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A NOT-SO SPECIAL SESSION
In 2011 and 2012, then Missouri Bishop Robert Schnase spent a lot of time and energy working on 
Plan UMC, designed to restructure the church at the General Church level (i.e., how we do General 
Conference and the General Boards and Agencies). It was met with contentious debate, and after 
some watering down it passed. Then, right before everyone went home from Tampa, word came back 
that it was ruled unconstitutional by the Judicial Council.
 In 2016 Bishop Schnase was called to be part of the Commission on the Way Forward. He said 
no. They called again, and he said thanks, but no thanks. He was called a third time and told this 
could be an opportunity for the church to move forward in a new wayrather than being stuck in 
polarizing debate. He relented and participated in work of the Commission on the Way Forward 
meetings, helping craft the One Church Plan, which was approved by the Council of Bishops and 
sent on to the Special Called Session of General Conference. Not to have a repeat of 2012, they 
checked the One Church Plan with the Judicial Council beforehand and got the thumbs up that it 
was constitutional. Spoiler alert: The One Church Plan never got out of the gate. 
 At the close of General Conference, I saw Bishop Schnase and said, “I guess the next time 
someone asks you to invest your time and energy in developing a proposal to restructure the General 
Conference you will be a little reluctant to accept.” 
 He shrugged and said, “Well, at least I got this out of it,” showing me the red One Church Plan 
button in his hand. 
 It’s not as though our current Bishop Bob Farr has been on the sidelines. He put a Herculaneum 
amount of effort into preparing United Methodist Churches in Missouri for this conversation. But 
it’s not just bishops: 178 volunteers in Missouri stepped up and gave 3,752 hours to help assist with 
this Conference for the good of the church. 
 A friend of mine who is a highly-regarded journalist posted a story on her Facebook page about the 
General Conference session in St. Louis. Her numbers were a little off, but she certainly conveyed 
what went on at the meeting accurately. 
 Then the big reveal: She had written the story 31 years ago. It was a report from the 1988 General 
Conference session that was held in St. Louis. The debate, the comments made, the outcome, the 
protests … it was eerily the same. 
 While serving as Missouri Conference editor for the previous four General Conference sessions, 
well-intended people advised me not to “focus too much on the gay thing” in my coverage. And 
because General Conference usually focuses on all aspects of the church, it is easy to talk about other 
things. When giving interviews to secular media, people would go out of their way to talk about the 
good work of the church instead of this topic. But this special session related only to rules regarding 
how the church restricts openly homosexual people from becoming clergy and prohibits same-sex 
weddings. There wasn’t anything else on the table.  
 I saw Rev. Adam Hamilton of Church of the Resurrection the morning after the conclusion 
of General Conference. It was his proposal in 2016 that got the whole Commission on the Way 
Forward going. His idea was for a smaller, diverse group to work together to develop a plan so that 
people with differing ideas on this issue could exist within the same denomination without spending 
time tearing each other down every four years. What he, and everyone else got, in the end was simply 
a mini-version of General Conference, with all of the unifying parts taken away and nothing left but 
contentious debate that pushed people further apart. 
 Post-conference, Adam Hamilton looked despondent. 
 “I’m hopeful for the church,” Hamilton said. “I’m hopeful because I choose to be hopeful. I don’t 
feel hopeful. I feel depressed.”
 I hope this issue doesn’t depress you. If this column already has, you might want to skip ahead to 
page 30. Personally, I’m looking forward to our own Missouri Annual Conference Session (see pages 
36-37) where we’ve learned to give each other respect and work together through our differences. 
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MESSAGE FROM BISHOP FARR

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
I hope you and your church are being blessed by your 

journey through Lent and the resurrection joy of Easter. 
As we come out from underneath the cloud of General 
Conference, let me remind us all that no conference, no 
special session defines who any of us are. No conference ever 
defines who United Methodists are. Each of us define who 
United Methodist Christians are in our communities.

We Methodists had a very public argument about inclusion, 
polity and doctrine.  We do our theological and polity work 
communally and individually, and sometimes it is very messy 
and loud. The very nature of our theological tasks as Methodist 
Christians belongs to the whole of Methodism; not just a 
bishop, or Pope, or one committee, or an individual church. It is 
a dialogue among all of us, and this time, it got ugly.

Our dialogue at the special session ground into a negative 
argument that was a gut-wrenching experience full of 
sadness for our beloved church. I am reminded by John 
Wesley in his sermon “A Caution Against Bigotry” that 
theological controversy can endanger our holiness. John 
further writes, “Nor are any animosities so deep and 
irreconcilable as those that spring from disagreement in 
religion. For this cause the bitterest enemies of a man are 
those of his own household.” I witnessed this truth at our 
special session of General Conference. 

Friends, this way of arguing is not worth it! Wesley 
commented on a group of Methodists in his journal of 
October 7, 1753, that they “had disputed themselves out 
of the power and well-nigh the form of religion.” In other 
words, sometimes the consequences of such heated debate 
ruins the very holiness one is seeking to gain. The United 
Methodist Church was born out of religious pluralism 
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Missouri Bishop Bob Farr and Illinois Great Rivers Conference Bishop Frank Beard 
consecrate the prayer areas on the first day of General Conference session.

with a 19th century polity and structure that could not 
have imagined such a diverse culture and understanding of 
human behavior that indeed is reflected in the 21st century 
United Methodist Church found in the United States.

We were created to be a big tent with at least two theological 
streams and many regional differences. However, we were 
not meant to hold together unlimited differences, much less, 
irreconcilable differences. 

Where is this all going for our beloved church? I’m not sure. 
I believe the 2020 General Conference will be the ultimate 
crossroads for our denomination.

In the meantime, I’m going to focus on what I’ve always 
focused on: The mission of Jesus to transform our lives and 
the world into Christ’s likeness. I’m going to focus on our 
Missouri Conference vision, “to lead our churches to become 
outwardly focused and spiritually centered Christ followers.” 
I’m going to follow my Lenten journey to walk with Christ 
to the cross, through the grave and into the resurrection of 
life in Christ here on earth as it is in heaven.

I invite you and your church to do the same and to be in 
prayer for what steps need to be taken in the Missouri 
Conference between now and the 2020 General Conference. 
I will continue to lead with an abundance of grace as we 
work our way through these unique times.

Psalm 103:2-4 (NRSV)
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and do not forget all his benefits—
who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the Pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

In Christ,

Bishop Farr
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B eneath the Arch that 
symbolizes the U.S. Gateway 
to the West, more than 820 

General Conference delegates 
worked to open a gateway in 
the denomination’s longtime 
homosexuality debate. But after 
four days of prayers, speeches, 
protests and votes, it remains 
to be seen whether The United 
Methodist Church has found a 
way forward or remains stuck.
 “It was our aspiration that 
we would find a way forward 
beyond our impasse. That was 
to try to really listen to people 
and listen to their values and 
understand them as people, rather 
than issues,” Bishop Kenneth H. 
Carter, president of the Council of 
Bishops, said in a press conference 
after General Conference 
adjourned.
 “I will simply say we have work to 
do. We did not accomplish that.”
 Bottom line: More than 53 
percent of the multinational 
denomination’s top lawmaking 
body supported the Traditional 
Plan that reinforces the church’s 
bans on same-gender unions and 
“self-avowed practicing” gay clergy.
 Still uncertain is how much 
of the legislation will take effect 
— or whether it will change the 
dynamic in places where a number 
of United Methodists, including 
entire annual conferences, openly 
defy these rules.
 Late afternoon February 26, 
delegates requested a declaratory 
decision by the Judicial Council 
on the constitutionality of 
the Traditional Plan. The 
denomination’s top court will 
address the request at its next 
scheduled meeting April 23-25 in 
Evanston, Illinois.
 Rev. Gary Graves, secretary 
of General Conference, said any 
piece of legislation that the Judicial 

Council declares unconstitutional 
would not be included in the Book 
of Discipline, the denomination’s 
policy book.
 The April meeting will be the 
Judicial Council’s third review 
of the legislation to see if it is 
in line with the denomination’s 
constitution.
 In October, the Judicial 
Council — in a unanimous ruling 
— found seven of 17 petitions 
unconstitutional and identified 
unconstitutional portions in two 
others. It ruled eight petitions 
constitutional.
 After some amendments to the 
plan, the General Conference on 
February 25 asked the Judicial 
Council to rev  iew the legislation 
again. Early on February 26, 
delegates learned the court — 
citing the same constitutional 
issues as before — ruled seven 
of the petitions unconstitutional 
and identified an unconstitutional 
sentence in another.
 In the afternoon, plan 
supporters amended some of 
the legislation again but didn’t 
address all the previously 
identified constitutional issues.
 The final Traditional Plan 
legislative package did not include 
two petitions because they had 
not been moved forward by the 
Standing Committee on Central 
Conference Matters, the first stop 
for legislation that affects church 
regions in Africa, Europe and the 
Philippines.
 One of the petitions not 
included in the final package could 
have been far-reaching, requiring 
annual conferences to certify they 
would uphold the marriage and 
ordination prohibitions or leave the 
denomination.
 A similar petition in the 
Modified Traditional Plan, 
meant to augment the Traditional 

