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APPLYING ADVENT
One came and said to him, “Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have 

eternal life?” And he said, “You know, the commandments and all of that. Do those. 
Say, did you know that my mom was still a virgin when I was born?” 
 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in very act. Now Moses 
in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? He replied, 
“Leave her alone. By the way, angels sang to shepherds to announce my birth. I kid you not 
– a choir of angels up in the sky. It was incredible.” 
 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that 
he was born blind? Jesus answered. “Neither. And another thing, did you know when I was 
born, these guys traveled halfway around the world to be there, guided by nothing less than 
a star in the sky, mind you, and brought me three gifts. Know what those gifts were? I’ll 
give you three guesses, and even spot you frankincense and myrrh.” 
 No, Jesus didn’t share the miraculous story of his birth in the back and forth dialogue that 
we have recorded in the Bible. It didn’t come up in any of his recorded sermons, either. That 
could make one wonder how much importance he placed on it and if we’re getting it quite 
right when we compare Advent to everything else Jesus was trying to convey during his 
time physically walking among us on Earth. 
 I’m certainly not advocating abandoning what we’ve come to know as the Christmas 
story. If visitors come to your church at Christmastime and no one mentions the birth of 
Jesus they may be kind of disappointed. But it is good to keep in mind the life-changing 
teachings of Christ along with the miracles of the season as we share the story of our savior. 
 The Christmas story definitely has sticking power, and we’re better off for it. It’s one 
aspect of our culture that still puts Christianity in the spotlight, even if you do have to 
wade through a whole lot of consumerism to get there. I’ve heard Bishop Farr say multiple 
times that we should never resent or fail to value the people who come to church just on 
Christmas. He goes on to say that if you were in business, and there was one day a year that 
your store was packed full, you would give thanks for the opportunity to reach more people, 
not make them feel awkward about not being there the rest of the year. We don’t want to 
take the comparison of the church to a business too far, but in terms of having a goal and a 
potential customer base, John Wesley did it and made it clear when he said “You have one 
business on earth – to save souls.” 
 Even though you’ll be getting this magazine in the mail right around the beginning 
of Advent, you won’t find much Advent or Christmas in it. That’s not because I’m being 
scroogey – it’s just timing. This magazine went to press week before Thanksgiving. Most of 
the great things going on in the Missouri Conference relating to Christmas and Advent will 
occur after the January issue goes to press. 
 That doesn’t mean we can’t share those stories. In the August 2018 issue of The Missouri 
Methodists, we had a feature on planning for Advent. Maybe we can do that again in 
2019. If we do it two years in a row, it will be a tradition. If your church is taking a creative 
approach to Advent or Christmas and you think other churches could benefit from knowing 
more about it, send me a email at fkoenig@moumethodist.org and let me know what you 
have going on. 
 It’s a challenging push-pull, and I pray for every person who preaches a sermon and is 
involved in planning worship this time of year. Tradition is important, it is holy, and it 
drives people to the door at least once or twice a year. But there is also the desire and need 
to keep things fresh, engaging and relevant to the issues we face every day. It sounds rather 
impossible, yet it will be happening at several hundred United Methodist churches across 
Missouri this Advent, just like it does every year. That is a Christmas miracle for which we 
can all give thanks.
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MISSION Making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.
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outwardly focused and spiritually centered 
Christ followers.
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MESSAGE FROM BISHOP FARR

As we enter Advent 
and Christmas, I am 
reminded how we are 
all drawn to the beauty, 
goodness and truth of 
the Christmas Story.
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In Christian tradition, beauty, 
goodness and truth are known as the 
“transcendentals.” They help us transcend 

beyond our own physical world to 
something much more spiritual; something 
deeper within all of us; something more 
meaningful than our everyday lives.

The Christmas story reminds us of the 
goodness, beauty and truth of God 
through the Christ child. It links us to our 
three core human abilities to feel, to wish 
and to think. Jesus referred to them in the 
great commandment when he talks about 
the heart, soul and mind.

In a very simplistic fashion, the Advent 
and Christmas season have the potential 
to open up a whole new world; if we can 
feel it, smell it and see it through the eyes 
of a child. That Almighty God, God of 
creation, put on human skin and became 
one of us that we might know we are 
beloved children of God; it blows us away 
if we think about it.

If you and I want to draw someone into 
the faith of Jesus Christ, we should start 
with Christmas story. I believe it is the 
reason thousands of people show up at 
our Christmas Eve services; just hoping 
something could happen to change their 
lives. People are looking for something 
deeper, more meaningful and more 
purposeful from their lives. 

I love to watch baseball and football. I fell 
in love with football in high school because 
I got to experience it. I fell in love with 
baseball because I got to watch it from a 
distance, but then met some of the players 
(i.e. George Brett, Lou Brock, Adam 
Wainwright) Only after falling in love 
with the beauty of the game did I begin to 
learn the rules and practice the sport.

Advent and Christmas 
are some of the best 
changes for people to 
fall in love with the 
beauty and goodness  
of God through 
Christ. Only after 
falling in love will they 
want to learn the rules 
and practices of the faith.

I am convinced that people want 
something more in their lives, but 
don’t know the beauty and goodness of 
Christian faith in loving God through 
Christ. They don’t know what the playing 
field feels like or the texture of a life in 
Christ.

Friends, we have to fall in love with 
something before we want to learn about 
its rules or practices. This is the chance for 
people to fall in love with the Christ-child 
God. It’s our chance to reconnect to the 
goodness, beauty and truth of an amazing 
God.

I still believe that living in the faith of 
Christ is the fullest way to live one’s life. I 
think Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living 
God, the Way that gives us Truth and 
leads us to Life! Yes, the Way, the Truth, 
the Life. May we relentlessly help others 
to see and feel that goodness and beauty so 
that they may have life.

Have a blessed Advent and Christmas 
season and may you see its beauty, 
goodness and truth.

In Christ,

Bishop Farr
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Gaye Lynn Blankenship knows that 
much of rural Missouri is plagued with 
substance abuse. Alcoholism, opioid 
addiction and methamphetamine use 

top the list of social problems. She knows her Dent 
County community was faced with those problems 
just like any other rural community in Missouri. 
A member at one church has a granddaughter who 
died from an overdose at a party. She would see that 
grandmother crying at her granddaughter’s grave 

every week. Blankenship herself has lost a close 
family member to a cause related to alcoholism.
 But there is something else the Blankenship knows 
just as well: Faith can see people through the hard 
times. 
 “God reveals again and again that he is control,” 
Blankenship said.
 With the problems of addiction heavy on her heart, 
Blankenship brought up the idea of starting a support 
group at Anutt United Methodist Church. One of 

