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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

ABOUT THE COVER
Rev. Phil Estes of 

Manchester UMC embraces 
painting as a form of 

recreation and spiritual 
exercise (see page 6).

Fred Koenig, Editor
Missouri Conference Publications

Fred Koenig,Editor

Hebrews 10: 24: Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds. 

If you’ve had the opportunity to visit us at the Missouri Conference Center at 3601 Amron 
Court in Columbia, when you started getting close you may have found yourself behind a 
slow-moving car. If it happens in the future you can follow it here. It happens to me often. The 
car isn’t coming to the Conference center, but to our neighbors across the street. The eye clinic 
there treats retinal disease. My theory is that many of the people driving themselves there 
can’t see very well, so they are taking it nice and easy. I’m usually not in that big of a hurry to 
get to my desk a couple of minutes quicker, so I patiently follow along behind. 

The other day I was leaving the office on my motorcycle, and I saw a vehicle drive very slowly 
down our street to the end of the cul-de-sac. I assumed it was someone on the way to our 
neighbor’s office who had missed the driveway, but as I started to leave our parking lot it had 
circled back and stopped in the middle of the street, squarely in my path of travel. The window 
rolled down, and I saw two elderly women inside. 

Driver: Excuse me, can you tell me how to get to 63? 
Me: Northbound or southbound? 
Driver: (looking a little confused) We’re going to the hospital. 
Me: Which hospital? 
Driver: Looking confused, doesn’t know what to say. 
Passenger: Boone. 

I proceeded to give directions. Although I’ve been driving to our office an average of five 
time a week for something like 13 years, my directions were surprisingly confusing, and in 
retrospect, somewhat inaccurate. As the driver repeated the directions back to me, I had a 
flashback from decades ago from the short time I lived in Africa. I was pretty much always 
lost when I was there. And without fail, whenever I asked someone how to get somewhere 
they never once gave me directions. Without fail, the person would stop whatever he or she 
was doing and say, “Follow me,” and walk me to where I needed to go. Oftentimes it wasn’t 
that close. 

So I said, “Just follow me,” reduced my average commuting speed by a couple of gears and 
provided the ladies a motorcycle escort to the driveway of Boone Hospital. 

I’m not telling this story just to highlight the only good deed I’ve done in recent memory 
although that’s probably part of the reason, despite all of Jesus’s warnings in the book of 
Matthew. In all honesty – it wasn’t that good of a deed. Although it wasn’t the route I usually 
take home, it wasn’t much farther. My only sacrifice was slowing down so I didn’t lose my 
wanderers in traffic. 

I’m telling this story because I was struck by how after I showed the ladies the way to the 
hospital and continued on my ride home, I felt really good. My mood was lifted, and I was 
distracted from ongoing issues I had been working on. Even though my assistance required 
virtually no effort on my part, I was still bolstered by knowing that I had been of value and 
provided something good. 

On pages 6-9 of this magazine, you’ll read about some guys who also felt good about being 
given the opportunity to do good for others. It is a role nearly all of our Methodist churches 
provide, and an important one: providing people an opportunity to serve. May all of our 
churches be blessed as they help people find ways to do good.

DOING GOOD
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I don’t know about you, but I needed a renewal 
break this summer from all the events of 2019. 

The issues and theological polarization within our 
church and the political polarization within our 
world can become overwhelming. The pointing 
of fingers toward each other over contradictory 
convictions or issues can be simply exhausting; 
especially if you are charged with leading 
something like a church. So, this summer I read, 
spent a great deal of time outdoors and read some 
more. Both activities are a part of my spiritual 
practice for renewing my soul.

Two books I read this summer spoke to me. First 
was Rob Bell’s Love Wins: At the Heart of Life’s 
Big Questions. Second was Robert Tuttle, Jr.’s 
biographical book on E. Stanley Jones, In Our 
Time: The Life and Ministry of E. Stanley Jones. 

In one chapter of Bell’s book, he explained how 
God uses the rocks all around us to remind us of 
God’s Kingdom.

“It is not going well. The Israelites are thirsty, 
they can’t find water and they’re angry with 
Moses, demanding to know why he brought 
them out of Egypt only to make them and 

their children and livestock ‘die of thirst.’ 
Moses cries out to God, ‘What am I to do 
with these people?’

God tells him to strike a rock with his staff in 
front of all other people. He does,
And out of the rock comes…water.”

Water out of rocks! You know the story, I hope. 
Bell’s analogy continues:

“What an odd story.

What an odd rock.

The story goes on, telling us about their 
continuing journey, the obstacles in their way, 
God’s patience with them and Moses learning 
how hard it is to lead people and not lose your 
sanity in the process.

But the rock – we don’t hear any more about 
the rock.

Until more than a thousand years later.

LETTER FROM BISHOP FARR
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In a letter to the Corinthians, the apostle Paul 
refers to this story about this rock, saying that 
those who traveled out of Egypt ‘drank from 
the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and 
that rock was Christ.’ (1 Cor. 10:4)

That rock was … Christ? Jesus?”

It reminds me that while there may be rocks all 
around me, the rock I need to lean on is Jesus 
Christ. The only one who can refresh us with new 
water is Jesus. 

E. Stanley Jones, in my opinion is one of our two 
American saints along with Francis Asbury. Jones 
spent out his life all over the globe sharing Jesus 
as Lord. He said, “Do not gaze too long on good 
people for they are not good enough. Glance at 
people. Gaze at Jesus; only gaze at Jesus.”

There may be lots of rocks all around us in our 
journey forward, but we need only one rock to get 
fresh, living water. The Rock Jesus Christ. 
Jones wrote in his book Song of Ascents:

“... All other faiths are philosophies or 
moralisms – man’s search upward … The 

gospel is God’s search 
downward … All of the 
ideas of the Christian 
faith are guaranteed 
by the fact of Christ. 
… I challenge anyone, 
anywhere, to expose his 
or her inner life to Jesus 
Christ in repentance and 
faith and obedience … Such person will be 
changed, profoundly changed, in character 
and life; and they will know it every fiber of 
their being.”

Jesus is the Living Rock. Let’s stay focused 
on him while we deal with all the other rocks 
around us. Jesus is the Rock of our salvation.

In Christ,

Bishop Farr

John 4:14 (The Message)

Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks this water will get thirsty 
again and again. Anyone who drinks the water I give will 
never thirst — not ever. 

