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Festival of Sharing 
provides for thousands
By Terri Williams
FOS Coordinator

October mornings can be 
damp and chilly and that is how 
the Festival of Sharing weekend 
began on Friday October 19. But 
the rain and chill did not deter 
the servants from around the state 
as they emptied the storage units, 
set up display booths and hung 
quilts readying everything for the 
gathering of gifts to be held the 
following day. By the Friday after-
noon the storage units had been 
emptied of the packs and kits and 
a record number of Family Food 
boxes had already been collected. 

The Family food box is the 
most requested Missouri pack 
by the food pantries and shelters 
around the state.  The distribu-

tion truck was packed to capacity 
with 2,034 food boxes and more 
on flatbed carts and handcarts. 
Some of the other Missouri kits 
looked like they would be short 
this year, but as providence would 
have it by noon on Saturday there 
were enough to satisfy the many 
representatives from the 90 agen-
cies coming to receive the gifts.  
The beans, rice and potatoes are 
all welcomed commodities by the 
food pantries as are all the packs. 

Attendees arrived Friday eve-
ning to kick off YouthFest with 
“Mission Possible” an increased 
number of youth choosing to 
accept the mission to feed the 
hungry; warm the shivering; sup-
port those in need; care for the 

Black Methodist for Church Renewal meet in St. Louis
Normandy UMC in St. Louis 

was packed on Sunday after-
noon of October 28, as the  Black 
Methodist for Church Renewal St. 
Louis Chapter held their  annual 
worship service at the St. Louis 
church. 

The mission of BMCR is to 
raise up prophetic and spiritual 
leaders who will be advocate 
for the unique needs of Black 
people in the United Methodist 
church. Robert Williams, presi-
dent of the St. Louis Caucus, 
noted that BMCR started 44 years 
ago, or about two generations. The 
organization has recently been 
considering how it can do more to 
help Black Methodist Churches. 
Last Annual Conference Session 
BMCR sponsored a workshop 
called Equipping and Empowering 
African American Congregations 
for New Generations. They have 
also started a fifth-Sunday worship 
event, which rotates between dif-

ferent churches. 
Williams read from a paper 

written by his late wife, Jerry 
Ruth Williams, last year. In it she 
recounted how John Wesley was 
opposed to slavery at the very 
origins of Methodism. She gave a 
detailed account of how through 

the ages racism and issues related 
to race caused various fissures 
with Methodism, and positions 
eventually evolved to reunifica-
tion. She closed by quoting the 
hymn, “I’m bound for the prom-
ised land. Oh who will come and 
go with me? I’m bound for the 

promised land.” 
Missouri Bishop Robert 

Schnase was the preacher for 
the worship service. He began 
his message by reading scripture 
from Luke, chapter 9. He read 
from the paraphrase by James 
Peterson called “The Message,” 
highlighting the verse that says, 
“Don’t load up with equipment. 
You are the equipment.”

Bishop Schnase explained 
that the Missouri Conference 
has about 870 churches with 
165,000 members, and has 
about 85,000 people in worship 
each week. He then noted that 
in the last 50 years, Missouri 

United Methodist Churches have 
decreased in membership by about 
80,000, and 500 churches have 
closed.

But when you look at African 
American churches in the 
Missouri Conference as a group, 
their numbers are brighter. There 
about 35 African American pas-

tors in the Missouri Conference in 
an active role, which includes vari-
ous categories of clergy, district 
superintendents, an assistant to 
the Bishop and a seminary presi-
dent. There are 32 predominantly 
African American churches in Bishop Robert Schnase

Robert Williams, president of the St. Louis Caucus of BMCR

Youth at the Festival of Sharing unload tons of potatoes. Photo by Robert Swain. 
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In March 2012, a five-year-old 
boy and an 11-year-old girl were 
found living in an abandoned 
school bus. They had lived in the 
bus at the end of a muddy, one-
lane road throughout the winter 
months; the children’s mother 
and father were 
both in prison. 
Neighbors had 
noticed some-
thing was wrong, 
but it took a 
concerned postal 
worker to finally 
report their 
tragic situation to authorities.

The little boy and girl are 
symptoms of a larger crisis afflict-
ing our communities: 1.7 million 
children are growing up with a 
mother or father behind bars. 
These children are the overlooked 
victims of crime, enduring the 
grief, humiliation, and financial 
devastation caused by a parent’s 
incarceration. Far too often, they 
become involved in the same 
criminal lifestyle and wind up in 
prison themselves.

For 30 years, Angel Tree®, a 
program of Prison Fellowship®, 

has worked to alleviate the spiri-
tual and material suffering of pris-
oners’ children throughout the 
United States. In partnership with 
thousands of local churches and 
volunteers, Angel Tree delivers a 
Christmas gift, the Gospel, and a 

message of love from 
incarcerated parents 
to their children. 
The child gets to feel 
loved and precious, 
the family is intro-
duced to the Good 
News of Christ’s 
birth, and the local 

church gets the joy of being the 
hands and feet of Jesus to the lost. 
As a result, hope is reborn, fami-
lies are reconciled, and the cycle of 
crime is broken.

Rev. Alan Johnson, a pas-
tor in Rogers, Ark., recounts his 
church’s experience with the Angel 
Tree program: “Our people have 
been blessed beyond measure by 
purchasing presents for children, 
planning the Angel Tree party and 
in interacting with children and 
their families who have parents 
or loved ones incarcerated … So 
many of our people have wanted 

to help others but haven’t known 
how. Angel Tree is a tangible way 
our church has impacted the life 
of a child and his or her family for 
Christ.”

Many churches in Missouri 
have already stepped up to help 
serve Angel Tree children this 
Christmas – but more are urgently 
needed! Angel Tree sign-ups have 
increased by 55 percent compared 
to last year, and 2,500 children are 
still waiting and hoping that this 
year they will be remembered by 
their incarcerated mom or dad.

To learn more or to reg-
ister your church today, visit 
www.angeltree.org<http://
www.angeltree.org/> or call 
1(800)55-ANGEL (2-6435).

Information submitted by Tom 
Maxwell, President of Prison 
Fellowship in Missouri, and mem-
ber of Nelson Memorial UMC in 
Boonville. 

Retired Brigadier Gen. James 
Sehorn was flying combat mis-
sions with the 469th Tactical 
Fighter Squadron in 1967 when 
he was forced to eject over North 
Vietnam. The date was Dec. 14, 
1967. He would remain a prisoner 
of war in the infamous “Hanoi 
Hilton” prison and other camps 
for more than five years. Sehorn 
will speak in Columbia from 7 
– 9 p.m. on November 15 at the 

Hearnes Center. 
He is being brought to town 

by the youth group at Midway 
Locust Grove UMC. This event is 
free, but they welcome donations 
in advance or the day of. A mini-
mum of 80 percent of net pro-
ceeds go to the Wounded Warrior 
Project and expenses are covered 
by the sponsors. For more infor-
mation and to register go to www.
jimsehorncolumbialive.com. 

Angel Tree needs more sponsors 
from Missouri churches

Youth group bringing Gen. 
Sehorn to Columbia

Clergy/Clergy Spouse Deaths
Margaret Anne Hudson of Odessa, wife of the Rev. Herman 
Hudson died on Friday, October 19, following a long 
illness. 
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High-Tech Chat

From United Methodist 
Communications

Want to broaden your reach to 
seekers searching for specific ways 
to get involved? By using pay-
per-click (PPC) ads that appear 
in search results, you can deliver 
outreach and seasonal messages 
directly to nonmembers look-
ing for what your congregation is 
offering.

Search engines are espe-
cially busy during Advent and 
Christmas. Many people look for 
special services to attend, activities 
for their kids, ways to volunteer 
and causes deserving donations. 
All this seasonal activity makes a 
good test environment to consider 
whether or not PPC ads work for 
your church. 

Some “need-to-knows” about 
PPC

PPC is not free. However, you 
can set a price threshold for each 
ad so that you never go over your 
campaign budget. Set the thresh-
old low at first to see if you get 
clicks. 

Unless it’s a featured ad, you 
usually see PPC ads in the mar-
gins of a basic search-engine 
query. One great advantage is that 
advertisers only pay for the clicks 
an ad generates. If the user doesn’t 
click, then you may get a little free 
exposure. It’s like planting a seed.

Do not confuse PPC with 
natural search results. When you 
design your website, you optimize 
it to be “found” by those searching 
the Web. You do not control the 
results, even if you hire someone 
who says they know Google’s algo-
rithm. 

Set a start and stop time for 
your PPC campaign. If you have 
a fall festival, you can run your ad 
during the month leading up to 
the event and stop on the actual 
day.

Be specific. To keep the cost of 

your campaign down and to target 
those who are best served by your 
event/product, be specific in the 
search keywords and phrasing 
from which you will advertise.

Set the region for your cam-
paign to the zip codes surround-
ing your community. A national 
campaign for a local event would 
be a waste of money and garner 
extremely poor results.

Create a landing page for the 
campaign so those who click on 
your ad will see only the relevant 
details.

You can mask the URL that 
is viewable in your ad. Buying a 
domain name that is relevant for 
the search is a good add-on (i.e., 
http://yourtownfallfestival.com). 
Alternatively you could create an 
abbreviated vanity URL. A van-
ity URL is a shorter web address 
(i.e. yourchurch.com/event). Seek 
specific instructions for creating a 
vanity URL from your IT team or 
from your content-management 
system’s technical support. Learn 
how to create a Facebook page 
vanity URL. 

Ideas for using PPC
There can be a host of ways 

and reasons to use PPC. Here are 
a few ideas that might be worth 
trying.

Children’s and/or family events. 
Families regularly want to find 
a church in which to become 
involved. Advertising the chil-
dren’s ministry or family-friendly 
events is a great way to provide for 
a family need.

Workshops at the church. 
People love to learn new skills in 
art, photography, knitting, fitness 
routines and other topics. New or 
veteran parents may feel unpre-
pared to organize or raise their 
families. Advertise a parenting 
workshop to the outside commu-
nity as well as your own congrega-
tion.

