, 
the Missouri Conference is 
transitioning its online abuse 
prevention program from 
Safe Sanctuaries to Safe 
Gatherings.

Safe Gatherings is like Safe 
Sanctuaries in that it is an 
abuse prevention system 
that incorporates an online 
application, abuse prevention 
training, background checks 
and reference checks for 
staff and volunteers to help 
prevent abuse of children, 
youth and vulnerable adults 
in group settings. 

“It is very similar to Safe 
Sanctuaries, but we feel that 
Safe Gatherings can perform 
these functions better than 
we can in-house,” said 
Finance and Administrative 
Services Director Nate 

Berneking. “By being solely 
focused on this process, Safe 
Gatherings can provide better 
training and online training, 
and keep things up to date.” 

Safe Gatherings process 
includes processing of 
two electronic references, 
background checks and 
a 1.5-hour online abuse 
prevention and boundary 
awareness training. There 
will continue to be two levels 
of certification – Conference 
and Local Church 
Certification. An applicant 
can be certified at either level 
or both levels.

“We believe the transition 
will be smooth for local 
churches,” said Director of 
Connectional Ministries 
Kim Jenne. “We plan to 
honor all existing Safe 
Sanctuaries certifications 
through their individual 
certification period.”

 Any staff or volunteer whose 
certification expires after 
December 31, 2019 will 

have their certification run 
through Safe Gatherings. 
After December 31, 2019, 
applicants will not have 
access to the Safe Sanctuaries 
training module. The pastor 
and LCA will still have 
access to MissionConnect’s 
Protect module in order 
to track applicants whose 
certifications are still valid 
within Safe Sanctuaries.

In addition to the transition, 
there are a few more changes 
to the certification process 
to help better protect the 
most vulnerable in our 
communities.
• Local Church Associates 

(LCAs) will be referred 
to as Safe Gatherings 
Administrators (SGA). 
Pastors will be the 
primary contact for 
concerns related to 
church staff and 
volunteer files. SGAs 
will be able to access 
the real-time progress 
of applicants and be able 
to download and sort 
applicants.
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•  Certification is changing 
from a four-year period 
to a three-year period. 

• The background check 
is expanding to include 
a national and multi-
county of residence 
7-year background check, 
national and state of 
residence Sex Offender 
Registry check.

• The price per applicant 
for the individual church 
program available 
through the Safe 
Gatherings website will 
be $22.50. (Note: For 
the next year, the cost 
for Safe Gatherings 
certification is $45 per 
applicants and currently 
the Conference is 
covering $22.50 of the 
$45 cost.) 

• For individual church 
accounts, there is also 
an option to complete 
a driving record if the 
individual will be driving 
as part of their ministry. 
That cost is $8.50 for 
Missouri licenses.

Local churches can begin the 
transition to Safe Gatherings 
sooner than January 1 if they 
choose. Contact the Safe 
Gatherings team at contact@
SafeGatherings.com or 
888-241-8258 to provide the 
contact information for your 
church or group. As soon as 
the church or group is set 
up within Safe Gatherings, 
the applicant pool will be 
eligible to begin the process 
of certification. The Safe 
Gatherings team is ready to 
assist with setup.

This change will have 
minimal effect on local 
church existing written 
protection policies. Local 
churches may want to 
include the phrase Safe 
Sanctuaries/Safe Gatherings 
until they have transitioned 
their entire applicant pool 
to Safe Gatherings. At 
that time, churches can 
remove all references to Safe 
Sanctuaries.

“The Missouri Conference 
is committed to ensuring 

that we provide safe places 
of worship and fellowship 
to everyone we serve,” Jenne 
said. “We believe Safe 
Gatherings is just one tool to 
help us do that.” 

The Missouri Conference 
has been a leader in the Safe 
Sanctuaries process from the 
beginning, and has modified 
the process several times 
through the years. 

“We have been constantly 
working at how to do this 
better, and more efficiently, 
because one way or another 
it is the local church that is 
paying for this,” Berneking 
said. 

If you have any questions 
contact Tina Twenter, Safe 
Sanctuaries Administrator, at 
ttwenter@moumethodist.org. 

