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A few years ago I lost my Aunt Marilyn. She hadn’t died; I just couldn’t 
find her. In the preceding five years, nine of my aunts and uncles had 

died, so I really needed to keep track of the few that I had left. I was in St. 
Louis, and had my boys with me, so I thought I should take advantage of 
the opportunity to stop by Marilyn’s for a visit. So I gave her a call. But 
what I got was an answering machine that was full and couldn’t accept 
anymore messages. 
 This worried me, so I called my mother. She told me that Marilyn had 
fallen recently, had to go the hospital, and was then discharged to a nursing 
home. She didn’t know which one. I checked with my Mom’s brother, and 
he didn’t know which nursing home, either. Both live far from St. Louis, and 
since the nursing home stay was to be temporary, hadn’t kept good track of 
the address. 
 This meant Aunt Marilyn was “off the grid” so to speak. There are a lot 
of nursing homes in St. Louis. There was no way I could call all of them 
looking for her. She was lost. 
 Then I happened to think of her church. I was making a stop at the 
district office, so I called Marilyn’s home church. With only one transfer of 
the call, they connected me with a person who knew which nursing home she 
was in, her room number, and could even give me directions to there from 
where I was. When I walked into Marilyn’s room, she smiled and greeted me 
casually, as if I was expected. She had no idea she’d been lost to me. 
 The interesting part about this story is my Aunt Marilyn’s church was 
Manchester UMC. For those of you who haven’t had the pleasure of visiting 
Manchester UMC, I should tell you that it’s big. It is 3,500 members, 1,500 
attendance and a $400,000 apportionment big, big.  
 One might think that a church that enormous would have become an 
institutional bureaucracy that has lost track of individuals and just serves the 
masses. Yet it was doing a better job of keeping up with its ever-changing 
family than I was doing of keeping up with the rapidly shrinking family of 
my own.
 Aunt Marilyn did pass on a few years later. The Rev. Carl Schenck lead a 
funeral as personal as any I’ve ever been to. 
 Most of our churches, from small to large, do a good job of fostering a 
sense of family within the congregation. It is my hope this publication and 
the other communication efforts of the Missouri Conference will help foster 
a sense of our family connection to not only the other  United Methodist 
Church just down road, but also the 850 other United Methodist Churches 
in all parts of our state. 
 We update the subscription list for this publication twice a year, in 
January and July. Both clergy and select leadership positions automatically 
receive a subscription, so if you relinquished your leadership position to 
someone else at the end of 2013, your subscription may abruptly stop. 
But you can continue reading The Missouri Methodists every month. For 
instructions on how to do this, please see page 25. 
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“I started going to the YMCA about four months 
ago, and asked them what I could do to prepare,” 
Rawley, pastor of Rogersville UMC, said on the day 
of his event. 
 They were helpful at the Y, and put Rawley on 
a regime of core-strengthening exercises, had him 
bouncing an eight-pound medicine ball off the wall, 
and taught him how to use his legs more when he 
shot, rather than just his arms. 
 “It’s such a joy to be part of this, and to have the 
robust health to be able to do it,” said Rawley, who 
is 69 years old. Rawley got the idea from his friend 
Bruce Davis, the former pastor of Campbell UMC 
who now serves in Nebraska. 
 “I’ve been so blessed in my life,” Rawley said. 
“My grandchildren are healthy. I want children in 
Africa to have that same chance.” 
 The link between basketball and malaria goes 
back to the Nothing But Nets campaign, when 
Sports Illustrated columnist Rick Reilly wrote 
about how nets, like basketball and soccer nets, are 
used for sports, and people should come together to 
provide mosquito nets for Africa. 
 Rawley’s event was much more than an awareness 
event or a fundraiser, it was an educational 
experience for the children of Rogersville. Rawley 
took his shots in the gym all day, while all of the 
students of the Logan-Rogersville Upper Elementary 
School rotated through stations in small groups.
 At the first station Rev. Kim Polchow, the pastor 
of Bois D’Arc and district coordinator for Imagine 
No Malaria, mentioned how she slept under a bed 
net while in China. At her station she showed a 
clip from the Discovery Channel show, “Monsters 
Inside of Me,” that explained the science behind 
how malaria attacks the body. The standard Imagine 

No Malaria materials couldn’t be used, because 
they were in a public school and the presentations 
couldn’t come from a church. 
 “It was a little touchy. We celebrated our partners 
in Imagine No Malaria as we proposed this. We 
couldn’t come here as United Methodist pastors,” she 
said. Rawley was acquainted with the superintendent 
of schools, which helped during the initial proposal. 
 The next stop was in the gym with Rawley as 
he took his shots. As each new group of children 
came in, Rawley spoke to them about the cause, and 
told them that they are an important part of the 
team, because they retrieve his shots and keep him 
supplied with balls, so he’s not spending time and 
energy chasing basketballs around the gymnasium. 
 “I couldn’t do it without you,” he said. 
 But each time before he took his first shot, 
he introduced the children to his counter, Bruce 
Williams, a volunteer from Campbell UMC in 
Springfield. Rawley told them how Williams was 
a navigator in the Air Force and had flown 3,600 
hours, and was injured in a crash landing. Being 
Veteran’s Day, the children shook his hand and 
thanked him for his service. 
 At the next station, a volunteer and a PE coach 
had the children making mosquitoes out of pipe 
cleaners, and then hanging them up on a net. 
 “I don’t know how I let her talk me into this,” 
Beverly Bunting, a volunteer from Bois D’Arc, said 
after she had helped a few hundred children make 
pipe-cleaner mosquitoes. 
 After this station the children were turned 
loose to shoot baskets on their own for a rotation. 
Finally, their last stop was with Christine Mhonda, 
a Missouri State University student from Zimbabwe.  
She showed a video about life in Africa, and invited 
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students to ask her questions about her life. Questions 
ranged from have you seen (an elephant/a lion) to do 
you have (ice cream/pizza).
 “I’m getting tired of talking, but it’s good,” she 
said at about 11 a.m. “The children are all so excited.”  
 Early in the day Rawley had made 147 out of 247, 
once making nine out of ten. After he had topped 
more than 500 shots, Williams noted that he had 
only had three “clunkers” that missed the rim. The 
children were attentive, but weren’t about to give 
Rawley a free pass. After he missed a few in row, 
one boy asked, “Are you trying hard?” He had an 
incentive to try hard. A couple of people had pledged 
to donate to Imagine No Malaria based on how many 
shots he made. 
 The effort of one shot after another took its toll. 
Rawley struggled to catch his breath and toweled 
off his head when he took a moment to answer a few 
questions from a local reporter. He would have been 
able to conserve more energy if he had been able to 
curb his enthusiasm a little. After every successful 
shot, he would shout “I made one, Bruce!” and then 
clap a couple of times. 
 Extra energy wasn’t needed, though. Rawley kept 
shooting all day. He had taken his 1,000 shots, but 

the children kept coming. “The good Lord kept me 
motivated,” Rawley said. He kept shooting so that all 
of the children could take part in the event. At the end 
of the day, he had shot 1,253 times, making 613. 
 Rawley wasn’t the only one who was exhausted. 
By lunch time all five stations were tired from 
dealing with a procession students. By the end of the 
day they had spoken to 550 students about malaria.
 Polchow said she appreciates having both Ozarks 
districts working together toward a common goal. 
“Cliff and I never knew each other before this, 
because he was Ozark South and I was Ozark 
North,” she said.  
 Rawley himself raised about $1,000 from 
sponsors for shooting more than a thousand shots. A 
couple weeks after the event, he received word from 
the school that the children had raised about $1,000 
for Imagine No Malaria on the own. He gets choked 
up just talking about it. 
 “God is so wonderful,” he said. “When I heard 
the news I got so excited that I just had to go down 
to the gym and shoot baskets for about 45 minutes.”

