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Fred Koenig, Editor
Missouri Conference Publications

Fred Koenig,Editor

Do-Over
Since the inception of this magazine, I’ve often been asked about the theme for an 
upcoming issue. There is no theme, I explain, and that’s intentional. Think about it like 
Wired, The Atlantic, Car & Driver or any other magazine you’ll find on a newsstand. They 
don’t build content around a theme. Sure, there’s a cover story, and sometimes that cover 
story has complimentary secondary stories, but there’s also a lot of content that has nothing 
to do with a central theme. For monthly magazines too much goes down from month to 
month to have content built around a theme – and that’s no different for the Missouri 
Conference. To keep things timely you can’t wait for a theme. 

But sometimes there’s a theme there whether I like it or not. 

It struck me after visiting Grace at Oak Grove, The City, the college ministry in Springfield 
and Danny with his bar ministry was that they were all trying something that had been 
tried before. A cynic could look at each of these innovative ministries and dismissively say, 
“We tried that – it didn’t work.” People of faith are instead saying, “We can learn from past 
experiences, and try to do it better.” 

The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. If you’re taking that mission seriously, you’re going to have to 
take another stab at trying something that hasn’t worked, rather than just writing off the 
population that you’ve been unable to reach as unreachable. 

The only other option would be to change the mission. Making disciples can be hard. It’s 
not as though that mission is unique to us – virtually every religion and faith expression in 
the world is trying to make disciples of some nature. And everywhere you look there are 
plenty of churches of good, hardworking people who haven’t made a disciple in years. 

Perhaps instead of making disciples, we should be making tacos. If you conduct a public 
opinion poll of what people would like to have more of in their life, tacos would probably top 
the list, and disciples may not register at all. Nearly all of our churches have kitchens ready to 
go to make tacos. Even if they don’t, there are ovens aplenty in our members’ homes. Tacos 
could vary by the unique context of the community. Affluent areas would call them tapas, and 
use marinated fish, pineapple, pickled red onion, chihuahua cheese and lime aioli in whole 
wheat flour tortillas. More working-class communities might make tacos with ground beef, 
iceberg lettuce, chopped tomatoes, Always Save cheddar cheese in a bag, and hard shells 
heated in the oven – also very yummy.

We would hit some bumps in the road, sure, but even right out of the gate, year one, we 
would make a lot of tacos. By year two we would probably be so good at it we would make 
twice as many tacos as year one.

But we’re not called to make tacos, we’re called to make disciples. We’re blessed when 
people pioneer ways to make disciples in places where we haven’t made disciples before, and 
we’re equally blessed when people go back to areas where we haven’t produced as much fruit 
lately and try new ways to reach people for the kingdom. Sometimes a new place is a former 
old place, and when that place if filled with new people it’s a win for everybody.
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In Phyliss Tickle’s book, The Great Emergence: 
How Christianity is Changing and Why, she 
writes, “One of the hallmarks of the church’s 
semi-millennial rummage sale has always been 
that when each of these things was over and the 

dust died down, Christianity would not only have 
readjusted itself, but it would also have grown and 
spread.”

God’s rummage sales are times of transition and 
change within Christianity and denominations. 
Most futurists believe God’s rummage sales last 
between fifty and seventy-five years before we know 
what the next phase of Christianity will look like.

I believe and have for some time, that we are 
currently in a religious rummage sale where 
everything we know is being reconsidered. It feels 
very unstable, chaotic and unsettling, much like 
we’re on a roller coaster with no end in sight. 

Therefore, let me remind us, that there is simply no 
good framing of what the end picture of Methodism 
in America may yet look like. There is obviously no 
uniformity of opinion about what will emerge out 
of General Conference 2020. Episcopal and other 
leaders in our denomination are penciling plans 
trying to identify a path forward for their annual 
conferences or constituencies.

As I said at the start of our annual conference in 
June, everything shifted after the 2019 General 
Conference in St. Louis; then, things shifted again 
at the Missouri Annual Conference. Given the flux 
we are in, it’s my belief that annual conferences 
need to start charting a path forward into the 
future, instead of relying on general conference to 
accomplish it.

The 2016 Book of Discipline identifies the annual 
conference as the basic body of the Church. The 
local church is the primary unit for discipleship 
making and mission accomplishment, but it is the 

annual conference 
that is the basic 
organizational 
sending unit.

With that in mind, 
it is my intent to 
create a Pathways 
II Commission 
with the purpose 
to start work on a 
path forward for the 
Missouri Conference. 
This 15-person team 
will collaborate with other outside voices and our 
Mission Council to help generate a contingency 
plan for the 2020 Missouri Annual Conference that 
answers two questions.
1. “Is there a place for me in this conference?”  

(I want to be able to say “yes” no matter what 
your convictions are regarding the LGBTQ+ 
issue or other issues.)

2. “How do we multiply our impact and ministries 
to bring more people to Jesus Christ in whatever 
missional context your church resides?”

I ask for your prayers as we travel down these 
unchartered paths for a future that I’m sure is in 
God’s hands but is still a bit of a mystery to us. I 
love this scripture from 1 Corinthians 13:12:

“What we see now is like a dim image in a mirror; 
then we shall see face-to-face. What I know now is 
only partial; then it will be complete — as complete 
as God's knowledge of me.” 

May it be so for us!

In Christ,

Bishop Farr

LETTER FROM BISHOP FARR

Bishop Bob Farr,
Missouri Annual Conference
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The City Begins Second Year with Hope

Making A 
Movement
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A t 10:45 a.m. in 
downtown Columbia 
notes from an historic 
pipe organ, bells in a 
high tower and a senior 
pastor in a black robe 
welcomes worshipers 

into a gothic sanctuary illuminated 
by stained glass murals and lights 
hanging from the cathedral ceiling 
high above.  
 
At precisely the same time a 
bright countdown timer on a large 
projection screen arrives at zero, 
a praise band with lead singers 
who are in college and high school 
begin a rendition of the latest in 
Christian contemporary music and 
a casually dressed, broadly smiling 
woman welcomes everyone into 
the gymnasium’s worship space by 
telling them that’s it is a privilege to 
lead them in the movement.  

The two worship experiences are 
quite distinctive. Yet there are 
commonalities. Not only are they 
both part of the United Methodist 
Church, they are both part of 
the same local United Methodist 
Church. But The City isn’t just a 
contemporary service on the menu 
of the Missouri United Methodist 
Church worship schedule. It is a 
new place. 

The process that brought The City to 
Missouri UMC was one that spent 
a good deal of time discerning what 
doesn’t work. 

When Rev. Fred Leist arrived at 
Missouri UMC, he saw it a prime 
example of what denominational 
need to reach new, younger more 
diverse people. 

“The church was doing traditional 
worship well but needed a better 
option for people to whom that 

type of worship didn’t 
speak to them,” Leist 
said. 

This didn’t quite 
qualify as a divine 
revelation. The church 
had made several 
attempts under the 
leadership of several 
different pastors 
to establish a more 
contemporary or 
modern service. None 
of them proved to 
have staying power. 
But those previous 
efforts were limited in 
scope. 