Sermon series or worship ser-
vices. People who are new to town 
may be searching for a church that 
they feel fits them. Putting togeth-
er a campaign with a sermon 
series title could be a real grabber 
for them or for someone looking 
for a specific spiritual experience, 
a friendly church or a contempo-
rary worship service.

Counseling services. It is 
sometimes hard to find counsel-
ing services in the community. If 
counseling services operate from 
within your church, you offer the 
combined credibility of pastoral 
counseling with a wanted service.

Special events, fundraising or 
contests. You might have a special 
yard sale to raise money for an 
orphanage in Africa. This is a per-
fect opportunity to create a land-
ing page with photos of items and 
details of the sale. You can tell how 
to donate items for the sale. You 
can do an email signup for people 
to get notifications about the sale 
closer to the time (building your 
email list is a good thing). Then 
set up a campaign to advertise the 
sale within the ZIP codes around 
your church community so people 
within a reasonable driving dis-
tance know about it. 

Those are just some general 
ideas to get you started in promot-
ing through PPC.

How do I start and succeed at 
PPC?

1. Agree on your budget for 
advertising. You do not want to 
overspend.

2. Identify some desired results. 
Do you want more attendance 
from newcomers at an event? Do 
you want more people to sign up 
for emails? Do you want to grab 
more exposure in the community? 
Set a few measurable goals to 
help you determine if you want to 
advertise again.

3. Create the landing pages 

and “calls to action” that you want 
people to see when they click on 
your ad. This can be as simple as a 
dedicated webpage on your church 
site, a completely new website or 
special section in a social media 
page. The call to action could 
direct people to an email signup 
form. 

4. Do keyword research for 
your area, using specific words 
and locations. Note: make sure to 
add your state with your town.

5. Create a PPC account. For 
Google, go to http://google.com/
adwords; for Bing/Yahoo, go to 
http://bing.com and click on the 
“advertise” link at the bottom of 
the page.

6. Create a new campaign. 
Most of these set-ups are super 
simple. Each search engine wants 
you to feel comfortable advertising 
with them. 

Caution: Do not use all the 
defaults of the campaign set-up. 
That will give you an overly broad 
scope.

Tip: Start with small daily bud-
gets and create a few different ads 
promoting the same activity or 
campaign. Test different images 
and copy and then switch out the 
lower performing ads to the one 
that received the most clicks. 

7. Write the ad copy. Keep 
things simple and clear. Do not 
overthink the crowd.

Insert the ad title (top line).
Insert the URL.
Insert the attention-getting 

blurb or teaser text.
Insert keywords in the copy 

that appear in the landing page. 
If you do not, search engines will 
give your ad a low quality score 
and will display ads with higher 
scores more often. 

8. Set your parameters:
Set your budget. Depending 

on the service, you may be asked 
to bid on an ad. Ads with higher 

bids get higher quality scores and 
are displayed more often. Many 
services will give you a warning if 
your bid is too low.

Set your timeline for starting 
and stopping the campaign.

Insert keywords. When users 
search for those keywords, your ad 
will display. 

Establish the ZIP codes where 
you want to advertise.

Set the times you want your ad 
to start and stop showing in the 
day, plus specific days of the week. 
A mom might not be searching 
for “things to do in ‘your town’” 
at 3:00 a.m. on a Friday, so choose 
not to advertise during that 
period. 

After you finish the submission 
process, your ad must be approved 
before it can go live. 

9. Check back after a day or 
two. Compare the ad with your 
website analytics or email list to 
make sure it is accomplishing 
what you intended. If the ad is not 
performing well, consider making 
the image or copy more enticing. 
If you tested multiple ads, switch 
out the lower performing ads to 
the one that received the most 
clicks.

This may not be door-to-door 
evangelism, but in many ways, this 
is effective in finding people who 
have a desire to be in a spiritual 
community. Sharing who you are 
with those outside the regular 
communication funnel is a great 
outreach practice.

Facebook advertising works in 
many of the same ways as search 
engine advertising. You can define 
your audience to people’s networks 
and groups. Doing a Facebook 
campaign in conjunction with a 
search engine PPC campaign will 
give you a good idea of what helps 
your church reach out beyond the 
walls.

Pay-per-click ads can be good 
addition to seasonal outreach
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the Missouri Conference. In the 
past five years, attendance at those 
churches has been up 5.5 percent, 
compared to attendance in the rest 
of the Missouri Conference being 
down 2.5 percent. 

Those attendance num-
bers don’t include two African 
American new church starts, and 
three new multi-cultural new 
churches. 

“Those five congregations will 
have a real influence on reshaping 
United Methodism in Missouri,” 
Bishop Schnase said. 

The greatest obstacle to start-
ing new churches is sometimes 
existing churches that fear the new 
church will take away from their 
own congregation. Bishop Schnase 
said such fears are unfounded. 

“The establishment of a new 
church seldom effects our exist-
ing congregations,” he said. “Some 
churches might think the new 
church will attract the unchurched 
people from their neighborhood. 
Well, if that church has already 
had 40 years to try to reach those 
people, maybe it’s time that some-
one else has a chance. Think of 
it as being similar to a Sunday 
School class. Is it easier to double 
the size of an existing class that 
has been going for years, or to 
start a new class?”

Bishop Schnase said the great-
est challenge to ministry is com-
placency. No church is harder to 
lead than a self-satisfied church 
that thinks nothing is wrong. 

“You can’t steer a parked car,” 
he said. “If you weep over having 
no children in church, you might 

consider if you would be willing 
to change your church music to 
their style of music.” 

 Bishop Schnase offered 
encouragement for those who feel 
they don’t have enough resources 
in their church. 

“You have exactly the right 
resources to do the ministry that 
God expects of you today,” he said. 

Choirs from several African 
American churches in the St. 
Louis area sang during different 
times of the service.  Rev. Lisa 
Scott-Joiner, vice-president of 
the St. Louis Caucus of BMCR 
and moderator of the event, was 
pleased with the turnout. 

“It was awesome to have such 
great participation from all of 
these churches, and to have so 
many people come together for 
one worship service,” she said. 
“That hasn’t happened in a long 
time.” 

The start of a new scholarship 
fund to honor the memory Jerry 
Ruth Williams was announced. 
Williams was a Harry Hosier life 
member of BMCR. When the 
fund reaches $5,400 it will pay 
for one year of school, including 
room and board, for a student at 
Africa University. To contribute 
to the fund, go to www..support-
africauniversity.org, select “Direct 
Scholarship,” and fill out Jerry 
Ruth Williams in the tribute sec-
tion. Checks payable to Africa 
University can be mailed to the 
Africa University Development 
Office, PO Box 340007, Nashville, 
TN 37203-0007.

Normandy UMC Choir

North Park UMC Choir

Samaritan UMC Choir

Normandy UMC

BMCR continued from page 1A
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Saint Andrew UMC Choir

Beloved Community UMC Choir

Asbury UMC Choir
Rev. John Heyward

Livingstone Sykes

De-Rance Blaylock
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By Neil Caldwell
ELK GROVE VILLAGE, Ill. 

(UMNS) — A United Methodist 
bishop can be placed in involun-
tary retirement, the denomina-
tion’s top court has ruled.

The ruling could have implica-
tions for the forced early retire-
ment of Bishop W. Earl Bledsoe, 
which the United Methodist 
Judicial Council will consider 
separately next month. That case 
was one of 18 considered by the 
denomination’s top court during 
its Oct. 24-27 meeting, the first 
regular session for the new court, 
which includes two new mem-
bers elected by the 2012 General 
Conference. The Judicial Council 
did not have the requisite number 
of votes to declare unconstitution-
al Paragraph 408.3(a) of the Book 
of Discipline, the denomination’s 
law book. That church rule says 
that a jurisdictional episcopacy 
committee, by a two-thirds vote, 
can place a bishop “in retired 
relation” if the committee finds it 
“to be in the best interests of the 
bishop and/or the Church.”

The decision in Memorandum 
1229 was a response to a request 
by the South Central Jurisdiction 
College of Bishops to rule on the 
paragraph, which the jurisdiction’s 
committee on episcopacy cited 
in its decision in July to remove 
Bledsoe from active assignment. 
The jurisdictional delegates 
affirmed the committee’s decision.
Bledsoe will appeal that action at a 
special called session of the Judicial 
Council on Nov. 9-11 in Phoenix.

The Book of Discipline requires 
six Judicial Council member votes 
to rule a paragraph unconstitu-
tional, a higher standard than a 
simple majority. The church court 
has nine members. In Decision 
1210, the council said that in 
reviewing acts of the General 
Conference for constitutional-
ity — that is, compliance with the 

church’s constitution — its first 
inclination is to save legislation, 
not destroy it.

The college of bishops’ request 
included four questions, but the 
council said it had jurisdiction on 
just the first question because the 
others were hypothetical and did 
not address a specific paragraph in 
the Book of Discipline.

In a separate case, the Judicial 
Council did declare unconsti-
tutional an action by the 2012 
General Conference regarding 
Paragraph 602, dealing with the 
balance between clergy and lay 
members at annual conference.

The General Conference added 
the language “Clergy who volun-
tarily indicate that they are unable 
to attend annual conference 
because of incapacity or advanced 
age shall not be counted in arriv-
ing at the balance between lay 
and clergy.” In Decision 1212, the 
Judicial Council said that “mem-
bers cannot be eliminated from 
the count for equalization,” citing 
Paragraph 32, and added that “the 
principle of equalization stands 
and cannot be subverted under 
the Constitution.”

Issues related to homosexuality
Several of the items before 

the council dealt with related to 
homosexuality. The denomina-
tion’s official position is that 
the practice of homosexuality 
is incompatible with Christian 
teaching. The church forbids 
the ordination of self-avowed 
practicing gays and lesbians, and 
it forbids the performance of 
same-gender union services in its 
sanctuaries and by its clergy. The 
church also holds that all people 
are of sacred worth.

The Judicial Council affirmed 
four bishop’s decisions of law that 
touched on the issue.

It supported the bishop who 
ruled that a petition before the 
New York Annual Conference, 

“The Spiritual Crisis Caused by 
the Requirement to Discriminate,” 
was aspirational in nature and did 
not violate provisions of the Book 
of Discipline. “We acknowledge 
that differences of opinion exist on 
this very difficult issue,” Decision 
1218 says.

