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REACHING OTHERS 
IN THE NEW YEAR
“I’m not sure how I feel about the Christmas 
Experience tour...” So opined one of my 
fellow coworkers here at the Conference 
office, and I didn’t disagree – I too had mixed 
feelings about it.
 For the past two years, United Methodist 
Communications has taken out a truck 
on tour. They contract the truck from a 
marketing agency and drive a big lap around 
the country. So, the downside of these mixed feelings mostly circle around, “Wait, how 
much does that cost? Is that really effective?” But let’s keep this editorial on the positive side 
of that mix. 
 The tour coordinates with the local churches via the conferences. If you think the people 
who work for the general agencies need to get out among local churches more – well, they are 
doing it. The tour aims at getting to high-traffic areas, and spreads a message of peace and 
good will. It gives away hot chocolate – who can argue with that? It nice to have some kind of 
United Methodist Church branding effort going on, and for goodness sake, it is just one truck 
for two weeks for the entire denomination – that doesn’t really seem that extravagant. 
 United Methodist Communications is not just talking the talk of taking church outside the 
walls, but they are walking the walk, or in this case, driving the very long drive. And they aren’t 
doing it solo, they are asking local churches to partner with them at each stop along the way. 
 For the first time, the tour had a stop planned for Missouri. As the route worked out, their 
last stop would be in Kansas City on Monday, December 17. UMCOM contacted me and 
asked for recommendations regarding where to go and who to partner with. 
 I checked in with Rev. Keith Morgan at Country Club UMC, and he immediately said yes. 
We then had a few conference calls where we all talked, and the UMCOM reps somewhat 
nervously asked, “Do you think you’ll be able to get some volunteers out there to help?” to 
which Keith confidently replied, “That won’t be a problem.” They were asking people to do 
sidewalk evangelism outside in December on a Monday afternoon/evening within a week of 
Christmas with only a couple of weeks notice. Keith’s can-do attitude impressed me. 
 He wasn’t overconfident; he just knew his church. The volunteers from Country Club UMC 
were out in full force. Young adults, moms with little children, older adults – there were all 
kinds of volunteers. As soon as the truck opened up, it was surrounded by a diverse crowd 
of people out having a good time, and they were all Country Club volunteers. That created 
critical mass for passerbys to be able to check out what was going on without being put on the 
spot. It all just worked – because Country Club UMC made it work. They enthusiastically 
greeted shoppers and diners, offered them hot cocoa, took photos, colored Christmas cards for 
Della lamb – the church even brought their brass quintet to the scene. I think the UMCOM 
rep must have been pretty impressed with the way Missouri capped off their tour. 
 Creative marketing always runs the risk of looking silly or in some way improper, but 
the plus side is people were getting out there sharing the love of Christ in the midst of the 
Christmas hustle and bustle. The religious and secular sides of Christmas met up on the 
sidewalk and seemed to like each other and get along pretty well. The best way to go about 
outreach is debatable, but I give thanks for all the people willing to step up and try something 
new. May we all be open to new opportunities to reach others in the coming year. 
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MESSAGE FROM BISHOP FARR

L ast fall I heard Australian evangelist Christine 
Caine speak at the New Room Conference 
in Nashville, Tennessee. Caine is a popular 
international speaker. 

She and her husband, Nick, founded a global anti-
human trafficking organization, The A21 Campaign, 
and the Propel Women organization. She said some 
impactful things that I want to share.

1. The first statement that got my attention was, 
“The Church lives in the womb of the world.”
I had to think on that! It is based on John 17:15 and 
16. “I’m not asking that you take them out of this 
world but that you keep them safe from the evil one. 
They don’t belong to this world, just as I don’t belong 
to this world.”

It is one of the sayings of Jesus about being in the 
world, but not of the world. Christine wondered if we 
had done the opposite: gotten out of the world as we 
huddled in our churches while at the same time making 
our churches more of the world. We invited people 
to join our churches as we escaped the world; yet we 
absorb many of the western world practices inside the 
church, which makes it hard to distinguish Christians 
from non-Christians while living in the world.
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 It reminded me of Luke’s passage in Chapter 14 
about salt. “If salt loses its saltiness, what good is it?”

2. Christine observed that the Western Church 
seems to have PDS, Passion Deficit Syndrome.
Where is the passion? Discipleship is a passionate 
love affair with Jesus, not a religious obligation. This 
reminds me of Matthew 13:44 (The Message), “God’s 
kingdom is like a treasure hidden in a field for years 
and then accidentally found by a trespasser. The finder 
is ecstatic — what a find! — and proceeds to sell 
everything he owns to raise money and buy that field.” 
Where is our passion?

3. Christine said: “The character of a pastor 
shapes and forms the nature of the local 
church.” Then she reminded the clergy that we 
are “co-laborers with Christ, not co-stars with 
Christ.” That we needed to stop doing church 
and start being the Church.
Wow! I would ask us all to think about these three 
points and ask, “Where are we?”

Her speech reminded me of John Wesley’s number one 
worry about the future of Methodism: of becoming a 
dead sect, as if we had the outer form of religion; but 
no inner substance of faith. We may have the form of 

faith, the look of faith, but not the function of faith in 
our daily living. 

We live in a lost world that is full of carelessness, 
distraction, fear, hate, racism, sexism, intentional and 
unintentional decisions, and much, much more.

We, the disciples of Jesus Christ are not to hide from 
the mess of the world, but we are not to be of the 
world. We have generations of people who are in need 
of a GPS (God Positioning System) reroute toward 
purpose, meaning and grace that God alone through 
Jesus can provide. The Church needs a GPS reroute 
to be more substance than form, more passion than 
obligation, more being than doing. 

It starts with each of us. Are we in the world and of 
the world? Are we out of the world but of the world? 
Or, are we in the world but not of the world? Matthew 
5:13 says, “You are salt and light for all the world.” Salt 
and light! Are we? Or, do we need a God positioning 
reroute?

In Christ,

Bishop Farr
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To encourage and support innovative ways to create New Places for New People, the Office 
of Congregational Excellence is offering grant opportunities to all Missouri churches. 
Grants are available for each of the five kinds of New Places. Grants will be awarded twice 
a year. Deadlines for application are September 15 and February 1 each year. In the first 
round in September 2018, the center received 33 grant applications. Of those, 24 grants were 
approved. Grant amounts ranged from $1,500 to $100,000. “Each church can receive only 
one grant per “new place” category. Grant money is not intended for salary support. A full 
description of the available grants and their amounts is below: 

NPNP GRANTS

2018 Grant Type Submitted Approved Total Amount

Small Group 9 7 $13,500 

Recovery Ministry 2 2 $5,000 

Missional Community 12 9 $41,000 

New Worship 7 5 $50,000 

New Church & MS 3 1 $100,000 

Total 33 24 $209,500 

New Places Congregational Excellence Grants 

SMALL GROUPS (MAX GRANT OF $2,000)
Small Group: A group of 3-12 people that gathers at least 
twice a month to experience what it means to Know, Care, 
Grow and Share.

Know = Know and Love God and Neighbor  
(Mark 1228:31) 

Care = Bear one another’s burdens’ (Galatians 6:2) 

Grow = ‘Teach them to obey’ through applying Scripture 
(Matthew 28:20) (It’s not about information; it’s about 
transformation.) 

Share = Witness and Serve beyond the church walls as 
authentic followers (Matthew 28:19 and Mark 10:45) 

This grant allows for a maximum $2,000 investment from 
the Missouri Conference. Up to 25 grants will be awarded.

RECOVERY MINISTRY 
(MAX GRANT OF $3,000)
Recovery Ministry: A group of any size that helps 
people recover from addictions, e.g. Christian 12-
step approach or Celebrate Recovery. 

Churches may also partner with recovery groups 
they host, such as AA, Al-Anon, Gam-Anon, 
etc. by offering racical hospitality, building 
relationships with group leaders praying for 
requests made anonymously, and/or making 
available a designated chaplain. 