Plan, also died in the standing 
committee. The Judicial Council 
also had previously found some 
constitutional problems in text 
shared by both petitions.
The Judicial Council ruled 
unconstitutional the second 
petition in the Modified 
Traditional Plan, which would 
have created a Global Episcopacy 
Committee to hold bishops 
accountable. 
 The parts of the Traditional 
Plan that the Judicial Council 
has held constitutional include 
an augmented definition of “self-
avowed practicing homosexual,” 
to say it includes people “living 
in a same-sex marriage, domestic 
partnership or civil union or is a 
person who publicly states she or 
he is a practicing homosexual.”
 Also previously held 
constitutional is legislation that 
sets a minimum penalty for clergy 
performing a same-sex wedding 
of one year’s suspension without 
pay for the first offense and loss of 
credentials for the second.
 The Judicial Council will 
consider what in the plan can take 
effect when it meets this spring.
 Regardless of what the Judicial 
Council does, no one left General 
Conference feeling happy with 
what happened.
 Rev. Wellington Chiomadzi, a 
Zimbabwean student at Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary 
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in Evanston, Illinois, worried 
after the plan passed what the 
vote would mean for relationships 
across the international church.
 Voting is by secret ballot, but it 
was clear from floor-vote speeches 
that tallies reflected regional 
differences.
 “The decisions will have a 
big impact on the future of the 
church,” Chiomadzi said. “I am 
not sure relationships across the 
church are going to be the same 
after this. I am very anxious.”
 In protests, prayers and 
songs, many LGBTQ United 
Methodists expressed a sense of 
anguish.
 Also unknown is how many 
disheartened United Methodists 
will make their way to the exits.
 The last piece of legislation 
General Conference approved 
was an amended version of a 
petition that allows churches, 

with limitations, to leave 
the denomination with their 
property. The Judicial Council 
ruled a previous iteration of the 
legislation unconstitutional, but 
the new version is not, at this 
point, up for court review.
 Just before General Conference 
ended, Rev. Donna Pritchard, 
delegate from the Oregon-
Idaho Conference, proclaimed 
the Western Jurisdiction was 
not going anywhere and would 
remain on its path of inclusion.
 The jurisdiction, which 
encompasses multiple annual 
conferences in the western U.S., 
elected Bishop Karen Oliveto — 
the denomination’s first openly 
gay bishop and leader of the 
Mountain Sky Conference.
 “The Western Jurisdiction 
intends to continue to be one 
church, fully inclusive and open 
to all God’s children across the 

theological and social spectrum,” 
Pritchard said as other delegates 
from across the jurisdiction stood 
beside her.
 The Rev. Jeff Greenway, chair 
of the Wesleyan Covenant 
Association that lobbied hard 
for the Traditional and Modified 
Traditional plans, worried that 
the plan as it stands “has no 
teeth.”
 “There’s little likelihood of 
accountability, which means 
people all around the church are 
increasingly frustrated,” he said.
 This special General Conference 
— the first such off-year 
gathering in the denomination 
since 1970 — came about after 
long tensions boiled over at the 
2016 General Conference in 
Portland, Oregon.
 That General Conference 
authorized the bishops to form 
the 32-member Commission on a 



9www.moumethodist.org

Way Forward to find ways to help 
the church stay together — and to 
call a special General Conference 
to take up the commission’s 
proposals.
 The Traditional Plan was 
among the plans to emerge from 
the commission’s work as did the 
One Church Plan, which would 
have left questions of marriage up 
to individual churches and clergy, 
and ordination up to conferences.
 The One Church Plan had the 
backing of a majority of bishops 
and was affirmed by a majority 
of commission members. But the 
plan only had about 47 percent 
support from the delegates.
 Most of the delegates are the 
same who served in 2016.
 As of October, the bishop-
appointed commission had 
used 56.2 percent of its nearly 
$1.5 million budget. That does 
not include the commission’s 

participation in the special 
General Conference.
 The special General Conference 
itself cost about $3.6 million.
 No matter what they feel about 
what transpired, many of those at 
General Conference were already 
looking to Sunday.
 Even those in pain saw hope in 
the weekly worship timed to be a 
reminder of Christ’s resurrection.
 Ben Weger, a transgender 
worship leader at Allendale 
United Methodist Church in 
St. Petersburg, Florida, said he 
expects to go to church on Sunday 
and have a time of lament.
 “But I think there will also be 
joy because we already know who 
we are,” he said of his church, 
which identified as Reconciling, 
meaning it advocates LGBTQ 
equality. “We are going to 
continue to be and build the 
church we have been called to.”

 Bishop Carter, who also 
leads the Florida Conference, 
said he doesn’t take anybody’s 
participation in church for 
granted.
 “The people who are my 
heroes,” he said, “are the people 
who have been hurt by the church 
and yet stay at the table.”
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In 2016 when the Council of Bishops were asked 
to provide guidance on how the United Methodist 

Church could move forward regarding issues related 
to human sexuality, Missouri Conference lay delegate 
Margie Briggs thought it would be a good thing. “I 
trusted that something good would come of it,” she said. 
 But by the time the special session actually came 
around she had lowered her expectations. This was 
Briggs’s seventh time to serve as a delegate to General 
Conference, and she was very familiar with how these 
debates usually go. So while she was empathetic to 
her friends who were crushed by the defeat of the One 
Church Plan and approval of the Traditional Plan, 
and she shared in their pain, things actually went a bit 
better than she expected. 
 “I thought it would be an overwhelming margin in 
favor of the Traditional Plan,” she said, recalling that 
she had seen previous votes at General Conference 
around similar issues favor the current stance by a 
margin in the high 60 percent. Most of the votes at this 
Conference were closer to a 55–45 split. 
 “That was narrower margin than I had seen before,” 
she said. “I think some people changed when they got 
there. I think a lot of centrists may not have liked the 
One Church Plan because they viewed it as being more 
congregational, but they didn’t like the Traditional 
Plan either.”
 Briggs recognizes that the churches she serves don’t 
have a dog in a fight. As a lay speaker, she can’t marry 
anyone. And it is pretty unlikely that if she stopped 
serving those churches that she would be replaced by an 
openly gay pastor, even if it was approved. 
   “I have every confidence that the Missouri 
Conference will move forward in its mission of making 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world,” she said. 
    A family with a married lesbian daughter told 
Briggs they would not be at church that Sunday, 
because they wanted people at the church to be able to 
discuss their feelings openly, but were also concerned 
that people would say things they would find upsetting. 
Briggs doesn’t think it would have been an issue, as she 
trusts people in her congregation to be respectful. 
 “I’ve found that until it becomes personal, unless you 
have a close friend or family member who is gay, most 

people really don’t have 
much of an opinion 
about this,” Briggs said. 
 “It was a waste of $3.6 
million, and it caused 
an unbelievable amount 
of pain,” Briggs said. 
“That money could have 
been used to hep God’s 
children who don’t have 
enough to eat or a place 
to live.” 
 At General 
Conference in Portland 
in 2016, Briggs missed a 
step and broke a bone in 
her foot. On Easter in 
2018 she was diagnosed 
with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma. She’s now 
cancer-free and is 
recovering well. “My 
birthday was just before 
General Conference, 
and I’ve never been 
so happy to have a 
birthday,” she said. 
 Prior to the special 
session she tore a 
ligament in her foot and 
was in a boot for the 
special session.  
 Although despondent about the special session, Briggs 
is willing to go back to General Conference in 2020. 
 “If elected, I will go back and do my best, just like 
I have since 1992,” Briggs said. “I feel I owe it to my 
churches, to give small rural churches a voice at General 
Conference.”
 And she’s looking for a different ending. 
 “I don’t want to leave on a sour note. I want to be part 
of something good,” she said. 
 Missouri lay delegate Jill Wondel said part of the 
problem was the way the Conference was structured. 
 “At the previous General Conference session I 
enjoyed the committee work. In the smaller group 

BY FRED KOENIG
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session you could speak more freely,” she said. “In 
legislative committees, and subcommittees, you could 
come to common understandings with people. Here, 
with everyone in a committee of the whole, there was 
no way for that to happen. Not as many people had a 
voice. Everything becomes an either/or choice. Jesus 
taught us things don’t have to be that kind of choice.”
 This was Rev. Cody Collier’s eighth time to serve as a 
delegate to General Conference. He was on the design 
team, so starting out he was working with the hospitality 
teams and worship director to pull things together. 
 “I really appreciate the work of the hospitality team 
chairs and of all the volunteers who were there to help,” 
Collier said. “It was also very helpful to have all of our 
District Superintendents present to pray with people.”

 Collier sees that a problem with the structure of 
the special session is that it relied on the standard 
method of conducting General Conference, which 
meant the arguments were a rehash of previous General 
Conference sessions. 
 Collier was pleased with the Day of Prayer on 
Saturday, and really appreciated the steps that were made 
to have it be inclusive of the various cultures present. 
 “It’s unfortunate that the expressions of unity and 
love that united us in song and word on Saturday wasn’t 
reflected in the debate for the next three days,” he said. 
 Collier is unhappy that the General Conference 
ultimately approved a plan that is more punitive and 
spent very little time even discussing either of the plans 
that were put forward by the Commission on the Way 
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Forward and endorsed by the Council of Bishops. But 
he wasn’t surprised. 
 “Many people were thinking the One Church Plan 
would pass, but having been to General Conference as 
much as I have, I didn’t see that happening. The votes 
just weren’t there,” he said. 
 Collier is appreciative of the Missouri delegation 
working well together and of all the effort Bishop 
Farr went to last fall in doing a series of regional 
conversations around the state. 
   “We have great priorities set before us in the Missouri 
Conference, and I hope we can continue to focus on the 
mission of the church,” Collier said. 
   “Those who were strongly in favor of the One Church 
Plan are grieving,” Collier said. “On the other side, 
some are glad the One Church Plan didn’t pass but 

are not happy with some of the 
pieces of the Traditional Plan.”
 Personally, Collier favors 
full inclusion. “As an African 
American, I know what it feels 
like to be discriminated against. 
I’ve lived it. I’m still living it,” 
he said, adding that he feels 
everyone must be valued. 
   “We can’t say we have open 
doors while we are slamming 
some of them shut,” he said.
 Lay delegate Ivan James 
offered a similar synopsis on 
his Facebook page after the 
conclusion of the special session. 
   “While I was honored to 
represent the MO Annual 
Conference on Tuesday evening 
I was mad, hurt and embarrassed 
of what had transpired over the 
last four days because I expected 
more from the Christians of 
UMC,” James wrote. “What I 
had experienced in the Dome 
was what I call “hypocritical 
theology,” that is to say one 
thing and do something 
different. I also realized that 
this entire discussion was about 
power, property and profits, not 
ministries and people. While 
unity was the main goal of the 
General Conference most of 
the discussions have caused the 
Church to split further apart. 
During a restless Tuesday 
night I asked God’s forgiveness 
for any harm, intentional or 

unintentional, the Church might have caused our 
LGBTQIA+ brothers and sisters. I also asked God not 
to forsake the UMC as it reached out to the least, the 
lonely and the lost.”
 This special session was only the second time serving 
as a General Conference delegate for Rev. Lynn Dyke. 
She went into it with optimism. 
 “I’m a hopeful person,” she said. 
 Unfortunately most of that hope drained away over 
the course of four days. Looking back she realizes 
that she should have seen this coming, noting that 
the Commission on the Way Forward had spent a 
lot of time together working on this, and in the end 
rather than agreeing on one way forward, they had 
one plan that was endorsed by most, another optional 
(Connectional Church) plan endorsed by some and a 