In a dissenting opinion, council 
member Oswald Tweh Sr., wrote 
that he felt “the resolution goes 
beyond a permissible statement 
of mere disagreement. The effect 
of the New York resolution is to 
negate and ignore the church’s 
clearly stated position as reflected 
in current disciplinary language.”

The council agreed with Bishop 
Al Gwinn’s decision that a ques-
tion to identify the meaning of the 
phrase “promote the acceptance 
of homosexuality” was moot and 
hypothetical in the North Carolina 
Conference.

And the council supported 
Bishop Linda Lee in ruling that 
questions about a new “Clergy 
Covenant” were moot and hypo-
thetical until the final document 
was presented to the 2013 ses-
sion of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference. This document was 
prepared by the Rev. Amy DeLong 
as part of the penalty assessed by 
a trial court after she was found 
guilty of performing a same gen-
der couple’s union ceremony.

The council modified a bishop’s 
decision of law in the California-
Pacific Annual Conference dealing 
with a “Resolution in Response to 
General Conference 2012.” The 
ruling in Decision 1220 said “A 
declaration by an annual confer-
ence to renounce a legislative 
act of the General Conference is 
not legal. But a declaration by an 
annual conference to express aspi-
rations for full implementation 
of a legislative act by the General 
Conference is legal.”

The bishop ruled that all the 
elements of the resolution were 
aspiration in nature. But, the 
Judicial Council said that the 
first statement, to “renounce the 
statement that homosexuality 
is incompatible with Christian 
teachings,” was beyond the annual 
conference’s authority because it 
had been enacted by another body, 
the General Conference.

Other decisions
In other decisions, the Judicial 

Council rejected a ruling of law 
by Bishop John Schol and voided 
a June 1 policy update by the 
Baltimore-Washington Conference 
on sexual misconduct, abuse or 
harassment.

The policy contained sentences 
referring to “a dating, romantic 
or sexual relationship” involving 
church staff, lay or clergy, parish-

ioners and ministry participants. 
During debate on the measure, 
Schol was asked for a decision of 
law on whether the words “sexual 
relationship” in the policy conflict-
ed with the Book of Discipline, 
and Schol ruled that there was no 
conflict. But the Judicial Council 
disagreed, saying the phrase con-
flicts with the disciplinary call for 
“celibacy in singleness” for United 
Methodist clergy.

A concurring opinion signed 
by seven members of the council 
strongly urged the Baltimore-
Washington Annual Conference to 
reconsider any policy that allows 
exceptions for consensual relations 
between church staff members 
and between staff and church 
members, saying such relation-
ships are “never appropriate.”

The court ruled it had no 
jurisdiction in a question from 
the North Alabama Conference 
on membership in the Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive 
Choice, saying the matter involved 
an agency of the general church, 
not the annual conference.

A full summary of these and 
other decisions from the court’s 
fall docket , Decisions 1212-
1229, can be found at the Judicial 
Council website.

Caldwell is editor of the Virginia 
United Methodist Advocate.

The Judicial Council for 2012-16 took up a full docket during its Oct. 24-27 session in Elk 
Grove Village, Ill. From left: Belton Joyner, J. Kabamba Kiboko, N. Oswald Tweh Sr., and 
Kathi Austin Mahle. Standing from left: Ruben T. Reyes, Dennis Blackwell, Beth Capen, 
William B. Lawrence and Angela Brown. A UMNS photo by Kathleen Barry.

Judicial Council rules on several issues during October meeting
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First United Methodist 
Church of Webster Groves is 
seeking a Music Leader to engage 
the congregation in compelling, 
energetic and Christ-centered 
worship through music. The 
Music Leader will help to build 
and support a blended music 
ministry. This person must have 
experience as a worship leader, 
band leader, and/or choir direc-
tor. The Music Leader must 
be musically talented with the 
ability to lead, arrange and 
perform various styles of wor-
ship music, as well as instruct 
and lead other instrumental-
ists, vocalists, and the choir. 
The Music Leader will build 
an exciting music ministry for 
children and youth in collabora-
tion with Youth and Children’s 
Ministries. A music degree is 
preferred. Proficient piano skills 
are required. Guitar proficiency 
is highly desirable. This is a 
part-time position: 10-12 hours/
weekly. Compensation: $10,000/
yr. to $15,000/yr. depending 
on experience. Please inquire 
for a complete job descrip-
tion. To apply, send your resume 
and cover letter to secretary@
firstumcwg.org. 

Associate Director of 
Children’s Ministries

Platte Woods UMC (Kansas 
City area) is seeking a full-time 
Associate Director of Children’s 
Ministries with a passion for 
building relationships with chil-
dren and families, and leading 
them into a growing relationship 
with Christ.  Applicants must 
possess leadership and teach-
ing skills as well as experience 
in recruiting, developing and 
overseeing staff and adult volun-
teers. Minimum requirements:  
Bachelor’s degree preferred 
(degree in Christian Education 
and / or Childhood Development 
preferred);  A demonstrated his-
tory in successfully leading and 
growing a Children’s Ministry; 
One to Three years Children’s 
Ministry leadership experi-
ence required. For a complete 
job description or to find out 
more about Platte Woods UMC 
visit  http://www.plattewoodsch-
urch.org/641870.ihtml  E-mail 
resume, references and salary 
history to careers@plattewood-
schurch.org

Date Event Location Phone/E-Mail Contact

11/3/2012 How to Reach New Persons Workshop King’s Way UMC (417) 869-7878 Terry Jepson

11/11/2012 Culture of Hospitality Through the Power of Introduction Good Shepherd UMC (573) 441-1770 Tammy Calcote

11/14/2012 District Committee on Ordained Ministry Training Conference Office (573) 441-1770 Trudy McManus

11/16/2012 Missouri Exploration Camp Wilderness (573) 441-1770 Karen Hayden

12/1/2012 Team Leader Training The Gathering phelps@
umocm.com Audrey Phelps

1/7/2013 College-Age Mission Trip Cherokee Nation (573) 291-9122 Bev Boehmer

1/14/2013 CONVERGE ONEDAY Missouri Theater (660) 827-2993 Jim Downing

1/19/2013 Make-Up Quadrennial Boundaries Training Conference Office (816)356-2400 Paula O’Hara

1/26/2013 WOW Springfield Expo Center (573) 291-9122 Bev Boehmer

3/1/2013 Bishop Days Saint Louis (573) 291-9122 Bev Boehmer

3/7/2013 Show me the Way Walk to Emmaus - Men’s Walk #64 TBD (417) 850-4608 Sue Holzrichter

3/14/2013 Show me the Way Walk to Emmaus - Women’s Walk #65 TBD (417) 850-4608 Sue Holzrichter

4/5/2013 CCYM Meeting Conference Office (573) 291-9122 Bev Boehmer

4/19/2013 Confirmation Retreat Blue Mountain (573) 291-9122 Bev Boehmer

4/19/2013 Confirmation Retreat Wilderness (573) 291-9122 Bev Boehmer

4/26/2013 Confirmation Retreat Camp Galilee (573) 291-9122 Bev Boehmer

4/26/2013 Confirmation Retreat Camp JoOta (573) 291-9122 Bev Boehmer

5/15/2013 Right Start - Clergy on the Move Conference Office (573) 441-1770 Karen Hayden

5/29/2013 Adult Mission Trip NW Missouri (573) 291-9122 Bev Boehmer

6/7/2013 Annual Conference Springfield Expo Center (573) 441-1770 Sherry Habben

Music Leader, First 
UMC Webster Groves
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Visit the Office of Creative 
Ministries Web site at 
www.umocm.com. 
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sick; and impact the imprisoned. 
The Friday night worship invigo-
rated the youth for Saturday’s 
day of service at the Festival of 
sharing. The 560 plus youth and 
sponsors set a level of energy and 
passion for serving and learning of 
the need.  

The joy of being together with 
faithful friends could be seen 
and heard throughout the event. 
Groups stopped to participate 
in an online poverty simulation, 
listened music in the concourse 
by local artist Randi Malieck and 
signed letters to government lead-
ers asking our government to 
make policy decisions to help our 
society create opportunities for 
families living below the poverty 
line. The worship service focused 
our servants on continuing to do 
justice, to love mercy and walk 

humbly with our Lord. (Micah 
6:8). 

People were on hand to 
help from all over the Missouri 
Conference. Larry Radley has 
been part of First UMC in 
Excelsior Springs for 45 years, but 
this was his first year to attend 
the Festival of Sharing. When he 
heard the youth group from his 
church was going to spend the day 
in Sedalia helping get the work 
done, he told his son and daughter 
that they were going. Later at a 
youth group meeting, when the 
leader asked who was going, the 
Radleys were the only two who 
raised their hands. 

“I decided I would just go with 
them, and my wife came along 
too, so we all just went as a fam-
ily,” he said. 

The family got a well-rounded 

experience. They helped load rice, 
loaded boxes of kits on trucks, 
and helped with the quilt auction. 

“It was an interesting day,” he 
said. 

Every 5 to 6 seconds a per-
son will die from hunger related 
issues. Efforts through the Festival 
of Sharing not only provide relief 
but also work to restore and 
rebuild lives to wholeness with 
God. Your continued financial 
donations to “Where Needed 
Most” help to serve the mission of 
the Festival of Sharing. Donations 

can be given on line at 
www.festivalofshar-
ing.org’s donation 
page. Your mission (if 
you choose to accept) 
to feed the hungry, 
warm the shivering, 
care for the sick, and 
serve those in need 
continue through the 
Festival of Sharing. 

Festival continued from page 1A

All photos on this page 
are by Robert Swain. 

Top of the page and below: Larry Radley and his son 
Branden Radley help display quilts at the Festival of Sharing. 
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Entire coastal towns underwater.
Millions without power. A paralyzed
New York City.

Days after Hurricane Sandy rolled
across a huge swath of the eastern
United States, United Methodists
began springing into action. Churches
opened their doors as shelters, com-
munity centers and recharging sta-
tions, and United Methodist disaster
response coordinators began deploy-
ing teams of volunteers to help with
cleanup.