This grant allows for a maximum $3,000 
investment from the Missouri Conference. Up to 
25 grants will be awarded. 
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DOES YOUR CHURCH HAVE A 
NEW PLACE FOR NEW PEOPLE? 
Let us know! www.moumethodist.org/newplacesfornewpeople

NEW CHURCH OR MULTISITE 
(MAX GRANT OF $100,000)
New Church or Multisite: A new stand-alone body of 
believers or a new site of an existing congregation created 
to reach new people. This grant allows for a maximum of 
$100,000 investment from the Missouri Conference. Up 
to 10 grants will be awarded. This grant is a three-year tier 
grant and will be paid out on a monthly basis. New site 
projects that have already begun are not eligible. 

NEW WORSHIP SERVICE 
(MAX GRANT OF $10,000)
New Worship Service: A group of 15 or more that meets at 
least twice monthly to experience the Living God and reach 
persons not currently involved in a worshiping community. 
This grant allows for a maximum $10,000 investment from 
the Missouri Conference. Up to 20 grants will be awarded. 

MISSIONAL COMMUNITIES 
(MAX GRANT OF $5,000)
Missional Community: An ongoing group of 
any size outside the walls of a church that offers 
the good news of Jesus Christ to unchurched 
people in a neighborhood or community around 
a specific need or interest without the expectation 
that people will come to a church building 
(e.g. Missional communities can take place in 
bowling alleys, fitness centers, restaurants, VFW 
halls, homes, workplaces and more. Christian 
community can be built among students, artists, 
scientists, the homeless and others. It’s about 
serving people, listening to them, and figuring 
out by the leadership of the Holy Spirit what 
form church should take as its planted in the 
context where people live, work and do life.) This 
grant allows for a maximum $5,000 investment 
from the Missouri Conference. Up to 25 grants 
will be awarded.  

Gateway Central: 6
Gateway Regional: 3
Heartland: 6
Mark Twain: 1
Mid-State: 6

Northwest: 1
Ozarks: 3
Southeast: 3
Southwest: 2

APPLY By FEBRUARY 1 – www.moumethodistorg/newplacesgrants 

Many churches are working hard to establish their new places for 
new people. To report new places for new people at your church, 
go to www.moumethodist.org/newplacesfornewpeople. By district 
application (some churches applied for more than one grant):

GRANT QUESTIONS? Contact Tammy Calcote, 
Executive Assistant, Congregational Excellence 
at tcalcote@moumethodist.org
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F
irst UMC in Rolla has 
accepted that if they want 
to involve new people 
in the church, they are 
going to have to try 

doing something new. They’re 
approaching that in several different 
ways, including a new mid-week 
worship service, and have received 
one of the first rounds of grants from 
the Missouri Conference Office of 
Congregational Excellence to help get 
it going. 
 The service is called Wednesday 
Encounter. They did a soft launch of 
the service starting in September. “We 
decided to just dive in rather than wait 
until next year to get things going,” 
Rev. Bill LaMora said.
 Things kick off on Wednesday night 
rally-style. The church was inspired 
to get things started this way when 
they saw how well it worked at the 
beginning of the Ignite Mobile Camp 
they hosted. The children in church 
gather in the front and do a line dance. 
After this everyone then breaks up into 
groups. The college students go upstairs 
to their own space, the children go 
to two different classrooms divided 
by age, and the adults stay in the 
multi-purpose room for a Bible study 
or participatory conversation around 
a topic of interest. They come back 
together for worship at 6:30, Worship 
is about 45 minutes long so that 
families aren’t out too late on a school 
night. Each worship service concludes 
with communion.
 The sermon is family-oriented, and 
the children provide a song for the 
congregation that they worked 
on during their breakout session. 
Attendance has been around 50. Some 
weeks there are about a dozen new 
people; some weeks it’s more like three 
or four. 

 

The service has taken off 
with some college students 
who were involved with the campus 
ministry program but not attending on 
Sunday mornings. It has also helped 
bridge the gap between families who 
have children in the church’s preschool 
program but were not otherwise 
involved in the church. The Wednesday 
Encounter is very child friendly, and 
some move about the room on the their 
own during worship without anyone 
taking notice. 
 Amy Cornelius is youth pastor at 
the church and has initiated becoming 
a license local pastor. A recent outing 
to the skating rink involved 25 youth. 
Many come to worship service on 
Sunday evenings geared specifically 
for youth. Cornelius has become the 
preacher for that service. 
 “I started exploring my call to 
ministry at the Candidacy Summit last 
June,” Cornelius said. 
 She worked as a teacher for 10 years 
before she started working at the 
church, which started with LaMora 
cold calling her and asking her if she 
would be interested in working with 
the youth group. The sermon series in 
November was themed around “First 
Things First” and achieving success by 
having the right priorities, essentially 
focusing on the things that matter. 
 Many people in the church are taking 
a strong look at their membership vows, 
and they provided video testimonies 
relating to how those vows are being 
fulfilled by how they live their lives. 
One was from a local physician who 
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First UMC in Rolla is trying several different approaches 
to reach out to new people, including small groups 

that are outside the norm of what many people expect 
at church. The Beer and Bible small group meets at 6 
p.m. at the Public House in Rolla, a microbrewery located 
in a former lumberyard. The age range of the group 
is strikingly diverse, ranging from college students to 
retirees, with every age in between. Although they call it 
Beer and Bible, it’s not a raucous beer fest. Some people 
were ordering dinner, others just got a drink. Several 
people were drinking water or soda. The beer drinkers 
stopped with one.

 They begin the meeting with a prayer, and then started 
sharing God moments, or places where they had seen 
God working in their lives. From there they moved into 
the book discussion. During October they were studying 
Imagine Heaven by John Burke. The book is about near 
death experiences. They are open to studying books like 
this, that address religious themes but aren’t necessarily 
Methodist. They do so with caution, though. 
 “Books like this often pick individual lines of scripture 
to try to support their case, but you have to consider the 
context of the writing of the scripture,” campus minister 
Mark Potrafka said.
 First UMC Rolla has a very active Wesley group at the 
University of Missouri School of Science and Technology, 
with about 20 students in regular attendance, and 40–50 
at the weekly lunch. Some of the students from the 
Wesley group are active participants in Beer and Bible, 
and were engaged in the discussion that questioned 
some aspects of Burke’s take on the afterlife. 
“As far as the details of the after life go, does it even 
matter? As long as I’m with God I’m good,” said one 
college student.
 Rev. Bill LaMora noted some places where Burke’s 
commentary strayed from accepted United Methodist 
interpretation of scripture. He also encouraged people 
to read well accredited material, consider their own 
experiences and be open to lifelong learning. 
 “It’s important that we don’t just take information that 
was funneled to us in kindergarten and make that the 
only story we know for the rest of our life,” LaMora said.

is a member of the church, and 
has built a reputation in the 
community as being the go-to 
person to come up with food for 
people in need. 
 “It is my mission to keep good 
food out of the trash,” she said. 
“The idea of serving others is 
important to me. As a church, we 
need to get outside of our walls 
and get our hands dirty.” 
Bob Krause, who has his own 
band and was recruited to be a 
praise team leader at the church, 
explained how he made his 
musical talent his ministry. 
 “Just wrap Jesus around 
whatever you are good at,” he 
said. “It makes an easy way to 
witness to other people.” 
 LaMora structures the 
Wednesday service to be a soft-
entrance to worship, and it has 
served as that. Several people who 
have participated haven’t been to 

a Sunday morning service at any 
church in many years. He also has 
a strong core group of people from 
Sunday services that provide energy 
and the critical mass that the 

service needs. For them LaMora 
tries to structure the service as a 
supplemental reinforcement to the 
worship they are experiencing on 
Sunday mornings. 
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L ast June Rev. Sheila Bouie-Sledge left Annual 
Conference Session inspired by the urging of 

Conference leaders for local churches to partner with 
neighboring schools. She was newly appointed to 
North Park United Methodist Church in St. Louis, 
and Earl Nance Senior elementary school is essentially 
in the church’s backyard. The neighborhood faces 
challenges with poverty and crime, and a school-church 
partnership seemed like a natural fit. 
 Where to start was a challenging question, though. 
Another church already had a reading mentoring program 
in place with the school. Bouie-Sledge was discussing 
this with friend one evening at Panera when she noticed 
sitting behind them was a young child playing chess 
with an adult. As the adult started to pack up to leave, 
she approached him with the idea of starting a chess 
program at the church. He replied that he was part of the 
chess federation and teaches chess as part of the St. Louis 
public school curriculum. He was immediately excited 
about that prospect of getting a program started as a 
partnership between the school and church. 

