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Fred Koenig, Editor
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Fred Koenig,Editor

Consider the Source
A few months ago I was hiking around a mountain that had many flowing streams. People 
were drinking freely from these streams. I did so myself when I was high on the mountain. 
I did it less as I got lower. The water was pure at its source, but there had been too much 
opportunity for impurities to contaminate it. 
 It’s my purpose as a journalist to keep the United Methodists of Missouri informed about 
the United Methodist Church. It’s what I spend most of my time doing. By that I mean 
most of my life – not just most of my time at work. I’m sure I get some details wrong, but I 
can guarantee my intent is to inform. 
 Some of you really don’t want to get into this “human sexuality” discussion that is coming 
up in St. Louis in February. That’s fine. If you don’t want to hear, think or in any way 
engage the topic, please skip pages 6 through 19 of this issue. 
 Some of you are on the opposite end of the spectrum – you want to know way more than 
what I’m telling you. That’s fair – there’s a lot more to know. I highly encourage you to start 
with the source – read the 93-page report from the Commission on a Way Forward. It’s well 
presented, and I found it to be easy to read and understand. 
 Once you have that digested, if you still want to know, I recommend the United 
Methodist News Service as a trusted source of news. Linda Bloom, Heather Hahn, Sam 
Hodges – they are all top-notch reporters. We’re very fortunate to have them reporting on 
the United Methodist Church. You can find several stories from them related to this issue at 
www.umnews.org.
 There’s also a large volume of curated resources around this topic on the Missouri 
Conference website at www.moumethodist.org/prayingourwayforward. “Resources” is one 
of those words that the church claimed several years ago and immediately started overusing. 
In this case it means everything you can think of related to this topic – things like videos of 
Bishop Farr addressing the issue, lists of books that offer advice on how to approach difficult 
conversations, the list of Missouri Conference delegates and more.  
 There are also good people out there in other venues that deserve to be heard if you 
interested in knowing their opinion. These aren’t necessarily the best places to go if you’re 
just looking for information about the issue. A good Cadillac salesman could provide me 
with a very clear rationale for why I need to be driving a new Escalade. He could make 
several irrefutable points about the quality of the vehicle, how it incorporates the latest 
technology, best safety features, etc. He may also personally be a great guy – an upstanding 
person who I can relate to and feel I can trust. But if I trust him as the right person to advise 
me on what I should be driving, I would drive home tonight in $90,000 of American luxury 
that wouldn’t fit in my garage and would ultimately result in my divorce. That Escalade may 
have many good points, but it isn’t necessarily the right fit for my context. 
 Regardless of whether you are hungry for more information about the upcoming Special 
Session of General Conference, or whether you are tired of hearing about it already, please 
pray for the delegates who will be there casting votes, the people who are responsible for 
the logistics involved in putting together an international conference of this nature in an 
unprecedented way and those who are tasked with trying to make sense of it all to keep 
you informed.
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MESSAGE FROM CODY COLLIER

During a very intense time early in my ministry, 
I recall preparing to speak at an ecumenical 

community Thanksgiving service. There was a deep 
political divide over upcoming elections and negative 
campaigns. In addition, there was a considerable 
amount of racial tension that reflected the injustice 
and inequity in a troubled urban community. The 
church I was serving at the time was going through 
a season of much needed change in leadership. 
Many leaders were burned out and had requested to 
come off committees they had served for some time. 
However, once the new officers were approved at the 
charge conference, there were people grumbling over 
the new leaders. The question I kept getting was: 
How could this happen?

As local churches were wrestling with a variety 
of issues in their settings of ministry and in the 
community, you could sense there were clergy who 
were weary and overwhelmed by it all. At the same 
time, members of local churches were masking the 
reality, and they wished the conflict, divisiveness 
and community concerns would just go away. It was 
clear that the climate of the culture was creating 
a less than enthusiastic group of congregations 
coming together for a worship service of praise and 
Thanksgiving. 

As I entered the church, I saw that the members had 
done an excellent job in offering radical hospitality. 
The pastors in the community were supportive as 
they shared important parts in the service. The 
combined choirs offered meaningful and uplifting 
songs. In the process of my getting ready to preach, 
an usher came up with a pitcher of water, which I 

was happy to receive. I immediately lifted up a cup 
for the usher to pour the water in; however, the top 
part of the pitcher fell off, drenching me with ice 
water. Suddenly, people were running to dry me 
off with towels. The pastors were showing great 
concern for me. The pianist began to play one of my 
favorite gospel songs while I worked to get myself 
back together. After a few minutes, I got up and 
shared: Friends, I have changed the message tonight 
from “Giving Thanks” to the theme “Renewing Your 
Baptism.” Although that was not what I preached, 
people laughed and were more prayerful and 
thankful to be together!

I believe it is exactly in times of fear, doubt, 
uncertainties, and change – when discernment is 
desperately needed – that the church can have a 
prophetic voice and an energetic witness through our 
collective prayers, humility, laughter and gratitude to 
a loving and generous God.

In today’s political climate, as we feel the tension 
in our communities and as the United Methodist 
church is facing major decisions about its legacy 
and future in the coming months and years, 
particularly with the Special Session of General 
Conference, many are asking how the church can 
still have a faithful witness in the midst of so much 
complexity and confusion. The continual decline of 
attendance in mainline churches and the current 
realities facing the church’s mission field represent 
unique challenges and a definite call for courageous, 
grateful, and adaptive leadership. How we need 
faithful, grace-filled, and blessed leaders at such a 
time as this! 

blessings of prayer
God of peace and joy, we live in times when we are fearful, anxious and fractured — 
while striving to be faithful. Give us in these moments just enough of your spirit, your 
prayers, your laughter and your goodness to be grateful in all circumstances. Help us 
to pursue throughout our days your patience, hope and justice. Keep us from trying 
to skip through the difficult parts of life so that we can experience you at work in our 
lives and in the world. Amen.
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blessed leaders offer a gospel and 
testimony of hope. They are clergy and laity 
who share their stories of faith concerning God’s 
goodness, love, joy, forgiveness, and grace. They 
provide a hope grounded in God’s victory in the 
cross and Resurrection over the powers of sin and 
death. Among the many competing voices of people 
immersed in individualism, consumerism, political 
partisanship, and hopeless negativism, blessed leaders 
venture beyond the familiar and comfortable into the 
places where there is suffering, injustice and despair 
to bring good news. People facing bullying, sexual 
abuse, and loss; the student failing a class at school; 
those immobilized by their financial crisis; or the 
persons disillusioned by their experiences of church – 
all seek a Word and words of a better day.

blessed leaders practice and 
know the power of prayer. We find in the New 
Testament, Jesus regularly goes away to a quiet place 
to pray. In the Book of Acts, the disciples pray, and 
the Holy Spirit comes and shakes the whole place 
and fills them so that they can speak with boldness. 
Later we find Paul telling his churches to pray without 
ceasing. James tells the Christians to pray for healing 
for those who are ill. Prayer is definitely all over 
the Christian story. Blessed leaders understand the 
life-giving pattern of prayer and discernment. We 
are invited to prayer because when we pray, things 
change. We change. The world changes. And the most 
important relationship we have grows and deepens 
–  the relationship with the very one who creates, calls, 
and claims us.