Gaye Lynn Blankenship
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her members said she would help, so that was all she 
needed to get started. 
 The church at Anutt was hit by lightning and 
burned down in 2013. The congregation, which was 
averaging 10 in attendance, was disappointed when 
they were advised not to build back. That was when 
Blankenship first arrived on the scene. The church 
found they could have worship in the community 
building, a stone building that was a former one-
room school house. Rather than constructing a new 
building, they paid the community center $10 per 
week for use of the existing building. They’ve now 
been doing this for six years. 
 “People have realized the building is not the 
church. You can do ministry without a building,” 
Blankenship said.
 When Anutt UMC started using the community 
center they made some improvements, fixing up 
the bathroom, adding a kitchen sink and replacing 
the windows, spending about $16,000. People 
sit in chairs around folding tables as they have 
worship. Both the community center and the church 
entered the relationship with a degree a caution and 
nervousness, but through prayer and time a healthy 
relationship has formed. 
 “It’s a good example of partnership between the 
secular and the sacred,” Blankenship said. “Different 
groups can work together.”
 When Blankenship initiated the recovery 
ministry, at first they met in the evening in the same 
community center in Anutt where they worship. A 
couple of people turned out, but the group felt they 
weren’t reaching as many people as they needed to. 
They tried shifting time and locations once, to make 
it a lunch hour meeting at a restaurant in Salem, 
about 15 miles away. They tried several different 
restaurants until they found one that worked for 
their purpose. With the move to Salem the recovery 
ministry became a bridge between Anutt UMC and 
Mt. Hermon, the other church Blankenship serves. 
Attendance at the lunch meeting ranges from four to 
about a dozen.
 “There were several steps involved in getting this 
going – including failure,” Blankenship said. “We 
decided if we were going to reach new people, we 
needed to make adjustments. It’s like I would say 
when I was teaching: You try 99 things that fail, and 
that’s OK if that’s what it takes to find one thing 
that works. God’s love, mercy and justice will come 
through. You just have to stay humble.”
 Initially the group primarily used Nar-Anon 

material to run 
the meeting. 
Nar-Anon is a 
12-step program 
for friends and 
family members 
of those who 
are affected by 
someone else’s 
addiction. After 
a while they 
decided to go 
with their own 
devotional to 
better meet the 
needs of the 
group. The lunch 
group starts by 
taking prayer 
requests. The 
list is long. They 
pray the serenity 
prayer in unison 
and have a motivational devotional. People don’t just 
talk about addiction. They share struggles of aging 
and family relationships.
 “There’s not a lot of drug talk,” Blankenship said. 
“It’s more about how people are going to get through 
the week or the day.”
 Blankenship works to bring conversation back 
around to God or scripture, but she isn’t heavy-
handed about it. She doesn’t want to scare off anyone 
who isn’t religious yet. Several people in the group 
are senior citizens and in a recent meeting shared 
that they feel their family doesn’t view them as being 
relevant or important anymore or don’t value the life 
experience they have to share.  
 “Pray about it before you talk to your family, and 
be grateful you have a family to talk to,” Blankenship 
said. “Pray for the words to bring people together. 
Our time in this world is short. We need to make the 
best of it.”
 The lunch meeting spills over from the largest table. 
Only two people present were already at the church 
when Blankenship first came. One of the new people is 
a Mt. Hermon member, who moved to Dent County 
from a city. 
 “When my husband said he wanted to go to that little 
church out in the woods I thought he was crazy,” she 
said. But she did it, and she found community there and 
looks forward to hearing sermons she can relate to. 
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 “It’s been a blessing. She explains things in 
a way that we can understand it,” she said.
 Being out in public for the lunch meeting 
has been beneficial. They have prayed 
with their waiter, who was struggling with 
alcoholism. Going to a public place is what 
necessitated moving to neighboring Salem 
for the meeting. There are no restaurants, 
stores or businesses in Anutt. Four churches 
remain there as the last institutions standing 
for the community. The average age of the 
congregation at Anutt is 72. 
  “These little churches are the nursery of 
Christianity,” Blankenship said. “You raise up 
leaders, because everyone has to be a leader.”
 Blankenship’s other church, Mt. 
Hermon, is an open country church that 
has 22 members and averages about 26 in 
attendance. Three years ago, Blankenship 
felt God was calling her to erect a cross at 
Mt. Hermon. She put the word out that it 
needed to be done, without having any idea 
as to what kind of cross, how big or where. 
It ended up being built by people who were 
needing to log community service hours 
because of arrests. When she went by the church to 
check on the progress, she saw the five people who 
were working on the cross were all people whom she 
had been praying for. 
 “God and the Holy Spirit works these things out,” 
Blankenship said. “The people I had been praying 
for had come together at the church to do something 
beautiful.”
 One of those people was a young man who had 
overcome his substance abuse addiction and was 
attending college. When she sees lives changes, it 
drives Blankenship forward in her passion to make 
sure the church is getting out into the community. 
 “They just need to know that Christian people care 
about them,” she said. “Nobody is trash. God loves 
each of us, even when we are in a state where we are 
furthest from God.”
 Blankenship has support in her ministry from 
faithful members like Roy Headrick, the lay leader 
at Anutt. He lived in Kansas and would go to Anutt 
UMC when he was on vacation visiting his mother. 
He moved to the community to be closer to her. 
 Headrick lives down a long, two-rut county road, 
in the corner of the county. It’s a public road that is 
so narrow that if you meet another car, someone is 
going to be backing up. When he sees someone on 

the road, he knows the person must be coming to 
see him because you wouldn’t get that far if you were 
lost, he said. 
 Headrick and his wife were in a very serious accident 
in which they were hit by another car. She nearly died, 
and was in the hospital for months. When she woke 
up, Blankenship was there. Blankenship told her she 
had just had a long time to talk with God. She wasn’t a 
church-goer before, but she is now. “She’s training me,” 
she said of Blankenship.
 Last month Blankenship officiated the funeral for 
Ray’s 91-year-old mother, a long-standing member at 
Anutt. But she’s also recently done a wedding at the 
community center, sticking to the couple’s request to 
“keep it short.” Blankenship started out serving Mt. 
Hermon and Anutt as a lay speaker when she was still 
teaching school. She did this for five years. 
 Blankenship was on a field trip with her students in 
Rolla when she had a heart attack in the swimming 
pool, in eight feet of water. She was halfway across the 
pool, but rather than swimming back to the entry and 
walking out, in her distress she swam on through the 
deep end and pulled herself up over the side of the pool.
 “That moment was kind of like the rest of my life, 
always doing things the hard way,” Blankenship 
said. “But it also demonstrated how God can help us 
through our most difficult times. We have an awesome 

Rev. Gaye Lynn Blankenship 
speaks with Lay Leader Roy 
Headrick at Anutt UMC.
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God. What is impossible to us is possible to God.”
 She retired from teaching and is now a licensed 
local pastor. The two-point charge is considered 
quarter-time, or 10 hours per week.
 “The Lord uses our own experiences to help us be 
more aware of what is going on around us,” she said. 
 Both of Blankenship’s churches have been doing 
outreach to connect with their communities. On 
October 27 the church at Anutt had its fall dinner. 
 The event was promoted through fliers at the local 
school. In 2017 they served 48 people. This year they 
served 70, including two immigrant families who 
were new to the area. The following day Mt. Hermon 
had a hot dog roast and hayride.
 Both churches also engage in mission. Last year 
after the hurricanes Anutt gave $2,500 to Texas 
and $2,500 to Florida, as well as $2,500 to the local 

fire department. Both churches adopt a family at 
Christmas and participate in Operation Christmas 
Child. A farmer from the church donates beef and 
pork from his farm to the food bank.
 “You don’t help people to get them to go to church. 
You help them because they need help,” Blankenship 
said. “Jesus never helped a Christian. He helped 
more of ‘the others’ on the outside of society than 
those in society.”
 The recovery ministry is something new for the 
church, but they recognize the need for it and 
continue to consider how they can be of help to each 
other and the community at large. 
 “I’m trying to keep our church members 
understanding that they can do ministry,” 
Blankenship said. “It’s not about money or how 
many people you have. It’s about your willingness to 
follow the voice of God when you are led in a new 
direction.”