 Bouie-Sledge’s next step was recruitment. She initially 
tried handing out fliers as people were picking up their 
children from school, but it seemed like a rushed time and 
she didn’t think it people were paying much attention. 
Next she tried being part of the school’s open house. 
She had a chess set set up at her table, which attracted 
attention and resulted in the sign up of several interested 
participants. The chess club was off and running. 
 The club meets on Mondays and Wednesdays after 
school. The church received a New Places for New People 
grant from Congregational Excellence to help fund this 
new missional community. At the conclusion of each class 
,there is pizza and snacks. There were four people at the 
first meeting in October. By early December they had 21 
players – 15 students and six adults. 
 Instructor Eric Payne runs the class with extremely 
strict discipline, demanding focus and attention of the 
students at all times. Although he is very demanding, he 
also presents himself as being equally caring about the 
students and extremely passionate about chess, so his 
rigid rules are well received by the entire class. 
 Bouie-Sledge goes to Nance Elementary to escort 
some students from the school to the church, and others 
are brought over by their parents or grandparents. Since 
they are at the church early, the students go to work 
arranging the tables and chairs and setting up the room 
for the class. 
 Payne isn’t just teaching the students how to play 
chess, he is training them so they will reach a level 
that they will be competitive in chess tournaments. He 
started the class by going through each piece one-by-
one, thoroughly teaching the movements. During a 
recent class in early December, he was teaching the final 
piece, the knight. 
 “The knight is the trickiest, most complex piece. Some 
people call them horseys. I like to call them my pets,” 
Payne said. “The knight makes you think three, four or 
five moves ahead.”
 Payne jumped into a drill with the students setting up 
their two knights against an opposing row of pawns, to 
get the feel for how they can move and attack. Once he 
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Missional Community
An ongoing group of any size outside the 
walls of a church that offers the good news 
of Jesus Christ to unchurched people in 
a neighborhood or community around 
a specific need or interest without the 
expectation that people will come to a 
church building (e.g. Missional communities 
can take place in bowling alleys, fitness 
centers, restaurants, VFW halls, homes, 
workplaces and more. Christian community 
can be built among students, artists, 
scientists, the homeless and more. It’s 
about serving people, listening to them, 
and figuring out by the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit what form church should take 
as it’s planted in the context where people 
live, work and do life.)

PATHWAY TO STARTING A NEW 
MISSIONAL COMMUNITY
1. Begin with a dangerous prayer: Lord, 

use me.
2. Assess the needs/interests in your 

mission field.
3. Communicate the needs/interests 

to your congregation and create 
awareness (videos, sermon series).

4. Cultivate ideas and leadership using 
FAN (see the webinar: https://vimeo.
com/261009425).

5. Network both inside and outside the 
church.

FRESH EXPRESSIONS
The original resource for the international 
movement called Fresh Expressions – 
missionary disciples cultivating new kinds 
of church alongside existing congregations 
to more effectively engage our growing 
post-Christian society.

FRESH EXPRESSIONS VIDEO CHANNEL
Multiple short videos on Fresh Expressions 
concept and ideas.

LEARN + LEAD WEBINARS: 
EXPONENTIAL — WHY & HOW 
TO MULTIPLY YOUR MINISTRY
A practical webinar led by Rev. Dr. Ken 
Nash is the lead pastor of Wesleyan Church 
of Hamburg in Hamburg, New York on the 
concept of multiplication and the “art of 
reproducing yourself,” including the simple 
and effective FAN method.

was satisfied the students had a good understanding of the 
power of knights movements, the class set up the board with 
the full set to play. 
 The play is formal. Each game begins with “Good luck” 
and a handshake. Each game ends with “Good game” and a 
handshake. 
 The class is very intergenerational, with ages ranging from 
preschool to senior citizens. Family members play each 
other and others in the class as they rotate around the room. 
Lyndi and Kaylyn Jones are sisters, and North Park is their 
grandmother’s church. They’ve enjoyed learning the game, 
facing off against each other and others in the class. 
 “It’s better than just looking at my phone,” Lyndi Jones 
said. Wilma Childes attends with her great-grandson 
Devon, age 5. She also learned about the program at the 
open house at school. She thinks chess has been interesting 
for both of them. “It is teaching him how to focus,” she said.
 Harold Griffin Jr. lives near North Park UMC and learned 
about the chess program at the schools open house. He now 
has his three sons, including his preschooler, going to the 
chess club every Monday and Wednesday, and he plays with 
them at home. 
 “Chess teaches you how to think,” Griffin said. “It helps 
you relax and teaches you strategy. You have to make your 
next move your best move.”
 Although not involved with the church before, Griffin 
is now starting to attend worship there. Terri Williams is 
learning chess along with her grandchildren, and loving it. 
 “It teaches discipline, and how to think strategically,” she 
said. “It’s also been a fun way to get to know new people. I 
look forward to coming back each week.”
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The Office of Mission, Service and Justice has 
named Rev. Lucas Endicott as Senior Mission 
Strategist. In this redefined role, Endicott will provide 
daily management for the Mozambique Initiative, Global 
Connect (formerly V.I.M.) and the Conference’s short-
term recovery project in Puerto Rico. An ordained elder, 
Endicott was appointed to the Conference staff in 2015.
 Endicott has worked in the Office of MSJ as Mission 
Strategist since 2015 where he created the formational 
missions resource tool called Global Connect and 
helped establish various mission. projects around the 
world. Following 2017’s Hurricane Maria in Puerto 
Rico, he has provided leadership for the Conference’s 
response to the island of Vieques, Puerto Rico. To 
date, Missouri’s efforts have brought in almost $50,000 
toward a $150,000 goal, and 43 Global Connect teams 
have committed to serving in Vieques through March 
2019. The teams represent a diverse sampling of local 
churches from across the state, and seven of the groups 
are comprised primarily of young adults.
 Originally from southwest Missouri, Endicott has 
extensive experience in global mission. He worked 
for the General Board of Global Missions during his 
time at Princeton as a theological trainer for the young 
adult program and helped design the current global 
mission fellow program. Following seminary, he served 
as the first Director for Faith and Service at Central 
Methodist University. With a goal of learning more 
about how students access higher education, he studied 
on the border with Mexico, and in the spring he will 
complete his doctoral dissertation on “Innovation in 
Higher Education: Voices from Latin America and the 
Caribbean.” 
 Endicott loves coupling research and practice and 
is passionate for how the local church reaches out in 
ministry to all the world. Through his work, he hopes 
to contribute to the Methodist axiom “do no harm, do 
good, and stay in love with God.”
 The Office plans to implement this change 
immediately. As of this announcement, Endicott 
had recently returned from meetings with the Iglesia 
Metodista de Haití and was making initial plans to be in 
Mozambique, alongside representatives from the Office 

Lucas Endicott Larry Jacobs

Larry Jacobs has been hired as the Disaster 
Response and Readiness Coordinator. This is 
a part-time position. Jacobs will primarily work out 
of his home in St. Charles when not working directly 
with local churches on disaster response or conducting 
training events. Expect to see him a few times a month 
in the Conference Office as he works on sustaining and 
building systems that help our conference and local 
church disaster response. In the near future you will be 
able to reach him at ljacobs@moumethodist.org.
 Jacobs retired in 1993 from the American Red 
Cross after 15 years of service in various program and 
management positions in Disaster Services. He also 
worked from the St Louis Midwestern Operations 
Headquarters (now dissolved) as Emergency 
Preparedness Coordinator for Region 2, which covered 
five states, and Chief of Disaster Services which 
covered 17 Midwestern states in preparedness and 
disaster response. 
 An active member of Church of the Shepherd in St. 
Charles, he is involved in community missions leading 
biweekly services at a Memory Care facility, a member 
of the audio visual and hospitality team, and he will 
begin training in January as a Stephens Minister.

