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Teaching has become more complicated than it was half a century or more ago.  Teachers 
must have content knowledge, but the role has expanded to include parent, nurse, and/or 
counselor for any one or all the students in their classroom. 
 
And teachers’ challenges go beyond the classroom walls.  Consider all the coaching 
positions that are manned by teachers.  Coaching hours go beyond the typical classroom 
day adding as much as 3-6 hours on any one day. 
 
Finally, there is the social science of teaching.  The teacher must collect data to substantiate 
the success students have in their classroom.  Regardless of the individual needs or 
environmental factors, teachers are expected to provide academic success for each student. 
 
Stress placed on the teachers by the district and the parents drains one’s physical and 
mental health.  Extra support will provide positive effects for the students.  Support can 
come in many formats:  providing school supplies, mini-grants, social and emotional 
support by providing snacks in the teacher’s lounge/workspace, discounts for massages, 
hair styles, pedicures/manicures, restaurants or other local businesses. 
 
Very possibly the most important tool each church or church member can provide is 
prayer.  Mass prayers focus God’s attention as well as each Christian on the needs of the 
teachers.  Let us pray together for the benefit of the teachers: 
 
Dear Lord, our guiding light,  
As our schools open their doors, 
May our teachers welcome students  
Just as Jesus opened his arms 
Inviting the children to come. 
 
We praise you for the special talents 
You have given our teachers 
Who open the minds of our students. 
 
We ask you to fill them with your Spirit 
As they work to meet individual needs 
So each student can be all they dream to be. 
 
May we, your Church, serve teachers 
In any and all ways we can  
So they can do all they can 
To provide students 
The best learning year yet. 
 
In your name, Lord, 
     Your Son, the teacher, 
          And the Holy spirit, amen. 

In his grace, God has given us different 
gifts for doing certain things well.  . . . If 
you area a teacher, teach well. 

–Romans 12:6-7 (NLT) 