For more about Imagine No Malaria, go to www.
imaginenomalariamo.org. 

The link between basketball and malaria goes back to the 
Nothing But Nets campaign, when Sports Illustrated columnist 
Rick Reilly wrote about how nets, like basketball and soccer 
nets, are used for sports, and people should come together 
to provide mosquito nets for Africa.
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T here are a lot of different ways to go about 
preparing for Advent. This year Ashland 

UMC in the Midstate District kicked it off with a 
meal, and a way to keep it going at home. 
 After worship on November 24 the 
congregation had a potluck meal, and then each 
family made their own Advent Wreath. Pastor Jim 
Day value-shopped for the materials (plant stand 
from Lowe’s, oasis foam from Michael’s, candles 
from Hobby Lobby) and purchased devotional 
guides from Cokesbury. 
 “For the greenery I just asked everyone to 
bring their own, and we ended up with more than 
enough,” Day said, gesturing toward a large pile of 
cedar branches. “Families can use these at home 
around dinner time, following the devotion guides 
that we purchased from Cokesbury.” 
 This was the first year they made a church-
wide event out of the decorating process. Janet 
Dyer is usually part of getting the church ready 
for Advent. 
 “We always have a lot of helping hands here,” 
Dyer said. “Everyone is good to jump in and help.”
 Dyer is a founding member of Ashland UMC.
“When we moved here our church options were 
Baptist, Baptist or Baptist,” Dyer said. “I called 
the Conference and told them that Ashland is 
growing, and we need a Methodist Church here.” 
 Following the decorating, the church had a 
play practice for a December 15 Christmas play at 
the local school. During Wednesdays of Advent, 
the church broke from its Bible study to have 
contemplative worship services. 
 Ashland UMC has been averaging around 
90 in attendance. The sanctuary seats 110. The 
church is planning to launch a second service 
beginning in January, and is also considering a 
Saturday night coffee house time. 

For more on Ashland UMC, go to 
ashlandunitedmethodist.org. 
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H ue Parnell, pastor of 
Fairview UMC near 
Springfield, found 

the vessels being used by 
many churches to be lacking. 
When it comes time for the 
sacraments, some pastors are 
essentially using items from 
the kitchen. Some of the 
bowls being employed lack the 
beauty desired for the occasion. 
Sure, there are places to buy 
pottery for the sacraments, but 
Parnell found most of what he 
had seen either wasn’t of the 
quality he expected, or it was 
too expensive. 

 If Parnell sounds picky he 
has earned that right. He’s 
been throwing pots for about 
45 years.
 Parnell now makes 
communion sets, baptismal 
fonts, infant baptism bowls, 
foot washing bowls, and other 
items, and calls his business 
Faith Vessels, in addition to 
pottery he makes for other 
purposes through Parnell 
Studios. A full-time potter 
and a part-time pastor, Parnell 
has been part of the United 
Methodist Church for eight 
years. When he and his wife 

Marla got married they visited 
13 churches, and settled on 
Antioch UMC. 
 “I found the Methodist 
church aligned very well with 
my own beliefs,” he said. “And 
we really related to the people 
at Antioch, and liked the 
music there.”
 The United Methodist 
Church may have had an 
advantage when they went into 
the church-shopping process, 
though. Marla’s parents, 
Dale and Betty Dieck, were 
founding members of Wesley 
UMC in Springfield.

A full-time potter and part-time 
pastor, Parnell crafts pottery for 
sacred moments.
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 After leading a small group around Rick 
Warren’s A Purpose Driven Life, Parnell decided 
to pursue a call to ministry. He went to licensing 
school at Central Methodist University, and his first 
church was Yeakley Chapel.
 “I made lifelong friends through licensing school,” 
he said. “An important part of the process was 
connecting to others who were doing the same thing.”
 Parnell is currently enrolled in Perkins School of 
Theology at Southern Methodist University, and will 
be going back there next summer.
 He hasn’t always made pottery his full-time 
profession. He has four degrees, including a PhD in 
curriculum studies from Oklahoma State University, 
and has worked in many educational settings, from 
teaching through being a principal. 
 Parnell’s origins in pottery is a story unto itself. 
His father was serving in combat in a Korean war, 
and found a young boy hiding in a ditch. He was 
able to reunite the child with his family. The family 
became lifetime friends, and when the boy turned 
18 he came to the U.S. to serve in the Army under 
Parnell’s father’s command.
  While here, he asked Parnell’s father to teach 
him his side business, television repair. He agreed, 

but asked his young Korean friend to teach his son 
his trade, making pottery. 
 “I was 14 years old at the time,” he said. “He was 
from a potter’s family that had been making pottery 
for hundreds of years. They made things for everyday 
use that had to be kept very consistent in size to fit 
on the shelves. I still have a lot of Korean influence in 
my pottery.” 
 Parnell also went to college for ceramic studies, 
and traveled around the country, learning from the 
other potters whom he respected the most. 
 He feels his life experiences are all contributing 
well to his potter/pastor role. With Faith Vessels, he 
is making pottery from a pastor’s perspective. Bowls 
used for the intonation of ashes are appropriately 
sized and shaped to be held with one hand. Vessels 
for infant baptism are sometimes given to the 
parents as a keepsake for the occasion. 
 “We’ve sold to very small rural churches and to 
very large churches,” Parnell said. 
 Most people in the Missouri Conference have 
seen his work, though they may not know it. His 
pottery has been used for communion at the last few 
Annual Conference sessions, and he sets up shop in 
the exhibit area as a vendor.

For more on Faith Vessels, visit www.faithvessels.com



Church @ the Center in Springfield is a faith 
community centered on new generations of non-
religious people finding life change through following 

