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Tex Sample felt sorry for me. I don’t blame him. Sometimes I feel sorry for myself. 
I got him talking about the working class and class in America – his passion and life’s 

work. He had quite a bit to say. Midway through the interview, he paused and asked if what 
he was saying was helpful to me, and seemed concerned that he was probably going into too 
much detail. He remarked that he didn’t see how I was going to make a magazine article out 
of what he was saying. 
 “I’m glad I don’t have your job,” he said. 
 I tried to reassure him that I thought the interview was going great. I was honest – it 
really was. I appreciate interviewing natural storytellers like Sample. I can pretty much just 
introduce myself, say why I’m there and then just let them go. I don’t really even have to ask 
questions – they typically cover all the questions I have written down even before I ask them, 
as was the case with this interview. Sometimes when I interview people they give me one-
word answers. Those are much harder stories to write. 
 I wasn’t concerned about Sample piling too much information on me because I knew I 
would do what I’ve been doing since I started working as a journalist 25 years ago – I’d leave 
most of it out. 
 Many years ago I was talking to a friend about something that had gone on at a county 
commission meeting the night before. I told him about some of the things that had been said, 
then I mentioned it wasn’t going to be in the newspaper. He was astounded that I would leave 
out something he considered so significant. I explained to him that I leave out most of what 
goes on at every meeting that I cover; I leave out way more than I leave in. 
 The aim of the ethical journalist is to leave in what is most important and to report that 
part accurately. Another key part is to tell the story in such a way that you stand a fair chance 
of it being interesting enough for someone to actually read it. That can be challenging in 
community journalism. Perhaps the most important thing going on is improvements, or lack 
thereof, to local infrastructure. A good reporter might be able to explain a new sewer line 
proposal in such a way that people will read it, but he or she only has one or two shots at it. 
You’re probably not going to want updates on that city sewer project in every issue. 
 It’s the same for every story, regardless on the context or the publication. When I was 
reporting on Lawson UMC’s Tuesday Night Worship Express, I had the opportunity to hear 
Rev. Gary Ponder Williams preach a nice sermon on the Gospel of John, chapter 6. I gave 
you one line of it. I had very good interviews with artist Jewell McGhee and author Hannah 
Shanks for this issue. You’re getting a tiny fraction. The story on Earthkeeper Cheryl Marcum 
is less than half of its original length. 
 The danger in leaving things out is that if you’re not careful, you can make something seem 
better or worse than it is. An honest story can leave an inaccurate perception when bias creeps 
in. Critics of the media sometimes contend the media isn’t telling the whole story. Of course 
it isn’t – to do so would be impossible. But hopefully it is bringing you enough of the story for 
you to be able to form your opinion. 
 So, I wasn’t worried at all about the things Sample was telling me that I wouldn’t tell you. 
You have the opportunity to hear more from him in an upcoming webinar (see page 12). You 
can also buy his book, “Working Class Rage” which comes out this month from Abingdon 
Press. It is my hope that this magazine helps get you started, and something that you read 
here inspires you to take the next step to learn more.

Cut
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MISSION Making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.

VISION The Missouri Conference will 
relentlessly lead our churches to become 
outwardly focused and spiritually centered 
Christ followers.
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MESSAGE FROM BISHOP FARR

As most of you know, I wear glasses. 
I have worn glasses since second 
grade. They have changed in size, 
shape and color over the years. 

They have gone from single focus, to bifocal 
and to trifocal over the years. Yet, they still 
do what glasses are supposed to do: Focus my 
eyes, so I can see clearly!
 At this year’s Annual Conference, we 
presented and adopted an action plan for the 
Missouri Conference. It has three priorities: 
1. New places for new people; 
2. Missional leaders; and, 
3. Pathway out of poverty.
 Our action plan, like putting on glasses, 
will help bring focus and clarity to our work 
and ministry. We hope the priorities will 
bring more direction to how we engage our 
communities around Missouri as we go about 
our mission of making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world and 
our vision of relentlessly leading our churches 

to become outwardly focused and spiritually 
centered Christ followers.
 This fall, I encourage each church to ask 
how they can individually and collectively 
begin to practice these three priorities in their 
own settings.
 Regardless of the resources you have (or 
don’t have); regardless of the resources your 
church has (or doesn’t have), you can focus and 
make an impact on raising up new missional 
leaders, creating new places for new people 
and creating partnerships with schools to open 
up pathways out of poverty. 
 The key is to focus and get started! Start 
something today, no matter how small it 
might be. Start something today. Who knows 
what impact you could have on a life?
 Inside our magazine this month are stories 
of people and churches starting and doing new 
things in their ministries. I hope they inspire 
you to start something new in your own 
ministry or in the ministry of your church.
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“My counsel for 
you is simple and 

straightforward: Just 
go ahead with what 
you’ve been given. 
You received Christ 
Jesus, the Master; 

now live him. 
1 Colossians 2:6-7

 In 1 Colossians 2:6-7 (The Message), it says, 
“My counsel for you is simple and straightforward: 
Just go ahead with what you’ve been given. You 
received Christ Jesus, the Master; now live him. 
You’re deeply rooted in him. You’re well constructed 
upon him. You know your way around the faith. 
Now do what you’ve been taught. School ’s out; quit 
studying the subject and start living it! And let 
your living spill over into thanksgiving.”
 Start living it! Start something! Let’s see 
what God can do through a people called 
Methodist in Missouri. Who knows? We might 
just start a great awakening!

