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I f you were a lay member who attended annual conference this year, I have a favor to ask 
you: Don’t come back next year. 

 Don’t get me wrong, I loved our time together. It’s just time for us to start seeing other 
people. If it were up to me, I’d have you come back and bring friends. I find annual 
conference Session to be invigorating and inspiring, and wish more Methodists across the 
state could share in the experience. 
 At General Conference session I was speaking with one of my colleagues from another 
Conference, and she said a man had told her, “The problem with the Methodist church 
is all these bishops! I grew up in the Methodist church, and back then we didn’t have 
bishops, we just had our pastor.” 
 As the good readers of this magazine know, unless his growing-up days preceded 
Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury in the late 1700s, he was wrong. We’ve had bishops 
more than 230 years. But this person did not know that; as he hadn’t experienced his 
church in any manner beyond his local congregation. 
 I dearly appreciate all of the lay members of annual conference who give of their time to 
serve, and hope you can find others in your congregation to take their turn.
 I love meeting new people at annual conference. This was easy way back in the day when 
we had most meals together, but I’m not above following someone to a restaurant and 
inviting myself to sit down at their table. 
 We did have one collective meal at annual conference this year – a Friday evening 
barbecue that celebrated 200 years of conferencing in Missouri. I came through the line 
late, talking with one of my friends, but then got separated from him as I sat down. I 
joined someone I knew and a couple people that I didn’t and enjoyed my dinner. 
 Despite the fact that I was surrounded by a thousand of the holiest people in the state of 
Missouri, when the rest of my table finished their dessert and left, I succumbed to the sin 
of gluttony and snuck back over to the dessert table for seconds on the largest piece of cake 
I could find. I returned to my now empty table and started gorging. 
 Rev. Andrew Moyer of The Light in Joplin came over to talk. I had met him about a 
year and a half ago when I wrote a story on The Light, and I had said hello to him briefly 
the night before. When he came over I thought he must have something to tell me, but he 
just made small talk, apologized for the awkwardness of small talk, and as I finished my 
cake we parted ways. 
 It struck me what had just transpired: Seeing someone (me) sitting alone, Moyer’s initial 
reaction was to think that perhaps that person was feeling lonely or isolated and could use 
some company and a kind word. Read all the books and go to all the seminars on church 
growth that you want, but I’m telling you it is Moyer having that reaction, and him 
modeling and instilling that ethos on others in his congregation, is why The Light has a 
couple hundred formerly unchurched people now involved in their church. 
 I hope this magazine gives you some sense of how annual conference session works and 
how things went this year, whether you just got back from it or you have never been. And if 
you have a chance, come as a member or a guest when we’re back in Springfield in 2020.
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MISSION Making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.

VISION The Missouri Conference will 
relentlessly lead our churches to become 
outwardly focused and spiritually centered 
Christ followers.
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When the Missouri Conference Sessions team 
decided to slim annual conference down to 

the three-day schedule, they knew it would be 
challenging to hold onto that schedule in an 
election year. To address that, they got an early 
start on the Annual Conference session even 
though technically we weren’t in session on 
May 21 by having a pre-conference briefing at 
Community in Columbia that was livestreamed 
around the state. 
 Missouri Bishop Bob Farr opened the briefing 
by welcoming people to the “experiment” and 
reminding both those gathered and those online 
that Annual Conference was not in session. 
The pre-conference briefing was only to receive 
reports with no voting requirements. 
 “If anyone brings up business I’ll have to 
rule it out of order because we’re not in order,” 
Bishop Farr said. His opening was followed 
by reports from various groups that are usually 
given at Annual Conference Session. 

THE MISSOURI UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION
Missouri United Methodist Foundation 
Director David Atkins reported that the 
foundation has entered its 52nd year of ministry, 
opening the same year as the Gateway Arch in 
St. Louis. 
 “The Arch remains powerful symbol of 
achievement and possibilities. We’re in a season 
of change, but God’s love abides,” Atkins 
said. “Your United Methodist Foundation is a 

gateway to giving, generous living and a means 
to share in unknown abundant possibilities of 
God’s future.”
 Atkins described the Foundation’s board as a 
gathering of committed disciples who embody 
the Wesleyan ideal of “Do all the good you can.” 
 Atkins introduced Chris Bouchard as the 
director of the C2FM. This ministry directly 
serves pastors and their churches in four areas of 
service:
1.   Financial Education
2.   Personal Financial Coaching
3.   Financial Ministry Support
4.   Direct Aid
 Funded by the Lily Foundation, the ministry 
has $700,000 available to pastors to help them 
reach their financial goals. 

NEXT GENERATION MINISTRIES
Next Generation Ministries Director Jeff Baker 
reported that last year there were 277 camp crew 
and volunteers involved in camps that resulted 
in a new generation of leaders rising up. The 
NextGen Academy last fall had 98 youth in 
attendance. 
 Right now there are about 3,700 children and 
youth registered for summer camps. The camp 
goal is 8,188. 
 “We are excited about where we are and where 
we are going,” Baker said. 
 NextGen Ministries in Missouri recognizes 
the important work of connecting with young 
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adults to continue the relational work of the 
church. A few years ago, members of the 
NextGen Team identified Springfield as one of 
the areas with a growing number of students 
but no formal campus ministry. With Missouri 
State University being the second largest campus 
in Missouri, Baker was excited to share the 
appointment of Rev. Tracey Wolff as the college-
age ministry pastor in Springfield. Wolff has a 
passion for working with college-age students. 
Also this year, five of Missouri’s college-age 
ministries sent 60 students to support the repair 
efforts in Puerto Rico as part of an alternative 
spring break mission experience.  
 “Our commitment to helping those around 
the country and around the world is stronger 
than ever,” Baker said. 
 NextGen has recruited 24 interns serving 
as counselors and leadership staff with mobile 
camps this summer. This year the plan is to 
bring a weeklong camp experience to 900 
campers all across Missouri. The curriculum is 
founded in Methodist theology and ideals and 
honoring the uniqueness of every camper in 
attendance. This work directly correlates with 
The Conference priority of developing missional 
leaders. 

CENTRAL METHODIST UNIVERSITY
Rev. Kayla Kelly introduced herself as 
the campus chaplain and director of the 
Center of Faith and Service at Central 
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Methodist University in Fayette. She has 
two responsibilities: campus ministries and 
service opportunities. There are 60 students 
in community engagement, providing service 
hours in the local community. There is a chapel 
service at 10 a.m. every Tuesday at CMU with 
an average attendance of 150. Four chapel praise 
bands lead worship on rotating basis and also 
play at local places like nursing homes. About 
50 students are engaged in campus ministry 
leadership on Tuesday mornings alone. This past 
spring 22 people from CMU went to Puerto 
Rico.
 A renovation project has begun in the 
basement of CMU chapel. 
 “We’re really excited about using it as a new 
place for small groups and a place to have a 
smaller, more intimate worship setting,” Kelly 
said. She noted she has visited dozens of United 
Methodist Churches in Missouri. Churches 
who would like to have her visit can email their 
request to her at kkelly@cmu.edu.  

LEADERSHIP EXCELLENCE
Director of Leadership Excellence Karen 
Hayden reported that her team surpassed the 
goal to introduce 400 missional leaders to the 
Conference this year. The next goal is to identify 
600 more leaders by the end of 2020. There are 
now multiple learning and growth opportunities 
available for people in ministry and for people 
considering ministry as a vocation. 
 “Might we all be more mindful in noticing 
and nurturing those who are thinking about 
thinking about a call to ministry in any form,” 
Hayden said. 

MISSION, SERVICE AND JUSTICE
Mission, Service and Justice Director Tina 
Harris said at the foundation of their center 
is the question: “What breaks God’s heart?” 
followed by getting to work to do something 
about it. Missouri has 267,867 children living in 
poverty. This past year the number of Missouri 
Conference churches that are partnered with 
a school has quadrupled. Now churches are 
being challenged to put 100,000 books into the 

hands of 100,000 students, with the intent being 
to build on relationships already established 
in the local schools. This book ministry will 
be explained in more detail in a webinar on 
August 22 at https://www.moumethodist.org/
learnleadwebinars. This past year 53 churches 
reported having school partnerships, 19 
churches expanded their partnerships and 34 
churches reported new school partnerships. 
 “If you’re praying if your congregation should 
do this, you have all of the resources available on 
the Missouri Conference website to get started,” 
Harris said.  

EPISCOPAL COMMITTEE
Chair of the Episcopacy Committee Brian 
Hammons reported that the committee has 
found that Bishop Farr has done an outstanding 
job of providing leadership in challenging time. 
Bishop Farr spoke at 21 pre-general conference 
briefings and nine post-general conference 
briefings. 
 “We saw his heart, his struggle and heard his 
passion for church,” Hammons said.   
 “He has led our conference to focus on three 
Wildly important goals, and led our cabinet in 
important and often difficult task of appointing 
minsters to their charges in the coming year.  
 He’s Known as a thoughtful, considerate, 
honest straightforward leader.”
 Hammons urged everyone to continue praying 
for Bishop Farr, for wisdom and a steady hand 
as he continues to lead the movement called the 
United Methodist Church.
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B ishop Robert Farr formally 
opened the 2019 Missouri 
Annual Conference with 

the traditional singing of “And 
Are We Yet Alive.” It is a Charles 
Wesley hymn that has been sung 
at an annual conference gatherings 
since the early days of the 
Methodist movement. 
 Rev. Monica Jefferson, 
Conference secretary established 
the bar, outlining who is eligible 
to vote and where they are 
expected to be physically in order 
to vote. 
 Rev. Kim Jenne, director of 
the Office of Connectional 
Ministries, introduced the Bishop, 
Catherine Turner, assistant to the 
Bishop; Larry Tucker, Conference 
chancellor, and Amy Thompson, 
Conference lay leader. She also 
recognized Rev. Cody Collier, 
special assistant to the Bishop, the 

nine district superintendents and 
their executive assistants. 
 “Today we have 1,200 people 
in the room representing 773 
congregations from throughout 
the state,” Jenne said. She also 
recognized all the volunteers 
from Wesley Church who every 
year serve at Annual Conference, 
highlighting Dewy Agee, a long-

time volunteer who passed away 
this year. 
 Jenne recognized Bishop Farr’s 
wife Susan and acknowledged 
that Bishop Ann Brookshire-
Sherer Simpson, Bishop Robert 
Schnase and Bishop Fritz Mutti 
all sent greetings but would not be 
attending the session. 
 Representatives from both 
Discipleship Ministries and United 
Methodist Communications were 
present this year as well as eight 
Crossroads interns. There are now 
23 NextGen interns working in 
the field with youth and children’s 
camps. 
 “A year ago, Cody Collier and 
I stood on stage and shared with 
the body our work of hospitality 
for the special session,” Jenne said. 
“We asked you to help us with 
that work. And, you did – in big 
ways.” She thanked the volunteers 

Hannah Shanks, Chair of Rules & Procedures
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for their outstanding work that has 
been nationally recognized. She 
gave special recognition to those 
team leaders who helped to make 
things run smooth despite many 
challenges: Rev. Steve Jones, Rev. 
Rob Barringer, Rev. Tina Harris, 
Linda Gastreich, Sally Hoener, Jill 
Arnold, Rev. Ashley Kirk, Lauren 
Miers and Heather Birge.
 Rev. Marsha West Eichler, chair 
of the Sessions team, works to 
plan this annual conference. New 
Places for New People, this year’s 
theme is, at the heart of our overall 
mission, following Jesus’ Great 
Commission. The doors decorating 
the stage a reminder that there are 
always doors to open and people 

to welcome. Every time you go 
through a door or cross a threshold, 
consider it an opportunity to 
discover a new relationship. Eichler 
went through the resources passed 
out at registration, including a 
flash drive with worship planning 
resources. She moved for the 
adoption of the agenda, and it was 
passed by the body. 
 Hannah Shanks, incoming 
chair of the Rules and Procedures 
committee, highlighted the rule 
changes to be voted on by the 
body. The years of service for 
the district lay leaders has been 
changed to a minimum of four 
years but no more than six years. 
This will allow for more continuity 

as new Conference priorities are 
enacted. A specific time to clarify 
resolutions was established as 5 
p.m. on April 15. A final vote on 
these changes was held on Sunday.
 Rev. Jeremy Vickers, chair of 
nominations, presented the slate 
of clergy and laity nominated on 
Conference -wide committees 
and teams. Over the coming year, 
nearly half of the current positions 
will turn over and the work to 
find those new people will begin 
within a few weeks of the end of 
this annual conference. Changes 
and adjustments to conference and 
district passed with a majority vote 
Sunday afternoon.

Left to right: Randy Biggerstaff & Rev. Kim Jenne
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Holding 
Fast to Our 

Purpose

I
n a year of turbulence, Bishop 
Bob Farr reminded people in his 
address of the steadfast purpose of 
the United Methodist Church that 
binds the churches in Missouri 
together. 

 This is the 200th year of Methodist 
conferencing in Missouri and the 17th 
year of conferencing with the Missouri 
Conference in its present configuration. 
Bishop Farr asked those gathered this year 
to remember our “why.”
 “Our why is our mission: To make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world,” Bishop 
Farr said. 
 The role of the Conference is to 
support local churches in that mission 
as the Conference follows its vision: The 
Missouri Conference will relentlessly lead 
our churches to become outwardly focused 
and spiritually centered. 
 Bishop Farr also lifted up the five 
expectations the Conference has, and 
encouraged people to strive for them 
through Annual Conference Session: 
1. Christ-centered
2. Fruitfulness
3. Excellence
4. Accountability
5. Collaboration
 For the past year, the Conference has 
been focused on three priorities:
1. New missional leaders
2. New places for new people
3. Pathway out of poverty 
 As the Conference continues to build 
ministries supporting these priorities, 
it has received a big boost. The Steward 
Family Foundation in St. Louis has 
offered the Missouri Conference a $3 
million gift over the next three years, with 
$1 million going toward each priority. 
David Steward, president of World Wide 
Technology, is a member of Salem United 
Methodist Church in Ladue. 
 Bishop Farr noted that when the 
Conference adopted the three priorities 
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last year, no new money went toward these priorities 
because he is dedicated to keeping the budget flat. The 
Steward gift will help empower the Conference to give 
local churches more assistance in pursuing these goals. 
 “This gives us money to go above and beyond 
ministry we are currently doing. I’m deeply grateful to 
Steward family for offering this gift,” Bishop Farr said. 
 Progress is being made. Last year there were 424 
new missional leaders. A goal for 600 is set for next 
year. There have been 512 new places for new people 
developed, involving 2,000 new people. The goal for 
next year is for new places to reach another 3,500 
people. Pathway out of poverty found 54 existing 
school-church partnerships and established 34 new 
partnerships. Bishop Farr said he is excited about the 
new goal of giving 100,000 books to 100,000 children. 
 “We’re not just dropping off books, we’re going 
to hand you a book and get to know who you are, 
building a relationship,” Bishop Farr said. 
 There are 720 people praying for new places for new 
people in the Conference, receiving email guidance and 
updates from Director of Congregational Excellence 
Roger Ross. Learn and Lead podcasts, repackaged 
episodes of the popular webinar series, are serving as a 
resource across Missouri and in the greater Methodist 
connection.
 This year 38 mission teams have traveled from 
Missouri to Puerto Rico, and 19 more are scheduled 
to go. More than $143,000 has been raised toward the 
$150,000 goal for Puerto Rico. There has been $57,000 
sent to Mozambique to assist with recovery from the 
natural disasters there.
 Next Generation Ministries has 4,562 campers so 
far this year and has the goal to host more than 8,000. 
New leadership development events were created, and 
128 youth participated.  

 For the Special Session of General Conference in 
February, 128 volunteers provided about 3,000 hours 
of service. “2019 has been a challenging year. We had 
to host the General Conference. We didn’t ask for it, 
but we treated people from all around the world with 
Midwest hospitality,” Bishop Farr said. 
 Prior to General Conference, Bishop Farr conducted 
21 conversations around Missouri, with 1,396 in 
attendance. After General Conference he had nine 
conversations with 3,000 attendance.
 Bishop Farr explained that the issue has been a 
struggle for him as he strives to be a bishop for all. 
Both his traditional and progressive friends explain 
their positions to him, and both make convincing 
arguments. He hopes to get beyond the current state 
where people are choosing opposing sides. 
 “Can we in Missouri find a Missouri way forward?” 
he asked. “If we were given the freedom to find our 
way forward, could we do it? Could we find our own 
way forward if given the chance?”
 Bishop Farr said Missouri has a reputation for 
leading in the United Methodist denomination, and it 
may be time for Missouri to lead the denomination to a 
new way of doing things. 
 “Despite all that is going on the Missouri Conference 
is still strong, it is healthy and it is vital,” Bishop Farr 
said. “My goal to remain spiritual community, do no 
harm to one another, and treat each other as friends 
not enemies.”