blessed leaders help us to keep 
everything in perspective. With humility and 
humor, they understand the importance of listening, 
learning, building relationships and having a heart of 
peace rather than a heart of war. In the timely book 
The Anatomy of Peace – resolving the heart of conflict, 
the authors share that when we have a heart of 

peace, we see the other person or group as a unique 
and valuable human being. We must get out of the 
mental box of regarding ourselves as “better than, 
worse than, I deserve, and how I must be seen by 
others.” Most of the problems in the world are related 
to our way of being with others—and how powerful 
it would be if we could do so with a heart of peace.

blessed leaders encourage us to 
live a life of gratitude. It’s so important to bring 
gratitude to the forefront of our daily lives—not just 
during special holidays or when things are going 
well, but all year long, even in the midst of the 
messiness of life. Living a life of gratitude is a choice. 
Life doesn’t have to be perfect in order for us to give 
thanks – we can choose to be grateful, regardless of 
our circumstances. A grateful heart sees each day 
as a gift. This is the perfect time for each of us to 
write, call and express our thanks to those who, in 
the past and present, bless our lives – to pass it on as 
blessed leaders. I was recently waiting in a long line 
in my car at Panera’s restaurant making sure I had 
the correct amount of change to pay at the window. 
In my frustration, I dropped a part of the coins I 
held in my hand. The young person in the drive said: 
“don’t worry, the car in front of you just bought your 
breakfast.” I paused to give thanks, laughed, and 
reflected upon the many unexpected blessings we 
have on the journey of life. Let’s pass it on! 

we are reminded 
The Lord is near. Don’t be anxious about anything; 
rather, bring up all of your requests to God in your 
prayers and petitions, along with giving thanks. Then 
the peace of God that exceeds all understanding 
will keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus 
(Philippians 4:5b-7). 

laughter & gratitude
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On February 23 United Methodists from 
around the world will meet in St. Louis 

to make decisions around things that could 
significantly alter the structure of the United 
Methodist Church. On October 4-5 delegates 
from the Missouri Conference met with other 
delegates from the South Central Jurisdiction in 
Oklahoma City to discuss details of the proposals 
that will come before the session. 
 During the 2016 session of General Conference, 
frustration was expressed at the amount of time 
related to discussion around issues of human 
sexuality. The body of General Conference voted 
to request guidance from the Council of Bishops 
on the issue. Following General Conference 
the Council of Bishops formed a commission 
to address the issue and develop a proposal, 
called The Commission on a Way Forward. It 
was comprised of 32 members from across the 
opposite spectrum. The commission developed a 
proposal a majority of the commission members 
supported, called The One Church plan. At the 
request of the Council of Bishops, they also 
provided information on an alternate plan, called 
the Connectional Church Plan. There was also 
an outline of third plan, called the Traditionalist 
Plan, included in the report, but it was the 

work of a few bishops and not the work of the 
Commission on a Way Forward. 
 It was determined that the proposed plans would 
be discussed in a special session prior to the next 
General Conference Session, so the Special Session 
in February of 2019 was set, with the General 
Commission on General Conference selecting St. 
Louis to be the site of the session. 
 For the South Central Jurisdictional meeting, 
each plan was presented by a bishop. Bishop Gary 
Mueller of Arkansas presented the Connectional 
Church plan. He began his presentation by 
acknowledging that many people had already 
written off this plan because they found it too 
complex and difficult to understand. He presented 
the basics of what the impact of the plan would be, 
and why it was trying to accomplish it goals in this 
manner, noting that when you break it down the 
plan is not as complicated as it may seem. 
 “It’s like the old saying, ‘How do you eat an 
elephant? One bite at a time,’” he said. 
 The Connectional Church plan calls for the 
creation of three connectional conferences, and all 
United Methodist Churches would belong to one of 
these three conferences. A progressive connectional 
conference would mandate full inclusion of the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community. 

Delegates Hear About Proposals to be Considered at Special Session

6 NOVEMBER 2018  |  The Missouri Methodists



A unity connectional 
conference would allow 
but wouldn’t mandate 
inclusion. A traditional 
connectional conference 
would continue the 
current language and 
standards in the Book of 
Discipline. 
 “The good thing is 
this plan doesn’t change 
things overnight,” Bishop 
Mueller said. 
The implementation 
of the Connectional 
Church Plan would 
span several years. If the 
plan was approved in 
2019, it would require 
the passage of at least 
six constitutional 
amendments, which 
would be voted on in 
2020. Bishops would then choose what conference 
they would belong to in 2021. Local churches 
would choose their conference in 2022. The 2024 
session of General Conference would be moved 
back to 2025. 
 Bishop Mueller apologized for a complexity of 
his presentation, and added, “Here’s the thing, 
this is just the tip of the iceberg.” He described the 
Connectional plan as being adaptive, complex and 
contemplative. 
 “This plan addresses the realities of the United 
Methodist Church and the world the way they are, not 
the way we wished they were,” Bishop Mueller said.  
 Bishop Scott Jones of the Texas Conference 
followed Mueller, and presented the Traditionalist  
Plan. The Traditionalist Plan continues the 
current prohibition on same-sex marriage and the 
ordination of openly gay clergy, but also mandates 
strict enforcement of all such prohibitions that are 
given in the Book of Discipline. 
 “Some of my friends have called this the ‘More 
Trials Plan,’ and they may be right,” Bishop Jones 
said. “But the plan does include innovative ways to 
enforce accountability without trials.”

 The plans will be considered at the Special 
Session not as whole plans, but as the petitions that 
comprise them. The Traditionalist Plan involves 
17 petitions, and Jones said it could use more 
refinement. “The work on this plan is incomplete,” 
Bishop Jones said. 
 Bishop Robert Schnase of the Rio Texas 
Conference, formerly of the Missouri Conference, 
presented the One Church Plan. Bishop Schnase 
is one of seven bishops who served on The 
Commission on a Way Forward, and the only 
South Central Jurisdiction bishop to serve on the 
32-member commission. He was asked to serve 
on the commission twice before he agreed to do 
so. Then he read mission, vision and scope of 
commission and changed his mind. 
 “The purpose of the commission was to align 
with mission for United Methodist Church witness 
to reach others in as many ways possible,” he said.  
“The notion that we might make decisions allow 
us to multiply ministries of United Methodist 
Church gives me hope. There are people we are able 
to reach that other Christians don’t. Part of how 
we do that is that is we’ve managed to get along 
without agreeing.”

Ivan James
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Bishop Bob Farr leads the 
gathering of South Central 
Jurisdiction delegates in 
communion.



