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“Building God’s Kingdom in Our Community” 

      July 6, 2018 
 
Dear ________________: 
 
 
Extravagant Generosity is one of the five practices and core values of St. Andrew.  The practice of growing in 
faith and practice through giving is vital to your spiritual growth and how the church continues to “make new 
disciples” of Jesus Christ.   
 
Please read the basic guidelines for giving and prayerfully consider your giving through the ministry of St. An-
drew United Methodist Church. Please return your commitment, communication, and information form so that 
we may have correct information of file.  We have enclosed a return envelope for your information to us.  We 
look forward to your ministry with us.   
 
THE GUIDELINE OF STEWARDSHIP.  
Our tendency is to think of giving as an extra spiritual discipline that we may or may not take on. But the teach-
ing of the Bible is that all things in heaven and on earth already belong to God. Therefore, we have been given 
the task of managing, or stewarding, everything in our possession and environment. 
 
THE GUIDELINE OF PROPORTIONAL GIVING 
Paul says of the Macedonians, “They gave as much as they were able and even beyond their ability” (2 Corinthi-
ans 8:3). That means they gave until it meant a sacrifice in their lifestyle. Some believers are blessed to able to 
give above ten percent. 
 
THE GUIDELINE OF THE TITHE  
In the Old Testament, believers were required to give a tenth of their income to the support of the ministry and 
needs of the poor. While the New Testament does not teach at length on the subject of tithing, Jesus encour-
aged people to continue the Old Testament practice (Matt. 23:23). But things have changed. Since we are far 
more blessed by God than Old Testament believers, we assume we are held more responsible for generosity, 
not less. Thus the tithe (10% of annual income) is a kind of minimum guideline for giving. 
 
THE GUIDELINE OF EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY 
Christians are called not only to give a regular portion of their income; they are also called to give generously. 
Paul lists “generosity” as one unique spiritual gift possessed by some Christians (Rom. 12:8). How do you know 
if you have the gift of generosity? The same way you discover any spiritual gift: try it and see if you are good at 
it. If you find yourself dreaming about ways to give away your money to the work of God’s kingdom, then you 
probably have the gift of generosity! 
 
Blessings, 
Stewardship Team 
 
 