“They hadn’t really given it a full 
effort,” Leist said.

One of the recent iteration's was 
in the main sanctuary, but the 
high-church feel of the traditional 
sanctuary wasn’t a good match 
with the contemporary service. 
The next set of plans were for a 
contemporary service in the Multi-
Purpose Room, with the lead 
pastor preaching all four Sunday 
morning services. 

Rev. Charity Goodwin was serving 
as associate pastor at Missouri, 
and said she feels like she was 
in a funk at this time, not really 
being challenged. Through her 
discipleship coach, she confronted 
some hard questions, like how she 
was experiencing worship. That led 
to her expressing how if she could 
do it differently, worship would be 
more conversational and interactive. 

She gasped at what she had just 
said. Later that day she told Leist 
they were going to have to have a 
talk. That night she woke up in and 
started writing down ideas she had 

been dreaming about and how to 
turn the church on its head. 

The next day she shared these ideas 
with Leist. He replied that what she 
was describing sounded exactly like 
what the college ministry team said 
they needed in a worship service.

Madi Denton had been working 
with the college students at Missouri 
UMC. Although the church is 
on the corner of the University of 
Missouri-Columbia campus, and 
surrounded by new student housing, 
college ministry had also been a 
struggle. Students would come their 
events, and visit the church, but find 
another church in town where they 
connected better with the worship 
experience, and then end up being 
involved in that church instead. 

When Denton heard Goodwin’s 
ideas she thought they would work 
well to engage her target audience 
of college students, without it being 
an exclusive “college-student only” 
worship service. 

“Our launch plan was unique in that 
we had two target audiences, young 
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families and college students,” 
Goodwin said.

Missouri UMC approached The 
City like a new church start. Both 
Goodwin and Denton participated 
in the Planting Academy offered 
through the Missouri Conference 
Congregation Excellence division. 
Missouri UMC received a New 
Places for New People grant for its 
new worship service, and Director 
of Congregational Excellence Roger 
Ross has preached at The City.

“We weren’t doing this to cater to 
someone’s musical tastes, we were 
doing it to reach new people,” Leist 
said. “And The City is reaching 
new people. And some of those 

people weren’t going to walk into an 
imposing gothic sanctuary.” In Leist’s 
perspective he had three roles:
1. Cast the vision to the church: 

so they understood why this 
worship service was needed. 

2. Properly resource the launch: the 
church invested heavily in audio/
visual equipment and staging.

3. Protect the effort: ensure the 
new service isn’t given up on too 
quickly. 

There was buy-in from the entire 
congregation to do it right. “One 
critical thing we had to do was 
re-evaluate Charity’s role and 
expectations, and shift her time and 
responsibilities directly to The City, 
rather than being loaded up with a 

lot of stuff she was doing before like 
pastor of discipleship, small groups 
and connections,” Leist said. 
“We wanted to resource it with her 
leadership and time so she had the 
freedom needed to fully invest in 
that service.”

The church put financial resources 
into the effort, making major 
upgrades to the projection system, 
audio and staging elements of 
the worship space. They also 
committed to it spiritually, having 
72 days of prayer for The City 
before the service launched. One 
of the promotional efforts for The 
City was rubber-band bracelets 
with The City’s web address, www.
comocreatesheaven.com. People were 

It’s important for people to 
know how to share their faith 
beyond the walls of the church.
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given handfuls of them to handout 
to people they see throughout the 
day as an invitation card. 
“Our strategy is based all around 
relationships, both face-to-face 
and digital,” Goodwin said. “Not 
everyone knows how to be in 
relationships with other people, just 
in general. It seems to be a skill that 
is waning in our society.”

The City had preview services in the 
October and November of 2018, and 
officially launched on December 7 
with 139 in attendance. In addition 
to the young families and college 
students, another group has shown 
up and stuck around. Goodwin 
refers to them as “church-hurt.” 

They are people who either had bad 
experiences in church or were brought 
up in a family with a negative attitude 
about church. It’s a group that would 
be very reluctant to walk through 
the red doors on Missouri’s stone 
walls and enter the gothic sanctuary 
wrapped in stained glass windows. 

“They are a group who are open 
to a new way of doing church,” 
Goodwin said.

The worship service takes place in 
the Multi-Purpose Room, which 
was built as a gymnasium, with a 
large stage on one of the long walls. 
For worship the stage is just where 
the screen hangs, and the band sets 
up on a couple risers in front of the 
stage; Goodwin preaches on the 
same level as the congregation, just a 
few feet from the front row. 

Goodwin has two ideas she 
reinforces each Sunday:
1. There are no rhetorical 

questions: When she asks a 
question in her sermon, she 
expects people to consider their 
personal response and how they 

can put their faith in action. 
2. You matter: Each and every 

person there matters. 
Sermon series conclude with talk-
back Sundays, which involves 
interaction from the congregation 
about what has been presented 
throughout the sermon series. Talk-
back Sunday is planned to coincide 
with communion. 

“People value fresh language and 
context, and that’s what we bring 
to communion,” Goodwin said. 
“Everything we’ve been talking 
about – we’re bringing that to the 
table.”

Nicole Patton started attending The 
City soon after it started. She grew 
up Catholic, but had been attending 
a Methodist church before moving 
to Columbia. She did a lot of church 

shopping. She found one large, non-
denominational church to be too 
much like a book club, and found 
some traditional services to be too 
impersonal. The City is a good in-
between for her. 

“I like the month-long sermon 
series, and how they conclude here 
with a ‘talk-back’ Sunday, where 
people ask questions,” she said. “It 
works kind of like a Bible study.”

Goodwin is being intentional about 
not making herself or her personality 
a central defining characteristic of 
The City, which she refers to as a 
movement. She shares the worship 
space quite a bit with college 
students, candidates for ministry 
and Conference staff all preaching 

sermons in first nine months, as well 
as a panel of lay people. 

“It’s important for people to know 
how to share their faith beyond the 
walls of the church,” she said. “A 
lot of people have never actually 
voiced a prayer outloud. They’ve only 
prayed silently in their head. Even if 
you’re alone, saying a prayer out loud 
adds another dimension to it.” 

That same line of thinking carries 
forward into being intentional about 
developing missional leaders. 

“In a movement you need to be 
focused on expanding leadership,” 
Goodwin said. “That’s where 
you put your biggest investment, 
and it’s your biggest challenge. 
When I think of the impact The 
City movement will have on 
Missouri UMC in the long term, 
I think the biggest thing will be 
leadership development. We’re 
trying to see that people here get 
an understanding of what it means 
to be a missional leader. It doesn’t 
matter what your role is. If you’re an 
usher, you are encouraged to recruit 
other ushers and apprentice them in 
being an usher.”

The City is a worship service within 
Missouri United Methodist Church, 
but remains distinct quite distinct. 

“I’ve never preached there… I’ve 
never even been there since it 
started. I’ve never seen the need to 
go there,” Leist said.