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
ACTION PLAN
1.  New places for new people
2. Missional leaders
3. Pathway out of poverty
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This story is the first in a 
five part series on New 
Places for New People, 
with this story featuring 
a new worship service. 
Upcoming stories in the 
series will feature small 

groups, a missional 
community, a recovery 

ministry and a new church.
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Lawson UMC recognized that sometimes 
attending a Sunday morning worship service 

does not work out for people. They wanted 
to try to give the people who couldn’t come 
on Sunday morning an opportunity to attend 
church for a weekly worship service. From that 
discussion, Tuesday Night Worship Express 
was born. 
 The full name of the service is Tuesday Night 
Worship Express – In 30 minutes or Less! 
Rev. Gary Ponder Williams preaches the same 
sermon that he preached the previous Sunday 
morning. The songs are trimmed back to two. 
The children’s message is only given if children 
are present. The offering plate is available, but it 
isn’t passed. 
 Joys and concerns, which the church calls 
Creating the Beloved Community, are only 
done on Sunday morning. 
 “Those are a big part of worship here, so that 
sometimes takes several minutes during the 
Sunday service,” Ponder Williams said. 
 That trimming takes the worship service 
down to its promised “30 minutes or less.” The 
organist does a generous musical prelude and 
plays some after worship for people who aren’t 
worried about being there only half an hour. 
Although you may think a weeknight service 
would most likely appeal to busy young 
people, the church has found that older adults 

sometimes find the service works better 
for them. 
 “Some people have told me their arthritis is 
more manageable in the evening than it is first 
thing in the morning,” Ponder Williams said. 
Others who have back problems have said they 
appreciate having a half-hour long worship 
service that they can attend. 
 Age range and attendance at the service has 
varied widely. The church averages in the 80s 
in attendance on Sunday morning and has had 
modest expectations for Tuesday night. They 
don’t always meet the participation goal of 15 
that Congregational Excellence recommends 
for a new worship service (see page 8), but they 
have made some positive inroads regarding 
connecting with new people. 
 The largest attendance was during last Advent 
when they had the Tuesday night service off-
site in a city park, with Christmas carols and 
candlelight. At least one of the now Tuesday 
night regulars was not attending worship before 
the Tuesday night service was offered, and 
another had not been attending since a previous 
change in schedule had eliminated the early 
Sunday morning service. Some of the attendees 
are multi-generation members, others are 
first-time visitors. One person mentioned she 
sometimes can’t attend on Sundays because she 
is out of town caring for her elderly parents.  

It’s not just for Sunday morning anymore. 

EXPRESS

7www.moumethodist.org



New Worship 
 Service Tips

A new worship service is a group of 
15 or more that meets at least twice 
monthly to experience the Living 
God and reach persons not currently 
involved in a worshiping community.

A Pathway for Starting a 
New Worship Service
1. Begin with a dangerous prayer: 

“Lord, use me.”
2. Use a demographic study to 

determine who is in your mission 
field and identify who you want 
this worship experience to 
connect to. Don’t be afraid to be 
specific. This will inform every 
decision you make concerning 
the new worship service. Worship 
Ways by Tom Bandy will help you 
identify specific ways to connect 
to specific mosaic groups in your 
mission field.

3. Develop a team with a strong 
representation of the people you 
are trying to connect with.

4. Use the team to determine 
worship style, use of technology, 
direction of sermon designs, 
hospitality, childcare; the 
structure of ongoing worship 
planning, and other practical 
concerns.

5. Use team to design a strategy 
for launching the new worship 
service.

Another said her husband is often involved in VFW activities on 
Sundays back in the town where they lived previously. 
 Lawson UMC is a community-engaged, mission-oriented 
church. At an open house for their Baby Grace program in 
August, they had more than 80 families present. Baby Grace is 
ministry to assist young mothers and is represented in a number 
of churches. On the other end of the age spectrum, the church 
offers a Lunch Bunch for senior citizens that provides lunch and 
either music or a guest speaker. Its attendance is typically 30–50 
people. The church recently raised money to purchase a 1-year-
old van that will be used to transport their volunteers to their 
regular mission project with Lazarus Ministries, which serves 
the homeless in Kansas City. They are donating their older van to 
nearby Camp Wilderness. 
 “We take eight to 15 volunteers to Lazarus Ministries, and the 
van holds 15, so it’s perfect,” Ponder Williams said. 
 On a Tuesday night in August Ponder Williams was preaching 
on the scripture about Jesus feeding the multitude. He focused his 
sermon primarily on verse 12, when Jesus instructed his disciples, 
who had previously feared they would have too little, to gather up 
the remainder of their abundance so that nothing was lost. 
 “They didn’t have refrigeration. If they didn’t share their 
blessing from God it would spoil and be wasted,” Ponder 
Williams said. “When we are blessed with more than we need, 
we are called to go out and find someone to give it to.”
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Building Worship Bridges
Together with the workbook, this practical resource 
by Cathy Townley can help you and your team create 
a competent, compelling worship service called forth 
by God.

Learn + Lead Webinar: Why and 
How to Start a New Worship Service
Brad Kalajainen of Cornerstone UMC, a popular 
multi-site church of three campuses in Michigan, 
offers practical advice on why and how to start a new 
worship experience.

Worship Ways
This practical and deeply theological book by Tom 
Bandy explains why people worship and guides leaders 
to design relevant worship services that address 
people’s sense of urgency.

The Worship Architect: A Blueprint for 
Designing Culturally Relevant and Biblically 
Faithful Services
Worship professor and practitioner, Constance M. 
Cherry provides worship leaders with credible blueprint 
plans for designing powerful worship services. This 
resource also works well as a guide for worship-
planning teams in local churches. 

See more new worship service resources at 
www.moumethodist.org/newplacesfornewpeople.

New Worship Service Resources
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“They are my people. It’s where I came from,” Sample said. 
Sample grew up in Mississippi. His father had a fifth-grade 

education. His mother completed school through the 10th grade. His 
dad worked various jobs. His mother worked 20 years in a factory 
at quality control for minimum wage. Sample answered phones and 
worked in the office of a taxi cab business until he was old enough to 
drive, then he drove for a couple of years. He worked in the oil fields to 
put himself through college. 
 In 1968 he was protesting at a rally for George Wallace, and as he 
was handing out fliers he felt a strong kinship to the Wallace supporters 
he was trying to sway: They were his people. How was it they were on 
opposite sides of the political divide around Wallace? He then made 
himself a student, and a teacher, on studies of class in America. 
“Research was good therapy to help me understand things going on 
within myself,” he said. 
 It’s now 50 years later, and he’s still working on it. Sample has written 
more than a dozen books, with half of them primarily focused on issues 
of class. His latest comes out this month and is entitled “Working Class 
Rage.” The book is not just a collection of anecdotes from Sample’s 
experience. He sought out the best anthropological work he could find 
relating to the topic. 