of Finance and 
Administration 
and the MI 
team, in early 2019. He will be working in the coming 
weeks to be fully transitioned to the MI project. Since 
Craig Stevenson’s departure in July, the MI has been 
managed by Missouri’s representative in Mozambique, 
Ezequiel “Ezy” Nhantumbo.
 As 2018 comes to a close, local church gifts and 
commitments to covenant partners in Mozambique is 
more important than ever. The Office of MSJ invites 
you to renew your financial commitments to your 
covenant partners before December 31, 2018, as a sign 
of encouragement and faithfulness. Please send your 
gifts to the Mozambique Initiative to the Missouri 
Annual Conference, 3601 Amron Ct., Columbia, 
MO, 65202.
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TINA L. HARRIS, 
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF MISSION, 
SERVICE & JUSTICE 
tharris@moumethodist.org 
• Disaster Response 
• Domestic or International Mission 
• Conference-led Ethnic & Racial Initiatives
• Festival of Sharing
• Global Connect (VIM)
• Global Health Initiative
• Haiti Water Plus
• Mozambique Initiative
• MSJ Team, Puerto Rico
• Poverty Initiatives
• Social Justice
• Values Team 

Dora Thackery, NextGen Executive Assistant 
dthackery@moumethodist.org

ROBERT FARR
Bishop Robert Farr serves as Bishop of the 
Missouri Area of The United Methodist Church. 
He was elected by the South Central Jurisdiction 
in July 2016 and assigned to the Missouri 
Area beginning September 2016. The Missouri 
Conference includes 780+ local churches, 
approximately 1,000 retired and active clergy 

and 80,000 weekly worshippers, offering ministry through local 
churches, colleges, campus ministries, social services and mission 
projects throughout the world.

KAREN HAYDEN 
DIRECTOR OF THE CENTER 
FOR LEADERSHIP EXCELLENCE 
khayden@moumethodist.org 
• Board of Ordained Ministry 
• Candidacy Summit
• Clergy Peer Learning
• Clergy Recruitment
• Coaching 
• Cole Scholars
• Course of Study
• Crossroads 
• College-age Internships
• Lay Servant Ministries 
• Licensing School 
• Mentors 
• Pastoral Excellence Fellows 
• Pastoral Training & Continuing Ed.
• Residents in Ministry
• Seminary Connections
• Vocational Call
 
Jenny Gragg, Executive Assistant 
jgragg@moumethodist.org

JEFF BAKER
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF NEXT 
GENERATION MINISTRIES 
jbaker@moumethodist.org
• Camping 
• Children & Youth Discipleship Ministries 
• College-age Ministries 
• Confirmation Resources
• Next Generation Ministries Team
• Youth Leadership Team 
• Youth Ministry 

Dora Thackery, Executive Assistant 
dthackery@moumethodist.org

NATE BERNEKING
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF FINANCE 
& ADMINISTRATION 
nberneking@moumethodist.org
• Apportionments 
• Board of Pensions
• Board of Trustees 
• Clergy Benefits 
• Clergy Support Team   
• Commission on Equitable Compensation
• Council on Finance & Administration
• Financial Systems 
• General Administrative Issues 
• Insurance 
• Legal or Tax-related Issues 

Christa Daro, Executive Assistant 
cdaro@moumethodist.org

ROGER ROSS
DIRECTOR OF THE CENTER 
FOR CONGREGATIONAL EXCELLENCE
rross@moumethodist.org
• Coaching
• Congregational Development Team
• Congregational Excellence Fellows
• Congregational-based Learning 
• Congregational Transformation
• Hispanic Ministries 
• Mission Insite Demographics 
• New Church Starts
• Simplified Structure
• Small Membership Church Initiatives
• Urban & Rural Missional Contexts

Tammy Calcote, Executive Assistant
tcalcote@moumethodist.org

KIM JENNE 
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE 
OF CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES 
kjenne@moumethodist.org
• Adult Discipleship
• Annual Conference
• Archives & History 
• Boundaries
• Communications
• Core Practices Team
• Leadership Development 
• Mission Council
• Nominations Committee 
• Rules & Procedures
• Safe Sanctuaries
• Sessions Team
• United Methodist Women
• United Methodist Men
 
Heather Birge, Executive Assistant 
hbirge@moumethodist.org
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Annual Conference (Event): Heather Birge, 573-777-1217

Apportionments: Lindsay Denny, 573-777-1220

Audits: Angela Thomas, 573-777-1207

Board of Ordained Ministry: Trudy McManus, 573-777-1211

Boundaries, Local Church: Kim Jenne, 573-441-1770

Boundaries, Interim Online Training: Jenny Gragg, 573-777-1213

Camping, Core (Residential): Scott Burdin, 573-777-1236

Camping, Mobile: Josh Schaller, 573-777-1206

Camping, Youthworks (Service): Scott Burdin, 573-777-1236

Candidacy Summit: Jenny Gragg, 573-777-1213

Clergy Benefits: Trudy McManus, 573-777-1211

Coaching, Congregational: Roger Ross, 573-441-1770

Coaching, Pastoral: Karen Hayden, 573-441-1770

Course of Study: Jenny Gragg, 573-777-1213

Disaster Response: Larry Jacobs, 573-441-1770

Discipleship, Adults: Kim Jenne, 573-441-1770

Discipleship, Children & Youth: Jeff Baker, 573-441-1770

Events: Susan Brandes, 573-441-1770

Festival of Sharing: Sidney Owens, 573-777-1239

Fellowships, Congregational: Roger Ross, 573-441-1770

Fellowships, Pastoral: Karen Hayden, 573-441-1770

Global Connect (V.I.M.): Lucas Endicott, 573-777-1242

Haiti Water Plus: Lucas Endicott, 573-777-1242

Internships: Karen Hayden, 573-441-1770

Laity: Karen Hayden, 573-441-1770

Legal Issues: Nate Berneking, 573-441-1770

Licensing School: Jenny Gragg, 573-777-1213

Mentoring: Karen Hayden, 573-441-1770

Missionaries: Lucas Endicott, 573-777-1242

Missouri Methodists Magazine, Editorial: Fred Koenig, 573-777-1205

Missouri Methodists Magazine, Subscriptions: Susan Brandes, 573-441-1770

Mozambique Initiative: Lucas Endicott, 573-777-1242

New Church Starts: Roger Ross, 573-441-1770

NextGen Academy: Dora Thackery, 573-441-1770

Payroll Questions: Angela Thomas, 573-777-1207

Residents in Ministry: Trudy McManus, 573-777-1211

Retirement Issues: Trudy McManus, 573-777-1211

Rural Church: Tammy Calcote, 573-777-1203

Safe Sanctuaries: Tina Twenter, 573-777-1218

Simplified Structure (Church Governance): Tammy Calcote, 573-777-1203

Small Membership Church: Tammy Calcote, 573-777-1203

Clergy Tax: Nate Berneking, 573-441-1770

Year-end Reports: Christa Daro, 573-777-1221

Missouri Conference 
Staff Directory

MISSION 
Making disciples 

of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation 

of the world.

VISION 
The Missouri 

Conference will 
relentlessly lead 

our churches 
to become 

outwardly focused 
and spiritually 

centered Christ 
followers.
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They’ve been around in the Methodist 
Church for quite a while, these women 

called Deaconess. With roots traced to Phoebe in 
Romans 16:1, in our Methodist tradition the office 
of Deaconess was officially recognized as an office 
in 1888. It was in 2004 that the office of Home 
Missioner, which provides an opportunity for 
lay men to serve in a lifetime relationship in the 
UMC, was established at General Conference. 
 Deaconesses, home missioners and home 
missionaries from across the U.S. and the National 
Association of Deaconesses, Home Missioners 
and Home Missionaries (NADHM) gathered 
in North Carolina at 
Lake Junaluska in early 
November. A carefully 
considered decision 
reached during this 
meeting was the vote of 
affirmation on affiliation 
with the Reconciling 
Ministries Network. 
This subject had been 
under consideration 
and studied by a task 
force in preparation for 
this November vote. A 
recurring theme during pre-vote discussion was 
the comment, “it is time…”
 Joined by the executive staff from New York, 
NADHM spent four days sharing in dynamic 
worship, instructive plenaries and workshops, and 
experiencing ideas for that all-important ‘self-
care’. Pictured here are our Missouri deaconesses, 
Mandy Caruso-Yahna, serving in Kansas City; 
Gail Davis and Shay Blackwell, retired, from St. 
Louis. Also pictured are the members from the 
South Central Jurisdiction who could be rounded 
up at photo time. Meeting highlights included 