All of the announcements about 
various meetings, activities, groups 
and events at Missouri UMC are 
not shared during worship at The 
City. Goodwin advises people who 
are interested in knowing more 
about those opportunities to sign 
up for The Messenger, the weekly 

“Our strategy is based all 
around relationships, both 
face-to-face and digItal.” 

Charity GoOdwin
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e-newsletter of Missouri UMC, 
which outlines all the church 
activities. She does share about 
events that she thinks would be a 
good fit for The City congregation, 
like the all-church picnic. 

The worship schedule at Missouri 
UMC was redesigned for the 
entire church so people would have 
better access to Sunday School or 
children’s church. Having both The 
City and the primary traditional 
worship service at 10:45 a.m. left a 
lot of options in place. 

Although having the primary 
worship service at Missouri UMC 
and The City at exactly the same 
time can stretch the capacity of 
hospitality teams, but it also makes 
very efficient use of them. Most 
of the parking for the church on 
Sunday morning is in a parking 
garage across the street, which has 
more than 2,000 parking spaces. 
The hospitality team provides a golf 

cart shuttle to the church, and with 
the two services happening at once 
this is supplemented with the church 
van.

The City offered escorting children 
from their worship service over to 
Whittler Hall beneath the sanctuary 
of Missouri UMC for childcare, but 
they didn’t get a single taker. Things 
in The City’s service, like fidget 
toys and hot chocolate, that were 
intended for adults were a big hit 
with the kids. 

So the children were incorporated 
into worship and are the official 
offering plate passers for the offering. 
And they bring a sense of energy. 

“They will get up and move and 
dance around during the music, and 
I’m saying, ‘Yes, let’s be more like 
the children,’” Denton said.
With year one down, The City is 
entering familiar territory. It is also 
looking to the future. 

“We’re going to start something 
else new in year three,” Goodwin 
said. A few of the ideas on the table 
include a coffee shop ministry, and a 
missional community developed for 
people with family members with 
disabilities. 

The City is a new worship 
service under the Congregational 
Excellence New Places for New 
People grant process. To learn 
more about new places go to 
https://www.moumethodist.org/
newplacesfornewpeople. 
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Music Leaders: What are you doing to 
strengthen the non-musical traits of your 
team? I believe that as music specialists, we 
sometimes neglect this aspect of the job. You 
have been called by God to lead your worship 
team and ensemble musically, but also in 
their development as disciples, servants, and 
leaders. So you’re not particularly experienced 
in that aspect of the job? Possibly even a little 
uncomfortable with it? Let’s talk about some 
possible strategies.

Icebreaker activities are a positive 
way to encourage team members to 
get to know each other and exercise 
some fellowship if you’re new to team 
building. There are endless activities 
and games like this that cost nothing 
and don’t take up much time. Some 
suggestions are “Two Truths and a 
Lie,” “The Telephone Game,” and 
“Social Hour.” A quick Google search 
will give you endless explanations of 
these games and more.

If you’re ready to start leading your group 
spiritually, try reading and discussing 
scripture that each of your song selections are 
based on. If you aren’t sure which scripture 
you’re working with, theworshipinitiative.
com provides some solid examples of which 
scriptures a songwriter or hymnist may have 
utilized in the composition process, as well as 

other examples that are supportive of the song’s 
text. I have found this exercise an effective way 
to get teams motivated, excited and thoughtful 
about the music you’re rehearsing.

If you aren’t opening and closing each of your 
rehearsals with a prayer, you need to be. This 
moment with God gets your team focused on 
the purpose behind their work and encourages 
them to invest themselves in what you’re doing. 

In my experience, this gets your mind 
off of the day’s events and propels 
you toward glorifying God in your 
work. Closing with a prayer sends 
your team members out with faith in 
mind as they face the time in their 
lives between rehearsal and worship. 
Another option worth considering 
is opening one of these prayer times 
to group prayer, offering people 
the opportunity to weigh in on the 
things that they may be carrying or 
encouraging thoughts they might have.

A final idea that might help is finding ways for 
each team member to contribute to something 
spiritually. Whether it is leading a prayer for 
the group, presenting the text and scripture 
surrounding a song, or leading a team-building 
activity, offering individuals the opportunity 
to weigh in on these aspects will bolster their 
ownership into your group.

MUSIC MATTERS BY RYAN MCCLOUTH

If you aren’t opening and closing each of 
your rehearsals with a prayer, you need to be.

Ryan McClouth, 
Assistant Professor of 
Music, Music Ministry 
Program Coordinator
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Church Finds 
    New Life When It 
        Becomes A New Place
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G
race UMC in Lee’s Summit was 
pioneering when it went multi-site 
with a new campus nearly 100 
miles away at El Dorado Springs 
in 2015. Now the church has done 

it again, but this time closer to home, and 
feels that the multi-site model has the 
potential to keep multiplying. 

Heartland District Superintendent 
Jim Simpson initiated the conversation 
between Grace and Oak Grove. Oak 
Grove had been struggling, with about 
25 in attendance, and was in danger of 
closing. It had had seven pastors in last 
10 years. But there were several very loyal 
people in the congregation who wanted 
there to be a United Methodist Church in 
their town. 

Prior to being approached by Simpson, 
Grace Senior Pastor Jeremy Vickers had 
considered how Oak Grove is a wonderful 
community and believed there needed to 
be a vital United Methodist Church there. 
When Simpson mentioned to Vickers 
how something needed to happen at Oak 
Grove, both were surprised they had 
already been thinking about how Grace 

could be part of that community. 

The two sites are 22 minutes apart. 
In 2017 Oak Grove UMC voted to 

become a campus of Grace UMC 
after six months of town hall meetings and 
discussions. After that, Grace UMC provided 

12 laity to preach on Sunday mornings for three 
months. The members at Oak Grove appreciated 

the support during this transitional time. 

“Every Sunday we were blessed with a 
member from Grace providing our 
message,” said Ruth Pirch, a long-standing 
member of Oak Grove UMC. “They 

were warm and encouraging people who 
were living their faith. I seldom missed 
a Sunday and everyone who came to be 

with us had a great message.” 

Rocky Kloth, an associate pastor 
at Grace, was assigned to pastoral 

care, and the church also had people at the Wednesday 
night dinners during the transition time. The next step was 
establishing a campus pastor to lead the church. 

“We knew the process of deploying leaders, and the key 
part in making a satellite campus work is finding the 
right pastor. We have that in Tracy,” Vickers said.

Tracy Carpenter was appointed pastor of Grace in 
2018. It’s a half-time appointment. She still works as a 
professional counselor and is in the process of moving 
her practice from Lee’s Summit to Oak Grove. 

Carpenter feels she was called to ministry about 18 years 
ago but compromised her way out of it by becoming 
a counselor, reasoning that she could also help people 
that way. At Grace she became a very involved church 
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member, participating on boards and the District 
Committee On Ministry.

“When Jeremy announced Oak Grove as a growth 
opportunity I immediately felt called to serve here,” 
Carpenter said.

Carpenter went to licensing school at Fayette in May of 
2018 and was appointed to Grace in Oakton in July. 