Pastoring 
in Partisan 
Times
There is one thing Tex Sample 
wants to make clear: He loves 
the working class. It’s a natural 
thing for him. 
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What does it mean to pastor purple 
in red and blue churches? A webinar 
series this fall for our clergy will focus 
on the challenge of pastoring in 
increasingly partisan times. Mark your 
calendars for these upcoming dates 
and topics:

Thursday, Oct. 25 at 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Rev. Dr. Tex Sample
In July 2018 Tex Sample became 
pastor of Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Kansas City. He is the 
Robert B. And Kathleen Rogers 
Professor Emeritus of Church and 
Society at The Saint Paul School 
of Theology where he taught for 
32 years. A freelance lecturer and 
speaker in North America and 
overseas, he has published 14 books. 
His book, Blue Collar Ministry, was 
named a Judson Classic by the 
Judson Press, and his book U. S. 
Lifestyles and Mainline Churches was 
the bestseller for Westminster/John 
Knox Press for over two years. His 
most recent book is Working Class 
Rage, available from Abingdon Press.

Thursday, Nov. 1 at 12:30-1:30 p.m.: 
Rev. Juan Carlos Huertas
Rev. Juan Carlos Huertas is lead 
pastor of Grace Community United 
Methodist Church in Shreveport, 
Louisiana, and a graduate of Candler 
School of Theology. A native of Puerto 
Rico and a spiritual director, Huertas 
loves writing about discipleship as 
empowerment to transform our 
neighborhoods, cities and world. 
He is a frequent contributor to Day1.
org and MinistryMatters.com. Juan 
recently co-authored The Marks of 
Hope through Abingdon Press. He is 
married to Shannon Perry Huertas and 
is a father of three.

Pastoring In Partisan 
Times Webinar Series

SEASON 2

 “No Democrats will be happy with my book, but 
Republicans won’t, either,” he said.
 Sample does not expect partisans from either side of the 
isle to be fans of his latest book, which he started writing 
before the 2016 election. 
 “The Democratic party has been ignoring the working 
class, and that is where they had got their power in the past,” 
he said. 
 Sample owns that his personal views are to the left and 
says anyone who knows him know that. But he rejects the 
labels of liberal or progressive, saying they don’t carry a clear 
meaning that he aligns with. He finds plenty of fault across 
the board. 
 Sample describes his personal politics as being for the 
common good and says that is something any good citizen 
should have at heart. At the end of the day, Sample is still 
a theologian, and he concludes his thoughts on working 
class theologically. In the writings of the Apostle Paul, as 
he likens the church to family, Sample believes the church 
needs to speak in the family rhetoric to cross divisions of 
class. He has heard too many disparaging remarks about the 
working class, especially since the 2016 election. 
 “We can love our country as a gift from God, but we 
must be desperately on guard not to worship it,” Sample 
said, noting that the scriptures hold the role of country in 
tension, with the prophet Isaiah referring to importance of 
country as “dust on the scale.” but in Revelations nations are 
represented in the final parade. 
 To bring about change, Sample would like to see 
campaign finance reform, politically gerrymandered districts 
corrected and voter restriction practices stopped. He 
doesn’t see any of these positions as partisan, believing that 
whatever party happens to be in power uses these practices 
in attempt to suppress the opposing party. 
 Missouri Bishop Robert Farr has expressed that it is 
important for the future of the Church for churches to figure 
out how to cross the class divide. Sample believes most 
United Methodist Churches should be able to do that. Even 
if the core leaders are upper-middle class, many of them are 
only a generation away from being working class. 
 “We’ve got a lot of good people in the United Methodist 
Church,” Sample said. “We deserve a better faith than what 
we have.” 
 Sample holds a B.A. degree from Millsaps College, an 
M.Div. from the Boston University School of Theology, a 
Ph.D. from the Boston University Graduate School and a 
D.D. from Coe College. Many in Missouri know him from 
Saint Paul School of Theology, where he taught courses for 
32 years. At age 83, he is currently pastor of Trinity UMC 
in Kansas City. 
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The Center for Mission Innovation at 
the General Board of Global Ministries 

launched the innovative EarthKeepers program 
in 2016. It nurtures and equips United 
Methodists, who discern a call from God to a 
vocation of caring for God’s creation, to lead 
projects to change our way of being in the 
world, one community at a time.
 As a member of Stockton UMC, I attended 
the six-day EarthKeepers training in August 
2017; at Mount Sequoyah Retreat and 
Conference Center, Fayetteville, Arkansas. 

Through prayerful discernment, each 
EarthKeeper-in-training chooses and designs a 
creation care project as a follow-up application 
to her or his week of training and commits 10 
hours per month to accomplish the project.
 My class of 17 EarthKeepers, including 
nine clergy, was commissioned January 22, 
2018, in a live-streamed e-commissioning 
service. The commissioned EarthKeepers 
briefly described their wide ranging, diverse 
projects, including: establishing community 
farms to strengthen food security (Arizona and 

First EarthKeeper Commissioned 
in the Missouri Conference:
Cheryl Y. Marcum By Cheryl Y. Marcum
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Oklahoma); launching a conference creation care 
ministry (Georgia); designing and building a low-
emission church building (Wisconsin); authoring 
a book on African-American nature spirituality 
(Pennsylvania).
 Marcum’s project, southwest Missouri climate 
crisis campaign, extends God’s call on her heart 
to speak boldly and act decisively to disrupt our 
global climate crisis based on this scriptural 
premise. God made us in God’s image and 
dedicated us, human beings, to care for — to help 
renew — his “good” creation (Genesis 1:26-31; 
2:15). God requires us to do justice, love kindness  
and walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:8). Our 
faith and actions work together; our actions make 
our faith complete (James 2:22). Jesus instructed us 
to let our light shine before others, so they will see 
our good actions and praise God (Matthew 5:16). 
Yet, how many United Methodists act decisively 
to reduce carbon dioxide emissions? How many 
United Methodist churches in our Missouri 

“Jesus instructed 
us to let our light 

shine before 
others so they 

will see our good 
actions and 

praise God.”
MATTHEW 5:16
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Conference present themselves to their 
community as God’s stewards for renewing his 
good creation as disciples committed to climate 
justice? My EarthKeeper project goals focus on 
the Southwest District: 
1. Share my personal climate crisis witness 

with people in 10 churches in my district.
2. Each of 10 churches in my district enacts 

one new ongoing climate action by 
December 31, 2018. 

 A climate action is any ongoing church 
behavioral change that reduces carbon dioxide 
emissions — that transforms culturally 
acceptable, environmentally irresponsible 
choices into creation-respecting choices.  
Some examples:
1. Turn lights off when not in use; post  

signs on church switches to remind people.
2. Replace incandescent and compact 

florescent bulbs with LED bulbs;  
publicize it. 