Jesus Christ. It’s a missional church, very focused on being 
in ministry with the community right outside of its door. 
It’s new, and it’s trying to be the living manifestation of the 
ideals that other United Methodist Churches are expressing 
across the connection. 
 The United Methodist Church is exploring new and 
creative ways for launching new churches. Church @ the 
Center is a “Church within a church” model, and is part 
of Schweitzer UMC. Schweitzer UMC has been in very 
active ministry to impoverished people for years, taking its 
food pantry ministry so far as installing a walk-in cooler 
and purchasing a box truck for food pick-ups. But the 
church had not been very successful in making outreach an 
effective component of its ministries of mercy. When the 
church recently participated in the Healthy Church Initiative 
process, this gap was highlighted. 
 Mark McKnelly, pastor charged with launching Church 
@ the Center, understands that some people who have been 
trapped in a cycle of poverty may enter into the church 
culture with a consumer mentality, focused on what the 
church can provide to them. He tries to address that at the 
beginning, teaching that being part of a church is about 
putting yourself forward to meet the needs of others. 
 “We’re not buying into the myth that the poor have 
nothing to offer. We’re doing ministry together,” McKnelly 
said. Schweitzer has taken the book Toxic Charity (see page 24 
of the November issue of The Missouri Methodists) and When 
Helping Hurts to heart. 
 “We’re trying to be in service with, not to, the 
community,” McKnelly said. “We’ve seen the effects of doing 
it the other way. It’s hard to overturn that mindset and shake 
the old paradigm – on both sides. We want to be part of a 
process that is more transformational. “
 Church@ the Center launched on October 20. The first 
sermon series was on five things that aren’t found in the 
Bible. The church has been averaging close to 100 adults, 
and about 40 children at their regular Sunday night worship 
service. Fewer than 15 are part of the core group of about 25 
Schweitzer UMC members who began working on forming 
the church a year ago. It has had five baptisms, four of which 
were professions of faith. 
 “In Springfield most people have been to church at some 
point, but a lot of the people we are reaching are coming back 
to church after a long time away,” he said. 
 Midweek the church has a gathering where they all come 
together for a short fellowship time, then split into one of 
three groups in the categories of Bible study, life skills classes 
and a recovery group for people who have problems with 

Church
@ the 
Center
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addiction. “Sometimes people come for a meal, and 
they find faith,” McKnelly said. 
  Once a month the Church @ the Center does 
a service or outreach event instead of worship. But 
McKnelly has found that he is corrected when he says 
“instead.” “People have told me that from what they’ve 
been learning here, they now see that being in service to 
others is a form of worshipping God,” McKnelly said. 
 The church recently had a dinner and a movie night, 
and all of the regulars were told that they would not 
be let in the door unless they were bringing a guest. “I 
wanted this to be an outreach event, not a fellowship 
event that we’re doing for ourselves,” McKnelly said. 
The church has also offered childcare so parents can 
have a date night. Some people who first came to 
the church for that reason have now become regular 
attendees. McKnelly estimates about 75 percent of the 
congregation is from the neighborhood surrounding 
the church. He’s mailed postcards to the surrounding 
neighborhood to promote the events, and has done 
door-to-door canvassing. 
 “Most of the people showing up here heard about 
us through word of mouth,” McKnelly said. Many 
of the new people have been more proactive about 
bringing guests than the original launch team. Some 
people who have been Schweitzer members for years 
have told McKnelly that their friends are already church 
members. “If you don’t know people who aren’t already 
going to church, that’s a problem,” he said. “Jesus hung 
out with people who were outside of the church.” 

 Laura Brandt started going to Schweitzer UMC 
with her mother and sister about a year and half ago, 
after moving to Springfield from St. Louis. Soon she 
was volunteering at Schweitzer’s food pantry, and she 
was on-board with the Church @ the Center from the 
beginning.
 “I thought a missional church like this is where I 
need to be,” she said. “Here we get down to the bare 
bones of what Christianity is meant to be. There’s a 
lot of need, and a lot of pain, among us. Maybe it’s 
everywhere, but here it isn’t hidden behind nice clothes 
or shiny cars – it’s all out there. A lot of what happens 
here is person-to-person support.” 
 There’s a very warm feel among the regulars, with 
a real family-like atmosphere. People greet each other 
with hugs. Some of them have their struggles, but they 
are still accepted. Once bounty hunters showed up at 
a service, looking for one of the people there who had 
missed his court date. They waited until after the service 
was over, then took him into custody. A few months 
later when he got out of jail, he was back at the church 
for their mid-week service. He was welcomed back 
warmly with hugs and pats on the back. It wasn’t easy 
for him, but everyone there made an effort to reach out 
to him. 

For more on Church @ the Center, go to http://www.
centeredonchange.com. Church @ the Center is funded 
in part by the new church start fund of the Missouri 
Conference Congregational Development Team.

“Here we get down to the bare bones of what Christianity is meant to be. There’s a lot of need, and 
a lot of pain, among us. Maybe it’s everywhere, but here it isn’t hidden behind nice clothes or shiny 
cars – it’s all out there. A lot of what happens here is person-to-person support.” LAURA BRANDT
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Speaker after speaker told the 
429 young adults gathered to 
explore ordained ministry in 

The United Methodist Church that 
God is calling them to go change 
the world and the church. 
  “This is not your momma 
and daddy’s church. We have to 
be about making disciples, not 
members,” Bishop Cynthia Fierro 

Harvey told those attending 
Exploration 2013 in Denver, Colo.
 Harvey, the episcopal leader of 
the Louisiana Conference, asked 
the diverse group—27 percent of 
young adults were racial-ethnic—
what would happen if “we stopped 
worrying about saving the church 
and focused on saving souls?” “I 
want you to be unleashed by the 

Spirit to listen to where God might 
be calling you. I’d love to see 
you all discern a call to ordained 
ministry, but I know discerning 
a call to lay ministry is equally 
important,” Harvey said during 
her sermon at Saturday night’s 
commitment service. 
 “All God wants or needs is for 
you to be the best YOU that you 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey prays with 
young adults who are considering God’s 
call to ordained ministry. Harvey preached 
during Saturday night’s commitment 
service at Exploration 2013 in Denver, Colo. 
Photo by Vicki Brown.

Diverse Group 
of Young Adults 
Considers God’s Call 
to Ordained Ministry
BY VICKI BROWN
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can be,” she said. “Listen. God might 
just be calling your name.”
 The Nov. 15-17 event, sponsored 
by the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry, aims to 
help young adults hear, discern, and 
respond to God’s call to ordained 
ministry and to explore their gifts 
for service as a deacon or elder in 
the UMC. Total attendance was 676 
individuals, including chaperones, 
workshop leaders, speakers, and 
members of the planning team. 
 The Rev. April Casperson, co-chair 
of the team that plans Exploration, 
said she thinks those who attended 
Exploration 2013 came from more 
diverse locations than in years past. 

Casperson, who is also director of 
Enrollment Management and 
Scholarship Development at 
Methodist Theological School 
in Ohio, said she would guess 
that undergraduate colleges and 
universities, as well as seminaries, 

are becoming more diverse.
 “This means good things for 
the church. It is important 

to have leaders who can serve 
in different ministry contexts,” 

Casperson said.
  Bishop Harvey, who attended 

a late-night gathering for young adults 
who self-identify as people of color to 
discuss issues they face in the UMC, 
said growing up in a barrio allowed 
her to keep a foot in two worlds. She 

told the group that she thinks they 
are uniquely placed to lead the 

church. “Most of you speak 
more than one language; 
you have an ability to keep 
a foot in both worlds. You 
are the best hope we have. 
If we can’t do it with you, 
we’ll never do it,” said 
Harvey, who is the first 
Latina bishop elected 

in the Southeastern Jurisdiction. 
Worship, small groups, and workshops 
were all aimed at answering questions 
young adults have about how God is 
calling them and what steps to take.
 Sarah Craven, a pastoral intern at 
two United Methodist churches in 
Missouri, said she learned more about 
her options at Exploration. “I come 
from a small town, and I didn’t even 
know what a deacon was. I thought 
pastor was the only option you had.”
 The Rev. Jorge Acevedo, lead pastor 
of Grace Church – a multi-site UMC 
congregation in southwest Florida – 
warned young adults that family and 
friends will question the choice to go 
into ministry. “They’ll tell you that you 
won’t make any money. They’ll tell you 
ministry is hard, and God won’t take 
care of you,” he said.
 “But I’m telling you that for every 
heartache, God will give you 10 
explosions of joy. . . . If God has called 
you into ministry, you will be miserable 
until you say yes,” Acevedo said. 
 He told the group that Jesus’ favorite 
word was go. “If you follow Jesus, 
you are supposed to teach and make 
disciples. It doesn’t matter how many 
your church seats; it matters how many 
you send,” he said.
 The Rev. Eric Huffman, who with 
his wife and co-pastor leads a multi-
site faith community of about 500 in 
Kansas City, urged the young adults 
to be utterly reliant on Jesus and said 
ministry is a “glorious and joyous” life. 
 “I know you are being called to do 
great things, but don’t let it go to your 
head. My prayer is that you spend the 
rest of your life pointing people toward 
the only shepherd, Jesus Christ.”