“It was scary for members to allow this church to 
become a campus of Grace, because it is a big change, 
and often grief comes with change,” Carpenter said.   

The church never went dark but did have worship 
services in the fellowship hall during a two-week 
sanctuary renovation, in which asbestos tiles were 
replaced with carpeting, and pews were replaced with 
chairs, greatly improving access to the sanctuary 

for people with 
physical challenges. 
When the church 
officially launched in 
November of 2018 
152 people attended 
the launch service, in 
a sanctuary that seats 
about 100.
During the transition 
process Carpenter 
collected artifacts 
of the church’s 
history and put 
them on display 
during the launch 
service to honor the 
church’s past. Some 
of those items are 
still prominent in 
a display case just 
outside the door to 
the sanctuary. 

“The process needs to 
have balance. You don’t 
want to look backward 
so much that you can’t 
see forward, but it is 
good to honor the past 
and where you came 
from,” Carpenter said. 

During the launch service bread was being baked from a 
“start” in the kitchen, and fans were used to circulate the 
smell of the fresh baked bread to the sanctuary.
Grace in Oak Grove is now averaging around 80 in 
attendance. They relaunched Vacation Bible School this 
summer, with 15 children participating. On the final 
Sunday a bounce-house had been promised, but it was 
pouring rain outside. So following worship they moved 
the chairs aside and set the bounce house up in the 
middle of the sanctuary. 

Oak Grove is a town of about 8,000 people. Carpenter 
expects it to grow a lot in the future, just as Lee’s 
Summit, Blue Ridge and Grain Valley did as Kansas 
City’s population center continues to sprawl outward. 
The Grace model is based very much on relationships. 
Carpenter goes to the local tractor pulls and football 
games and is now on the board of the Chamber of 
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Commerce. The church has been featured on the front 
page of the local newspaper three times in the past year. 
“Being really involved in the community is essential in 
making this work,” Carpenter said. 

Once a quarter Carpenter has a column in the local 
newspaper and the church is active with social media.
“I huff it around the neighborhood and speak with 
everyone I can,” she said. 

She has moved her family to Oak Grove and is in the 
process of moving her practice there. 

“Having my own private practice rather than a 9-5 job 
makes this possible,” Carpenter said.

At the El Dorado campus, the sermon is a video of 
Vickers preaching at the Lee’s Summit campus the 
week before. At Oak Grove, Carpenter is preaching the 
same sermon series as Vickers, taking his outline and 
notes and building her own sermon around that. The El 
Dorado campus is currently running around 150 weekly 
attendance at two worship services, and is considering 
ways to expand. Grace at Oak Grove will soon be 
launching a second service. 

Jacquie Osborne was the church secretary at Oak 
Grove, and remained in that position when the church 

transitioned into becoming 
a campus of Grace. She’s 
impressed with how the 
Oak Grove congregation 
and the new leaders have 
complimented each other to 
make the church stronger. 

“I believe our transition 
went well because Pastor 
Jeremy Vickers encourages 
everyone to use their talents 
to serve others. Mine happens to be organization so I 
was able to help in the process of becoming a campus of 
Grace UMC,” Jacquie Osborne said. “We still have that 
wonderful loving group of members, but because we had 
help and direction from the caring pastors and leaders 
of Grace Lee’s Summit, we are reaching others outside 
of our walls. We have more energy, new members, more 
kid’s events in our building and we participate in many 
community events.” 

For Vickers, the biggest adjustment is having more 
associate pastors to work with and mentor. Both Kevin 
McKneely at El Dorado and Carpenter were new to 
ministry when they became site pastors. 

“It’s a lot more texts, emails and phone conversations, 
but it is work that adds rather than depletes energy,” 
Vickers said. “It’s exciting to hear of the impact everyone 
is making as we work together.” 

Vickers feels the model is working so well that he is 
open to doing it in more places. 

“We continue to tell churches that if they want help 
trying to turn things around, come talk to us,” he said. 
“I think we have a good system in place.”

Both new campuses were advised and supported by the 
Missouri Conference Congregational Excellence team, 
and were part of the New Places for New People grant 
process. For more about New Places for New People, go 
to www.moumethodist.org/newplacesfornewpeople.

“The process needs 
to have balance. You 
don’t want to look 
backward so much 
that you can’t see 
forward, but it's good 
to honor the past 
and where you 
came from.” 
TRACY CARPENTER
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S
ometimes following a calling can take someone 
right up to last call. This can happen when trying 
reach people whose sabbath might be closer to 

happy hour than Sunday morning.

Danny Lybarger had been working in homeless 
ministry and at a seminary in Portland. He applied for 
and was hired to be site pastor at The Gathering’s Bar 
Church without knowing anyone at The Gathering. 

“I wanted to be somewhere that was strong on 
innovation and really focused on reaching people 
outside of the church,” he said. When he started at Bar 

Church it was down to seven 
people. Within seven months it 
was up to 153. 

“I found that while I was pastoring 
Bar Church I was having different 
conversations than I was in other 
locations,” Lybarger said. “People who weren’t part of 
our group would overhear what we were talking about 
and start engaging.”

Flash forward and The Gathering decided Bar Church 
had run its course and was no longer needed, Lybarger 

Flights 

& Faith
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became a provisional elder in 
the Missouri Conference, and 
was appointed to Church of the 
Shepherd in St. Charles. On his 
first day on the job he received a 
message that a guy with a local 
microbrewery was looking to host 
some kind of church thing. 

“He calls his place Good New 
Brewing, and wants it to be a 
venue where Christianity can be 
expressed in a new way,” Lybarger 
said. 

So it was back to the bar for 
Lybarger. He found Good 
News Brewing to be very 
accommodating. The venue 
doesn’t charge to host the event, 
and is even giving people in the 
group a free “flight” size sample 
of beer. 

“We order food and tip well in 
appreciation of them hosting us,”  

           Lybarger said. 

The first night drew a diverse crowd of 65 people of 
various ages, race and gender. The venue seats 70. 

“They were all different in about every way you can be 
different,” Lybarger said. 

The topic was “What would Christ say about today’s 
social issues?” Lybarger gave a brief talk, followed by a 
Q&A and discussion. 

“I wanted it to seem like a more-interactive version of 
a Ted Talk, rather than a small group Bible study,” he 
said. 

The plan was for it to go from 7:30 – 9:30 
p.m. About 30 – 40 people stayed until 
10 p.m. or 11 p.m. Lybarger didn’t get 
home until 12:30 a.m. 

“I took it as a sign that people found it 
to be a meaningful discussion, because 
they didn’t want to leave,” he said. 

About 30 percent of the people there 
weren’t connected to the church. 

Lybarger liked to see that, but he would love it if it 
were 100 percent. 

“At The Gathering we were told to assume greatness 
will happen and plan accordingly,” he said. 

He invites heavily through Facebook. The event was 
shared 27 times. Lybarger estimates that 10 percent is a 
good return, so if he’s shooting for 100 people he tries 
to invite 1,000. He has also created invitation cards 
to give people at the event, for them to give to other 
people to invite them to the next event. 

“We need to encourage and equip people to invite,” 
he said. 