“What I had experienced in the Dome was what I call “hypocritical 
theology,” that is to say one thing and do something different. 
I also realized that this entire discussion was about power, 
property and profits, not ministries and people. While unity was 
the main goal of the General Conference most of the discussions 
have caused the Church to split further apart.” IVAN JAMES
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third plan (Traditional Church Plan) that some on a 
commission requested be put forward. 
 “After all of that time, if the commission couldn’t 
agree on a plan it seems unlikely that 864 delegates 
would,” Dyke said. 
 They didn’t agree, of course, but a slim majority did 
go for the Traditional Plan, which would have been the 
last choice for the people on the losing side of that slim 
majority. 
 “General Conference really showed me what a 
fractured church we are,” Dyke said. “A vote of 53 to 47 
percent isn’t a rallying cry for any decision.” 
 Dyke said regardless of one’s position on any of 
the plans, the process at General Conference was a 
damaging one. “It is hard to watch all of that dissension 
and pain,” she said. 
 Dyke said the Central Conferences have their own 
Book of Discipline and set their own rules regarding 
standards of ordination yet have an increasing influence 
on governing the standards of ordination in the United 
States. “It’s challenging to function as a global church,” 
she said.
 This was the seventh General Conference for Larry 
Fagan. By the time the special session started his hopes 
were not very high. He feels a disconnect has developed 
between a more progressive Council of Bishops and a 
more traditional laity. 
 “That makes it difficult to arrive at a common 
position,” he said. 
 He did not think the One Church Plan with it’s 
endorsement from the Council of Bishops had much 
chance of passing, but he didn’t think the Traditional 
Plan would either. His pre-conference prediction was 
that nothing would pass. He feels the current Book of 
Discipline has language that is adequately structured 
to allow for enforcement and was surprised that more 
people didn’t consider the Traditional Plan too harsh 
to pass. 
 “I think the WCA has a very strong influence, and 
they forced the General Conference to make a decision 
they didn’t want to make,” he said. 
 Fagan was head of the delegation at the General 
Conference in Cleavland in 2000, where someone 

threatened suicide by nearly jumping from a brick 
pilaster. Although this Conference did not quite have 
that flashpoint of drama, he felt the overall sense of it 
was worse. 
 “There was a lot of pain and hurt this time,” Fagan 
said. “I don’t know anyone who felt good when they 
were leaving.” 
 Fagan expects much of what passed will not be held 
up as constitutional. 
 “The stakes are high, so things will likely get extra 
scrutiny at the end of the day,” he said. 
 “At the end of the day, the best thing to happen is 
for time to pass, for people to see that their church 
is the same today as it was yesterday and as it will be 
tomorrow,” Fagan said. “If we can redirect our focus to 
the mission of the church, over time I think this issue 
will take care of itself.”
 Fagan appreciated a session the Rev. Steve Breon 
had at the church post-General Conference. Rather 
than doing some kind of Q-and-A, Breon simply 
relayed where the church was before General 
Conference, where it is now and the delicate balance 
churches have in living out their ministry while 
following the Book of Discipline.  
 Breon said he personally tends to be a rule-follower, 
and Fagan got the sense that the congregation 
appreciated having someone steady at the helm. He 
understands how that would be a different scenario 
in a church actively struggling to be more inclusive, 
though. 
 “It is difficult to say you have open doors and then 
tell someone there is a door at the side of the room that 
they may not go through,” Fagan said. 
 Fagan describes the United Methodist Church as 
being a church at the crossroads, and being at the 
crossroads if difficult. But so is walking on water. 
Perhaps the pathway is the same. 
 “When Peter was walking on water, so long as he 
kept his eyes on Jesus, he had no problem. But even 
when he waivered, Jesus quickly reached out to save 
him,” Fagan said. “The church may be in a difficult spot 
right now, but we’ve got a good track record of Jesus 
saving us when we need it.” 

“We have great priorities 
set before us in the Missouri 

Conference, and I hope we 
can continue to focus on the 

mission of the church.”
CODY COLLIER

“General Conference really 
showed me what a fractured 
church we are. A vote of 53 
to 47 percent isn’t a rallying 

cry for any decision.” 
LYNN DYKE

“It is difficult to say you have 
open doors, and then tell 

someone there is a door at 
the side of the room that they 

may not go through.”
LARRY FAGAN
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There were 864 delegates at the Special Called 
Session of General Conference, and the nature 
of someone speaking on the floor was closely 

regulated. When a proposal was being discussed 
the debate was limited to three minute speeches, 
with three speeches for and three against the 
proposal on the floor. Twice Missouri Conference 
delegates were heard from, both times for speeches 
opposed to the Traditional Plan. These are their 
full statements. 

Jill Wondel
I would like to speak against the Traditional 
Plan. First is a matter of practicality. This plan 
was recommended that it was unconstitutional 
by the Judicial Council. The modified petitions 
that we received also look like they would be 
ruled unconstitutional, and the amount of 
amendments that need to be made in order 
to make it constitutional are too large for the 
amount of time that we have. I would prefer to not 
work on something that will be eventually ruled 
unconstitutional. 

This is an emotional conversation. When we have 
emotional conversation, it’s hard to separate what 
we believe from what our task is. This is not a vote 
about what we believe about human sexuality. We 
are here are because we asked our bishops to help 
us move forward in spite of what we believe. The 
vision of the Commission on the Way Forward 
was to design a way to be church that maximizes 
witness and balances a process to different under 
with the desire for as much unity as possible. 
So the question we’re asking today is, “Does 
the plan unite us or not?” We’re not voting yes 
homosexuality is a sin or no it’s not. It’s not voting, 
“Yes, I believe the Bible is true” or “No, it’s not.” 
“Yes, I believe this plan unites us” or “No, it does 
not.” This plan does not unite us because it only 
allows for one perspective and doesn’t balance an 
approach for different understandings.

Emanuel Cleaver IiI
There’s a story in the Gospel of Mathew of Jesus 
feeding the multitude. It says that 5,000 men were 
counted, not including the women and children. 
That means there were more people present who 
were not counted than were counted. The reason 

missourians 
at The mic

Delegate Jill Wondel of Missouri speaks 
on February 25 during the Special 
Session of the General Conference. 
Photo by Paul Jeffrey, UMNS.
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that only 5,000 men were counted was that the 
disciples only counted people who were just like them. 
That means they overlooked people who were not like 
them. This plan counts one issue under the guise of 
Biblical authority. One issue. But it overlooks other 
important, pressing issues. It overlooks taking a hard 
stance when unarmed black men are shot and killed 
by those who take an oath to protect them. What 
this plan overlooks is taking a hard stance gender pay  
inequality. What this plan overlooks is the fact that 
there are a number of social ills that we are simply not 
talking about. 

We are looking at one issue while this denomination 
overlooks many problems of its own. For instance, 
there are many women who will not be appointed to 
serve as senior pastor in some of our largest churches. 
We’re overlooking that. We’re also overlooking that 
many African Americans are very limited in the 
number of congregations that they can serve. We’re 
overlooking that as of 2019, the South Central 
Jurisdiction has never elected a black woman to serve 
in the episcopacy. We’re overlooking the fact that the 
South Central Jurisdiction tried to force a black bishop 
to retire under the disguise of ineffectiveness, when we 
have current bishops who are ineffective and some who 
should not have been elected in the first place. When 
you look at the story, the disciples counted people who 
were like them, but Jesus fed everyone, even those who 
weren’t there – there was stuff left over. If we’re going 
to get Biblical, let’s get real Biblical. 

“This is an emotional conversation. 
When we have Emotional conversation, 
it’s hard to separate what we believE 
from what our task is.” Jill Wondel

Emanuel Cleaver, a delegate from the 
Missouri Conference, speaks during 
the debate on a February 26 Special 
Session of the General Conference. 
Photo by Paul Jeffrey, UMNS.
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In the midst of constant change throughout 
General Conference, one thing was consistent 

no matter what was happening on the floor 
of the Dome: A red shirt emblazoned with 
volunteer on the back.

These red shirts represented the warm, 
welcoming smile you wanted, the answers you’ve 
been searching for, and the friendly conversation 
you didn’t know you needed. The Missouri and 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference volunteers, 
who proudly sported these red shirts, were the 
backbone of General Conference.

Volunteers were stationed at every point along 
the way from the airport, to hotels, to the 
Dome to assist delegates and observers know 
where to go and feel comfortable as they got 
oriented in a new city. Each day brought new 
tasks such as assembling nametags, transporting 
delegates from the airport, checking in 
attendees at registration and pointing them to 
their designated areas, and simply offering a 
calming presence as people dealt with emotions 

surrounding the decisions being made. In 
addition, a prayer room was available on the 
concourse for volunteers to pray with delegates 
and observers in a variety of ways, keeping the 
focus on God throughout the conference.

With 178 volunteers spread throughout St. 
Louis, team leaders were needed for assigning 
volunteers to positions, problem solving and, 
most importantly, answering questions. The 
dome hospitality team leads were Rev. Brian 
Caughlan from Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
and Rev. Linda Gastreich from Missouri. 

“Hospitality is my jam. It’s what I love to 
do,” Gastreich said. “So, it’s encouraging and 
exhilarating for me to be here and in that role. 
We told the volunteers, especially as General 
Conference was opening, that they were to be 
the church usher, greeter we all wish we had. 
The dream greeter.”