recognizing fellow members who have been 
serving for 50 years, honoring recent retirees as 
well as the installation of officers.
 Deaconesses (lay women) and home missioners 
(lay men) form a covenant community rooted 
in scripture; this is a community of laity who 
have answered the call of God in their lives and 
have been commissioned by the UMC to full-
time ministries of love, justice and service. It 
is important to understand that this is not an 
employment opportunity; their positions in a 
helping profession or church-related vocation 
are self-identified which may or may not be 

compensated as they carry 
out works of love, justice 
and service. You probably 
would be amazed at the 
wide range of professions 
represented in this office: 
musicians, attorneys, 
teachers, nurses, IT folks 
… Currently, the office 
of Deaconess and Home 
Missioner is the only 
active office in the UMC 
for laity called to full-
time vocations in servant 

ministries in a lifetime relationship. Current 
Deaconess/Home Missioner stats are: 
• Total community: 421 
• Deaconesses: active : 160; retired 107 
• Home Missioners: active: 12; retired: 1 
• Home Missionaries: active 5; retired: 91 
• D/HM Candidates: 45
 Could this be your call? Interested in learning 
more? You may contact Scott James-Vickery 
or Megan Hale at the office of Deaconess and 
Home Missioner, United Methodist Women, 475 
Riverside Drive, 15th Floor, New York, NY 10115.

Missouri Deaconesses 
Participate in National Gathering
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The 
Chaplaincy 
Connection
How one pastor’s chaplaincy 
united the church and community 
around giving back to those 
who protect them
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A sense of excitement and joy fills the air as 
uniformed officers file into the church gym. 
Red and green clothed tables fill the room, 

and families with plates full of homecooked food gather 
around them. This isn’t the scene of an emergency or 
crime; in fact, the only person breaking and entering is 
Santa with his bag of gifts.
 Each Advent season Aldersgate UMC in Nixa plays 
host to the Christian County Sheriff’s Department 
Christmas party, but this wasn’t always the case. 
 The department used to put on its own party, setting 
up and tearing down in a school cafeteria. Aldersgate 
decided their county law enforcement deserved better 
than that, but they only knew of the need because 
their associate pastor Rev. Sarah Fotopolus serves as a 
chaplain to the Christian County Sheriff’s Department. 
Fotopolus’s chaplaincy paired with Aldersgate’s desire to 
serve has created many opportunities for the church to 
reach out to both law enforcement and the community.
 For Fotopolus, chaplaincy borrows elements from 
both the practical and the spiritual. It involves working 
with deputies to deliver death notices to families. It 
means processing and praying with families in the 
aftermath of tragedy. It looks like calling to cancel 
doctor’s appointments for a family’s loved one when 
taking that step proved too difficult. It means walking 
families through what the following days and steps 
involve following tragedy. It’s about getting them 
through that next thing that seems impossible in the 
face of what happened.
 “There’s some people we deal with that have never set 
their foot in a church, and we are able to bridge that 
gap,” Fotopulos says. “They’ve encountered somebody 
who represents a church, God’s church rather than any 
specific place, that cared for them, that accepted them, 
that didn’t judge them, that was kind to them and prayed 
with them, and walked them through what is going to 
be one of the most awful days of their life. That to me 
makes a big difference.”
 In addition to helping individuals, chaplaincy focuses 
on caring for the community. 
 At the start of her service, Fotopolus sat down 
with Sheriff Brad Cole to see what the community 
needs were. He mentioned the issue of resources for 
homelessness. Fotopolus sits on the Christian County 
Homeless Alliance, and through the Alliance worked 
to develop a resource list for the Sheriff’s Department, 
churches and schools to have on hand. 
 Focusing on the community doesn’t mean just the 
immediate community; Being a chaplain for the county 
sheriff’s department takes Fotopulos outside of Nixa 
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at times. When the Duck Boat tragedy happened 
in Branson, she was called on to help deliver death 
notices the day following the tragedy.
 As part of her chaplaincy work, Fotopolus makes a 
point of riding along with officers to get to know them 
and develop rapport. She says they’re more likely to 
pick-up the phone and talk with a chaplain if they’re 
familiar. Riding along helps officers realize chaplains 
can be helpful in a variety of circumstances in both work 
and family life; it gives Fotopolus a first-hand look at the 
compassionate work and service officers do.
 She recalls a time when she was riding with a 
lieutenant when they received a missing child call. 
Fotopolus spent time with the parents while officers 

gathered information and began 
searching. It was a chance for her to 
sit and pray with them while learning 
more about their child. Some of the 
information she learned ended up 
helping officers locate the child.  
 Fotopolus says helping to bring the 
peace of Christ into a situation that’s 
anything but peaceful completely fills 
her soul as a pastor. 
 “Without the church’s support, I 
absolutely couldn’t be a chaplain,” she 
says. “To me that’s the embodiment of 
the heart of this church: to not only 
support what I do as a chaplain, even 
when sometimes it takes me away from 
the church, but how they have gotten 
involved in serving in so many ways.”
 Knowing that her congregation 
included both active and retired 
members of law enforcement and that 
her church desired to support its local 
officers, Fotopulos sought to learn more 
about how she as a citizen and a pastor 
could better support law enforcement. 
The opportunity to become a chaplain 
resulted from that exploration; her 
chaplaincy has since created connections 
and opened doors for Aldersgate UMC 
to serve in many ways.
 Earlier this year the Nixa community 
lost one of its school resource officers. 
His death affected many, from school 
staff to law enforcement, and after 
the immediate needs were cared for, 
they were in shock. Sheriff Cole asked 
Fotopulos if there was a place everyone 
could privately talk and debrief. 

Aldersgate opened its doors, despite having a large 
campus-wide event the next day. The entire building 
was cleared at the least convenient time possible, 
Fotopulos says.
 The church’s sacrifice allowed the community to 
privately debrief in a safe space and allowed chaplains 
to provide spiritual first aid. It was a huge service to 
both law enforcement and the entire community.
 “Law enforcement is the door to so many needs in the 
community,” Fotopulos says. “They’re a lifeline to the 
community, and they’re a community that needs serving.”
 Aldersgate members support officers’ everyday 
work with their crafting skills, such as knitting and 
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crocheting prayer shawls for county 
chaplains to hand out; or they volunteer 
their time and cooking chops to serve a 
hearty Christmas dinner.
 When Fotopolus presented the idea 
of hosting the Christmas party, the 
congregation jumped at the service 
opportunity. This year over 100 
volunteers will be involved in providing 
a stress-free Christmas party for 
Sheriff’s department staff and their 
families, about 200 people.
 “You’ve got people from all over the 
county that are all coming together to 
do this,” Fotopulos says. “It’s not just 
ecumenical, it’s all walks of life and a 
means of outreach itself.”
 Church member and volunteer Kate 
Whitson says she and other volunteers 
spend all day in the kitchen preparing 
for the party. They cook and glaze 
hams, make batches of cheesy potato 
casserole, simmer gallons of green beans 
the old-fashioned way with bacon and 
onions, and prepare homemade desserts 
for serving. Other volunteers spend 
time setting up tables and decorating or 
drop-off a homemade pie or casserole for the buffet.
 Whitson says the church gym transforms 
throughout the day, and the space fills with the smell 
of a Christmas dinner cooked with care. Sheriff Cole 
pays a visit mid-afternoon to see how the preparation 
is going and check out the delicious food.
 “We try to make it as festive as possible,” Whitson 
says. “We want it to be really nice for them because 
they spend their time serving us.”
 Fotopolus says the party is a chance for the staff to 
get together for a social event with their families. Even 
Santa pays a visit with his sack full of gifts, which 
parents sneak in for their kids, and makes special 

deliveries. Sheriff Cole makes a presentation after 
dinner and presents the department awards.
 At the 2017 Christmas party, the department 
awarded Fotopulos the Citizen of the Year Award for 
her work. Fotopolus says the award is a reflection and 
recognition of the heart of Aldersgate UMC.
 “As a pastor, to be able to tap into something that 
I knew existed in the church, which is that desire to 
support and care for law enforcement, and be able to 
help it find expression through the connections God 
has made through the chaplaincy and the church has 
just been incredibly fulfilling for me,” Fotopulos says. 
“God keeps opening those connections and doors for 
us to serve.”