The first location was in O’Fallon, less than a 15-minute 
drive from the church. The second location is in 
Defiance and has a larger seating capacity. On August 
29 they had a “Beer & Hymns” event at the Defiance 
location. Beer & Hymns was run by the church choir 
director, Jason Martin, who is well known in the 
community for his role as choir director at the school. 

He brought a guitar and electric piano to Beer & 
Hymns. It was attended by more than 60 people, and 
Lybarger estimates that 35 percent of them weren’t 
connected to Church of the Shepherd. 

For Faith and Flights, the next event will discuss faith 
and politics, and be led by someone who recently ran 
for office. The event after that will be around the topic 
of being “Emotionally Healthy,” and will be led by a 
professional counselor who specializes in emotional 
health. 

Upcoming dates for Flights and Faith are October 10 
and November 7. Lybarger is also planning to have 
some kind of Christmas Eve service. To learn more 
email Lybarger at danny_lybarger@coswired.org.
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Back 
to School

Wolff Aims to Help Churches Connect to College Students
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R ev. Tracey Wolff is back on 
campus in Springfield. She now 

is seeing the campus from a different 
perspective, and also recognizes that it 
is a different environment than before.

Wolff is a provisional elder and 
has been appointed to college-age 

ministry in the Springfield area. She has a unique role, 
and a unique mission field, in the Missouri Conference. 
Missouri State University has grown rapidly in recent 
years, with undergraduate student enrollment now 
surpassing 20,000. There are also more than 5,000 
students attending private colleges in Springfield. That’s 
the college side of the equation. On the ministry side, 
Springfield is home to about a dozen United Methodist 
churches, several of which are among the most vital 
churches in the Missouri Conference. As Wolff steps up 
to her new role, her primary goal is to help those churches 
and the student population connect. 

“A lot of churches here have a heart for students,” Wolff 
said. “I would love to help them reach who they are called 
to reach.”

Wolff certainly knows her way around campus, as a 
student and a mentor. As a student at what was then 
called Southwest Missouri State University, she walked 
onto the basketball team, earned a slot as a scholarship 
athlete and was a coach while attending graduate school. 
That led her to a coaching position at Marquette, a 
Division 1 school in Milwaukee, Wisconsin known for 
its competitive basketball program. While coaching she 
found that although her love for basketball remained 
strong, she was even more energized when she was able to 
help students off the court.

“I came to view those players as my mission field,” 
she said. 

 That led her to a position with the Campus Crusade in 
their Sports Ministry division as director of Athletes in 
Action, based out of Zinia, Ohio. 

“It flipped the equation, putting the work of the kingdom 
first,” she said. She personally related to this equation 
better. As a student athlete, it was the chaplain of the 
basketball team at SMSU who got her to embrace her 
Christian faith as an adult. From that point forward she 
decided that no matter what she was doing for a living, 
being a Christian would come first. 

As she gets reacquainted with campus in Springfield, 
Wolff is pleased to find many more people of color in 
positions of leadership on campus. The university is 
bigger, feels bigger to her and is more diverse. 

“When I was a student here I felt pretty isolated. It was hard 
to find community,” she said. Now she feels the campus, and 
Springfield at large, is more focused on diversity. 

Wolff knows that sometimes campus ministries can 
become insular. The “drift” that occurs when youth 
graduate high school and stop attending church is merely 
put off four years until they graduate college. When they 
leave the group they were part of on campus, they don’t 
necessarily seek out a church in their adult life. 

“I want students to leave college grounded in faith, ready 
to be involved, and be a leader in a local church,” Wolff 
said. Initially Wolff has been working on meeting people 
with access to students. There are the initial technical 
requirements, like becoming recognized as an official 
student organization, which requires having a student and 
a faculty representative. 

She has also been making the rounds meeting with pastors 
and working out of the district office. She’s been offered 
space at local churches, but she wanted to make it clear from 
the beginning that she wants to help support college-age 
ministries with all of the United Methodist Churches in the 
Springfield area, and didn’t want to appear that she is just 
working for one church. 

Wolff has found that a lot of returning students are 
engaged in some form of campus ministry. She recognizes 
that there are a lot of strong campus ministry programs in 
place in Springfield. She’s looking deeper into the scene 
to find out who is the group that is not being reached. 

“How do we find the students who are not finding a home 
in the existing campus ministries?” Wolff said. “Who are 
the new people we need to reach who don’t have Jesus in 
their lives?”

To contact Wolff, email her at pastortwolff@gmail.com. 
She would appreciate referrals to students attending 
college in Springfield.  
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United Methodist Church have been celebrating 
2019 as a landmark year for United Methodist 
Women as it marks 150 years since the 

beginning of the organization. What started with 
eight women now has 800,000 members. 

In 1869, Mrs. William Butler and Mrs. Edwin Parker, 
wives of missionaries to India, were home on furlough. 
They spoke to a group of eight women in Boston, 
Butler told about the desperate spiritual and physical 
needs of women in India. A male doctor could not 
treat women. Schooling for girls was almost non-
existent. Single, trained and dedicated women were 
needed for medical and educational work.

The women who were present called another meeting 
of women, wrote a constitution and organized the 
Methodist Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society 
(WFMS). By November 1869, the newly formed 
organization raised funds and sent Isabella Thoburn, 
an educator, and Dr. Clara Swain, a doctor, to India.

Thoburn began 
a school with 
six young girls 
in Lucknow. 
This school 
expanded 
to include 
Isabella 
Thoburn 
College, the 
first women’s 
college in 
Asia. Dr. Swain began her medical work, resulting in the 
establishment of the first women’s hospital in Asia. Both 
of these institutions are still serving the people of India.

The United Methodist Church General Conference 
2012 voted to make United Methodist Women’s 
national policymaking body autonomous. The 
transition began Oct. 1, 2012. Harriett Jane Olson in 

united methodist women

celebrate

years
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her chief executive report at the organization’s annual 
meeting in New York City, October 2013 reported, 
“Our work is not just about service, it’s about worship, 
it’s about standing up, stepping up making our voices 
heard,” she said. “We try to help governments see 
the world the way we see the world because it will 
positively impact the lives of women, children and 
youth."

Missourian Yvette Richards, who is on staff at St. 
James UMC in Kansas City, served as the national 
president of the UMW from 2012-2016. She 
addressed a gymnasium full of United Methodist 
Women at Missouri UMC on September 4 who were 
celebrating the 150th anniversary of the organization. 
UMW has been in place at Missouri UMC for 138 
years. 

“As national president I visited every conference in the 
country and can say that people hold the UMW in 
high esteem as the hands and feet of Christ,” she said.

Richards is currently working on her PhD in 
Christian Ministry and is writing a paper on the 
history of the UMW. From the beginning she sees 
three things the organization consistently does well.  

faith
We’re rooted in the love of Jesus Christ. That allows 
us to get up early and put heart and soul into event. It 
allows us to plan things – sometimes years in advance. 