“These are hard times and we
need to walk with God and with one
another,” said Bishop John Schol in a
message to members of the Greater
New Jersey conference, where some of
the worst devastation occurred. 

Days after the storm, many evac-
uees were still out of their homes, ac-
cording to Carol Brozosky, early
response team coordinator for the
Greater New Jersey Conference.

“The barrier islands are just com-

pletely destroyed,” she said, “and
across the state, the damage is so se-
vere and so spread out that it’s diffi-
cult at this point to name the worst-hit
communities. But clearly the coastal
towns really bore the brunt.”

Ms. Brozosky led an emergency re-
sponse training session with 18 atten-
dees on Oct. 27, two days before the
storm made landfall.

“I just hope everybody in the class
was OK,” she said. “Half of them may
need help themselves.” Some 160 vol-
unteers have been trained to respond
in the New Jersey Conference, but her
first task was to find out who could
help.

“I imagine I’m going to be calling
in teams from out of state,” she said.

“No one has scratched the surface
of what’s going on in New Jersey,” said
the Rev. Chris Heckert, pastor at the
Morrow Memorial United Methodist
Church in Maplewood, N.J.

Mr. Heckert had just witnessed a
disturbing scene in nearby Hoboken,
as a fire truck and another emergency

vehicle passed on the street.
“People were following the fire

truck, asking the firefighters to ‘come
here,’ ‘come over here,’ just following
the truck, begging to be helped,” he
said.

Mr. Heckert’s church opened to
surrounding communities, and over
400 people came through the church
to rest, use wireless Internet, do work
or enjoy a hot meal. Many shared sto-
ries of dramatic late night rescues

during the storm. 
In Asbury Park, N.J., the Greater

New Jersey Annual Conference’s of-
fices were still without power as of
Nov. 1. Millions of New Jersey resi-

Relief work begins after East Coast hurricane

UNITED METHODIST NEWS SERVICE PHOTO BY MIKE DUBOSE

During General Conference 2012, Bishop Robert E.  Hayes Jr. took
nominations for election to Judicial Council.

Cleanup and
restoration efforts
after Hurricane
Sandy began
almost
immediately. MTA
New York City
Transit employees
worked on Oct.
30 to get the
South Ferry
subway station
open again after
it was flooded by
seawater. 
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UMC high court upholds
guaranteed appointment

The frustration level for reformers
of the struggling United Methodist
Church appeared to reach a new high
as the denomination’s Judicial Council
struck down the last major reform
standing after General Conference
2012.

The council, after an Oct. 24-27
meeting outside Chicago that consid-
ered 18 cases, ruled that legislation to
end guaranteed appointment for or-
dained elders violates the church’s
constitution.

Retired Bishop Al Gwinn chaired
the Study of Ministry Commission
that recommended the change.

“I’m disappointed,” he said. “A
nine-member committee [the Judicial

Council] has the ability to trump, if
you please, what a whole thousand
member delegation around the world
believes, and what a four-year com-
mission did with all its consulting.”

The Rev. We Hyun Chang, a New
England Conference delegate to Gen-
eral Conference 2012 who spoke
against ending guaranteed appoint-
ment, defended the Judicial Council.

“All of us should appreciate the
process that has brought the final de-
cision on this matter,” he said.

At the end of General Conference,
held in late April and early May in
Tampa, Fla., the Judicial Council also
swept aside as unconstitutional hard-
won legislation that would have re-
structured and streamlined general
church agencies.

Attempting to address decades of

membership decline in the United
States, the Council of Bishops and
Connectional Table of the UMC joined
forces to recommend a range of re-
forms to General Conference 2012, a
10-day meeting that cost about $9
million.

But delegates voted down some
measures, and with the Judicial Coun-
cil’s rejection of the two major meas-
ures that did pass, the reform
scorecard is nearly empty.

Despite broad consensus of the
need for change, change itself has
proved daunting because of UMC
polity, said Jay Brim, an Austin, Texas
lawyer, Connectional Table member
and General Conference 2012 delegate.

“We’ve gotten ourselves into a situ-
ation where we’re just overwrought
with rules,” he said. “We don’t seem to

be flexible enough to change with our
conditions.”

Others focused criticism on the
denomination’s high court.

“Again, Judicial Council has shown
its true colors: opposition to any fun-
damental changes to our declining

United Methodist connection,” said
the Rev. Andy Langford, pastor of Cen-
tral UMC, in Concord, N.C., General
Conference 2012 delegate and long-
time advocate for reforming denomi-
national governance.
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Council’s ruling could affect Bledsoe appeal

ELK GROVE VILLAGE, Ill.—A
United Methodist bishop can be
placed in involuntary retirement, the
denomination’s Judicial Council has
ruled.

The ruling, in one of 18 cases con-
sidered during its Oct. 24-27 meeting
here, could have im-
plications for the
forced early retire-
ment of Bishop W.
Earl Bledsoe, which
the UMC’s Judicial
Council will con-
sider separately.

The Judicial
Council did not have
the requisite num-
ber of votes to declare unconstitu-
tional Paragraph 408.3(a) of the Book
of Discipline. That church rule says a
jurisdictional episcopacy committee,
by a two-thirds vote, can place a
bishop “in retired relation” if the com-

mittee finds it “to be in the best inter-
ests of the bishop and/or the Church.”

The decision in Memorandum
1229 was a response to a request by
the South Central Jurisdiction College
of Bishops to rule on the paragraph,
which the jurisdiction’s committee on
episcopacy cited in its decision in July
to remove Bishop Bledsoe from active
assignment. The jurisdictional dele-
gates affirmed the committee’s deci-
sion. Bishop Bledsoe will appeal that
action at a special called session of
the Judicial Council on Nov. 9-11 in
Phoenix.

The Book of Discipline requires six
Judicial Council member votes to rule
a paragraph unconstitutional, a
higher standard than a simple major-
ity. The church court has nine mem-
bers. 

In a separate case, the Judicial
Council did declare unconstitutional
an action by the 2012 General Confer-
ence regarding Paragraph 602, dealing
with the balance between clergy and
lay members at annual conference.

The General Conference added the
language, “Clergy who voluntarily in-
dicate that they are unable to attend
annual conference because of inca-
pacity or advanced age shall not be
counted in arriving at the balance be-
tween lay and clergy.” In Decision
1212, the Judicial Council said that
“members cannot be eliminated from
the count for equalization,” citing
Paragraph 32, and added that “the
principle of equalization stands and
cannot be subverted under the Con-
stitution.”

In other decisions, the Judicial
Council rejected a ruling of law by
Bishop John Schol and voided a June
1 policy update by the Baltimore-
Washington Conference on sexual
misconduct, abuse or harassment.

The policy contained sentences re-
ferring to “a dating, romantic or sex-
ual relationship” involving church
staff, lay or clergy, parishioners and
ministry participants. During debate
on the measure, Bishop Schol was
asked for a decision of law on

whether the words “sexual relation-
ship” in the policy conflicted with the
Book of Discipline, and Bishop Schol
ruled that there was no conflict. But
the Judicial Council disagreed, saying
the phrase conflicts with the discipli-
nary call for “celibacy in singleness”
for United Methodist clergy.

The court ruled it had no jurisdic-

tion in a question from the North Ala-
bama Conference on membership in
the Religious Coalition for Reproduc-
tive Choice, saying the matter in-
volved an agency of the general
church, not the annual conference.

Mr. Caldwell is editor of the
Virginia United Methodist Advocate.

Bishop Earl
Bledsoe

The Study of Ministry Commis-
sion reported in 2011 that guaranteed
appointment was in the long term fi-
nancially unsustainable given mem-
bership declines in the U.S., and a
study the year before showed there
were already hundreds more ordained
elders already than the church
needed.

The ‘D’ pastor
In a recent phone interview,

Bishop Gwinn stressed the need to
more easily remove ineffective clergy.

“If a pastor makes an ‘F’ regularly
from church to church, we can exit
that person,” he said. “The church’s
problem is it has no way of dealing
with ‘C minus’ or ‘D’ pastors who are
draining churches, and the removal of
security of appointment would have
opened up an avenue.”

The commission’s legislation
called for allowing a bishop to recom-
mend to an annual conference’s board
of ordained ministry that an elder be
placed on unpaid transitional leave if
“a missional appointment is unavail-
able.” The legislation also said a
bishop and cabinet could give an elder
a less than full-time appointment.

Before and during General Confer-
ence, the church heard considerable
debate, with defenders arguing that
guaranteed appointment boosts op-
portunities for women and minorities
and protects prophetic pulpit voices.

At General Conference, the com-
mittee assigned to screen the legisla-
tion added safeguards for clergy.
These included requiring each annual

conference to name a task force to de-
velop guidelines for bishops and cabi-
nets as they make appointments, and
reporting on the age, ethnicity and
gender of elders who don’t get full-
time appointments.

The committee then overwhelm-
ingly approved the legislation, which
put it on the consent calendar used to
expedite legislation. An effort to bring
it off the calendar failed in plenary by
a vote of 564 to 373, assuring passage.

Opponents, as expected, immedi-
ately asked the Judicial Council to
consider whether the legislation vio-
lated the UMC Constitution.

The court heard oral arguments at
its recent meeting, and then issued a
15-page decision, declaring that Gen-
eral Conference had indeed violated
the constitution in ending guaranteed
appointment or, in the church’s pre-
ferred language, “security of appoint-
ment.”

“Security of appointment has long
been a part of the tradition of the
United Methodist Church and its pred-
ecessor bodies,” the council began.
“Abolishing security of appointment
would destroy our historic plan for our
itinerant superintendency.”

Along with linking guaranteed ap-
pointment to the office of the bishop
as general superintendent of the
church—an office protected in Re-
strictive Rule #3 of the church consti-
tution—the court said the legislation
unconstitutionally eradicated clergy’s
right to “fair process procedures, trials
and appeals.” That right is protected in
Restrictive Rule #4.