“Law enforcement is the 
door to so many needs in 
the community. They’re a 
lifeline to the community, 
and they’re a community 
that needs serving.”
SARAH FOTOPULOS 
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A
s far as birthdays go, 2019 is a big year for McKendree 
Chapel. Missouri’s only Heritage Landmark of the United 
Methodist Church is celebrating its 200th birthday. 

 Several other churches in the Missouri Conference can trace 
their origins back 200 years, but McKendree is unique in that 
it now has 200 years in the same building, making it the oldest 
protestant church still standing west of the Mississippi River.  
 The church has not had regular worship services in more than 
120 years, but faithful Methodists in the community have kept 
the historic site well-preserved and are continuing to make 
improvements to make the entire campus a better destination 
for people interesting in learning more about Methodist 
heritage in Missouri.

Missouri’s 
only Heritage 
Landmark 
of the United 
Methodist Church is 
celebrating its 200th 
birthday
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 “It’s a sacred, holy place, and we’re working to keep it 
that way,” board member Stephen Limbaugh said.
 Settlers started coming to the area near McKendree 
around 1803. By 1809 they were having camp meetings 
at McKendree, which continued for about 10 years 
before the chapel was built in 1819. 
 “The Bishop encouraged the construction of the 
chapel,” Limbaugh said. “It was probably the finest 
building in Southeast Missouri at the time. It was the 
epicenter of Methodism for about a 100-mile radius.” 
 Despite their fervent passion for religion and revival, 
the Methodists of McKendree were not of one mind. 
Some believed that owning people was permissible and 

were confident they could back their 
stance up with scripture. Others 
felt that slavery was sinful to the 
core and needed to be abolished 
outright. They could not reconcile 
their differences, and it came to a 

vote. The majority of the congregation voted to stay 
with the Methodist and their abolitionists ideology, so 
McKendree remained in the fold. But some prominent 
families couldn’t abide by the anti-slavery stance and left 
for a new Methodist Episcopal South church in Jackson 
and Cape Girardeau. This marked the beginning of the 
decline of McKendree Chapel. It persevered through the 
Civil War but closed in 1890.
 Since then it has remained an important place to  
Methodists, even without the presence of its own 
congregation or a regular worship service. The 
St. Louis Annual Conference of the Methodist 
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Episcopal Church, South, met there 
twice, in 1910 and 1916, for special 
sessions. During the 1920s, however, 
the Chapel had aged to such an 
extent that leaks in the roof and 
broken windows led to detoriation in 
the structure. Rev. William Stewart, 
appointed in 1926 as pastor at New 
McKendree in Jackson, spear headed 
an effort to restore and preserve the 
building. The project was completed 
in 1933.
 Many of the board members have ties that go way back that 
far or farther. Limbaugh’s grandfather’s name is on the plaque 
commemorating the 1933 restoration. Mary Harriet is chair of the 
board. Her parents and her grandmother were on the board. They don’t 
go back to the beginning, though. Board member Betty Poe Henry 
can trace her family line back to the Williams, who were part of the 
original founding families.
 Adelaide Parsons grew up at New McKendree UMC in Jackson, and 
every third Sunday in September she would be at the annual service at 
Old McKendree with her mother and aunt. 
 “Even when I was living off in other places, I would try to make it 
back for the third Sunday in September,” Parsons said.  
 The people who comprise the board come are part of several 
different Methodist churches in the area, including New McKendree, 
Centenary in Cape Girardeau and Grace in Cape Girardeau. 
 The chapel now has 15 acres of property, and the board is happy 
to have every inch of it. A new high-density housing development 
is currently being constructed on one side, and shopping center is 
planned for the other. The board has been working with a landscape 
architect out of St. Louis to develop a master plan for the grounds. 
Long-term plans call for encircling the property with a nature trail, 
and constructing a visitor’s center.
 History is highly regarded in the Cape Girardeau area. The 
county archives has records of marriages in the area back to 1798. 
The archives building cost $500,000 dollars to build when it was 
constructed in 2000. Lyle Johnson, a retired United Methodist 
minister from the Desert Southwest Conference, started volunteering 
there in 2014 and was hired full-time in 2016. 
 “My hobby was indexing, and now I get paid for it,” he said. 
 The county archives has a church minutes book for McKendree 
Chapel that goes back to 1848. Back then McKendree Chapel was 
three miles east of Jackson, but now it is incorporated into Jackson. 
 The board members of McKendree’s Chapel greatest hope is that 
more Missouri Methodists recognize the chapel as a treasure in their 
midst and visit to learn more about their Methodist heritage. 
 “A lot of our Methodists don’t know this place exists,” Board 
Member Rev. Jimmie Dace said. “We would like to see more United 
Methodists using this – for meetings, vacation Bible schools or camp 
activities. It would be a great place to have camp meetings.”
 For more information on McKendree Chapel, go to www.
oldmckendree.org.

On September 14, 1819, 
two years before Missouri 
achieved statehood, 
Methodists first held services 
in the log chapel. September 
22, 2019 will culminate a 
yearlong series of events to 
celebrate the occasion.

SEPTEMBER 22 
The Annual Service featuring 
Missouri Bishop Robert Bob 
Farr is held. There will be 
activities for all ages beginning 
at noon and culminating 
with the camp-style worship 
service at 3 p.m. with a choir 
composed of members from 
all the Methodist churches in 
the area.

JUNE 9 
An Old McKendree Cemetery 
Walk is scheduled.

MAY 3-4 
A quilt show featuring 
antique quilts from churches 
throughout the district will 
be held in the Family Life 
Center of Centenary UMC 
Church in Cape Girardeau. 
The Bicentennial Quilt is on 
display at various Methodist 
churches throughout the 
district and can be requested 
for display.
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MUSIC MATTERS BY RYAN MCLOUTH

Ryan McLouth is 
the Music Ministry 

Program Coordinator
& Assistant Professor 

of Music at Central 
Methodist University

I
n the last few installments, we’ve discussed the 
practical role of instruments in the contemporary 
worship ensemble. So far we’ve discussed keyboard, 
acoustic guitar, electric guitar, bass guitar, and 
drums. This month we’ll conclude by talking about 
background and harmony vocals. 
Here are some suggestions for music directors and 
volunteers: Don’t sing the exact same thing as other 

vocalists. Unless your worship team involves a choir, 
it is atypical to have two singers performing the exact 
same part. The reason for this rule of thumb is because 
unison and octave intervals are very difficult to perform 
perfectly in time and in tune, so they are generally 
avoided in contemporary and commercial styles.
 Start with something simple. Singing a third above 
or below the melody is usually a good place to begin. 
This is the easiest type of harmony for less experienced 
singers to hear, and it is the most common sound 
recorded in contemporary and commercial music styles. 
If thirds above or below are going well, the next step 
would be to add a voice a third above or below these 
parts (resulting generally in triads). If you’re writing 
these parts out or working them out at the piano, 
some exceptions to parallel thirds or triads will have 
to be made when necessary to accommodate the chord 
written in the accompaniment or lead sheet.
 Don’t wing it. If you don’t regularly (successfully) 
improvise harmony vocals in public performance, don’t 
do it. Just because you try singing soprano harmonies 
in the car when rocking to Def Leppard doesn’t 
mean you’re ready for the stage or a worship service. 
Professional musicians prepare parts during rehearsal 
and sing them the same way in each performance. It is 
best for you to do the same.