Bishop Bob Farr,
Missouri Annual 

Conference
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Get 
A Life

BY KIM JENNE
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P astors are generally driven by a sense of duty to 
answer calls for help. But research shows that 

in many cases they rarely find time for themselves. 
Members of the clergy suffer from higher rates of 
depression, obesity and high blood pressure than the 
rest of the population, and many are burning out. 

Of 13 factors that influence clergy health, Wespath 
named a lack of outside interests and social life as a 
critical obstacle to emotional, physical and social health. 
Participating in pastimes disconnected from church 
work is one of the ways in which clergy experience better 
markers in their mental, emotional and physical health.

Yet for some clergy, hobbies have become a thing of 
the past as job responsibilities and family obligations 
stack up and free time disappears. Worse, many hobbies 
have morphed into side hustles or as paths to career 
development, turning the things we ostensibly do 
for fun into more work (“You should be selling your 
creations on Etsy!”). For the purposes of this article, 
let’s strip productivity out of the notion of a hobby. 
Instead, let’s consider hobbies as leisure activities in the 
pursuit of fun.

The irony of this, of course, is that hobbies do make you 
more productive, in a way. A 2009 study showed that 
more time spent on leisure activities resulted in lower 
blood pressure, lower levels of depression and stress and 
overall better psychological and physical functioning. 

“I think our job is a job that is very easy to overtake our 
entire life,” said Rev. Arden Ratcliff-Mann, Children’s 
Minister at Liberty. “It’s important for boundaries that 
you’re not thinking about church all the time. It makes 
me enjoy my work more when I am not thinking about 
it all the time.”

Ratcliff-Mann picked up hula-hooping during seminary 
after a family friend made her an adult-sized hula-
hoop. When adults think they can’t hula-hoop it’s 
often because they are using an improper size. A larger, 
heavier hoop usually does the trick. In addition to the 
physical benefits, it’s a hobby that offers vocational 
opportunities, “I always joke that I could join a circus if 
I needed to!” laughed Ratcliff-Mann.

This is the first article in a series on clergy health factors. The 
Wesleyan way links the health of the Church with the health of its 
clergy. The leadership of healthy clergy is essential for developing 
outwardly focused and spiritually centered Christ followers.
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Hobbies can also jump-start your 
creativity or allow your mind to 
wander and look at problems from 
a new angle. According to the 
Duke Clergy Health Initiative, 94 
percent of clergy with flourishing 
mental health are intentional about 
spending time on personal care like 
exercise, prayer, time with family 
and hobbies.

“As a pastor, you are always trying 
to think of something to improve 
the faith of the congregation,” said 
Rev. Floyd Gudde, senior pastor of 
Elsberry and avid orchid-grower. 
“But if you can spend a few minutes 
every day to breathe and try 
something else to relax your mind, 
it’s a recharging sort of thing. It’s 
adult recess.”

To counteract health risks, clergy 
should seek out hobbies that help 
center and ground them. Rev. Phil 
Estes revisited a long-held artistic 
passion he had laid aside in the 
busyness of raising his family. 
A 2015 move to a new house in 
Augusta, Missouri, introduced 
Estes to the Augusta Plein Air 
Art Festival. Encouraged by his 
neighbors to register for the festival, 
Estes has been “en plein air” 
painting (i.e., open-air painting like 
the French impressionists) ever since. 

“I do it as a part of who I am. It is a spiritual exercise,” 
Estes said. “When you do something that you have 
been gifted with, you are more grounded. It is a great 
stress reliever. It allows you to rise above the daily 
minutia of daily life. It is a great time of prayer and 
contemplation.”

Exploring interests beyond the Church also offers 
pastors an opportunity to engage in the world of the 
unchurched. Building relationships with others who 
have been harmed by the Church or who have chosen 
to leave the Church help build empathy and offer 
pastors an important look into a growing segment of 
the population.

Four to six times a year Rev. Daniel Shanks camps 
with other players from the Society for Creative 
Anachronisms. SCA is an international educational 
society that could be described as a cross between 
cosplay and LARPers and Civil War reenactors. 

Shanks role plays as “Corbyn,” a Fyrdmen of the 
Calontir army, an earned rank won through fighting 
tournaments. His best friend in this kingdom happens 
to be a knight and works at Enterprise in St. Louis for 
his day job. 

“You’ve heard the adage: Bible in one hand and 
newspaper in another. It doesn’t have to be a 
newspaper; it can be people,” Shanks said. “When 
people find out I’m a pastor, they are very honest with 

Ratcliff-Mann loves hula-
hooping so much that her 
wedding guests got to enjoy 
her hobby as well. Photo by 
Silverbox Photography.
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T rying to figure out what to do during your days off 
or your evenings is sometimes harder than it sounds. 

You may even feel pressure to do what everyone else is 
doing when you hate running and all things sweaty, or 
you know you don’t have the hand-eye coordination for 
knitting or videogaming. So, where do you start?

Think back to your life as a kid. What did you 
love doing as a kid? Maybe you had an awesome record 
collection, loved baking with your Grandma or were 
always on your bike. Those are all things that would 
make great hobbies. Use your interests as a child to 
discover what gave you joy. If you spent a lot of time 
climbing trees, maybe you can try wall climbing. If you 
loved insects, maybe you start a collection, or maybe 
you discover the Pokémon app feeds your fascination 
for collecting, cataloging and sorting. (Pokémon creator 
Satoshi Tajiri’s childhood hobby of insect collecting 
inspired the game.)

Choose something that makes you lose track 
of time. What was the last thing you did in your life 
that made time fly by? If you got lost in a 1,000-piece 
puzzle during the last snow day, maybe there is something 
to exploring puzzles more deeply during your down time.

See if you have any past, forgotten hobbies. 
Maybe you already had a hobby, you just completely 
forgot about it! Sometimes our hobbies might feel like 

projects, and they can become a running activity in our 
lives (e.g., the model airplane in the basement that has 
propeller trouble or the dark room filled with cobwebs).

Take an assessment. People tend to enjoy 
hobbies that appeal to their own unique strengths 
and personality characteristics. There are a number of 
personality assessments that can help you figure out 
which hobbies might be the right fit. Two of the most 
effective? The Strong Interest Inventory, which can 
help you identify key interests, and the Myers Briggs 
Type Indicator, which can give you deeper insight into 
your personality type. These assessments can help you 
figure out which hobbies are most aligned with who you 
are and offer insight into what you might enjoy. Many 
therapists and coaches are certified to help facilitate such 
assessments. Ask and start exploring!