Our faith keeps us grounded because we have a heart  
and we can’t endure to see someone suffering. We 
show a gracious hospitality. 

hope
We embrace our opportunity to make it right for the 
next person. We have women suffering today, our four 
areas of focus center on women. We have to give them 
hope that they matter, we are doors to God. Hope 
is applied to working on difficult issues like income 
disparity, climate change, mass incarceration of people 
of color and human trafficking

love
We exude love. It comes because we’re on assignment 
from God. We are valued. We are important. This 
organization has been the hands and feet of Christ for 
150 years. We support 96 missional agencies around 
the United States. Anything you can think of, we 
have an agency for it. We’re afraid we won’t be able to 
handle task, but God has us on assignment. 

“We take faith, hope and love and turn it into action 
on behalf of women, children and youth around the 
world,” Richards said. “We’ve done it for 150 years, 
we’ll do it in the future.”

“We take faith, hope 
and love and turn it 
into action on behalf 
of women, children 
and youth around the 
world. We’ve done it 
for 150 years, will do it 
in the future.”
YVETTE RICHARDS
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Many people can name a book that had a lasting 
impression on them. Some can point to a book 

that changed, or even saved their life. 

With clergy health concerns on the rise, stress 
reduction is key to living a more vibrant life. Research 
has shown that one of the quickest and most effective 
stress reducers is reading. According to a 2009 study 
from Mindlab International at the University of 
Sussex, six minutes of sustained reading each day can 
reduce a person’s stress level by 68 percent. Reading 
lowered stress levels better than all other activities 
tested, including listening to music (61%), having a cup 
of tea or coffee (54%) and taking a walk (42%). On the 

contrary, playing video games lowered stress levels by 
21 percent, but increased one’s heart rate.

In addition to stress relief, Emory University 
researchers have proven that positive neurological 
effects linger, at least for a few days, after reading a 
novel. Their work showed that reading enhances brain 
connectivity and your brain retains those benefits for 
some time after “The End.”

“When we read fiction especially, we create new 
pathways in our brain,” said Rita Carter, writer of 
First Layman’s Guide to Neuroscience: Mapping the 
Mind. “Reading 30 pages of fiction every night gets 

This is the second article in a series on clergy health factors. The Wesleyan way links the health
 of the Church with the health of its clergy. The leadership of healthy clergy is essential 

for developing outwardly-focused and spiritually centered Christ followers.
BY KIM JENNE
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the pathways thicker and thicker. Our brain needs a 
workout just like our body.”

And yet, even as global literacy rates are high (84%), 
people are reading less and less deeply according to the 
Harvard Business Review. The National Endowment 
for the Arts has found that “less than half of the U.S. 
adult American population is reading literature.” 

“Reading is a fundamental and necessary part of 
my day that brings me great joy. I read for spiritual 
growth, entertainment, and learning, all of which 
bring down my stress level and offer time apart in my 
day for renewal,” Rev. Linda Harris, Gateway Regional 
District Superintendent.

It may be assumed that clergy are a reading folk and 
perhaps that is true, but reading’s health benefits 
are associated with reading for enjoyment, not the 
sometimes transactional or informational reading 
performed in the course of sermon prep or leadership 
training. 

Reading fiction and poetry can be key factors in 
growing one’s emotional intelligence (EQ ). Reading 
teaches people to be more empathetic. A 2013 study 
suggested “that people who read a lot of fiction become 
more empathic, because fiction is a simulation of social 
experiences, in which people practice and enhance 
their interpersonal skills.” 

In another 2013 study, from the New School in New 
York City, showed that those who read the literary 
fiction scored better at understanding the emotions of 
people around them. 

“Stories also help us to see things in our life or world 
a little better or a little differently,” said Rev. Laura 
Taylor, Discipleship Formation Pastor at Concord 
Trinity in St. Louis. “My views on love, power, status, 
race relations and more have been influenced by 
literature.”

WESLEY ON READING
Wesley offered some blunt coaching to a pastor, John Premboth, 
in a letter from 1760, writing: “What has exceedingly hurt you in time 
past, nay, and I fear to this day, is want of reading. I scarce ever knew 
a preacher read so little. And perhaps, by neglecting it, you have lost the 
taste for it. Hence your talent in preaching does not increase. It is just 
the same as it was seven years ago. It is lively, but not deep; there is 
little variety, there is no compass of thought. Reading only can supply 
this, with meditation and daily prayer. You wrong yourself greatly by 
omitting this. You can never be a deep preacher without it, any more 
than a thorough Christian.”

“Beware of the person of one book.”
Thomas Aquinas
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THE ART OF DROWNING BY BILLY COLLINS 
Recommended by Rev. Kurt Schuermann
Sometimes a novel is too daunting; consider a book of poetry 
that allows you to experience bite-sized reading experience 
like this volume by the American Poet Laureate Billy Collins, 
famous for conversational, witty poems. 

THE WEIGHT OF INK BY RACHEL KADDISH
Recommended by Rev. Linda Harris
Winner of the National Jewish Book award, this historical 
novel is the interwoven tale of two women of remarkable 
intellect: Ester Velasquez, an emigrant from Amsterdam who 
is permitted to scribe for a blind rabbi, just before the plague 
hits the city; and Helen Watt, an ailing historian with a love of 
Jewish history.

THE OVERSTORY BY RICHARD POWERS
Recommended by Rev. Nate Berneking
Winner of the 2019 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction is a passionate 
work of activism and resistance that is also a song of praise for 
the natural world. If literature grows one’s empathy, this novel 
will help you see another world alongside our own ancient, 
interconnected, resourceful, inventive and almost invisible to us.

SAPIENS: A BRIEF HISTORY OF HUMANKIND 
BY YUVAL NOAH HARARIS 
Recommended by Rev. Winter Hamilton
Some nonfiction reads are as creative and moving as their 
fictive siblings. Harari has perfected the popular nonfiction 
genre with this work tackling evolutionary concepts from a 
historian’s perspective, describing human development through 
a framework of three not-necessarily-orthodox “Revolutions”: 
Cognitive, Agricultural and Scientific.

May We Suggest? 
LOOKING FOR A NEW READ? 
WANT TO SAMPLE OUTSIDE YOUR 
NORMAL GO-TO GENRE? 

PLEASURABLE 
OR WASTE OF TIME? 
Even if you can get clergy to agree that 
reading for pleasure is important, many 
will bemoan the lack of time available for 
it. Journalist Charles Chu thinks that’s just 
a convenient excuse and that we have all 
the time in the world, calculating that at 
an average reading speed of 400 words per 
minute, it would take 417 hours in a year to 
read 200 books—less than the 608 hours 
the average American spends on social 
media, or the 1,642 hours watching TV. 

For many clergy feeling stressed for 
time, they say, “If you have to read, 
read something useful” like a bible 
commentary or the latest stewardship 
book. And yet, fiction offers a unique 
perspective that instructional texts fail to 
deliver – the ability to experience, even 
for a short period of time, the thoughts 
and feelings of another human being. 

“As a theological thinker, see God 
in everything I read so I really enjoy 
expanding that view outside of the genres 
people usually frequent to see God,” said 
Rev. Winter Hamilton, Pastor of Young 
Adult Ministry at Manchester.