Delegates represent conferences from across 
the world, so this meant that volunteers had a 
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wide variety of questions and needs to be met. 
As General Conference went on, volunteers 
became increasingly confident with their ability 
to point people in the right direction.

“The first couple of days, I thought my phone 
was never going to stop ringing. We were 
getting a lot of questions, but not so much 
anymore because they learned where things are 
and could answer questions. I think they really 
enjoyed knowing answers and helping people,” 
Caughlan said.

Caughlan and Gastreich, along with dome and 
General Conference staff, couldn’t speak highly 

enough of the volunteers. They were a critical 
part to the success of the event and comfort of 
delegates and observers. 

“I’m grateful for all the volunteers. I think 
we’ve done an amazing job. I’ve heard good 
things. I’m sure we haven’t done everything 
perfect, but we’ve done well. I’m just grateful to 
everyone that has made this happen from the 
airport on,” said Gastreich.

Volunteers came from all over Missouri and 
Illinois wanting to help in any way possible, 
but one went above and beyond by flying across 
the world to be present for this historical event. 
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Rev. Hank Jenkins is from 
Missouri, but currently resides 
in Oxford, England, because his 
wife has a research fellowship 
at the University of Oxford. 
When he found out General 
Conference was going to be in 
St. Louis, he knew he wanted to 
come be present and help in any 
way possible alongside friends 
he has been away from.

“Part of my excitement was 
being here and seeing so many 
familiar faces, but also meeting 
new people and seeing how 
God works in this community,” 
Jenkins said. “Even though in a 
lot of ways a lot of us here don’t 
agree on the issues we’re talking 
about, on some level we can 
grow as a community.”

Although volunteers were not 
part of the decisions being 
made and were asked to be a 
neutral party toward delegates 
and observers, they still had 
an important role in creating 
an atmosphere so people could 
process however they needed to.

“I’ve noticed that doing dome 
hospitality required me to 
change my emotions and be in a 
pastoral role at a certain point,” Jenkins said. “It 
didn’t mean I was saying ‘Hey, I agree with you, 
but rather, Hey, I love you and even though this 
isn’t working out the way you want, I still love 
you and God still loves you and that’s all that 
matters in this moment.’” 

It was each volunteer’s goal to serve attendees in 
the best way possible. For many it was pastoral 
care, like with Jenkins and Len Delony who 
served at the spiritual direction prayer area. 
When Loni Fancher found out there were 

no walkers or wheelchairs at the Dome, she 
contacted and traveled to churches in the area 
to pick up several for attendees to use. Chantel 
Corrie collected and passed out coats, hats, gloves 
and scarves for Central Conference delegates who 
weren’t used to the Missouri winter. 

There are countless examples of volunteer who 
went the extra mile to serve while at General 
Conference 2019. One hundred and seventy- 
eight individuals represented the Missouri 
Annual Conference perfectly by giving their 
time, gifts and talents. Thank you.

Lloyd Ivy uses the bus that he personally purchased to accommodate 
United Methodist Men’s activities to transport volunteers to the Special 
Session of General Conference at the Dome in St. Louis.



I t’s the kind of the morning only a few are willing 
to venture into when the brisk February air 
is blowing you back into your warm bed. The 

aroma of coffee surrounds you like a blanket when 
you finally arrive as people simply nod to say good 
morning, knowing well the unsaid rule to wait just a 
little longer before being consumed by the chaos of the 
day. Following the twists and turns of the hallways 
at the Dome is a large conference room with merely 
three people, spread around table, quietly reading. 
Their sporadic discussion involves grammatical errors, 
mistakes and edits, for this is no ordinary book club; 
their responsibilities are far more important. This is 
the daily meeting of the General Conference Journal 
Committee, led by Missouri’s very own Randy 

Biggerstaff. Most known for his “Good Morning, 
Vietnam-inspired” greeting while on stage at General 
Conference, there is much more to this job than the 
minute-long report he gave on Tuesday morning. 

The Daily Christian Advocate captures each 
General Conference in a single document, spelling 
out the legislation, proposals and petitions that are 
covered; transcriptions of exactly what is said; and 
recognition of the delegates that are representing their 
conferences. An advanced copy is mailed to delegates 
and reserves, so they are knowledgeable and ready to 
discuss matters, but Biggerstaff and his committee 
have the duty each morning to read over and edit 
the daily edition that covers the events from the day 
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before. As chair of the 
committee, he then has 
the opportunity to make 
a morning report to the 
General Conference that 
all corrections will be 
printed in the erratum 
in the coming issue. 
Typically, appointments 
to committees are only 

for one General Conference session, but because of the 
called special session, Biggerstaff served in this role in 
Portland, Oregon, and St. Louis.

Chair of the General Conference Journal Committee 
isn’t the most glamorous job, but it is only one of 
the many hats that Biggerstaff wears. At General 
Conference he has served as a Missouri lay delegate 
for 16 years and chair of the journal committee for 
the 2016 and 2019 sessions. In his professional career 
he is an athletic trainer at Lindenwood University 
for the baseball and men’s soccer teams. He has also 
worked as program director, head athletic trainer, 
and department chair. In his personal life he is a 
husband, father of two and grandfather to four. 
And if that wasn’t enough, he serves on the Board 

of Directors for the United Methodist Publishing 
House, on Missouri’s Mission Council, as a 
district lay leader, and lay speaker at Bethel United 
Methodist Church. 

Biggerstaff’s faithfulness to the church is reflected not 
by the many things that he does but rather through 
the thoughtfulness and intentionality he puts into 
everything. After his time at the 2019 General 
Conference session, he reflected on the differences he 
experienced now being from the host state compared 
to the four other sessions he has attended. 

“As a delegate, we never forget who we represent 
back home, but you can feel disconnected or 
anonymous in this larger body as the General 
Conference. But being in Missouri, I realized how 
real it is and felt more connected to how this decision 
will impact the local church,” Biggerstaff said.

During the 2019 General Conference session, 
Biggerstaff represented the Missouri Conference 
through his radical hospitality, prayerful deliberation 
and keen editing eye while wearing his many hats 
as Missourian, delegate and chair of the journal 
committee.

The Man with 
Many Hats
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A t 10:58 a.m. the organist at Centenary United 
Methodist Church took her seat at the foot of the 

historic Babler memorial organ, its height stretching to 
towards the sanctuary’s ceiling. A few minutes after 11 
a.m., Rev. Kathleen Wilder entered the sanctuary after 
finishing morning worship at the other church on her 
two-point charge, Lafayette Park UMC. After leading 
those gathered in prayer, Wilder invited the body to 
prayerfully sing Jesus Loves Me aloud.

Yes, Jesus loves me.
Yes, Jesus loves me.
Yes, Jesus loves me.

As the refrain of that common hymn echoed through 
the historic sanctuary in downtown St. Louis, a very 
different sound echoed in a much different room: 
less than a mile away. The special session of General 
Conference was meeting at the Dome. As the group at 
Centenary sang, the Commission on the Way Forward 

Church at GC2019 Ground 
Zero Stands as Steadfast 

Presence of Methodism

By Lauren Miers 
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delivered its report, outlining the three plans they 
developed over their 18 months of work together.

Life at the local church continued while delegates 
deliberated a Way Forward at General Conference. 
Centenary, a Methodist Church since 1839, is the only 
UMC in downtown St. Louis. It has stood the test of 
time and trial and will weather this current storm. 

Centenary was born out of the Fourth Street Church, 
later known as the First M.E. Church, South. On 
May 10, 1842, the cornerstone was laid at the original 
building located at Fifth and Pine. This property, a large 
federal looking stone building, was sold in 1868. 

Centenary found a home at its present location, 16th 
and Pine, where the cornerstone was laid on May 10, 
1869. Known as the Cathedral of St. Louis Methodism, 
Centenary was the leading church of the M.E. Church, 
South in the state.

Over the last 180 years, this historic church has endured 
great cultural and denominational change. Centenary 
hosted the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in 1850 and 1890. In 1904 St. Louis 
welcomed the World’s Fair, an exposition of innovation 
from around the world. Twenty-six years later it marked 
its record membership of 3,600. In the 1960s, it saw the 
construction of the Gateway Arch.

On a broader scale, Centenary stood tall, with its 
200-foot spire, through two World Wars, the Great 
Depression and the Civil Rights Movement. During 
World War II, it served thousands of servicemen 
making their way to war via neighboring Union 
Station. At the heights of the Great Depression, soup 
lines snaked down the street as Centenary provided 
nourishment of body and soul. 

Following the lead of the denomination in which it 
belonged, Centenary became a Methodist Church in 
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1939 when the Methodist Episcopal Church merged 
with the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and 
Methodist Protestant Church. In 1968 it became 
a United Methodist Church when the Methodist 
denomination joined with the United Evangelical 
Brethren Church.

In 1972 the United Methodist Church added language 
related to homosexuality to the Book of Discipline. Just 
over 20 years later, in 1994 Centenary voted to become a 
reconciling congregation, welcoming “everyone regardless 
of age, race, socioeconomic status, education experience, 
sexual orientation or other superficial divisions.”

Wilder was a member of the congregation during the 
vote. Now as the congregation’s pastor, she helps its 
members put it into action.

One of Wilder’s stoles lies on the alter. After the 
2012 General Conference, Wilder felt the Holy Spirit 
prompting her to lay down her stole until all people 
could be ordained within the UMC. “It’s a tangible 
reminder of the people that we’re missing.” Wilder gave 
her ordination stole to Bishop Schnase, who ordained 
her in 2007, with the intent that he could return it to her 
once ordination was inclusive for all. Bishop Farr holds 
the first stole Wilder’s husband gifted her. 

“It’s significant for us to be neighbors to the General 
Conference session because we made the decision to 
be reconciling a long time ago,” Wilder says. “I think 
that’s part of why we’re so comfortable with people who 
live in shelters or who have been in prison. That’s just 
who we are.”

As an outpost for United Methodism in downtown St. 
Louis, Centenary is working hard to be good stewards 
of its facility and cement itself as a cornerstone in the 
community.

For 12 years Centenary had a vibrant homeless 
ministry. Even though that ministry looks different 
today, Wilder says Centenary is still widely known 

throughout St. Louis’s homeless population as a place 
they can go for help. 