Try something (and see what sticks). The 
truth is, finding a new hobby can be hit or miss. Try 
something and leave the guilt behind if it doesn’t spark 
joy after the first or second time. People are often 
passionate evangelists about their hobbies, so if you have 
a friend or colleague (check out the full article for ideas) 
with an interesting hobby, give them a call and ask if 
you can tag along with them and learn.

their opinions. Where else is a pastor going to hear those 
kinds of opinions? You don’t get to hear that in your 
own church about how the Church has hurt them.”

And, hobbies are also medicine for the soul. 
Psychiatrist Stuart Brown, founder of the National 
Institute for Play in California, says, “Play is a basic 
human need as essential to our well-being as sleep, so 
when we’re low on play, our minds and bodies notice.”

Pastor of Crystal City and First (Festus), Rev. Tish 
Green shreds the bass guitar in an all-girl band called, 
Jilted. The foursome only plays break-up songs like 
Taylor Swift’s “Trouble.”

“The other three people in the band are in no way 
connected to The United Methodist Church,” Green 

said. “We don’t 
take ourselves too 
seriously. We get 
to laugh a lot, and 
laughter is good for 
you.”

To see a sampling 
of clergy hobbies 
from the Missouri 
Conference, visit our 
photo album www.
moumethodist.org/
clergyhobbies on the 
Conference Facebook 
page. 
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A pril 16 was a monumental and historical day for the 
Southeast Correctional Center, Cape Girardeau’s 

La Croix United Methodist Church and the Missouri 
Department of Corrections. On the Wednesday before 
Easter, 159 offenders, 19 SECC staff members, 12 
members of La Croix’s Prison Ministry, Rev. Ron 
Watts and six La Croix worshipers partnered with Feed 
My Starving Children to pack 163,296 meals which 
is enough to feed over 440 Haitian children one meal 
each day for the next year. This was the first FMSC 
MobilePack™ ever held in a Missouri prison and the 
largest number of meals ever packed behind prison walls 
at one event. 

Feed My Starving Children is a Christian nonprofit 
organization founded in 1987 and now partners with 
churches, community organizations, corporations and 
prisons, relying upon more than one million volunteers 
to raise money and pack more than 360 million meals 
annually, which are shipped to partners worldwide. FMSC 
distributes meals to more than 70 countries. FMSC began 
partnering with correctional facilities in 2012 and by the 
end of the current calendar year, more than 1.5 million 
meals will have been collectively packed behind prison 
walls in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Mississippi and 
Missouri, with more events being planned.

La Croix UMC began its relationship with FMSC 
in 2009 and has hosted an annual MobilePack each 

December since that initial venture. La Croix’s members 
and local volunteers have funded and packed more than 
seven million meals over the course of their partnership 
with FMSC. During the 2016 MobilePack, FMSC 
staff members approached the La Croix Prison Ministry 
Team about hosting a pack at SECC in Charleston. 
While the team was intrigued with the opportunity, the 
timing was not opportune. 

After helping establish a connection between the 
Marshall County Correctional Facility in Holly Springs, 
Mississippi. and FMSC in 2017, three La Croix 
members participated in MCCF’s first MobilePack 
in March 2018. Their positive experiences at MCCF 
stimulated the drafting of a proposal that was presented 
to the SECC executive staff in August 2018. The 
proposal was approved contingent upon four offender-
based organizations raising $11,000 in six months 
to help fund the meals. The organization’s leaders 
enthusiastically committed, the April 16 date was agreed 
upon, and the fundraising and planning began. 

While the participating offender organizations launched 
fundraisers, prison officials and FMSC staff members 
Carrie Wiggins, Kimberly Bikulcius and Danny Pyne 
worked out necessary adjustments needed to complete 
the pack and comply with institutional security needs. 
Also, during that time period, FMSC established a 
funding page which resulted in two sizeable donations 

BY JOHN WADE
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covering a little more than one-third of the costs of 
the meals. La Croix’s contribution, the funding page 
donations and the $11,000 raised by the offenders meant 
the project had the necessary funding to become a reality. 
The excitement and energy grew.

At 6 a.m. on April 16 FMSC’s seven-member team, 
members from La Croix’s Prison Ministry and the 
participating offenders met at the prison’s gym to unload 
equipment, assemble packing stations, label bags and 
prepare shipping boxes before the packing officially 
began. Music played, acquaintances were made and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit was evident. After a few 
announcements and a presentation, the packing began. 
There were two, three-hour shifts, more than 200 
participants and 163,296 meals were packed. Mid-day 
inmate count and lunch schedules were maintained. By 6 
p.m. that same day, the meals were packed, the pallets of 
meals were loaded onto a tractor trailer, the stations were 
dissembled, the equipment was packed and loaded for the 
next FMSC event, and everyone was physically tired but 
emotionally overjoyed and spiritually fulfilled from the 
day’s accomplishment. The presence of the Holy Spirit 
was still strong. 

The most obvious accomplishment of the 
day was the truckload of packed meals 
that left the camp headed for Haiti to help 
children eat a nutritional meal for the next 
year. Participants neither knew or would 
likely ever meet the children they served. It 
was an accomplishment that everyone who 
contributed could feel proud about.

A number of other benefits were readily 
identifiable. First, the participating 
offenders grew personally, professionally, 
emotionally and spiritually. This is what 

Maslow referred to as self-actualization. They were a part 
of something much bigger than themselves. They raised 
money, some gave up a day’s work and wages, to serve 
under and malnourished children without promises of 
material reward. They worked harmoniously, as a team, 
with others to achieve a common goal. They broke the 
commonly held stereotype that prison inmates are self-
absorbed. The men now see themselves as world changers, 
having value and making a difference.

As for the prison’s take on the pack, Warden Jason Lewis 
said "It's extremely rare that a moment such as this is 
captured, documented and shared in its truest form. 
The comradery, the excitement and the hard work by 
offenders, volunteers and SECC team members all serve 
as testimony to our facility's heart for service. Bring on 
more packing events, we loved it!" 

Secondly, offenders enjoyed a sense of freedom that isn’t 
always visible in correctional facilities. Paul tells us “… 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Freedom,” (2 
Corinthians 3:17.) The Spirit of the Lord was present 
in the days building up to the MobilePack, throughout 
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the day of the pack, and days and even weeks later. 
One participant said “This was the best day of my 
life.” Another asked, “When can we do this again?” 
Participating offenders felt a sense of freedom and hope 
from serving that most offenders don’t feel. One of the 
younger offenders said it best, “For most of us, this is what 
redemption looks like.” 