Brown is associate editor and writer, 
Office of Interpretation, General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry.

“I know you are 
being called to 
do great things, 
but don’t let it go 
to your head. My 
prayer is that you 
spend the rest of 
your life pointing 
people toward the 
only shepherd, 
Jesus Christ.” 
ERIC HUFFMAN
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How can I get the most mileage 
from a tweet? 
For many people, Twitter has become 

their first stop for breaking news. To make your 
tweet stand out among the billions sent each day, it 
is important that your tweets are fresh and topical. 
There is little point retweeting stale “news.” Stay on 
the hot topic and add your own insight.

About what should I tweet? 
Tweet content that has value to users, such 
as personal and professional insights or 

original content. If you have links to new articles 
on living like Christ, an upcoming church activity, 
a blog post you’ve authored, an answered prayer or a 
mobile photo, you may generate interest.

How can I use #hashtags?
You have seen tweets that include four 
different hashtags. For many Twitter users, 

this is an annoyance. The true value of hashtags 
is that they enable both your followers and the 
hashtag’s followers to see your updates. Visit www.
tagdef.com, which defines trending hashtags and 
allows individuals to add their own.

What is a tweetchat?
A tweetchat is an effective, low-cost way 
of attracting new followers to your Twitter 

account. A tweetchat is a prearranged chat that 
happens through tweets that include a predefined 
hashtag to link those tweets in a virtual conversation. 
If you are new to tweetchat, observe a few chats 
to see how they work. Check out #dreamumc and 
#10foldumc.

How can I use Twitter to best 
promote my offline/online events?
First, create a volunteer team to manage 

your social media campaigns. Next, while still in 
the planning stage, decide on a hashtag that best 
relates to your event — either the name (if it is 
short) or an acronym (if it is long). Use this hashtag 
on all marketing materials about your event. Most 
importantly, tweet the hashtag from your Twitter 
account in the days leading up to the actual event. 
Be sure to follow anyone who engages with you 
on Twitter and expresses interest in the event. If 
possible, use live tweeting during the actual event.

01

0202

03

04

05
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How can I encourage conversation?
Twitter provides a stream of commentary 
and conversation about anything and 

everything. When conversations are tagged with an 
appropriate hashtag, Twitter users from all over the 
world can join in. In addition to text tweets, photos 
(via Twitpic or Instagram) can be just as powerful in 
engaging dialogue. Ask questions and add layers of 
discussion with your followers.

What should I avoid when tweeting?
Keeping your tweets succinct and to the 
point will go a long way toward getting 

them noticed. Avoid superlatives as much as possible. 
Consider keyword optimizing your tweets so that 
those interested in a specific term will discover them.

What can I do if someone hijacks  
my Twitter account?
The easiest way to combat hijackers is to 

link your Twitter handle to your website, and vice 
versa. This is called a “cross-link” and confirms 
to Twitter that the account is official. Be sure to 
be active on Twitter or else your account is more 
vulnerable. If you only check your account once a 
month, just deactivate your account until you have 
time to manage social media. If someone does hijack 
your account, go to the Twitter Help Center.

How can I “untweet” a tweet?
Twitter is essentially the same as a written 
conversation with the entire world. Once 

you post a tweet, it is out in cyberspace forever. 
Watch what you post. Even though you can delete 
a tweet, it remains in RSS feeds, caches and other 
exports avenues like Facebook.

Who should tweet for our church?
How often will you tweet? What will you 
say? Who will say it? How will you become 

part of the conversation? Whatever you decide, 
it’s best to have a social media policy with official 
guidelines outlining best practices as well as the dos 
and don’ts of what tweeters can say. Represent your 
church in a positive light and make sure your tweets 
reflect your overall communications strategy.

BY TRACEY WOOD | UNITED METHODIST COMMUNICATIONS

Twitter is akin to a worldwide party to which everyone received an 
invitation. Read answers to 10 of the top questions people ask about 
this great social media tool.

Editor’s Note: 
It is with great 
sorrow that we 
share with you 
the death of 
MyCom writer 
Tracy Wood, on 
Nov. 1, 2013.
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I
t has been said that for all of John Wesley’s impact 
in his own day and ours, it is the words of his 
younger brother Charles that are more familiar to 
Christians throughout the world. This is because 

we sing so many of them in worship. Of the over 
6,500 hymns he penned, one of the best-known is 
the great Christmas hymn, “Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing,” written in 1739.
 Charles Wesley did not write those familiar opening 
words, however. What he wrote was this: “Hark how 
all the welken rings, glory to the King of Kings.”  
“Welken,” a now obsolete word, means “heaven’s 
expanse.” Charles wanted to say that the entirety of 
heaven rang out in praise at the birth of Jesus.
 It was George Whitefield, friend to the Wesley 
brothers (and sometimes theological adversary), who 
in 1753 wrote the words we sing today. Without 
Whitefield’s artful changing of the opening line this 
great hymn might have been lost to future generations.
 We sing the hymn with joy, but do we give 
attention to the words? The first verse, the most 
familiar, proclaims the meaning of this birth: 
“God and sinners reconciled.” Through the birth 
of this child God is bringing about a salvation that 
we who had turned from God could not ourselves 
accomplish. Through Jesus our sins are forgiven and 
we are drawn back to a relationship with this God 
who loves us, even to the point of death on a cross for 
our salvation.
 The second verse describes the manner in 
which God acts: Christ, the everlasting Lord, is 
the offspring of the virgin’s womb. In Jesus God 
has become human: “Veiled in flesh the Godhead 

see; hail th’ incarnate deity.” In Jesus, God now is 
“pleased with us in flesh to dwell.” And coming to 
live among us, Jesus is truly “our Emmanuel,” which 
means “God with us.”
 Why has the immortal God taken on mortal 
flesh? Why does God become open to feel what we 
feel, suffer what we suffer, know both human joy 
and human sorrow, and die on a cross? It was, said 
Charles in verse three, to bring “light and life to all.” 
God “lays his glory by” and is “born that we no more 
may die.” Indeed Christ is “born to raise us from the 
earth, born to give us second birth.”
 Jesus was not only born in Bethlehem. Jesus can 
also be born in every person’s heart. The same love 
he showed in his life and death as he lived among us 
can also dwell in us as well, becoming the wellspring 
of our desire and the motivation of our actions. This 
is what it means to have a second birth: through the 
Holy Spirit the love of Christ enters our hearts and 
governs our lives. It is as we begin to embody God’s 
love in the world that the angelic promise of peace 
and goodwill on earth is increasingly and abundantly 
fulfilled.