“These little churches are the 
nursery of Christianity. You 
raise up leaders, because 
everyone has to be a leader.”
Gaye Lynn Blankenship

A group of any size that helps 
people recover from addictions, 
e.g. Celebrate Recovery or another 
Christian 12-step approach. 

Churches may also partner with 
recovery groups they host, such 
as AA, Al-Anon, Gam-Anon, etc., 
by offering radical hospitality, 
building relationships with group 
leaders, praying for requests made 
anonymously, and/or making 
available a designated chaplain.

Visit www.moumethodist.org/
recoveryministry for more 
information.

PATHWAY TO STARTING A RECOVERY MINISTRY
• Begin with a dangerous prayer: Lord, use me.
• Assess the needs of your community.
• Create a team.
• Visit a Celebrate Recovery in your area.
• Use the Celebrate Recovery or Brianna’s Hope web 

page to discover resources.
• Make a connection with an existing group and ask  

how best your church could support them. 

BRIANNA’S HOPE
A participant driven, faith-based, and compassion-filled addiction 
support and recovery group with a variety of resources.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
A Christ centered, 12-step recovery program for anyone 
struggling with hurt, pain or addiction of any kind.
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T his year brought many new and exciting adventures 
for Festival of Sharing. For six weeks during 

September and October there were seven Sharefests 
across Missouri: Kansas City, Tipton, Macon, Cameron, 
Dexter, Ferguson and Springfield. More than 500 
volunteers packed 28,000 pounds of rice, 2,000 pounds 
each of beans and popcorn, 150 food boxes, 600 hygiene 
packs, 200 student dental kits, 250 readin’ and writin’ 
packs, checked 345 Backpacks of Love and 181 youth 
personal care kits, and counted Church World Service 
donations and Best Choice Labels. Organizations 
such as Heifer International, Church of the Brethren, 
Mobility Worldwide and Rainbow Network hosted 
booths at various locations to share their mission and 
encourage local service. 
 “The third East Region Sharefest held at Immanuel 
United Church of Christ in Ferguson started on Friday 
evening with uplifting music from the youth praise band 
at SunRise UMC in O’Fallon. Our youth overnighter 
had an increase in youth and churches than in years 
past. The Saturday Sharefest welcomed more than 115 
participants,” said Krescene Beck, a Ferguson Sharefest 
volunteer.

 Churches of different denominations within the 
communities came together to make the Sharefests 
happen. Some organized volunteers, some donated lunch 
items and others helped get the word out to local media.  
 “It was really great to see how each event adopted its 
own personality to fit the local needs. Youth, adults and 
agency representatives worked alongside each other with 
a shared mission and accomplished so much. My heart 
is so full this year after experiencing the love, laughter, 
and sometimes chaos of the Sharefests,” said Festival 
Coordinator Sidney Owens of the 2018 Sharefest season.
 The annual quilt auction was held as its own event 
on October 27 at the Knights of Columbus Hall in 
Columbia. The auction attracted several people from 
the public, sold 150 quilts for $19,933.50 and raised an 
extra $750 through our freewill chili/soup lunch. Results 
of the auction can be seen on www.festivalofsharing.
org. Festival of Sharing would like to extend a huge 
thank you to all who supported the Sharefests and quilt 
auction this year. Planning for the 2019 season is already 
underway, so stay tuned for more information! Sign up 
for our newsletter and keep up to date with Festival of 
Sharing at www.festivalofsharing.org.

Sharefest s Br ing Givers
Together in Seven Locations BY SIDNEY OWENS

10 DECEMBER 2018  |  The Missouri Methodists



(Left to right) Don 
Panassow (Conference 
Treasurer), David Bailey 
(Gateway Regional 
Treasurer & Men’s 
Retreat Chairman), John 
Robinson, III (MO Men’s 
Conference President), 
Jeff Koch (MO Men’s 
Conference Vice 
President), Robert (Bob) 
Nothdurft (former MO 
Conference President 
& Leadership Team 
Member), and Glenn 
Wintemberg (former MO 
Conference President, 
Leadership Team Member 
and current chairman 
for the Methodist Men’s 
Foundation). Taken at 
the 70th Annual Missouri 
Methodist Men’s Retreat 
in September 2018.

UMM Look 
to the Future

T he new leadership team of 
the Missouri Conference 
United Methodist Men are 
anxious to go to work to 

help support a vital future for UMM 
groups across the state, but before 
they make plans, they are going to 
start by listening. 
 The UMM are inviting men around 
the state to respond to an online 
survey of about 10 questions that takes 
less than five minutes. To take the 
survey, please go to https://missouri-
reg.brtapp.com/MensMinistrySurvey. 
 “Your candid responses are 
important to us,” said John Robinson, 
newly elected Conference president 
of UMM. “We hope to use this 

information we gather to more 
effectively serve the men of the 
Missouri Annual Conference and 
share our mission of helping men 
grow in Christ, so that others may 
know Christ.”
 Robinson has served as district 
secretary/treasurer of the former 
Cape-Farmington District and as 
president of the Gateway Districts 
UMM. His home church is 
Caledonia UMC in Washington 
County, where his grandfather was a 
charter member of the UMM group 
about 70 years ago. 
 Missouri has 84 charted UMM 
units, and 93 Every Man Shares 
programs. 
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BY KIM JENNE