In Romans 12:16 Paul encourages us to “Live in harmony 
with one another … ” Prisons are seldom described 
as harmonious. The inmate culture is frequently 
characterized as being individualistic, racially divided 
and holding many contrasting values to staff and 
contemporary society. The day of the SECC MobilePack 
we were united, one together, laughing, singing and 
serving as God’s hands and feet. The unity generated 
from packing the meals was best described by an inmate 
who shared, “On that day there were no uniforms, no 
cliques, no denominations, no skin color, no differences. 
We were one, servants.”

The Spirit continues to move within SECC and outside 
its walls. Two days after the pack, April 18, Katie 
Koranda, a member of the FMSC team, posted a story 
on a FMSC blog describing the pack and its impact on 
the participants. An anonymous donor was moved by 
the article and donated generously for future correctional 
center MobilePack events. Before the excitement from 
the first pack could peak, it rose even higher. On October 

2, 2019, the tri-partnership of SECC, La Croix and 
FMSC will hold another MobilePack at the prison. 
Warden Lewis’s request has been granted.

The October MobilePack will look somewhat different. 
First, more meals are scheduled to be packed, 202,176. 
Second, there will be more participants, not necessarily 
a result of the increased number of meals. Participating 
staff and offenders are still talking about the April 
pack and have stimulated participation by sharing their 
experiences. Third, the fundraising focus is a slightly 
different. Instead of being centered on funding the 
SECC event specifically, fundraising is also focused 
on empowering other prisons and detention centers 
to host MobilePack events. FMSC has constructed 
another funding page and contributions have already 
been received. The offender organizations chose to pay it 
forward and are also holding fundraisers to contribute to 
FMSC’s prison initiative. 

There are also constants between the two packs: 
1. Globally, children in need will be served. 
2. The participants will have an opportunity to grow. 
3. The Holy Spirit will continue to smother the SECC 

Gym and fill everyone who comes in unity to serve. 

To find out more about Feed My Starving Children see 
fmsc.org. To help fund future prison and correctional 
MobilePacks go to www.give.fmsc.org/redemption.

Stay up-to-date with breaking 
news, upcoming events 
and important information 
from the Missouri United 
Methodists by subscribing to 
Net News.

www.moumethodist.org/
stayconnected

Subscribe 
to Net News
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2019 has been a record year for Methodist 
conferences in Missouri! July 10-14 United 
Methodist Discipleship Ministries hosted 
its quadrennial national youth conference, 
Youth2019, in Kansas City. The theme was Love 
Well. This event started in 1988. Youth and their 
leaders from all over the country turned out for 
four days of worship, discipleship, Bible study, 
service opportunities and fun. Three hundred 
Missouri students and leaders attended. 

In the exhibition hall, Missouri’s NextGen 
Ministries made a big impression with its 
inflatable obstacle course. Youth from all over 
the country enjoyed burning off some energy 
and racing their friends on the inflatable. Bishop 
Bob Farr hosted an ice cream social to greet and 
meet with Missouri youth. It was a jam-packed 
weekend full of learning, new friends and fun!
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Join Bishop Farr as he travels to across the Missouri 
Annual Conference in support of the Mozambique 

Initiative. The purpose of the ride is to raise money to 
purchase motorcycles for United Methodist pastors 
in Mozambique. In remote areas that lack good 
roads motorcycles are the most common, practical 
and economical form of transportation. Pastors serve 
multiple charges, and motorcycles will allow them to 
get to their churches more easily. For the Missouri ride, 
supporters are encouraged to donate per mile ridden. 
Funds raised will go directly to purchasing motorcycles 
for Mozambique pastors. Learn more and donate at 
www.moumethodist.org/mimotorally. 

Riders may join for all or part of the tour leaving from 
the Gathering in St. Louis at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
September 29 and arriving at Missouri UMC in 
Columbia on Wednesday, October 2. The route for the 
journey will travel through all nine of our Missouri 
Conference districts.

Starting Locations
The Gathering in St. Louis, 4:30 p.m. on September 29
Grace in Cape Girardeau, 9 a.m. on September 30
Wesley in Springfield, 9 a.m. on October 1
First in Blue Springs, 9 a.m. on October 2

Each evening will conclude with a 30 minute program 
on the work and ministry of the Mozambique Initiative. 
This program is open to all in the community and, even 
if you don’t ride a motorcycle, please consider coming 
to a program in your area to celebrate this important 
ministry shared across Missouri. Evening programs will 
be held at 7 p.m. in the following locations:

Evening Locations
September 29: La Croix in Cape Girardeau
September 30: King’s Way in Springfield
October 1: St. Luke’s in Kansas City
October 2: Missouri in Columbia

If you would like to join the ride, whether for all or 
for part, please sign up at https://missouri-reg.brtapp.
com/MotoRallyforMozambique to keep up-to-date on 
information. If you are a supporter of the Mozambique 
Initiative or would like to learn more about the work and 
opportunities to engage, join us for an evening meeting 
near you! If you would like more information, please 
contact Lucas Endicott at lendicott@moumethodist.org.

MI 
Moto 
Rally

Map data ©2019 Google 50 mi 

2360 McCausland Ave, St. Louis, MO 63143
The Gathering -- McCausland

Get on I-44 from McCausland Ave and Arsenal St

1. Head west toward McCausland Ave

2. Turn left at the 1st cross street onto McCausland
Ave

3. Use the 2nd from the left lane to turn left onto
Arsenal St

4. Use the right lane to turn right onto Jamieson Ave

5. Turn right onto the I-44 W ramp

Take I-55 S to State Rd N/State Rte N in Beauvais Township.
Take exit 143 from I-55 S

3 min (0.9 mi)

79 ft

0.4 mi

0.2 mi

0.1 mi

0.2 mi

1 h (66.7 mi)

Drive 835 miles, 13 h 45 minThe Gathering -- McCausland to Missouri United Methodist Church

Calling All Motorcycle Riders 
& Mozambique Initiative 
Supporters
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OCTOBER 11-12, 2019 | KINGDOM HOUSE

Featuring

 1321 S 11th St., St. Louis, Missouri, 63104

Hosted by the Office of Mission, Service and Justice

Founder of Quest Church and One Day’s Wages and 
author of Overrated: Are We More in Love with the Idea of 
Changing the World Than Actually Changing the World?