Hal Knight is a Missouri 
Conference Elder and a professor 
of Wesleyan Studies at Saint 
Paul School of Theology.

BY HAL KNIGHT
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J ohn Wesley taught that in order to live a productive, 
happy and satisfying life one should first, “Work hard 

and make as much as you can, being careful to harm no 
one.” Second, “Live thriftily and save all you can.” Third, 
“Give all you can to those less fortunate.” 
 Herbert and Doris Sauer of Colombia, now deceased, 
lived by that rule and I write to tell you the story of their 
amazing contributions to the work of the Kingdom of 
God on Earth. When Barbara and I moved back to 
Missouri in 1965, it was our good fortune to meet and 
become friends with the Sauers. I had started the Office 
of Creative Ministries (OCM) and we were developing 
humanitarian work across Missouri and around the globe. 
 After observing that work, the Sauers came to me and 
said, “We know how to make money, and you know how 
to spend it to get the most from it. We want you to be our 
mission broker. Tell us where the greatest needs are and 
how we can use our dollars to help.” 
 That began an amazing journey. I reported often to 
the Sauers concerning the opportunities for mission that 
OCM developed. Through their hard work, simplicity of 
living, and skills in investment, they were able to choose 
and support projects of their special interest such as rural 
health care and creative projects of all kinds. Locally they 
focused on the peace movement, nursing care, animal 
care, and civil rights. They were always interested in 
helping where the needs were the greatest and in ways 
that were simple and productive. 
 As I skim through old files, I see memos telling 
of their building a simple medical clinic for the 
Guayami Indians in Costa Rica, and a swinging foot 
bridge across the river at the foot of their mountain. 
They helped purchase a plot of land for a school in 
Guatemala so the children could raise garlic to help 
support the school. They supported four doctors of 
Rainbow Network in Nicaragua, and helped develop 
the TRAG (Transportation Agriculture) Project and 
sent those vehicles around the world. PET (Personal 

Energy Transportation) Project received their early and 
continuous support. They sent sewing machines to Russia 
and Zambia and farm tools to Zaire. And that is only a 
very small account of the giving the Sauers did. 
 As time passed the Sauers began to focus on two 
mission projects – Rainbow Network and PET- feeling 
that both were a most effective response to basic human 
needs. In 2002 they provided the funds for the building 
of an entire village of 20 homes in Nicaragua, called 
“Colonia la Paz”, the Village of Peace. Three Sauer 
children, Charles Sauer, Dr. Lucy Sauer, and grand-
daughter Hannah, have been much involved in the 
mission work, and all have visited that village. 
 At the October 2013 board meeting of Rainbow 
Network, Dr. Lucy Sauer received a special appreciation 
award on the Sauer’s behalf. The report was also made 
that the residents of those 20 homes had totally repaid the 
cost of the houses, with that money going to build more 
houses. I have visited that village and it is a lovely tribute 
to those followers of the principles of Wesley. 
 My own life and the lives of many of the less fortunate 
in the world have been richly blessed by those dear friends 
who chose to follow the wisdom of John Wesley. Try it! 
 The Rainbow Network is an interfaith missions 
origination founded in 1995 by businessman and hotelier 
Keith Jaspers. Since its founding, The Rainbow Network 
has served millions of meals, educated thousands of 
children, built hundreds of houses and provided health 
care to the neediest in rural Nicaragua. The mission, 
“Sharing in the love of Jesus Christ by partnering with 
Nicaragua’s poorest people in healthcare, education, 
economic development, and housing” is lived out each day 
in the work of the Rainbow Network. The organization’s 
United States offices are based in Springfield, Missouri. 

To learn more about The Rainbow Network visit www.
RainbowNetwork.org, or call (417) 889-8088. 

Walking in John 
Wesley’s Footprints

BY MEL WEST



W elcome to 2014! 
Now what? 

Well this just might 
be the year for you and 
your church to take 
leadership development 
up to the next level. 
 We read in Romans 

12 that leadership is one of the spiritual gifts. 
Do you have this gift from God? How many 
others in your church have this gift? As with 
all the other spiritual gifts…”Do not neglect 
the spiritual gift in you…” (1 Timothy 4:14a)  
 What is the gift of leadership you ask? 
Many resources define it as, “the God given 
ability to lead people to accomplish God’s 
vision and goals.” While all churches have 
the same mission, “to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world” 
[see Matthew 28:19-20], the vision and thus 
goals in each church will be different and 
unique. As leaders in the church, our focus 
should be on equipping and empowering the 
congregation to accomplish God’s mission, 
vision and goals. 
 For example, the Lay Ministry team 
for the Missouri UMC annual conference 
has as its vision, “Spiritually engaged 
laity partnering with pastors in leading 
congregations to fruitfulness in our mission: 
making disciples of Jesus Christ!” So our 
goals involve partnering with churches, 

pastors and local church leaders to help you 
make disciples and grow God’s Kingdom. 
 The following are some practical ways for 
you and your church to develop and grow 
leaders in your congregation. Don’t try to 
do all of them! Pick one or two and focus on 
getting them going first, then begin to add 
others as needed. Of course, this list is far 
from complete…but hopefully it will get you 
thinking and the leaders in your church will 
be able to come up with more of your own. 

LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETINGS
Spend the first third of your sessions focused 
on discipleship and leadership development. 
For even more effect, combine the two. Share 
some key scripture verses and connect them to 
leadership topics such as dealing with conflict, 
accountability, mission and vision, setting 
goals, or others. 

STUDY A BOOK TOGETHER 
Gather some of your leaders each month 
and read a few books. Be sure you are 
making this more than just a “book review” 
by looking for ways to use what you are 
learning in your church. Here are a few 
suggestions to get you started: Leadership 
Axioms by Bill Hybels, The Healthy Small 
Church by Dennis Bickers, Bearing Fruit by 
Weems and Berlin, Start This Stop That by 
Jim and Jennifer Cowart. 

BY KEN WILLARD
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LAY LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
Contact your district lay leader and get your 
team signed up for the next session in your 
area. Spend the time between now and the 
start of the next session focused on some of 
the other items listed here. 

LAY SERVANT COURSES
Get your team signed up for some courses 
by contacting your district director of Lay 
Servant Ministries. The Basic course is a 
great place to start…but then you can take 
some of the advance courses. Don’t focus on 
“certification” or titles – keep the focus on 
developing as leaders. 
 Not sure who your district lay leader or 
director of lay servant ministries is? Want 
to know more about these areas? Please visit 
the conference website: moumethodist.org > 
Quick Links > Laity Leadership; or contact 
your local district office. 

LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP 
Bring in a trained consultant or facilitator 
to lead your team through a workshop on 
a specific leadership topic. This is a great 
way to invest in your leaders and to make it 
more personal to your situation and mission 
field. 

ATTEND AN EVENT 
Take your leaders to an event designed 
to strengthen and grow leadership skills. 