 Bishop Schnase led with the implications of the 
One Church Plan on the local church: He said most 
churches would not be affected by the plan at all 
because the One Church Plan is about providing space 
for differences. Traditional churches would still practice 
as traditionalists, and progressive churches would still 
practice as progressives. Most churches would not vote 
on any issues related to human sexuality. The default 
position would be the same as the current position in 
the Book of Discipline: Churches would not do same-
sex weddings on their property. Only churches that 
wanted to have a same-sex wedding would need to vote 
to approve it. 
 United Methodist pastors would be neither 
compelled nor prohibited from officiating same-sex 
weddings. Regarding the ordination of openly gay 
clergy, Boards of Ordained Ministry at the annual 
conference level would be allowed to make the 
determination. Bishop Schnase said he has heard 
some people express that the this would make the 
United Methodist itinerant clergy appointment 
process difficult. He contended that in reality 
it wouldn’t change it at all. Bishops are already 
appointing traditional clergy to traditional churches 
and progressive clergy to progressive churches. 
Bishops are not appointing reconciling pastors to 
traditional congregations or vice-versa. 
 “To do so would be a recipe for disaster,” he said. 
Bishop Schnase said he looked at the implications of 
an area of another denomination that had adopted a 
similar policy that granted some autonomy regarding 
these decisions. The area he looked at involved 137 
churches. Several years after adopting the policy, only 
five churches had requested to be able to conduct 
same-sex weddings, and of those only two had done 
so. 
 Bishop Schnase said he considers the One Church 
plan to be the plan that will result in the least 
disruption. He sees five possible outcomes of the 
upcoming Special Session of General Conference: one 
of the three plans is adopted, a variant of one of the 
three plans is adopted, or nothing is adopted. 
 “Some people think that if nothing is adopted 
nothing happens, but I don’t think that will be the 
case,” Bishop Schnase said. He believes it is likely 
that there will be some traditional and progressive 
congregations that will seek to leave the United 

WORKING OUT 
THE DETAILS
General Conference Rules Weren’t 
Intended for Short Session

The Special Session of General 
Conference will be operating under 
the rules established for the 2016 
Session of General Conference. That 
presents certain challenges, with 
one of the most apparent being that 
special session is only four days long, 
or three if you’re not counting the day 
of prayer. 

Normally legislation is considered by 
committees for a week before the 
full session of General Conference is 
convened. For this Special Session, 
there will be only one committee, and 
everyone is on it. 

“We’re trying to be faithful and fair,” 
said Louisiana Bishop Cynthia Harvey, 
who serves on the design team for 
the Special Session. “The session 
was called to hear and act upon the 
recommendation of the Commission 
on a Way Forward – that’s why it was 
scheduled for three days. Now we have 
99 petitions to consider.”

Harvey said they are hoping to group 
the petitions with plans as they are 
addressed, so the plans are not 
deconstructed. 

The Advance Daily Christian Advocate 
containing all of the petitions is 
scheduled to be published on 
December 23.

“We beg your patience, and ask you to 
remain nimble and open,” Bishop Harvey 
said. “We are in unprecedented times. It 
calls us to act in unprecedented ways.”
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Rio Texas Bishop Robert Schnase 
presents the One Church plan 
to the delegates of the South 
Central Jurisdiction.



When reading the report on 
from the Commission on the 
Way Forward regarding the 
proposed plans for disciplinary 
changes regarding the 
churches stance on issues 
relating to sexuality, it might 
seem odd that the final chapter 
of the report is about pensions. 
The reason pensions became 
an issue is that some plans call 
for structural changes. Another 
reason is if churches attempt 

to leave the denomination it 
could also have an impact on 
pensions. 

“If a Conference has fewer 
churches, it’s ability to meet 
future (pension) obligations 
could be impacted,” said Dale 
Jones as he was addressing 
the delegates of the South 
Central Jurisdiction. 
The core of the Wespath 
plan is safeguard the clergy 

defined benefit portion of their 
retirement. Wespath proposed 
to secure this by assessing 
any exiting church with a 
withdrawal fee that would 
offset this future liability. 
The amount of the fee would 
be determined by annual 
conferences. For more on this 
topic, go to www.wespath.org/
wayforwardwespathfaq

Methodist Church if nothing changes. 
 Bishop Schnase said that some critics of the 
One Church Plan have contended that it is just 
like similar efforts made at previous General 
Conference sessions to change the language in the 
Book of Discipline pertaining to human sexuality. 
He said it is not similar, in process or in outcome. 
 “Our group was asked – commissioned -  by 
the General Conference to develop this plan,” 
he said. He continued that it is very important 
to take into consideration that the work of the 
commission was brought by a constituency with 

fundamentally opposing points of 
view, which had never happened 
before. The plan was worked over, 
prayed over, and written by people 
across the theological spectrum. Its 
development included engagement 
with the central conferences. All of 
these factors resulted in a plan unlike 

any General Conference has previously considered. 
 “All of the energy in the One Church model went 
into how to give protection to the traditionalist and 
a progressive viewpoints,” he said. “We envision a 
United Methodist Church where there is room for 
everyone.”

SPECIAL SESSION & RETIREMENT BENEFITS

“We envision a United 
Methodist Church 
where there is room 
for everyone.” 
BISHOP SCHNASE
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BY BRIAN HAMMONS

Delegation
Update
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This message from Paul to 
the people of Philippi was 
one of the key scripture 

passages that helped the members 
of our General Conference 
delegation as we prepared for the 
2016 conference for which we were 
elected to serve. And along with 
other scripture, it’s helpful to us 
now as we review proposals, hear of 

concerns, and prayerfully prepare 
for the Special Session of General 
Conference in February 2019. 

It’s helpful to ponder these words: 
“Do not worry.” 
“Prayer and supplication.” 
“The peace of God.” 
 In the weeks to come there will 
be much listening, discussing, 

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made known to God. And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7 (NRSV)

Margie Briggs
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Yvette Richards
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praying, and probably speculating 
by pastors, laity leaders, and many 
congregation members. Probably a 
little worrying too. The members 
of our delegation feel all that in 
an even heightened way, with 
the responsibility of preparing to 
participate in the decision-making 
process. So turning to Scripture 
is very helpful, to remind us of 
who we are and whose we are – 
as Wesleyan Christians in the 
United Methodist Church. We 
will continue to share other helpful 
messages from Scripture as we seek 
wisdom and discerning hearts, 
praying and trusting in God for the 
future of the Methodist movement.

We also will continue to 
remember our “shared values” 
that we affirmed before the 2016 
conference:
• Be Christ-centered 
• Pray & Discern.
• Show Respect & Honesty 
• Listen & Contribute 
• Maintain Confidentiality & Integrity 
• Affirm Diversity with Unity 
• Practice Accountability & Collaboration 
• Keep the Focus – Remember Our 

Mission and “Keep the Main Thing the 
Main Thing!”

In preparation for the 2019 Conference, 
members of our Missouri delegation have 
participated in a jurisdictional gathering to 
hear details and discuss with delegates from 
other conferences the three plans presented 
by the Commission on a Way Forward. We 
are attending and listening carefully at the 
district sessions in our conference hosted by 
Bishop Farr. We are meeting in November 
and early February to discuss the plans and 

petitions to be presented at the Conference, 
share insights, learn of questions and 
concerns expressed through the district 
sessions and direct communications, and 
pray together. 

Please know that the members of our 
Missouri Conference delegation – your 
elected representatives – are taking this 
responsibility very seriously and will need 
your prayers as we seek God’s guidance in 
a Way Forward for our United Methodist 
Church and the entire Methodist movement. 
In the meantime, we’re all thankful to be 
part of the Missouri Conference where God 
is working amazingly through the people, 
congregations, and leaders of our church to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ and transform 
lives, communities, even our world. 

Yes, I’m still EXCITED to be a United 
Methodist Christian in the Missouri 
Conference! Thanks again for all your 
prayers and Spirit-led leadership!