Rev. Eugene Cho

Space is limited. Learn more and register today at 
www.moumethodist.org/missionsummit
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A fter years of photography through personal 
projects and an education at the Missouri 
School of Journalism, I’ve found that I 

experience life differently when I’m looking through 
the lens of my camera. I pay more attention to 
lighting, space, textures and, most importantly, faces.  
 
This summer, I traveled from camp to camp as the 
media specialist for Next Generation Ministries, 
which operates out of the Conference office and 
helps organize summer camps and other youth and 
college-age events.

I found that it would be pretty easy to just show up, 
point my camera, snap some shots and get out of 
there. However, I knew that these photos would not 
have the same power as those that clearly capture the 
campers’ faces. I learned this from my high school 
journalism teacher, but I had never really given the 
importance of this principle much thought. My work 
over the last few months revealed the answer to me.

Faces show the emotions of a scene; they give us 
a window into someone’s feelings and thoughts. 
During the first weeks of the summer, I realized that 

BY CAMERON R. FLATT
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these photos needed to argue in defense of the camps’ 
existence. Once people saw the faces of the children 
attending camp, a church would feel confident in their 
choice to host one, or parents would decide they need 
to send their own children. 

After nine weeks of camps all across the state, I 
captured every facial expression one could imagine: 
smiles, frowns, excitement, surprise, cheers, fear, 
laughter, focus. All of these together sum up the 
NextGen camp experience. 

Xtreme 2019 
campers joyfully 
worship in The Rock 
Chapel of Eagle Sky 
of the Ozarks. 

A camper trust-falls into the arms of a counselor during 
small group time at Xtreme Camp 2019.

An Xtreme 2019 camper bravely 
climbs across the ropes course 

at Eagle Sky of the Ozarks.

“This is achievable because of 
the loving, genuine people and 
churches who decide to give up 
their time to ensure the success 
of these camps.” 
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One overnight camp that 
was a joint effort between 
La Croix, New McKendree 

& Living Word hosted 

Crew 
& Youth 
Leaders

[2018] 

277
[2019]

353

Total
Campers

[2018] 

4,562
[2019]

5,931

[Overnight Campers]

496

2019 Total 
Camps & 
Campers

62 54 Mobile Camps

 8 Overnight Camps

[Mobile Campers]

5,435

Record Breaking Year in 2019

Camps
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We can throw words around all day long, but 
emotions are what win people over. And while I can 
try to type paragraph upon paragraph to explain 
what kids get out of camp, a single photo can convey 
this instantaneously.

A face also creates a connection between the viewer 
and the subject. People looking at Facebook don’t 
know me, and they might not trust us when we say 
kids love camp and grow through it. But one look at 
a child’s expression while experiencing camp and the 
truth is obvious.

A child’s face doesn’t lie. Something might seem 
fun or it can appear mundane, but a kid will let you 
know how they really feel no matter what. We can 
force kids to do all these camp activities, but we can’t 
make them enjoy anything.

My photos captured raw, genuine emotions that 
happen every day at a NextGen camp. The primary 
destination of my photos is the NextGen Facebook 

page or promotional materials. So, one could say that 
I work in advertising, but I would disagree. I think 
that advertising almost always includes some sort of 
deception.

But with what I do, I can’t artificially create any of 
my material. If the campers were not engaged and 
loving it, I couldn’t hide that. The photos I took this 
summer are pure, honest journalism. All I did was 
show up and shoot what I saw and post it online with 
no added flavoring. 

This is all only achievable because of the loving, 
genuine people and churches who decide to give 
up their time to ensure the success of these camps. 
The counselors, volunteers and pastors working at 
every NextGen camp are not there for a paycheck or 
personal satisfaction but because they know they are 
helping to change children’s lives.

Kids can have a lot of fun doing all sorts of things 
during the summer, but NextGen camps go far 

Campers perform a skit on the campus of Central Methodist University for Extreme Camp 2019.
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beyond that. Entertaining 
children is one thing but 
planting the seed of faith is 
something else entirely. And 
this isn’t about converting 
children and adding to church 
numbers. 

It is about reaching kids 
in hard life situations and 
letting them know someone 
loves them. It is about 
showing them the benefit of 
community and team work. It 
is about investing in the next 
generation, hence the name of 
the ministry. 

I am so thankful to have 
experienced all of this. As a 

journalist, a huge part of my 
job is to observe and report, 
and that was a lot of this 
internship, too. I visited camps 
and shared what happened 
there.

It takes no effort to simply 
pop in and snap a few pictures 
because there is so much to 
photograph at these camps. 
However, on the faces of 
these young campers, it was 
impossible not to capture what 
makes these camps so different 
from just another summer 
camp: the love of Jesus. 

A camper screams as she careens down the water 
slide at The River at Eureka Church mobile camp in 
Eureka, Missouri. 

Campers eagerly await their finished 
craft at the Faithbridge Church 
mobile camp in Osage Beach
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Learn more: www.moumethodist.org/prcelebration
Registration: www.missouri-reg.brtapp.com/CelebrandoEsperanza

CELEBRANDO 
ESPERANZA 
Celebrating the 
Recovery Work in 
Vieques, Puerto Rico

On February 8-9, 2020 we will celebrate the good 
work God has done! Bishops Farr and Ortiz of the 

United Methodist Church of Puerto Rico will be traveling 
to the island of Vieques to celebrate our connection and 
the completion of the church in Esperanza. Festivities 
will begin on Vieques on Saturday, February 8 at 11 a.m. 
and conclude in the afternoon of Sunday, February 9. We 
invite you to join us in the celebration!

Saturday, February 8 will begin with a tour of the 
completed church, clinic and guesthouse. This will be 
followed by lunch and an afternoon of visiting houses that 
have been repaired in the community. Saturday evening 
will be free. 

Sunday morning we will join to celebrate with the 
congregation in Esperanza with a bilingual worship 
service led by Pastor Alex Gerena. Following worship 
we will have lunch on the beach with members of two 
Methodist churches on Vieques and members of the 
community.

Please note that attendees are responsible for their travel to 
and from Missouri and Vieques, Puerto Rico.

Attendees should arrange airfare to and from San Juan 
International (SJU). From SJU people may either fly 
to Vieques on a smaller aircraft (Cape Air, JetBlue 
and Seaborne all make this flight) or travel to the ferry 
terminal at Ceiba. Passengers may travel to the ferry 
terminal via car rental, taxi, Uber, Lift or a taxi service 
like Luquillo Taxies or Go Puerto Rico Shuttles.