3. Reduce church phantom load by 
unplugging electronics that draw current 
when plugged in and turned off; post signs 
to remind people.

4. Establish a recycling center where the 
community can conveniently recycle items 
they cannot otherwise recycle in your 
community; post signs and publicize it.

5. Host an annual dead electronics and 
appliances recycling drive; publicize it. 

6. Refuse single-use plastic bags, molded 
foam cups and food containers; take your 
own or choose reusable dishware. 

7. Schedule a church energy audit, and invest 
in the top three recommendations.
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Marcum leads the creation 
care ministry at Stockton 
United Methodist 
Church. She led climate 
justice studies at the 2016-

2017 United Methodist Women’s Mission u. She 
led climate justice issue forums at the 2018 United 
Methodist Women’s Legislative Training Event. 
She serves as Stockton Solar Gardener, leading 
the city mayor’s initiative to bring local, affordable 
solar energy to all categories of energy consumers 
in Stockton, currently not allowed by Missouri 
utility statutes. 

She lives with her husband Mitch Ross, Southwest 
District lay leader, in a “net-zero” energy PLUS 
home in rural Cedar County. Their solar system 
generates enough clean energy to power their 
energy efficient, passive solar, all-electric home 
over the course of a year PLUS power her Chevy 
Volt, their electric farm cart and heat their passive 
solar guinea house during frigid weather. For 
climate crisis action resources, contact her at 
renew.creation@gmail.com or (417) 955-2885.

About 
Cheryl  
Y. Marcum

Global Ministries EarthKeepers 
Training Opportunities in 2018
Salt Lake City, Utah – November 1-4
Applications Due by October 11

EarthKeepers equips United Methodist laity and clergy 
to develop or deepen environmental initiatives in their 
churches and communities, and it connects them with a 
broader community of United Methodists who are active 
in creation care. Training topics will include eco-theology, 
intersectionality, strategies for social change and United 
Methodist resources. Participants will leave the training 
with a plan to develop a project.

The Salt Lake City training, November 1-4, will include 
a component on climate change as it relates to disaster 
mitigation, relief and recovery, a meeting with Brian 
Diggs, Associate Director of the UMCOR West Depot, 
and a visit and volunteer experience at the Depot. 

Apply Today:  https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6ckcVrhKZeOK19e_
JyKjI4HzcaiQCU6yEFWZcH616pW0JBQ/viewform. 

More information about the training, cost, commitment 
and more at: http://www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/
events/earthkeepers-training-2018/0226global-ministries-
earthkeepers-trainings-2018.

Costner-Fulton Mission Start Up Grants
Applications Due October 1

The Costner-Fulton Fund for 
Missions is a grant program 

of the Mission, Service & Justice 
Team. Tom and LaVerne Fulton 
shared a passion for social work 
in their professional lives. Their 
activism was a calling, rooted in 
faith and given further expression 
through the outreach ministries of 
the United Methodist Church. It is 
not surprising that this dedicated 
couple created an estate plan that 

would continue to reach out to a 
world in need.
 The Mission, Service & Justice 
Team will be awarding grants for 
launching new mission projects 
in 2019. Email your one-page 
only grant proposal to office@
moumethodist.org by October 
1, 2018. The one-page proposal 
needs to include a mechanism 
for evaluating the success of the 
mission after 6 months and 12 

months. In addition to the one-
page only proposal, send a budget 
showing anticipated income and 
expenses and showing where 
additional funds will be received. 
Several grants from $1,000 to 
$5,000 will be awarded. Building 
projects do not qualify. To see 
a brochure visit https://www.
moumethodist.org/costnerfulton.
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The Missouri Conference of the United Methodist 
Church has identified missional leaders as their 
essential priority. Missional leaders are intentionally 
growing in Christ in order to serve with vision and 
hope for the Christian community. To identify these 
missional leaders, Next Generation Ministries has 
created the NextGen Academy to be an 
environment for students  to discover and grow in 
their faith during quarterly events. Students will 
explore spiritual gifts, leadership development, and 
service and mission.

The first event of the 2018-2019 school year will 
focus on discovering spiritual gifts. As a youth, 
people may often say to you “You’ve got your whole 
life ahead of you!” Wouldn’t it be great to have some 
clues for what to do with your life? The 
CliftonStrengths tool is one way to help us do just 
that. Students will get a code, take an assessment, 
and find out how God has uniquely gifted them. 

https://nextgenumc.org/nextgen-academy/

NextGen Academy

September 22
9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

• For Students 13-18 years old
• Held at the Missouri Annual 
    Conference Office
• Lunch provided
• Led by Rev. Adam Mustoe, 
    Rev. Jenn Klein, and NextGen staff
• Registration closes Friday,    
    September 14th at 12:00 p.m.
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PATHWAYS OUT OF POVERTY SERIES
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St. Louis Public School District developed a Faith 
Initiative program which partnered individual 

schools with local churches to assist in student 
achievement. Children’s ministry staff, Rev. Brenda 
Stobbe and Susan Logsdon, imagined this might be 
a perfect fit for a Living Word Mission and, in the 
summer of 2017, arranged for their church to partner 
with Meramec Elementary, a school with a diverse, 
transient population, every child qualifying for free 
breakfast and lunch. Discussions with the principal, 
Jonathan Strong, and other administration would 
determine priorities for its newest mission, Balancing 
the Scales.
 The church began immediately addressing needs 
and wanted to support the staff as well as the 
students. Living Word kids helped make Welcome 
Back boxes filled with candy, supplies, and personal 
items for the teachers and staff. Anticipating winter 
weather when many kids walk to school, the church 
began a drive for coats, hats and gloves. The Living 
Word congregation generously provided as needed, 
not only those items, but additional school supplies, 
backpacks and uniforms throughout the year. 
 They purchased a badly needed sound system and 
a generous church member donated a washer and 
dryer. In addition, volunteers prepared meals for staff 
during parent conferences and Teacher Appreciation 
Week. In December, Living Word volunteers hosted 
a Christmas event where Meramec kids, along with 
Living Word kids, made gifts for family members. 
 Principal Strong’s primary concern, though, was 
students reading below grade level. Research shows 
that after third grade, children deficient in reading 
skills are less likely to be successful in future learning 
and even subsequent employment. To remedy this 
would require time and ongoing commitment.
 Raising the students’ skill levels in the couple hours 
a week each volunteer spent with them would be the 
challenge. A portion of the 16 volunteers recruited 
had classroom experience and available materials 
with which to work. Others focused on being reading 
buddies, or working with sight words, word families, 