Two examples are the annual Willow 
Creek Leadership Summit in August and 
the Church of the Resurrection annual 
Leadership Institute. [The time you get to 
spend together in the car and at the event 
may turn out to be the biggest win!]

LEADERSHIP RETREAT
Set up a one or two day off-site at least once 
a year for your whole leadership team. Many 
churches will bring in a trained facilitator 
and focus on strategic ministry planning for 
the year. This can also be a great time for 
team building when you have new members.  
Getting away from the church building 
changes the event and will allow your leaders 
to focus more on themselves and the team. 

PARTNER CHURCH
Connect with another local church in 
your area (not necessarily Methodist) and 
bring your leaders together. Leaders learn 
best from other leaders. Find a way to get 
the groups together on a project or event. 
Get them in a place where they can be 
comfortable asking each other questions 
and sharing. 
 Make this the year you take leadership 
in your church to the next level. Invest in 
your leaders and God will multiply that for 
His glory and to grow the Kingdom in your 
mission field.

“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety 
of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.” 

– 1 Peter 4:10
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W ell, here it is. 2014. Another 
year in the books. If you’re 

anything like me, you’re probably 
still a bit out of breath from the 
Christmas season. If you’re anything 
like me, you’re thankful that Easter 
is at least in April this year, and 
simultaneously painfully aware of 
how busy your life is going to get 
again soon. If you’re anything like 
me, you have elation, reverence 
and sorrow flowing mingled down 
during these ‘busy’ seasons. You 
want desperately to be able to find 
deep, meaningful time and energy 
for God during the holidays—not 
to mention your family—but also 
recognize the calling on your life to 
minister. If you’re anything like me, 
you are energized—and, if you’re 
honest, also completely drained—
by this calling and 2014 is already 
starting to bury you in meetings, 
tasks, prep and pre-prep for the 
exciting ministry that lies ahead.
 That’s if you’re anything like me, 
of course. And whether the above 
description sounds like a lot like you 
or not, I am confident that each and 

every one of us needs to hear what 
I’m about to say: Thank you. 
 You are a child of God...and 
not only are you a child of God, 
you have received and responded 
to a calling—a noble calling—to 
serve his church. You may serve 
this calling with a guitar and 
microphone, and maybe with 
lights and a huge sound system. 
Your ‘sound system’ may be the 
church pipe organ. You may be a 
song leader at a traditional church. 
Some of you are volunteers and 
you’ve never even been paid for 
your leadership in the church. You 
may have been around for 20, 30, 
40+ years or this may have been 
the first Christmas you’ve ever led/
served. Your choir, your band, your 
accompanist, your congregation… 
they appreciate all you do but they 
don’t live inside your headspace. 
They don’t know what it takes to 
do what you do—not just from a 
skill standpoint, but also from an 
emotional and spiritual standpoint. 
 God knows. He cares. He values 
not only what you’ve done for Him, 
but who you’ve grown to be in Him! 
If you’re anything like me, you need 
to hear that! And the best news? It’s 
actually true! It’s not lip service or 
politically charged, and it’s not out 
of pity. It comes from His perfect 
love. What you do for the Kingdom 
has value beyond your imagination, 

and God is so excited you said ‘yes’ 
to Him when He asked you to help. 
He doesn’t care if your church is 
big, small, tall, grande or venti. He 
doesn’t care if you have drummers 
and horn players or if half the 
congregation makes up your 8-voice 
choir. He listens to all styles of 
worship, INCLUDING yours, and 
He loves you dearly for serving His 
people—and what you do is fun, but 
it is sacrificial and it is serving and 
He knows that! 
 So, that’s all. Thank you for 
2013. Thanks for the hard work, the 
headaches, the sacrifices… each of 
yours looks a little different than 
everyone else’s. Thanks for the heart, 
the beauty, the truth that you share, 
and sometimes just aspire to share, 
never attaining artistically what 
you chased. Thanks for being you, 
and for doing and leading others to 
do what all of us were made to do: 
worship. Have an amazing 2014. I’ll 
be alongside you all in the trenches!

Mark Roach in the 
Worship Arts Director 
at Morning Star 
United Methodist 
Church in O’Fallon. 
If you have questions 

for Mark, email him at mark.roach@
mscwired.org.

BY MARK ROACH

An Open 
Letter to 
Worship 
Leaders
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Ways to Read The Missouri Methodists
Individual Mailed Subscription
The magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and 
selected church leaders, but also available to anyone 
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Lorraine Sanders at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members 
at less than half the cost of individual subscriptions. 

Subscribe to receive a box of 25 magazines monthly for a 
year for $240; 50 magazines for $400, or 100 magazines 
for $600 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri 
Conference to Lorraine Sanders at 3601 Amron Court, 
Columbia, MO, 65202. 

Read Online
Every issue of The Missouri Methodists is posted at 
www.moumethodist.org/momethodists.

Read Via Email
Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed to 
you by selecting The Missouri Methodists at  
www.moumethodist.org/stayconnected 

Use An App
The magazine is available as an app for most smartphones 
and tablets. Just search your usual marketplace (like 
iTunes connect or Google Play Store) for Missouri 
Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget 
to share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links 
to the digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social 
media or posted on websites. If you have anything 
you would like to share about the magazine, or if you 
want to connect Fred Koenig, Editor of The Missouri 
Methodists, with a talented writer, photographer 
or videographer in your congregation, e-mail 
fkoenig@moumethodist.org.
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Welcome, Holy Child. Welcome, Holy Child. Hope 
that you don’t mind our manger. How I wish we 

would have known. — “Welcome to Our World” (Words 
and music by Chris Rice)
 With Christmas comes winter. Many areas are 
experiencing extreme cold, rain and snow. Preparations 
were made to welcome Jesus, but let us be more inclusive 
and welcome others: the travelers, the strangers and the 
homeless. Surely, other travelers did not find lodging, but 
had to stay somewhere.
 Mary and Joseph found shelter in a stable because 
there was no room for them in the inn. They could not 
have been the only ones coming for the census. Surely, 
other travelers did not find lodging, but had to stay 
somewhere. I suspect there were also local folks who did 
not have a permanent place to stay.
 Is it not possible that some might have shared the 
stable with Mary, Joseph and Jesus huddled together in a 
dark corner? 

A Beautiful Nativity Scene
 Some years ago, my wife and I traveled to Mexico 
during the Christmas season. We stopped at a restaurant, 
and in the entry way was a beautiful Nativity scene, with 
many animals from around the world, and even some 
imaginary ones.
 Since then, our Nativity scene has expanded to include 
more animals and people coming to see the new baby. 
This year, the Nativity scene will have other people in the 
stable, maybe people just struggling to get by.
 I volunteer at a local food pantry, and not only do I 
check-in clients who are homeless, other volunteers are 
living in cars or in a secluded area of a park. These people 
would have welcomed the stable, and not worried about 
it not being the Hilton. They would have talked to Mary 

and Joseph, shared what they had, and been a small 
community for as long as needed.

The Real Ministry Opportunities
 We put a great deal of emphasis on getting to 
Bethlehem, and the birth of Jesus, but it’s after the 
kings, shepherds and sightseers return home that the real 
opportunities for ministry begin. Treating everyone with 
simple dignity, kindness, and respect, goes a long way.