O
ver the course of three weeks in late autumn, nearly 
85 members of Church of the Shepherd engaged in 
a structured, conversational experience called Point 
of View (POV) designed to foster conversation and 

facilitate understanding about different perspectives regarding 
human sexuality.
 POV was created by a diverse team of clergy and laity 
from the Florida Conference. The conversation template was 
designed to equip participants to grow in empathy, have a 
broader understanding of different points of view and to create 
productive dialogue around challenging conversations. It 
was beta-tested in early 2018 and launched more broadly in 
Florida over the late spring and summer. Three members of 
the Missouri Conference visited a Tampa-based church in June 
to observe the experience. Rev. Jon Spalding was one of the 
observers and decided it was a valuable tool to try out with his 
congregation back in St. Charles.
 “Finding a way to have safe, Christ-like conversation in an 
increasingly polarized world is challenging,” Jon Spalding said. 
“Like many congregations in Missouri we have congregants who 
have differing viewpoints about many issues, human sexuality 
being one of them. The leadership team at COS wanted to find 
a way that we could help our congregation have conversations 
that left us more ‘whole’ at the end of the conversation rather 
than wounded, knowing we would not all agree but wanting 
to stay in love with each other. We believed the POV process 
would provide a foundation for beginning the conversation and 
a process for any issue where there was division.”
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 The POV experience allows for a one-day 
or three-session experience and includes 
a participant field guide, slides, videos, 
facilitator training materials and promotional 
materials. The conversation module is heavily 
dependent on lay leadership. At Church of 
the Shepherd, Spalding recruited lay leaders 
as session facilitators and table leaders but 
spent most of the three sessions behind the 
scenes. Lay leaders Janet Moran and Brett 
Abernathy facilitated each session from the 
front of the room, and 16 table leaders helped 
keep conversations productive around the 
participant tables. 
 “I have been surprised about how many 
people have participated in the POV 
experience,” said Moran, chairperson of 
Church of the Shepherd’s executive council. 
“The people attending are actively interacting, 
even though the content and discussions can 
be challenging. I sense that our members 
really want to find a way to deal with 
their feelings about this complicated issue 
confronting the church. It seems to have 
opened the door for further dialogue. Perhaps 
now it is not as scary for our people to discuss 
these issues.” 
 POV, as a conversation template, is 
designed to engage a variety of hard 
conversation topics. Because human sexuality 
is a pressing concern for the denomination, 
the Florida Conference chose to pursue that 
particular topic in its initial pursuit. Church 
of the Shepherd’s leaders could see the 
possibility of using the conversation model for 
a variety of topics affecting their community: 
race relations, gun violence and immigration, 
to name a few.

“The impact of these conversations is both a beautiful thing and 
an incredible witness … recognizing the Christ in each other while 
we share our diverse perspectives and experiences.” 
BEN MCWHORTER-RUSH, DIRECTOR OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION

POV was designed in collaboration 
with the Lakeland, Florida, consulting 
firm We Are Curio. The company 
specializes in the discipline of design 
thinking, innovation and generating 
solutions to complex problems. The 
materials are free to churches and are 
available to download digitally. 

Requests for them can be sent to 
pov@flumc.org. If you are curious 
about POV or are wondering if it 
might be right for your congregation, 
contact Rev. Kim Jenne, Director of 
Connectional Ministries, at kjenne@
moumethodist.org. 

Additional resources to engage in the 
conversation on human sexuality are 
available at www.moumethodist.org/
localchurchresources. 
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“We’re seeing God at work.” 
Pastor Alex Gerena of the Methodist church in 
Ezperanza, Puerto Rico recently reflected on the year 
since Hurricane Maria devastated the island. On 
September 20, 2017, sustained winds of 150+ miles 
per hour ripped off the roof of his church. Since then, 
the church has remained open to the elements. The 
church continued to worship every week. Community 
members worked to together to rebuild and “poco a 
poco” (little by little) progress came.  
 In October, Missouri Bishop Bob Farr returned to 
Vieques leading the newly commissioned residents in 
ministry on a week of service. Cutting metal, drilling 
holes and throwing sparks, the group of 16 put hands 
and feet to the gospel fabricating metal trusses for the 
new roof and completing interior work in a nearby 
home. “We are here to celebrate all that has been 
happening with our sisters and brothers in Esperanza,” 
Bishop Farr said.
 A lot has happened in the year since Maria. Bishop 
Farr was among the first of the United Methodist 

bishops to see the devastation firsthand and considered 
how Missouri could best partner in the weeks 
following the storm. In June, Pastor Alex Gerena of 
Vieques, Puerto Rico, joined the Missouri Annual 
Conference in Springfield to share about the need on 
the small island. The Conference committed to pray 
for the people in Vieques, give $150,000 to aid in the 
recovery, and go to help reconstruct the guesthouse, 
medical clinic, church and homes in need. 
 Fifteen months later, $68,197.51 has been raised, a 
new van has been donated to the church in Esperanza, 
tools have been given and 43 groups have signed up to 
go! The progress can be seen in three ways: donations, 
teams and work.  

Donations
Smaller churches in our state are leading the way! In 
August, for example, the average size of churches who 
gave was 79. Everyone is participating in this goal, 
and each donation helps us get closer to our $150,000 
commitment.

WRITTEN BY LUCAS ENDICOTT | PHOTOS BY LAUREN MIERS

15www.moumethodist.org



Teams
Forty-three teams have now registered to serve in 
Vieques! We are at capacity from January through 
March. These teams are coming from across the state, 
and seven of the groups are comprised primarily of 
young adults. The breakdown of teams registered that 
come out of a particular district: are
• Gateway Central District: 4
• Gateway Regional District: 2 
• Heartland District: 6
• Mark Twain District: 3
• Mid-State District: 8
• Northwest District: 6
• Ozarks District: 5
• Southeast District: 4
• Southwest District: 5

Work
The work in Vieques has been divided into three 
phases. Phase one was to rebuild the guesthouse in 
order to host teams. That was completed in July of 
this year. Phase two was to complete the roof on the 
church and ensure that the medical clinic is able to 
host monthly clinics. Phase two was completed in 
November of this year. Phase three is moving into the 
community to help with construction and support local 
capacity. 
 As groups now move into the community, they are 
working on houses selected by case workers employed 
by the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico. The case 

workers, funded by UMCOR, identify construction 
sites as they work on their larger case management. 
If a construction project is identified by the case 
worker, they pass the project onto a team of engineers 
working for the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico. The 
engineers evaluate the project and draw site plans to 
code. Once materials are secured the plans are handed 
to the general contractor, who will oversee the site 
and volunteer groups. Then our volunteer groups are 
matched with the different projects based on skills. It is 
truly a team effort.
 Thank you for all who have helped in the response to 
Hurricane Maria. We still have a bit more fundraising 
to do, and we are seeing God at work in the response. 
If you would like to know more about how your church 
could pray, give or volunteer in Puerto Rico, contact 
Lucas Endicott at lendicott@moumethodist.org. 
 We have not quite accomplished our $150,000 goal. 
If you haven’t identified a missional need for your 
Christmas Eve offering, please consider this effort.   
 Perhaps your family would like to financially 
contribute to the recovery effort as part of your 
Christmas celebration. Perhaps as you enter 2019 you 
would like to do it by partnering with Vieques in their 
restart. 
 Please write Puerto Rico in the memo line and send 
your gifts to: The Missouri Annual Conference of 
the UMC, 3601 Amron Court, Columbia, Missouri, 
65202.
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Learn more at umc.org/movement
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Court Street UMC in Fulton is 
addressing food security, with some 

literacy and community engagement added as 
well. How they got there wasn’t according to 
plan, but it progressed naturally. 
 In 2016, Court Street UMC did a Lenten 
study based around F. Willis Johnson’s 
book Holding Up Your Corner. The study 
prompted them to consider the primary need 
in their immediate community, and they 
found it to be food insecurity. 
 Soon after that, the New Beginnings 
Church of Christ, which had hosted a 
food bank, burned down. Court Street 

started helping out by hosting a Central 
Missouri Food Bank mobile food pantry on 
their property. They included community 
volunteers from outside of their congregation. 
They soon developed an in-house food bank 
to better serve people in need, using money 
they had on hand in a benevolent fund to 
install a large cooler and shelving. Now 
on the third week of the month they go to 
Columbia on Tuesday to get food from the 
food bank, go to Wal-Mart on Thursday to 
receive food the store is giving away, and 
distribute the food at the church on Friday 
from 2–4 p.m.