Centenary has a commercial kitchen attached to its 
fellowship hall space. During the week, multiple food-
focused nonprofits utilize the space. Laughing Bear 
Bakery creates cookies and pies in the kitchen; the 
organization only employees those who were formerly 
incarcerated, giving them a second chance. 

Soon Centenary will house the Anchor Room 
Coffeehouse. Supported by a Center for Congregational 
Excellence New Places Grant, the nonprofit coffee shop 
will serve others with its proceeds and host a Sunday 
evening worship service.

Outside the church walls, Wilder says much of 
Centenary’s outreach centers on getting people out of 
their apartments, which surround the church, and into 
community with each other. Through Bingo nights, 
movie screenings, and fellowship and s’mores around a 
campfire, Centenary wants area residents to know it’s a 
safe place where the community can gather and be fed, 
both spiritually and physically. 

Centenary’s vision statement is to “be a church of 
neighbors, committed to serving all people who God 
has placed in our midst through our caring presence 
and mindful actions, as demonstrated in the life of 
Jesus.” Each Sunday during worship, Wilder asks the 
congregation how they’ve seen this vision in action 
throughout the week. No matter what’s happened 
during the week, good or bad, Centenary returns to its 
vision, week after week. 

“Let us truly reignite as people who pray together, who 
love one another, who support one another, and who 
identify with those who society won’t value, and that’s 
not just the LGBTQI community, and be church” 
Wilder says. “When we do that, all the other stuff will 
come around. We’ll be true to who we need to be, and 
we’ll be welcoming to all. Everyone’s gifts will be used, 
and St. Louis will be changed because of it.”

“Let us truly reignite as people who pray together, who love one another, who support 
one another, and who identify with those who society won’t value, and that’s not just 
the LGBT community, and be church.” KATHLEEN WILDER
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T
he United Methodist Church believes prayer 
changes things. Soon after the Special Called 
Session of General Conference was scheduled in 
2016, a Praying Our Way Forward initiative began. 

Phase 1 involved 84 members of the Council of Bishops 
praying for The United Methodist Church’s way forward 
for 15 minutes daily, from August to December 2016. This 
was followed by Phase 2, which resulted in 18 continuous 
months of daily individual and corporate prayer by faithful 
members of annual conferences around the globe. In 
Phase 3, all United Methodists were invited to engage 
in a weekly Wesleyan 24-hour fast, pray for the church’s 
mission and way forward daily from 2:23 – 2:26 p.m., and 
to pray using a weekly prayer calendar posted on www.
umcprays.org. 

The praying culminated when all 864 delegates came 
together for a day of prayer on the first day of the Special 
Session of General Conference in St. Louis. The opening 
prayer service began at 9 a.m., and different parts of the 
world led prayer sessions throughout the day. 

At 11:45 a.m. Missouri Bishop Bob Farr and Illinois Great 
River Bishop Frank Beard led the Conference in a prayer 

dedicating the prayer room and blessing prayer volunteers. 
Bishop Farr acknowledged that a lot of prayer had led up to 
this moment and then offered the following prayer:

Gracious God, we bless this area that has been set apart 
for your people to seek your presence. Where there is hurt in 
our hearts, may we find healing in your presence. Where 
there is hope in our hearts, may our hope be in you and you 
alone. Where there is confusion in our hearts, may peace and 
clear direction be given by your Holy Spirit. Where there is 
weariness, may you grant us strength and courage. 

Your sons and daughters from around the world will gather 
in this space to pray for your will and for this conference. 
Cover each person in your grace; may each be reminded of 
you faithfulness and love. We thank you for your guiding 
presence, and we ask for your mercy. May we follow you 
wherever you Spirit leads. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

The prayer room at General Conference was multiple 
rooms and areas dedicated to specific prayer practices, 
along with a prayer labyrinth. The entire area was adorned 
with images of stained glass windows from Missouri 
Conference churches.
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R ev. Len Delony had cancer at age 
13. In a few months’ time he lost 

half of his body weight, dropping 
from 150 pounds to 75. In this 
emaciated state he couldn’t go to 
school, or practically anywhere else 
besides doctor and hospital visits. But 
he still could go out to the backyard. 
It was there, in nature, that he had a 
spiritual awakening. 

“A found there is a wholeness in the 
present moment, in what’s going on 
around us,” Delony said. 

Delony now knows that experience 
is described as mindfulness. He 
was a prayer volunteer in the 
spiritual direction section of the 
prayer area of General Conference. 
He describes prayer for spiritual 
direction as being primarily about 

listening, being open to grace and 
trusting in the conversation. Many 
spiritual traditions would describe 
this mindfulness as the practice of 
discernment. 

“You can gain a sense of peace that 
passes all understanding when you 
are able to trust that God is working 
in all things for good,” Delony said. 

Delony knows that some may call him 
naïve, but his belief in prayer gave him 
optimism about this special session. 

“I’m hopeful that this gathering will 
bring wholeness, not only to the 
United Methodist Church, but to the 
country and to the world,” he said 
before the session started. “It is my 
hope that this gathering will lead us 
all prophetically.” 

Delony is an elder at First United 
Methodist Church in Dallas, Texas, 
and works in hospice care. He said it 
is easy to tell ourselves the world is in 
chaos and live in despair, or become 
obsessed in a flurry of activity of how 
can we fix it, and people can get stuck 
in both extremes. 

“In the way of faith, we reside in 
the space that God is working on 
things all the time, and we consider 
how we can respond to God’s call,” 
Delony said.

“It is my hope that this gathering 
will lead us all prophetically.” 

LEN DELONY
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R ev. Jeff Baker was at General Conference 
in St. Louis to help out. “I was just there to 

run errands for Kim (Jenne) or Heather (Birge), 
and help out wherever they needed me,” said 
Baker, Missouri Conference Director of Next 
Generation Ministries.
 He was needed but not in the way anyone had 
anticipated. He was in the volunteer refreshment 
area on Monday morning getting a cup of coffee 
when he heard something behind him and turned 
to see a man collapsed on the floor. Baker tends to 
be predisposed toward action, and he immediately 
told a fellow volunteer to 
call 911 and started to 
administer first aid. 
 He rolled the man onto 
his side and found him 
to be non-responsive, but 
clearly breathing, so he 
then rolled him onto his 
back while supporting 
his head. Then the man 
stopped breathing, so Baker 
started CPR. 
 The first responder 
on staff with the Dome 
arrived on the scene with 
an automatic defibrillator. 
Baker worked with her to 
set it up and administer some shocks. The victim 
then opened his eyes, said he was fine, and 
attempted to sit up. 
 “He didn’t realize what was going on, and I 
had to tell him to take it easy,” Baker said. 
 The responder from the Dome then got the 
man onto a stretcher and took him down the 
elevator to meet an ambulance. 
 The man received bypass surgery the next 
day. At the end of the week, he called Baker to 
express his appreciation. 

 As of press time, the man was still in the 
hospital in St. Louis but was recovering well 
from another bypass surgery. 
 It had been a few years since Baker had CPR 
training, but only a few weeks prior his wife had 
participated in CPR training at her office, and 
they discussed it afterwards.
 “I think that really helped, just having it fresh 
in my mind,” Baker said. 
 It was the second time Baker had performed 
CPR in a life-saving attempt. The first was 
on his grandfather, Christmas Eve, 1995. His 

grandfather didn’t make 
it. Memories of that 
experience came flooding 
back to him as he was 
performing CPR at General 
Conference. 
   “I was looking at this guy 
thinking, ‘You’re not going 
to die,’” Baker said. “I 
wasn’t going to go 0 for 2. 
I’ll do this all day long until 
someone gets here.” 
   Later the man told Baker 
that his volunteer shift 
didn’t start that morning 
until 11 a.m., but he 
decided to come over 8 a.m. 

and have breakfast. 
   “If he had been alone in his hotel room when 
this happened …” Baker said. 
   Not only was the victim fortunate to go down 
by someone who immediately took action, the 
Dome was a good place to be for other reasons. A 
group from Illinois told Baker they saw what was 
happening and all of them stopped and prayed 
over the incident while it was going on. And later 
in the day one of the Bishops called for prayer for 
the person from the floor of General Conference. 

There to Help
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As a delegate to the special session of General 
Conference, when I agreed to write this 

article, I thought I would write about my 
experience in St. Louis. But then, near the end of 
the Conference, someone made a motion to pull 
a group of petitions called the Simple Plan to be 
voted on separately. The Simple Plan would have 
simply removed language about homosexuality from 
the Book of Discipline and was offered by members 
of the LGBTQI movement. Because of the way the 
votes had been going all weekend, it was clear that 
these petitions probably would not pass, but Rev. 
Adam Hamilton rose to speak in favor of voting 
on these petitions separately. He said something 
that I had been waiting to hear, “… this is the one 
opportunity to say we care enough to listen for a 
moment.”

In the weeks before and after the special session of 
General Conference, there have been a few friends 
who cared enough to listen for a moment. However, 
I’ve had a lot of people write me, email me and send 
me whole books telling me what they believe is 
true.

Many have come to me with answers, few with 
questions.

I began to wonder; how would things be different 
if we began our conversations with a question? 
If we started being curious in our relationships, 
with our neighbors and with God? I’ve been 
practicing this lately, asking God what God 
thinks about things as I read scripture and pray. 
I’m reaching back into childhood and asking 
the prevailing questions of every four-year-old, 
“Why?” and “How?” Maybe God will finally give 
me a satisfying answer to why the sky is blue, and 
maybe not, but I know that in the end, I will be 
closer to God because I asked.

Last night our small group read 
the parable of the sower in Mark. 
There’s an awkward place where 
Jesus says that he speaks in 
parables so that the crowds won’t 
understand. It’s always seemed out 
of character for the God I know 
to be relentlessly gracious and loving, pursuing us 
until the very end. And then I realized – what if 
he speaks in parables so they will have to come to 
him and ask him what it means, just as the disciples 
did. If he spoke plainly, they would go home with 
knowledge but without knowing him.