(The council also noted—as had
careful followers of legislation ear-
lier—that though General Conference
2012 amended one section of the
Book of Discipline that protected guar-
anteed appointment,
it left intact another
that does so. Dele-
gate leaders of the
effort to change
guaranteed appoint-
ment called that an
oversight and said
General Conference’s
intent was clear.)

The Rev. John P.
Feagins joined in the oral argument
against the legislation, and learned of
the court’s decision while attending
worship at La Trinidad UMC in San
Antonio, on Oct. 28.

“My reaction was tears of joy and
gratitude, not only for the decision,
but for my church and its commit-
ment to fair process and the full de-
ployment of its clergy into the
mission field,” he said.

Frederick Brewington is a lawyer
and General Conference 2012 dele-
gate from the New York Conference
who joined Mr. Feagins in arguing
that the council should strike down
the legislation.

“What this legislation did was cre-
ate an opportunity for a clergy person
to be marginalized without any re-
course, to be placed into a state of ap-
pointment limbo without being
charged or being told that they have
done or are doing anything wrong,” he
said.

But Bishop Gwinn accused the
council of being “legalistic” in its up-
holding of guaranteed appointment,
and said the lengthy decision failed to
show how the legislation violated the
restrictive clauses of the constitution.

“The elder still had total access to
fair process,” he said.

Bishop Gwinn zeroed in on the
council’s holding that guaranteed ap-
pointment is part of Methodist tradi-
tion, given that language articulating
the principle entered the Book of Dis-
cipline, the church’s law book, in 1956.

If tradition is the guide, Bishop
Gwinn said, the court should have
gone back all the way back to the
founding of the Methodist Episcopal
Church in 1784, with Francis Asbury
and Thomas Coke as leaders.

“Asbury and Coke would turn over
in their graves if they thought we
were connecting itinerancy to secu-
rity of appointment,” Bishop Gwinn
said. 

Lonnie Brooks, a General Confer-
ence delegate and lay leader from
Alaska who submitted a brief in sup-
port of the legislation, labeled the
council’s decision “astounding.”

“You can’t reasonably interpret a
guarantee of a right to trial as a guar-
antee of a right to lifetime employ-
ment,” he said. “That’s precisely what
the Judicial Council has done.”

Strong words
The decision came just before the

Connectional Table, Council of Bish-
ops and General Council of Finance
and Administration issued a “2012

State of the Church” report which
shows overall growth for the UMC,
thanks to rapid expansion in Africa,
but the loss of almost 650,000 mem-
bers in the United States since 2000.

The congregations of the United
States fund nearly all of the UMC’s
general operations.

UMC leaders have in recent years
called for a 10-year focus on increas-
ing vitality among congregations, and
the Judicial Council’s striking down of
reform legislation aimed to help that
effort has clearly escalated tensions
and heightened rhetoric.

Mr. Brooks, for example, said,
“When change is inevitable and sorely
needed, and those with the power to
do so block orderly change, then the
result is revolution.”

And Mr. Langford was just as
forthright.

“Increasingly, only the nine mem-
bers of the Judicial Council speak for
our denomination,” he said. “Time has
come to withdraw all funding for their
work.”

The Rev. William Lawrence, dean
of Perkins School of Theology, is cur-
rent president of the Judicial Council.
He declined to respond to criticisms.

“The decisions stand for them-
selves and we would encourage people
in the church who are committed to
and care about these matters to study
the decisions carefully,” he said.

To read the council’s decisions on-
line, go to http://archives.umc.org/in-
terior_judicial.asp?mid=263/.

shodges@umr.org

Bishop Al
Gwinn
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North Central College
names new president
Troy D. Hammond, a scien-
tist, teacher and entrepre-
neur, will become the 10th
president of North Central
College in January. Dr.
Hammond, 45, earned his
Ph.D. in experimental atomic
physics from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in
1996 and also won a Na-
tional Science Foundation
graduate research fellow-
ship. He will succeed Harold
R. Wilde, who retires on Jan.
1. North Central is a UMC-
affiliated college of the lib-
eral arts and sciences with
more than 3,000 undergrad-
uate and graduate students
in Naperville, Ill.

Civil union ban broke
state law, agency rules
The Ocean Grove Camp
Meeting Association of the
UMC in Ocean Grove, N.J.,
discriminated against a les-
bian couple in 2007 when it
denied their application to
hold a civil union ceremony
at its boardwalk pavilion, a
state agency decided on Oct.
23. The organization vio-
lated a state law against dis-
crimination in not allowing
Harriet Bernstein and Luisa
Paster to hold their ceremony
at the pavilion, wrote Craig
Sashihara, director of the
New Jersey State division on
civil rights. In 2008, the
state’s department of envi-
ronmental protection denied
the association’s request for
a tax break for the pavilion
because the structure was
not made available to all on
an equal basis. Since the in-
cident, the association has
stopped renting out the
pavilion for weddings.

‘Love in Action’ event
held at Lake Junaluska
The 2012 Lake Junaluska
Peace Conference, “Love in
Action: The Transformative
Power of Nonviolence,” is
underway through Nov. 11.
Participants are learning the
principles of nonviolence as
taught by Gandhi, Martin
Luther King Jr., and other
spiritual leaders. Speakers
include Leymah Gbowee,
Liberian peace activist and
Nobel Peace Prize winner,
and the Rev. Bernard
Lafayette Jr., distinguished
scholar-in-residence, Can-
dler School of Theology.

—Compiled by Mary Jacobs

UM CONNECTIONS Bishop Wenner defends letter on Israel 

Bishop Rosemarie Wenner, presi-
dent of the United Methodist Church’s
Council of Bishops, has released a
statement defending her decision to
join 14 other Christian leaders in
sending a letter last month to Con-
gress, urging an investigation of pos-
sible violations by Israel of the U.S.
Foreign Assistance Act and the
U.S. Export Control Act.

Some Jewish groups, including the
American Jewish Committee and
Union for Reform Judaism, were
upset enough about the letter to can-
cel a scheduled meeting of the Chris-
tian-Jewish Roundtable, formed to
promote interfaith dialogue about the
Middle East. 

The letter and the pushback to it
have prompted considerable news
coverage, including an article in the
New York Times on Oct. 20.

The letter—signed by leaders of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
and Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, among others—notes that
the two acts prohibit U.S. assistance
to countries that engage in a consis-
tent pattern of human rights viola-
tions.

The letter says both sides in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict have suf-
fered, and that both bear responsibil-
ity for the conflict. But the letter also
says:

“In addition to specific rights vio-
lations, we see a troubling and consis-
tent pattern of disregard by the
government of Israel for U.S. policies
that support a just and lasting peace.
Specifically, repeated demands by the
U.S. government that Israel halt all
settlement activity have been ig-
nored.”

The letter argues further that un-
conditional U.S. military aid to Israel
has contributed to sustaining the con-
flict and resulted in human rights vi-
olations against Palestinians.

Among the groups upset about the
letter is the Jewish Council for Public
Affairs.

“The participation of these lead-
ers in yet another one-sided anti-Is-
rael campaign cannot be viewed
apart from the vicious anti-Zionism
that has gone virtually unchecked in
several of these denominations,” said
Rabbi Steve Gutow, president of the
council.

Some United Methodists ques-
tioned whether Bishop Wenner had
overstepped in signing the letter,
given that the 2012 General Confer-
ence defeated petitions calling on the
UMC to divest from firms accused of
contributing to the Israeli occupation

of Palestinian territories.
The Rev. Dan Bowman, pastor of

First UMC in Marlette, Mich., said
General Conference and its aftermath
have been a time of deep division for
the UMC, and the bishop’s action 
hasn’t helped.

“The statement signed by Bishop
Wenner does harm to the denomina-
tion by needlessly creating more dis-
cord, over a divisive subject, at a time
when we can’t bear any more dis-
unity,” he said.

Bishop Wenner picked up support
from other United Methodists, and
United Methodist Kairos Response, a
caucus that pushed for divestment at
General Conference, praised the letter.

“It reflects decades of similar ap-
peals from our denomination,” the
caucus said in a press release.

‘Consonant’ with GC
Bishop Wenner, who leads three

annual conferences in Germany, re-
sponded by email to the Reporter’s re-
quest that she elaborate on her
decision to sign the letter. She said:

“The president of the Council of
Bishops is the spokesperson for the
Council and has the task to speak on
public issues of urgent concern, in
consultation with the executive secre-
tary or executive committee as may
be possible. Such statements shall be
made when consonant with the posi-
tion of the General Conference. The
General Conference clearly stated that
the UMC works for peace in the Mid-
dle East and urges all parties in Israel
and Palestine to respect the human
rights of all people. General Confer-
ence speaks clearly in encouraging
United Methodists to engage with
their governments so that peaceful
solutions in the Israel-Palestine con-
flict might be achieved.

“The General Conference 2012
adopted, for example, on May 2, 2012,
the resolution ‘Opposition to Israeli
Settlements in Palestinian Land.’ It
says:

. . . Be it further resolved, that we
urge the U.S. government to end all
military aid to the region, and second
to redistribute the large amount of aid
now given to Israel and Egypt; to sup-
port economic development efforts of
nongovernmental organizations
throughout the region, including reli-
gious institutions, human rights
groups, labor unions, and professional
groups within Palestinian communi-
ties.

The United Methodist Church re-
quests that all governments, especially
that of the United States, work in coop-
eration with the United Nations, to
urge the State of Israel to:

1. cease the confiscation of Pales-
tinian lands and water for any reason;

B Y S A M H O D G E S
Managing Editor

2. cease the building of new, or ex-
pansion of existing, settlements and/or
bypass roads in the occupied territo-
ries including East Jerusalem;

3. lift the closures and curfews on
all Palestinian towns by completely
withdrawing Israeli military forces to
the Green Line (the 1948 ceasefire line
between Israel and the West Bank);

4. dismantle that segment of the
Wall of Separation constructed since
May 2002 that is not being built on the
Green Line but on Palestinian land
that is separating Palestinians from
their land and farmers from their
fields.

We also urge the Palestinian Au-
thority and all Palestinian religious
leaders to continue to publicly con-
demn violence against Israeli civilians
and to use nonviolent acts of disobedi-
ence to resist the occupation and the il-
legal settlements. . . .