Pathway Out of Poverty Series
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In the middle of bread – 
all loaves, all shapes:
American white,
French baguette, or
Arabic flat –  
single flour
or multi-grain 
there is the word: read.
All that remains if you 
break a loaf of bread is: read – 
past and present
eternal like rain
falling from the sky
grain by grain...
Those who cannot read 
are the hunger of this world. 
And dinner will not be ready 
until all can read... 
Dinner will not be served
until all can read
and the young have books early in life
to sleep on like pillows 
after reading so late 
and the passing have books 
to take with to the afterlife – a gift 
to the reading angels 
who long for 
human bread.

 Beginnings Church of Christ now does the registration 
for the food distribution at Court Street UMC. 
 “I’m thrilled the Methodist Church was able to step in 
and pick up this ministry when our church burned,” she 
said. “This is a very nice facility to do this ministry.”
 At the previous location people had to lineup outside 
the door. At Court Street UMC people come into the 
fellowship hall to wait. They are given numbers when 
they come in and are called up to go through the food 
distribution a few at a time.
 “The number system allows for more interaction and 
engagement with people,” said Linda Rootes, a Court 
Street UMC member, who is coordinator of the food 
pantry. “Before we started doing that people were 
nervous about losing their place in line.” 
 The church typically serves about 85 families through 
their food distribution, but has had as many at 125. 
During registration families are given a card from a 
playing card deck. Large families get a heart or diamond 
(red card), and small families get a spade or club (black 
card). The amount of food they receive during the 
distribution is according to family size, with three or 
fewer people being categorized as a small family and four 
or more being categorized as a large family.
 The local library has donated books to their program, 
so they do some reading with the children that come to 

Millions of children in the world will never see 
the inside of a classroom UNESCO reports.

Ibtisam Barakat is a Palestinian-American 
poet and the author of the critically 
acclaimed international memoirs, Tasting 
the Sky, a Palestinian Childhood, and 
Balcony on the Moon, Coming of Age in 
Palestine (FSG/Macmillan), about her 
growing up years as Palestinian in the Holy 
Land. As a child, Ibtisam learned to read 
and write at a United Nations school for the 
children of refugees. She is also an artist, 
educator, and a human rights advocate 
through the creative word. She can be 
reached at  www.ibtisamBarakat.com.

20 DECEMBER 2018  |  The Missouri Methodists



the food distribution and send them 
home with a new book. Literacy 
studies have found that having 
books in the home contributes 
positively to children’s literacy. 
Linda Mealy is present to read to 
and with children as they wait for 
their parents to go through the food 
line. She has a lot of children there 
in the summer when school isn’t in 
session. She has been part of Court 
Street UMC her whole life. 
 “I like having an opportunity 
to make a positive impact on 
children’s lives,” said Mealy who 
also heads up the church’s Baby 
Grace ministry.   
 Nancy Strobel attends the 
Catholic church in Fulton but comes to Court 
Street to help with the food distribution. She 
was invited there by friends she worked with 
making meals in the soup kitchen. 
 “You develop friendships when you work 
together,” Mealy said. “We like having people 
from other churches join us for this, to spread 
the opportunity around a little bit.”

 Court Street UMC is now also making Friday 
night movie night, having recently shown family 
film classics like Honey I Shrunk the Kids and 
101 Dalmatians. People at the food distribution 
are invited to movie night that night, and church 
services that Sunday. Following movie night 
on October 19, they hosted the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes “Fifth Quarter” post-football 
game gathering.

Stay up-to-date with breaking 
news, upcoming events 
and important information 
from the Missouri United 
Methodists by subscribing to 
Net News.

www.moumethodist.org/
stayconnected

Subscribe 
to Net News
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Melissa Dodd
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You only get installed as a District Superintendent 
once. Rev. Melissa Dodd had a few ideas about 

what she wanted to share with her district during her 
moment. 
 First, she considered focusing on the need to adapt. 
It seemed timely, with technology changing things so 
fast. She could reference the popular book Canoeing the 
Mountains.
 But she’s also very connectional, so she considered 
using her time to talk about the beauty of the United 
Methodist connection as it extends across the district, 
Conference and the world. 
 But her heart kept drawing her back to her core 
understanding of what it means to be a Christian.
 “How we treat each other matters,” Dodd said in 
her sermon during her installation service at Cameron 
UMC on October 14. “I’m not talking about how we 
treat people who love us well. Sure, we would take a 
bullet for them. I’m talking about how we teat those 
who really get under our skin.” 
 Dodd reflected on how the very basic truth of how 
we interact matters is often the first thing to go out the 
window. It happens when you’re in a hurry and stuck 
behind a slow car. It happens when you read something 
on social media that you disagree with. Hostile reactions 
are fundamentally unchristian. 
 “Jesus said something like thinking about hate is 
right up there with murder,” Dodd reminded the crowd. 
“Interacting with grace and love is not a new concept.” 
 Dodd noted that in her new role as district 
superintendent, she now serves as a regional extension 
of the Episcopal office. But all Christians are called to a 
higher standard. 
 “As someone who claims Jesus Christ as savior, we 
are called to serve as extensions of God,” she said. “That 
doesn’t end when we are on Facebook or at a football 
game.”
 Dodd said serving as an extension, or the hands and 
feet, of Christ shouldn’t be a guilt trip, but rather a 
privilege and honor that is wrapped in grace. 
 “How you treat your waitress matters,” Dodd said. 
“It is so simple. It seems ridiculous that I need to stand 
up here at an installation service and say we need to 
love each other better, but we need to love each other 

better. How we 
interact matters 
because we are 
an extension of 
Christ.”
 The music 
team from Good 
Shepherd UMC 
in Kansas City 
provided the 
music for the 
service. 
 The following 
week Rev. Mi 
Hyeon Lee 
was installed at 
the Mid-state District Superintendent in a services 
at Community UMC in Columbia. Lee began her 
message by recalling that when she was asked by 
Bishop Ann Sherer-Simpson to meet with her while 
Lee was in seminary, she told Lee that she was ready 
to serve as pastor. She then appointed her to Salisbury. 
Lee wasn’t so sure she was ready. But her District 
Superintendent looked into her eyes and said “I believe 
in you.” 
 “Those words gave me encouragement in my 
ministry,” Lee said during her service of installation. 
“When I was called to ministry, God was telling me, ‘I 
believe in you.’ That’s what I want to tell you all today: 
I believe in you.” Peter received a vision three times 
from God, telling him it was time to shift his ministry 
from Jewish to Gentile, Lee said. God believed in 
Peter. 
 “We too have to shift to be better disciples,” Lee 
said. Jesus told Peter to go and meet people where they 
are – not to hesitate. There’s an urgency in the need to 
make new disciples. 
 The Apex Praise Team from Wesley UMC in 
Jefferson City provided music for the service. 
Following the service there were 28 pies served that 
were contributed by Mid-State District Churches, and 
people voted on their favorite pie. Jefferson Avenue 
with a chocolate peanut butter pie and Midway Locust 
Grove with a spicy sweet potato pie tied for first place.