“Our why is our mission: To make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” 

BISHOP FARR

Where Do We Go From Here? 
Honest responses from twenty-four United Methodist 
leaders can be purchased online at www.amazon.com.
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John Wesley considered 
Communion “the grand 

channel whereby the grace of his 
Spirit was conveyed to the souls 
of all the children of God.”
 Along those lines, it follows 
that the 2019 Annual Conference 
opened with Communion.
 Bishop Bob Farr considered it 
“a healing moment and a chance 
to come together” in response 
to the special session of General 
Conference in St. Louis in 
February. He cited the healing 
in Acts 16, wherein Paul and 

Silas have been beaten with rods 
and then tossed into prison. At 
midnight an earthquake hits, all 
the cell doors open and the chains 
fall off the prisoners. Then, they 
convert the jailer, who takes Paul 
and Silas to his house and treats 
their wounds. All around, it’s a 
God-inspired experience, a truly 
healing moment.
 And healing became the theme 
of opening worship — healing as 
well as adventure, with Bishop’s 
message titled “The Adventure of 
Uncertain Times.”

 “It is good to see you and 
are we yet alive as a Missouri 
Conference?” Bishop Farr asked.
 The chorus of a congregational 
song gave additional focus: “Make 
us one, now in this troubled, 
frightened hour.” And the prayer 
of confession noted, “We have 
closed our hearts to the hurt of 
one another.” Then, those gathered 
sang, “Christ, the church you gave 
now is broken.”
 Point after point hammered 
home the emphasis. Bishop sought 
to give to this annual conference. 
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 Bishop Farr shared that he 
and his wife have been avid 
motorcyclists for the past 10 years, 
putting 25,000 miles on his three-
wheeled Harley-Davidson trike. 
 “I like an adventure. I like to 
do new things,” he told the 1,200 
clergy, laity and guests gathered 
in the Springfield Expo Center. 
He observed that this year we’d 
be doing things differently, as 
evidenced by opening with a 
Communion service.
 When he is out on his 
motorcycle, he is always pretty 
sure where he is going — though 
he admitted to being lost a time 
or two in the Mark Twain Forest. 
He could not say the same about 
the United Methodist Church 
right now.
 Yet, he prefers to see the current 
state of affairs as an adventure.
 He shared one of his favorite 
Old Testament passages, from 
Isaiah 43. He gave special 
attention to verse 2: “When you’re 
in over your head, I’ll be there 
with you. When you’re in rough 
waters, you will not go down. 
When you’re between a rock and a 
hard place, it won’t be a dead end.”
 He found it noteworthy that 
the conflicts at the special session 
of General Conference are not 

the first time God’s people have 
found themselves in a hard place. 
He asserted that no matter what 
plan was chosen back in February, 
someone would be hurt.
 He is well aware that some 
of those attending this annual 
conference arrived black and blue, 
still hurting from the debates, 
confrontations and votes in St. 
Louis. He explained that one of 
the first things Paul and Silas did 
after being beaten and thrown 
into jail was to worship. 
 He wanted delegates in 
Springfield to do likewise with an 
opening service of Communion.
 In another allusion to Acts 16, 
he said that the United Methodist 
Church is having an earthquake. 
Earthquakes always cause 
damage. They always cause harm. 
They always cause disruption. 
 “How could this happen?” 
he asked about the General 
Conference outcome. His 
initial response to the conflict 
was embarrassment. Yet, he 
cautioned, maybe we need 
an earthquake. Maybe an 
earthquake will make us change 
when we have tried to avoid 
change. He remains concerned, 
though, with how we will treat 
one another when we  

are broken. How will we treat  
each other?
 It’s important to remember 
this is a marathon, not a sprint, 
Bishop Farr said. The United 
Methodist Church is in a 
deconstruction/reconstruction 
mode, and that may be timely and 
appropriate. 
 Yet, he said, “we need to be 
careful not to knock out our 
Wesleyan beams” — those 
matters of faith and practice that 
make us who we are.
 He plans to continue working 
with fellow bishops to let people 
hold whatever convictions they 
have. 
 “How are we going to treat one 
another?” he asked. “As winners 
and losers? Or as fellow citizens 
of the kingdom of God?”
 A hymn following communion 
echoed the theme: 

There is a balm in Gilead
to make the wounded whole.
There is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sin-sick soul.
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Charlene Dart

T
here are many types of pastors in 
United Methodism. The process of 
being commissioned and then later 
ordained into full connection as an 

elder or deacon is one of the highlights 
of annual conference. But other types 
of ministers are serving in increasingly 
numerous and important roles in Missouri 
Conference churches. This year at annual 
conference people achieving new levels of 
credentials in the areas of CLM, LLP and 
COS were honored in a special service of 
recognition. 
 Rev. Charlene Dart, a local pastor who 
serves Cassidy UMC, preached on 1 John 
3:18-19.
 “We don’t just get comfortable in our 
ministry,” she said. “We box it all up, 
doing it the same way over and over, and 
we have complete control. But what if we 
step out of the box?” Churches tend to find 
a comfortable place and when ministry 
stops bearing fruit, the tendency is to go 
back to the box, back to what birthed and 
maintained the ministry in the first place.
 “Change is hard, it’s risky and we lose 
control, but it may be God’s will.” She 
recounted how the medical mission trip 
to Puerto Rico she took changed to a 
construction trip, from leaving one day to 
another day, and from visiting a smaller 
island to the main island. Despite the whole 
trip being out of control, trusting in God 
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brought the team to exactly where 
it needed to be. 
 “Are we willing to be the 
optimist in change, to create 
new places for new people?” She 
reminded the Conference that 
there are people just hanging 
out, in a comfortable box of 
familiarity, and the work of the 
church suffers. 
   “I believe God has a great 
treasure in store for his church,” 
said Dart. “It is his church, not 
our church.  We have to do and 
stop talking. We must be out 
touching lives. Are we willing to 
do this? If we are not willing to 
go outside the doors, we have lost. 
God will give us the vision we 
need and being to act on it.”
   She stressed the Great Commission 
to go out and reach new people and trust that new ways 
will present themselves to do so. Do not go back to the 
old ways, the comfortable ways. God will supply that 
new vision and a path to fulfill it. 
   Rev. Karen Hayden, director of the Center for 
Leadership Excellence, presented the new Certified 
Lay Ministers: Bob Beaver, Jodi Burch, Karen Jones 
and Peggy Thomas.
   Rev. Jim Barnett, Wesley (St. Joseph) recognized 
the 35 newly Licensed Local Pastors: Erika Braun, 
Blake Buchanan, Joshua Buchanan, Mary Ann 
Cieslak, Michael Cole, Vicki Coons, Amy Cornelius, 

Shaun Courtney, Candace Fowler, Jeff Fugit, Angel 
Garcia, Fabian Gomez Gonzalez, Andrew Hake, 
David Hedrick, Cathy Hinklin, Kim Holman, Chris 
Jackson, David Jerome, Matt Kelley, Lori Kiehl, 
James King, Jayne Markin, Timothy Melin, Tom 
Parks, Tricia Quist, Brett Reith, Kenneth Rosenauer, 
Ryan Schreckenghaust, Elizabeth Jen Shelton, Poese 
Vatikani, Paullester Walker, Kara Wilson, Diannah 
White, Keyarae Yi and Timothy Zych.
 Barnett recognized those who have completed the 
Course of Study required for Licensed Local Pastors: 
Jeffory Cole, Nancy DeJager, Mark Hansche, Kirby 
Holbrook, Bill LaMora and Sherri Swanson.

Completing the Course of Study this year were (from left) Sherri Swanson, Bill LaMora, Kirby Holbrook, Nancy DeJager and Jeffory Cole.
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I t takes a lot of love to follow a call to vocational 
ministry and build a life around being in service 

to God’s church. Throughout the retirement service 
a series love stories videos played with retirees telling 
their ministry love stories. They shared about the people 
they have baptized, the children they have learned 
from and the ministry they have been engaged in. They 
shared what they have learned that they would pass on 
to others. Rev. Lynn Dyke, representing Elijah, and 
Rev. Adam Mustoe, representing Elisha, reenacted the 
Biblical story of the older generation passing the mantel 
of responsibility to the younger generation. 

Rick Adams: I pray, as a church, we will live into a future 
characterized by sharing the unconditional love of 
Christ with all person, no matter how like or different 
from us they may be. 

Jim Barnett: I believe my ministry is sharing Christ no 
matter what age they are, old and young.

Karen Blank-Ewell: From Mary Oliver — I don’t say it’s 
easy, but what else will do if the love one claims to have 
for the world be true?

Robert (Bob) Casady: The ministry of Jesus is done out 
of the God’s strength, not ours. Become a “holy fool” 
for God. 

Sara J. Chaney: With a heart and mind for social justice, 
I look forward to the unfolding of the Church in years 
to come. The church is like a river, always flowing. 

Clif Crockett: And now as I close this chapter, I 
paraphrase the eminent philosopher Jerry Garcia “What 
long, wonderful, strange trip it’s been!” 

Janice S. Dillard: Love the people before you know them. 
Love the people as you know them. Love the people 
after you leave them. 

Lynn Dyke: Ministry has been a gift. Sometimes 
ministry is a marathon and not a sprint. 

Thomas Edward 
Frank: Missouri 
has always 
been home, at 
first because 
of family, but 
later even more 
so because of 
mentors and 
colleagues 
who were so 
formative for 
me as a young 
pastor. 

Mark Charles 
Harvey: You younger pastors can lead in the birth pangs 
of the new global-local forms, addressing the world’s 
most pressing challenges…The gospel remains as radical 
as ever. 

Philip Bruce Jacobs: The calling and opportunity to serve 
Christ as a pastor in the UMC will always be one of the 
greatest blessings of my life. 

Janet Petty Kohler: Racism, sexism, classicism, ageism 
calls children and adults “impossible.” As we claim to be 
the body of Christ, we need to find ways and words to 
assist others to discover that they each are “possible.”

James Lee: from Rev. Tommy Thompson — “My life, 
for whatever it is, is a mosaic of the impact of a cast of 
persons and events who have in some way been a part of 
the production of the truth of me.”

Denny Lumos: Thanks to the many pastors and 
parishioners who have helped shape and guide me. Life 
can be tough. May you find peace in your journey.

Scott A. Moon: We anticipate that all of what has brought 
us to this point will serve as the preparation required for 
the work and joy which lies ahead. To God and you we 
say “Thanks. It has been so sweet.”

BY SUSAN SNEED

Love of Christ & Love of Church Adds Up a Millennium of Service
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Ann B. Mowery: I have been blessed to see God use the 
efforts of ordinary people to transform lives and build 
God’s kingdom. 

Homer Poor: It seems like only yesterday that I made 
the decision to commit my life to following Christ’s 
call into pastoral ministry. In my nine years of pastoral 
ministry, I have found my greatest joy.

Geoff Posegate: Even now at retirement, the future still 
excites me and drives me more than the past. Missouri 
United Methodism, your best days are ahead even in 
this new and uncertain terrain. 

Kathleen Schmidtke: I give thanks for the United 
Methodist appointment system, my husband Scott … 
and for so many others who courageously accompanied 
me on this holy journey of faith.

Kristy Schmitz: From my youth I was sure God called 
me to Africa, but for 50 years I avoided answering. 
Perhaps I was following God’s call all along. 

Rick Adams Karen Blank-Ewell Robert (Bob) Casady Sara J. Chaney Clif Crockett

Janice S. Dillard Randy DeMasters Mark Charles Harvey Scott A. Moon Ann B. Mowery

Homer Poor Geoff Posegate Kathleen Schmidtke Kristy Schmitz Larry Schmitz Gwenell Streeter

Tom Sullenger Barry Winders

Jim Barnett

Gregory M. Weeks

Lynn Dyke

Larry Schmitz: In my time of service I learned to 
appreciate the many blessings that we have in excess 
here in the United States, and I grew a great deal in my 
appreciation for the challenges and inequities present in 
other parts of God’s creation. 

Gwenell Streeter: I didn’t come into this to be a minister 
but to be a pastor. Whatever the future brings, I have 
been greatly blessed by my time in the ministry. 

Tom Sullenger: We face our future unafraid. May God 
Bless His Church! 

Gregory M. Weeks: The shape of ministry and the church 
is evolving. It is evolving in ways designed by the 
Holy Spirit. Much will change, no doubt. May future 
colleagues be so richly blessed.

Barry Winders: I gave 36 years to the General Baptists 
and 12 years to the United Methodist. My only regret 
is my failure to become a United Methodist sooner 
than I did. 

Also retiring this year: Linda Strominger, Melvin 
Stanley, Cynthia Royce, Brent Mustoe, Scott Hall, 
Larry Despain, Randy DeMasters, Joe Crosthwait and 
Richard Blackmon.
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Discovering & Defining Steps 
to Ordained Ministry

T he Missouri Conference ordained 10 new 
elders, commissioned one provisional deacon 

and eight provisional elders, and recognized two 
new associate members in a special worship service 
Sunday morning.  
 Rev. Steve Breon, chair of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry, said the work of the BOM 
begins long before candidates reach to point of 
ordination. “Our work begins before we have any 
idea that there is a stirring in anybody’s heart 
that they have a calling to ordained ministry,” 
he remarked, “Some of you here today may have 
a stirring in your heart. Our job is to help you 
discover that stirring and begin to define and take 
steps toward ordained ministry.”
 Those steps may involve talking with a pastor, 
attending a Candidacy Summit, meeting with the 
district committee on ministry and later meeting 
with the BOM to help each person identify, define, 
and clarify the nature of their call. 
 “Our task is to identify and nurture those who 
are called to ordained ministry, beginning in the 
local church,” Breon encouraged the assembly to 
do their part to help identify and encourage those 
who are called to serve.
 Breon recognized the journey does not end 
with commissioning or ordination as an elder or 
deacon in full connection. He said at that point a 
new journey begins of service and ministry in the 
church.  He introduced a new retreat program for 
clergy who have served a minimum of five years. 
Called Re, the three retreats are intended to give 
clergy the opportunity to reflect, re-center and 
reclaim their call. Information on the program 
are available at www.moumethodist.org/re.

BY PAM EKEY

Commissioned: (first row, from left): Jess Horsley, Bishop Bob Farr, Dawn Gerard, (second row, from 
left) Jose Marino Chacon Mayorga, Tracey Wolff, Kristi McGuire, Kayla Kelly, (third row, from left) 
Benjamin Rush (Deacon), Chris Sams, Adam Lauman.

Ordained Elders: (first row, from left): Angela McNeil, Kimberly Mitchell, Bishop Bob Farr, Adrienne 
Denson Ewell, Mary Weaver, (second row, from left) Steven Clouse, Letisha Green, Steven Jones, 
Laura Patterson (third row, from left) Adam Mustoe and Steven Mitchell

Associate Members: (from left): Tim Schulte, Bishop Bob Farr and Ben Bainbridge.

18 July 2019  |  The Missouri Methodists



A christ candle was lit during the Memorial Service 
on Saturday morning of annual conference 

to represent the light of hope that shines on from 
generation to generation. Those in attendance were 
invited to remember the people and communities whose 
lives sang with love as they answered the call to follow 
Jesus. The Conference paused to grieve those who have 
walked through the doorway of death into the life to 
come, and celebrate the ways that their light shines on 
in the doors they opened, the ministries they nurtured, 
the lives that they impacted, and the love that they 
shared. By the singing of songs, the lifting of prayers, 
the tolling of bells and the lighting of candles, those 
gathered were reminded that in Christ there really is no 
death. In Christ, the light of love is never extinguished 
and the song of resurrection hope rings on. 
 At the beginning of the service an emotional Bishop 
Bob Farr took a moment to gain his composure as he 
started to speak. The memorial service has started to hit 
closer to home for him. 
 “I knew about three-quarters of the pastors we are 
honoring today,” he said. 
 He gave thanks for the surviving spouses and families 
in attendance, saying that the hundreds of years of 
ministry that the memorialized clergy represent could 
not have happened without the support of families. 
 “You have our prayers, our love and our blessings,” 
Bishop Farr said.
 A bell was tolled and a candle lit as the names were 
read of Missouri Conference clergy, clergy spouses, 
Mozambique clergy and Mozambique clergy spouses 
who died in the past year. The service was closed with a 
blessing from Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak.

God of generations, 
When we set our hands to labor, 
Thinking we work alone, 
Remind us that we carry 
On our lips
The words of prophets, 
In our heart
The love of mentors, 
In our veins
The blood of martyrs, 
In our eyes
The visions of mystics, 
In our feet
The journeys ‘of the faithful,
In our hands
The strength of thousands.
Amen. 