“This resolution goes further than
the letter which I signed. The letter
asks the congress to urge the U.S. gov-
ernment to implement accountability
structures for the huge amount of the
military aid which Israel receives
from the United States. It does not say
that Israel does not have the right to
defend itself. We stand clearly on the
side of Israel and we are committed
to human rights for all God’s people.
We are ready to continue the dialogue
with Jewish faith groups. And we will
also continue to express publicly our
desire for peaceful solutions for the
conflict in the Middle East. In doing
this we have to ask the politicians to
act according to their responsibility
and control those who are in power if
people are threatened and peaceful
solutions are undermined.”

shodges@umr.org
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Fellow bishops laid hands on Bishop Rosemarie Wenner in Tampa,
Fla., on April 26, as she prepared to receive the gavel as new
president of the Council of Bishops.
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The United Methodist congrega-
tion in Maxton, N.C., a farming com-
munity of several thousand, was in a
bind.

Its historic building—one of the
first built for an African-American
congregation—was in such disrepair
that it already had been condemned
by the denomination’s North Carolina
Conference, and the congregation was
worshipping elsewhere.

“We really needed to restore that
church, renovate it or tear it down and
build another,” said the Rev. Robert A.
Fairley Sr., 75, who was baptized at St.
George and came back as a pastor in
1983. Because local banks did not
want to invest in the old building, the
options seemed limited.

A solution materialized through a
unique construction ministry pro-
gram in the North Carolina Confer-
ence that offers loans and project help
blending professional subcontractors
with volunteers and resulting in lower
costs. John Paul “J.P.” McGuire is the
program’s licensed general contractor.

Founded before the Civil War, St.
George is one of the oldest congrega-
tions in Robeson County, with this
building dating back more than a cen-
tury. That legacy is one reason why the
congregation voted for restoration
over demolition, said Vivian Brown-
Morrison, head of the building com-
mittee.

“When they brought me in to look
at it, I said, ‘Absolutely, we had to save
it,’” Mr. McGuire recalled. “It was im-
portant both for the church and for
the community that we try to preserve
it.”

When St. George re-opened its
doors for Sunday worship Sept. 16, the
sanctuary was filled to capacity. The
church also hosted a crowd at the Oct.
21 homecoming service, which fea-
tured Mr. McGuire as a speaker. 

Keeps the cost down 
The church construction ministry

program was started in 1990 after
several rural churches had trouble
getting reasonable bids for their reno-
vation projects, said Gary Smith, a li-
censed contractor who was hired to
run the program until the conference’s
Board of Missions Inc. was estab-
lished as a licensed general contractor
within the state of North Carolina.

The priorities were rural churches,
ethnic minority churches and new
church starts. Since then, the Board of
Missions has completed 40 to 50 proj-
ects, both large and small. “The actual
cost to the local church is about half
what it would cost if they went out
and hired a third-party contractor,”

ing their support for this church and
its quest to preserve an important
part of our history,” Mr. McGuire
wrote in his blog.

Among the project highlights
were:

• Restoration of 45 stained-glass
windows by LEB Glass Studio of
Greenville, S.C.

• Removal of layers of paint from
two original interior doors, which
were re-hung and used as a model for
new entrance doors of salvaged an-
tique heart pinewood, made by Trian-
gle Wood Designs in Raleigh.

• Incorporation of new wood trim,
done mostly by volunteer labor, in-
cluding local-produced cypress wood
ribbing in the ceiling.

• Installation of three handicapped
ramps and a handicapped bathroom
for increased accessibility.

“It was finished out in a beautiful
way for a lot less money than a com-
mercial setting,” Mr. McGuire noted.

The addition that delighted Ms.
Brown-Morrison was a stained-glass
“rose window” in a place that had
been framed originally but then cov-
ered over. The window casts a new
light into the sanctuary area and its
design, the cross and flame logo rising
from the wings of a phoenix, symbol-
izes the building’s rebirth.

“It’s the most beautiful sight I’ve
ever seen in my life,” she said.

‘Doable’ for others, too
The North Carolina Conference

U N I T E D M E T H O D I S T R E P O R T E R . O R G

PHOTOS BY JOHN PAUL MCGUIRE

LEFT: A stained-glass window is carried to St. George United Methodist Church in Maxton, N.C., as part of the church’s renovation through the North Carolina Conference
construction ministry program. RIGHT: Stained-glass artist Lou Ellen Beckham-Davis of LEB Glass works on a window at St. George church.

John Paul “J.P.” McGuire is the
licensed contractor for the
North Carolina Conference
church construction ministry
program.

LABOR ofLoveB Y L I N DA B L O O M
United Methodist News Service LoveConstruction ministry restores historic church

explained Mr. Smith, who is semi-re-
tired and now reports to Mr. McGuire.

“It’s a labor of love,” he said. “I just
can’t imagine getting up in the morn-
ing and not being involved.”

Mr. McGuire began his career as a
residential contractor, but his later
jobs—with Habitat for Humanity, in
Louisiana hurricane recovery and as
an outreach coordinator in South Car-
olina and California—have been all
about ministry. The South Africa na-
tive also is involved with global mis-
sion projects.

The advantage to having the Board
of Missions as a contractor, he noted,
is “we don’t have to tack on a lot of
overhead to pay my salary or salary of
other employees. Our overhead is
lower, so we are able to lower our
prices.”

When the work started at St.
George in August 2011, Mr. McGuire
kept a blog sketching the progress.

“Restoration or renovation is al-
ways harder than new,” he observed.
“We discovered things along the way
that we didn’t expect or didn’t know,
but there was nothing insurmount-
able. We had great volunteer turnout.”

In fact, the congregation was over-
whelmed by the support it received

from Maxton and beyond.
“We had many volunteers from

our church and from the community
and from other surrounding
churches,” Ms. Brown-Morrison said.
“It became a talking point in the
town: St. George is being restored. It
was like everybody was pulling for
us.”

A spring barbeque fundraiser
drew many who wanted a peek at the
restoration in progress. “It was heart-
warming to see so many people show-
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Even without such advantages, Mr.
Loy believes construction ministries
are “pretty doable” for other confer-
ences. Volunteer help is a key compo-
nent to holding down costs. Mr. Loy
still maintains a license as an electri-
cal contractor and supervises the vol-
unteers who do electrical work for
projects.

Volunteers are willing participants
because “they know the value of that
help,” he pointed out, while members
of the churches involved see the value
of volunteer construction programs,
begin to grasp the “great advantage” of
being a connectional church and real-
ize “the conference really does care
about them and has resources to help
them with their life and their min-
istry.”

Mr. McGuire suggests that confer-
ences interested in such ministry
focus on finding at least a part-time
licensed contractor, work up a loan
program and build a core of volun-
teers. The projects can start small, he
said, noting that many rural churches
have problems with termites, rot or
roof damage. “There’s room for a lot of
ministry in our conferences just to
handle that.”

does have some unique advantages for
its construction ministry program. In
addition to support from the Duke
Endowment, the conference has a $5
million fund established in the 1950s

for church building loans. Initially, the
idea was to help congregations that
could not qualify for commercial
loans, explained the Rev. Sam Loy,
chair of the Board of Missions.

In North Carolina, the construc-
tion ministry team already is at work
on a new project: Crossroads, a new
church start in a fast-growing section
of suburban Fayetteville. A metal
building formerly used by a nonde-
nominational church is being divided
into three sections for a sanctuary/as-
sembly hall, coffeehouse and internet
café and room for “parents’ morning

out,” Mr. McGuire said.
Members of St. George are enjoy-

ing their new facility and making
plans for an official consecration serv-
ice next year.

“We know that we did the right
thing now. Everybody’s happy,” the
pastor said. “Had it not been for the
Board of Missions, we would not have
been able to do it.”

U N I T E D M E T H O D I S T R E P O R T E R . O R G

Expand or build your church 
with a loan from UMDF.

 
 

 

Call us at 1-800-862-8633.

www.gbgm-umc.org/umdf

LEFT: In late August the church interior was finished and ready for inspection. RIGHT: A new stained-
glass “rose window” at St. George UMC in Maxton, N.C., shows the United Methodist cross and flame
rising from the wings of a phoenix—as a symbol of the building’s restoration.

A team of volunteers from Bethany UMC in Summerville, S.C.,
installed new insulation.

ABOVE: In April a team from John Wesley UMC in Fayetteville,
N.C., spent a Saturday doing landscaping work in front of the
church. BELOW: The St. George UMC congregation held a
“homecoming” service in the restored sanctuary on Sunday, 
Oct. 21.
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Special Contributor

‘God’s gardening ways’ is theme for Duke professor 

I’ve long thought that belief and
faith intersect in our gardens. In Pied-
mont, N.C., where I grew up, we plant
English peas in late February. April
teases us with warm,
sunny days, but it’s
risky to set out cu-
cumbers, tomatoes
and squash before
Mama’s birthday on
the 23rd. Field peas
are sowed in early
July. We avoid wild
persimmons and
creasy greens until a
hard freeze. These are things I’ve come
to believe, but every time I drop a seed
or tamp the dirt around a plant, it be-
comes an act of faith. So many things
can ruin a harvest—the vagaries of
weather, a plague of insects or disease,
an unexpected injury or illness—yet
I’m rarely as hopeful as when I’m
planting a garden.

Norman Wirzba, a professor of
theology, ecology and rural life at the
Duke Divinity School, believes knowl-
edge and appreciation of gardening is
essential for a deep understanding of
the Bible.

In Genesis, God is portrayed as a
gardener, breathing life into the soil.
He relates to the world with attention,
patience, careful observation, respon-

sibility and commitment—the virtues
we bring to our gardens. God calls us
to come and work with him in the
garden, so it disturbs Dr. Wirzba when
people consider the work of a gar-
dener or farmer beneath them. “If we
think gardening is beneath us, we’re
saying God’s work doesn’t matter. If
God withdrew his animating breath
from the soil, everything would fall to
dust again.”