In the wake of General Conference, and in the 
anticipation of the future, I’m committing to ask 
more questions and to allow those questions to 
draw me deeper in relationship with God and with 
others. Perhaps the curiosity of a child is what we 
need in a time like this?

I meant for this article to share some of my 
experiences as a General Conference delegate, 
but instead I think I’d rather just ask about you. 
What questions are you turning over in your heart? 
Where have you seen God at work this week? How 
is it with your soul?

May you know God and others more deeply 
because you asked.

LAITY VOICES BY JILL WONDEL

If you’d like an opportunity to grow closer to 
God by serving on the delegation for General 
Conference 2020, you can find more information 
at www.moumethodist.org/2019layelections. 
We need detail-oriented people who have tuned 
their ears to God’s voice and are willing to work 
toward a United Methodist Church that reflects 
the kingdom of God. If that’s you, please submit 
your name for consideration.
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As a first-time delegate to General Conference, Rev. 
Andy Bryan felt the presence of the saints that 

come before him when session commenced on February 
23. The role runs deep in his veins – he is a fifth 
generation General Conference delegate. 

Bryan is currently pastor of Campbell UMC in 
Springfield, and will be moving Manchester UMC after 
Annual Conference this June. He was elected as an 
alternate delegate for the 2016 General Conference. But 
when Rev. Bob Farr was elected as Bishop later in the 
year in 2016, that bumped Bryan up the list to being a 
full member of the delegation. 

A fifth-generation Methodist pastor, Bryan was well 
aware of his Methodist roots, but he only recently 
learned of how deep the General Conference connection 
runs. In a conversation with father, who was a General 
Conference delegate several times, he was told how 
many generations it goes back, and that his great-
grandmother, Era (Monk) Bryan gave the opening 
prayer at the uniting General Conference in 1939. 

At the end of the first day of General Conference, the 
day of prayer, Bryan felt optimistic. 

“Today was a great day, as it set the stage in a helpful 
way,” Bryan said. “The emphasis on love, submitting and 
yielding to God set the tone that I hope continues on. 
It was more than just words and prayer, it was a spirit of 
hope for the future that I hope continues to guide our 
conversation.” 

Bryan knew that if Bishop Monk Bryan, his grandfather 
and spiritual role model, was still alive he would be on 
the phone with him each night, asking how it was going 
and offering encouragement. As Bryan considered the 
responsibility of the task before him, he was thinking 
not only of his family legacy but of the multitude of 
United Methodists around the world. 

“I’ve been considering how I’m one of 864 delegates who 
is being asked to make decisions on behalf of 12 million 
United Methodists around the world,” he said.  

As General Conference progressed Bryan’s reaction 
to the progression of action taken went from hopeful, 
to disappointed, to profound sadness. He shared the 
following statement on his blog during the Conference. 

“I had my name in the pool to speak for a long time, but 
never got called … For people who value diversity, today 
was awful, like getting the wind knocked out of you over 
and over again. Tomorrow promises to be the same,” 
he stated on the evening of Monday, February 25. “We 
are working against a deeply entrenched 53-55% of the 
delegates who are unwilling to yield, unwilling to say 
that their opinion may be wrong, unwilling to see things 
from anyone else’s point of view. We are working against 
a faction who believes that it is better to be divided 
in ‘truth,’ even when what they think is ‘truth’ is not 
universally accepted as ‘truth,’ than it is to be together in 
‘error,’ even when what they think is ‘error’ is really just 
‘disagreement.’”

FIRST-TIME 
DELEGATE 

IS FIFTH 
GENERATION 

DELEGATE
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MISSOURI 
WINDOWS 
AT SPECIAL 
SESSION
Churches from the 
Missouri Conference 
submitted photos of 
their windows that 
were then made into 
large posters and 
displayed on the walls 
in the prayer areas of 
General Conference 
to give the space a 
feeling of sanctuary. 
These pages show 
examples of photos 
that were contributed 
to the project.

1 2 3

6 7

10 11 1312
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1. Francis Street First UMC (St. Joseph)
2. Rocheport UMC
3. Liberty UMC
4. Avondale UMC
5. Linn Memorial UMC
6. Calhoun UMC
7. First UMC Jefferson City
8. Missouri UMC (Columbia)
9. Millville UMC
10. Neosho UMC
11. Lawson UMC
12. Leslie UMC
13. New Bethel UMC (Sedalia)
14. Hayti UMC
15. Mt. Washington UMC (Independence)
16. Raytown Chapel UMC

4 5

8 9

1514 16
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R ev. Robin Roderick Bell will be appointed 
to be the next Gateway Central District 

Superintendent in June. She will replace Rev. 
Londia Granger Wright, who is retiring.

Bell was born near Chicago but soon her family 
moved to Florida. When she was in the fifth 
grade they moved to Kansas City. She graduated 
from North Kansas City high school.

She earned a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from 
Missouri Western in Saint Joseph and then went 
to work for Kendallwood Healthcare Services, 
where she advanced through the ranks to become 
chief operations officer. She had felt called to 
ministry for many years and decided to attend 
Saint Paul School of Theology in Kansas City.

Bell’s first appointment as a student local 
pastor was Wellington UMC. While pastor at 
Wellington the church was one of the first in the 
Missouri Conference to raise money to drill a 
well in Mozambique.

As a provisional elder she served Christ 
Community UMC. She then served Grandview 
UMC, where she accompanied the youth of that 
church on mission trips to Oklahoma where they 
worked with Native American people.

“My personal mission is to create enthusiasm for 
the learning and the living of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ,” Bell said.

Following Grandview she was appointed to First 
UMC in St. Charles. She currently serves Grace 
UMC in St. Louis.

Bell was co-chair of the Annual Conference 
Sessions Committee during the Missouri East 
and Missouri West Conference merger. 

She served on the Pathways Taskforce, as a 
consultant for the Healthy Church Initiative, and 
represented the Missouri Annual Conference 
at our Jurisdictional Conference in 2008 and as 
a delegate to both Jurisdictional and General 
Conference in 2012. Currently, she is in her 11th 
year serving on the Board of Ordained Ministry, 
and she serves on the Missouri Conference 
Mission Council.

Bell has an adult daughter who lives in the Kansas 
City area. Bell recently married Donnie Bell, and 
the marriage came with nine grandchildren.

She wasn’t shaken about being appointed to 
Cabinet a week before a special session of General 
Conference that many feared may split the 
church. She was optimistic.

“This is an interesting time to by a DS,” she said. 
“This could lead to creative ways to do something 
different. Instead of some terrible outcome, it 
could create a field of opportunity.”

The Next Gateway Central 
District Superintendent

32 April 2019  |  The Missouri Methodists



R ev. Jon Thompson will be appointed as the 
Ozarks District Superintendent this June. He 

will replace Rev. Lynn Dyke, who is retiring.

Thompson was born in Geneva, Illinois. At age 
six he moved to a family farm near Flora Illinois. 
There he helped with the livestock and with 
his father’s logging operation. He grew up in 
the Methodist church and followed the call to 
leadership at a young age.

“At age 18 I was the youngest certified lay speaker 
in southern Illinois,” he said.

After high school he moved back to the Chicago 
area and became an electrician. He graduated 
from McKendree University in Lebanon, Illinois, 
and from Eden Theological Seminary in Webster 
Groves. As a student local pastor Thompson 
served Worden, St. Jacob and East Alton First 
UMC in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. 

District Superintendent Paul Schlabach then 
approached him about serving the Bellflower 
charge. Following his ordination, he was appointed 
to First UMC in New Madrid, St. Luke’s UMC 
in south St. Louis, and Harper Chapel UMC in 
Osage Beach. In 2015 he was appointed to his 
current church, First UMC in West Plains.

When he received the call from Bishop Farr 
advising him of his new appointment, Thompson 
was in Jamaica on a mission trip. Most of the 

people on the teams are health care professionals, 
but Thompson lent his carpentry expertise to 
some projects at the clinic. The church is also very 
active in several local mission projects.

“We are very community-minded and offer 
spiritual guidance to the whole community,” 
Thompson said. 

“Our general rule is ‘Do no harm, do good and stay 
in love with God. West Plains is a community that 
reaches out to those in need and we just want to be 
a leader in the betterment of the community.”

Prior to serving West Plains Thompson has also 
been on mission trips to Morales, Mexico, but 
most of his volunteering in mission work came 
from taking part in Conference youth work camp 
mission experiences for 14 years. He saw the 
district youth group in the Poplar Bluff/Sikeston 
area build from zero to about 80 youth.

Thompson has served on the District Committee 
on Ministry in the Gateway Central, Mid-
State and Ozarks districts and has served on 
the Missouri Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry. He led Healthy Church Initiative 
workshops, working with David Hyatt.

In his free time Thompson likes hunting, fishing 
and kayaking. He and his wife Nona have two 
sons and four grandchildren, all of whom live in 
the West County St. Louis metro area.

The Next Ozarks 
District Superintendent
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In August of 1999, a partnership 
bridging 8,000 miles, was born. 

The Mozambique Initiative began 
as relationships formed, at first by 
individual Missouri and Mozambique 
Methodists, and later through 
connections between pastors, 
congregations and even districts. The 
relationships built have contributed to 
learning and growth both in Missouri 
and Mozambique. Now after 20 years 
of ministry together, the relationship 
continues to grow.

The Mozambique Initiative centers on 
three areas of transformation: the body, 
the heart and mind, and the community. 
A holistic approach to life and the 
church has been the hallmark of this 
ministry. We celebrate the work of the 
Mozambique Initiative with a snapshot 
of a program in each of these areas at 
the beginning of 2019.

Transforming the Body
Alleviating human suffering and 
increasing physical health are the 
primary goals of this focus. 

To that end, MI supports ministries 
like the Chicuque Rural Hospital, the 
Center of Hope, the distribution of 
mosquito nets, rural health clinics and 
more. One of the most transformative 
projects for people in Mozambique has 
been the drilling of wells to provide 
clean, safe water in local communities. 
Through technological innovation 
this work has taken on an even more 
exciting dimension.