A Time of 
Remembrance

19www.moumethodist.org



I
f the church is to survive in the future, 
its leadership must change, says Tod 
Bolsinger, Ph.D., who is the chief 
of leadership formation at Fuller 
Theological Seminary. Unfortunately, 
most seminaries do not prepare pastors 
for the challenges of adaptive leadership; 

those skills are needed if the church is to thrive. 
 “We were trained for a different context. The 
fading of Christendom requires that religious leaders 
learn to lead all over again,” said Bolsinger. Leading 
in uncharted territory requires new learning, results 
in loss and leads to a lifetime of transformation. 
 Bolsinger authored the book, Canoeing the 
Mountains which uses the Corps of Discovery 
journey of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark as 
a model of transformational leadership.
 Bolsinger wrote the book as a leadership model 
for uncharted territory. The present and future of 
the church is not at all as it was in the past, and a 
new leadership model is needed. In the 1950s and 
’60s, church was the backbone of the community. 
Employers, families and society expected and 
encouraged attendance at worship. Today, 
churches struggle to remain relevant within their 
communities.
 From 1804 to 1806, the Corps of Discovery, led 
by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, traveled 
from the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri 

Rivers to the headwaters of the Missouri and then 
over the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean. 
The purpose of the journey was to find a navigable 
route through the interior of the United States to 
the Pacific Ocean. Bolsinger pointed out that men 
on the Corps of Discovery were rivermen. They 
expected to float all the way to the Pacific Ocean. 
But when they reached the Rocky Mountains they 
confronted a new reality and had to find another way 
to travel overland to the west coast. They abandoned 
their canoes to travel by horse.
 Adaptive leadership is needed when the world in 
front of you is nothing like the world behind you. 
Like Lewis and Clark, church leaders today were 
trained for another context. And like the explorers, 
church leaders must find a new way of leading 
through uncharted territory.
 “Management is what we do when we what 
we have always done no longer works,” he said. 
Churches today are becoming increasingly irrelevant 
in a rapidly changing culture. In order to reach new 
people, church leadership must change. Leadership 
is energizing a community of people toward their 
own transformation in order to accomplish a shared 
mission in the face of a changing world.
 Learning is at the heart of adaptive change. “The 
first loss for most of us trained in Christendom is 
to overcome the expert expectation and become 
learners who listen to and learn from the margins,” 

BY PAM EKEY

Leaders 
of the Future 
Must Adapt
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he said. Leaders must distinguish between what 
should be preserved and what needs to change. 
 Pastors need to learn the DNA of their 
congregations before they can initiate changes. This 
means learning the stories and experiences that 
define a particular congregation. This requires deep 
listening to discover the values as well as the fears of 
the congregation.
 There is also a need to differentiate between 
technical change and adaptive change.
 Technical solutions involve the application of 
current knowledge, skills and tools to resolve a 
situation. This might require repairs to the building 
or recruiting additional Sunday school teachers. 
But adaptive solutions cannot be solved with one’s 
existing knowledge, skills and tools, requiring 
people to make a shift in values, expectations, 
attitudes, or habits of behavior, he said. Adaptive 
challenges are systemic problems with no clear 
answers.
 A spirit of adventure and a willingness to explore 
uncharted territory are keys to adaptive change. “No 
one is going to follow you off the map unless they 
trust you on the map,” he said. Building trust will 
make it possible to implement changes. In uncharted 
territory, adaptive change, or the ability to try 
something new is possible when the leader is trusted.
 Sabotage is a normal reaction to change, Bolsinger 
said. It is what a system naturally does to protect 

itself. “Sabotage is not the bad things that bad 
people do, but the human things that anxious people 
do,” he said. People naturally want to go back to 
what is familiar. Adaptive leaders are able to help 
people acknowledge their loss in order to move into 
the future.
 You can view Bolsinger’s entire presentation at 
www.vimeo.com/channels/moac19. 
 Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in 
Uncharted Territory is available online at Cokesbury 
and Amazon.

A spirit of adventure 
and a willingness to 

explore uncharted 
territory are keys 

to adaptive change.

21www.moumethodist.org



“You bloom where you are planted.” 
That was among the points that the Rev. Joseph Daniels 
Jr. used to capture the attention of the body during his 
learning keynote on Friday afternoon.
 He recalled one of the things his father told him: 
“Treat this church like it’s the last church you’ll ever 
pastor.”
 During 27 years at Emory Fellowship United 
Methodist Church in Washington, D.C., Daniels 
seems to have taken that advice to heart. He grew the 
congregation from 55 to more than 400, which would be 
quite enough to garner distinction.
 Yet, his congregation has done more. Much more.
 He said that if the United Methodist Church hopes 
to impact new people, it must understand what Jesus 
was up to. Salvation is more than a spiritual event. It’s 
physical, mental, emotional, relational and financial.
 People need church today in ways that transcend 
traditional church expectations. One of the ways Emory 
Fellowship has done that is to reach out to people 
who are being displaced in Washington. The city now 
competes with San Francisco as the most gentrified city 
in the country. 
 That means that many working-class people are being 
priced out of living where they work. In fact, affordable 
housing is the number one need in Washington.
 A white family of four has an average annual income 
of $120,000, while average annual income for a Latino 
family of four is $41,000 and $38,000 for a black family 
of four. The income disparity and high cost of living has 
direct bearing on the housing crisis.
 His congregation responded to that need by working 
with developers to build 99 units of affordable housing 
in the neighborhood surrounding the church. Adding 
up to 300 new residents there helped to boost worship 
attendance.

 Before that project started, the church neighborhood 
drew drug dealers and users. Property around the 
church was littered with broken bottles, trash and used 
syringes. Homeless people slept on the church’s front 
steps and urinated all around the building. When a 
member of his congregation urged building a tall fence 
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around the church, Daniels suggested the church open 
its doors instead.
 And open them they did. Street pastors started 
meeting the homeless under a couple of trees next to the 
church — serving them soup and the Gospel. The pastor 
called these people “the least, the last and the lost.”

The church started housing displaced families, first in 
the church boardroom and then in a nearby boarding 
house the church bought. 
 Today, Emory Fellowship has a restaurant that doubles 
as a culinary training center. A half-court gymnasium 
that also offers worship for young people. The church 
features an indoor-outdoor jazz café.
 “We thank God for what the Lord is doing!” he 
exclaimed.
 He recommends that other congregations, other 
churches, can do similar things. First, he said each 
of us must ask, “What does God have you there for?” 
Then, congregations must discover what they are truly 
passionate about.
 He cited Emory’s mission strategy as “a divinely 
inspired plan to build relationships, organize people, 
utilize assets and liberate congregations for the thriving 
of communities.”
 Congregations must shake off complacency and refuse 
to be enslaved to the status quo. 
 “We dared to dream about something more,” he said, 
“something greater than ourselves.”
 The church building needs to be understood as an 
asset for liberation, not as an object to be worshiped. 
Emory Fellowship has been selected as one of the 25 
Congregational Resource Centers in the “Strengthening 
the Black Church for the 21st Century” effort of the 
United Methodist Church. 
 As a sought-after speaker, preacher, mentor and 
author, Daniels is most happy when inspiring and 
equipping others to see the possibilities God has for 
them and their communities.
 You can view the entirety of Daniels’ presentation at 
www.vimeo.com/channels/moac19.

A divinely inspired plan to build relationships, 
organize people, utilize assets and liberate 

congregations for the thriving of communities
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E nergy needed to create something new is less 
than energy needed to create change. Campus 
pastor Mitch Buhman credits Rev. Spencer 

Smith with that statement. They both agreed it was 
a motivating factor of why First UMC in Kearney 
launched a new site. The two were conducting a 
workshop on multi-site ministry the evening before 
annual conference started. 
 Smith explained the statement using coffee. Like 
many churches, First offers coffee in the morning 
as a means of hospitality. Recently a few people in 
the church started considering upping their coffee 
game – a different brewing method, a higher grade 
of coffee, different cups. That brought up a lot of 
questions. What’s wrong with Folgers? Why have 
paper cups when Styrofoam are cheaper? What if 
the faithful servant who has been taking care of the 
coffee for years is offended or feels unappreciated at 
new people taking over? Isn’t our coffee fine the way 
it is? We are giving it away for free. 
 “It made me think how if it takes that much energy 
to change coffee, how much energy would it take to 
change something that is actually significant?” 
Smith said. 
 First is 150 years old and has been in its “new” 
building since 2001. Smith was appointed there in 
2012. He describes it as a church with a tremendous 
legacy but not necessarily one that is steeped in 
innovation. The congregation size had plateaued to 
around 400 people in 2009. 
 They tried starting a new worship service in a 
prayer room. It built some momentum and had 
more than 50 people in worship. At that point 
Smith started talking to his district superintendent, 
expressing that he thought the church was ready to 
start something new. 
 That worship service in the prayer room became 
the incubator for the new site launch team. The 

new service was launched at Dogwood Elementary 
School, just four miles from the (highway) 92 
campus. The site is called Westside. 
 The church pays the school $25 per hour per room 
used. Worship is in the gym. They set-up pipe- 
and-drape to manage light and sound and give the 
worship experience a more intimate feel. 
 Smith credits Buhman with being cheap and 
keeping the budget in order. The initial bid for lights, 
pipe-and-drape and sound came in at $68,000. They 
said no thanks and went to work on putting what 
they needed together themselves. 
 They paid $5,000 for sound board. The quote had 
them spending $5,000 just for the sound board 
controller. For the controller they use an iPad. 
Rather than $32,000 for lights they spent $4,000. 
They did pipe and drape themselves and found chairs 
at half price.  
 They did splurge on the coffee, upgrading to Kansas 
City Roasterie, served in real mugs. After the service 
Buhman takes the mugs home to wash them. 
 “It takes eight minutes,” he said. 
 All of the equipment is kept in one locked trailer. 
It’s like backpacking. They don’t want to move 
around extra stuff. If something is in the trailer for a 
couple of weeks without being used, it comes out of 
the trailer. 
 One advantage of using rented space is that they 
are coming into a clean space each week.
 “Your clutter doesn’t pile up,” Buhman said.  
 The work involved has been a part of fellowship for 
the worship team. From the first Sunday people have 
stacked their own chairs after worship. 
 “You get instant involvement from people on their 
first day there,” Smith said. 
 The new site has certainly helped First break past 
its plateau. So far this year the church is averaging 
550 in attendance.

New is Easier 
than Change
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M issional Communities are 
described as communities meeting 

outside the walls of the church 
without an intention of those persons 
ever being a formal part of the church. 
It is being Christ in the community, 
not bringing or programming Christ 
in the community. 
 Much of the missional communities 
movement has grown out of the lack 
of people participating in traditional 
church. For whatever reason many 
people have rejected the concept of 
church and have found a new spiritual 
home outside of the church. These 
groups are not intended to provide a 
gateway to the church but to provide 
a place of gathering and community, 
spiritual and not, for whomever feels 
led to participate. 
 Rev. Winter Hamilton and Nicki 
Reinhardt-Swierk worked together 
at Manchester UMC in St. Louis to 
create Shared Streets. They presented 
a workshop on the missional 
community the night before Annual 
Conference session. 
 Shared Streets describes itself as a 
collection of young adults working 
to create space and connection 

in south St. Louis City. Through 
a combination of small groups, 
classes and outings, Hamilton and 
Reinhardt-Swierk have created 
a community that is “… normal, 
counter-cultural, DIY, non-binary, 
non-normative, creative and 
experiential people making space 
for all those who also feel like they 
don’t fit.” 
 Gatherings occur in coffee shops, 
bars, homes and gardens. Activities 
range include Bible studies, gardening, 
art, prayer/meditation, knitting and 
attending a variety of dramatic and 
music performances.  People who 
engage have felt not just excluded from 
church but abandoned and shunned. 
Shared Streets has been successful in 
creating a community that knows they 
are loved and accepted by God, even if 
they have no faith in God. 
 There are three main components to 
creating a missional community: data 
tracking, leadership development and 
the determination not to let tokenism 
and colonialism into the mix. 
 Data tracking is important to gage 
the progress of the program, and 
Shared Streets included tracking 

deepening 
involvement. This 
data becomes 
critical in raising 
money. Leadership 
training creates 
leaders who work 
with staff to 
develop programs/
classes that are what the community 
is asking for. Goals are set, and there 
is an expectation of meeting those 
goals. 
 One of the most important things 
to remember is that no church 
should go into this ministry with an 
attitude of fixing or saving people, 
Hamilton said. Building relationships 
with people outside the walls of the 
church, as Christ in the community 
is the goal. Not just meeting people 
where they are but honoring them in 
their own space, without trying to 
recreate your space.

Winter Hamilton
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“WE’VE CHANGED THE ENTIRE NARRATIVE OF 
CONGREGATIONAL EXCELLENCE,” 
REV. ROGER ROSS SAID. 

As director of the Center for Congregational 
Excellence for the past year, Ross has made new 

places for new people his key focus. He reminded the 
body that a year ago he told the Annual Conference that 
some churches just do better jobs than others in reaching 
new people.
 The goal now, he explained, is to help all churches 
understand that they can be involved in establishing 
new places that will draw new people. Five kinds of new 
places give churches plenty of options:
1. Small groups
2. Recovery ministries
3. Missional communities
4. New worship services
5. New church or multi-site
 Grants from $2,000 to $100,000 are available for 
each of these. Go online to www.moumethodist.org/
newplacesgrants to apply. “We want to put our money 
where our mouth is,” Ross said.
 The need for new places and new people is vital today. 
He said that between 2014 and 2017 the Missouri 
Conference lost 2,300 members each year. However, last 
year the decline was only 1,400.
 He believes that efforts to grow the church are best if 
they come from the bottom up. In other words, the local 
church does the best job establishing new places. This 
approach is organic.
 “The material cannot create the spiritual,” Ross said. 
“Only God can do that.” It takes spiritual discernment to 
know how much money will fan the flames rather than 
smother it.
 Multiplying Kingdom Impact replaces the Healthy 
Church Initiative. This is the next generation of a 
transformation process designed to help churches shift 
from a mindset of addition to multiplication and look 
beyond a focus on the local church to the Kingdom 
impact a body of believers can have on their community, 
region and the wider world.
 Supporting all these efforts is the Congregational 
Excellence Prayer Team. Anyone can sign up for these at 
www.moumethodist.org/subscribe. 
 He said it is no accident that Annual Conference 
this year is on Pentecost weekend. “What would it be 
like if we had a thousand people every day praying for 
multiplication of churches?” he asked.
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The Back 
Story

Y
ou don’t even have to be United 
Methodist to be familiar with the debate 
about how the denomination relates 
to, regulates, or restricts churches and 

clergy regarding same-sex marriage and homosexual 
clergy. What is missing from most of those 
discussions, though, is the basic knowledge of how 
the United Methodist Church got to this point in the 
conversation and how it has dealt with divisive issues 
in the past. Rev. Dr. Lovett Weems brought exactly 
that to the Missouri Annual Conference, with a fact-
filled presentation on the topic on Saturday morning. 
 Many in Missouri know Weems as the former 
president of Saint Paul School of Theology. He 
is currently employed at Wesley Seminary in 
Washington, D.C. where he serves as a professor 

“Our unity has never been, 

and can never be, based 

on anything but Jesus Christ. 

May God guide and lead 

us in the time ahead.”
LOVETT WEEMS
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of church leadership and founding director/senior 
consultant of Wesley's G. Douglass Lewis Center for 
Church Leadership. He is a retired of the Missouri 
Conference. 
 Weems started his presentation at the beginning. 
In the early 1970s, discrimination and sometimes 
acts of violence against homosexuals garnered 
attention in the U.S. and was part of public 
discourse. The first time the United Methodist 
Church took any stance or voice relating to 
homosexuality was at General Conference in 1972, 
when there was a proposal to include a statement 
that homosexuals are people of sacred worth. This 
passed, with an additional statement added to it that 
the practice of homosexuality is incompatible with 
Christian teaching. 
 The next time General Conference met in 
1976, same-sex marriage was banned. At General 
Conference in 1984, language was added to the 
Book of Discipline that no self-avowed homosexuals 
could be ordained. At General Conference in 1988, 
language was added that banned United Methodist 
clergy from doing same-sex weddings and United 
Methodist Church from hosting same-sex weddings. 
 All of that discussion preceded by decades the first 
legal same-sex marriage in the United States, which 
happened in 2004. Many states began adopting 
same-sex marriage after 2004, with 70 percent of 
the U.S. population living in states with same-sex 
marriage by 2014. In 2015 the U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down state bans on same-sex marriage, 
legalizing it in all 50 states. 
 In 2016, the General Conference requested 
guidance from the Council of Bishops on all issues 
in the Book of Discipline related to sexuality. The 
Council of Bishops formed the Commission on the 

Way Forward, composed of people on opposite sides 
of the debate as well as centrist. The Commission 
advocated for a One Church Plan, which would 
loosen restrictions and allow Board of Ordained 
Ministry to use their own discretion in who they 
ordain, and allow clergy and churches to make their 
own decisions regarding same-sex marriage, without 
compelling anyone to act contrary to his or her 
position. A special session of General Conference 
was called in February 2019 in St. Louis to approve 
a plan. Two-thirds of the U.S. delegates approved 
the One Church Plan, but it was rejected largely 
by delegates from Africa, a growing contingent. 
A Traditional Plan was passed with a 53 percent 
majority, which puts into place mandatory sentencing 
of clergy who perform same-sex weddings, as well 
as mandatory discipline of bishops who allow self-
avowed homosexuals to follow their call to ministry. 