“The Missouri Conference is committed to 

ensuring that we provide safe places of worship 

and fellowship to everyone we serve.” 
KIM JENNE 
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I first became a Volunteer in Mission while serving as 
the Campus Minister of the Wesley Foundation at 
the University of Missouri – Rolla in 1974. We had 
a very active service project ministry that sponsored 
student-led engineering projects for people in need. 
Hundreds of students and faculty participated each 
year. Six years latter when I became a local church 
pastor I continued to be involved with service projects, 
especially in response to natural disasters. United 

Methodists in Missouri have always gone the second mile 
in mission to serve those in need thanks to leaders like Rev. 
Mel West. Today, there are many more natural disasters 
in our country and around the world that need our prayers 
and action. We need more faith-based 
resources!

In 1984 when my wife died suddenly I 
experienced my own personal disaster. I 
knew I could not deal with my loss alone. 
I was invited to attend a community 
support group for parents of small 
children who lost a spouse. I was also 
able to grow through my grief with the 
amazing support of my congregation of 
Schweitzer UMC. My next step was to 
start leading a faith-based support group 
for people who lost a spouse. Since then 
I have continued to lead support groups 
for those who were dealing with trauma, 
loss, and personal crisis. During many 
years of ministry I witnessed first hand 
how local churches could offer support groups that make a 
difference as I served Schweitzer, Manchester, Centenary 
in Cape Girardeau, and Church of the Resurrection.

When I retired in 2018, I felt an urgent need write a 
disaster resource designed for the faith community to reach 
those in need. I partnered with Matt Schoenfeld to design 
a book that offered healing and hope. We wanted to do 
four things. First, I knew that more people need help with 
informed trauma care today. Second, Matt knew how to 
teach people recovery financially after a disaster. Third, 

volunteers need training resources as well as survivors. This 
book offers interviews of those impacted by disaster so that 
volunteers can better understand the needs of those they are 
serving. And finally, we knew that faith communities have 
need for a group study guide which can impact individuals 
and encourage participation in recovery groups.

While my area of expertise and experience was grief and 
trauma recovery, Matt’s area of expertise and experience 
was in financial teaching and coaching. Matt writes three 
chapters to help survivors take a financial assessment 
that is realistic and positive. Detailed forms and tools 
are offered to assist individuals and families develop and 

follow a recovery spending plan. Creating 
a financial recovery plan can be a multi-
year strategy. Setting achievable goals 
and then taking simple steps gives hope 
for financial freedom over the burden 
of debt. This book, Growing Through 
Disaster – Tools for Financial and Trauma 
Recovery in Your Faith Community 
offers concrete and hope-filled ways for 
trauma and financial recovery that can 
be reinforced through faith-based small 
group dynamics.

Years after the disaster there may have 
been unresolved trauma still taking an 
ongoing personal and spiritual toll. Faith 
communities are called to be relevant, 

responsive, and to constantly improve our 
training and care with people in need. Recovery group 
ministry can be a need in every local church! While the 
church has done and will do much more in our future 
disaster recovery mission programs, how we resource the 
volunteers and victims is vital. Some may say that the local 
church does not have the ability that it once did to bring 
help, helping, and hope. However, in the last 50 years of 
pastoral ministry I have witnessed a growing involvement, 
dedication and investment of our volunteers in mission. 
When people are suffering, God’s people will respond. 
This book is an encouraging testimony.

BY CLAYTON L. SMITH

NOW READ THIS
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M embers to Missouri 
Conference leadership (i.e., 
boards, committees, teams 

and work areas like the Board 
of Trustees, Congregational 
Development team, Finance 
and Administration Council, 
Values team) are nominated on a 
quadrennial basis (four-year terms) 
by the Nominations Committee. 
In order for the Nominations 
Committee to make selections 
for the Conference leadership, 
nominees must be in the 
Conference leadership pool. For 
a full list of Missouri Conference 
boards, committees, teams and 
work areas, please see page of 5-8 
of the Standing Rules listed in the 
2018 Journal (www.moumethodist.
org/files/connectional+ministries/
conference+journal+2018/
section+f.pdf). The 2019 Journal 
is still being finalized). For 
a list of current membership 
to those boards, committee, 
teams and work areas, visit 
the nominations report voted 
on during the 2019 Annual 
Conference (www.moumethodist.
org/files/connectional+ministries/
conference+journal+2018/
section+b.pdf)