Advancements in solar technology 
allow MI to bring change and capital 
to remote communities. Local church 
leaders apply for a well through their 
local district. Following a site feasibility 
assessment, MI partners to provide 
initial funding for the project. In the 

case of solar wells, two local contractors 
are then secured — one to complete 
the drilling and tower construction 
and another to install the solar and 
electrical equipment. This employment 
of local labor brings strength and 
stability to the developing economy of 
Mozambique. Working in tandem with 
oversight from Ezequiel Nhantumbo, 
MI director in Mozambique, the 
contractors build a system where the 
water is pulled from the ground and 
stored in a tank above to provide 
adequate supply and water pressure. 

The beauty of this system is it provides 
enough gravitational power to pipe 
clean, safe water not just to a single 
pump but directly into homes! People 
in the surrounding area may pay for 
this service or walk to the well to access 
clean water. The money received by 
those paying to have water piped to 
homes helps maintain the system and 
provide revenue for the local church. In 
some areas this has led to as much as 
$6,000 a year! As a result, not only does 
this project meet the goal of increasing 
health, it provides maintenance costs 
and revenue for the local church.

Transforming  
the Heart & Mind
One of the hallmarks of the MI has 
been church-to-church partnerships. 
The MI supports several schools 
and training centers to extend the 
transformation of the heart and mind. 
Malema Primary School is one of these 
places.

At the end of March, Bishop Joaquina 
Nhanala, bishop of the Mozambique 
Annual Conferences, traveled to 
Malema to dedicate a new worship 
space built with local funds and to 
visit Malema Primary School. In the 
remote, northwest corner of the country, 

35www.moumethodist.org



access to education is often limited. Seeing the 
need, the UMC in Mozambique determined to 
do something about this. Through MI, several 
Missouri partners collaborated to build Malema 
Primary School, and construction of two school 
buildings, housing first through third grades, 
ventilated improved toilets and a residence for the 
school director were completed in 2018. Currently, 
there are approximately 60 students in each grade. 
The current plan is to expand the school each 
year until the school can educate local children 
for six years. This school gives students in this 
remote area access and the opportunity to excel in 
education. 

Transforming the Community
As we experience in our own lives, transformation 
of a community can happen in a lot of different 
ways. In Mozambique microfinance projects, 
support for orphanages, and church or chapel 
construction projects all fall within the scope of 
this area of partnership. A standout among these 
efforts has been the Dondo Motorbike Project. 
The Motorbike Project is an income generating 

project overseen by the Dondo United Methodist 
Church. As churches strive to meet their 
financial commitments to pastors, staff and the 
larger Conference, projects like these can help 
close the gap between the offering plate and the 
annual budget. Dondo has been particularly 
entrepreneurial.

First, the church identified the need for people to 
have safe, efficient and affordable transport in their 
community. Second, they requested and received 
an MI grant for an initial investment to purchase a 
motorbike. Running the bike as a taxi, the church 
set up a business, recouped their maintenance/
replacement costs, supported the driver’s salary, 
set aside funds for additional bikes, and used the 
remaining profits to support the church.

This February, Dondo UMC dedicated its 
third motorcycle! Keeping thorough records, 
maintaining honest but firm management 
strategies and replacing the motorcycles with new 
equipment annually have all contributed to the 
success of this project. The project has worked so 
well they are hoping to share their lessons with 
other churches who may want to start the same.

Transformation has been the goal over these 
last 20 years. As we celebrate all God has 
done we recognize the incredible creativity 
and contributions by people in Mozambique, 
Missouri and places in between that have given 
of their time and talent to this relationship. If you 
would like to learn more about the Mozambique 
Initiative, restart or revive your relationship, or 
simply connect at a deeper level with this ministry 
contact Rev. Lucas Endicott, Senior Mission 
Strategist, at lendicott@moumethodist.org. In the 
meantime may God continue to work through the 
Mozambique Initiative.
 

36 April 2019  |  The Missouri Methodists



This month I’d like to discuss stage monitoring 
systems. There are many products available to 

you and your congregation, so which is best?

Stage monitors are any type of device used to 
send the sound from your PA system back to 
the performers and speakers in your service. 
The benefit is that individuals can hear a direct 
representation of everything onstage at an 
equal volume. This is particularly beneficial 
to musicians, but speakers sometimes enjoy 
being able to use monitors as well. Today, we’ll 
discuss three different types of stage monitors: 
no monitors, floor monitors and in-ear 
monitors.

For some church services, monitors are not 
necessary. If your service is held in a small 
room, and your music team only involves 
a few members with acoustic instruments, 
you may only need speakers directed at the 
congregation for minimal sound reinforcement. 
This option is best if musicians are already 
hearing each other well enough in the current 
performance situation. Adding monitors in 
this instance is simply going to clutter the 
sound in your room and possibly make the 
service too loud. Example ensembles would 
be choir accompanied by piano, vocal soloist 
accompanied by guitar or piano, and other 
small acoustic ensembles.

In other instances, floor 
monitors may be the best 
option. If your team or 
stage is slightly larger, you 
may need monitors so that 
the ensemble can hear one 
another. Additionally, you 
may want to investigate this 
option if your musicians are 
not highly trained or have 
little experience with in-ear 
monitors. These can also be handy if you are 
on a budget. Floor monitors can often be fairly 
inexpensive and quite durable.

The final option worth considering would be 
in-ear monitors. There are many reasons that this 
could be best for you, each of which is valuable. 
In-ear monitors offer you the option of sending 
the “mixed” sound directly to each musician’s 
headphones. Given that each musician would 
be monitoring via headphones, your service 
eliminates the necessity of more speakers on stage. 

This can make your service sound quieter and 
less cluttered. Some products in this category 
also allow musicians to mix their own levels for 
each instrument and voice via personal device. 
This eliminates time from your sound check and 
minimizes complaints from performers to your 
sound engineer.
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Ryan McClouth, 
Assistant Professor of 
Music, Music Ministry 
Program Coordinator

MUSIC MATTERS
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There is no one answer to 
this question that fits every 
situation. There are many 

factors to consider, and decisions 
should be made in consultation with 
local church leaders, and by seeking 
the advice of trusted advisors, such as 
a C2FM financial coach. 

In an itinerant system, pastors have 
more risks than the average person 
because they may have to move 
quickly, sell in a down market or break 
a lease. These situations can cause 
added expense, and that expense can 
be compounded if the move is to a 
lower-paid appointment, or if the 
move causes an employed spouse to 
lose employment and income. 

Tips on Buying, Selling & Renting
The risks of home ownership are offset 
by the possibility of adding value to 
your financial situation as your equity 
grows and/or the value appreciates. 
If you decide home ownership is for 
you, here are some ways to lower the 
financial risks:
• Put 20 percent down when you 

buy. If you don’t have 20 percent 
available, delay the purchase until 
you do or buy a cheaper house so the 
amount you have saved is at least 20 
percent of the price of the property. 
There are good reasons to do this: 
• You avoid buying Private 

Mortgage Insurance. PMI is 
insurance that lenders require 
from the borrower when less than 

20 percent is put down. PMI 
protects the lender from loss. 
PMI typically costs .5 percent to 
1 percent of the loan balance but 
can be more. 

• A larger down payment allows 
more pricing flexibility when it is 
time to sell. A lower asking price 
can help speed the sale in a down 
market. 

• You can negotiate a lower interest 
rate when you put down at least 
20 percent.

• Get a 15-year mortgage. Though 
the monthly payments are slightly 
higher, the interest rate is lower and 
the total amount of interest paid is 
substantially lower. You also build 
equity more quickly which adds to 
the flexibility to negotiate on the 
selling price if necessary. 

• Buy property in a price range that 
is affordable for the area and in a 
location that is desirable to a large 
number of buyers. Again, this will 
increase the likelihood of a swift 
sale in the future. 

• Keep the house well-maintained and 
put some effort in staging it when it 
goes on the market. 

• Work with a realtor who explains 
how they will market the property 
and ask for references. 

• Leasing or renting a house, duplex 
or apartment avoids some of the 
risks (and benefits) of ownership 
but may be the right decision for 
you. A long-term lease (two or more 
years) should cost less than shorter 

periods. Understand the penalties 
and subletting options for early 
termination. Negotiate to have the 
lease end June 30th to align it with 
the appointive year - just in case! 

Special Resources for Pastors
The dream of home ownership is often 
part of a long-term financial plan, 
either during one’s working years 
or in retirement. UM pastors have 
a wonderful mechanism for saving 
toward such a goal through Wespath’s 
UMPIP program. 

A disciplined practice of saving money 
every month into this sort of low-cost, 
tax-free investment program can build 
the equity to make the dream a reality. 
Through Wespath all UM pastors 
have free access to an EY investment 
counselor who can help set up the 
right savings plan to accomplish your 
goals. Learn more about this free 
service at www.wespath.org. 

The Clergy and Church Financial 
Ministry provides grants to qualifying 
pastors for relocation assistance. The 
application for direct aid can be found 
on the Missouri United Methodist 
Foundation website at https://mumf.
org/c2fm/c2fm-directaid. You may 
also contact the C2FM director, Chris 
Bouchard, at (573) 268-4440, or by 
email at cbouchard@mumf.org. 

THE MISSOURI METHODIST FOUNDATION
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Susan Brandes at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Susan Brandes at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App
The magazine is available via a free app on iPads or 
iPhones. Search the iTunes library for The Missouri 
Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like 
to share about the magazine, or if you want to connect 
Fred Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with 
a talented writer, photographer or videographer in your 
congregation, e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.
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NOW READ THIS

P ower Moves: Moving Power in the Right Direction is an 
energetic approach to a Christ-centered life in ministry. It 
is a powerful guide for church leaders that investigates the 

sources and manifestation of spiritual power and control, the 
good and the bad, as well as the healthy and unhealthy, that are 
working behind the scenes in church and in life.

This is a passionate and crucial guide for understanding the 
intricate power dynamics at play in every believer’s life, both 
in the church and in the everyday world. Power moves in the 
world – in homes and in the church. When there is unhealthy 
power and control in the church, and a lack of accountability 
in the leadership structure, it leads to conflict. Conflict leads to 
division, and division leads to decline. 