GOVERNANCE ISSUES
After laying out the history, Weems shifted gears. 
He noted that apart from all the talk back and forth 
about homosexuality, some people believe an even 
larger issue at hand is one of governance. It comes 
down to whether General Conference should be 
imposing specific restrictions on annual conferences. 
 “Annual conferences are older than General 
Conference. General Conference was created by 
annual conferences to deal with limited things 
of General nature,” Weems said. “The annual 
conference is the only body that can determine 
someone will be clergy in Missouri, and the Annual 
conference is the only body that can take away 

“We, in our current opinions, are not the center of the universe. 

Most of what United Methodism is today was achieved before 

any of us were on the scene. Elect delegates you trust, but then 

tell them to find a way to honor conscientious yet live together. 
LOVETT WEEMS
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clergy standing. It seems to me that the General 
Conference over a number of years has taken upon 
itself greater and greater responsibilities.”
 Next, Weems took a look at how Methodists have 
dealt with divisive issues before. The typical response 
is for the side seeking change to reject, resist and 
advocate. Sometimes the church divides by one side 
leaving. This happened numerous times in issues 
related to race and slavery. 
 Although those major splits around slavery are 
most often compared to the divisiveness in the 
church today, there are many other issues that have 
caused discontent in the Methodists. 
 From 1884 to 1928 Methodist clergy were 
prohibited from performing a marriage for anyone 
who had been divorced. From 1880 to 1968 clergy 
were prohibited from smoking. In 1888 Kansas, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, Pittsburgh and the Rock 
River Conferences sent to first women to General 
Conference to serve as delegates. After days of debate 
the women were sent back home without having been 
seated at the Conference. 
 Although Weems said he wasn’t in Missouri to 
share his own opinions or position, he couldn’t 
conceal his disdain for the mandatory sentencing 
requirements recently passed in the Traditional 
Plan. He said there are many areas of the Book of 
Discipline that are not forcibly imposed. If strict 
legalism regarding the Book of Discipline is the 
new posture, it will create havoc. He noted the 
prohibition on rebaptism is in the Book of Discipline 
right next to the prohibition on same-sex marriage. 
 “If we’re going to move to a time where bishops 
have no room for grace, in Missouri you’re going to 
lose a lot more clergy over rebaptisms than you ever 
will over same-sex unions,” Weems said. 
 Recently Weems has been researching a lot about 
the breakups that occurred within the Methodist 
Church over slavery. 
 “When you read about the breakup and the 
proceedings that led to the reuniting there is 
a noticeable absence of any serious historical, 
theological or Biblical implications in their decision 
making,” Weems said. “In the debate today, notice 
how seldom you hear the words of Jesus, or of John 
Wesley, quoted when people are making their 
points. People are turning to their social or political 
preferences as if that’s where they find God’s will.”
 Weems is troubled by people not looking to 
leadership within the church for guidance. 
 “I’ve known countless people who are more 
conservative than Christian. I’ve known people who 
are more liberal than they are Christian,” Weems 

said. “When their faith asks them to consider a 
position that is different than their favorite political 
commentator on TV or the radio, the politics win. 
They ask the church to change to fit their politics. 
They don’t ask the politician to change to fit their 
church.”
 Weems mourns the energy that has gone into the 
debate and the talks of division and dissolution. 
He said people have asked him if they know of 
any instance of people who have been successful 
in engaging these issues and keeping their faith 
together. He said there are thousands examples of 
just that all around us. 
 “99 out of 100 of our churches figured this out a 
long time ago,” Weems said. “The people of their 
congregations don’t agree, but they live together, pray 
together and continue to do God’s work. I haven’t 
found a church member yet who believes someone 
who disagrees with them should be put out of their 
church, and I haven’t found one that is interested in 
telling a church down the road what they should or 
shouldn’t do.” 
 Weems is concerned about the debate being driven 
by the extremes on both ends. He called on people to 
consider how they got to where they are today. 
 “How many of you are worshipping in a church 
started before you were born?” he asked, and most of 
the hands in the room went up. “We in our current 
opinions are not the center of the universe. Most of 
what United Methodism is today was achieved before 
any of us were on the scene. Elect delegates you trust, 
but then tell them to find a way to honor conscience 
yet live together. Our unity has never been, and can 
never be, based on anything but Jesus Christ. May 
God guide and lead us in the time ahead.” 
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T he Missouri Conference set a record for 
apportionment giving last year with 89.32 percent 
of apportionments paid. That is important because 

72 percent of all apportionments paid stay in Missouri. 
A total of 602 churches paid 100 percent of their 
apportionments last year, with 12 churches paying 
more than 100 percent. The Mid-State District had the 
highest district payout with a total of 97.43 percent paid.  
 “I am deeply appreciative of the Missouri Annual 
Conference,” director of finance and administration 
Nate Beneking said. He added he was pleased to be 
part of an annual conference that is so generous, not 
only with apportionments but extra-mile giving such as 
Puerto Rico, Mozambique and other areas.
 The Conference remains committed to maintaining 
a flat budget, with only a 0.3% increase in proposed 
apportionments for 2020. Most of that increase comes 
in general church support with Conference support 
decreasing by 0.1 percent. The total budget approved at 
Annual Conference Session was $13,902,431.  
 “We want to make sure our budget properly aligns our 
resources with our mission and that funding is adequate 
to effectively pursue that mission,” he said.
 Because of the number of claims made for health 
insurance in 2017-18 year, there will be a composite 
increase in the premium of 9.2 percent. However, he 
reported that the local church’s contribution to full-time 
clergy medical and dental health insurance plans will 
remain unchanged at $8,900 for 2020. The Conference 
contribution will increase to $1,087 for a total defined 
contribution of $9,987. Clergy also will pay an additional 
amount for the top, gold healthcare plans through 
payroll withholding. Costs for health insurance will 
continue to be shared between the local church, the 
individual and the conference.
 The clergy support team encouraged clergy to continue 
to participate in the wellness incentive programs including 
Virgin Healthmiles, the Health Quotient questionnaire 
and the annual Quest Diagnostic blood screening, all 
of which can earn cash incentives for participants. The 
constantly changing health insurance plans can be very 
confusing, Berneking said. He is planning on presenting 
another benefits roadshow this fall.
 Pension plans are fully funded on an actuarial basis, 
Berneking reported. The plans have been reviewed 
by Wespath Benefits and Investments, the plan 
administrator and have been found to be adequately 
funded.
 Tom Ventura of the Clergy Support Team 
recommended that the pre-1982 annuity rate for 2020 be 
set at $664 for each service year. The recommendation 

was approved by the Conference.
 Berneking reminded churches 
that, because of the 2017 
changes to the federal tax law, 
reimbursements for moving 
expenses are now taxable. 
Churches that reimburse pastors 
for moving expenses must report 
the amount on W-2 forms.

TRUSTEES REPORT ON CHURCH CLOSURES
Ivan James presented the report from the Conference 
Board of Trustees. It included a recommendation for the 
closure of nine churches. “We are aware of the difficulty 
and emotions involved in the decision to close these 
churches,” he said. “We want to make sure you know 
we appreciate all that is being done in our churches and 
to celebrate their years of ministry.” Churches that have 
closed in the preceding year including the following. 

Gateway Regional District: 
• Highcrest
• The Word at Shaw

Northwest District:
• Willow Row

Ozarks District:
• Hurley
• Rogersville 

Southeast District:
• Caruth
• Coldwater Chapel

Southwest District:
• Golden City
• Simsberry

 After the motion passed, he asked for a moment of 
silence to reflect on the ministries that have been done 
by these churches and all who have served there. “Thank 
God for all that God has done for us through these 
churches, and thank God for all that will be done in 
churches throughout the conference,” he said. 
 James also noted that the Conference Trustees are 
developing policies to protect data for individuals and 
churches, especially data maintained in electronic forms 
or media. “We want to make sure this information needs 
to remain secure,” he said.

Ivan James
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I t may be a first for Missouri 
Annual Conference 
delegation elections: The 

entire General Conference clergy 
delegation was elected on one 
ballot. 
 In one hour and 15 minutes 
the Missouri clergy elected its 
delegates to the 2020 General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences. 
On the first round of voting, all 
six clergy delegates to General 
Conference were selected: Andy 
Bryan, Emanuel Cleaver III, 
Kim Jenne, Matt Miofsky, Sally 
Haynes and Trista Soendker 
Nicholson. 
 On the first ballot of 
Jurisdictional delegation clergy 
voting, four delegates were 
elected: Cody Collier, Nate 
Berneking, Charity Goodwin, 
and Lori Lampert. 
 A motion was made by Kirby 
Holbrook to suspend voting and 
select the next two highest vote 
getters. Speeches against the 
motion came from Barbara Phifer 
and Larry Williams. Both cited 
the critical importance of this 
election and that every delegate 
should be selected by vote. The 
motion failed and on the second 
ballot the final two delegates 
were elected: Choongho Kwon 
and Joel Kidwell.

 The first round of voting for the 
alternate delegates failed to elect 
any delegates. Linda Gastreich 
was selected on the next ballot, 
and again a motion was made to 
select the next highest candidate. 
This motion was made by Andy 
Blacksher. One speech against 
by Meghan Riegerix who voiced 
a concern that more centrist and 
conservative voices were being 
shut out and there would not be 
true balance in the delegation 
without more diverse voices. 
After a hand vote failed to 
provide a reliable count, the 
electronic voters were employed 
for a vote of 129 for and 225 
against, causing the motion 
to fail. 
 On the next round of voting, 
Hank Jenkins was elected to 
complete the delegations to 
General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences. 
 All of the clergy delegates 
were from the slate proposed 
by the MO UMC Next 
organization, which is committed 
to eliminating discriminatory 
language and the restrictions 
and penalties in the Discipline 
regarding LGBTQ persons. For 
more information about MO 
Next UMC, go to the website 
www.moumcnext.org. 

 At the conclusion of the clergy 
election Missouri Bishop Bob 
Farr acknowledged the hurt and 
anger some may be experiencing 
and encouraged all to support 
and love each other through this 
process. He offered a blessing 
on the delegates as they were 
formally presented to the clergy.
 The laity election, which had 
occurred a few hours earlier, took 
a few more ballots than the clergy 
but had similar results. The laity 
elected the General Conference 
delegation in five ballots. On the 
first ballot Amy Thompson of 
Woods Chapel (Lee’s Summit) 
was elected with 400 votes and 

Elections Go Down 
in Record Time
BY SUSAN SNEED & FRED KOENIG
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Ivan James of Asbury (St. Louis) 
was elected with 287 votes. Jill 
Wondel of First UMC (Sikeston) 
was elected on the second 
ballot. Collette Cummings of 
Maplewood UMC (St. Louis) 
was elected on the third ballot. 
Jon Copeland of Lafayette Park 
(St. Louis) was elected on the 
fourth ballot. Steve DeWilde of 
Central UMC (Kansas City) was 
elected on the fifth ballot. 
 For the Jurisdictional 
delegation Randy Biggerstaff of 
The Way (Wentzville) was elected 
on the first ballot. Jon Gray of 
Centennial (Kansas City) and 
Margie Briggs of Calhoun UMC 
were elected on the second ballot. 
Abby Wimberly of Northern 
Boulevard UMC (Independence), 
Joshua Krakos of Webster Groves 
UMC and Brian Hammons of 
Schweitzer UMC (Springfield) 
were elected on the fourth 
ballot.   
 Jeff Fothergill made a motion 
to accept the next two highest 
vote getters as alternates to 
jurisdictional conference. This 

passed by a voice vote, making 
Larry Fagan of Good Shepherd 
UMC (Kansas City) and Hannah 
Shanks of Webster Hills UMC 
(Webster Groves) the alternate 
delegates to jurisdictional 
conference.  Hammons and 
Fagan, both of whom have been 
Missouri Conference lay leaders 
and served on multiple General 
Conference delegations, were the 
only ones elected who were not 
part of the MO Next UMC slate. 
 This year’s delegation is 
diverse. The General Conference 
delegation is 50 percent female, 
and the Jurisdictional delegation 
is 43 percent female. It includes 
eight people of color, two deacons 
and represents seven of the nine 
Missouri Conference districts. 
It includes several people who 
have been to at least one General 
or Jurisdictional Conference 
before as well as new people to 
the process. And, it includes a 
span of generations, from Baby 
Boomers, Gen Xers, Millennials 
and even two members from Gen 
Z who are 20 and 23 years old.

 Soon after Annual Conference 
Session Larry Fagan resigned 
from the delegation. He shared 
that the reserve delegate position 
has usually been used as an 
opportunity to train young people 
who may have an opportunity 
to serve on the delegation in the 
future. He hopes the Missouri 
Conference can give someone else 
that opportunity. 
 “I withdrew to make room for 
a younger person with a fresh 
perspective,” Fagan said. “It’s 
not about us as individuals … it’s 
about the Kingdom. It’s about 
offering the love and saving 
Grace of Jesus to anyone who 
hasn’t experienced it.  It’s about 
finding fresh, relevant ways to 
accomplish the Mission.”
 It is unclear at this time what 
process can be used to replace 
a reserve delegate who has 
resigned. 
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C onference Lay Leader Amy Thompson put meat 
on the bones of the 2019 conference goals as she 

ticked off one set of numbers after another.
 Most Missouri United Methodists are quite 
familiar with those three goals, which have been 
highlighted throughout the past year: new places 
for new people, pathway out of poverty and new 
missional leaders.
 She explained that laity across the conference 
have been actively supporting these goals.
• In the past year local churches established 512 

new places and connected to more than 2,000 
new people.

• Working for a Pathway out of poverty, 20 
churches expanded partnerships 
and 34 formed new partnerships. 
In all, Methodist Churches in 
Missouri touched 765 schools.

• The third goal saw 1,161 new 
missional leaders step up.

 Thompson said that FAN — an 
acronym for Face to face, Asking 
questions and Networking — has 
been used by many laity to aid their 
conversations about starting something new. The 
technique is valuable in implementing all three 
conference goals.
 She is encouraged by the strong turnout for the 
livestreamed event “Called: God’s Purpose for You 
as Laity in the Church,” led by the Rev. Dr. Ken 
Nash on April 13. Two hundred and seventy-five 
people gathered at 16 Missouri locations to hear 
how laity are key to starting a new worship service, 
launching a multisite campus or starting a new 
ministry. 
 Goals for next year include putting 100,000 
books into the hands of 100,000 children and 
seeking 600 new missional leaders. 

 Thompson admitted to struggling and becoming 
emotionally distant after the Special Session 
of General Conference. She said that her daily 
devotionals and conversations helped. 
 “My intent is to be present and open in 
conversations with people across the Conference,” 
she said. “I stand before you today hoping to 
provide leadership.”
 She called for a return to loving God and a return 
to loving our neighbors. “We must avoid being 
paralyzed by fear and instead embrace loving all 
people.”
 Thompson referred to Martin Buber’s proposition 
that two word pairs help to define humans: I-It 

and I-Thou. The I-It pair sees 
people as objects while the I-Thou 
pair sees each person as a unique 
child of God. Ultimately, all 
our relationships bring us into 
relationship with God, who is the 
eternal Thou. 
 “My world and your world,” she 
said, “are connected by a sacred 

space, and that space is God.”
 “I know these are uncertain times,” she observed, 
alluding to the title of Bishop Farr’s opening 
message service on Friday. She also referred to 
the same scripture he emphasized, Isaiah 43, 
particularly verse 5, “Don’t be afraid: I am with 
you.”
 A slide in her presentation summarized her main 
message: “Put on your clothes of love, compassion, 
humility, kindness and go out into this world and 
show what it looks like to forgive.”
 Thompson is beginning her fourth year as 
conference lay leader. Her home church is Wood’s 
Chapel in Lee’s Summit in the Heartland District.