For many readers, they are driven to 
escape inside the pages of another book 
for reasons that are inexplicable.

“Literature connects us to great minds 
across the ages and their insights on what 
it means to be human,” said Rev. Kurt 
Schuermann, Sr. Pastor of Green Trails 
in Chesterfield. “I read not because it is 
good for me (pleasant side benefit), but 
because I am compelled to by some force 
I can’t explain.” 
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The Missouri Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church is pleased to announce a 

$88,000 gift to One Joplin, a collaborative non-profit 
agency seeking to collectively impact health, safety, 
education, housing and connectedness for all citizens 
in the surrounding Joplin, Mo. The gift will be used to 
support affordable housing in the area. One Joplin and 
The United Methodist Church will celebrate the gift in 
a public groundbreaking ceremony on Tuesday, October 
29 at 10 a.m. at 1403 Central in Joplin.

In 2015, as the Joplin tornado’s five-year anniversary 
approached, a group of community leaders set out to 
discover how to capitalize and build upon the synergy 
and collaboration evident in the recovery process across 
multiple local assets. Thus, One Joplin was born.

The decision to present the financial gift comes after 
a period of discernment regarding the remaining 
designated gifts to Joplin’s recover following the 2011 
storm. 

“Missouri United Methodists have been extremely 
generous to Joplin in the years following the disaster,” 
said Rev. Tina L. Harris, Director of Mission, Service 
and Justice. “The direct recovery efforts related to the 
tornado are now complete. The Conference still held 
designated funds in trust for recovery and rebuilding 
related to that storm. One Joplin is a great partner to 
honor the commitment of the original donors and ensure 
that this money helps rebuild lives and strengthen 
communities.”

Through the Missouri Conference, hundreds of 
thousands of dollars were invested in response, recovery 
and rebuilding efforts. This latest gift continues Missouri 

Annual Conference’s strong history in responding to 
the catastrophic EF5-rated multiple-vortex tornado that 
ripped through the Joplin community, killing 158 people 
(with an additional three indirect deaths), injuring some 
1,150 others, and causing damages amounting to a 
total of $2.8 billion, the costliest single tornado in U.S. 
history. It was the deadliest tornado to strike the United 
States since the 1947 and the seventh-deadliest overall. 
In 2013, the Office of Creative Ministries (now known 
as the Office of Mission, Service and Justice) selected 
the Hart family as the recipient of a new home through 
Habitat for Humanity. Volunteers at Annual Conference 
in Springfield, Mo that year helped build the walls for 
the new home. In 2014, the Missouri Conference of the 
United Methodist Church gave a $150,000 donation to 
Rebuild Joplin to aid in disaster recovery. 

One Joplin is a citywide movement working with 
76 local partner organizations in the following focus 
areas: health, poverty, literary, human services and 
transportation. One United Methodist living and 
working in Joplin during the tornado has watched the 
birth of this movement in the months following the 
natural disaster.

“United Methodists across our country were so 
generous following the tornado in 2011. In addition to 
abundant financial giving, hundreds upon hundreds 
of volunteer teams helped our community rebuild and 
begin again,” said Rev. Alice Fowler, Southwest District 
Superintendent for the Missouri Conference of The 
United Methodist Church. “We have been searching for 
the right place to deliver the last of the designated funds 
for Joplin. One Joplin is the right place.” 

The Missouri Annual Conference 
Makes $88,000 Gift to One Joplin
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Recently one of my pastors, Rev. Jennifer Moxley, 
reminded us that the thing that most defines us is 
our relationship with God. Over the years, I’ve been 

discovering what that relationship is like. In college, God 
drew me to passages of scripture like Isaiah 62:5 (NIV), 
“As a young man marries a young woman, so will your 
Builder marry you; as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, 
so will your God rejoice over you.” I’ve read of God as 
the perfect parent, found in scriptures like Ephesians 
1:5 (NLT), “God decided in advance to adopt us into 
God’s own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus 
Christ. This is what God wanted to do, and it gave God great pleasure.” And 
lately, God has been bringing scriptures to mind about God as a companion, 
described in John 15:14-15 (NIV) this way, “You are my friends if you do what 
I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know 
his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 
learned from my Father I have made known to you.”

I’ve been asking myself lately, “How would I live differently if I internalized 
the thought that God loved me (and others) in these ways?” I’ve noticed 
that often we have misunderstood God’s intentions toward us, we have 
internalized the opposite – that God is angry or annoyed with us, that God 
is disappointed or too busy for our company. But what if I could begin to 
understand God differently?

If I knew God loved me as a spouse, committed to me for life, in sickness and 
health, for richer and poorer?

If I understood God’s love as a parent, patient and kind, loving me without 
condition, simply because I belong to God?

If I believed God loved me as a friend, always looking for a chance to do 
something fun together, to share in each other’s joys and sorrows?

And what if I believed these things for those around me too? For my 
neighbors, and even for my enemies, that God is committed to them, loves 
them without condition and enjoys their presence?

And in our churches? How can we invite others to know God in this way, to 
experience God’s love for them too?

“For this reason, I kneel before God, from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth derives its name. I pray that out of God’s glorious riches God may 
strengthen you with power through the Spirit in your inner being, so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being 
rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s 
holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be 
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” Ephesians 3:14-19 (NIV)

LAITY VOICES

Jill Wondel,
Associate Lay 

Leader

BY JILL WONDEL
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THE MISSOURI METHODIST FOUNDATION

W e live in a world of smart phones, 
smart cars, and smart homes. Your 
church can join the ‘smart’ revolution 

with smart gifts and givers.  

Give your congregation members timely 
information with the Foundation’s “Giving 
Thanks at Year’s End 2019” brochure. It’s free and 
customized with your church’s name.  

“The new tax rules mean that gifts from traditional 
IRAs, Donor Advised Funds, and gifts of 
appreciated stock will be particularly helpful 
for many tax-wise givers,” states David Atkins, 
president of the Missouri United Methodist 
Foundation. “The year-end brochure offers a good 
summary of the most popular gift options.” 

The Foundation also has single-topic brochures 
for use anytime. Churches can order as many 
brochures as they need for congregation-wide 
mailings, handouts to targeted small groups, or to 
tuck into a newsletter or bulletin.     

“Of course, you can also attach the electronic 
version of a brochure to an email or post on 
Facebook,” adds Atkins. “The Foundation staff will 
work with you to ensure you get the information 
and materials you request in the format you need.”

View and order the brochures and other resources 
at the Foundation website, www.mumf.org/order-
brochures. Orders can also be placed by calling the 
Foundation office at 800-332-8238. 
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What is meant by “preaching Christ?” For John 
Wesley, the “most effectual way of preaching 

Christ is to preach him in all his offices and to declare 
his law as well as his gospel, both to believers and 
unbelievers.” (Minutes of Several Conversations, 
Q. 38) Wesley wants the whole story told, he wants 
the entire promise of God to be presented: not only 
forgiveness but new life, not only salvation after death 
but salvation in the present.