Power Moves offers a guide to help church leadership to 
recognize unhealthy control, its sources and its effects on the 
congregation. It is a valuable resource for gaining direction, 
accountability, and self-awareness in pastors and laity. Readers 
seeking the truth of the invisible will come away enlightened 
by this insightful commentary. 

Rev. Dr. Antonio Settles is an elder in the United Methodist 
Church with over 20years of experience in leadership 
development in the local church. He serves as a coach and 
mentor to pastors. Foreword written by Bishop Robert Farr, 
Resident Bishop of the Missouri Annual Conference.

SMALL GROUPS  |  LEADERSHIP TRAINING  |  BIBLE STUDIES  |  SUNDAY SCHOOL
Available on Amazon, Barnes & Noble and Other Online Retailers

WORKSHOPS  |  SPEAKING  |  LEADERSHIP TRAINING
pastor_settles@sbcglobal.net — www.fb.com/authorantoniosettles — www.authorantoniosettles.com 

“Power Moves is one of the most 
riveting, yet comprehensive and timely 

works of the 21st century that deals 
with modern day authority…” 

Dr. Anthony Witherspoon, Pastor,  

Washington Metropolitan AMEZ

“…honest, practical, and realistic 
insights to better understand the 

various applications of power and 
how the power of love can prevail.”

Rudy Rasmus, Co-Pastor, St. John’s UMC

“If you are a pastor or church 
leading looking to enhance your 

church’s ministry, then Power 
Moves is the book for you.” 

Dr. Emanuel Cleaver III, Pastor,  

St. James UMC
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Progress continues in our work in 
Puerto Rico. The church roof has 
been replaced, the clinic is repaired 
and ready for the next plans of the 
Methodist Church of Puerto Rico, 
and our teams are working on homes 
in the community. Over 45 teams 
have registered to serve and you can 
find updates on the work at: www.
volunteerinpuertorico.org/updates.

However, we need your help! As of 
March 1 we have raised $97,264.79 
toward our $150,000 goal. Would you 
be willing to contribute part or all of 
your Easter offering to the rebuilding 
fund for Puerto Rico? As construction 
moves into the interior of the church, 
funds are needed to replace materials 
in the children’s ministry space, 
rebuild a kitchen used for outreach 
to the local community, and rebuild 
the water-soaked stage and chairs in 
the sanctuary. Your help will aid in 
bringing the project past the finish 
line and restore hope and ministry in 
Esperanza, Vieques!

Stay up-to-date with breaking 
news, upcoming events 
and important information 
from the Missouri United 
Methodists by subscribing to 
Net News.

www.moumethodist.org/
stayconnected

Subscribe 
to Net News

Puerto  
Rico  
Giving
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Love God
more deeply

by learning to
love your

neighbor better.

How did Jesus teach the Greatest Commandment to his disciples?

In his latest book Reckless Love, author and Pastor Tom Berlin writes that Jesus 
taught them to love neighbor fi rst as a way to more deeply love God. In his 
exploration of Jesus’ teaching and travels with his disciples, Berlin suggests that 
Jesus teaches us how to love God with heart, soul, mind, and strength by showing 
us how to love our neighbor. 

Learn how loving the people around you will completely renew your faith and give 
you a new experience of loving God.

Learn more at AbindonPress.com/RecklessLove 

Tom Berlin is senior pastor of Floris United Methodist Church in Herndon, VA. He is a 
graduate of Virginia Tech and Candler School of Theology at Emory University. Tom 
is the author of numerous books, among them Restored, The Generous Church, and 
Defying Gravity.

Additional components for a six-week study include a DVD 
featuring Tom Berlin and a comprehensive Leader Guide.

Love God
more deeply

by learning to
love your

neighbor better.

How did Jesus teach the Greatest Commandment to his disciples?

Paid Advertisement
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DISCOVER AND EXPERIENCE THE LOVE 
OF GOD IN OLD TESTAMENT LAW.

Do you struggle with knowing how the Old 
Testament law aligns with the good news 
found in the New Testament?

In The Gospel According to Leviticus, 
author and pastor David Kalas explores 
what he sees as a rather significant hole in 
so many American Christians’ experience. 
For many, the New Testament is seen 
unloving. 

In his thoughtful and assuring style, Kalas 
assists you in discovering God’s love in the 
gospel of the Old Testament. Create a small 
group six-week study when you combine 
the book with the additional Leader Guide.

Learn More at Cokesbury.com

Paid Advertisement
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As we journey through Lent to the cross, it is beneficial 
to be accompanied by the verse of Charles Wesley. I 
want to look at hymn 374 in The United Methodist 
Hymnal, which is printed as a poem. It is a pleading by 
God for sinners to turn from death to life.

As we read the hymn, what strikes us first is that 
Charles understands salvation as the work of the Trinity. 
In the first three verses God our Maker, God our Savior 
and God the Spirit each ask us to turn to God. It begins 
this way:

Sinners, turn: why will you die?
God, your Maker, asks you why.
God, who did your being give,
made you himself, that you might live;
he the fatal cause demands,
asks the work of his own hands.
Why, you thankless creatures, why
will you cross his love, and die?

We were created by God, in God’s own image. But 
we are not the way we are supposed to be. God’s love 
reaches out to us in Jesus Christ so that we can regain 
the life which we have lost.

Sinners, turn: why will you die?
God, your Savior, asks you why.
God, who did your souls retrieve,
died himself, that you might live,
Will you let him die in vain?
Crucify your Lord again?
Why, you ransomed sinners, why
will you slight his grace, and die?

God loved us so much that God became one of us and 
died for us, that we might have new life. This is more 
than a desire for the prodigal to return home. It is God 
going out in the far country to find us and bring us 

home. God takes the initiative 
and yearns for our response.

The Holy Spirit reaches out in 
love to enable and invite us to 
turn to God:

Sinners, turn: why will you die?
God, the Spirit, asks you why;
he, who all your lives hath strove,
wooed you to embrace his love.
Will you not his grace receive?
Will you still refuse to live?
Why, you long-sought sinners, why
will you grieve your God, and die?

John Wesley often spoke of what God had done for us in 
Jesus Christ and what God does in us through the Holy 
Spirit. Because of what God does for us we are forgiven 
and reconciled to God. But the goal of salvation is a new 
life in Christ. It is our being restored to the image of 
God by the Holy Spirit so that we love as God has loved 
us in Jesus Christ. Charles puts it this way:

You whom he ordained to be 
transcripts of the Trinity,
you, whom he in life doth hold,
you, for whom himself was sold,
you, on whom he still doth wait,
whom he would again create;
made by him, and purchased, why,
why will you forever die?

As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NRSV), “So if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything 
old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”

The promise of salvation is that we can be created anew, 
given a life of love that not even death can take from us.

WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY BY HAL KNIGHT

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies, Saint Paul 
School of Theology
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

Called
SATURDAY, APRIL 13 

Time: 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Website: www.moumethodist.org/called

Whether you are starting a new worship service, launching 
a multi-site campus, or starting a whole new ministry, 
success often rises and falls on the involvement of the 
laity. In this seminar, Rev. Dr. Ken Nash will teach the best 
practices for creating and training a healthy launch team of 
laypersons. You will walk away knowing the pitfalls to avoid 
and will have the necessary tools to help each person find 
their place in the new ministry.

Rev. Dr. Ken Nash serves as the Lead Pastor of Watermark 
Wesleyan near Buffalo, New York. Over the past several 
years, Ken has overseen the launching of fifteen new 
campuses/church plants around the country with each of 
them led by lay persons from within the local church. Ken 
has become a frequent conference speaker and coach for 
various ministries. His lively and creative teaching style will 
keep you engaged in the material and will give you a desire 
to live out what you have learned. He is an avid sports fan 
and adventurist having recently completed a marathon 
through the Grand Canyon. He is married to his college 
sweetheart and they have 4 children.

CMU Leadership Institute: 
Leading a Revolution in Generosity
SATURDAY, APRIL 25 

Time: 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Website: www.mumf.org/2019/generosity-revolution
Location: Central Methodist University, Jacobs Conference 
Center, 411 Central Methodist Sq., Fayette, MO 65248
Speaker: Dr. Scott McKenzie, Partner & Senior Vice 
President at Horizon Stewardship 

Dr. Scott McKenzie passionately believes stewardship 
is ultimately a question of faith development and 
discipleship. As a national workshop leader, author, and 
conference speaker, he teaches stewardship as “grounded 
in gratitude, revealed in prayer and lived in faith.” This 
program is designed for pastors, and Dr. McKenzie will 
discuss the best and worst practices in stewardship, how 
to recruit the right generosity team, and the importance 
of leadership. Pastors will explore and reflect on personal 
experiences and expectations that impact how we think, 
act and lead within the church – and how to better lead 
the generosity revolution! Dr. McKenzie is a partner and 
Senior Vice President with Horizons Stewardship. He is a 
UM pastor, having served churches and as the Director of 
Stewardship in the Western Pennsylvania Conference of 
the UMC.

47www.moumethodist.org

Delegates move with prayer flags in 
witness for the One Church Plan during 
day four of the United Methodist General 
Conference in St. Louis.  Photo by 
Kathleen Barry, UMNS.
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Eagles don’t allow storms to 
overpower them. They don’t 
cower in hiding at the approach 
of a storm and don’t flee from 

the tempest when it arrives in full furry.  
They use the energy and pressure of 
the storm’s winds to rise above it and 
then glide conserving their own energy.  

My prayer is that we can, through the 
work of the Holy Spirit, do the same 
in our individual spiritual lives and as 
leaders within the church when storms 
rage. This picture was taken on March 2, 
2019. Contemplating my photos of the 
eagles reminded me of the 40th chapter 
of Isaiah, which I often use in funerals.  

When we need strength, hope, a power 
greater than our own, it comes from 
Christ who calms raging storms. When 
we need to tap into the power of a love 
which enables us to confront and soar 
above evil in whatever form it presents 
itself, we have Christ who has overcome 
the world.