and phonics, all elemental components of reading, 
within small groups. 
 They discovered fairly soon, however, that a number 
of children were lacking the basics. They had to teach 
them the alphabet first. But the volunteers found it 
gratifying, nevertheless, when a student accomplished 
that. Such minor victories, they hoped, would lead to 
greater improvements that would manifest themselves 
over time. To accelerate that possibility, they had 
a book drive in May that elicited 2,000 books and 
enabled each child to shop for books to build their 
own home libraries. It is a tenet of reading that to 
learn to read, one must read.  
 The children are very receptive to the church 
volunteers working with them. Most are delighted to 
have the individual help. During training, the school 
district had advised the volunteers not to initiate any 
physical contact with a child, but they could respond 
appropriately to theirs. Volunteers are often greeted 
with hugs and hand-holdings and “I missed you!” 
The love and passion that Living Word has for this 
mission returns to them in force. They keep in mind 
what the district’s volunteer coordinator told them 
in training. “The most important thing you can do is 
create a positive, life-affirming relationship with our 
kids since so many do not have it anywhere else in 
their lives.”  As one volunteer remarked, “There has 
yet to be a time spent at Meramec where I have not 
felt the stirring of the Holy Spirit and an undeniable 
assurance that I am where God wants me to be.”  
 It’s been a successful mission to date with Living 
Word receiving a Stellar Award from the district at 
the conclusion of the school year. More importantly, 
when Strong asked his teachers what they wanted 
for next year, one of them replied, “I just want the 
church to come back.” They will, hopefully with twice 
the volunteers. Plans for next year are already in the 
works: reading nooks on two floors where students 
can read independently in quiet and more volunteers 
recruited and trained. Serving at Meramec has given 
the church the opportunity to truly understand what 
it is to be the hands and feet of Christ.

Living Word Church Partners 
   with Meramec Elementary School BY KELLY 

VINCENT
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ArtCommunicatingvia



Jewell McGhee describes herself as a 
community artist who uses diverse 

mediums to reach diverse communities. 
Sometimes that means employing 
her artistic talents to help pastors 
communicate with their congregations. 
Now, she has begun her journey of 
stepping into the pastor role herself. 
 McGhee grew up in Quad Cities in 
Illinois and went to Wheaton College, 
where she majored in ancient languages 
and minored in theater. It was working 
in set design that set her on the path 
of community art – and art that 
communicates. Although she enjoyed 
working in theater, as a mother of 
four, theater didn’t seem like an option 
as it required work with a schedule 
determined by other people. 
 “Art was something I could do around 
doing other things,” she said. “Theater is 
hard to do solo.” 
 Most of her art tends to be something 
you walk into and experience rather 
than something you hang on the wall. 
While at Crossroads Presbyterian Church 

she illustrated a sermon series, with 
her drawings projected on the screens, 
originals on easels in the narthex and 
reproduced in the worship bulletin. 
 She also did a set of 13 liturgical 
banners, along with altar and podium 
paraments, that was used at Crossroads. 
“We use our brains to talk about hot 
issues, but the facts hit walls. Our brains 
are hard,” McGhee said. “With narrative 
stories and imagination our brains become 
pliable. It puts us in a different place and 
gives our brain what it needs to work 
through hard issues.” 
 When she moved to Maplewood, she 
was immediately drawn to Maplewood 
UMC because the church is such a part 
of the community. McGheee was called 
to ministry earlier, but found herself in a 
church that didn’t ordain women. 
 “My pastor (at the time Rev. Kim 
Shirar) was very supportive of my 
journey,” McGhee said. She is currently 
attending Eden Seminary in St. Louis and 
participated in the Missouri Conference 
Candidacy Summit in July.
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Hannah Shanks always loved writing, and had 
a childhood dream of being a writer, but this 

isn’t the book she would have dreamed of. She 
wrote it out of necessity. “This is the book that I 
needed that didn’t exist,” she said. 
 Three days after giving birth, Shanks was not 
well but was at home. Her son, born premature, was 
also not well and was still in the hospital. She got 
up that morning and saw herself in the mirror and 
didn’t recognize her own swollen, flushed image. 
Then she laughed. 
 “This is my body, broken for you,” were the words 
she heard in her head, echoed from countless 
sacraments of communion through the years. 
 She knows she was sleep deprived, on opioids and 
that she has a powerful theological imagination, 
but it was still a powerful moment. She thought 
about the broken body and blood shed every time a 
birth has happened in the history of the world. She 
realizes she probably wasn’t the first person to have 
that thought, so she started doing some research. 
 She did find some mention in some old texts, as 
in texts from several centuries ago. She also found it 
addressed in some high-academic feminist journals, 
but it was done in a manner too dense to give to a 
friend and say, “You should read this, it’s great.” 
 As she researched, she made notes, and continued 
to jot down her own feelings about motherhood and 
how churches viewed the role of women. In March 
2016, she attended the Festival of Faith writing 
conference and was challenged to submit a chapter 
as a book proposal. A couple of days later she got an 
email from The Upper Room saying its editors were 
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interested. She had a book deal by the next month, 
with a deadline for the manuscript of May, 2017. “This 
Is My Body: Embracing the Messiness of Faith and 
Motherhood” was then published May 2018. 
 She did most of her writing on weekends when 
family would help by taking over childcare. She took 
writing retreats at Shaw’s Nature Area. Shanks hopes 
the book will speak to people who have struggled with 
their role and identity in church and who the church 
expects them to be, particular in relation to gender and 
motherhood. 
 Shanks grew up in Beardstown, Illinois, a town 
of about 6,000. She was a member of First United 
Methodist Church, but as is often the case in small 
towns, as a child and a youth she followed the crowds 
to Vacation Bible School at the Lutheran Church, 
youth group at First Christian Church and community 
events at Church of the Nazarene, among other 
activities and events at various churches.
 Growing up, in some churches Shanks heard, “You’re 
a great preacher. Too bad you’re a girl,” or “You would 
make a great pastor’s wife.” 
 “The book was an opportunity for me to give 
language to a shared experience that so many people 
have difficulty finding words to describe,” she said.
 Shanks attended Greenville University, where 
she majored in psychology and urban cross-cultural 
studies. During her college years she also served as 
a summer social justice intern through the General 
Board of Global Ministries, working at a ministry 
called Rising Hope in Alexandria, Virginia. There she 
worked with programs assisting the inner-city homeless 
population as well as various recovery programs. 