Lynn Dyke
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I
mmediately following the South Central 
Jurisdiction meeting of General Conference 
delegates Bishop Farr launched into a 
statewide tour of regional conversations, 

beginning with the Gateway and Southeast 
Districts. 
 He wasn’t playing to an empty room. The first 
round of sessions saw almost 500 people and 127 
churches. He was glad to see people so willing to 
learn more and be engaged, even if the topic was 
one he would have rather not have to address. 
 “I’m not totally comfortable talking about 
sexuality in front of hundreds of people. We 
didn’t talk about this in the house I grew up in,” 
Bishop Farr said when speaking at the regional 
conversation at First UMC in Dexter on October 
11. “My mother is 80, and she can’t believe I’m 
standing here talking about this today.”
 But the United Methodist Church has been 
talking about how the church relates to people 
who are homosexual since 1972, when Bishop 
Farr was 13 years old. Back then he wasn’t aware 
it was an issue.  
 Later in life when he was a pastor he thought 
the discussion around the issue was just a 

distraction, taking away from the focus on the 
mission of the church of making disciples. He 
has now come to see it as something more, 
and knows the issue needs to be addressed. 
He encouraged people to read again the book 
of Acts, and they will see how the church has 
struggled with issues regarding how it functions 
in the world we live in since the beginning of the 
church. In those days the debate may have been 
more around a topic such as what is permissible 
to eat, but opposing sides still had strong 
feelings about what course should be taken. 
 “My biggest fear is that people will make 
a decision too soon on what they think they 
know,” Bishop Farr said. “On February 26 
(the last day of the Special Session), we’ll only 
probably be halfway through the decision-
making process. Nothing will begin to 
implement until 2020.”
 The issues before Special Session that have 
now created nearly 100 petitions (proposals 
to change the United Methodist Book of 
Discipline) relate to what is has generally been 
referred to human sexuality issues. Stripped 
down to the very basics, the primary issues 

In February the United Methodist Church is going to be in the news as the global gathering 
of the Special Session of General Conference convenes in St. Louis. Missouri Bishop Bob Farr 
is on the road speaking directly to United Methodists around the state so they have a good 
understanding of what is going on, and how it could impact their church.
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of divisions come down to 
whether LGBTQ people may 
serve as United Methodist 
clergy, whether United 
Methodist clergy may 
conduct same-sex weddings 
and whether or not those 
weddings can take place on 
United Methodist property. 

The session does not seek to 
have everyone come take the 
same position on issues related 
to homosexuality, but rather 
how the church can remain 
in ministry together without 
agreeing on these issues. 
 The Commission on a 
Way Forward was given the 
following considerations to do 
their work:
1. Maximize the presence 

of the United Methodist 
witness to as many people  
as possible. 

2. Allow as much 
contextualization as 
possible. 

3. Proves for as much unity  
as possible. 

 “The plans have different 
variations in how close together 

we are going to be,” Bishop 
Farr said. “There is no full 
solution to this – there’s just 
not. It’s not possible that 
everyone in the room will be 
happy. I was disappointed in 
the three plans. It wasn’t done 
in the way I wanted it done. “
 Bishop Farr talked the group 
through a summary of the 
details of the three proposed 
plans, which took about an 
hour. The three plans can be 
found in the full 93-page report 
from the Commission on the 
Way Forward at www.umc.
org/who-we-are/way-forward-
report-released-in-all-four-
official-languages-of-general-
confe. 
 Rev. Ron Beaton of First 
UMC Dexter asked Bishop 

“My biggest fear 
is that people will 
make a decision 
too soon on what 
they think they 
know.” 
Bishop Farr
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Farr what would happen if 
none of the proposed plans 
passed at the Special Session. 
Bishop Farr said that would 
probably mean that the same 
issues would be addressed at 
General Conference in 2020, 
and there would probably be 
some congregations on both 
sides of the issue that would 
seek to leave the denomination. 
 Robby Calvert of Ellsinore 
UMC asked if the plans were 
scripturally based. Bishop Farr 
replied that they were, and said 
scriptural references could be 
found in the full text of the plans. 
 In Bishop Farr’s first week of 
his regional conversations he 
spoke with about 115 people 
at Wentzville UMC, 135 at 
Webster Hills UMC, 60 at 

Lafayette Park UMC, 85 
at Farmington UMC, 70 at 
First UMC Dexter, and 105 
at Centenary UMC in Cape 
Girardeau. The conversations 
resume on October 30. To see 
the schedule and locations, go 
to www.moumethodist.org/
events. 
 Bishop Farr said he sees great 
ministry taking place through 
United Methodist Churches 
as he travels around Missouri, 
and he remains hopeful that 
through the process before us 
the United Methodist Church 
may strengthen it’s witness and 
begin to reach more people 
to make disciples for the 
transformation of the world. 
He is also hopeful that the 
United Methodist Church can 

serve as an example to the rest 
of the world how differences 
can be worked through 
amicably. 
 “Perhaps this is our chance as 
United Methodist to show the 
world we can disagree and be 
one,” Bishop Farr said.

“Perhaps this is 
our chance as 

United Methodist 
to show the world 

we can disagree 
and be one.” 

Bishop Farr

19www.moumethodist.org



The crowd that filled the parking lot at 
Christ Community UMC in Joplin 

on October 3 would be enviable at many 
churches on Sunday morning, but October 3 
was a Wednesday. The church has developed 
small groups to a degree that it packs the 
house mid-week. 
 The evening gets going at 5 p.m. with Pa’s 
Kitchen, a home-cooked meal of comfort 
food like roast beef, fried chicken and mashed 
potatoes and gravy. First time visitors are free, 
adults pay $5, children pay $3 or families can 
pay $16. Attendance at the meal ranges from 
about 150 to 300. 
 “People really come out for the roast beef,” 
said member Don King. 
 But people are still coming in as the meal 
comes to a close. They’re there for a wide 
selection of small groups. Small groups have 
been a big part of Christ Community since 
the church was started by Rev. Chris Sloan 28 
years ago in a storefront in Joplin. 
 When one table of two couples near 
retirement age were asked which small group 
they were going to after the meal, they 
were all heading in a different direction. 
One was headed to a Bible study on the 
Book of Daniel, led by associate pastor Ty 
Walkenshaw, one was going to Reclaiming 
the Lost Art of Biblical Meditation led by 
Rev. Bob Dart, one was going to Biblical This story is the third in a five part 

series on New Places for New People, 
with this story featuring small groups. 
Families of Christ Community UMC 
have contributed crosses to the church, 
many of which are crafted out of 
materials that hold a special meaning 
for their family.

NEW PLACES 
FOR NEW PEOPLE



PATHWAY TO STARTING 
A SMALL GROUP
• Begin with a dangerous prayer: Lord, use me.
• If possible, join a healthy small group to 

experience how one works.
• Participate in a small group leader training, 

especially if there are no healthy small 
groups near you to join.

• If you are in a healthy small group, ask to 
become an apprentice leader of that group.

• Find at least two other people who would 
join you in starting a new group.

• Meet with this core group at least three 
times to discern how you want your group 
to function. Be sure to pray with and for one 
another each time.

• As a core group, choose a regular day, time 
and place to meet.

• Pray as a core group about the study you 
will use to start the group.

• Pray for God to send new people to the group.
• Have each person in the group make at least 

five invitations to new people.
• Launch your group!

SMALL GROUPS
A group of 3-12 people that gathers at least twice 

a month to experience what it means to Know, 
Care, Grow and Share.
• Know = Know and Love God and Neighbor 

(Mark 12:28-31)
• Care = “Bear one another’s burdens” 

(Galatians 6:2)
• Grow = “Teach them to obey” through applying 

Scripture (Matthew 28:20) (It’s not about 
information; it’s about transformation.)