Thompson lifts up laity successes 
in accomplishing conference goals

“Put on your clothes of 
love, compassion, humility, 

kindness, and go out into this 
world and show what it 

looks like to forgive.”
AMY THOMPSON
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O ne year into a partnership with the Iglesia Metodista 
de Puerto Rico, the Missouri Annual Conference 
has made considerable progress in helping with 

the recovery effort from Hurricane Maria. Rev. Lucas 
Endicott, Senior Mission Strategist, reported the 
Conference has nearly met its fundraising goal of 
$150,000. This year, nearly 50 work teams from the 
Conference will travel to Puerto Rico. In fact, the 
Missouri Conference has sent 25% of all the teams from 
across the denomination which have gone to Puerto Rico.
 “Behind all these statistics are stories of transformation. 
While we have been helping rebuild, we also have 
benefitted greatly from our brothers and sisters in Puerto 
Rico,” he said.
 A representative from the Iglesia Metodista de Puerto 
Rico, Glorymar Rivera Baez, expressed thanks for the 
Missouri Conference’s participation. She grew up as 
the daughter of a Methodist pastor and thought she 
knew what connection was. But the idea of connection 
is abstract, she said, until you see it in action. “I truly 
understood what a connectional system is after Hurricane 
Maria,” she said. “The response from Methodists around 
the world, but particularly from the U.S., was wonderful.”
 The Puerto Rico church received communication and 
prayers from throughout the connection. One of the first 
was from Endicott and the Missouri Conference. Baez 
said they thought they were prepared to respond to a 
disaster, but after Hurricane Maria, the devastation was 
so extensive they were unable to open a single collection 
or distribution center.
 In addition to response from several United Methodist 
conferences, the Puerto Rico church is working with 
UMCOR and FEMA. They are doing work in 24 
municipalities. She said more than 800 volunteers 
from across the Methodist connection have served in 
Puerto Rico. 
 The recovery effort has three areas of emphasis: recovery 
of communities, recovery of churches and development 
of a community outreach plan. “If we don’t have a 
healthy community system, when another hurricane or 
natural disaster hits, we will not have the capacity or the 
resiliency to respond,” Baez said. The church has trained 
200 lay leaders to be prepared for any future disaster, 
with a goal of training 500 in the next year. “Partnership 
with the Missouri Conference has been very helpful in 
accomplishing these goals,” she reported. Learn more at 
www.volunteerinpuertorico.org.
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R ev. Tina Harris, director of Mission, Service and 
Justice Ministry introduced the resolution and 

invited the author, Rev. Dr. Kyle Butler to formally 
present it to the Conference. 
 Resolution 1 will provide $30,000 to congregations 
desiring to create ministries specifically for the 
LGBTQIA+ community, or by lifting up persons from 
that community into missional leadership. This resolution 
is presented in reaction to the 2019 special session 
of General Conference, which voted to reinforcing 
Discipline language that both condemns and embraces 
the LGBTQIA+ community. While being barred from 
full participation in the church, the church is still called 
to be in ministry to LGBTQIA+ community. Funds from 
Resolution 1 would fulfill that mandate.
 Harris moved for the adoption of the resolution and 
there were several seconds from the floor. The rules allow 
for five speeches for each side, for and against, with a two 
minutes limit for each speech.
 Butler, as the author of the resolution spoke first for the 
resolution citing the troubled feelings within his church, 
Mt. Zion (St. Louis) after the special session of General 
Conference in February and realizing he was failing 
to be radically hospitable by not being a church for the 
LGBTQIA+ community.
 Rev. Ron Watts of La Croix (Cape Girardeau) spoke 
to support the resolution and called for the question, 
to discontinue debate and proceed with the vote on the 
resolution. It was decided to proceed with the vote and 
the resolution was passed with a voice vote. There were 
several no votes, however.

resolution for inclusive 
ministry passes

BY SUSAN SNEED
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UMW 13TH ANNUAL MISSION WALK
Each year during Annual Conference Session the United Methodist Women get up early for a neighborhood 
stroll. Mission Walk t-shirts were sold at the UMW Booth at Annual Conference Session for $20. The shirts 
were paid for out of the UMW budget so all the proceeds from the sale go directly to mission. 

This year the Mission Walk started at 6:45 a.m. on Sunday, June 9, at the Expo Center in Springfield and 
concluded with breakfast at The Downtown Church (https://thedowntown.church). The Downtown Church 
was previously a second campus of Wesley UMC, but on Sunday after Annual Conference Session Missouri 
Bishop Bob Farr went there for a chartering service, in which it became its own new church. 
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$13,365 FOR PATHWAY OUT OF POVERTY
This offering was given during the opening worship 
service on Friday. Empowering the next generation 
for a different tomorrow is one of the Conference’s 
priorities. The Pathway Out of Poverty initiative dreams 
of supporting children in Missouri with resources for 
increased literacy and school success. Contributions 
support resources for local church initiatives, training 
and holy conferencing as the Missouri Conference seeks 
to make a transformative difference in lives of children 
across the state 

$21,739 FOR PUERTO RICO
This offering was given during the memorial service on 
Saturday, and means the Missouri Conference surpassed 
the goal of giving $150,000 to Puerto Rico for hurricane 
recovery that was set during Annual Conference Session 
in 2018. The total given to Puerto Rico was $165,471 in 
cash donations in the past year. An additional $30,000 
was given specifically for vehicles. 

Missouri Conference Mission Strategist Lucas Endicott 
also reported that the Missouri Conference has not just 
donated monetarily but has also given generously of their 
time and talents by sending 58 volunteer teams to aid 
in disaster recovery. These teams also bolstered the local 
economy by paying for transportation, accommodations 
and food. Plans are currently under development to 
celebrate the completion of the Missouri Conference’s 
role in aiding in Puerto Rico’s hurricane recovery. 

$20,837 FOR MOZAMBIQUE
As the Missouri Conference’s hurricane recovery 
work in Puerto Rico draws to a close, the work is just 
beginning in assisting Mozambique with recovery from 
a disastrous spring. In late March, Mozambique was 
hit by one of the worst cyclones to make landfall in 
the southern hemisphere. The nation lost millions of 
acres of crops, countless homes and public buildings, 
and experienced hundreds of storm-related deaths. 
Disaster recovery resources were released immediately 
as the Missouri Conference Mozambique Initiative 
works closely with the United Methodist Conferences 
in Mozambique. Resources for long-term recovery 
continue to be in short supply. Donations to the effort 
can be made by mailing a check payable to the Missouri 
Annual Conference with “Mozambique Disaster 
Recovery” in the subject line to Missouri Annual 
Conference, 3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO 65202, 
or by giving online at www.mzinitiative.com. 
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2019 MISSOURI CONFERENCE APPOINTMENTS

AF Affi  liate Member
AM Associate Member
BI Bishop
CL Certifi ed Lay Minister
DM Diaconal Minister
DR Retired Diaconal Minister
FD Deacon in full connection
FE Elder in full connection
FL Full-time Local Pastor
LA Leave of Absence

OA Associate member of another conference
OD Deacon member of another conference
OE Elder member of another conference
OF Full member of another denomination
PD Provisional Deacon
PE Provisional Elder
PL Part-time Local Pastor
PM Provisional Member
RA Retired Associate Member
RD Retired Deacon in full connection

RE Retired Elder in full connection
RF Retired from another denomination
RI Retired inactive from another conference
RL Retired Local Pastor
RM Retired full, associate or probationary member
RO Retired clergy from another conference
SP Student Local Pastor
SY Supply Pastor
TBA To Be Appointed
TBS To Be Supplied

Th e following directory is a listing of persons related to the Missouri Conference as of July 1, 2019. Th e codes indicate the status of each clergy person’s membership 
in the annual conference. Names which appear in bold type are new assignments. 

GATEWAY CENTRAL DISTRICT
Robin Bell, District Superintendent (FE) (1)

Arlington – Daniel Shanks (FE) (1) (as of 11/1/19)
Asbury – Ivan James III (CL) (8)
Bellefontaine – Glen P. Connoley (FE) (8)
Beloved Community: Kevin M. Kosh (FE) (4)
Bethel – Bobby Ray Seaman (FE) (1)
Cedar Grove (Robertsville) – Michael Duane

McDowell (PL) (2)
Christ Community-Michelle McGhee (FE) (15)
Concord Trinity-Richard Northcutt (FE) (3)

Associate Pastor, Discipleship Formation – 
Laura C. Taylor (FD) (9)
Associate Pastor, Older Adult Ministry – 
Libby ( Jan) Reimers (RL) (8)

Cuba – Paula Brookshier to (PE) (2)
Elevation – Daniel W. Taylor (FE) (10)
Eureka – Tim G. Schulte (AM) (3)
Fenton – Lee A. Porch (FE) (4)
First (Bourbon) – Alecia Fischer (FD) (1)
First (Union) – Matthew Riley (FL) (2)
First (Washington) – Troy Merseal (FL) (2)
Grace (St. Louis) – Kathryn Nix (FE) (1)
Grace (Sullivan) – Donna Schofi eld Dolle (PL) (2)
Gray Summit – Matthew Riley (FL) (2)
Harmony – Nathan R. Hopping (FL) (6)

St. Louis Korean-Myeonggyun Lee (OE) (8)
Immanuel (Senate Grove) – Douglas Booth (PL) (3)
Kirkwood- Katie Trinter (FE) (2)

Associate Pastor – Jess Horsley (PE) (1)
Lafayette Park/Centenary – Kathleen F. Wilder (FE) (13)
La Trinidad – José Marino Chacón Mayorga (PE) (10)
Leslie/Casco/Champion City – Mary Avizenis (RL) (2)
Lewis Memorial Chapel – Mary Ann Cieslak (PL) (2)
Living Word – David Israel (FE) (2)

Executive Pastor – Gregory P. Finfrock (FE) (12)
Associate Pastor, Children’s Ministries –
Brenda J. Stobbe (FD) (9)

Manchester – Robert Andrew Bryan (FE) (1)
Pastor of Congregational Care – Stephanie 
S. Lendt (FE) (12)
Pastor of Young Adult Ministries – 
Tiff any (Winter) DeGraaf-Hamilton (FD) (5)
Pastor of Administration – Phillip M. Estes (FD) (7)
Pastor of Faith Formation – James Peich (PE) (3)

Maplewood – Diana Kim Shirar (FE) (11)
Mt. Olive (Robertsville) – Michael Duane 

McDowell (PL) (3)
Mt. Zion – Kyle Butler (FE) (2)

New Covenant/Zion – Elsie Quintanilla-Perez (PE) (1)
New Haven – Douglas Booth (PL) (3)
New Hope – Steven C. Majdecki (FE) (7)
Normandy – Gloria Farr (CL) (9) 
North Hills – Mary Ann Cieslak (PL) (1) 
North Park – Sheila Bouie-Sledge (FE) (2)
Pacifi c – Tony Townley (AM) (3)
St. Andrew – Monica Jeff erson (AM) (13)   

Associate Pastor, Glen P. Connoley (FE) (1)
St. James – Alecia Fischer (FD) (1)
St. Luke’s – David Scott (FE) (2)
St. Mark’s – John M. Gregory (FE) (13)
Salem in Ballwin – Kenneth W. Gottman (RE) (6)
Salem in Ladue – Terri S. Swan (FE) (12)

Associate Pastor, Th e Connection Site 
Katrina I. Drew (FE) (3)
Executive Pastor, Deborah P. LeMoine (FD) (2)

     Associate Pastor of Modern Worship, Tim 
Power (FL) (3)

Samaritan – Ivan James III (CL) (5)
Th e Gathering – Matthew T. Miofsky (FE) (14)

Associate Pastor, McCausland Site Pastor – 
Samuel (Matt) M. Fulmer (FL) (6)
Associate Pastor, Clayton Site Pastor – 
Yvi M. Martin (FE) (6)
Associate Pastor, Kelli Braggs (FL) (2)

UMC of Green Trails – Kurt R. Schuermann (FE) (4)
UMC of St. Clair/Fairview (Grubville) – 

John Hampton, Jr. (PL) (6)
Union Memorial – Cheree Trent Mills (FE) (4)
Unity – Stephanie Leonard (PL) (2)
University – Diane Kenaston (OE) (6)   
Valley Park – Jewell Brodie (CL) (3)
Webster Hills – Linda Gastreich (FE) (5)
Webster – Sharon E. Kichline (FE) (9)

331.1 Deacons Appointed Beyond the Local Church:
Chaplain, SSM Health Systems, St. Louis – 
Christine J. Dumas (FD) (8), CC: Wentzville UMC
     Secondary Appointment: Wentzville UMC
Organizer, Metropolitan Congregations United – 

Susan E. Sneed (FD) (9), CC: St. Mark’s UMC
Secondary Appointment: St. Mark’s UMC

Mercy Experience Analyst, Mercy Hospital – 
Karen K. Fields (FD) (13), CC: Salem in 
Ladue UMC
Secondary Appointment: Salem in Ladue UMC

American Red Cross – Mary Beth Elders (FD) (3), 
CC: Webster UMC

     

344.1a (1) Extension Ministries  With Annuity 
Claim on the Missouri Annual Conference:
Superintendent, Gateway Central District:
Robin Bell (FE) (1)

344.1a (3) Extension Ministries Without Annuity 
Claim on the Missouri Annual Conference:
Cooperative Youth Director, Alaska Missionary 

Conference – Kristin Saviers McGuire (PE) (1) 

344.1d Extension Ministries – Without Annuity 
Claim on the Missouri Annual Conference:
Founder, CEO & Chief of Chaplains, Th e Pneuma 
(Spirit) Center – K. Llewellyn McGhee (FE) (7), 

CC: Christ Community UMC
Director of Spiritual Care Services, Christian 
Hospital/NW Healthcare – Jill G. Walter-Penn 

(FE) (40), CC: St. Mark’s UMC
Chaplain Coordinator, St. Louis Children’s 

Hospital – Michelle K. LaGrone (PD) (7), 
CC: Union Memorial

Chaplain, SSM Health Systems – Stephanie 
Leonard (PL) (2), CC:  Th e Beloved Community

Chaplain Supervisor, Barnes-Jewish Hospital – 
Lisa Scott-Joiner (FE) (10), CC: Union 
Memorial UMC

344.4 Affi  liate Members:
Robert B. Collingwood (AF) (19) – CC: Main 

Street UMC: Bamburg, SC
Linda Horrell (AF) (25) – CC: St. John’s UMC: 

Edwardsville, IL
Kristen Leslie (AF) (9) – CC: Adrain UMC: Detroit, MI

346.1 Clergy from Other Annual Conferences:
Harold S. Morse (OE) (32) – CC: Rochester Hills 

UMC: Detroit Conference
Adam Ployd (OD) (6) – CC: Crossroads UMC: 

West Virginia Conference
Paul E. Stroble (OE) (8) – CC: Vandalia 

First UMC: IL Great Rivers Conference

346.1 Clergy Serving Other Annual Conferences:
Gresham UMC-Oregon-Idaho Conference – 

Steven W. Lewis (FE) (6), CC: Webster 
Hills UMC

354.2a (3) Leave of Absence: 
Conway B. Briscoe (FE) (13), CC: Grace 

(St. Louis) UMC
Terry L. Gallamore FE) (26), CC: Manchester UMC
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Nora Jones (FE) (3), CC: Ashland UMC
Layden Gilbert (Rocky) Marlowe, Jr. (FE) (3), CC: 
Green Trails UMC

357.1 Incapacity Leave:
Julie G. Callaghan (FE) (11), CC: Union 

UMC, Belleville, IL
Elizabeth A. Freeman (FD) (7), CC: First 

St. Charles UMC
Jeff ry C. Spaulding (FE) (9), CC: St. Luke’s UMC
Betty Sue Watson (FE) (11), CC: Manchester UMC

359.1 Honorable Location:
Terry Barber (HL) (36), CC: Manchester UMC
Robert Deckert (HL) (47), CC: St. Mark’s UMC
Ronald C. White (HL) (29), CC: Manchester UMC

359.3 Honorable Location Retired:
Walter G. Storey (HR) (22), CC: Webster Hills UMC

313.1a Leave of Absence (1992 Discipline):
M. Lynn Malone (DM) (8), CC: Webster Hills UMC

GATEWAY REGIONAL DISTRICT
District Superintendent: Linda Harris (FE) (6)

Asbury (Foley)/Makin Memorial – Paul Catterton (RE) (3)
Belgrade – David Fitzmaurice (FE) (1)
Bellfl ower – Carolyn Hoff mann (PL) (3)  
Bethel – TBS
Buell – TBS 
Caledonia/Bismarck – Richard Lasley (FE) (8)  
Centenary (Bonne Terre) – David Wiant (FL) (4)
Centennial (Elsberry) – Brenda Cockrell (SY) (1) 
Church of the Shepherd – Jon Spalding (FE) (4)