The ferry schedule and ticketing information can be found 
at http://www.vieques-island.com/viequesferry.shtml.

While on the island, a limited number of attendees may 
stay at the guesthouse but other accommodations may 
be found through traditional hotel travel sites, Airbnb, 
or viequestravel.com. For more information or questions, 
contact Lucas Endicott, lendicott@moumethodist.org.
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T o reshape the future 
of your church you 
must set aside old 

assumptions, fears, and 
stereotypes and embrace 
new experiences and 
methods. In the new 
book Blank Slate, Lia 
McIntosh, Jasmine 
Smothers, and Rodney 
Smothers explore 
generational transition, 
design thinking, and 
successful private sector 
organizations to discern a 

new direction for the church. They name seven mindsets 
essential to create your own “blank slate” and embrace a 
new future.

People need more than the Sunday morning hour to 
experience life transformation. Each day thousands 
of people in the communities we serve need help with 
housing, transportation, food, education, health care and 
more. Unfortunately, the church often turns the majority 
of these people away offering little or no help.

Yet, imagine the very identity of the church once again 
becoming a place of empathy that connects people to 
resources while meeting immediate physical and deep 
spiritual needs. Imagine the church as a place where 
people find belonging and empowerment. This exciting 
future requires that we embrace seven essential mindsets.

Foundational to a mindset of imagination, envisioning  
and hopefulness is faith. Not a generic faith that lives 

afar and avoids messiness, but an active faith that’s 
activated in the context of particular communities 
amidst their hopes and struggles with God.

1. See differently.
What would we see if we stepped outside of our 
comfort zones? What would we see if we sacrificed our 
own wants for the desires of God in our lives, hearts, 
churches and communities? What space might we 
make for others if we see what God sees? Take some 
time to pray and to look around and see what you’re 
missing. Ask God to give you a fresh perspective on 
situations in your life. Ask God to show you things the 
way that God sees them.

2. Let go of the outcome and be willing to fail.
Nelson Mandela is quoted as saying, “I never lose. I 
either win or I learn.” Failure is an incredibly powerful 
tool for learning if we choose to embrace it. As we 
seek to solve big problems, we’re bound to fail. But 
if we adopt the right mindset, we’ll inevitably learn 
something from that failure and have a better chance 
for success next time. We don’t need to micromanage 
one another or the universe. We let go of the outcome. 
And we open ourselves to all sorts of wonderful 
possibilities that aren’t there when we’re attached to 
one “right” path.

3. Decide that innovation is mission-critical.
John Wesley preached in open fields, taught holistic 
healing methods and cared for the poor. He was 
committed to trying cutting-edge methods for the 
mission of holistic salvation without regard for the 
status quo. Where are you afraid to break new ground? 
Who can experiment with you? When will you begin?

NOW READ THIS
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4. Practice storytelling and naming.
Everyone’s story deserves to be told, especially those 
who have been systemically silenced, sidelined and 
stereotyped. As the church leads more people to tell 
their stories, witness is made to the nexus, instead of 
separation of race, class, education, mental and physical 
ability, and religious identity. Through storytelling 
the naming of good and bad, justice and injustice, joy 
and pain, love and heartache are identified instead 
of ignored. As a result, the transformation of both 
individuals and society becomes possible and the 
mission of the church is lived out.

5. Be relentless in empathy and belonging.
The church is called to meet the physical, mental 
and spiritual needs of people in our neighborhoods 
and within the context of community. This type of 
engagement is a form of evangelism. It’s a connectional, 
social, boundary-crossing evangelism, and it begins 
outside the church. This is the deeper, messier 
work of evangelism that is required to transform 
our communities. This liberating work can be done 
in partnership with a variety of organizations and 
agencies, but authentic spiritual liberation is the 
primary responsibility of the church of Jesus Christ. It 
starts in the street, engages with local leaders in law 
enforcement, local government, and school districts, 
and includes local congregations. And the foundation 
for this work is empathy demonstrated by presence in 
the midst of everyday life with one another. Who is 
God calling you toward in empathy?

6. Practice the work of empowerment.
A way of demonstrating empathy is empowerment. 
Empowerment is not granted from an external 
source. It emerges from within as persons and 
communities acknowledge and appreciate the gifts and 
responsibilities that come from our collective physical, 
emotional, mental, and spiritual depths. The church 
is called to be a place of empathy, empowerment, and 
belonging for people in our neighborhoods. We must 
lead the way in the practices of welcoming hospitality, 
radical inclusion, and bold justice. Whom are you being 
called to empower and with whom are you being called 
to create spaces of belonging? What’s stopping you? 
What’s the easiest step you can take today towards this 
person(s)?

7. Imagine, hope and act.
If you could create anything for your future in the next 
year, what would you like to create for your life, your 
church or community? This question sets the foundation 
for taking on a big challenge, especially one as large and 
complex as the social ills of poverty, education, health 
and spiritual healing. It’s a mindset of hopefulness 
and confidence about desired outcomes. It is the belief 
in possibility, the idea that even if we don’t know the 
answer, it’s out there and collectively we can find it.

Foundational to a mindset of imagination, envisioning, 
and hopefulness is faith. Not a generic faith that lives 
afar and avoids messiness, but an active faith that’s 
activated in the context of particular communities 
amidst their hopes and struggles with God. It is a faith 
in community, working in partnership with one another 
and God. In this place trust is built and the gift of 
partnership can be realized.

This was an excerpt from Blank Slate: Write Your Own Rules 
for a 22nd-Century Church Movement (Abingdon Press, 2019) 
that first appeared in Leading Ideas (www.churchleadership.com/
category/leading-ideas). Blank Slate is available at Cokesbury 
and Amazon.

Lia McIntosh
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LAITY VOICES

Our vision for the Missouri Annual Conference is to 
relentlessly lead our churches to become outwardly 

focused and spiritually centered Christ followers. The 
primary ways in which the Conference seeks to live out 
this vision is through our three conference priorities —
developing new missional leaders, creating new places 
for new people and providing a pathway out of poverty 
through literacy. This year at Annual Conference 
we celebrated our progress on the three Conference 
priorities that are changing and impacting lives in our 
churches and communities. The teams leading the 
Conference priorities have established new goals to lead 
us through 2019 and 2020.