God Never Intended That There Be Haves & Havenots..
 Every community has folks that are struggling. 
Advocate for others, for more shelters, more access to 
resources, places that serve hot meals, etc. Find a food 
pantry, volunteer there, or organize a peanut butter or can 
of tuna fish drive.
 Even small children are able to participate in this 
ministry, and for them, it’s exciting. When the children 
get involved, and are excited, the adults get on board.
 God never intended that there be haves and havenots. 
Together, we can help level the playing field, so that all 
can be fed and nourished, all can have a roof over their 
heads, earn a living wage, and receive an education. Share 
the dream — and the ministry.

Editor’s note: Jerry Wrenn grew up in the San Francisco Bay 
Area (East Bay). He has lived in Hayward for the past 30 years, 
with his wife, Joan. He has served as a youth worker at various 
levels, taught Sunday school for all ages, served as member or 
chair of Missions/Peace with Justice Committees. He is the co-
chair of the United Methodist California-Nevada Conference’s 
Shasta Family Camp. Wrenn is retired, but volunteers and 
advocates at an ecumenical food pantry in Hayward. He is a 
member of Walnut Creek United Methodist Church.

WELCOME, HOLY CHILD 

Were Jesus, Mary & Joseph Alone in the Stable?
BY JERRY WRENN
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U sed to be that a sermon would be developed and 
dreamt in the solitary book-filled office of the 

pastor, only to be revealed on Sunday morning. Used 
to be that a church program would be planned in the 
church basement around a long rectangle table with 
metal chairs, a program created by the people of the 
church for the people of the church.
 A much more emergent picture of planning and 
developing everything from a sermon to an outreach 
ministry is a picture of collaboration and conversation, 
an experience of listening and learning, a gathering of 
connected hearts and minds living into a collective vision.
 Pastors of downtown mainline churches, University 
of Missouri faculty and administrators, laity from many 
denominations and media talents of Columbia, MO 
have collaborated on a vision for engaging congregations 
and the entire community on the topic of “What is the 
Future of Faith?” For over a year, they have met and 
planned for a March 14-15, 2014 Event in Columbia 
that will host Dr. Phyllis Tickle, author of The Great 
Emergence: How Christianity is Changing and Why. 
 Dr. Tickle, now in her 80’s, has researched, toured, 
and written on the issues of the changes in the mainline, 
or “inherited” church, and the new emerging future of 
religious traditions and practices in the United States. 
She has concluded her official tour schedule and this 
event will be one of her last in her final year of lecturing.
 The event will include a diversity of learning 
and worship experiences, intended to reach student 
communities, congregations, clergy and the general 
public. On Friday, March 14, there will be a registration-
only learning time for clergy from 10-12, followed by a 

MU religion faculty panel discussion from 2-5 p.m. Both 
events will feature Dr. Tickle. At 7:00 p.m., there will 
be a community-wide worship experience at Missouri 
UMC with the Rev. Congressman Emanuel Cleaver II 
preaching. On Saturday, March 15, a regional learning 
event will be open to the public, called “What is the 
Future of Faith? A Conversation with Phyllis Tickle,” 
including lectures and Q and A with Dr. Tickle. This 
event will be from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at no cost, and will be 
held at the University of Missouri Tate Hall.
 With over 14 church, adjudicatory (conference), and 
university sponsors, this event will model the emerging 
need for collaboration and conversation. Five of the host 
congregations, including Missouri UMC, will have 
concurrent sermon series leading up to the event, with a 
Feb. 23 “Pastor Swap,” placing clergy in different Sunday 
morning pulpits.
 Clergy and laity from around the conference are 
invited to gather, learn, worship and imagine at this 
event. Through learning the history, ecclesiology, culture 
and context of the Great Emergence, we will discover, 
in Tickle’s words, “The Great Emergence, whatever else 
it is or may become, is first and foremost the product of 
a recurrent pattern in Christian affairs...discovering and 
exposing pattern can greatly diminish our sense, either 
corporately or individually, that somehow, ‘This mess 
must be our/my fault. It must be because of something 
we/I did somewhere back along the way.’ That simply is 
not true in the grand details, though it may be in some of 
the more minor, enabling ones….there is no better way to 
shed the weight than by looking at it with clear eyes and 
informed minds at what has got us to this place” 42. 
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Almost 50 years ago, what is now the 
Missouri Conference purchased 320 of acres 
in northwest Missouri to create a camp. 

Little did they know that Wilderness Camp would 
turn into a year-round, three-lodge retreat center 
less than 40 years after its purchase. Wilderness 
Retreat and Development Center is celebrating its 
50th birthday in 2014. On Saturday, December 7, 
Wilderness kicked off the year of celebration.
 Over 60 volunteers, summer camp event directors, 
and supporters attended the kick-off celebration. The 
event started with a welcome by Dennis Hisek, the 
site director at Wilderness since 1986. Platte Woods 
UMC associate pastor Curtis Olsen delivered the 
message, speaking about the influence of camping 
ministries in his family and church.
 Olsen and his wife Angie direct a junior-high 
camp every summer. Olsen tells the story of one 
camper who has been attending every year: “He 

shows us what it’s all about. He’s been here ever year 
to help us direct the camps, and it’s always just a joy 
watching.” Olsen continues when the boy’s brother 
started coming: “They just jump right into the small 
groups. The fun thing is they walk away, and they 
just tell you what we talked about that day. They tell 
you where they found God, how they experienced 
[Him]. That’s what I see out of a five- and a seven-
year-old.” These campers are Olsen’s sons.
 Retired United Methodist Bishop Fritz Mutti 
followed with the history of Wilderness and a 
presentation of current supporters. He recognized 
Ron and Sue Berry of North Cross UMC for their 
generous donation to the Wilderness dining hall 
campaign. Chillicothe UMC pastors John Rice 
and Peggie Wood along with two members of the 
congregation presented Hisek with a $10,569.17 
donation. Mutti also recognized Kansas City 
philanthropist Sally Ann Firestone for her support. 

BY BRITTANEE JACOBS

Wilderness Retreat & Development Center 
Begins Celebration of 50th Birthday
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Linda Neal, representative for the Missouri United 
Methodist Foundation, presented Wilderness with a 
$5,000 grant for the purchase of technology.
 Part of the service included testimonies of 
Wilderness’s impact. Mount Washington UMC 
pastor Cassie O’Brien is a current seminary student 
at Saint Paul School of Theology. She began 
attending Wilderness in middle school as a camper, 
and she continues to be a counselor for several camps 
each summer. O’Brien encourages people to support 
Wilderness in whatever way possible: “Any support 
you can offer to help other kids find their identity 
as a child of God, to discover who and what God is 
calling them to be, would not be wasted.”
 “This place and these people are vessels used by 
God that change lives. Wilderness is a part of who I 
am and a part of the lives of thousands of individuals 
who have spent any amount of time here,” O’Brien 
proclaims. Country Club UMC member Whitney 
Miller shared about the 20-plus years of camping 
experience at Wilderness, only missing two summers 
while studying abroad and studying for the bar 
exam. Miller began as a camper, eventually became 
a counselor, and is currently a director for a 3rd-4th 
grade camp every summer.
 Miller loves Wilderness so much because, “It 
reminds me of childhood…I think that’s partially 
because I’ve been coming here since I was a child, 
but it’s also because when you’re at camp anyone 
gets to act like a kid. Kids have adult things in their 

lives…they don’t have to think about that here.
When they’re here they just worry about being a kid 
and whether or not they’re first in line for lunch…
There’s peace in the chaos.”
 The story of a young Wilderness camper was 
shared via YouTube. Hallie raised money for the 
dining hall by making a lemonade stand and 
donating her birthday money as well. When asked 
what she would tell people who are thinking about 
donating to the dining hall, she would tell them to, 
“Go for it!” A meal and time for fellowship followed 
the service. Stations were set up throughout the 
lodges showing information about camping, the 50 
years of Wilderness, and the dining hall campaign.
 If you are interested in contributing to the 
dining hall campaign at Wilderness, donations 
will be accepted at 34030 W. 204th St., Lawson, 
MO 64062. Save the date for the big 50th year 
celebration on Saturday, July 26, 2014. For more 
information, visit Wilderness at http://www.
wildernessretreatcenter.com or check them out on 
Facebook on facebook.com/UMWRDC.