Congregational Excellence Fellowship – 
Adam Lauman (PE) (1)
Associate Pastor – Danny Lybarger (PE) (1)
Associate Pastor – Ben Rush (PD) (1)
Ceremonial Rites Pastor - TBS: Carol Meyer (RL) (8) 

College – Eric Moore (FE) (3)
Cornerstone – Mike Gillen (FE) (6) 
Desloge/Esther – Pati Robertson (FL) (3) 
Elsberry – Floyd Gudde (FL) (2)
Emmanuel – TBS
Faith (St. Charles) – Linda Pagel (FE) (4)
First (DeSoto) – Stefenie Rustige (PL) (3)
First (Festus-Crystal City) – Letisha Green (FE) (1)
First (Park Hills) – M. Edward (Eddie) Bone (FE) (25) 
First (St. Charles) – Bart Hildreth (FE) (5)

Associate Pastor – Debby Bartley (FD) (11)
First UMC-Presbyterian (Montgomery City) – 

Edward F. Hankinson (FE) (11) 
Flucom – TBS
Hematite – TBS
Herculaneum – Jimmy Sansom (RO) (1)
Hermann/Rosebud – Beth Duckworth (FE) (6) 
Hillsboro – Keith Vessell (FE) (3)
Jonesburg/Pendleton/Wellsville – Amy Armstrong 

(PL) (1)
Leadwood/Irondale – TBS
Libertyville/Doe Run – Sherie Wymore (PL) (3)
Marvin Chapel – TBS: Beth Allen (SY) (1)
Memorial – Ron Beaton (FE) (1)
Middletown – TBS 
Mineola – TBS
Mineral Point – David Lindow (OF) (1)
Morning Star – C. Michael Schreiner (FE) (22) 

Pastor of Mission and Outreach – Jennifer Long (FD) (6)
Associate Pastor – Keith Scarborough (FL) (1)
Celebrate Recovery Pastor – Shane Laswell (FL) (1)

Moscow Mills/Old Alexandria – Mark Spence (FL) (7)  

Mt. Olive (DeSoto) – Dean Sharp (RF) (1)
New Florence/Big Spring – Kim Boone (PL) (3)
New Hope (Owensville)/Woollam – Amy Turner 

(RE) (1)
Olney – TBS
Potosi – David Hedrick (PL) (1)
Shiloh (Foristell)/Pleasant Hill Memorial 

(Defi ance) – Christiane Batjer (FE) (9) 
Sligo – TBS
Smith Chapel (Elsberry) – TBS: Abby Hall (SY) (1)
Smith Creek/Central Grove – Rudy Pulido (RF) (5)
St. Andrew’s (DeSoto) – David Duncan (FL) (3)
St. Stephen – William O’Neal (FE) (4)

Pastor of Discipleship – Dianne Cochran (RE) (3)
SunRise – James Blue (FE) (16) 

Associate Pastor: Wright City Site – Rob 
Barringer (FE) (2)
Fellowship – Amie Littrell (PE) (2)

Transformation – Molly Moore (FD) (3)
Victoria – Stefenie Rustige (PL) (3)
Th e Way – Jimmy Cooper (FE) (7)
Wentzville – Mark Dumas (FE) (8)
Wesley (Troy) – Henry Brewer (OE) (14) 
Wesley (Festus)/Plattin (Festus) – Kayla Roe (PL) (2)
Wesley-Smith Chapel – Maury Clay (PL) (4)
Zion (Mapaville) – Jimmy Sansom (RO) (1)

344.1a With Annuity Claim:
Gateway Regional District Superintendent – 

Linda Harris (FE) (6), CC: SunRise
Missouri Conference Ministerial Leadership 

Recruitment Coordinator – Molly Moore (FD) 
(2), CC: Transformation

     
354.2.a – Voluntary Leave of Absence:
Stephanie Roth (FE) (12), CC: First (St. Charles)

357.1 – Medical Leave:
Carol Blackwell (FE) (5) CC: First (Festus-Crystal City)
Elizabeth Freeman (FE) (6), CC: First (St. Charles)

HEARTLAND DISTRICT
District Superintendent, James A. Simpson (FE) (5)  

Adrian/Passaic – Chris J. Sams (PE) (1)
Aldersgate (Lee’s Summit) – Christopher Williams 

(FE) (4)
Appleton City/Rockville – Larry Sorrells (FL) (2)
Archie – Poese Vatikani (FL) (1)
Atherton – Paul Bond (RE) (8)
Bethel (Hughesville)/Blackwater Chapel – 

Wes Wingfi eld (PL) (4)
Brandon – TBS
Buckner – Doug Day (PL) (1)
Calhoun/Drake’s Chapel – Margie Briggs (CL) (14)
Centennial (Kansas City) – Jason Bryles (FE) (4)

Associate – Jeff rey Williams (PE) (4)
Central – Sarah Haynes (FE) (1)
Chilhowee – Tamera Mortenson (PL) (2)
Christ – Mike Costanzo (FE) (4)
Clinton – Steve Blacksher (FE) (1)
Concordia – Liz Lindley (PL) (3)
Country Club – Keith Morgan (RE) (3)
Cole Camp – Tanner Wiley (PL) (5)
Corder – Ralph Varner (LM) (1)
Creighton – Betty Wright (PL) (7)
CrossRoads (Belton) – Sid Robbins (FE) (9)
Drexel – Orlando Gallardo Parra (FE) (2)
Fairmount – Travis Scott (PL) (4)
Faith (Grain Valley) – Mike Cassidy (FE) (3)
First (Blue Springs) – TBA

Associate – Erika Braun (PL) (1)

First (Independence) – JC Harp (FE) (4)
First (Odessa)/Wellington – David Owsley (FL) (1)
First (Sedalia) – James R. Downing, Jr. (FE) (24)

Associate – Candace Fowler (PL) (1)
First (Warrensburg) – Peter Norton (FE) (1)
Florence/Goodwill Chapel – Vonda Veale (PL) (2)
Garden City – Darren Rew (PL) (7)
Georgetown – Kenneth Cripe (PL) (19)
Glenwood Park – Deborah Jamerson (PL) (9)
Grace (Higginsville)/Lexington – Terry Cook (FE) (7)
Grace (Lee’s Summit) – Jeremy T. Vickers (FE) (16)

Associate (Oak Grove) – Tracy Carpenter (PL) (2)
Associate – Rocky Kloth (PL) (5)
Associate (Eldorado Springs) – Kevin McNeely 
(FL) (5)

Grand Avenue Temple – Cherryll Doughty (FE) (3)
Grandview – Harlan Harper (PL) (1)
Hardin – Kelley Buhrle (PL) (3) 
Harrisonville – Kevin Shelton (FE) (6)
Holden – Rob R. Allen (PL) (3)
Hope – Casey Henry (FL) (3)
Keystone/Revolution – Steve Jones (FE) (5)

Associate (Revolution) – Linda Wansing (PL) (1)
Knob Noster – Paul Smith (FE) (2)
Lake Lotawana – Chris Snyder (FE) (4)
La Monte/Eldorado – Emily Stirewalt (FE) (2)
Th e Summit (Lee’s Summit) – James Preisig (FE) (18)

Associate – Matt Kelley (FL) (1)
Associate – Ryan Schreckenghaust (FL) (1)

Leeton/Ionia – Harvey Beach (PL) (8)
Lincoln/Hickory Chapel – Renae Watt (PL) (2)
Lucas – Glenda Dethloff  (PL) (4)
Medford – Bobby Kent (PL) (9)
Mt. Tabor (Odessa) – John Churchill (RO) (13)
Mount Washington – Karen Tutak (FL) (2)
Mt. Zion (Deepwater) – David Hill (PL) (2)
Napoleon – Curtis Wilhelmsen (PL) (8)
New Bethel/Pleasant Hill (Sedalia) – Deb Galey (PL) (5)
Norris – TBS
Northern Boulevard – Sarah Wimberley (FE) (9)
Oakland (Buckner) – Homer Davidson (RA) (5)
One Spirit – Jeremey Lundergan (PL) (4)
Peculiar – Wendy Minshall (FL) (1)
Pleasant Hill – James Stanfi eld-Myers (FE) (1)
Red Bridge – Trista Soendker-Nicholson (FE) (4)

Associate – Terry Clark (PL) (9)
Resurrection (Blue Springs) – Penny Ellwood (FL) (10)
Resurrection (Downtown) – Scott Chrostek
Smithton/Lake Creek – Jason P. Veale (PL) (11)
St. Andrew (Kansas City) – Antonio Settles (FE) (6)
St. James – Emanuel Cleaver III (FE) (12)

Associate – Linda Settles (FE) (6)
Associate – Andre Fulton (PL) (5)
Associate – Danielle Quinn (PL) (3)

St. James Renaissance South Campus – 
Emanuel Cleaver III (FE) (5)

St. Johns – James E. Hoff man (FE) (7)
St. Luke’s – Steve Williams (FE) (5)
St. Mark’s (Independence) – Paula Smith (FE) (7)
St. Paul (Independence)/Blue Ridge Blvd. – 

Anchul Axelrod (FL) (4)
St. Paul’s (Raymore) – Monty Stratton (FL) (6)

Associate – Allison Predmore (FL) (2)
Sugar Creek – Loretta “Bobbie” Stone (RE) (3)
Taylor Chapel/Epworth – Calvin Pritchard (PL) (15)
Terrace Lake – Dennis Stone (PL) (3)
Trinity (Kansas City) – Tex Sample (RE) (2)
Warsaw – Loren Whetsell (FE) (4)
Wesley (Sedalia) – Dennis Harper (FE) (4)
Wesley Chapel/Woods Chapel (Odessa) – 

David Mortenson (PL) (1)
Windsor – Melvin “Pete” Hill (OF) (6)
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Woods Chapel (Lee’s Summit) – Robyn Miller (FE) (4)
Associate – Dave Hackett (RL) (6)
Associate – Brian Swanson (FL) (4)
Associate – Sherri Swanson (FL) (13)
Associate (Blue Springs Campus) – 
Mike Scott (FL) (5) 
Associate (Raytown Campus) – 
Angie Colina McNeil (FE) (2)

44.1a With Annuity Claim
Heartland District Superintendent, James 

A. Simpson (FE) (5) CC: Red Bridge
Special Asst. to the Bishop for Leadership 

Development, Cody Collier (FE) (7) 
CC: Woods Chapel (Lee’s Summit)

Life Coaching, Lia McIntosh (FE) (1) CC: St. James

344.1b  Without Annuity Claim
Chaplain, Carondelet Health, Evelyn Summers 

(FE) (19), CC: One Spirit
Chaplain, Mosaic Life Care Medical Center, Sally 

A. Schwab (FE) (30) CC: Trinity 
Chaplain, Kingswood Manor, Kathleen Danforth 

(FE) (18) CC: Trinity
Chaplain, Mayo Clinic, Yolanda Villa 

(FE) (4) CC: Red Bridge
Consultant, Horizons Stewardship, Dustin 

Cooper (FE) (8) CC: Central
Life Coaching, Lia McIntosh (FE) (1) CC: St. James
Professor, Saint Paul School of Th eology, Henry 

“Hal” Knight 111(FE) (22) CC: Red Bridge
Professor, Saint Paul School of Th eology, 

Jeanne Hoeft (FE) (12) CC: Trinity
Dean, Wesley Seminary, Robert Martin (FE) 

(7) CC: Trinity
Wesley Seminary – Lewis Center, Stephanie 

Remington (FE) (2), CC: Aldersgate

354.1 Leave of Absence:
Kevyn Amos (FE) (7)
Glenda Callicott (FD) (1) CC: 1st Independence
Sarah Hamilton (FE) (7), CC: Wesley (Sedalia)
Shelby R. Seelinger (FE) (12), CC: First 

UMC (Warrensburg)

357.1 Incapacity Leave:
Kathy Leclere (FE) (15)
Brad Reed (FE) (1)

358.1 Honorable Location:
A. Lee Edwards  CC: Hope 
C. Marcellus Hibbard  CC: First UMC (Sedalia)
Benjamin C. (Ben) Mulford CC: Grace (Lee’s Summit)
Aaron Royer CC: Grandview
Steven L. Turner  CC: First UMC (Sedalia)
Glen Wood  CC: Lee’s Summit UMC 

358.3 Honorable Location – Retired:
Don L. Beard  CC: Th e Summit (Lee’s Summit)
John Garth Leigh  CC: St. John’s (Kansas City)
Cheryl Schmeling  CC: Asbury (Prairie Village, KS)

1314 Deaconess:
Amanda Caruso-Yahne (12) CC: Trinity

MARK TWAIN DISTRICT
District Superintendent, Steve Pinnell (FE) (4)

Arch (Hannibal) – Stacie Williams (FE) (2)
Atlanta – Susan McCarty (PL) (1)
Barker – Dee Wiley (SY) (1)
Bethel – Michael “Mike” Alberts (PL) (8)
Bethlehem – Susan McCarty (PL) (1)
Bowling Green Parish: Bowling Green/Oak Grove/

Vandalia: Jon Clark (FL) (2)
Brashear – Nancy Douglas (CLM) (1)
Browning/Linneus/Haseville – TBS
Bucklin/Mt. Zion – Meghan Riegerix (PD) (2) 
Centenary (Louisiana)/Clarksville – Art Moore (FL) (6)
Clarence – Delbert Earlywine (PL) (9)
Clark County Parish: Kahoka/ Wayland/Bluff  

Springs – TBS
Dockery Chapel/Gilman City – Jim King (FL) (1)
Evangelical (Brookfi eld) – Sue Lambert (RL) (2)
First (Kirksville) – Scott Beard (FE) (3)

Momentum and Discipleship Pastor – 
Jennifer Finley (FD) (5)
Associate Pastor – Lorri Landon (PL) (1)

Gorin – Marilyn Fitzgerald (SY) (1)
Green Castle/Prairie Chapel – Benjamin Williams (PL) (2)
Grundy Center – TBS
Hydesburg (Hannibal) – Tom Lemons (PL) (1)
Immanuel (Canton) – Dawn Gerard (PE) (1)
Kendall – Virgil Clow (RA) (8)
Knox County Parish: Bee Ridge/Edina/Knox City – 

Graig Connell (FL) (4)
Lancaster/Faith (Kirksville) – HR Rogers (FL) (2)
La Plata – Cheryl Flaim (PL) (1)
Laclede/Meadville – Joe Cuminale (FL) (3)
Lewis County Faith Cooperative Parish: Centenary/

Park-Lewistown/Monticello – Carolyn Leaver 
(PL) (3)

Luray/St. Francisville – Donna Reid (SY) (1)
Macon – Carl Knapp (FE) (6)
Madison: Grace – Karen Shearer (PL) (3)
Marceline – John Pinkston III (FL) (2)
Memphis – Mary Lou Toft (FE) (2)
Mendon/Sumner – Charles Littrell (PL) (3)
Milan/Green City – Josh Ritzheimer FL (3)
Monroe City/Mt. Vernon – Olivia Earlywine (FL) (8)

Florida – Lin Donnelly (PL) (2)
Mt. Olivet/Durham/LaGrange – Brett Reith (FL) (1)
Mt. Zion – East-Cheryl Flaim (PL) (4)
Mt. Zion West – Teresa Lark (PL) (4)
North Linn County Parish: Bear Branch/Pleasant 

Grove – Sue Lambert (RL) (2)
Novinger –Raymond Magruder (SY) (1)
Palmyra – Eric Anderson (FE) (12)
Paris – Lin Donnelly (PL) (8)
Park First (Hannibal) – Jessica Foster (PE) (1)
Princeton/Mercer – Lori Kiehl (FL) (1)
Saverton – Ilasco (Hannibal) – Rich Stilley (PL) (2)
Scott’s Chapel (Hannibal) – Linda Spaun (PL) (11)
Scotland County Parish: Arbela/Downing/

Granger – Marilyn Fitzgerald (SY) (1)
Shelbina/Hunnewell – Andrew Coon (FE) (3)

Lowman Chapel – Virgil Clow (RA) (8)
Siloam Chapel/Zion: Zion – Tom Parks (PL) (1)

Siloam Chapel – TBS
South Eagle (Brookfi eld) – Arch Philips (PL) (3)
Spickard – Kathy Morrison (RE) (3)
Trinity (Brookfi eld) – Joel Kidwell (FE) (1)
Unionville – Barb Hagerla (FL) (1)
Wesley (Trenton) – Steve Martin (FL) (4)
Yarrow – TBS 
344.1 a) Extension Ministries With Annuity Claim 
on the Missouri Annual Conference: Steve Pinnell 

(FE) (4)
 
359.1 Honorable Location:
Gary L. Phillips HN (26), CC: Kirksville First

MID-STATE DISTRICT
District Superintendent, Mi Hyeon Lee (FE) (2)