New Missional Leaders
The goal is to identify 600 more new missional leaders 
of all ages by December 31, 2020. A missional leader is 
one who moves from meeting God to an active, growing 
and authentic faith in Jesus Christ; identifies as a leader 
and is mentored by another leader; provides leadership 
in their local church and/or beyond. The critical aspect 
of a new missional leader is that the leader identifies and 
has begun mentoring a new leader. The team encourages 
leaders to use the 5 Cups of Coffee resource on the 
action plan webpage. In the coming year, the team plans 
to release mentoring educational tools to help local 
churches in this act of discipleship.

New Places for New People
The goal is to increase the number of new people in new 
places from 2,500 to 3,500 by the end of 2020. A new 
place includes a minimum of a one new person who has 
not been involved in church for at least one year. 

There are five kinds of new places: small group, recovery 
ministry, missional community, new worship service, or 
a new church or multi-site. Through district innovations 

teams, training opportunities will 
be provided to assist local churches 
in the discernment process for 
multiplying the kingdom through 
new places.

Pathway Out of Poverty 
through Literacy
The goal is to place 100,000 
books in the hands of 100,000 
students. The team celebrates with local churches across 
the Conference as stories about new church-school 
partnerships and deepening church-school relationships 
have been shared. With these existing partnerships and 
through new partnerships, the team seeks to achieve 
this God-sized goal. The team is committed to offering 
resources to local churches to support building church-
school partnerships and offering innovative ideas for 
connecting with students to share books.

Our Conference priorities are crafted in such a way that, 
no matter the size of your church, you can help be a part 
of this vision as we seek to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. Learn more about 
each of the priorities and what your church can do to 
join our work at www.moumethodist.org/actionplan. On 
the Action Plan Resource Hub found on the website, 
you will discover resources such as videos, webinars, 
books and tools to support your work. 

Resources are constantly being added to the Resource 
Hub so visit the page again and again! I invite you 
to pray about how you can engage in the Conference 
priorities. I invite you to encourage your church to 
engage in the Conference priorities. Together we can 
make a difference in the lives of individuals in the 
communities across our Conference and beyond. 

LEARN MORE about each of the priorities and what your church can do to join our work. 
Discover resources such as videos, webinars, books and tools to support your work.
www.moumethodist.org/actionplan

Amy Thompson,
Conference Lay 

Leader

Celebrating Our Progress
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THE MISSOURI METHODIST FOUNDATION

“Will the ushers please come forward…” 
That single phrase used to be the primary (if not the 
only) way the church gathered the gifts of the faithful 
and funded the ministries of the church.

While the offertory remains a meaningful part of 
our worship, the practical ways that devoted disciples 
can give in support of the church have expanded. The 
‘offering plate’ is bigger than ever, but church offices 
need to make sure that the folks in the pews know about 
the options and how to make those gifts happen easily. 

Here is a short list of gifts that can grow your church’s 
offering plate. Your Missouri UM Foundation can help 
you get the word out and assist your office and individual 
givers in making these gifts happen:

IRA Rollover Gifts
Individual Retirement Accounts are often among the 
largest assets that folks own in retirement. They can also 
be an excellent source for charitable giving under the 
new tax rules. Anyone over the age of 70 ½ can make 
a ‘rollover gift’ directly to their church. This is helpful 
because after 70 ½ folks with traditional IRAs must take 
annual ‘required minimum distributions’ and pay tax 
on those distributions as ordinary income. The Rollover 
Gift counts toward the RMD but is not counted as 
income to the donor. This is especially helpful for folks 
who do not itemize deductions. 

Gifts of Appreciated Stock
More folks own stocks and mutual funds than ever 
before. If those assets have been owned longer than a 
year and have gone up in value, then those shares can 
be very cost-effective charitable gifts. By giving the 
shares directly to the church, the donor avoids paying 
the capital gains tax. Therefore, the church gets a bigger 
gift, and the donor can deduct the full fair market value 
of the stock (if they itemize). 

If you think that sounds too complicated for your church 
office, good news! Your Missouri UM Foundation 
processes these gifts as a service to all churches and their 
donors. The last five years the Foundation has processed 
over $5.5 million in stock gifts for churches and donors 
across the state. 

Donor Advised Funds
This can be a great way for a donor or a family to 
manage all of their charitable giving in one place. 
A donor can create a DAF at the Missouri UM 
Foundation and contribute to it at any time. The donor 
can then decide later when and how much should be 
distributed from the DAF to their church or other 
public charities. The DAF is also a way to manage 
deductions. For example, a large gift in one year to a 
DAF might allow a donor to itemize that deduction 
and save on taxes that year. The DAF can then make 
charitable distributions as recommended by the donor in 
subsequent years. 

These are just three key ideas for making tax-wise gifts 
under the new tax rules that will grow your church’s 
offering plate and help your givers be more effective 
stewards. Call the Foundation at 800-332-8238 or visit 
the website at www.mumf.org for more information 
about these types of gifts, as well as estate planning 
and ‘life income’ gifts. Free brochures can be ordered in 
quantity on these topics, and look for our annual year-
end giving brochure next month. 

The Bigger Offering Plate
THREE TAX-WISE WAYS TO GIVE
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MUSIC MATTERS BY RYAN MCCLOUTH

Ryan McClouth, 
Assistant Professor of 
Music, Music Ministry 
Program Coordinator

Does your church have youth music 
opportunities? If not, this is something 

you should think about implementing 
yesterday. I would like to share two 
arguments for why and then offer some ideas 
on how.

My first argument for why youth music 
should be an expectation of all congregations; 
youth are the future of our church. All 
churches should be targeting and serving 
young families with children. These children 
and young adults are the people that we hope 
to see in worship in the coming decades. If 
we don’t invest our ministry tools in these 
groups and individuals, we may be neglecting 
the security of our future church.

The second argument is, the need for 
more skilled leaders and volunteers (and 
worshippers) in our church services. Over the 
last five years, I have visited several churches 
— some of which are quite large and 
monetarily well-resourced. Unfortunately, 
the training of music leaders and volunteers 
in these churches have not always been 
impressive. Could this be because we aren’t 
building strong church musicians from 
the ground up? I think there must be a 
correlation.

What are some solutions? First, are your 
youth meeting each week and experiencing an 

engaging opportunity? 
If not, fix that first. 
Secondly, build some 
form of musical 
opportunity for young 
people. Invest a few 
more dollars to resource 
your music staff for 
youth. A children’s 
choir, youth choir and 
youth contemporary 
worship band are all great starting places. If 
marketed correctly, you may find that there 
are already students in your congregation 
who have musical skills stemming from 
their school experiences. Maybe you aren’t 
sure how to get started with any or each of 
these activities. I would encourage you to ask 
your music staff for ideas. If you don’t have 
paid music staff reach out to local school 
music teachers. This is their forte. They may 
have suggestions for you or even be willing 
to take part. Having said that, you need to 
be prepared to spend some money. Good 
leadership and growth is money well spent.