Members to the Board of 
Ordained Ministry (BOM) 

are nominated by the presiding 
bishop after consultation with 
the chairperson of the board, 
the executive committee, or a 
committee elected by the board 
of the previous quadrennium, 
and with the cabinet. Members 
to district committees on 
ordained ministry (dCOM) 
are nominated annually by 
the district superintendent in 
consultation with the chairperson 
or executive committee of the 
Board of Ordained Ministry. The 
Nominations Committee does 
not make selections for BOM, 
dCOM or the Administrative 
Review Committee, Committee 
on Investigation, Diaconal 
Committee on Investigation which 
are all nominated by the bishop.

The Nominations Committee 
strives to offer leaders to 
Conference boards, committee, 
teams and work areas that is 
diverse. The process is monitored 
by a member of the Values team to 
ensure that diversity. Demographic 
statistics of Conference leadership 
are available by contacting the 
Office of Connectional Ministries. 
That said, the committee is 
restricted to those nominated into 
the leadership pool. Any professing 
member to a Missouri local church 

or licensed, provisional or ordained 
clergyperson may be nominated 
into the leadership pool. Nominees 
are not considered “in the pool” 
until they have completed the 
profile as well as a spiritual gifts 
inventory.

NOMINATIONS PROCESS
(Any lay or clergy member of the 
annual conference can nominate 
someone and you can self-
nominate, too.)
• Visit http://www.

moumethodist.org/nominate.
• Click “here to make a 

nomination”
• You will fill out your 

information and answer some 
questions as to why you are 
nominating the individual 
and then fill out information 
about the nominee. You should 
be prepared to answer the 
following about the nominee: 
Name, Email Address, Phone 
Number, Address Information

• The Office of Connectional 
Ministries will take care of 
the rest. The Nominations 
Committee begins meeting 
in October 2019 with plans 
of having a completed slate 
of nominees for the March 
Mission Council meeting.

MOAC NominationS 
for ConferEnce BoardS, 
ComMitTeES, TeamS 
& Work AreaS

29www.moumethodist.org



A re you facilitating dialogue in 
your church’s worship services? 

I think we all can agree that one of 
the primary purposes of worship is 
to maintain our relationship with 
God. Given that truth, we know that 
communication is necessary for any 
relationship to succeed.  
 
As church leaders, we need 
to support our congregation’s 
relationship with God by enabling 
them to maintain a dialogue with 
him. Here are some ideas on how to 
make that possible.

Make song participation a priority. 
There are many reasons that your 
church members may not sing along. 
Some of the most obvious reasons are songs that are 
too technically demanding, songs that are too wordy, 
songs that are too new, not enough frequency within 
the song rotation, music that is too loud, and the list 
goes on. If you’re struggling in this area, it is time 
for you to get to the bottom of the issue. Sometimes 
people don’t know that they are expected to sing, 
so you may need to tackle the obstacle from that 
perspective also.

Enable other corporate actions during 
worship and support them with song. 
Call to worship, announcements, scripture reading, 
meditation, congregational prayer, offering, 
statements of resolve, and group benedictions are all 
useful corporate actions that we as music leaders can 
work with pastoral staff to facilitate and underscore 
with music. Whether a song implies participation 
itself, supports the setup of another action, or simply 
offers a musical setting for these actions, we can 
collaborate in the facilitation of each.

Teach the congregation that worship 
is an act of fellowship. 
We are called in scripture to unite as one body in 
His name, “Just as a body, though one, has many 
parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is 
with Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:12). Explaining this 
concept to attendees is beneficial, but so are acts of 
fellowship during worship. Greeting one another, 
serving one another, and even communion can provide 
opportunities for unity and fellowship during worship. 
Once again, music can accompany all of these actions, 
and singing together emboldens each action.

No matter how it takes shape, make sure that worship 
is a constant dialogue with God. We should be 
acknowledging the revelation of God’s existence and story 
while responding to it in fellowship with one another.