 Not everyone is a singer (yet). 
We realize you’ve been working 
hard on those rhythm guitar parts 
and feel like you’re ready to take 
on something new, but you may 
not be ready to sing in public yet. 
Good singing doesn’t just mean 
phonating the correct pitch. You 
also have to learn to sing with 
good breath support, flexibility, 
characteristic tone and stylistic 
diction. If you really want to 
contribute as a vocalist on your worship team, invest 
time and/or money in your new interest and take some 
lessons. Being a good singer takes more than you 
think, but that doesn’t mean you can’t learn.
 Don’t push. I hear this mistake fairly frequently in 
local worship teams and cover bands. Unfortunately, 
it sounds bad. Beginning to intermediate singers 
hear vocalists on recordings singing with an “edgy” 
or “raspy” tone and try to emulate it in their own 
performance. This timbre — known in some circles as 
glottal compression — is an advanced technique. 
 Executed improperly, the pitch tends to fall quite flat 
and/or can be quite destructive to the voice. Some voice 
teachers argue that there is a healthy way to execute 
glottal compression, while others believe it is unhealthy 
no matter the practice. Either way, you need to learn to 
sing with a standard fundamental technique first so that 
you have a reference point as you begin to develop your 
own style. Another reason to study with a voice teacher.
 If you have any questions or comments, I’d love to 
hear from you! You can contact me at any time via 
email at rmclouth@centralmethodist.edu.
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NOW READ THIS

Have you ever 
questioned whether 
everything you 

believe in as a Christian 
is false? 40 Days of Doubt 
explores questions readers 
may be asking about their 
faith in 41 (with bonus day) 
devotions.
Why would God care what 
I have to say? Why choose 
Christianity over other 
religions? Will God really 
never give you more than 
you can handle? What 
good does prayer do? Can 
God and evolution coexist? 
What sex is bad sex? Is it a 
sin to have doubts?
 These are just some of the 
questions Eric Huffman, 
founder and lead pastor of 
The Story Houston, tackles 
in 40 Days of Doub part-
time believers and full-
time skeptics who wonder 
whether they’re really Christians when they feel like an 
outsider in their faith. 
 In 40 Days of Doubt, Huffman helps abnormal 
believers and sometimes doubters of faith understand 
how to cope with questions and doubt in their beliefs; 
and provides insightful answers during these times of 
doubt. 
 “I want skeptics to know that doubts aren’t the 
enemy of faith,” Eric Huffman says. “In fact, doubts 

can fuel faith. In the 
Christian worldview, it’s 
not necessarily a sin to have 
doubts. In fact, doubt and 
faith can work in tandem 
to broaden our perspective 
and give us a greater sense 
of awe about our existence.”
   Huffman graduated 
from Centenary College in 
2001, received his M.Div. 
from Saint Paul School of 
Theology in 2006 and was 
ordained as an elder by 
the Missouri Conference 
in 2011. Eric is passionate 
about leading new 
generations to know God’s 
transforming love through 
Jesus Christ. He lives in 
Houston, Texas. Find him 
online at EricHuffman.org.  
   From 40 Days of Doubt – 
Day 20: Is It a Sin to Have 
Doubts? Noah doubted, 
but he still built the ark 

(Genesis 6:11-22). Abraham doubted, but he still left 
his father’s house and meandered into the desert to 
meet God (Genesis 12:1-4). Moses doubted, but he still 
stood up to Pharaoh (Exodus 3). Mary doubted, but she 
still said, “I am the Lord’s servant ... May your word 
to me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38). Sarah doubted, but she 
still tried to get pregnant — even though she was 90, 
and her husband was 100 (Genesis 21:1-5). You can 
doubt and be a Christian.

40 DAYS OF DOUBT
D E V O T I O N S  F O R  T H E  S K E P T I C
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THE MISSOURI METHODIST FOUNDATION

GROWING RESOURCES FOR MISSOURI STUDENTS
Ah, the new year … spring is just around the corner, and a young 
student’s thoughts turn to … SCHOLARSHIPS!  

For many students and parents, the search for scholarships is a necessary 
obsession. A scholarship can be the difference between getting that degree with 
minimal debt or not.

Undergraduate and seminary students who are members of United Methodist 
churches in Missouri are fortunate. The Missouri United Methodist 
Foundation can be a scholarship resource for eligible students and a source of 
information about other scholarship opportunities.

“The best starting place is the student section of the Foundation website,” 
said David P. Atkins, president and CEO of the Foundation. “In addition to 
Foundation scholarship information, there are links to other United Methodist 
resources.” The Foundation website (https://mumf.org/students) includes 
eligibility requirements and links to the various online applications. 

For questions about scholarships – or to learn how you can create a new 
scholarship fund or contribute to an existing fund – contact us at 800-332-8238.

UNDERGRADUATES
Missouri UM Foundation Application Deadline: April 1, 2019 
Last year these scholarship funds benefited 19 students with awards ranging from 
$1,000 to $3,000 each. Numbers and amounts can vary from year to year.
• The Judge Leah B. McCartney Scholarship 
• The Mary Alice Reinhardt Scholarship 
• The Merrydelle G. May Scholarship 
• The Clint & Marge Hawkins Scholarship  
• Lawrence & Gracia Herbert Scholarship Fund (CMU students only)

United Methodist Higher Education Foundation Dollars for Scholars: 
Deadline March 1, 2019 
This UMHEF program is available for UM students attending any UM college 
or university. The Missouri UM Foundation provides an additional $1,000 
match to eligible Missouri students attending Central Methodist University.

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry: Deadline March 7, 2019
This national UM agency offers a variety of scholarships to UM students.  
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Stay up-to-date with breaking 
news, upcoming events 
and important information 
from the Missouri United 
Methodists by subscribing to 
Net News.

www.moumethodist.org/
stayconnected

Subscribe 
to Net News

SEMINARY STUDENTS
Missouri UM Foundation and Annual Conference Application Deadline: June 1, 2019 
A single, consolidated application is used to apply for Missouri UM Foundation and Missouri Annual 
Conference awards. Amounts vary.
• Missouri UM Foundation Seminary Scholars Grant (up to $3,000)
• MOAC Board of Ordained Ministry Grant (up to $5,000)
• C2FM Scholarship (up to $2,500)
• Plus several named awards (additional eligibility criteria may apply)

United Methodist Higher Education Foundation Dollars for Scholars: Deadline March 1, 2019 
This UMHEF program is available for UM students attending any UM seminary. The Missouri UM 
Foundation provides an additional $1,000 match to eligible Missouri students attending Saint Paul 
School of Theology.

Excellence in Clergy Leadership Scholarship: Deadline March 7, 2019
This program is administered by the UM General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
(GBHEM). Both the Missouri UM Foundation and the Missouri Annual Conference participate 
in this match grant program which can award up to $12,500 per student per year. Any eligible 
Missouri student who applies through this program will also be considered for all other Missouri 
UM Foundation awards.  
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We are approaching 
a called General 
Conference 
in February 

to address deep divisions in 
our denomination. There is 
disagreement over the best way to 
maintain our unity and theological 
integrity. It is only natural we feel 
anxious about the future.
 What is most unfortunate is 
not that we differ but when we 
do so with rhetoric that doesn’t 
just disagree but demeans, doesn’t 
just make a case but makes 
accusations. There has been such 
rhetoric already, and in the midst 
of conflict when all sides have 
much at stake, the temptation will 
be for more.
 So, this might be a good time 
to review John Wesley’s advice on 
how to engage in disagreement. 
He gives it in his preface to his 
first set of standard sermons, 
published as a guide to the way of 
salvation.
 “But,” he writes, “some may say 
I have mistaken the way myself, 
although I take upon me to teach 
it to others. It is probable many 
will think this, and it is very 
possible that I have. But I trust 
... my mind is open to conviction. 
I sincerely desire to be better 
informed.”

 It is the manner in which 
we seek to “better inform” one 
another that gives him concern: 
“Are you persuaded you see more 
clearly than me? It is not unlikely 
that you may. Then treat me as you 
would desire to be treated yourself 
upon a change of circumstances. 
Point me out a better way than I 
have known. Show me it is so by 
plain proof of scripture.” Wesley 
insists on the primacy of scripture 
but is aware that we do not all 
interpret scripture the same way. 
He knows we can get it wrong 
and need to be open to alternative 
understandings. 
 It is often the case that we are 
reluctant to change long-held 
opinions. Thus he advises, “And 
if I linger in the path I have been 
accustomed to tread and therefore 
am unwilling to leave it, labour 
with me a little; take me by the 
hand and led me as I am able to 
bear. But be not displeased if I 
entreat you not to beat me down in 
order to quicken my pace. I can go 
but feebly and slowly at best; then 
I should not be able to go at all.”
 Moreover, he asks “not to give 
me hard names in order to bring 
me into the right way. Suppose I 
was ever so much in the wrong” 
it is unlikely this would “set me 
right. Rather, it would make me 

run so much 
farther from 
you and so 
get more and 
more out of 
the way.”
 Then Wesley 
gets to the 
heart of the 
issue: “Nay, 
perhaps, if 
you are angry, so shall I be, too; 
and then there will be small 
hopes of finding the truth.” “For 
God’s sake,” he implores, “if it 
be possible to avoid it, let us not 
provoke one another to wrath. Let 
us not kindle in each other this 
fire of hell, much less blow it up 
into a flame. If we could discern 
truth by that dreadful light, would 
it not be loss rather than gain?”
 “For how far is love, even 
with many wrong opinions, to 
be preferred before truth itself 
without love? We may die without 
the knowledge of many truths 
and yet be carried into Abraham’s 
bosom. But if we die without love, 
what will knowledge avail?”
 “The God of love forbid we 
should ever make the trial! May 
he prepare us for the knowledge of 
all truth by filling our hearts with 
all his love and ‘with all joy and 
peace in believing’ (Rom. 15:12).”

WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of 

Wesleyan Studies, 
Saint Paul School 

of Theology

BY HAL KNIGHT
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SIMON PETER—an ordinary fi sherman 
who heard an extraordinary call.

Learn more about Simon Peter 
at AdamHamilton.org

In addition to the Leader Guide and DVD 
components for adult studies, corresponding 
youth and children’s resources, sold separately, 
can be used to create a churchwide study.

Adam Hamilton is senior pastor of 
� e Church of the Resurrection in 
Leawood, Kansas, one of the fastest 
growing, most highly visible churches 
in the country. Hamilton is the best-
selling and award-winning author of 
Moses, Creed, Half Truths, � e Call, 
� e Journey, � e Way, 24 Hours � at 
Changed the World, John, Revival, and 
Not a Silent Night.

He left everything to follow his teacher and possessed a 
passion that would change the world. That’s one way to 
describe Peter. Here’s another: poor, uneducated, quick-
tempered, and full of doubts and fears. Doesn’t even sound 
like the same man. And that’s the point of Simon Peter, 
a six-week adult Bible study by Adam Hamilton. Peter 
was just an ordinary guy who heard and followed God’s 
extraordinary call. Discover how you, too, have special 
gifts, talents, and abilities that God can use to make a 
difference today.

Chapters Include:

• The Call of the Fisherman

• Walking with Jesus in the Storm

• Bedrock or Stumbling Block?

• “I Will Not Deny You”

• From Cowardice to Courage

• The Rest of the Story

From the author of 
Final Words & 
24 Hours that 

Saved the World

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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LAITY VOICES

Amy Thompson,
Conference 
Lay Leader

A 
couple of months ago I was serving in the 
Welcome Center at my church on a Sunday 
morning. I entered into a conversation with a 
church friend. She mentioned that she would like 

to read something about witnessing in your daily life. 
By the end of our brief conversation, I offered to share a 
book with her that could be helpful in sharing Jesus with 
others. When I found Purple Fish by Mark O. Wilson 
on my bookshelf, I noticed the dog-eared pages, the 
writing in the margins and my three colored prayer cards. 
The following Sunday I shared the book with her and she 
set off to read it. A few weeks later she returned the book 
to me. She quickly shared that she enjoyed it and had 
even shared pieces with her coworkers.
 Her question has lingered in my mind, and now I find 
myself writing this article hoping to give some insight. It 
seems appropriate to first evaluate how I personally live 
out witnessing the love of Christ with others in my daily 
life. First, I strive daily to live a life that demonstrates 
choices and actions that are positive and caring. I am 
hopeful that others may see the love of Christ in my 
interactions. Secondly, I pray daily for two individuals 
that I know are unchurched. I look for opportunities to 
invite them to church or events or for a meal. 
 I wonder how my response might change if the 
question was worded slightly different. How am I 
intentionally living into witnessing the love of Christ to 

others in my daily life? I know the love 
of Christ and the difference it makes 

in my life and in the life of others. This 
gift of love and grace is meant to be shared 

with others that are hurting, broken and lost. The 
word intentional requires that I have a plan and put 
it into action as I interact in my daily life with others 
that I know and may not yet know. This piece of being 
intentional returns me to the prayer cards that fell out of 
the book that I loaned to my church friend. The prayers 
are risky as they require commitment to praying them 
each day and require intentionally following through on 
the statements you say in the prayer. 
 After some discernment, I am committing to two of 
the prayers for 2019. The prayers are titled I’m Ready 
and I’m Open. I think I will explore each prayer for 
a period of time throughout the year. Would you be 
willing to join me? If so, make a commitment to read 
one of the prayers daily this year. I encourage you to 
pray for the courage to follow the nudge of the Spirit as 
you may be led outside your comfort zone. I encourage 
you to keep a prayer journal to record any observations 
you notice as you pray one of these prayers. I encourage 
you to share your commitment with another person 
and invite he or she to join you so you can support one 
another. May 2019 be a year filled with sharing and 
showing Christ’s love with others each day.

I’M OPEN PRAYER
God, please guide me to someone who needs 
to be reminded of your love. Help me to be a 
blessing and encouragement. Amen.

I’M READY PRAYER
Lord, I will receive each person I encounter today as a gift from 
you. May I see them as genuine treasures, and show them 
your love. May each interaction be filled with grace. Amen.
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

UMAC Offering Communications 
Training for Churches
The United Methodist Association of Communicators is an 
international association of communication professionals 
who work for the United Methodist Church. This year 
they are offering a special session for local church 
communicators Thursday February 21 during their 
annual meeting in St. Louis. If you work with local church 
communications you are invited to join them at the Hyatt 
Regency at the Arch for a day of learning about new 
technology and ways of storytelling. 

Planned workshops include podcasting, Facebook Live, 
communications audits, church online, tech, marketing and 
more. Registration is $60. Go to https://umcommunicators.
org/local-church-communicators-and-pastors-school for 
more information and to register.

NextGen Academy
SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2019
Time: 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM
Location: Missouri Annual Conference Office, 3601 Amron 
Court, Columbia, MO 65202
Contact: Dora Thackery, 573-777-1214, dthackery@
moumethodist.org

The second NextGen Academy event aims to expand 
the participants’ worldview and raise awareness of what 
is happening in society today. The Urban Forum will tie 
in social principles and focus on food insecurity and 
education. This is an opportunity for students to identify 
what these issues look like in their community and what 
they can do to respond.

Emancipation Proclamation 
Pan-Methodist Worship Service
TUESDAY, JANUARY 1, 2019 AT 10:00 AM TO 12:00 PM
Location: Lane Taberncalce CME Church, 910 North 
Newstead Ave, St. Louis, MO 63108
Contact: Rev. Zachary D. Mullens

The Pan-Methodist churches of the St. Louis Metorpolitan 
Area unite to present an Emancipation Proclamation 
Worship Service on New Years Day, January 1, at 10 
a.m. Guest preacher will be Bishop Robert Farr, United 
Methodist Church. Other Bishops participating in the 
service will be Bishop Clement W. Fugh of the Fifth 
Episcopal District, AME Church; Bishop Sylvester Williams 
Sr. of the Third Episcopal District, CME Church and Bishop 
Bob Farr, Missouri Area Bishop of the UMC. The service will 
be at Lane Taberncalce CME Church, 910 North Newstead 
Ave., St. Louis. All are welcome to attend.
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Missouri Annual Conference
3601 Amron Court
Columbia, MO 65202

THE 
MISSOURI 
METHODISTS

BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT

The joy of serving others witnessed 
by this person’s face captured my 

attention. The joy of the Holy Spirit alive 
within produces a glowing radiance 
in you and me. In Philippians 4:13, the 
apostle Paul writes “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.” 
Does this mean I will be able to play 

quarterback as well as does Patrick 
Mahomes II?” Somehow, I don’t think 
that’s God’s will for me. One of the 
things it does mean is something we 
reflect on during Advent. Whenever 
we wait on Christ in the darkness, our 
redeemer draws near and our strength 
is renewed. And in our personal ministry 

of presence in the suffering of others, 
we can learn to walk and not faint. 
Through Christ we can find meaning in 
the darkness. Through Christ we can 
endure. And this produces a joy which 
comes from enduring those very things 
which would overwhelm us absent the 
work and love of the Holy Spirit.