If you have questions or need further 
suggestions, please reach out. I am more 
than happy to help and provide some ideas. 
You can contact me at any time via email at 
rmclouth@centralmethodist.edu or phone at 
660-651-9964. Until next time, keep playing 
and singing!
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Susan Brandes at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Susan Brandes at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App
The magazine is available via a free app on iPads or 
iPhones. Search the iTunes library for The Missouri 
Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like 
to share about the magazine, or if you want to connect 
Fred Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with 
a talented writer, photographer or videographer in your 
congregation, e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.
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WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY BY HAL KNIGHT

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology

In the wake of yet two more mass shootings, in El 
Paso and Dayton, we are reminded again of the 

preciousness of human life. As people who are called to 
love, as John Wesley put it, “every soul which God hath 
made, every man on earth, as our own soul,” we share 
in the pain and grief of those who have lost loved ones 
and feel our own pain at innocent lives lost, even though 
most of us did not know them personally.

Much harder is Jesus’ command to love our enemies. 
What could it mean to love the persons who took the 
lives of so many? Maybe one thing it means is to mourn 
that human beings can be so motivated by grievances, 
fear or hate that they violate their own humanity by 
randomly killing men, women and children.

There are many directions we could take in reflecting 
on these horrific events. Certainly there are matters of 
public policy to debate in hopes of finding a way to stop 
the killings. Here I want to go down another path and 
consider why human life is precious.

That all humans are persons of worth and dignity 
has not been self-evident in human history. Again 
and again people have disparaged others of different 
races, ethnicities, classes, religions or political beliefs. 
This typically leads to those disparaged as being seen 
as inferior and/or a threat. Once a group has become 
both demeaned and turned into a threat taking action 
against them can seem justified. Most often this leads 
to discriminatory laws and personal conduct, but all too 
often it leads to mob violence, lynchings, assassinations, 
bombings, mass shootings and even genocide.

Perhaps the most prominent victim of this sort of 
violence in human history is Jesus of Nazareth.

What gives us our worth and 
dignity as human beings? It is 
not our skin color or ethnicity, 
nor is it our nationality. It is not 
our personal wealth or level of 
education, nor is it our political 
beliefs.

As Christians in the Wesleyan 
tradition, we can say our human 
worth and that of all persons is 
grounded in three things.

First, we are all created in God’s image. Even though 
humanity has fallen into sin, in the very act of creating 
us in the image of God we have been given by God 
worth and dignity. To be created in God’s image means 
above all that we were intended to mirror divine love —
to love as God loves.

Second, Christ died for all persons. John and Charles 
Wesley could never say enough about the wondrous love 
of God demonstrated on the cross. “’Tis Love! ‘tis love! 
Thou diedst for me,” Charles exclaims, “pure, Universal 
Love thou art.” (UM Hymnal #386) That the Son would 
die for all of humanity out of love places an infinite 
worth on every human life.

This, in turn, grounded in God’s love for all humanity. 
“His love,” John Wesley says, “extends even to those 
who neither love nor fear him.” (Predestination Calmly 
Considered, XLIII). The grace or love of God, whence 
cometh our salvation, is free in all, and free for all.” 
(Free Grace, 2) The worth and dignity of all human 
beings has its ultimate foundation in that we are loved 
by God.

“Every soul which God hath made, every man on earth, as our own soul.” JOHN WESLEY

life is precious
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

NextGen Academy
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
Location: Venture Out, 2003 S Providence Rd., Columbia, 
MO 65203
Contact: Dora Thackery, dthackery@moumethodist.org, 
573-441-1770

NextGen Academy on September 21 is centered around 
leadership and team building. Venture Out specializes 
in group team-building, utilizing high ropes and on-the-
ground challenge courses. The Team Challenge Course, 
Odyssey High Ropes Course, and Alpine Climbing Tower 
are fun and effective tools our group can use to build 
trust, learn conflict resolution skills, practice successful 
communication strategies, and more.

The Missouri Conference of the United Methodist Church 
has identified missional leaders as their essential priority. 
Missional leaders are intentionally growing in Christ in 
order to serve with vision and hope for the Christian 
community. A disciple becomes a missional leader as they 
identify others, who identify others, who practice following 
Christ. Missional leaders are freed to lead in the context of 
their community, local church and beyond.

One year ago Next Generation Ministries created the 
NextGen Academy to be an environment for students and 
young adults to discover and grow in their faith alongside 
friends and mentors during quarterly events. Students will 
explore spiritual gifts, leadership development, and service 
and mission. This exciting, free program enables students 
ages 13-18 from across the state to grow in their faith 
amongst a community of curious Christians just like you!

Old McKendree Anniversary
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
Location: Old McKendree Chapel, Bainridge Rd., Jackson, 
MO 63755
 
Join us as we honor McKendree Chapel, the “Church on 
Hallowed Ground” at a modern-day camp meeting! Explore 
how religion was an integral part of our nation’s history on 
the “Edge of Civilization” in the early 1800’s!
 
Tour the sacred grounds of McKendree Chapel. Hear 
modern day descendants share their family story in the 
Cemetery. Learn what our role is today in preserving 
history so that we may inspire the future! Tour exhibits 
at The Kellerman Foundation and at the Cape Girardeau 
County History Center that focus on taming the frontier 
through religion West of the Mississippi!
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"We know we have passed from 
death to life because we love one 

another. Whoever does not love abides 
in death [1 John 3:14].” God’s love poured 
into my heart by the searching and refining 
fire of the Holy Spirit is not about me 
alone. Google the song lyrics of “Hero” by 
the Christian rock group Skillet. Amidst 

a culture of death which desperately 
needs the redeeming and life-giving 
presence of God, let’s not lose our Spirit-
empowered ability to disciple the nations 
by allowing our love for one another to be 
consumed by fires we have kindled. Love 
bears witness that God dwells and is at 
work within us. Love is where the tension 

between faith and good works is resolved. 
Love is where God’s truth and God’s 
grace mesh within the fabric of our lives 
and our mission to make disciples for the 
transformation of the world. Otherwise, the 
cloth becomes shoddy and unravels. Love 
is the melting pot of God’s sovereignty and 
our responsibility. 