I’d hoped to interview Dr. Wirzba
at his garden near Hillsborough, N.C.,
but he demurred. There wasn’t much
to see. Deer had eaten everything this
season except the garlic, carrots and
potatoes. They even had a go at his
fruit trees—the trees themselves,
mind you—not just the fruit.

Instead, we planned to meet at
Anathoth Community Garden
(www.anathothgarden.org), a min-
istry of the nearby Cedar Grove United
Methodist Church, but we were
thwarted by torrential rains. When we
rescheduled, we were promised a glo-
rious autumn day, but it failed to ma-
terialize, so we shivered through the
interview at damp picnic tables under
gloomy skies. And so it goes in the
garden. Dr. Wirzba says gardens bring
us face to face with our own impo-
tence and ignorance. They teach us
humility. Through them, we see that
so much of what we need to live
comes to us as a gift.

In his latest book, Making Peace

with the Land: God’s Call to Reconcile
with Creation (written with Fred
Bahnson), Dr. Wirzba lists some of the
innumerable gifts from God that allow
us to grow our food—soil decomposi-
tion, photosynthesis, hydrological cy-
cles, plant and animal health,
pollination, pollinators and animal re-
production. Last summer, I sliced a
Cherokee Purple tomato and was
awed by its beauty and complexity.
When I thought of how a scraggly
plant had used the soil, sun and water
to conjure such an amazing fruit, it
seemed miraculous. Dr. Wirzba likes
to tell his students that food is “God’s
love made delectable.” When people
say they don’t feel God’s presence in
the world, he thinks, “Have you been
in a garden?”

We can acknowledge this presence
and these gifts by saying grace. Dr.
Wirzba explored this topic in his book
Food & Faith: A Theology of Eating.

“When we say grace over a meal
we had a hand in or know the people
who did, it changes the experience,” he
says. So often today we see food
merely as a commodity. We’re content
if it’s cheap, available and attractively
packaged. “Food has been hollowed
out of any of its deeper moral and
spiritual significance,” Dr. Wirzba
says. “But food is so much more than a
bag of nutrients or heap of calories.”

He believes saying grace is more
than a pious act; it’s also political.
Amen, he notes, means let it be so.
“How can you give that blessing to de-
structive agricultural practices?” he
asks. To be an authentic gesture, what
you eat should be deserving of praise,
not just in a delectable sense but also
in a moral sense. As a bonus, he says,
“Doing the right thing tastes good.”

While some people believe Christi-
anity is about getting souls to heaven,
Dr. Wirzba thinks our goal is not to es-
cape the world but to make it worthy
of God. “Heaven will descend to earth,
because God’s dwelling will forever-
more be among mortals,” he says,
summarizing Revelation 21:1-4. One
of the first principles of an agrarian
mindset is living with the effects of
what we do to the earth. If we’re will-
ing to do the hard work of a farmer or
gardener, we can grow some of our
own food. We also have to do the
equally difficult work of recognizing
that the wounds of the world are deep
and there are consequences to our
consumer choices. We have to ask our-
selves, “Where can I get the food that
honors God?”

The vast majority of us won’t be
full-time farmers, but we can recon-
cile with the land through our flower
gardens and food plots, just as God is
reconciled with all of his creation. We
can also properly compensate farmers
who care for the earth and their ani-

mals. At my condo in Atlanta, I’m lim-
ited to a container of herbs on the ter-
race, but I stay connected to the land
and the people who produce my food
through my local farmer’s market. In
July, it’s hard to imagine a fulfilling life
without fresh tomatoes, but by Octo-
ber I’ve had my fill, and I’m giddy at
the prospect of eating what’s on
offer—sweet potatoes, winter squash,
broccoli, carrots, turnips, beets and all
sorts of greens.

I recently had a hankering for a
dry-aged rib eye, but the meat vendor
told me they were still hanging and
wouldn’t be ready for weeks. Instead
of rushing off to the grocery store in a

huff, I gracefully accepted what was
available. I tailored my recipe and
grilled a sirloin tip. It satisfied my
spirit as well as my craving.

As Dr. Wirzba writes, “By taking
the time to understand where we are
and how best to live gently and grate-
fully there, we participate in God’s
gardening ways, which give and enno-
ble life.”

Ms. Grissom is a writer who 
divides her time between Atlanta
and the Uwharrie Mountains 
of North Carolina. More 
of her writing can be found 
at http://ui.uncc.edu/users/
ruth-ann-grissom/.

Ruth Ann
Grissom
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Ruth Ann Grissom writes, “So many things can ruin a harvest . . .
yet I’m rarely as hopeful as when I’m planting a garden.”

Norman Wirzba
is a professor of
theology,
ecology and
rural life at
UMC-affiliated
Duke Divinity
School in
Durham, N.C..
He’s also the
author of several
books including
Living the
Sabbath,
Making Peace
with the Land
and Food &
Faith: A
Theology of
Eating.
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AGING WELL

WESLEYAN WISDOM

B Y M I S S Y B U C H A NA N
UMR Columnist

Seniors need more than quick-and-easy gifts

Not long ago I sat in a restaurant and watched
a young-adult grandson cradle the elbow of his
grandmother while she pushed her walker across
the uneven brick floor. It
seemed obvious that they were
having a special grandmother-
grandson date. As they neared
their table, he moved ahead to
pull out the chair then helped
her to be seated.

During the next hour I could
hear bits and pieces of their
conversation. She asked about
his new apartment and his first
post-college job. He asked about
the latest news at her assisted living center. I
could see the grandmother’s face brighten each
time her grandson leaned close to tell her an-
other story.

The expression on the older woman’s face
made me think back to a time when my son, a
professional chef, and his wife made a trip from
their Texas Hill Country home to visit my frail
mother who lived in a Dallas-area retirement
community. As a gift for my mother, Matthew
and Rachel had prepared a very large pot of but-
ternut squash soup. They spooned the soup into
take-home containers and gave it to each resident
in the dining room. I watched my mother’s face
beam with pride. Not only had she enjoyed visit-
ing with her grandchildren, she basked in the
glow of comments of other appreciative residents
who passed by her table.

As the holiday season nears, we should each
think about the older adults in our lives, espe-
cially those faced with physical, emotional or
mental decline. The best gift we can give them is
the gift of time. Regrettably in our hurry-scurry
world, time is also the gift we are least likely to
give.

In these days of digital ease, we are tempted

to point-and-click at an item on the computer
screen and have it shipped directly to an older
loved one who is homebound or at a senior resi-
dence center. In less than five minutes, a fancy
cheese tray or fruit basket is on its way to their
doorstep. No fuss. No muss. No bother. The prob-
lem is that even the fanciest fruit basket is no
substitute for what most frail older adults want
and need most: face-to-face time with those who
say they love them.

Similarly, as churches, we miss the point of
ministry with the frail elderly if we deliver poin-
settias and sing a few carols in December, and
then disappear again until Easter or later. Even
greeting cards and monthly newsletters are no
substitute for frequent and personal contact. As
physical decline increases, our need for human
interaction becomes even more important to our
overall well-being.

Why then are so many churches failing to
consistently minister to and with the homebound
and residents of senior care centers? One reason

is fear. Many church members and family mem-
bers say they do not have the interpersonal skills
to engage someone who is in physical decline. In
truth, nurturing a relationship with a frail older
adult, even a family member, causes us to step
into a world of wheelchairs and walkers, trem-
bling hands and lonely faces. In coming face-to-
face with decline, we are also confronted with our
own mortality. But God calls us to move beyond
our comfort zones.

This Christmas, if you are tempted to shop for
an older adult by pointing-and-clicking, or if you
plan to show up with a poinsettia for a once-a-
year visit, I hope you will stop and think again.
Like the grandson who treated his grandmother
to a memorable luncheon date, let’s get back to
the basics. Let’s give the frail elderly what they re-
ally want. The gift of time.

Ms. Buchanan, a member of FUMC Rockwall,
Texas, is the author of Aging Faithfully: 28
Days of Prayer. Reach her at:
missy@missybuchanan.com.

B Y D O NA L D W. H AY N E S
UMR Columnist

Can Wesley’s journey illuminate our path to renewal? 

This is the third in a series of columns in
which we’re looking at John Wesley’s experience
at Aldersgate, its 13-year prel-
ude and its long aftermath from
1738-1791. Let us never forget
the incredible blessing that is
ours for having not only Wes-
ley’s sermons but the diaries
and journals that put on record
his journey of the soul. What
better way to experience revi-
talization than to challenge
local congregations to follow
Wesley’s journey through small
group studies, and in so doing, break out of our
focus on the institutional church.

The big word “pneumatology” means “study
of the Spirit.” That is, the work of the Holy Spirit
in us to bring about a change in our self-esteem
as daughters and sons of the most high God, and
then to stir up the gifts with which we are en-
dowed by our Creator. When this happens, a
church becomes more than committees, boards,
or worship services in which the preacher and
choir are participants and the rest of those pres-
ent are spectators.

Calvinists believe that God is the sole actor in
our personal salvation and the direction and des-
tiny of churches, nations and history at large. Hu-
manism, with which all us moderns were
injected, insists that “I am the master of my fate;
I am the captain of my soul.” Like the Deists, we
believe that God made an incredible universe,

wound it up like a fine watch, and maintained no
further connection. That is, we are on our own;
so morality and ethics become the focus of our
faith. On the other hand, Wesley discovered—
and Methodism has retained—a middle way.

In 1725, when Wesley was an undergraduate
student at Christ College, Oxford, he decided with
his mother’s coaching that humankind has a role
of “response-ability” in being saved. We are not
pre-programmed computer chips; rather we are
made in the image of God, which Wesley said in-
cludes God’s endowing us with a will that can ac-
cept being loved by our Maker or can resist this
love.