 In 2010 she started 
working on her master’s 
in social work at St. Louis 
University. She now teaches 
social work at Greenville 
University. 
 When they moved to St. 
Louis, they stayed urban 
and found a place to live 
downtown, right across 
the street from Centenary 
United Methodist Church. 
 “There we found an 
opportunity to continue 
ministry with the homeless 
community in a manner very similar to what I was 
doing in Alexandria, Virginia, and we found a great 
community of faith,” Shanks said. 
 Shanks has studied homiletics, and often preaches 
during Sunday morning worship at various churches 
at the request of her friends. She doesn’t feel she was 
called to word and sacrament to be an ordained pastor, 
but she is ready to help with worship. 
 “I know sermon preparation is really hard, and I like 
to be able to give pastors a break,” she said. 

This Is My Body: Embracing the Messiness of Faith 
and Motherhood is available on www.amazon.com, 
in either a print or digital edition.

this is my  
body, 

broken 
for you

embracing the messiness 
of faith and motherhood
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The C2FM program of the Missouri United Methodist 
Foundation (www.mumf.org/c2fm) continues to bring 
outstanding educational opportunities to Missouri 
pastors in 2018: 

“It’s Not About Money”
Join Syble Solomon, founder of LifeWise Strategies 
and creator of the “Money Habitude” cards 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on October 3, at the Hampton Inn and Suites 
Convention Center in Columbia. This will be a fun, 
interactive presentation that includes lunch. Each 
attendee will receive a complementary deck of Money 
Habitude cards and will learn from the author herself 
how to use this tool to:
• Create a relaxed, non-judgmental environment for 

open conversations about money
• Gain personal insight and perspective
• Improve counseling techniques
• Enhance the effectiveness of financial ministry 

workshops
• Enhance the work of stewardship and finance 

committees

 Talking about money can seem taboo, embarrassing, 
overwhelming or intimidating. This seminar will help 
eliminate those stigmas and foster better financial 
practices and ministries within your church. The cost is 
$35. Register today at www.mumf.org/solomon.

Clergy Benefits Academy: 
C2FM Scholarship
Our own Wespath Benefits and Investments will host 
another Clergy Benefits Academy October 29-31 
in Nebraska City, Nebraska, at the Lied Lodge and 
Conference Center. Just a two-hour drive from Kansas 
City, the Clergy Benefits Academy is for pastors and 
spouses of all ages and stages of ministry.  
 This is an opportunity to learn about timely topics 
relating to clergy taxes, savings, pensions, investments 
and retirement – and clergy earn continuing education 

THE MISSOURI METHODIST FOUNDATION

More Educational Opportunities
C2FM Fall Schedule

units, as well. C2FM is providing 
scholarships – $325 pastor / 
$375 pastor and spouse –  for the 
Missouri clergy attending.
 Visit Wespath’s website to register for 
the Academy: www.wespath.org/events/cba-2018-
nebraska. The early bird deadline is September 7. Once 
registered, call the Foundation Office at 800-332-8238 
to let us know you will be attending the event. After 
the event, the Foundation will verify attendance and 
send out the scholarship.
 Lied Lodge is located on Arbor Day Farm and 260 
acres of natural beauty. By gathering at Lied Lodge, 
we are supporting the good works of tree planting, 
conservation and stewardship around the globe.
 Your Missouri United Methodist Foundation 
and C2FM are committed to bringing high-quality 
educational programing to Missouri’s churches and 
leaders, including clergy, laity, staff and volunteers. More 
educational resources can be found on the Foundation 
website www.mumf.org. 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

EXPLORE FOUR MAJOR 
WORLD RELIGIONS WITH 

ADAM HAMILTON!

If there ever were a time when Christians needed to 
build bridges with others, seeking peace in our world, 
loving our neighbors, and finding positive ways to 
share the gospel, it is now. 

In Christianity and World Religions, Revised Edition, 
Adam Hamilton deals with questions so many of us 
have about the four major world religions—Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism—and compares the 
beliefs of each with those of Christianity. In his 
trademark honest and open writing style, Hamilton 
helps answer questions such as: Why are there so 
many di erent religions? How should we view their 
beliefs? What is the fate of those who have these 
beliefs? 

Although the book is a stand-alone resource, 
combined with the DVD and Leader Guide, it becomes 
an especially relevant six-week study for Christians at 
all stages in their spiritual journey.

Adam Hamilton is senior pastor of The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, 
Kansas, one of the fastest growing, most highly visible churches in the country. The Church Report 
named Hamilton’s congregation the most influential mainline church in America. He is the 
best-selling and award-winning author of Creed, Half Truths, The Call, The Journey, The Way, 24 
Hours That Changed the World, John, Moses, Revival, Not a Silent Night, Enough, When Christians 
Get It Wrong, and Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White.

Learn more at www.AdamHamilton.org/worldreligions 
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While at Annual Conference, the Bishop introduced 
to us the three conference priorities that have been 

affirmed by the Mission Council and Cabinet. During 
my laity address, I provided a brief introduction about the 
three priorities before the directors providing leadership 
shared the specific goals and strategies. The following is an 
excerpt from my address:

Priority One – New 
Missional Leaders
Essential to the work of the conference is 
increasing our new missional leaders. We 
become missional leaders when we grow in 

Christ, when we encourage and disciple others. Tending 
to our own discipleship strengthens our leadership and 
relationship with God. Mentoring and encouraging others 
nurtures their faith development as well as extends the 
reach of God’s love in the world. Let’s consider what can 
occur with a small group leader as the leader mentors 
another in the group to move into leading their own small 
group. The newly raised up leader leaves the existing group 
to start and lead their own small group. The original small 
group leader mentors another that leaves the group to lead 
another small group, and let’s not forget the first mentee 
that left to start own group has now raised another leader 
and so forth. Our focus must be on raising missional 
leaders that are raising missional leaders in order to grow 
God’s Kingdom.
 

Priority Two – New Places 
for New People
Existing leaders along with our new missional 
leaders will support the transforming work 
of increasing new places for new people. 