If you have any questions or comments, I’d love to 
hear from you! You can contact me at any time via 
email at rmclouth@centralmethodist.edu or phone at 
660-651-9964.

MUSIC MATTERS BY RYAN MCCLOUTH
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Stay up-to-date with breaking 
news, upcoming events 
and important information 
from the Missouri United 
Methodists by subscribing to 
Net News.

www.moumethodist.org/
stayconnected

Subscribe 
to Net News
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WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY BY HAL KNIGHT

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology

“Are you saved?” This is 
the common question of well-
meaning Christians who are 
concerned for our eternal destiny. 
Usually the salvation they mean 
is a happy afterlife and having 
our sins forgiven through faith in 
Christ.
 
Nothing could be more 
different from how John Wesley 
understood salvation. While he 
was concerned with life after 
death, he believed salvation was 
a transformation of the heart and 
life in the here and now.

Commenting on Ephesians 
2:8, Wesley says the “salvation 
which is here spoken of is not 
what is frequently understood by 
the word, the going to heaven, 
eternal happiness.” Salvation “is 
not something at a distance: it is 
a present thing, a blessing which, 
through the free mercy of God, 
ye are now in possession of.” This 
salvation can encompass “the 
entire work of God, from the first 
drawing of grace in the soul till it 
is consummated in glory.” (“The 
Scripture Way of Salvation,” I.1)

For Wesley salvation is not 
only forgiveness of sins but a 
new life in Christ; it is not only 
justification but sanctification. 
Sanctification is the whole point 
of salvation. In A Farther Appeal 
to Men of Reason and Religion 

Wesley says “By salvation I 
mean, not barely . . . deliverance 
from hell, or going to heaven; 
but a present deliverance from 
sin, a restoration of the soul to 
its primitive health, its original 
purity; a recovery of the divine 
nature; the renewal of our souls 
after the image of God . . .” As 
God is love, then we are renewed 
in love, until we come to love as 
God loves. (Part I, I.3)

Having received this new life 
of love, we then live it out. 
Commenting on Matthew 5:13–
16, Wesley argues that what is in 
our hearts must necessarily show 
itself in our lives. “It is true,” he 
says, “that the root of religion lies 
in the heart,” but “if this root be 
really in the heart it cannot but 
put forth branches.” (“Upon Our 
Lord’s Sermon on the Mount IV”, 
III.1) This living out includes not 
only worshipping God but loving 
and serving our neighbor.

If we are to live out this new 
life faithfully and effectively, 
one more thing is needed: we 
must continually grow in the 
knowledge and love of God and 
of our neighbor. We grow in 
the knowledge and love of God 
through scripture, sacraments, 
worship, and prayer. We grow in 
the knowledge and love of others 
through relationship, hearing 
their stories, and empathy.

With regard 
to the 
neighbor, 
Wesley 
was most 
especially 
concerned 
with the 
poor. “One 
great reason 
the rich in 
general have so little sympathy for 
the poor is because they so seldom 
visit them,” Wesley wrote. “Hence 
it is one part of the world does 
not know what the other suffers. 
. .they keep out of the way of 
knowing it—and then plead their 
voluntary ignorance as an excuse 
for their hardness of heart.” (“On 
Visiting the Sick,” I.3)

Wesley would ask us, do we hear 
the stories of the poor, of those 
who have lost jobs or loved ones, 
of other races or ethnicities, of 
immigrants and refugees? Do we 
get to know persons both in and 
out of our church community 
whose lives or circumstances are 
different than our own?

Salvation is a gift of a new life, 
the life we were intended to have 
when God created humans. But 
by its nature it cannot be kept to 
ourselves. As we share this love 
with others, God through us is 
already renewing the face of the 
earth.
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Delegation 
Report

T he 2020 Missouri Delegation has begun 
our work, and I am deeply encouraged by 

the faithfulness, the passion, the energy our 
delegates are pouring into one another, and to 
the task at hand. It is such a joy to serve with 
them as the head of the delegation for this 
season.
 