• Share = Witness and Serve beyond the church 
walls as authentic followers. (Matthew 28:19 and 
Mark 10:45)



Truths in a 
Modern World by 
Ben Leavens and 
the fourth was 
bound for Having 
a Mary Heart in a 
Martha World by 
Pam Dart. 
 When they 
made their 
choices, they were 
missing out on 
Financial Peace 
University, What 
Does it Mean to 
be a Methodist?, God is Not Fair: Finding Hope When 
Life Doesn’t Make Sense, and the CCUMC Iron Men 
group.
 Small groups aren’t just Wednesday evenings, though. 
The church also has a robust Sunday morning Sunday 
school. Sloan said he’s been asked by other pastors how 
he gets his people involved in small groups. 
 “We promote the groups in Sunday morning worship,” 
Sloan said. “That’s the main way we get the word out.”
 There’s also Judo classes at the church on Thursday 
nights, and a wide range of activities for children and 
youth, including a kayak camp on the river that has 
about 80 participants. The church now has a fleet of four 
vans for its children and youth activities, and could use 
more. 
 “This church is very active,” said King. “That’s what 
I wanted in a church when I started coming here. The 
doors are hardly ever closed. There’s always something 
going on here.”
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RESOURCES FOR 
SMALL GROUPS
The Class Meeting: Reclaiming a Forgotten 
(and Essential) Small Group Experience 
by Kevin Watson
A fresh new guide to the theory and practice of 
the Wesley class meeting, showing its relevance 
for the church today and how its reclamation 
may be a perfect means for church renewal and 
multiplication

Learn + Lead Webinar: Why and How to 
Start a New Small Group
Why and how to start a new small group 
with Angie McNeil and Robyn Miller of 
Woods Chapel UMC

Stride: Creating a Discipleship Pathway for 
Your Church by Mike Schreiner & Ken Willard
The process of developing a discipleship 
pathway that meets individuals where they 
are with practical instruction on how to plan, 
implement and sustain a discipleship pathway

The Band Meeting: Rediscovering Relational 
Discipleship in Transformational Community 
by Kevin Watson and Scott T. Kisker
Demonstrates that the band meeting model 
is the basic transformational community that 
enables us to grow in our holiness

Learn + Lead Webinar: Experiencing 
Transformational Community in a Band
Why and how to lead someone to follow Christ 
for the first time and rediscover relational 
discipleship in transformation community led 
by the authors of The Band Meeting

Small Groups for the Rest of Us: How to Design 
Your Small Groups System to Reach the Fringes 
by Chris Surratt
Practical, proven strategies on moving 
people from the fringes into biblically based 
communities
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W hen someone is injured or recovering from a 
surgery, most people just want to be home. But 

sometimes getting through the front door can be a 
challenge. The entryway to many homes involves a step 
or two. If you’re in a wheelchair, a couple of steps can 
amount to an unsurmountable wall. The solution can 
be building a ramp, but that can get complicated. 
 Don King is part of a men’s group at Christ 
Community UMC that addresses such concerns. More 
than once the group had worked on constructing a 
ramp for someone, but the ramp wasn’t used much 
before it was no longer needed. 
 “We were kind of getting burned on it, but God 
wouldn’t let it go,” King said. 
 His pastor, Rev. Chris Sloan, agreed that the 
traditional method of constructing an access ramp for a 
home had its problems. 
  “Ramps are expensive, and it would take a long time to 
get one built,” said Sloan. “Everything had to be custom 
designed and made. Then when they weren’t needed 
anymore they were useless. We could remove a wooden 
one, but it probably wouldn’t work any where else.” 
 The solution popped up on King’s phone one day 
when he was shopping for fishing tackle for a friend. 
Someone was trying to sell a modular aluminum access 
ramp for a home. He gave them a call and made a deal. 
 “I thought we would store one and use it occasionally, 
but now we can’t keep them in stock,” King said. 
As it goes with internet shopping, once King had 
purchased one his phone kept showing him ads for 
more. They have purchased ramps from Arkansas, 
Oklahoma and various locations in Missouri. They 
have done about a dozen installations in the past few 
years. The aluminum ramps are assembled at a home 
when needed, and then disassembled and moved to 
a different home when they were needed no longer 
needed at the present one. 
 In some cases a ramp may just be in place for a 
few months, like when someone is recovering from a 

surgery like 
a hip or knee 
replacement. 
In other 
cases, like 
with a 
disabled 
senior 
citizen, the 
ramp may 
be in place 
for the last 
year or two 
that person 
spends at 
home before 
they need 
to move to a 
care facility. 
 Money the men’s group earns from selling smoked 
chickens and turkeys that they prepare in the church’s 
commercial smoker are used to purchase materials 
for the ramps. They work with the local Veteran’s 
Administration to find people who need the ramps. 
They’ve recently upgraded to power ratchets to put the 
ramps together. It typically takes a group of four men 
a couple of hours to take remove one of the ramps. 
Installs are harder, but a larger group can get it done in 
a weekend. 
 “We have lots of young men in this church. It’s a 
different hodge-podge of people every time we do one 
of these,” Sloan said. 
 The men’s group at Christ Community had done a 
lot of work in disaster response and recovery after the 
tornado in Joplin in 2011. The ramps have filled they void 
since they have been caught up with emergency needs. 
 “This has helped get our men’s group active and 
back to having a mission,” King said. “It’s good to be 
needed.” 
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W hat’s a bright spot in your church that can 
continually bring in — and keep — new 
families? Why, the preschool, of course! 

It’s true that people may seek out a church home at any 
age and stage in life, but the reality is many begin their 
search in earnest when their children are young. Parents 
of small children are more open to the church and are 
looking for the perfect place for their preschoolers’ faith 
formation. 
 How can you help ensure your ministry is that place? 
By opening your arms wide and offering hospitality that 
would make Jesus proud. 

THE REALITY OF RADICAL
“People are searching for churches that make them feel 
welcome and loved, needed, and accepted,” says Bishop 
Robert Schnase of the Rio Texas, formerly of Missouri. 
“Too many churches want more children as long as they 
are as quiet as adults, more ethnic families as long as 
they act like the majority in the congregation. We can 
do better.” 
 One of the Five Practices that Bishop Schnase left the 
Missouri Conference with when he was appointed to 
Rio Texas was “Radical Hospitality.” 
“Radical hospitality is the active desire to invite, 
welcome, receive, and care for those who are strangers 
so that they find a spiritual home and discover for 
themselves the unending richness of life in Christ.” 
 Radical Hospitality is a concept Thom and Joani 
Schultz, authors of Why Nobody Wants to Be Around 
Christians Anymore, have also written extensively 
about. Underlying the concept is the idea that people 
are welcome just as they are. It’s an idea that permeates 
everything—from the registration desk to the take home 
materials—that we’re in this together. 
 “All of us desperately want and need to be accepted 
and loved unconditionally. Don’t you?” ask the 
Schultzes, who are also the president and the chief 
creative officer, respectively of Group (group.com). “So 
when others feel we judge them without accepting and 

welcoming them just as they are, they don’t want to be 
around us. They don’t get that baseline need of love and 
acceptance met.” 
 “Preschool is a pivotal time in a family’s life,” 
says Rev. Rosanna Anderson, Associate Director of 
Intergenerational Ministries for the United Methodist 
Church, Nashville, Tennessee. 
 “The wonderful thing about preschoolers is that 
they are curious, and they are old enough to begin to 
understand about worship.”
 Treating even the youngest child with respect is part 
of a radical welcome, acknowledging that even though 
they are young, preschoolers have the capacity to 
worship. 
 “Recognize that the child has a relationship with God. 
Honor them as Christians who are part of a community 
of faith,” says Rosanna. 