Missouri Conference Welcomes 
Two New District Superintendents 
with Installation Services
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National Workshop on Christian 
Unity Coming to St. Louis

N ext spring Missouri Methodists will have 
a unique opportunity to participate in a 
conference in St. Louis that aims to bring 

Christians of different faiths together for a time 
of learning and faith development.  The National 
Workshop on Christian Unity will be held in St. 
Louis, Missouri, April 1-4, 2019. The theme will be 
“Beloved Community: A Call to Holiness and Justice” 
and all plenaries, seminars and lodging will be in the 
Hilton St. Louis at the Ballpark. 
 The Theologian in Residence will be Brother Emile 
from the Taize Community, and participants will be 
given the opportunity to pray three times a day in 
the Taize style. The Banquet Speaker will be Rev. F. 
Willis Johnson, former pastor of Wellspring UMC in 
Ferguson. Missouri Bishop Robert Farr and Catholic 
Archbishop Carlson will offer a joint plenary. 
 “The National Workshop is an excellent time 
for Christians (both those new to ecumenism/

interreligious engagement and those who have 
been participating in unity work for a long time) to 
come together for worship, fellowship, training and 
motivation,” said Rev. Jean Hawxhurst, the United 
Methodist Council of Bishops’ Ecumenical Staff 
Officer for Leadership Development.  
 “The individual networks that parallel the National 
Workshop also offer opportunities to learn what 
is going on within particular faith communions in 
terms of ecumenical/interreligious ministry. I highly 
recommend this annual opportunity for all official 
annual conference representatives and for all United 
Methodists interested in unity and reconciliation.”  
 Rev. Bruce Baxter attended the National Workshop 
on Christian Unity in Silver Springs, Maryland, last 
year as the ecumenical representative for the Missouri 
Conference cabinet. He found it to be a worthwhile event. 
 “It broadened my perspective on the efforts that our 
denomination and others are expending to form ways 
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to work together,”  
Baxter said. 
   Rev. Bart Hildreth 
of First UMC in St. 
Charles was the Missouri 
Conference ecumenical 
representative for the 
cabinet for eight years. 
Now that he is back in a 
local church, he still works 

with the Missouri Conference on ecumenical events in 
the St. Louis area. He’s part of the local planning team 
for the National Workshop on Christian Unity. 
 “I think this is a good event for anyone who believes 
God’s kingdom is bigger than our own tribe,” Hildreth 
said. “We can do more together than when we are 
separated.”
 Hildreth was an ordained Baptist minister before 
he became a United Methodist. He did his PhD 

dissertation on a Roman Catholic theologian. He said 
this has allowed him to develop the language of other 
Christian denominations. 
 “It behooves all of us in border regions to be 
conversant in the language of others,” he said. “Our 
world is too big for us not to know how to speak each 
other’s language.”
 The annual UMEIT: USA ecumenical/interreligious 
training will be offered on April 1. This is a training 
for annual conference CUIR Chairs and other 
Methodists interested in ecumenical ministry. Later 
in the week Methodists and Episcopalians will gather 
together to talk about the full communion proposal 
currently between the two denominations.  
 Scholarships are available to attend the event. If you 
are interested in applying for a scholarship contact 
Baxter at bbaxter@moumethodist.org. For more 
information about the NWCU, go to www.nwcu.org.

Last year while in a prayer rally 
at Ferguson, Bishop Farr met 

Catholic Archbishop Robert Carlson 
of St. Louis. Upon meeting the two 
decided they would like to get to 
know each other better and said they 
should meet for lunch. 
 It takes a few months to line up 
the calendars of two judicatory 
leaders, but they did arrive at a date, 
and Bishop Farr had lunch with 
Archbishop Carlson at his parsonage, 
a large historic home down the block 
from the St. Louis Basilica. 
 “It was really nice,” Bishop Farr 
said. “We spent a couple of hours 
talking about unimportant things.”
Bishop Farr learned something that 
gets lost among many people when 
looking at the Catholic hierarchy: 
Archbishops are real people. 
 “He grew up in Minnesota,” 
Bishop Farr said. “He’s a country 
boy like me.” Bishop Farr wanted to 
return the hospitality, so he invited 
Archbishop Carlson to come to his 

house for dinner. Again, it took a 
few months to get their schedules 
together, but Archbishop Carlson did 
come to the Farr residence, a small 
ranch house Bishop Farr and his wife 
moved to this year, located amongst 
farm fields about 15 miles outside of 
Columbia, with a pond in the back 
stocked with catfish and bass. Bishop 
Farr fried fish for dinner. 
 The relationship between the 
two formed naturally. Archbishop 
Carlson, who has been in the 
priesthood nearly 50 years and has 
been an archbishop for 10 years 
had never met a United Methodist 
bishop before. Bishop Farr has 
a gift of being able to relate to 
almost anyone. He was surprised 
how unusual others found their 
relationship to be. 
 “I find it interesting that everyone 
finds (their friendship) interesting,” 
Bishop Farr said. 
 As a former pastor in the St. 
Louis area, Bishop Farr knew the 

importance of being able to relate to 
Catholics. 
 “At Church of the Shepherd 
probably a third of the congregation 
had a Catholic background,” Bishop 
Farr said. 
 When Bishop Farr started Grace 
United Methodist Church in Lee’s 
Summit, he met a new priest to the 
area who was looking for a place to 
have worship. Grace rented them 
their family life center for Saturday 
night mass. 
 “We were able to relate to each 
other as church planter to church 
planter,” Bishop Farr said. “As a 
church planter I knew how hard it 
was to find a place to worship.”
 The new Catholic church ended 
up renting space from Grace UMC 
for years. 
 “We were doing it as part of some 
intentional effort to be ecumenical. 
We were just being good neighbors,” 
Bishop Farr said.

Bishop Farr on Ecumenicism

“It broadened my 
perspective on 
the efforts that 
our denomination 
and others are 
expending to 
form ways to 
work together.” 
BRUCE BAXTER
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE FOR MISSOURI 
CLERGY & CHURCHES
Since 2016, Missouri’s United Methodist clergy have 
benefitted from a new resource called C2FM the 
Clergy & Church Financial Ministry administered 
by the Missouri United Methodist Foundation and 
funded by a grant from Lilly.  Educational resources, 
financial coaching and direct aid have assisted scores of 
vital servant-leaders across our conference.
 One pastor said, “I feel as if a great cloud has been 
lifted, 80 percent of this work has been clearing 
emotional roadblocks/assumptions/fears and 20 percent 
has been realigning my priorities, goals and adjusting 
habits. I’m really glad I worked with the Foundation.”
 A Missouri seminary student receiving a C2FM 
scholarship writes, “Thank you for helping me live into 
my calling with your financial support.” 
 Missouri Methodists, including several clergy who 
have benefitted from the program have given generously 
to support C2FM to date.  