Belle/Koenig – Kevin  Runge (SY) (1)
Bethel – Mary Maddox (SY) (1)
Brunswick/Keytesville/Dalton-Immanuel – 

Naftal Massela Naftal (FE) (1)
California – Eugene Moeller (FL) (3)
Camdenton – Marc Magana (FE) (23)
Centralia – Bill Schnackenberg (FL) (6)
Chamois – Sabra Paulsmeyer (SY) (1)
Community (Columbia) – Curtis Olsen (FE) (6)
     Associate Pastor – Angie Olsen (FE) (3) 
     Youth Ministries Pastor – Katilyn Walker (PL) (3) 
Court Street/Shiloh – Rebecca Dunger Peak (FE) (2)
Eldon – Joan DeBoe (FL) (2)
Fairview – Sandy Schaller (FE) (4)
Faithbridge – Andy Blacksher (FE) (3)

Iberia – Tricia Quist  (PL) 1
First ( Jeff erson City) – Trevor Dancer (FE) 1
     Associate Pastor – Karen Taylor (FE) (3)
First (Marshall) – Sandy Nenadal (FE) (7)
First (Slater) – Matt Arni (SY) (1)
Fortuna – Susan McCollegan (PL) (3) 
Gravois Mills – Lynn Facemyer (PL) (5)
Hallsville – Jim Voigt (FE) (4)
Harper Chapel – Jim Day (FE) (5)
Huntsville – Mike White (RE) (3)
Jeff erson Ave (Moberly) / West Park – Jim Crooks (RL) (2)    
Linn Creek – Richard Ginnings (OF) (2)
Linn Memorial – Jennifer Essary (FL) (2)
Malta Bend / Grand Pass – Noel Fulkerson (SY) (1)
Maple Grove – Catherine Turner (PL) (2)
McCredie – Jack Gillespie (PL) (5)
Mexico – Eric Mattson (FE) (3)
Midway Locust Grove – Kate McClain (FE) (4)
Missouri (Columbia) – Fred Leist (FE) (3)

Associate: Pastor of Discipleship, Charity Goodwin 
(FE) (5)

Nelson Memorial (Boonville) – Nick Campbell (FE) (9)
New Bloomfi eld – Jeannie Martin Dudenhoeff er (FE) (4)
New Franklin – Mike Keith (RE) (5)
New Hope (Clark)/Sturgeon/Riggs – Mike Will (FE) (5)
New Horizons (Columbia) – Marilyn Moeller (PL) (3)
North Street (Marshall) – Ralph Varner (SY) (1)
Ozark Chapel – Tim Lee (FE) (4)
Pleasant Green – Dan Page (SY) (1)
Pleasant Grove – Paul Klepees (FL) (3)
Prairie Chapel – Rick Matson (CL) (7)
Prairie Home/Jamestown – Bruce Jeff ries (RE) (3)
Red Rock – Clark Chickering (PL) (2)
River Circuit: Mokane/Steedman/Tebbetts – 

Jackie Asher (PL) (3)
Rocheport – Ken Zahringer (SY) (1)
Russellville – Clayton Blodgett (PL) (3)
Salisbury/Asbury – Helen McFarland (RE) (2)
Smith Chapel (Fayette) – Kevin Leiby (SY) (1)
Smith Chapel (Napton) – Cortney Inbody (SY) (1)
St. John’s (Linn) – Bill Barkman (OF) (2)
St. Luke (Columbia) – John Rice (RE) (3)
St. Luke (Mexico) –  Richard Mayson (OE) (12)
St. Paul (Fayette) – Karen Jones (CL) (4)
St. Paul (New Bloomfi eld)/St. James (Fulton) – 

David Hartsfi eld (SY) (1)
Stover – Dorothy (Diane) Cutler (RL) (26)
Tipton – Drew Hake (PL) (1)
Trinity – Kim Hoover (FL) 1
Versailles/Glensted – Lora Cunningham (FL) (5)
Vienna/Rader – Lynn Quist (FE) (6)
Waverly/Wesley (Sweet Springs)/Norborne – 

Sally DeMasters (FE) (3)
Wesley ( Jeff erson City) – Tom Vansant (FE) (9)
Wesley Chapel – Rotation
Wilkes Blvd. – Brad Bryan (PE) (4)
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Woodlandville/Glasgow – Karen Alden (RA) (4)

344.1 a) (1) Extension Ministries – With Annuity 
Claim on Th e Missouri Annual Conference:
District Superintendent, Mid-State District – 

Mi Hyeon Lee (FL) (2)
Campus Chaplain, CMU – Kayla Kelly (PL) (3) 

CC: Linn Memorial (Fayette)
Th e Missouri Conference Center: Director of Center 
for Leadership Excellence – Mark Statler 

(FE) (1) CC: TBA
Director of Connectional Ministries – 
Kim Jenne (FE) (5) CC: Missouri (Columbia) 
Director of Financial and Administrative 
Ministries – Nate Berneking (FE) (7) 
CC: Trinity, Moberly
Director of Next Generation Ministries – 
Jeff  Baker (FL) (3) CC: Fairview
Director of Mission, Service and Justice Ministries- 
Tina Harris (FE) (3) CC: St. Luke (Columbia)
Associate Director, Mission Strategist – 
Lucas Endicott (FE) (3) CC: Linn Memorial 
Director of Congregational Excellence: Roger Ross 
(FE) (3) CC: Community (Columbia)

344.1 b) Extension Ministries Without Annuity 
Claim on Th e Missouri Annual Conference:
Extension Minister – Craig Stevenson PD (2)

CC: Hallsville UMC
State Chaplaincy, MO National Guard – 

Patrick Moore (FE) (2) CC: First Jeff erson City

353.2 a) Leave of Absence:
Chelsey Hillyer (FE) 2 CC: First ( Jeff erson City)

353.2 b) Family Leave:
Sarah C. Evans (FE) (11) CC: First ( Jeff erson City)
Clayton Peak (FE) (2) CC: Court Street

353.2 c) Transitional Leave of Absence:
Nancy Robertson (FD) (2) CC: Missouri (Columbia)

356 Medical Leave:
Peggy Jeff ries (FE) (9) CC: Missouri MC
Peggie Wood (FE) (4) CC: Missouri

358.1 Honorable Location:
David Hutchison CC: First ( Jeff erson City)

358.3 Honorable Location Retired:
William D. Crawford CC: Nelson Memorial UMC
Greg O. Mathis CC: Camdenton UMC
Richard L. Todd CC: Epworth, Rehoboth Beach, DE

NORTHWEST DISTRICT
District Superintendent, Melissa M. Dodd (2) 

Albany/Grant City – Bendi A. Burgin (FE) (16) (4)
Altamont – Marilyn C. Dorst (RL) (25)
Amazonia – Kenneth L. (Ken) Rosenauer (PL) (6)
Amity/Winston – Galen E. (Eugene) Keats (CLM) (10)
Arley – Daniel G. (Dan) Jones (PL) (4)
Ashland (St. Joseph) – John D. (Doug) Walter (FE) (3)
Avondale – Choongho Kwon (FE) (5)
Broadway (Plattsburg) – Cassie R. Graham (PE) (2)
Burlington Junction/Wilcox – Marsha A. Martin 

(SY) (1)
Camden – Dave A. Donaldson (OF) (2)
Cameron – Dan L. Brown (FE) (1)

Associate – Kobey D. Puls (PL) (1)
Carrollton – Keith D. (Anselm) Williams (FE) (9)
Chillicothe – Hugh H. (Buck) Cueni-Smith (FE) (3)

Associate – Michael L. (Mike) Tipton (PL) (2)
Clair/Ebenezer – Cynthia M. (Cindy) Buhman (FE) (2) 
Cosby: Zion/Clarksdale – Connie R. Eighmy (SY) (1)
Cowgill – James C. ( Jim) Gubser (RO) (1)
Culbertson Chapel – Zephry M. Bingham (PL) (1)
Dearborn – Teresa J. (Tere) DeWitt (PL) (3) 
Deer Park Grace – Kevin D. Mabury (PL) (4)
Elmo/Clearmont – TBS
Evolution/Agency – Leanna L. van Zandt 

Nauman (FE) (6) (2)
Fairfax – Andrew H. Sanders (FL) (4)
Faubion – Stephan D. (Steve) Elkins (PL) (6)
First (Bethany) – Michael D. Dunlap (FL) (6)
First (Braymer)/Breckenridge – Greg K. Cox (PL) (2)
First (Excelsior Springs) – Laura H. Blevins (FE) (5)
First (Kearney) – Adam L. Mustoe (FE) (1)

Associate – Sherry L. Oxandale (FL) (5)
First (Kearney): Todd’s Chapel – TBS
First (Maryville) – Kimberly A. (Kim) Mitchell (FE) (1)
Francis Street First – Lydia Pavlovna Istomia (FE) (3)
Gallatin/Jamesport – Harrison B. (Brad) Dush (PL) (2) 
Gashland – Melissa A. Bailey-Kirk (FE) (2)
Good Shepherd (Kansas City) – Mark D. Sheets (FE) (9)

Campus Pastor, Platte County – Fabian 
G. Gonzalez (FL) (1)
Campus Pastor, Gladstone – Kayla L. 
Meredith (FL) (4)
Pastor of Discipleship – Bryan P. Rezen (FL) (6)
Executive Pastor – Diannah L. White (FL) (1)

Guilford/Barnard – Jerry L. Davidson (RL) (7)
Hale – Rebecca S. Becky Stephens (PL) (3) 
Hamilton – Jennifer W. ( Jenn) Klein (FE) (3)
Hammer Memorial (King City) – Gene H. 

Hinrichsen (FL) (5)
Helena – Kenneth L. (Ken) Rosenauer (PL) (1)
Henrietta – Dave A. Donaldson (OF) (2)
Holt – John W. Howard (RL) (3) 
Hopkins: Wray Memorial/Pickering – Tim J. Wall (SY) (1)

Co-Pastor – Erin C. Mullins (SY) (1)
Huff man Memorial – Larry A. Williams (FE) (5)
Kidder – Richard W. Evans (PL) (13)
Lathrop – Richard L. Ogden (RE) (12) 
Lawson – Gary Ponder Williams (FE) (5)
Liberty – Steve P. Clouse (FE) (2)  

Associate – Mary T. Weaver (FE) (4)
Associate – Ginger M. Pudenz (PL) (3)
Associate – Arden E. Ratcliff -Mann (PD) (2)

Liberty (Chillicothe)/Pleasant Grove – 
Lisa R. Morris (FL) (1)

Maitland/Graham –David A. Shadinger (PL) (5)
Mandeville – Dennis W. Estes (SY) (1) 
Maysville – Crystal L. Karr (FE) (3)
McMurry – Christine B. Tucker-Key (FE) (3)
Millville/New Hope – Kathleen A. Schmidtke (RE) (1)
Mound City – Janis K. Roorda (PL) (4)
Mt. Moriah – Th omas K. (Tom) Evans (SY) (1) 
New Hampton/Martinsville/Mitchelville – TBS 
North Cross – Shawn C. Franssens (FE) (6)

Associate – Elizabeth J. ( Jen) Shelton (PL) (1)
North Star – Tony L. Blevins (FL) (7)

Associate – Judith C. ( Judy) Slimmer (PL) (1)
Oregon/Forest City – David R. Lucas (FL) (2)
Orrick – Robert E. (Bob) Sanders (RO) (4)
Osborn/Weatherby – Paul S. Pribil (PL) (18) (10)
Paradise – Terry L. Sleppy (OF) (2) 
Parnell – Wesley Foundation, Maryville (10)
Pattonsburg/Heath – Cristy E. Clark (PL) (4)
Platte City – Scott Bailey-Kirk (FE) (2) 
Platte Woods – Stephan R. (Steve) Breon (FE) (15)

Associate – Britton L. Fields (PE) (3)
Associate – Nancy L. Liston (FE) (4)
Associate – Jessica A. Richard (FD) (8)

Polo – Kyle R. Stith (PL) (4)
Ravenwood – Wesley Foundation, Maryville (4) 
Richmond – Cathy L. Myers (FE) (1)
Ridgeway/Eagleville – David W. Stuckey (PL) (1)
Rock Port/Watson – Donna L. Clark Fuller (FE) (3)
Savannah – Danita M. (Dee) Pennington (FE) (5)

Associate – Terry B. Weaver (RL) (7)
Sheridan – Martin J. Farnan (SY) (1)
Skidmore/Burr Oak – Wesley Foundation, Maryville (22)
Smithville – Rebecca L. Mulford (PE) (3)
South Park – Donna R. Bennett (PL) (3)
Sparta – Rodney M. Krumme (RL) (26)
St. Paul (St. Joseph) – Amanda L. Ross (FE) (5)
Stanberry – Robert L. (Bob) Caldwell (AM) (2)
Tarkio/Westboro – Julie A. Sanders (FL) (4)
Turney – Joel T. ( Joe) Hendren (RL) (1)
Union Star – Glenn S. Scott Kiddle (PL) (2)
Wesley (St. Joseph) – Jeff rey J. ( Jeff ) Jaekley (FE) (1)
Wesley Chapel – David L. Hilsabeck (SY) (1)
Weston – Cody J. Oshel (FL) (1)

344.1a Extension Ministries With Annuity Claim: 
District Superintendent – Melissa M. Dodd 

(FE) (2), CC: Good Shepherd (Kansas City), 
North Oak Campus

    
344.1b Extension Ministries Without Annuity Claim:
Director of Pastoral Care, Liberty Hospital – 

Cameraon L. Lile-Henley (FE) (9), CC: Liberty 
Hospice Chaplain, Mosaic Life Care Hospice – 

Sandra Monsees Davis (FE) (3), CC: Parnell

346.1 Clergy Serving Other Annual Conferences:
Susan E. Hoyle (FE) (6), Hodgin Memorial/

Centenary, Stoneville, NC – NC Conference,
CC: Bethany

Ashley N. Kirk (FE) (1), Leawood: UM Church 
of the Resurrection – Associate Pastor – Great 
Plains Conference – CC: Good Shepherd

353.2 Personal Leave of Absence
Jeff ry ( Jeff ) B. Long (FE) (3), CC: Wesley (St. Joseph)
Nora Jones (FE) (3), CC: Ashland

354.1 Leave of Absence
Laura L. Murphy (FE) CC: North Cross (Kansas City)

356 Medical Leave:
Neal Lassinger (FE) (2), CC: North Cross
Jodi Ponder Williams (FE) (28), CC: Lawson

359.1 Honorable Location:
Jeremy J. Blevins (FE) (1), CC: (First) Excelsior Springs
Larry D. Hartell (FE) (20), CC: Wesley (St. Joseph)
Janet P. Kohler (RE) (20), CC: Ashland (St. Joseph)

OZARKS DISTRICT
District Superintendent, Rev. Jon Thompson (FE) (1)

Aldersgate – Dennis Miller (FL) (14)
Associate Pastor, Student & Young Adult – 
Joshua “Josh” Buchanan (PL) (1)

Alton/St. Paul (� ayer) /Pleasant Grove – 
Pam Ekey (FE) (1)

Antioch – Kevin J. Cawley (FE) (4)
Asbury (Springfi eld) – Erika Gravely (PE) (2)
Ash Grove United Methodist/Presbyterian – 

Charles “Joe” Crews (RA) (2)
Ava – Richard Rogers (RL) (1)
Billings/Mt. Olive – Jeff  Carr (PL) (6)
Birch Tree – TBS
Blue Eye dba Open Door – Jack Smith (RO) (9)
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Bois D’Arc – Kimberly Polchow (PL) (5)
Bolivar – David Collum (FE) (4)

Associate – Michael Cole (PL) (1)
Branson – D. Eric Derks (FE) (4)
Broadway (Springfi eld) – John Inmon (PL) (4)
Campbell (Springfi eld) – Daniel Hilty (FE) (1)

Associate – Adrienne Ewell (FE) (1)
Cassidy – Steven R. Mitchell (FE) (1)

Associate - Suzanne Epperly (PL) (2)
Clever - Kirby Holbrook (PL) (9)
Conway/St. Mark’s Niangua – Michael Mills (PL) (1)
Elm Grove – Kevin Parnell (PL) (2)
Eminence – David Wentz (RO) (4) 
Fair Grove – Barbara McKenzie (PL) (8)
Fair Play/Dadeville – Jodi Burch (CL) (1)
Fairview (Bolivar) – Rex Warren (PL) (7)
Fairview (Lebanon) – Rob Day (PL) (4)
First (Lebanon) – Kathy Osiel (FL) (1)

Associate – Marsha Vincent (PL) (3)
First (Mt. Vernon)/Damascus Road Church (DRC) – 