How to Create the Perfect 
Place for Preschoolers

BY AMY HOUTS

As the “sticker helper,” Krede records 
attendance for everyone in class.
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 She believes that Sunday School 
helps to prepare preschoolers to 
have a meaningful relationship 
with God and the church. “Snack 
prepares children for the church 
worship service and the Lord’s 
table [communion]. We worship 
together in church, but Sunday 
School is a more intimate time. 
Children learn, ‘Jesus is for me. 
God is listening when I pray.’ ”  
 How do you incorporate radical 
hospitality in your preschool 
program? You let it soak into every 
aspect of your ministry. 

COME JOIN US!
The first contact a family has 
with a church member is key in 
welcoming that family and making 
them feel comfortable.  
 “If someone walks into church 
with a preschool-age child, the 
frontline person (the greeter) would 
need to recognize this and address 
it in a positive way,” says Rev. Scott 
Moon of First UMC in Maryville. 
 He explains that the greeter should describe what the 
church offers and anticipate the questions a family might 
have, such as, “Where is the Sunday School room?” 
Ideally, the greeter could leave his/her post and take the 
family to the preschool Sunday School room or nursery, 
introduce them to the teacher/caregiver, and help the 
child check in. Signing children in (either on paper 
or electronically) before they are separated from their 
parents is a crucial step, not only for their safety and 
security, but also for parents’ piece of mind. 
 Moon explains that in his church, the greeter informs 
parents that children are welcome in the sanctuary 
but that the nursery is an option for all or part of the 
worship service. When renovating his church, the 
nursery was moved closer to the sanctuary. Additionally, 
activity bags with coloring pages, stickers, etc., are 
available in the sanctuary for children to use during 
worship. A rocking chair is located in an alcove. Making 
families with children feel welcome and comfortable is a 
key aspect of radical hospitality. 

A NEW WORLD VIEW
Your culture is also key to providing preschoolers with 
radical hospitality. This means you’ve carefully thought 

through what a preschoolers environment looks like —
from the perspective of little ones and their families. 
 Preschoolers thrive in an ares that is neat and 
uncluttered. Light-hued walls are soothing. Clean 
windows allow for natural light. Child-size furniture 
is perfect for this age group. An area rug provides a 
soft place for story time and worship, especially if the 
flooring is tiled. The teacher’s caring and compassionate 
attitude also sets the tone of hospitality.
 “When we think about Sunday School, we come with 
preconceived notions of what you think children should 
do and be,” says Pradnya Patet, director of Children and 
Family Ministries at the First UMC in Maryville. “Is 
that faith formation? No, it’s not, not if children have to 
sit a certain way, and be quiet, and act a certain way. Let 
children be children.”
 On a sunny morning, Patet welcomes preschoolers 
into her Sunday School classroom by name. Veronica 
Romig and her mom, Julie, sit at a low table eating snack 
with Andrew Wilmes. Two-year old Shayde Spire is 
usually in the nursery, next door. But today she wants to 
stay with her brother, Krede; even though the preschool 
class is for 3-5 year olds, Pradnya says it’s OK.
Patet sometimes has a helper as children walk in. “The 
greeter says, ‘Would you like a hug, a handshake, or 

Krede decides what 
job he wants to do.
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a high-five?’ They can do any of these because not 
everybody likes to be hugged. So we learn at a young age 
that respect is important. It is your choice.”
 In the center of the table, a bright red plate holds 
cookies cut into fourths and slices of apples and glazed 
donuts. When Hans Randall and Hinton Hamilton 
enter the room, Hinton doesn’t want to stay. But he eyes 
the snacks and decides to sit at the table while his father 
says goodbye. 
 The atmosphere in the room is casual, calm, and 
child-centered. Children can take off their shoes if they 
want and put them in their cubby. The teacher purposely 
keeps the lights off, but sunshine lights the room. 
 “So we think, what does it mean to be a church 
family?” Patet asks. “One thing families do together is 
eat. Snack is a big part of preschool. That’s where the 
best conversations happen because they want to tell you 
about their week.”
 As the children eat and talk, they choose the special 
job they will fulfill that day. Each child has a job, such 
as the greeter, acolyte, prayer helper, story helper, sticker 
helper, etc. 
 Patet states, “If we all have jobs, then that makes us 
important in the family. Having a job is a privilege.”
 While his classmates finish eating, Krede performs 
his job. As the sticker helper, he places a sticker on the 
attendance chart for each friend who attends Sunday 
School that morning. 
 Children used to put their our own stickers on the 
attendance chart, but Patet explains that this changed 
because “we want to create a community. The children 
recognize who is missing from their church family.” 
 Krede places stickers on the chart but not for 
Maverick Sandusky-Ury.
 “Maverick is not here,” says Pradnya, solemnly.
 Patet, who has a Ph.D. in Family and Child 
Development and is an associate professor at Northwest 
Missouri State University, is quick to credit Dr. Becky 
Bailey’s Conscious Discipline model. Patet adapted the 
model for her Sunday School room but doesn’t train 
volunteers in this philosophy. 
 Speaking of volunteers, Patet says, “We want you, 
your faith, and your dedication to children just the way 
in which you bring it. We can share resources and ideas 
and grow together.”  
 She believes that radical hospitality rather than 
classroom management can be woven into Sunday 
School teacher orientation. Therefore, key features of 
her classroom are related to routines. Activities occur 
in the same order each week: snack, music, worship, 
story, prayer, crafts, and closing. Young children like 

the consistency 
of routines. 
Songs and 
action rhymes 
are used at 
transition 
times. Patet 
chooses an age-
appropriate, 
Bible-based 
curriculum that 
emphasizes 
experiencing 
stories through dramatic play, building community by 
working together, and applying learning to students’ 
daily lives. 
 “Children learn what they live,” says Patet, referring 
to acting out the Bible story of Paul getting out of 
prison. “The idea is not so much that Paul escaped from 
prison but that he had friends who got together to make 
a plan to do that for him, just like we got together to 
make our story. The next time we talked about it, they 
remembered it because we had not just read the story, we 
had reenacted it.”
 Patet believes church and Sunday School are the 
perfect place for preschoolers. She relates faith to child 
development. 
 “The younger you start, the better,” she says. “Early 
childhood experiences give them a good foundation, 
a good footing to launch. Think about faith and 
how it emerges. It goes back to how a child’s brain is 
developing. The limbic system [which controls basic 
emotions and drives] is developing. It’s a critical time in 
their lives.” 
 Soon, the class experiences a pleasant surprise. They 
were missing their friend Maverick, but he walks in with 
his mother, Andrea Sandusky-Ury, the volunteer who 
alternates with Patet in teaching the preschool class. 
 “Maverick is here!” Patet says, truly joyful that their 
Sunday School family is complete. The small room fills 
up with other helpers: Maverick’s 10-year old brother, 
Ambrose, and Pradnya’s 10-year old son, Matteo Paul. 
Veronica’s father joins his wife and daughter. All are 
welcome. The good will and caring community is a key 
reason the children come back each week. 
 