URGENT: DECEMBER 31, 2018 
DEADLINE TO DOUBLE YOUR GIFT! 
Direct aid dollars for clergy must be matched as part 
of the Lilly grant. Just $140,000 is needed to make 
our $500,000 goal, which means $1 million will be 
available for Missouri pastors and churches which will 
make a world of difference! We have until December 
31, 2018 to raise the remaining matching funds. Please 
join us in helping more pastors and lay leaders by 
making a gift to C2FM.  
• Make a secure donation online at: mumf.org/meet-

the-match 
• Make your check payable to Missouri UM 

Foundation, add C2FM on the memo line
 Mail check to: Missouri United Methodist 
Foundation, PO Box 1076, Columbia, MO, 65205. For 
questions regarding gifts to C2FM call 573-875-4168 
and ask for Chris Bouchard or David Atkins.

THE MISSOURI METHODIST FOUNDATION

Your gifts are already 
making an impact: 

425 
pastors 

participating
in the 

program

442
hours of 
financial
coaching

Average 
student 

debt 
reduced by 

$48,443

Average 
credit
score 

improve by 

57 points
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Sometimes having a physical, artistic 
representation of a metaphor helps bring home 
the message. Webster Hills UMC was doing 
just that when the church came together to 

wrap the church in prayer one Sunday morning on 
October 21. 
 In addition to wrapping the church in prayer, they 
also wrapped the entire exterior of their church chapel, 
sanctuary and education wing with 450 yards of a 19-
inch wide band of blue gossamer ribbon. Rev. Linda 
Gastreich said explaining the point of what they were 
going to do and why they were doing it wasn’t easy, 
but when they did it the congregation found it to be a 
meaningful and unifying process. 
 “When a church is constructed, the grounds are 
consecrated. The land is claimed as holy ground — a 
place where God’s work will be done and from which 
the people of God will be sent in God’s name. Nearly 

90 years ago, this land was consecrated — claimed as 
holy ground. Generations of people have passed through 
these doors seeking to know God and to know God’s 
will for their lives,” Gastreich stated in the opening of 
the prayer service. “We know that with each phase of 
construction there was new energy — new life — new 
hope. Today, we claim this ground once again as holy 
ground. We come together as the people of Webster 
Hills United Methodist Church to ask God to join with 
us in lighting a fire of the spirit. We ask God to energize 
us — to inspire us — to challenge us and to bless us. We 
do not ask for blessings of wealth or prosperity — but 
of wisdom, courage, a desire for peace and justice, and 
above all, a readiness to live as people who follow Jesus.”
 The congregation followed the opening with a liturgy 
asking for blessings for the ministries of the church and 
guidance for themselves as they move forward into the 
future. 

WRAPPED 
IN PRAYER

Families gather 
around Webster Hills 
UMC as the church is 
wrapped in prayer.
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In the last four issues, we’ve been talking about the 
standard role of instruments in the contemporary 
worship ensemble. So far we’ve discussed acoustic 
guitar, electric guitar, bass guitar and drums. This 

month we’ll cover style tips for the keyboard.
 Don’t overplay. The keyboard has the ability to cover 
a lot of sonic space. If you’re a classically trained player or 
grew up studying piano with an instructor, you may need 
to tame your sound a bit. Classical piano frequents the 
solo stage or may be the only instrument accompanying 
a soloist or vocal ensemble. In these situations, our job is 
generally to cover as much musical space as possible. 
 Printed editions are often arranged in this way. 
Playing in a contemporary ensemble is not the same 
and required less. What you play does not need to be 
less artistic, but is needs to be more complimentary to 
the instruments playing with you. Listen to the rhythm 
and range of the guitarists and bass players that you’re 
working with and try to play something different.
 Don’t double the bass guitar. Playing the same or 
similar to the bass is a major no-no. Unless the goal is 
to achieve a special effect, this generally sounds bad. 
The low end of the spectrum is the most susceptible 
to clutter, which detracts from the sound of the entire 
band. It can also throw off the drummer (whether that 
player realizes it or not), since they are often listening for 
the bass guitar.
 Buy a synthesizer. You might be playing a piano 
with the group, which is fine. However, there are many 

sounds and creative possibilities 
that you can explore with a 
synthesizer as well. Additionally, 
synthesizer “pads” are one of the 
most defining characteristics of 
modern worship music. Working 
with a synthesizer, you can 
explore interesting chord voicings, 
extensions, and countermelodies 
with less likelihood of clashing 
with your band members. 
Synthesizers get cheaper every year, 
and can now function in conjunction 
with your laptop, giving you the opportunity to access 
hundreds of sounds from apps like Garage Band.
 Learn contemporary music theory. I’m a classically 
trained musician. However, if I use chord voicings and 
structures from that idiom in contemporary worship 
music (even things written in the last 40 years) it won’t 
sound right. Understanding how to integrate popular 
or even jazz music theory into your contemporary 
ensemble will help your group get the right “feel.” 
If you’re a classically trained pianist, it may not be a 
bad idea to take basic improvisation lessons from an 
instructor as well.
 If you have any questions or comments, I’d love 
to hear from you. You can contact me via email 
at rmclouth@centralmethodist.edu or phone at 
660-651-9964.

MUSIC MATTERS BY RYAN MCLOUTH

Ryan McLouth is 
the Music Ministry 

Program Coordinator
and an Assistant 

Professor of Music 
at Central Methodist 

University

Avoid Overplaying Keyboard 
for the Contemporary Ensemble
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Love was at the center of John 
Wesley’s theology and ministry 

from beginning to end. It was at 
Oxford in 1725, 13 years prior to his 
famous Aldersgate experience, that 
Wesley became convinced that to be 
a Christian was to obey the two great 
commandments of loving God with 
all one’s heart, soul and mind, and to 
love one’s neighbor as oneself. On his 
death bed in 1791, Wesley with great 
exertion asked “Where is my sermon 
on The Love of God? Take it and 
spread it abroad; give it to everyone.” 
Ten thousand copies of “God’s Love 
to Fallen Man” were printed and 
given away. (Albert Outler, in The 
Works of John Wesley, vol.2, Abingdon, 
1985, p. 422)
 One way to sum up Wesley’s 
theology is with these three points: 
God is love, We were created in God’s 
image but no longer bear that image, 
and Salvation is how God through 
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
restores us to that image; enabling us 
to love as God loves.
 The foundation of Wesley’s theology 
and practice is that God is love (I 
John 4:8). Commenting on this verse 
in his Explanatory Notes on the New 
Testament he says that “God is often 
styled holy, righteous, wise but not 
holiness, righteousness, or wisdom ... 
as he is said to be love: intimating that 
this is ... His reigning attribute, the 
attribute that sheds an amiable glory 
on all His other perfections.”  
 Everything God is and does is 
governed by love. In many of his 
hymns, Charles Wesley makes this 