Roger Ross, Director of the Center for Congregational 
Excellence, sends a monthly email to the Congregational 
Excellence Prayer Team. His first prayer request in these 
emails have been these words over the last few months, 
“Lord, multiply your Kingdom through us,” or “Lord, 
how can we multiply your Kingdom.” Is your church 
in conversation about a new worship service? Are you 
starting new small groups in the community? How can 
we offer the experience of knowing Christ in a setting 

that is comfortable for unchurched 
and disinterested? We are called to 
multiply the Kingdom! 

Priority Three – 
Pathway 
Out of Poverty
Our conference 
priorities would not 

be complete without a compelling 
action, which is supporting a 
pathway out of poverty through literacy. Can you imagine 
the impact it would make to have partnerships with more 
schools across the conference that support students in 
reading skills? I recently reached out to my local school 
district to find out how I could become a reading partner 
for a student at the neighborhood elementary school. In 
my conversation with the school counselor, she shared 
with me the application process and background screening 
for being a school volunteer. The district calls the program 
Difference Makers. I must say that I paused as I read the 
title, Difference Makers. We want to be difference makers. 
We are called to be difference makers in this world by 
demonstrating God's love. How amazing would it be for 
the United Methodist Church of Missouri to be difference 
makers in the lives of students in our local schools. 
 
Since Annual Conference, an event has been planned to 
give you the opportunity to learn more about the three 
conference priorities. The event scheduled for Saturday, 
September 8 is called Conference Action Plan Kick-Off and 
will be hosted in five locations. You can register at www.
moumethodist.org/actionplankickoff until September 1. The 
cost is $10 to cover lunch.

Consider how you or how your church can support these 
priorities. If your church needs an area of focus, my 
prayer is that you will consider one of these priorities.  
I acknowledge that some churches already have their 
own projects. I ask you to consider how you can align 
your focus with these priorities, or select just one priority. 
Our work together can impact the Kingdom and make a 
difference across the communities in Missouri.

Amy Thompson, 
Conference Lay 

Leader

LAITY VOICES

Three Priorities
BY AMY THOMPSON
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

A Bible study
 with John Wesley
Wouldn’t it be fascinating to attend a Bible study led by John Wesley? 

Scripture and the Wesleyan Way is an eight-week study that’s the
next best thing. The Bible was central to John Wesley’s faith and
the Christian movement he founded. Scott Jones and his son
Arthur Jones use Wesley’s own words to address questions that
many of us in the twenty-first century still struggle with today. 

Each chapter explores a key Scripture text and one of Wesley’s 
sermons about the text in order to illuminate his understanding 
about what it means to be a real Christian. You will be inspired to 
respond to this call with faith and boldness. 

Scott Jones is the Resident Bishop of the Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church the author of 
The Wesleyan Way, Ask, The Evangelistic Love of God & Neighbor, Staying at the Table, and Wesley and the 
Quadrilateral.

Arthur Jones is the senior associate pastor and preaching pastor at St. Andrew United Methodist Church 
in Plano, Texas and the author of Ask: Faith Questions in a Skeptical Age.  

Learn more at www.AbingdonPress.com/wesleyanway 

Chapters include:
What is the Bible’s Message? 

How Can I Be Saved?
Am I a Real Christian?

Do I Have to Obey the Law?
Am I a Sinner?

How Can I Connect with God?
Why is the Christian Life Not Easier?
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Recently there has been a 
public debate over prayer. 
Persons have been criticized 

for offering “thoughts and prayers” 
for victims of things like gun 
violence while taking no action to 
address the problem. Sometimes in 
the process prayer has been equated 
to doing nothing.
   John Wesley was certainly an 
activist working to alleviate human 
suffering, but he was also a person 

of prayer. It’s no wonder why. Prayer, Wesley said, 
“is the grand means of drawing near to God” (Letter 
to Miss March, 3–29–1760); it is “the breath of our 
spiritual life” (NT Notes, I Thes. 5:16).
 While petition and intercession are forms of prayer, 
they are not the whole. The focus of prayer is not on our 
requests, however urgent, but on God. Prayer is how we 
remain in communication with God and grow in our 
relationship with God. In his sermon “The Wilderness 
State” Wesley says that “neglect of private prayer” is the 
most common reason people lose their faith.
 Thanksgiving is fundamental to prayer. For Wesley 
“thanksgiving is inseparable from true prayer; it is 
almost essentially connected with it” (NT Notes, Thes. 
5:16). It is an expression of our gratitude to God for 
life itself, for a new life in Christ, for all of the other 
blessings God gives us, and above all for a divine lover 
that never fails.
 We of course do turn to God with our petitions 
(for our own needs) and intercessions (for others). 

With regard to petition, Wesley insists that prayer is 
absolutely necessary “if we would receive any gift from 
God” (“The Means of Grace,” 111.3). Here Wesley 
is assuming the primary things we seek for ourselves 
have to do with salvation: forgiveness of sins, new life 
in Christ, guidance in how to live faithful lives, peace, 
joy and love. For these promised gifts, our prayers are 
needed “not so much to move God — who is always 
more ready to give than you to ask — as to move 
yourselves, that you may be willing and ready to receive 
the good things he has prepared for you” (“Upon Our 
Lord’s Sermon on the Mount VI,” 11.5).
 This does not mean Wesley thought it improper 
to pray for other things for ourselves. Even more, he 
strongly advocated praying for others. Prayer for others 
is an act of love, and regardless of whether the prayer 
is answered in the way we prefer, it often means much 
to the person being prayed for that there are others 
who care.
 But Wesley does insist that God answers prayers. 
He doesn’t try to answer the question as to why some 
prayers seem to be answered and others seem not 
to be, at least the way we want. Nor does seemingly 
unanswered prayer lead him to question God’s love; 
God’s love is revealed in the cross of Jesus Christ and 
nothing can take it from us. What he does to is recount 
the numerous occasions when prayer was answered, 
including many miraculous healings.
 For Wesley as for the Christian tradition prayer is 
doing something, and it does make a difference. It 
is not a substitute for other action; but neither is it 
inaction. At its heart, prayer is communion with God.

WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY

Dr. Hal Knight, 
Professor of 

Wesleyan Studies, 
Saint Paul School 

of Theology

Wesley
on Prayer

BY HAL KNIGHT
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Individual Mailed Subscription
This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Susan Brandes at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at 
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly 
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines 
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks 
payable to the Missouri Conference to Susan Brandes at 
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue is available on our website at 
www.moumethodist.org/magazine.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed 
to you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at www.
moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Use An App
The magazine is available via a free app on iPads or 
iPhones. Search the iTunes library for The Missouri 
Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to 
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the 
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or 
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like 
to share about the magazine, or if you want to connect 
Fred Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with 
a talented writer, photographer or videographer in your 
congregation, e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.