Rex Matthews and others have tracked this at
least partially to Wesley’s agreement with John
Locke, whose political writings inspired Thomas
Jefferson’s concept of “inalienable rights” and
James Madison’s writing of the U.S. Constitution.
Locke believed that we act when impressions are
made on our physical senses by the external
world. In an important chapter by Ted Runyon in
Aldersgate Reconsidered, we learn that Locke was
the father of “truth experienced by empirical
data”—a philosophy that produced the scientific
advances of the modern age. Wesley absorbed all
of this new thought and, according to Runyon, is
“Lockean in his epistemology” (i.e. “study of
knowledge”). Wesley later put Locke in the cur-
riculum for his Kingswood School near Bristol
and quoted him in the Arminian Magazine. How-
ever, he added to Locke’s “physical senses” what
he called a “spiritual sense.” This, for Wesley, is
God’s gift that we call prevenient grace, or God’s
“whispers to the soul.”

Yet Wesley was not a mystic! In a sermon ti-

tled “The Imperfections of Human Knowledge,”
he preached, “The little which we do know of God
. . . we do not gather from any inward impression,
but gradually acquire from without. . . . A thou-
sand circumstances attended the process of our
conviction which we do not comprehend.” In that
sermon, Wesley wonders why one person may
come to Christ “as soon as he calls upon God,”
while “another seeks after him, and, it seems,
with the same degree of sincerity and earnest-
ness, and yet cannot find him . . . for weeks, or
months, or years. We know well this cannot pos-
sibly be owing to any absolute decree, consigning
one before he was born to everlasting glory, and
the other to everlasting fire; but we do not know
what is the reason for it: It is enough that God
knoweth.”

In the 13 years before Aldersgate, Wesley read
widely and deeply, led the Oxford Methodists (or
“Holy Club”), taught at Lincoln College, served as
a missionary to the Native Americans in Georgia,
and preached every week. In an early sermon, he
insisted that salvation does not come from “bap-
tism, or any other outward form, but a right state
of soul, a mind and spirit renewed after the
image of Him that created it.” He defined faith as
“the surest light of them that are in darkness.”

However, as Richard Heitzenrater teaches us,
“measuring a right state of soul and testing a re-
newed spirit presented a challenge” for Wesley.

In 1735, he accepted Governor James
Oglethorpe’s invitation to come to Georgia as
parish priest in Savannah and missionary to the
“Indians.” Of this he wrote, “My chief motive is
the hope of saving my own soul. I hope to learn
the true sense of the Gospel by preaching it to the

heathen. . . . I cannot hope to attain the same de-
gree of holiness [in England] which I may there.”

We know that from the storm at sea en route
to Georgia until the summer of 1740, Wesley’s
major spiritual mentors were Moravians. All the
time he was in Georgia, he visited with them reg-
ularly and they interrogated him severely about
his lack of faith. In his Anglican heritage, one
could have “weak faith” or “strong faith”; but the
Moravians rejected the notion of degrees of faith
and placed no value on simply doing your best.
As it did for Wesley, this knocks the props from
under the “Christian walk” that many of us take
today—activity in church, some modicum of
personal morality, random acts of kindness, and
living at peace with our neighbor. In some way,
surely, we can all identify with Wesley’s predica-
ment.

Combined with his issues as a parish priest
and the Sophia Hopkey matter, the Moravian tu-
tors had Wesley in a terrible state of discourage-
ment, despondency and spiritual confusion. He
left Savannah and on Christmas Eve of 1737,
sailed out of Charleston Harbor and returned to
England.

In still another column, we will track Wesley’s
journey through the hard winter to Aldersgate on
May 24, 1738, his summer with the Moravians in
Germany, and his response to George Whitefield’s
invitation to preach in the fields. There is so
much in Wesley’s story that can be our teacher
today.

Dr. Haynes, a retired UM clergyman, is the
author of On the Threshold of Grace:
Methodist Fundamentals. Email:
dhaynes11@triad.rr.com.
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� STORM Continued from page 1B

Outreach.

How do you reach out to the people in your 
church and the surrounding neighborhood this 
Advent Season? Create customized products 
that encourage return visits, thank volunteers, 
and connect your church directly with children, 
youth and families. Let the creative team at 
UMR Communications help you

CONNECT. effectively. 
ad vent .umr.o rg   |   214 -389 -7468

Here are a few suggestions:

 Postcard Invitations
 Customized Calendars
 Bookmarks
 Christmas Cards
 Notepads

dents were also without power, and
getting it restored was expected to
take up to a week. Conference staffers
relocated the conference’s computer
servers offsite, so that churches and
volunteers could share information
via the conference website.  

As of Nov. 1, the conference was
still assessing damage to UM churches
in New Jersey. St. Peter’s UMC in
Ocean City, for one, had extensive
flooding. Bishop Schol reported that
the Cape Atlantic, Northern Shore and
Gateway North districts, along the Jer-
sey Shore, were hard hit.   

He urged church members to
check on their neighbors and to vol-
unteer as they are able. He also
praised churches in the area that pro-
vided shelter and hot meals to those
without power. 

“These laity and clergy became the
heart, the mind and the door to
Christ,” he said.

United Methodist-related Drew
University in Madison, N.J., was also
without power and closed until Nov. 5.
The United Methodist Archives and
History Center is housed there, but es-
caped damage, according to Robert
Williams, top executive of the denom-
ination’s General Commission on
Archives and History. Nearby
Chatham Church opened up as a shel-
ter for 100 Drew students who were
unable to travel home for the shut-
down.  The students received hot
meals, a place to sleep and electricity
to charge their electronics.

‘Major hits’
In New York City, flooding shut

down the mass transit system and left
hundreds of thousands without
power. Joseph Ewoodzie, disaster re-
sponse coordinator for the New York
Conference, sent out a call on Nov. 1
for volunteers within the conference
to help with cleanup and distribution
of flood buckets.

“We don’t have the logistics to host
any volunteers coming out of the state
at the moment,” he said.  

Mr. Ewoodzie reported that Com-
munity UMC in Massapequa, near the

south shore of Long Island, had sus-
tained damage from a falling tree; the
conference had dispatched a crew to
remove the tree.

Some denominational agencies are
based in New York City, including the
General Board of Global Ministries
and the United Methodist Women, but
early reports indicated their offices
had escaped major damage.

John Street United Methodist
Church, a New York landmark, was
also “safe and sound,” according to the
Rev. Jason Radmacher, the church’s
pastor. The day after the storm, Tues-
day, Oct. 30, marked the 244th an-
niversary of the first worship service
at the church’s present location in
Lower Manhattan.  

Snowed in
Water deluged homes, subways

and city streets on the East Coast, but
in West Virginia, the problem was
snow. The superstorm dumped several
inches, making roads impassable in
some parts of the state.

“It never snows in October,” said
Laura Allen, conference communica-
tor. “We’ve got some stressed areas
here.”

At least three United Methodist
churches responded by opening their
doors as shelters. When the power
went out in Sissonville, W.Va., at the
request of state officials, Aldersgate
UMC opened to serve meals and pro-
vide cots and recharging stations.

“Fifteen American Electric Power
workers stayed there last night be-
cause they had nowhere to stay,” said
Ms. Allen on Oct. 31. “Aldersgate is lo-
cated in a community where there is
literally no other shelter resource.”

Stepping up
Across the connection, United

Methodists began to offer support to
those affected by the storm, with
prayers, money, supplies and volun-
teers.

As of Oct. 31, UMCOR had issued
five $10,000 emergency grants to the
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference,
Greater New Jersey Conference, New
York Conference, New York Disaster
Interfaith Services, and the North Car-
olina Conference. Nationwide,
UMCOR had 11,000 cleaning buckets
and 150,000 health kits ready to de-
liver to people in Sandy’s path.

Leaders in annual conferences
around the U.S. also weighed in with
words of support and calls for prayers
for those affected by Sandy.

“Disasters of this scale have a
unique way of uniting people who
often are divided by ideology, religion,
ethnicity, region or political views,”
Bishop Gary Mueller of the Arkansas
Conference said in a statement. “I have
already seen evidence of this coopera-
tive spirit, and pray that it will con-

tinue after the cleanup has been com-
pleted.”

In an online letter, Bishop Mark J.
Webb of the Upper New York area
noted that many there were still recov-
ering from Hurricane Irene and Tropi-
cal Storm Lee in 2011.

“The physical damage and emo-
tional trauma of these kinds of storms
are very real,” he wrote.

Bishop Martin McLee had been
confirmed as the new bishop of the
New York Annual Conference in a
service just days before the storm. In
one of his first acts as bishop, he is-
sued a letter to members of the con-
ference.

“In the midst of the devastation of
Hurricane Sandy we can report that
God is still good,” he said.

Caribbean relief
Even as the U.S. reeled from the

storm, Haiti and other Caribbean
countries in the storm’s path were also
struggling to recover. The United
Methodist Church was helping to meet
the needs of storm survivors in Haiti,
where Hurricane Sandy killed 51 peo-
ple.

Because of UMCOR’s support and
emphasis on disaster preparedness,
response in Haiti was strengthened,
reported Elizabeth Petheo, head of

UMCOR’s mission in Haiti. “I think or-
ganizations based in heavily affected
areas were able to respond with what
they had on hand—which is good
news that preparedness planning is
helping to mitigate some of the storm
effects,” she said.

But needs in Haiti—as well as in
Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Bahamas and
Jamaica—are serious and ongoing.

Mike Selleck, director of connec-
tional ministries for the North Geor-
gia Conference, said his conference
was likely to deploy its first Hurricane

Sandy recovery team to the Bahamas.
The conference has a relationship with
the Bahamas Methodist Church.

United Methodists in Georgia, he
added, are ready for the heavy work of
cleaning up after a flood.

“We’ll be there for the next 10
years or whatever it takes,” he said.
“We’re the long-haul denomination.”

The Reporter’s Mary Jacobs
reported and wrote this story,
with significant contributions from
Susan Kim, a journalist and regular
contributor to www.umcor.org.

How to Help
To help bring hope to those
in Hurricane Sandy’s path,
consider donating to
UMCOR U.S. Disaster
Response, Hurricanes 2012,
Advance #3021787.

To donate through your
church, make check payable
to your church and write
“Hurricanes 2012” in memo
line.

You can also text the word
RESPONSE to 80888 to give
an immediate $10 donation.

PHOTO BY LINDA UNGER/UMCOR

Hurricane Sandy’s high winds uprooted trees, destroying cars,
tearing down power lines and damaging apartment buildings in the
Bronx in New York.
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