point more succinctly when he calls 
God “Love Divine.”
 The depth of that love is revealed 
in Jesus Christ, most especially in 
what John Wesley calls “that amazing 
display of the Son of God’s love” 
to us through his death on a cross. 
Charles Wesley gives expression to 
this amazing love when he writes “O 
Love divine, what hast thou done! The 
immortal God hath died for me! ... Th’ 
immortal God for me hath died: My 
Lord, my Love, is crucified!” (UM 
Hymnal #287)
 Encountering this love will change 
your heart and life. Commenting on 
“We love him, because he first loved 
us” (I John 4:19) John Wesley wrote 
that “This is the sum of all religion, 
the genuine model of Christianity. 
None can say more: why should any 
say less ... In one of his most famous 
hymns Charles Wesley depicts a sinner 
wrestling with God as Jacob did in the 
Old Testament. “Speak,” the sinner 
says, “or thou never hence shalt move, 
and tell me if thy name is Love.” Then 
comes the new birth: “‘Tis Loved 
‘tis Love! Thou diedst for me ... The 
morning breaks, the shadows flee, pure 
Universal Love thou art.” This love is 
indeed for everyone: “To me, to all, thy 
mercies move; thy nature and thy name 
is Love.” (UM Hymnal #386)
 On his death bed John Wesley still 
yearned for all persons to know the 
wondrous, amazing, transforming love 
of God. As his heirs may we in both 
word and deed spread the good news 
of God’s love abroad, sharing it with 
everyone.

WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of 

Wesleyan Studies, 
Saint Paul School 

of Theology

BY HAL KNIGHT

“Tis Loved 
‘tis Love! 

Thou diedst 
for me ... 

The morning 
breaks, the 
shadows 
flee, pure 
Universal 
Love thou

art.”
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In the summer of 1996 I gazed out the 
window as my plane landed in Kiev, 
Ukraine. It wasn’t my first international 
trip, but it was the first trip I would 
take to a country entirely foreign to 

me, the first time I would live in a place 
where English was only spoken through a 
translator. Our guide met us at the airport, 
got us through customs and took us to the 
train station where we would board an 
overnight train to Kharkiv – our home for 
the summer.  
 It was then that I realized that our 
Ukrainian guide had traveled on that same 
overnight train from Kharkiv just to meet 
us and to welcome us to his country. He 
made sure we made it safely and helped us 
settle into the apartments where we would 
live. We learned that the families who lived 
there moved out and made other housing 
arrangements with friends or family so we 
would have a comfortable place to stay. 
That summer was life-changing for me, 
due in part to the radical hospitality of our 
Ukrainian hosts.
 In my travels since, I have encountered 
this kind of hospitality all over the world – 
from Singapore to Dewitt, Arkansas, from 
the women who invited me to stay with 
them when I was a newlywed and nervous 
to stay alone, to the friends who volunteered 
their condo this weekend so my husband 
and I could spend a couple of days away.

 Maybe you’ve 
experienced that kind of 
radical hospitality too? 
The kind where you get 
a glimpse of Jesus in 
the face of a friend? The 
kind that Jesus refers 
to in Matthew 10:40, 
“Anyone who welcomes 
you welcomes me, and 
anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one 
who sent me.”
 In a few short months we’ll get a chance 
to offer radical hospitality to people all over 
the world, a chance to be the face of Jesus 
to someone who may be like I was so many 
years ago, experiencing an entirely foreign 
place where they will only hear their own 
language through a translator.
 In February at the Special Called Session 
of General Conference, United Methodists 
will arrive in St. Louis to gather and discern 
the next best steps for our denomination. We 
have the opportunity to be the friendly face in 
the airport, the guide on the train, the host in 
the hotel lobby, the smile at the doors of the 
Dome at America’s Center. We hope you will 
take this opportunity to welcome our guests  
and, in turn to welcome Jesus among us.
 For more information or to register as a 
volunteer, go to moumethodist.org/gc2019  
and click on the volunteer link. We can’t 
wait to see you there!

Jill Wondel,
Associate Conference 

Lay Leader

LAITY VOICES BY JILL WONDEL
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Year-End Stats Webinar
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2018: 10-11AM
Register: www.moumethodist.org/yearendstatsupdate
Contact: Christa Daro, cdaro@moumethodist.org
573-441-1770

For the first time, we have decided to collect a few 
additional statistics from our local churches. We are 
doing this for two reasons. First, as we embark on a new 
vision and three Conference priorities, we need data in 
order to assess our progress.  Second, and maybe more 
importantly, we acknowledge that many of the requests in 
Tables I-III do not always reflect the actual practices of local 
churches in Missouri. In fact, Tables I-III are not generated 
by the Conference. Rather, we collect the data and 
immediately provide it to the General Council on Finance 
& Administration. We certainly look at trends within that 
information (e.g. worship attendance, individuals involved 
in mission, giving, etc.), but the statistics are used more 
extensively by the greater Church. 

For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

NextGen Academy: Urban Forum
SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2019: 9:30AM TO 3PM
Register: www.nextgenumc.org/nextgen-academy-urban-
forum
Contact: Dora Thackery, dthackery@moumethodist.org, 
573-777-1214
Location: Missouri Annual Conference Office, 3601 Amron 
Court, Columbia, MO 65202

The Missouri Conference of the United Methodist Church 
has identified missional leaders as their essential priority. 
Missional leaders are intentionally growing in Christ in order 
to serve with vision and hope for the Christian community. A 
disciple becomes a missional leader as they identify others, 
who identify others, who practice following Christ. Missional 
leaders are freed to lead in the context of their community, 
local church and beyond. 

The second NextGen Academy event aims to expand the 
participants’ worldview and raise awareness of what is 
happening in society today. The Urban Forum will tie in 
social principles and focus on food insecurity and education. 
This is an opportunity for students to identify what these 
issues look like in their community and what they can do to 
respond.
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BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT

The ongoing practice of photography 
is like creating a mirror made up 

of images. Imagine gazing at a glass 
mirror fractured into a web of cracks. 
By viewing the mirror at different 
angles, the photographer can see 
fragments of a reality made up of 
their physical environment, family and 
social involvements, activities and 

interests driven by purpose, cultural 
engagement and meta-narrative. 
Revealed are reflections of self, both 
familiar and unfamiliar glimpses. 
Revealed are reflections of all aspects 
of what it means to be human. Revealed 
are reflections of God’s creation. The 
contemplative photographer is invited 
to explore these reflective and refractive 

shards in literal and metaphorical ways. 
The apostle Paul writes “For now we 
see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will 
see face to face. Now I know only in 
part; then I will know fully, even as I 
have been fully known." (1 Corinthians 
13:12) Walking humbly with God polishes 
the mirror which reveals and redeems 
brokenness which distorts.