Amy Houts (amyhouts.com) is an author of more than 70 
books including The Giant Book of Bible Fingerplays for 
Preschoolers, available through Cokesbury at: https://www.
cokesbury.com/product/9781470744786/the-giant-book-of-
bible-fingerplays-for-preschoolers.

Veronica, Shayde, 
and Andrew chat 

during snack time. 
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THE MISSOURI METHODIST FOUNDATION

The Clergy and Church 
Financial Ministry (C2FM) 

is making a difference for 
Missouri’s pastoral leaders. On 
#GivingTuesday (November 27) 
you can join the cause with an 
online gift at www.mumf.org/
giving-tuesday. Even better – every 
dollar will be matched by a grant 
from the Lilly Endowment. 
 “Our one-day goal is to raise 
$5,000,” states Myles Hinkel, the 
Director of Development for the 
Missouri UM Foundation. “The 
Lilly matching challenge really 
increases the impact of every gift.” 
 Each gift funds the direct aid 
component of the C2FM program. 
“Student debt is a huge challenge 
for many of our younger pastors,” 
says C2FM director Chris 
Bouchard. “When we can come 
alongside with some financial 
coaching and some debt relief, 
it can often make the difference 
between success and burn-out.”
 C2FM has already awarded 
over $169,000 in direct aid and 
provided over 420 hours of financial 
coaching. Over 220 pastors have 
utilized at least one C2FM service. 
“I feel truly blessed and honored to 
work with these dedicated leaders,” 

states Bouchard. “Even more 
gratifying is seeing a pastor gain 
renewed confidence that, in turn, 
impacts a whole congregation.” 
 Reverend David Stewart 
partnered with C2FM to start 
a new financial ministry in his 
congregation. “We actually have 
some unchurched people who 
had a need and … have become 
part of the class,” states Stewart. 
“When you begin to have those 
conversations, people open their 
hearts up and … God can do 
something amazing.”
 Giving Tuesday is a national 
and even global phenomenon that 
harnesses the power of social media 
to encourage philanthropy and to 
celebrate generosity. It is also a 
mindful counter-weight to the more 
commercial excesses of Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday. 
 As David Atkins, executive 
director of the Missouri United 
Methodist Foundation which 
sponsors C2FM notes, “United 
Methodist congregations preach, 
teach, nurture, and model generous 
living in communities across 
Missouri. We hope that C2FM and 
Giving Tuesday can become a new 
tradition within our connection.”

Visit mumf.org/
giving-Tuesday 
to make your 
donation
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The last few months, we’ve been 
talking about the standard role 

of instruments in the contemporary 
worship ensemble. So far we’ve 
covered acoustic guitar, bass guitar, 
and drums. This month, let’s talk 
about the electric guitar. Depending 
on the repertoire or style of worship 
being covered, certain churches may 
or may not feature this instrument. 
The electric guitar is sometimes 
misunderstood by worship leaders, 
music directors, and even the person 
playing the instrument. Here are 
some things for electric guitar 
players and music directors to keep 
in mind.
 Don’t play the same thing as the 
acoustic guitar. This goes for both 
rhythm and note selection. When 
the electric guitar plays the same 
thing as the acoustic, this makes the 
band sound very clumsy and often 
gets in the way of vocalists and 
the rest of the group. Instead, the 
electric guitarist should try to play a 
part that is less active rhythmically 
and voiced in a higher register. 
The acoustic guitar takes the role 
of playing busy rhythms in the 
lower register, so electric should be 
doing the opposite. Try strumming 
sustained chords or arpeggios in 
upper positions in a way that fills 
out the sound and compliments the 
other instruments and singers.
 Less is more. Ninety percent of the 
time, electric guitarists are playing 
too many notes at too high of a 
volume for contemporary worship. 
The current sound for this style 
usually involves something more 
subdued than other electric guitar 
styles such as rock, country, or blues. 
This brings us to the next point:
 Listen to recordings and learn 
what the electric guitar player 

did with 
the original 
version of 
the song. The 
folks that 
record parts 
on popular 
worship 
recordings are 
often good 
players capable 
of playing 
much more technical parts than 
they record, but they choose not to. 
This is because overdone parts that 
are too loud, too busy, or too over-
the-top often don’t compliment the 
song and the vocal melody.
 Learn to play chord voicings in 
every key. Unfortunately, you don’t 
have it as easy as the acoustic guitar 
players do. Though using a capo to 
play in alternate keys on acoustic 
sounds good and is a correct part of 
the style, but playing with a capo 
usually does not sound as good on 
electric. It is best to just learn all of 
your bar chords and use fragments 
of them on the upper strings when 
composing or improvising a lead 
guitar part. Capos tend to cause 
tuning issues with electric, and 
remove the opportunity to play 
interesting harmonic decorations by 
locking you into one place.
 As with any musical endeavor, 
it is never a bad idea to take 
lessons from a qualified instructor, 
especially if you are interested in 
stretching our ability to be creative 
with the instrument — which is 
where electric guitar shines. If this 
is possible in your area, I would 
encourage you to take it on.

MUSIC MATTERS BY RYAN MCLOUTH

Ryan McLouth is 
the Music Ministry 

Program Coordinator
and an Assistant 

Professor of Music 
at Central Methodist 

University
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WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of 

Wesleyan Studies, 
Saint Paul School 

of Theology

BY HAL KNIGHT

Sometimes faith is used to mean what we believe. 
We affirm our faith when we say the Apostles 

Creed or the Nicene Creed. To say we believe in the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as they are described in 
those creeds is to profess a profound faith. But to say 
only that we believe these things to be the case, or 
even less, to say only that we believe there is a God, 
is simply to affirm a fact. This form of faith lacks 
personal commitment.
 While Wesley would agree that we must assent 
to the teachings of scripture and the essentials of 
Christian orthodoxy, he was opposed to a dead 
orthodoxy. Faith, he says, “is not an assent to any 
opinion or any number of opinions.” A person “may 
assent to three or three-and-twenty creeds; …to 
all the Old and New Testament … and yet have no 
Christian faith at all.” (A Plain Account of Genuine 
Christianity, II.5)
 In another place Wesley warns that faith is not “a 
bare assent to the truth of the Bible, of the articles 
of our Creed, of all that is contained in the Old 
and New Testament. The devils believe this… And 
yet they are devils still.” (“The Way to the Kingdom,” 
II.10)
 For Wesley, true Christian faith is to know and 
trust in God. Drawing on Hebrews 11:1, Wesley 
describes faith as “the demonstrative evidence of 
things unseen, the supernatural evidence of things 
invisible, not perceivable by eyes of flesh, or by 
any of our natural senses or faculties. Faith is that 
divine evidence” by which we “discerneth God and 
the things of God. It is with regard to the spiritual 

world what sense is to the 
natural.” (An Earnest Appeal of 
Men of Reason and Religion, 6)
 Faith, put simply, is how we 
know God and God’s love for 
us in Jesus Christ. Just as our 
five senses enable us to know 
the natural world, faith enables 
us to know those things we 
cannot experience through our 
senses. Through faith, we can 
experience the reality of God’s 
presence, what God has done for our salvation in 
Jesus Christ, and what God has promised. This faith 
is a gift of the Holy Spirit. To know God’s love 
through faith enables that love to change our hearts 
and shape our lives.
 Faith is knowing God but it is also trusting in 
God. Wesley says “Christian faith is … not only an 
assent to the whole Gospel of Christ, but also a full 
reliance on the blood of Christ, a trust in the merits 
of his life, death, and resurrection; a recumbency of 
him as our atonement and our life, as given for us, 
and living in us.” (“Salvation by Faith,” I.5)
 There are as many claimants for our trust 
and allegiance today as there were in Wesley’s 
day. Where we put our ultimate trust decisively 
determines the kind of person we are and the life we 
live. To live a life governed and shaped by the love 
we see in Jesus Christ is only possible when we not 
only know about Christ but come to know Christ by 
faith, and put our trust in him.