“Any support you can offer to 
help other kids find their identity 

as a child of God, to discover who 
and what God is calling them to 

be, would not be wasted.”



C hurch leaders 
do well to pay 
attention to 

anything offered for 
public consumption 
by Andy Stanley, 
founding and lead 
pastor of North Point 
Church in Alpharetta, 
Georgia. Andy simply 
is one of the most 
effective and visionary 

communicators of this era. I had the opportunity 
to hear Andy speak at a CATALYST conference in 
2006. I still remember the point of the message, the 
image he used to convey the message, and the action I 
took based on the message. (I barely remember what I 
myself said in worship last Sunday!)
 For those of us with the responsibility of 
proclamation, we must have Communicating for a 
Change in our toolbox. In, this book, in his typical 
allegorical story format, Stanley raises the importance 
of effectiveness in communicating Christ. Many of us, 
especially pastors and church leaders at or near my age 
(60) have been schooled in proclamation that stressed 
correctness. We strive for thorough exegesis, biblical 
accuracy, right theology, etc. There’s nothing wrong 
and everything right about these emphases. However, 
Stanley would argue that correctness does not equate 
automatically to effectiveness. A great thought that 
is not presented in a way that another person is able 
to grasp it and act on it simply dies as a lonely great 
thought. With this in mind, Andy Stanley and Lane 
Jones present a clear and workable roadmap to actual 
impact in preaching.

 The authors argue that the sermon preparation 
process should not start without the goal made clear 
- a single, one phrase, memorable or “sticky” sentence 
that says it. Stanley stresses seven imperatives to 
sermon preparation: determine your goal, pick a point, 
create a map, internalize the message, engage your 
audience, find your voice, and start all over. In a way, 
the “engage your audience” step summarizes the entire 
process. Too often we who are proclaimers create the 
message and expect the audience to come to us. We 
want them to pick up on our images, our nuances, 
the way the scripture hit our understanding alone, 
etc. Andy Stanley is one who believes in knowing 
the mission field, and the “engage your audience” 
approach is a subset of that. We are told to find the 
images, stories, events, etc. that will speak the message 
to the heart of those whom you want to impact.
 My greatest take-away from Communicating for a 
Change is the four question set that Stanley urges every 
preacher to ask of every message:
• What do you want people to know?
• Why do you want people to know it?
• What do you want them to do?
• Why do you want them to do it?
 This alone has completely revolutionized my 
sermon preparation. I once heard a seminary professor 
say the following: “Preaching is done for one of two 
reasons: for display or for response.” 
 Obviously, preaching that is missional and 
obedience to Matthew 28:19 must be the latter. 
Communicating for a Change is a great resource to 
facilitate that.

Written by Geoff Posegate, Reverend for First  
UMC Sikeston.

BY GEOFF POSEGATE

�ow Read �is
Communicating for a Change
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January 25-26, 2014
WOW 2014
Location: Springfield Expo Center
635 E. St. Louis Street, MO
Contact: Bev Boehmer, bboehmer@moumethodist.org

Registration begins at 10 am. Event concludes on 
Sunday at 11:30 am. WOW 2014 is a weekend of 
worship, breakouts, fun and fellowship for youth, 
grades 6 through 12, and adult mentors. It is a great 
outreach where spiritual growth happens. It is an event 
to invite friends.

February 21-22 (Kansas City & Springfield)
February 28-March 1 (St. Louis/Columbia)
Faith Exploration Weekends
Location: Kansas City, Springfield & Columbia
Registration: www.moumethodist.org

Faith Exploration Weekends are open to all Junior and 
Senior High School students who want to explore the 
faith practices and differences of several worshipping 
congregations. Confirmation students are strongly 
encouraged to attend to learn of their own faith 
tradition, as well as others. 

Join us for tours of Jewish, Catholic, and Orthodox 
places of worship, followed by presentations about 
John Wesley and our own United Methodist origins.

The cost is $10, includes a T-Shirt and breakfast 
on Saturday morning. Saturday lunch will be the 
responsibility of individual church groups. Register 
your group online at moumethodist.org on or before 
Feb. 16, 2014. Itineraries, lodging assignments, 
detailed schedules, and directions will be available 
online in January.

February 22, 2014
You Heard What? Overcoming Unhealthy 
Communication Habits
Location: Fairview UMC 
3200 Chapel Hill Road, Columbia, MO 65203
Time: 10am - 4pm

Congregational trainer and consultant Rev. Karen 
A. McClintock is presenting a free seminar on ways 
to create congregational health by learning how to 
manage information that is positive, transparent, 
protective, and joyful. The seminar will address 
unhealthy disclosure patterns and how to stop them, 
handling information with care, technology benefits 
and pitfalls, overcoming resistance to change, and 
handling old secrets in the congregation.

March 4, 2014
Legislative Training Event UMW
Location: Capitol Plaza Hotel
415 W. McCarty Street, Jefferson City, MO 65101
Time: 10am - 4pm
Coordinator: Theresa Dixson/Stephanie Greiner
Coordinator Email: mrskatiebugs78@centurylink.net

An event where we can meet with legislators and learn 
how we can make a difference in various bills that 
influence Women, Children and Youth in Missouri.

View the calendar of upcoming events online: 
www.moumethodist.org/events

31www.moumethodist.org
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Some students drift away from church when they get to 
college. Julia Buchholz let her church choice guide her  
college choice. 

“I had grown up in Wesley UMC in Springfield, but then 
I moved to Kansas City in high school,” she said. “It was 
important to me to have a connection to church in college, 
which is one reason I came back to Springfield.”

That connection ended up being a strong one. While a student 
at Missouri State University, members of Wesley UMC had 
her over for dinner, and offered up their homes for places to 
study. Buchholz started working for the church, in the nursery, 
with the youth and in the preschool. She was involved with 
Wesley’s campus ministry program called The Gap, and when 
the Green Door college-age ministry moved to being based 
at Wesley she took a leadership role with it. The program has 
weekly worship, and seven different life groups that meet at 
various times during the week. 

Her involvement in college-age ministry took her off-campus 
as well. She has gone on two mission trips to Honduras, and 
spent two spring breaks working on hurricane relief in North 
Carolina and Biloxi, Mississippi.

I AM THE MISSOURI 
CONFERENCE...