Ways to Read The Missouri Methodists
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L ast month we started a series 
discussing the role of each 

instrument and voice in a contemporary 
worship ensemble, starting with the 
acoustic guitar. In this issue, we’re 
all about that bass. In the last 20 years of teaching, 
producing, and performing with commercial music and 
contemporary worship groups, I have noticed that the 
bass guitar is the most understood instrument in the 
ensemble. Often viewed as “guitar for those that can’t 
play guitar,” many music groups neglect the importance 
of a well-done bass part. Bass is a component of music 
that the average listener doesn’t look for, but when 
executed poorly (or missing completely) we all notice 
that something is off. Let’s talk about how to achieve the 
correct stylistic sound for the low end of your ensemble 
and some tips on what to ask of your bass player.
 Stop playing it like a guitar. When folks are asked to 
play bass with a group, it is likely that they are coming 
from a background with acoustic guitar. It is great to 
have a background with other instruments, but the bass 
is very different than guitar. Acoustic players are trained 
to play chords with a constant driving rhythm and little 
space or silence in their parts. This usually doesn’t work 
for the bass, since it requires more intricate rhythmic 
parts and rests similar to a kick drum. If you have a 
decent drummer in your group, the best way to get the 
bass player to start thinking this way is to ask them to 
mimic the rhythm of the kick drum while playing the 
root of the chord that the song requires.
 Start each measure on the root of the chord. While 
passing tones or alternative chord tones can liven up the 
sound of any tune, playing the root on the downbeat is 
often the place to start. Even advanced bass players will 

tell you this. One of the primary 
jobs of the instrument is to 
setup the foundation for the 
chords that are being played and 
sung by the rest of the band. 
When pitches other than the 
root of the chord are played at the 
beginning of the measure, this can 
be difficult to accomplish.
 Learn to play notes other than the 
root throughout the measure. After learning to stabilize 
the root of the chord and play rhythmically similar to 
a kick drum, it is time to start looking for other parts 
of the harmony to support. This can be accomplished 
by adding the fifth of the chord or adding the root in a 
different octave. The third is an option as well but may be 
stylistically less common than roots or fifths.
 Let only one note sound at a time. Again, unlike the 
acoustic guitar the bass guitar should only play one note 
at a time and not let two or more notes sound at the 
same time. This can cause some clutter in the sound and 
make for a messy mix within the ensemble.
 Take lessons from a professional bass player or 
teacher. The bass can be a very intriguing and artistic 
part of the ensemble, but it requires an understanding 
of some basic music theory and the historical style 
of the instrument. If someone on your team is truly 
interested in playing, it may be worthwhile for them to 
take some lessons.

MUSIC MATTERS BY RYAN MCLOUTH

Bass 
Talk

Ryan McLouth is 
the Music Ministry 

Program Coordinator
and an Assistant 

Professor of Music 
at Central Methodist 

University
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For more event Information visit: 
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

Conference Action Plan Kick-off
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
Location: Columbia, Kirksville, Springfield, Lee's Summit & Kirkwood
Contact: Heather Birge, hbirge@moumethodist.org
Registration: www.moumethodist.org/actionplankickoff

This is an introduction to the Missouri Annual Conference’s 
priorities: Pathway out of Poverty, Missional Leadership and 
New Places for New People. Learn more about each of the 
priorities and practical ways your church can increase new 
missional leaders, create new places for new people in your 
community and build a relationship with a public school in your 
neighborhood to help increase reading levels of students. If 
you’re interested in discovering ways your local church can put 
one of the Conference priorities into action, the Conference 
Action Plan Kick-Off is the first step on that path.

NextGen Academy
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Location: Missouri Annual Conference Office, 3601 Amron Court
Columbia, MO 65202
Contact: Dora Thackery, dthackery@moumethodist.org, 
573-441-1770 x214
Registration: www.nextgenumc.org/nextgen-academy

In order to identify and develop missional leaders, Next 
Generation Ministries has created the NextGen Academy, a series 
of events, to be a place for students to grow in their faith by 
exploring spiritual gifts, leadership development, and service and 
mission. We believe this environment will be a place for students 
to feel freed to discover where God is calling them in their 
community, local church and beyond. 

Our first NextGen Academy event will be held 9:30 a.m. – 
3:00 p.m. September 22 at the Missouri Annual Conference 
Office. Middle and high schoolers, ages 13 to 18, will complete 
CliftonStrengths assessments ahead of time, so they can evaluate 
and discuss during the event how these strengths can be utilized 
in their daily life. Featured speakers include Rev. Adam Mustoe 
and Rev. Jenn Klein.

Beyond Disability
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 — 10:00 AM TO 12:00 PM
Location: Fairview UMC, 3200 Chapel Hill, Columbia, MO 65203
Contact: Russell Ewell, ncommunity1@gmail.com, 314-306-4298

As we seek to have open hearts, open minds and open doors, this 
event is designed to help us put action to these prolific words. 
You are invited to join in solidarity as we bring The Church, the 
disability community, academia and service providers together 
to explore ways in which we may work for the full inclusion of 
people with disabilities in every sphere of society. Representatives 
from each of these areas have been invited to participate in a 
panel discussion. The panel will discuss practical ways for making 
this lofty goal a reality. Members of the audience will have an 
opportunity to engage the panel in conversation. Please come 
and participate in this important event.
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This young rider is getting 
introduced to the cowboy/
cowgirl wisdom which says life’s 

not about how fast you run or how 
high you climb, but how well you 
bounce. One thing which gives this 
rider resilience is youth and wide-
eyed wonder. He hung in there as 
long as he could and then hit the 

ground ready to follow up the failure 
with another ride. Resilient people 
generally meet failure head-on and 
use it as an opportunity to learn and 
self-correct. Resilient people can 
be wounded healers who provide a 
positive influence in other people’s 
lives. Faith helps us to positively 
reframe the challenges and failures 

which come into to the life of all 
Christians. Resilience forged, tested 
and strengthened through daunting 
adversity can provide a compelling, 
credible and contagious witness of 
Christian faith. “For God did not give 
us a spirit of timidity but a spirit of 
power and love and self-control.”  
[2 Timothy 1:7]