Our delegation is determined to be 
“Spiritually Centered and Fully Engaged” 
in this process. That is our core, our 
guiding principle. Our meetings are held in 
circle, with a center point set to focus our 
conversations. We seek to share leadership. 
We ask for what we need and offer what 
we can. We have committed to listen to 
one another with compassion and curiosity, 
seeking to understand rather than formulate 
our response. It is our hope to carry the circle 
way of being into all of our future meetings 
and through General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences themselves.
 
Delegation members are younger this season 
than in years past. There are more first time 
participants this time around as well. And so 
we are using the wisdom and experience of 
those delegates who have been in years past to 
mentor and train the new delegates, sharing 
knowledge beyond that which comes in the 
printed materials we will soon be receiving.
 
The Missouri delegation, as is the case all 
over the world, is aware of the significance 
of this season in the United Methodist 
Church. I have been deeply impressed at the 

full engagement of the 
Missouri delegates thus 
far, who are staying up to 
date on new developments 
and following United 
Methodist news as it 
is made available. I 
receive frequent emails 
asking, “Andy, have you 
seen this?” or saying “The other day I had a 
conversation with … and they brought up …” 
Rest assured, Missouri – our delegation is 
“fully engaged.”
 
One way we are trying to be spiritually 
centered is by seeking encouragement and 
support from around the conference, via two 
specific projects. First, we are compiling a 
devotional book for delegation members, 
written by people of Missouri congregations. 
And secondly, we are inviting children and 
youth ministries from around the state to pray 
for us, using prayer crosses that will then be 
given to delegates during the conferences. 
Information about both projects is on the 
Missouri Conference website at www.
moumethodist.org/gc2020-prayer-initiative.
 
Thank you for your prayerful support of the 
work of this phenomenal delegation. It is my 
hope that we will be as open and transparent 
about this process as we possibly can. I have to 
remind myself continually, at the center of all 
of this is none other than the presence of the 
living God, who is “gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.”

BY ANDY BRYAN

Andy Bryan
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Susan Brandes at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Susan Brandes at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App
The magazine is available via a free app on iPads or 
iPhones. Search the iTunes library for The Missouri 
Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like 
to share about the magazine, or if you want to connect 
Fred Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with 
a talented writer, photographer or videographer in your 
congregation, e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

NextGen Summit
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2019 TO 5:00 PM

Location: King’s Way UMC, 2401 S. Lone Pine Ave., 
Springfield, MO 65804 

Registration: https://missouri-reg.brtapp.com/
NextGenSummitNovember2019

Do you serve in family ministry? Join NextGen Ministries 
in Springfield for a one-day conference that’s all about 
you! On Nov. 9, the NextGen Summit will be a time for 
staff and volunteers in family ministry to come together 
to worship, learn and connect. There are over 12 workshop 
opportunities offered, on a variety of topics relevant to 
family ministry.

71st Annual Missouri 
Conference Men’s Retreat
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2019 AT 3:00 PM TO 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2019 AT 4:00 PM

Location: YMCA – Trout Lodge, 13528 State 
Highway AA, Potosi, MO 63664

Contact: John Robinson III, 573-210-3777, 
robinsonltd1962@gmail.com

Friday, November 15, 2019
• Registration Starts 3PM
• Welcome/Announcements
• Dinner – 6PM
• Campfire/snacks 9PM – 10PM 
 
Saturday, November 16, 2019
• Breakfast
• Lunch
• Dismissal / Closing 4PM
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BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT

One of the things I ask in premarital 
pastoral conversations is “How 
does [the other person] need 

to change for you two to stay in love?” 
Thomas Merton wrote in No Man is an 
Island: “The beginning of love is to let 
those we love be perfectly themselves, 
and not to twist them to fit our own 

image. Otherwise we love only the 
reflection of ourselves we find in them.” 
What about the love we find in Ruth 
1:16-17? This is a love which doesn’t make 
conditional demands. “… Ruth replied, 
‘Don’t ask me to leave you and turn back. 
Wherever you go, I will go; wherever you 
live, I will live. Your people will be my 

people, and your God will be my God. 
Wherever you die, I will die, and there I 
will be buried. May the Lord punish me 
severely if I allow anything but death to 
separate us!’” Is your heart right? 