Faith is one of the most common words in our Christian vocabulary. 
But, as John Wesley knew, it is a word with more than one meaning.

KNOWING GOD’S LOVE
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Amy Thompson, 
Conference Lay 

Leader

LAITY VOICES BY AMY THOMPSON

The beginning of this year marked 
a new journey for me as a new 
professional adventure began. 
The decision to pursue this new 
adventure was based in a lot 
prayer and reflection. The new 
professional adventure allowed me 
flexibility with my work schedule 
and provided the opportunity for 
me to pursue work that addressed 
prevention as well as intervention. 
As with any new adventure, I 
experienced a range of feelings 
from excitement to fear but amid 
the feelings found peace.
 A couple of weeks into this 
transition, I found myself thinking 
what a joy it is to be home every 
evening to fix dinner. Cooking 
isn’t my favorite thing to do but 
I enjoyed the time preparing and 
enjoyed sharing in dinner with 
my family each evening as I had 
missed this at times in my previous 
professional life. My schedule now 
allowed for me to pick up my son 
after school. The seven minute 
drive home from school quickly 
became my favorite time of day as 
the conversations we had were so 
rich as we each talked about our 
day or the latest news headline. 
Then came a snow day and the 
excitement that I had as I was able 
to stay home with my son for the 
day because a snow day for him 
meant a snow day for me. 
 On this snow day, I realized that 
I was experiencing blessings daily 
since transitioning to this new 
professional adventure. I decided 
that day to begin writing down the 

blessings I experienced each day 
and place them in a bucket. I was 
hoping that these written blessings 
could be a visible sign to me and 
my family of how God provides 
from little things to big things. 
Sometimes the blessings were very 
simple and related to my sleep 
or my feelings. Sometimes the 
blessings were relationship based 
and acknowledged the time I had 
with family or friends. Sometimes 
the blessings related to finances 
or the news of my contract being 
renewed. In the first few months, 
it was easy to see something each 
day and add it to the bucket. I 
found myself sometimes repeating 
blessings because I truly was 
thankful for that gift of time or 
presence or knowledge or peace. 
 The bucket of blessings serves as 
a way to celebrate God’s promise 
to be present with us, to walk the 
journey with us. I must admit that 
I am not adding a blessing to the 
bucket everyday at this point in 
the year but I do spend time each 
day in prayer giving God thanks 
for the blessings that surround 
me. This experience has opened 
my eyes to seeing more blessings 
around me each day. I have also 
spent time reading the blessings 
in the bucket as a reminder to 
myself when I feel down or when I 
confront an obstacle that blessings 
live within each experience.
 The bucket of blessings can 
serve as a reminder that we do not 
need to wait for November — the 
month of Thanksgiving — to 

acknowledge 
our blessings 
and lift up 
thanks. Our 
praise and 
thanks can 
be shared 
each and 
every day 
through 
prayer, through words, through 
actions. I challenge you to begin 
a practice of acknowledging the 
blessings in your life and giving 
thanks. Start this month but 
continue on throughout the year. 

Consider adding time in 
your prayer life for lifting 

up praise and thanksgiving to God 
for gifts and blessings given to you 
throughout the day. 

Consider writing a note to 
someone to let them know 

how important they are in  
your life. 

Consider the blessing you 
may share when giving 

time for a conversation with a 
neighbor who lives alone. 

Consider keeping a 
thankfulness journal or 

your own bucket of blessings. 

Consider opening your eyes 
to see the world around 

you and notice the blessings. Give 
thanks and praise for all that you 
experience.
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

MO Explo 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3
Contact: Jenny Gragg, jgragg@moumethodist.org
Registration: https://www.moumethodist.org/moexplo

A chance to discern about lay, certified and ordained 
ministries available. Open to juniors in high school to 
persons 70 years of age. For more information visit https://
www.moumethodist.org/moexplo.

Webinar: Pastoring in Partisan Times
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Time: 12:30–1:30pm
Contact: Kim Jenne , 573-441-1770, kjenne@moumethodist.org
Registration: https://register.gotowebinar.com/
register/3679221386142554627

What does it mean to pastor purple in red and blue 
churches?
Rev. Ginger E. Gaines-Cirelli is the first woman to serve as 
Senior Pastor of historic Foundry United Methodist Church 
in Washington, DC, within blocks of The White House. 
Foundry welcomes all, worships passionately, challenges 
the status quo, and seeks to transform the world through 
God's love. A graduate of Yale University Divinity School, 
Pastor Gaines-Cirelli is a featured teacher and speaker at 
local, district, conference, jurisdictional, and international 
connectional events. She is the author of Sacred Resistance: 
A practical guide to Christian witness and dissent and 
contributed and served on the editorial board for The CEB 
Women's Bible.

Webinar: Pathway Out of Poverty
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Time: 11am–12pm
Contact: Beth West , 573-441-1770, ewest@moumethodist.org
Registration: https://register.gotowebinar.com/
register/6139388546967146755

Learn to deepen and grow your partnership with your local 
school, so that together we can raise student reading levels 
in Missouri.
Join us for a panel discussion led by Dr. Evelyn Hill, Former 
President of Kansas City, Kansas School Board.

Rev. Dr. Evelyn Hill served on the Kansas City, Kansas, Board 
of Education from 2009 to 2017. She values education 
and believes every child has the right to receive a quality 
education. Rev. Dr. Hill has served in many volunteer 
positions over the years, including the Mayor’s Diversity 
Council and the Greater Kansas City Interfaith Council and 
the Mayor’s Clergy Roundtable.

With the holiday season upon us, let us 
celebrate the wonderful gifts that Christ has 
given us.

The Lord provides gifts for our students with 
tax-deductible donations through generous 
donors that ease the financial burden of 
answering the call. Every cent makes a 
difference.

To make a donation through scholarship, 
visit www.spst.edu/giving

Is God calling you? For more information on 
Saint Paul School of Theology, 
visit www.spst.edu or call 913-725-8289

Renew!Rejoice!
Reconnect!
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BY ERIC MATTSONPARTING SHOT

For as long as I’ve created images 
in any media going back into my 

youth, I’ve crafted images depicting 
that which is flawed, neglected or in 
a state of decay such as the fence in 
this infrared photo. I’ve sought out that 
from which others would turn away 
and looked for character and value 
worthy of appreciation, for beauty in 

the flawed and broken. To me, there’s 
something sacred about every aspect 
of creation including the process of 
something or someone passing away. 
Embedded in all of this is what’s 
sometimes spoken in Ash Wednesday 
services during the imposition of the 
ashes – “Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.” I had no 

idea the Japanese have a like-minded 
aesthetic and life principle called wabi-
sabi until I delved into photography 
as a spiritual, contemplative discipline. 
Please watch “Wabi-sabi: The 
magnificence of imperfection: Cheryl 
Hunter at TEDxSantaMonica” which can 
be found on YouTube at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=V1gxziZwmkc.