J. Mark Hansche (FL) (2)
First (Rolla) –  William “Bill” LaMora (FL) (4)

Associate – Amy Cornelius (PL) (1)
First (West Plains) – Andrew “Andy” Lambel (FE) (1)

Associate – Scotty Wall (FL) (3)
Fordland – Joseph D. Miller (OF) (1)
Forsyth – Marcus Davajon (FL) (1)
Grace (Springfi eld) – Rhonda Galbraith (PL) (2)
Grace Community (Buff alo)/First (Buff alo) – 

Michael “Mike” Hargraves (FE) (1)
Associate – Vicki Lynn Coons (PL) (1)

Haymes Chapel/Straff ord – Dwight Gressel (PL) (4)
Hazelgreen/Stoutland – Mark “Jeff ” Brann (PL) (3)
Hood (Republic) – Jim Oman (FE) (6)

Associate – Colette Patton (PL) (2)
Houston/First (Cabool) – Terry Lippstreu (FE) (3)
Humansville – Michael Cole (PL) (1)
Kimberling City – Louie Lowe (FE) (1)

Associate, Minister of Care – 
Mary “Gail” Compton (CL) (4)

King’s Way (Springfi eld) – Karen Hayden (FE) (1)
Associate – David Jerome (PL) (1)

Licking – Gary Carter (FE) (4)
LifeSong – Harold Long (FL) (2)
Marshfi eld – Robert Sefrit (FE) (4)
Morrisville/Aldrich – Patty Smith (PL) (8)
Mt. Carmel/Ebenezer I/ Battlefi eld – 

Richard Fine (FE) (3)
Mt. Gilead (Bolivar) – Peggy � omas (CL) (2)
Mt. Hermon/Anutt – Gaye Lynn Blankenship (PL) (4)
Mt. Pisgah (Springfi eld) – Austin “Hawk” 

Coleman (RL) (2)
Mansfi eld – TBS
New Hope (Edwards) – Cliff  Saupe (SY) (1)
Norwood – Ura C. Hardin (SY) (1)
Onward/Elwood – Fred Luper (PL) (2)
Ozark – Jacob Schneider (PE) (1)
Paris Springs – Larry Hall (RL) (4)
Pathways (Springfi eld) – Michael Blacksher (FE) (6)
Phillipsburg – Loyd Hefner (CL) (9)
Pitts Chapel – H. Russell Ewell, II (FD) (2)
Pleasant Hill/Seymour – Wally Jones (PL) (3)
Pleasant Hope – Ron McIntire (RL) (6)
Pomme de Terre – Ellen Hoff  (FE) (8)
Prairie Chapel – Jeff  Cole (FL) (8)
Raymondville – Margaret Erbe (RO) (14)
Richland/ Dixon – Mitch Henson (FE) (2)
St. Luke (Webster County) – Huey “Allen” Howell (RL) (2) 
Salem – Barry Baugh (FL) (3)
Schweitzer (Springfi eld) – Spencer Smith (FE) (1)

Associate Executive Pastor – Jason Leininger (FE) (6)
Associate – Jim Mason (PL) (2)

Associate – Jacob “Jake” Hotchkiss (PL) (3)
Associate – Krista Rosenbaum (PL) (2)

Sleeper – Marsha Vincent (PL) (12)
� e Downtown Church (Springfi eld) – 

Lori Lampert (FD) (1)
Th eodosia – Co-Pastor: Linda Flynn (RE) (3) 

Co-Pastor: Roy Flynn (OF) (3) 
Trinity (Mountain Grove) – Wanda Heideman (PL) (2)
Waynesville – Lindsay Walters (FL) (2)
Wesley (Springfi eld) – Michael McIntyre (FE) (2)

Associate – Megan Winget (FE) (2)
Willard – Harold Gold (RE) (6)
Willow Springs – Eugene “Gene” West - (RA) (2)
Yeakley Chapel (Springfi eld) – Kristi Van Wyk (SY) (1)

344.1a Extension Ministries With Annuity Claim on 
the Missouri Annual Conference:
Superintendent, Ozarks District – Jon � ompson 

(FE) (1) CC: 
Campus Minister, Springfi eld Area – Tracey Wolff  

(PE) (1) CC:

344.1 b) Extension Ministries Without Annuity 
Claim on the Missouri Annual Conference: 
Council of Churches of the Ozarks – Mark W. 

Struckhoff  (FE) (10) CC: Asbury 
Hermitage Spiritual Center Retreat – 

Cathleen Burnett, (FD) (5) CC: Pomme De Terre
Mercy Lebanon – Jeff  Johnson (RE) (1)
Missouri Annual Conference, Assistant to the 

Cabinet – Lynn Dyke (RE) (1)

346.1 Clergy Serving Other Annual Conference: 
North Central Iowa Conference – Jonathon 

D. Cooney - Story City (Grace) (FE) (1)

354.1 Leave of Absence: 
Th omas Murph (FE) CC: Wesley (Springfi eld)
Glen A. Murphy (FE) CC: Richland
Diana Hagewood Smith (FE) CC:  Grace (Springfi eld)

356.1 Incapacity Leave:
Phil Brucks (FL) (2) CC: Aldersgate

359.1 Honorable Location:
Matthew Kerner (FE) (2) CC: Th e Downtown Church

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT
District Superintendent, Bruce Baxter (FE) (3)

Advance – Karen J. Nothdurft (FD) (1)
Arcadia Valley (Ironton) - Marty Joe Blakey (FL) (6)
Bell City – Susan Lee Welborn (RL) (5)
Belleview – Sherri L. Squires (PL) (5)
Bernie/Sadlers Chapel – Jayne Denise Markin (FL) (1)
Bertrand – Lois M. McRill (SY) (1)
Broadway (Scott City)/St. Paul (Commerce) – 

W. Michael Woods (RE) (7)
Centenary (Cape Girardeau) – David Wayne 

Conley (FE) (8)
Charleston – Robb Webster (FL) (4)
Coldwater – TBS: Lay Speakers (Unknown) (5)
Doniphan/Neelyville – Kent Edward Wilfong (FE) (8)
Eastwood Memorial (Caruthersville) – 

Jerry Lee Mattson (FL) (7)
Ellington – Stanley D. Hargis (PL) (2)
Ellsinore/Grandin – Robby Eugene Calvert (PL) (11)
Essex/Parma – Roy Lee Sherfi eld (PL) (10)
First (Chaff ee)/Grace (Rockview) – 

Gwenell N. Streeter (RL) (8)

First (Dexter) – Larry George Lawman (FE) (1)
First (Hayti)/Deering – Franklin Alfred Husted (RE) (4)
First (Hornersville)/Faith/First (Senath) – 

Jim Michael Pemberton (RL) (2)
First (Kennett) – Gregory David Dowler (AM) (3)
First (New Madrid) – Robert G. McQueen (FE) (3)
First (Poplar Bluff ) – David A. Stewart (FE) (9)

Associate – Blake Ashley Lewis Buchanan (PL) (1)
First (Portageville) – Barron Scott Willer (FE) (8)
First (Puxico)/Fairview (Puxico) – Linda Faye 

Zych (RL) (2)
First (Sikeston) – Michael M. Wondel (FE) (5)

Associate – Jennifer Wilkey Moxley (FE) (6)
Fredericktown – Bryan Wayne Schaefer (FE) (3)
Grace (Cape Girardeau) – Eric Anthony 

Schmidt (FE) (3)
Grace (Greenville) – Cathy Hinklin (PL) (1)
Grace (Poplar Bluff ) – JC Bryant (RL) (13)
Hobbs Chapel (Cape Girardeau) – TBS: Lay 

Speakers (Unknown) (1)
Hobbs Chapel (Dudley) – David Leonard Dee (CL) (1)
Illmo (Scott City) – James William Woeltje (RL) (10)
La Croix (Cape Girardeau) – Ronald L. Watts (FE) (32)

Associate – Brett Timothy Cheek (FL) (6)
Associate – Kimberley Dawn Holman (FL) (1)
Associate – Jeff rey Duaine Waters (FL) (3)

Lake Wappapello (Wappapello) – Catherine 
Strong Bryant (PL) (7)

Malden/Holcomb – Th omas Edward Zych (RE) (7)
Maple (Cape Girardeau) – Jeff ery Linn Estes (FL) (3)
Marble Hill – Timothy Wayne Zych (FL) (1)
Marquand/Glen Allen/Rhodes Chapel – KeyaRae 

Yi (FL) (1)
Millersville – Janet Sue Hopkins (RL) (5)
Nelson Memorial/Dogwood – Brian Pate Abbott (FL) (4)
New McKendree (Jackson) – Bryan Joseph Wendling (FE) (2)
New Salem (Daisy) – Kathleen Marie Moran (PL) (1)
Perryville/Crossroads – Kevin Dale Barron (PE) (3)
Rauch Spence Memorial (Morehouse) – Toni 

Marie Dee (RL) (8)
Reagan’s Chapel (Patton)/Pine Hill (Patton) – 

James Michael Davis (RE) (5)
Scopus – Kathleen Marie Moran (PL) (2)
Sedgewickville/Patton – Roger Bruce Cary (FL) (4)
Smith Chapel (Sikeston) – Kenneth Lamont 

King (SY) (1)
St. Luke (Hayti) - Karl Douglas Humes (OF) (10)
Trinity (Bloomfi eld) - Steven Paul Koerner (FL) (1)
Trinity (Oran) – Tammy L Hargis (PL) (6)
Trinity (Piedmont) – Tadd Elliott Kruithoff  (FL) (3)
Van Buren – Jim C. Cooper (RL) (5)
Wesley (Fruitland) – William Darrell Minor (RO) (8)
Wesley (Sikeston) – George Pulliam Rendleman (PL) (3)
Wesley Memorial (Steele)/Cooter - Todd R. 

Holman (FL) (8)
Whitewater – Donald Lawrence Kuehle (RE) (13)
Williamsville – Nelma Ruth Williams (CL) (2)
Zion (Gordonville) – Ryan Scott Griffi  n (PE) (1)
Zion (Old Appleton) – TBS: Lay Speakers (Unknown) (3)

344.1 b) Extension Ministries Without Annuity 
Claim on the Missouri Annual Conference:
U.S.Navy,Chaplain – Th omas J. Statler (FE) (20)

354.1 a) Leave of Absence: 
Paula M. Austin (FD) (20)
Lynn Edward Crader (FE) (22)

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT
District Superintendent, Alice Fowler (FE) (1)
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Amsterdam – Hank Henry Roberts (PL) (9)
Anderson/Stella – Nicholas Van Dam (PE) (2)
Aurora – Charlene Dart (FL) (1)
Byers ( Joplin) – Chuck Kralik (PL) (2)
Carterville/Avilla – Bob Wynne (RL) (4)
Cassville – Jeff  Fugitt (FL) (1)
Central (Webb City) – Clint Lambeth (FE) (7) 
Central Community (Shell Knob)/All Faith 

(Eagle Rock) – Bill Kenagy (FL) (1)
Christ’s Community(Joplin) – Christopher Sloan (FE) (30)

Associate – Robert Dart (RM) (5)
Associate – William “Ty” Walkenshaw (FL) (5)

Dry Valley – Bob Summers (RL) (2)
First Carthage – David Fowler (FE) (1)
First Joplin – Marsha West Eichler (AM) (2)
First Monett – Brian Smith (FE) (3)

Associate – Shaun Courtney (PL) (1)
Associate – Juan Velasques (PL) (4)

First Oronogo – Terri Haywood (PL) (5)
Granby – TBS
Greenfi eld/Miller – Cheryl Benz (PL) (2)
Horton/Metz – Robert Beaver (CL) (1)
Hume – Eric England (PL) (6)
Iantha – Max Raney (PL) (2)
Jasper – Bob Howard (RE) (2)
Jerico Springs – Lowell Mize (RE) (6)
Kendricktown – (TBS) Oakton UMC
Lamar – Steve George (FE) (2)
Liberal – Larry Mills (OF) (2)
Liberty/New Liberty – Nancy DeJager (PL) (6)
Lockwood – Travis James (FL) (9)

Lowery City/Vista – Fred Stevens (PL) (6)
Marionville – Jean Singleton (PL) (3)
Moundville/Bronaugh – Kay Zimmer (RL) (3)
Mt. Moriah/Diamond – Larry Courtney (PL) (3)
Mt. Olivet/Mt Zion – Eldon Lee Allen (RL) (14)
Nashville – (TBS) First UMC Joplin
Neosho – Mitch Jarvis (FE) (4)
Nevada – Sharon Freeman (FL) (5) 
New Hope – Randy Steele (SY) (1)
Noel/Southwest City/Pineville – Mark Kailbourn (FE) (2)
Oakton – Kent Garfi eld (FL) (3)

Associate – Planco (FL) (9) 
Associate – Larry Garfi eld (RL) (7)               

Ohio Street (Butler) – Mike Cloud (SP) (1)
Pathways/Bethel – Brandon Haag (PL) (3)
Pleasant Hill – Bob Simon (RL) (5)
Red Oak – (TBS) Saint Paul’s
Rich Hill – Tommy Freeman (RF) (5)
Royal Heights ( Joplin) – Gary Th omas (RE) (4)
Saint Paul’s – Aaron Brown (FE) (25)

Associate – Geoff  Posegate (RE) (1)
Associate – Ben Bainbridge (FL) (7)
Associate – Joe Crosthwait (RL) (1)
Associate – Dixie Wynne (PL) (5)
Associate – Trey Laveroni (PL) (3)
Associate – Rick Flinn (PL) (3)
Associate – Angel Garcia (PL) (1)

Sarcoxie – James Yost (PL) (9)
Seneca – James Lee (RE) (1)
Sheldon – Ethen Wayne Coble (PL) (8)
Stockton – James Coff er (FE) (7)

Th e Light at Joplin – Andrew Moyer (FL) (4)
Trinity ( Joplin) – George Triplett (SY) (1)
Virginia (Butler) – Julie Nelson (PL) (6)
Wanda – Robert Woods (PL) (5)
Washburn – Debra Alumbaugh (PL) (1)
Wheaton – Roger McKee (RL) (2)
344.1a) Extension Ministries With Annuity Claim:
Southwest District Superintendent – Alice Fowler 

(FE) (1)

344.1b) Extension Ministries Without Annuity Claim:
Chaplain/U.S. Navy – Bruce Allen Vaughan, III 

(FE) (15) CC: Carthage First UMC

359.1 Honorable Location:
Mark Shaff er (FE) CC: Carthage First UMC
Roger Nichols (FE) CC: First UMC, Joplin
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

Part-Time Ministerial Leader (PML)
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10 & SATURDAY, AUGUST 24
Location: August 10  — Macon UMC, 208 Pearl St., Macon, 
MO, 63552 
August 24 — First UMC (Rolla), 803 N Main St., Rolla, MO, 
65401
Contact: Jenny Gragg, jgragg@moumethodist.org, 
573-441-1770

Part-Time Ministerial Leader (PML) Curriculum is designed 
for part-time local pastors entering ministry following 
Licensing School. This practical curriculum may also be 
used to equip any ministerial leadership including pulpit 
supply or Certified Lay Ministry. 

Bicentennial Celebration of 
McKendree Chapel
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 AT 12:00 PM TO 5:00 PM
Location: Old McKendree Chapel, 4080 Bainbridge Rd., 
Jackson, 63755 
Contact: Rev. Jimmie Dace, 573-204-3633, jdace@att.net

Celebrate the 200th Anniversary of Methodism west of the 
Mississippi! Modern day camp meeting with food trucks, 
Early American crafts, music, tours and re-enactors. Service 
of worship and praise begins at 2:00 PM with Bishop Bob 
Farr as the honored speaker. Music by the Southeast District 
Choir under the leadership of Mike Dumey. Presentation by 
the Front Porch Grannies, a hammer dulcimer group.
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Front row, Bishop Farr. Second row: Ozarks District Superintendent Jon Thompson, Gateway 
Central District Superintendent Robin Bell, Missouri Conference Lay Leader Amy Thompson, 
Midstate District Superintendent Mi Hyeon Lee, Director of Connectional Ministries Kim Jenne. 
Third row, from left: Gateway Central District Superintendent Linda Harris, Director of Financial and 
Administrative Ministries Nate Berneking, Northwest District Superintendent Melissa Dodd. Fourth 
row, from left: Heartland District Superintendent Jim Simpson, Director of Mission, Service and 
Justice Ministries Tina Harris, Mark Twain District Superintendent Steve Pinnell, Special Assistant to 
the Bishop Cody Collier, Southeast District Superintendent Bruce Baxter, Director of Congregational 
Excellence Roger Ross, Southwest District Superintendent Alice Fowler, Director of Next Generation 
Ministries Jeff Baker, and Director of Leadership Excellence Mark Statler.