Yet Wesley does not see this holistic message being 
proclaimed by many who preach. Some, he says, 
preach the law only; And some only the gospel. 
The former try to drive unbelievers into salvation 
through fear of judgment and believers to obey God’s 
commands through motives of guilt. Their sermons 
are full of “oughts” and “shoulds.” The latter offer 
only consolations and assurances within no demands, 
giving their hearers “sweetmeats” and “cordials” 
in Wesley’s language; “cheap grace” in the 20th 
century words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Both of these 
undermine the whole point of salvation, which is a 
heart and life transformed by love.

Wesley wanted his preachers to speak both of law and 
gospel. He describes it this way: 

I mean by preaching the gospel, preaching the love of God 
to sinners, preaching the life, death, resurrection, and 
intercession of Christ, with all the blessings which, in 
consequence thereof, are freely given to true believers.

By preaching the law, I mean, explaining and enforcing 
the commands of Christ, briefly comprised in the Sermon 
on the Mount. (Letter on Preaching Christ, 1751)

Preaching the gospel for Wesley not only has to 
do with the entirety of Christ’s ministry but the 
promise of salvation that comes from it: Justification 

(the forgiveness of sins) and 
sanctification (a changed heart 
and new life of love). Preaching 
the law convinces us of our need 
for this promised salvation and 
then, having received it, how to 
faithfully live it out in everyday 
life.

What holds gospel and law 
together is Wesley’s insistence 
that whatever God commands us to do, God will 
by grace enable us to do. Accordingly, Wesley says, 
“When it is said, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all 
thy mind;’ it is not only a direction what I shall do, 
but a promise of what God will do in me ... ” (“A Plain 
Account of Genuine Christianity,” II.3) 
For Wesley, law is the promise that God will enable us 
to love by giving us new hearts and lives, and gospel 
is the good news that in Christ and through the Spirit 
that grace is being offered to us now. 

Thus, as Wesley wrote in a letter to Charles Perronet 
in 1774: 

If we could once bring all of our Preachers, itinerant 
and local, uniformly and steadily to insist on those two 
points, “Christ dying for us,” and “Christ reigning in us,” 
we should shake the trembling gates of hell.

It would not only shake the gates of hell. It would 
bring the reality of heaven into hearts and lives and 
from there into the world. We would, as Charles 
Wesley put it in “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing,” 
“anticipate our heaven below, and own that love is 
heaven.”

WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY BY HAL KNIGHT

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology

PREACHING CHRIST
Law & Gospel
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Kendra Staples joined the Missouri Conference 
staff on August 13 as communication 
specialist. Staples previously worked at the 
University of Missouri-Columbia. She has a 

bachelor’s of science degree in strategic communications 
from Stephens College. She will be working primarily 
with the Center for Congregational Excellence, Center 
for Leadership Excellence and domestic ministries of the 
Office of Mission, Service & Justice. Her email address 
is kstaples@moumethodist.org. 

Rebecca “Rebes” Gwin joined the Missouri Conference 
staff on August 20. She recently completed her role 
as NextGen Track Leader for Ignite mobile camps in 
the summer of 2019. She has a bachelor’s of arts from 
Georgia College & State University. She will work 
primarily with the office of NextGen Ministries, the 
office of Finance & Administrative Ministries and 
international ministries of the office of Mission, Service 
Justice. Her email address is rgwin@moumethodist.org. 

Lauren Miers has resigned from her position to serve 
as communications coordinator for Restore Brazil, a 
mercy ministry, pastoral training and church planting 
organization that she and her husband Sam have 
partnered with since 2015. Sam will be working in 
the coffee industry and serving as part-time staff for a 
new church plant, Igreja do Redentor em Itajubá-MG. 
Together, they will be an integral part of a new faith 
community forming within Itajubá, a city of 90,000 in 
the state of Minas Gerais.

New Communications Staff at 
Missouri Conference Center 

Stay up-to-date with breaking 
news, upcoming events 
and important information 
from the Missouri United 
Methodists by subscribing to 
Net News.

www.moumethodist.org/
stayconnected

Subscribe 
to Net News

Kendra Staples Rebecca Goodwin Lauren Miers
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Call (913) 725-8289 or email admiss@spst.edu

Answer the call with a Master of Divinity (MDiv) 
degree at Saint Paul School of Theology. Our 
on-campus, online and hybrid learning program 
prepares you for a life of leadership and service in 
an ever-changing world. 

spst.edu

Discover More!

Is God Calling You 
for More?
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

Benefits Road Show
View Location & Dates: https://missouri-reg.brtapp.
com/2019BenefitsRoadshow

Join Rev. Nate Berneking, Director of Finance & 
Administration, for the 2019 Benefits Roadshow about your 
healthcare and retirement benefits. This is a time designed 
for you to learn, plan, and ask questions about Wespath's 
upcoming proposal to General Conference 2020. The 2020 
proposal will create significant changes to the pension 
for both full and part-time clergy. Chris Bouchard of the 
MUM Foundation will discuss the benefits available to you 
through C2FM.

Register today for one of the different locations, dates 
and times available. If you are unable to attend any of 
these options, the Oct. 22 event at Community UMC will 
be livestreamed, recorded and available on the conference 
website following the session. 

Mission Summit
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11 – SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
Location: LifeWise STL, 1321 S 11th St., St. Louis, MO
Contact: Beth West, 573-441-1770, ewest@moumethodist.org

Mission leaders are invited to gather for a time of learning, 
encouragement and revival, and connection at the first-ever 
Mission Summit. Hosted at LifeWise in St. Louis, Mission 
Summit aims to not only refill the spiritual buckets of local 
servants but to send them back into the mission field better 
equipped for their work. This event is focused on those who 
are on the ground, doing mission work of all types and in all 
settings, both in Missouri and around the world.

NextGen Summit
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9
Location: King’s Way UMC, 2401 S. Lone Pine Ave. 
Springfield, MO 65804
Contact: https://missouri-reg.brtapp.com/
NextGenSummitNovember2019

Do you serve in family ministry? Join NextGen Ministries 
in Springfield for a one-day conference that’s all about 
you! On Nov. 9, the NextGen Summit will be a time for 
staff and volunteers in family ministry to come together 
to worship, learn and connect. There are over 12 workshop 
opportunities offered, on a variety of topics relevant to 
family ministry.
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Missouri Annual Conference
3601 Amron Court
Columbia, MO 65202

THE 
MISSOURI 
METHODISTS

BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT

Edgar Allen Poe wrote “Never to 
suffer would never to have been 
blessed.” This young man knows 

what it’s like to suffer and what it’s 
like to be blessed. Christians are not 
immune from troubles, suffering, 
rejection or persecution, but God is 
with us in all of it even when there is no 

discernible evidence. God does have 
a plan for you and promises to lift you 
up and ultimately bless you. In Romans 
8:38-9 the apostle Paul tells us: “For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 

in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” When it seems like someone, 
anyone, gives up on you or doesn’t want 
you around - remember God does not 
give up on you, does not quit loving you, 
always wants to be in close relationship 
with you.


